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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Saturday, 15 August 2009 
Clackamette Park 

1955 Clackamette Drive—Oregon City 
About 1100 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Saturday, 15 August 2009 
Clackamette Park 

1955 Clackamette Drive—Oregon City 
About 1200 

Annual Picnic will follow Meeting 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon — August 2009 # 185 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 

August 2009 — Page 1 

  We Know 7 

  American Submariner 7 

  Twins on Submarine 8 

Meeting Minutes 2 Base Web Site 8 

Dues Chart 2 Veteran’s History Project 8 

Submariner from the Past 2 The Lighter Side 8-9 

Submarine History 3 4th of July 9 

Support Our Troops 3 No Smoking 10 

Annual Base Picnic Info 4 Seawolf, A primer 10 

Lost Boats, August 5 Underwater Boy’s Club? 11 

National Dolphins Day 5 Base Commanders Group 12 

Mister Wonderful 5 USS Hawaii to Pearl 13 

Eternal Patrol 6 More from the Crew 13 

HOLLAND Club Members 6 Tomahawk Missile 13 

New Banner 6 USS Toledo (SSN-769) 14 

mailto:daveem1ss@q.com�


August 2009 — Page 2 

USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

9 July 2009 

1900 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Chuck 
Nelson 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates. 
Reading of the USSVI Creed by Base Commander, 

Chuck Nelson. 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for July; Bob Jackson and 

Bob Sumner. 
Invocation by Ray Lough 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Nelson. 
Introductions: All. 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave Vrooman. 
Treasurer’s Report by Base Treasurer Scott Duncan. 
Old Business: 

Summary of 4th of July parade in Canby  by Gary 
Webb. 

Report on the annual Base Picnic by Gary Webb 
(See Pg. 4). 

Report on overseas “care packages” by Bill Bryan. 
By-Laws Chairman, Chris Stafford read the pro-

posed change to Article II of the Base Constitu-
tion and By-Laws to change the verbiage to 
reflect the change in the USSVI Creed.  If ap-
proved the words “United States Government” 
will be replaced by “United States of America 
and its Constitution”.  The proposed change 
will be read again at the next meeting and then 
a vote will be held, per Article XIII; Section 1. 

New Business: 
Motion was made, seconded, and passed to send 

scholarship money in. 
Ray Lough volunteered to be Chairman of the 

nominating committee. 
Jan Nelson volunteered to coordinate the Christ-

mas party. 
50/50 Raffle:$36.00 won by Lance Nowland. 
Good of the Order: 

Lance Nowland and George Sipes were inducted 
into the Holland Club (See Pg. 6). 

Motion was made, seconded, and passed to put a 
canopy on the flat bed trailer.  The details will 
be set up at the picnic in August. 

Motion was made, seconded, and passed to buy a 
two sided “4,000 man banner” (See Pg.6). 

Visiting WR Director, Jim Dunn and WD-4 Com-
mander, John Mansfield talked about their posi-
tions, the SSN-21 class boats that are all home-
ported in Bangor, the new Silent Service MC 
Club, as well as touring the Blueback (Great 
Tour).  Jim presented the Sub Vets of WWII, 
who were present with a WWII patch.  They 

S U B M A R I N E R S U B M A R I N E R S U B M A R I N E R 
FROM THE PAST FROM THE PAST FROM THE PAST ———   
This month is a repeat, but 

the picture is so great it de-
serves to be shared.  I think  
he must have been taking a 
nap during neckerchief tying 
class in boot camp.  The 
shoes will never pass inspec-
tion either.  They do not 
even appear to be black nor 
regulation.  Sure sign he is 
destined to be a boat sailor. 

Last month’s picture was 
Mike LaPan taken aboard the 
Blueback, way back when. 

Thanks for the pictures, 
keep them coming. 

both presented membership certificates to our 
new HOLLAND Club members. 

Benediction by Base Chaplin Scott Duncan. 

2025 Meeting adjourned. 
Sailing List—36 hands aboard:  Bell; Bryan Jr;  

Carneau; Corbett; Crosby; Dennis; Dolan; Dun-
can; Fong; Hagar; Herman; Jackson; Lee; Lough; 
Miller; Musa, S.; Musa, W.; Nelson; Noble; Now-
land; Pleming; Savage; Seel; Sipes; Stafford; Sum-
ner; Thrall; Tzevelekos; Vick; Vrooman; Walters; 
Webb; Whitmarsh and visitors — Dunn (WR Di-
rector); Mansfield (WD-4 Commander); and Pil-
cher (Charr Reunion). 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 



SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-
butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.  Keep 
up the good work.  Below is another of the Thank You’s we 
have received. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 
(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at bilshe94@aim.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-
tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 
Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, 

Tooth Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U.S. Post 
Office’s mailing boxes. 
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SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  ———       

Operation Sunshine - Under the North Pole 

After an upkeep in New London followed by coastal training, 
the USS Nautilus (SSN-571) was underway, on 25 April 
1958, for the West Coast.  She now was commanded by Com-
mander William R. Anderson, USN.  Stopping at San Diego, 
San Francisco, and Seattle, she began her history-making po-
lar transit, “Operation Sunshine”, as she departed the latter 
port on 9 June.  On 19 June she entered the Chukchi Sea, but 
was turned back by deep draft ice in those shallow waters.  
On 28 June she arrived at Pearl Harbor to await better ice con-
ditions.  Finally ice conditions proved favorable.  Her wait 
was over and on 23 July she set a course northward.  Nautilus 
submerged in the Barrow Sea Valley on 1 August and on 3 Au-
gust, at 2315 (EDT) she became the first watercraft to reach 
the geographic North Pole.  From the North Pole, she contin-
ued on and after 96 hours and 2,945 km (1,590 nmi) under the 
ice, surfacing northeast of Greenland, having completed the 
first successful submerged voyage across the North Pole.  
Having completed the transit, she sent the momentous and 
succinct message: “Nautilus 90 North”.  Those on board nick-
named themselves PANOPO’s, an acronym from the phrase 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic via the North Pole. 

Navigation beneath the arctic ice sheet was difficult. Above 
85 degrees both magnetic compasses and normal gyrocom-
passes become inaccurate.  A special gyrocompass built by 
Sperry Rand was installed shortly before the journey.  There 
was a risk that the submarine would become disoriented be-
neath the ice and that the crew would have to play “longitude 
roulette”.  Cmdr Anderson had considered using torpedoes to 
blow a hole in the ice if the submarine needed to surface. 

As mentioned above, the most difficult part of the journey 
was in the Bering Strait.  The ice extended as much as 60 feet 
(18 m) below sea level.  During the initial attempt to go 
through the Bering Strait, there was insufficient room for the 
submarine to pass between the ice and the sea bottom.  During 
the second, successful attempt to pass through the Bering pas-
sage, the submarine passed through a known channel close to 
Alaska (this was not the first choice way through the Bering 
Strait as the submarine wanted to avoid detection). 

The trip beneath the ice cap was an important boost to Amer-
ica as the Soviets had recently launched Sputnik but had no 
nuclear submarine of their own.  During the address announc-
ing the journey the president mentioned that one day nuclear 
cargo submarines might use that route for trade. 

Proceeding from Greenland to the Isle of Portland, England, 
Nautilus received the Presidential Unit Citation, the first ever 
issued in peace time, from American Ambassador J H Whit-
ney, and then set a westerly course which put her into the 

Thames River estuary at New London 29 
October. For the remainder of the year she 
operated from her home-port, New Lon-
don, Connecticut. 

Today, following in Nautilus’ pioneering wake, U.S. Navy 
Submarines continue to operate and exercise in 
the Arctic.  Last year (1 July 2008) the USS 
Providence (SSN-719) surfaced at the North 
Pole to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 
Nautilus’  Submerged Polar Transit. 

mailto:bilshe94@aiml.com�


Annual Picnic... 

The BLUEBACK Base Annual picnic will be held this year 
at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, on 15 August.  It will 
start at 12 Noon, with a short business meeting, and run until 
dusk.  Les Savage will be doing the meat and the base will 
provide soda to drink.  So, all you need is your favorite dish 
to share and your own silverware and plate. 

All base members as well as WWII Sub Vets and their guest 
are invited.  Please contact Gary Webb 

(gwebb@bctonline.com or 503-632-6259) 

if you are planning on attending so we can have an idea as to 
how many to expect. 

Clackamette Park1955 Clackamette Drivelies at the con-
fluence of the Willamette and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon 
City, with easy access from I-205 (exit 9) and 99E (see above 
map). 

The park contains 38 parking spaces for RV camping on the 
river ($25.00) or with a view of the Willamette River 
($20.00) .  Sites have power and water.  There is a dump sta-

tion available for a $3-$5 donation.  Camping is on a first 
come first serve basis. 

A boat ramp to launch fishing and recreational boats is avail-
able for public use.  The beaches attract both the sun worship-
per and the nature lover with sun, water, nature paths and 
wildlife!  For years, horseshoe enthusiasts have enjoyed the 
multiple stakes available for their games in the northern end 
of the park.  Bring your horseshoes!  Maybe we could have 
the 1st annual Blueback horseshoe tournament. 

Reminders: 

 This is a public park and Alcohol is not legal so plan ac-
cordingly.  Our storekeeper has submarine logo can cov-
ers if you need one. 

 We  need a few tables to set the chow up on, contact Gary 
Webb if you can bring one. 

 Bring your own chairs. 

 I will print the map and directions to get to Clackamette 
again in the July and August Sanitary. 

 Picnic from Noon to Dusk. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there on 15 August. 
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LOST BOATS, AUGUST LOST BOATS, AUGUST LOST BOATS, AUGUST ———   

USS Bullhead (SS-332) — Lost on 6 August 1945 
with the loss of 84 Officers and Men.  She was the 
last US Submarine lost in WW II. 

USS Flier (SS-250) — Lost on 13 August 1944 with 
the loss of 80 Officers and Men.  She was transiting 
on the surface when she was rocked by a massive 
explosion ( probably a mine) and sank within less 
than a minute.  13 survivors, some injured made it 
to shore.  8 survived and were evacuated by the 
USS Redfin (SS-272). 

USS S-39 (SS-144) — Lost on 14 August 1942 after 
grounding on a reef.  The entire crew of 47 was able 
to get off and were rescued by the corvette HMAS 
Katoomba. 

USS Harder (SS-257) — Lost on 24 August 1944 with 
the loss of 84 Officers and Men.  She had won a 
PUC for her 1st 5 war patrols and CDR Dealy was 
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor posthu-
mously. 

USS Cochino (SS-345) — Lost on 26 August 1949 
after being jolted by a violent polar gale off Norway 
caused an electrical fire and battery explosion that 
generated hydrogen and chlorine gas.  Men of 
Cochino and USS Tusk (SS-426) fought to save 
her, but after a 2nd battery explosion abandon ship 
was ordered and Chochino sank.  Tusk’s crew res-
cued all of Cochino’s men except one civilian engi-
neer.  Six sailors from Tusk were lost during the 
rescue. 

USS Pompano (SS-181) — Lost on 29 August 1943 
with the loss of 76 Officers and men.  The exact 

cause of her loss remains unknown, but she 
probably fell victim to a mine, most likely be-
tween 25 September and 5 October, when she 
was scheduled to be back at Midway Island. 

Les Savage recently celebrated Les Savage recently celebrated Les Savage recently celebrated 
his 75th Birthday with family and his 75th Birthday with family and his 75th Birthday with family and 

friends.  Of course his famous friends.  Of course his famous friends.  Of course his famous 
pulled pork and beef was on the pulled pork and beef was on the pulled pork and beef was on the 

menu.menu.menu.   
WonderfulWonderfulWonderful   

National Dolphins Day... 

We’ve still got some time left before the date picked for 
Wear Your Dolphins To Work Day rolls around.  The pio-
neer behind this Submarine Force holiday is retired submarine 
chief of the boat Dennis Boom, aka Old Boomer COB. 
Boom’s idea is that every submarine-qualified person wear 

their dolphins on 9 April 2010, to create awareness of the Si-
lent Service. 
By way of his web site: 

http://www.wearyourdolphinstowork.com/ 
comes a campaign from a self-described “old boomer chief of 
the boat” to create a Wear Your Dolphins To Work Day, on 
which everyone who’d ever been submarine-qualified would 

sport their coveted “fish”, even in civilian attire, and represent 
the sub force. 
Writes Old Boomer COB: 
On 9 April, 2010, all of the Sub Qual folks in the U.S. of A. 

should wear their Dolphins to work.  I figure that if we each 
know 2-5 other submariners, and pass the word along for the 
next 9 months, we can get a pretty good number of fish in the 
workplace.  Tell a few sea stories, let the skimmers and other 
NQP’s know how special our lives were, maybe just remem-
ber how smart and young and good looking we once were. 
If you want to, you can send an email to: 

OldBoomerCOB@Gmail.com 
so I can remind you next April.  I don’t want to sell any tee 
shirts, and I won’t give away or sell your names, or steal your 
identity.  All I want to do is get a bunch of guys proudly 
wearing their Dolphins on the 9th of April, 2010 and I want 
your help.  I already know I’m not the smart-
est guy on the planet, so if you have any sug-
gestions for getting the word out, let me hear 
it. 
The Old Boomer COB 

http://www.wearyourdolphinstowork.com/�
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ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ———         

Newest Holland Club Members… 

George Sipes and Lance Nowland received their Holland 
Club Certificates at our July meeting. 

The Western Region Director, Jim Dunn and the Western 
District - 4 Commander John Mansfield were visiting the 
meeting and presented the certificates to our newest members 
of this exclusive club.  Congratulations to both George and 
Lance. 

There are presently 4,134 members in the 
Holland Club.  That represents 31.4% of 
our total membership.  1,391 (34%) of the 
Holland Club total represent our WWII 
brothers. 
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Sidney (Sai) Ellwood Manning 

– He is a dual Member of SVWWII and Blueback Base – 

Sai left us on Eternal Patrol 6 July 2009. 

Sidney Manning joined the Navy when he was just a kid.  
When he left home at the age of eighteen in August of 1940 
his father wished him well on his short stint in the military.  
He qualified on the USS S-12 (SS-117) in 1942 and spent 
twenty years as an enlisted man, serving in submarines in the 
Pacific as a radioman throughout the Second World War. 

In 1944 the submarine on which he was serving put into port 
on the Island of Saipan.  He wanted to go ashore, but the is-
land had only recently been taken by American forces.  Lib-
erty for submariners was judged to be too risky.  Manning 
was human enough to cook up a story about having friends 
on the island from days before the war.  He and two others 
were allowed to go ashore where they managed to consume a 
quantity of beer meant for the Army.  Upon his return to the 
submarine the true story leaked out and he became known as 
Saipan Manning.  Later the first syllable replaced his real 
first name. 

Sai was the last active duty submariner to retire from the 
Navy that wore the coveted WWII submarine combat patrol 
pin.  He had a distinguished naval career that spanned 42 
years, half as an enlisted man and half as an Officer.  Learn-
ing came easy to him and he steadily progressed up the lad-
der of his rate.  While a chief petty officer, the Navy insti-
tuted the new rates of E-8 and E-9.  Manning took the tests 
and became an E-9.  Even with twenty years of service Sai 
Manning wasn’t sure he would make a good officer.  In prep-
ping another enlisted man to take the examination for com-
missioned officer, Sai took the same exam in support of his 
buddy.  Both became ensigns. 

He retired as a Commander in 1982.  In June 1981, when he 
was CO of the USS Pyro (AE-24), he was the feature story in 
the News Magazine We Alaskans.  The article was entitled 
Saltiest dog in the Navy.  The Navy also made a documen-
tary called The Sai Manning Story that was released by 
CHINFO. 

The Navy’s officer ranks has many Mustangs, but few who 
have committed themselves to it over such a span of years. 

Sai’s request was to be cremated and scattered at Sea from a 
Submarine. 

(L-R) Jim Dunn, George Sipes, Lance Nowland, John Mansfield 

Base buys new Banner… 

The base has purchased a new banner to honor the 4,000 men 
killed and 65 U.S. submarines sunk.  It is made of 10 mil 
white vinyl, is 4 feet wide and 30 inches high, and is printed 
on both sides with a sleeve pocket at the top. 

As you can see from above picture, the banner is very strik-
ing and attractive.  It is designed for display at meetings, 
events, parades and at Tolling the Boat ceremonies. 

We should have it by the Annual Picnic at Clackamette Park 
on 15 August.  Come on out and see it, if for no other reason.  
(See Pg.4 for picnic details)  



WE KNOW  by John Chaffey  

Your numbers are dwindling, But before you go 

Every sailor wearing dolphins, wants you to know. 

That you have passed down a heritage, of honor and pride. 

We know of the boats and submariners who died. 

We know of the deeds, of you World War II men. 

We know of the bravery, in the Combat Patrol Pin. 

We know you endured, the “gut-wrenching” fears. 

We know of your courage, We know of your tears. 

We know the meaning, to the tolling of the bell. 

We know you have spent, your time in hell. 

When we travel to Groton, We visit the wall. 

We promise to “walk softly,” we promise to stand tall. 

So when your final orders are cut, and you slip out to sea. 

Remember this shipmates, We will not forget thee. 
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American Submarine... 

Shipmates, 

A month ago, all were invited to participate in an online sur-
vey which explained that the cost of printing and distribution 
of the magazine is rising and concerns from various bases 
about articles submitted but not appearing are growing. 

The problem is, if we simply add pages to the magazine, we 
have to add 4 pages at a crack (its a technical issue) and that 
costs several thousand dollars more per issue. 

By a margin of 70% to 30%, our members said we should 
remove the quarterly listings of new Holland Club and new 
Life members, posting them on our Website instead, so that 
more Submariner stories and Base news could be included in 
the A/S. 

Starting with the next issue of A/S, the Natl Officer columns 
will be reduced to a consolidated report by the Natl Cdr, and 
the new HC and Life member lists will be printed online in-
stead of in the A/S. 

Thank you for making your wishes known in this matter. 

 

Please inform your membership that we now have 565 mem-
bers who have opted to receive the American Submariner 
Electronically. 

The advantages:  It is free, it is always available, it is avail-
able two weeks before the magazine goes into the regular 
"snailmail", it never gets lost, it doesn't care where you are - it 
is there for you, you can never be put on "Hold" or "Temp 
Away" as long as you have a current, valid, E-mail address in 
the USSVI member data base. 

All you need to do is call 951-541-0900, or email: 
ASOPTOUT@yahoo.com and let us know that you would 
prefer to receive the magazine electronically. This is easy! 

Best, 

Michael Bircumshaw  Editor American Submariner 

Now available… 

Holland Club challenge coins—Order from Storekeeper. 

mailto:ASOPTOUT@yahoo.com�
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FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  ———         
New member James Welty who lives in Florence, OR. sent 

me this newspaper clipping, circa 1956. 

Santa Cruz Twins Are On Sub 

THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE ———         

The Washington Post’s Mensa invitational once again asked 
readers to take any word from the dictionary, alter it by add-
ing, subtracting, or changing one letter, and supply a new 
definition.  Here are some of the 2009 winners: 

1. Cashtration (n.): The act of buying a house, which ren-
ders the subject financially impotent for an indefinite 
period of time. 

2. Intaxication : Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which 
lasts until you realize it was your money to start with. 

3. Reintarnation : Coming back to life as a hillbilly. 

4. Bozone (n.): The substance surrounding stupid people 
that stops bright ideas from penetrating. The bozone 
layer, unfortunately, shows little sign of breaking down 
in the near future. 

5. Foreploy : Any misrepresentation about yourself for the 
purpose of getting laid. 

6. Sarchasm : The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit 
and the person who doesn’t get it. 

7. Inoculatte : To take coffee intravenously when you are 
running late. 

8. Osteopornosis : A degenerate disease. (This one got extra 
credit.). 

9. Decafalon (n.): The gruelling event of getting through 
the day consuming only things that are good for you. 

10. Dopeler Effect: The tendency of stupid ideas to seem 
smarter when they come at you rapidly. 

 
(Continued on page 9) 

Base Web Site… 

The Base has a new web site: 

http://www/bluevbackbase.org  Go to the bottom of any page 
and E-Mail your suggestions, additions, or comments. 

Go to the “Ditty Bag” and check out the Bulletin Board.  If 
you have problems E-Mail me and I will help you get started. 

Check out the pictures of the USS Capitaine (SS-336) that 
RG Walker e-mailed.  The link page has links to Submarine 
related pages and of course the Sanitary is posted on the site. 

Identical twins James N. 
(right) and Thomas A. Welty 
(left) of Santa Cruz are sub-
marine firemen apprentices 
aboard the submarine USS 
Greenfish (SS-351).  The 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Virgil 
D. Welty, 2952 Glen Canyon 
Road, they are believed to be 
one of the few sets of identi-
cal twins ever to have served 
with the Pacific Fleet Subma-

rine Force.  They attended 
Santa Cruz High School be-
fore being assigned to the 
Greenfish and served for two 
years with reserve units in 
Seattle, Wash., and San Fran-
cisco before coming on active 
duty. 

Veterans History Project... 

In 2000, legislation was passed to create the Veterans History 
Project.  It was intended to tap into and preserve the rich per-
sonal histories of our veterans with oral and written histories, 
preserved by the Library of Congress. 

The Veterans History Project is a history project for all veter-
ans and all veterans are encouraged to lend their voices and 
their stories.  The web feature at the Library of Congress for 
the Veterans History Project is at http://www.loc.gov/vets/ 

First-hand accounts of US veterans who served in World 
War I, World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam War, Persian 
Gulf War (1990-1995), and the Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts 
(2001-present) are included, as well as civilians who actively 
supported the war efforts, including war industry workers, 
USO volunteers, flight instructors, medical volunteers, and 
defense contractors, as examples. 

Video and audio tape is accepted, as well as original narra-
tives and memoirs, wartime diaries and journals, collections 
of letters, official military documents and collections of origi-
nal photos or artwork.  If you are interested in participating, 
you can access the Veterans History Project Field Kit at http://
www.loc.gov/vets/kit.html. 

http://www/bluevbackbase.org�
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Joke?... 

One day a florist went to a barber for a haircut.  After the cut, 
he asked about his bill, and the barber replied, “I cannot ac-
cept money from you. I’m doing community service this 
week.”  The florist was pleased and left the shop.  When the 
barber went to open his shop the next morning, there was a 
“thank you” card and a dozen roses waiting for him at his 
door. 

Later, a cop comes in for a haircut, and when he tries to pay 
his bill, the barber again replied, “I cannot accept money from 
you.  I’m doing community service this week.”  The cop was 
happy and left the shop.  The next morning when the barber 
went to open up, there was a “thank you” card and a dozen 
donuts waiting for him at his door. 

Then a Congressman came in for a haircut, and when he 
went to pay his bill, the barber again replied, “I can not accept 
money from you.  I’m doing community service this week.”  
The Congressman was very happy and left the shop.  The next 
morning, when the barber went to open up, there were a 
dozen Congressmen lined up waiting for a free haircut. 

And that, my friends, illustrates the fundamental difference 
between the citizens of our country and the politicians who 
run it. 

 

Busted… 

There was this small church down in Florida that had a very 
big-busted Organist.  Her breasts were so huge that they 
bounced and jiggled while she played the organ.  Unfortu-
nately, she distracted the congregation considerably. 

The very proper church ladies were appalled.  They said 
something had to be done about this or they would have to get 
another Organist. 

So, one of the ladies approached her very discreetly and told 
her to mash up some green Persimmons and rub them on the 
nipples of her breasts and maybe they would shrink in size, 
but warned her to not eat any of the green Persimmons, 
though, “because they are so sour they will make your mouth 
pucker up and you won’t be able to talk properly for a while.”   
She agreed to try it. 

The following Sunday morning the minister got up in the 
pulpit and said.... 

“Dew to thircumsthanthis bewond my contwol… 
We will not hath a thermon tewday.” 

 

Change… 

Ensign:  “Sailor, do you have change for a dollar?” 

Sailor:  “Sure, buddy.” 

Ensign:  “That’s no way to address an officer!  Now let’s try 
it again!” 

Ensign:  “Sailor, do you have change for a dollar?” 

Sailor:  “No, SIR!” 

(Continued from page 8) 

About 20 of our 
members participated 
in the annual parade.  
This year Fred Davis, 
son of Tudor Davis 
rode his Harley in 
front of the trailer and 
float.  A great addition 
to our group!  I hope  
he will join us again 
next year.  New this 
year we had the Alba-
core float hooked up 
to the flatbed trailer and Herb Herman towed them both be-
hind his truck.  Although it was hotter than past years, there 
were no heat related casualties to our number.  Everyone had 
a great time.  Our next parade will be on Veteran’s Day at 
Fort Vancouver, Washington.  Details for Veteran’s Day will 
be published in the September issue of the Sanitary.  

444ththth   of July, Canby OR…of July, Canby OR…of July, Canby OR…   
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Proposed smoking ban on the military... 

U.S. soldiers are trained to handle deadly weapons and 
smoke out enemies but they may soon find that they aren’t 
allowed to handle cigarettes and light up a smoke. 

Pentagon health experts are pressing Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates to ban the use of tobacco by troops and ends its 
sale on military property, according to USA Today. 

Jack Smith, head of the Pentagon’s office of clinical and pro-
gram policy, told the newspaper that he will advise Gates to 
adopt proposals by a federal study that cites rising tobacco use 
and higher costs for the Pentagon and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs as reasons for the ban. 

The study by the Institute of Medicine calls for a phased-in 
ban over a period of perhaps up to 20 years. 

“We’ll certainly be taking that recommendation forward,” 
Smith told the newspaper. 

The VA and the Pentagon requested the study, which found 
that troops worn out by repeated deployments often rely on 
cigarettes as a “stress reliever”.  The study also found that 
tobacco use in the military rose after the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan began. 

Tobacco use costs the Pentagon $846 million a year in medi-
cal care and lost productivity, according to the study, which 
was released last month and used older data. The Department 
of Veterans Affairs spends up to $6 billion in treatments for 
tobacco-related illnesses, the study found. 

The study recommends requiring new officers and enlisted 
personnel to be tobacco-free, eliminating tobacco use on mili-
tary installations, ships and aircraft, expanding treatment pro-
grams and eliminating the sale of tobacco 
on military property. 

“Any tobacco use while in uniform 
should be prohibited,” the study said. 
USA Today story 

A primer on some of the more prominent duties 

aboard the USS Seawolf   (SS-21)... 

Sonar technicians 
A submarine lives and dies by noise.  A sign that reads “silence is 

victory” hangs on a shower door as a reminder that anything loud 
could give away the submarine’s position to a well-trained enemy 
ear.  When two evenly matched submarines are stalking each other, 
the outcome could hinge on which crew’s sonar technicians are first 
to hear the turn of a screw, or maybe even a slamming shower door. 
“We are the first to ‘see’ the enemy,” said Petty Officer 1st Class 

John Rooney of Houston.  “Then it’s up to tactical positioning and 
operator skill.” 
The Seawolf uses passive sonar displays that look like “The Ma-

trix” and the original Nintendo enrolled in an abstract art class to-
gether. 
Lines of varying width appear on each sonar technician’s screen. 

Brighter lines signify louder sounds.  Sonar technicians isolate those 
lines, identify their coordinates and listen in. 

Most of the Seawolf’s sonar technicians didn’t have their job in 
mind when they went to submarine school.  But each said they’ve 
grown to like what they see as both science and art. 
“It’s very challenging, learning how sound propagates in the 

ocean,” Rooney said. “Knowing the types of sounds and what to 
listen for takes skill.” 

Nuclear Technicians 
The concept is simple: the nuclear reactor turns water into steam; 

the heat energy then powers the turbines for propulsion and for gen-
erating electricity. 
The details of how it all works are more complex, to the point 

where experienced “nukes,” as the technicians are known, are one of 
the Navy’s highest retention priorities. 
“Operating this huge naval reactor core while you’re moving — 

you’re never standing still, there’s always something happening — 
it keeps you on your toes,” said Petty Officer 2nd Class Tim Dono-
van of Hamilton, N.J.  Donovan is leaving the Navy soon and likely 
headed for a high-paying job in the civilian nuclear industry. 
To keep others from following his lead, the Navy was offering sail-

ors in nuclear technician jobs up to $90,000 to re-enlist before it met 
its retention goal earlier this year.  While that figure is higher than 
most Navy re-enlistment bonuses, it’s a fraction of what it costs to 
train a nuke. 
Nuclear technicians say the job is stressful at times, but they try to 

repress any thoughts of the immense power they’re controlling. 
“We’re in a metal tube and there’s an operating reactor with very, 

very high-pressure liquid and steam,” said Petty Officer 1st Class 
Seth Powers, 29, of Lancaster, Pa.  “If it wasn’t controlled the way 
it is and the procedures weren’t in place, and we didn’t train the way 
we do, it could be very dangerous.  It’s always going to be inher-
ently dangerous, but we don’t fear it.” 

Torpedomen 
Most things in a torpedoman’s life aboard the USS Seawolf revolve 

around his weapons. 
His bed lies beside the Tomahawk missiles; his chin-up bar is sus-

pended above the Mark 48 torpedoes. 
He hangs out and listens to an iPod next to the titanium-alloy 

launch tubes. 
The torpedo room is a little more spacious than most other parts of 

the otherwise jam-packed boat.  It has to be; the fast-attack Seawolf 
has eight torpedo tubes, twice as many as the larger, nuclear-missile
-carrying Trident submarines. 
The Seawolf class was designed at the height of the Cold War with 

the intent to create a submarine that could take out an entire Soviet 
battle group of surface and undersea weaponry. 
“We’ve got 40 torpedoes right now and we’re not even full,” said 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Levi Barr of Gallup, N.M. 
The 19-foot torpedoes weigh thousands of pounds.  Seawolf torpe-

domen use a touch-screen display to handle the massive weapons, 
though mechanical skill is also needed to keep the torpedoes moving 
from rack to tube. 
The boat’s Tomahawk cruise missiles can be launched out of the 

same torpedo tubes, as could mines if they were loaded on the boat. 
“This is probably the most advanced torpedo 

room in the world,” said Petty Officer 1st Class 
Andrew Lisle, 23, of Salem, Ore. “I don’t know of 
any boat that can shoot so many, so quickly and so 
quietly.” 
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MORE FROM THE CREW  MORE FROM THE CREW  MORE FROM THE CREW  ———   

Thanks Mitch (Robert Mitchell) for E-Mailing this 
copy of a 1940’s post card. 

Breaking into the underwater boys’ club... 

Lt. Cmdr. Marilisa Elrod, shown 
here in Hawaii recently, has a rare 
distinction: as a doctor and undersea 
medical officer, she has become sub-
marine qualified in a service that 
excludes women as crewmembers. 
Elrod says it would take effort and 
changes but believes women can 
successfully serve on submarines. 
A sailor once asked her where she 

got the twin dolphins sewn below 
the U.S. Navy lettering on her uni-
form.  She could understand the 
sailor’s confusion — he had probably never seen the insignia 
on a woman before. 

“I said I borrowed them from my husband just to tease him,” 
said Elrod, a doctor and undersea medical officer based in 
Hawaii. 
Then she explained how she studied for more than a year and 

passed her qualification test aboard the USS Key West (SSN-
722) before earning the distinction of being a submarine-
qualified sailor.  To a submariner, those dolphins mean that 
the sailor wearing them knows enough about every function 
of the boat to save it in an emergency. 
Elrod is one of 12 submarine-qualified women in the Navy, 

officials said.  As a medical officer, she has had the opportu-
nity to ride on several vessels. However, crews stationed 
aboard submarines remain all male in the U.S. Navy.  
“I think in the beginning it would be difficult from a logistics 

standpoint, but I don’t see any reason why women would not 
be well-suited to be on subs,” Elrod said.  Australia, Canada, 
Spain, [S. Africa] and Norway all allow women to serve on 
submarines, though their deployments tend to be shorter than 
those aboard U.S. nuclear-
powered subs.  from Stars and 
Stripes July 2009 

I’m fine... 

A farmer named Clyde had a car accident.  In court, the 
trucking company’s fancy lawyer was questioning Clyde.  
“Didn’t you say, at the scene of the accident, ‘I’m fine,’?” 
asked the lawyer.  Clyde responded, “Well, I’ll tell you what 
happened... I had just loaded my favorite mule, Bessie…” 
“I didn’t ask for any details”, the lawyer interrupted.  “Just 

answer the question.  Did you not say, at the scene of the acci-
dent, ‘I’m fine!’?”  Clyde said, “Well, I had just got Bessie 
into the trailer and I was driving down the road...” 
The lawyer interrupted again and said, “Judge, I am trying to 

establish the fact that, at the scene of the accident, this man 
told the Highway Patrolman on the scene that he was just fine. 
Now several weeks after the accident he is trying to sue my 
client.  I believe he is a fraud.  Please tell him to simply an-
swer the question.” 
By this time, the Judge was fairly interested in Clyde’s an-

swer and said to the lawyer, “I’d like to hear what he has to 
say about his favorite mule, Bessie.”  Clyde thanked the Judge 
and proceeded.” 
Well as I was saying, I had just loaded Bessie, my favorite 

mule, into the trailer and was driving her down the highway 
when this huge semi-truck and trailer ran the stop sign and 
smacked my truck right in the side.  I was thrown into one 
ditch and Bessie was thrown into the other.  I was hurting, 
real bad and didn’t want to move.  However, I could hear ole 
Bessie moaning and groaning.  I knew she was in terrible  
shape just by her groans.  Shortly after the accident a High-
way Patrolman came on the scene.  He could hear Bessie 
moaning and groaning so he went over to her.  After he 
looked at her, and saw her fatal condition, he took out his gun 
and shot her between the eyes… 
Then the Patrolman came across the road, gun still in hand, 

looked at me and said, “How are you feeling?” 
“Now what the hell would you say?” 
 

Special People... 

A curious fellow died one day and found himself waiting in 
the long line of judgment.  As he stood there he noticed that 
some souls were allowed to march right through the pearly 
gates into Heaven.  Others though, were led over to Satan 
who threw them into the burning pit.  But every so often, in-
stead of hurling a poor soul into the fire, Satan would toss a 
soul off to one side into a small pile. 
After watching Satan do this several times, the fellow's curi-

osity got the best of him.  So he strolled over and asked Satan 
what he was doing. 
“Excuse me, Mr. Prince of Darkness,” he said, “I’m waiting 

in line for judgment, but I couldn’t help wondering, why are 
you tossing those people aside instead of flinging them into 
the Fires of Hell with the others?” 
“Ah, those,” Satan said with a groan.  “They’re all from the 

Pacific Northwest...They’re still too wet to burn.” 
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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A fleeing Taliban, desperate for water, was plodding through 
the Afghanistan desert when he saw something far off in the 
distance.  Hoping to find water, he hurried toward the object, 
only to find a little old Jewish man at a small stand selling 
ties. 

The Taliban asked, “Do you have water?” 

The Jewish man replied, “I have no water.  Would you like to 
buy a tie?  They are only $5.” 

The Taliban shouted, “Idiot!  I do not need an over-priced 
tie. I need water!  I should kill you, but I must find water 
first!” 

“OK,” said the old Jewish man, “it does not matter that you 
do not want to buy a tie and that you hate.  I will show you 
that I am bigger than that.  If you continue over that hill to the 
east for about two miles, you will find a lovely restaurant.  It 
has all the ice cold water you need.  Shalom.” 

Muttering, the Taliban staggered away over the hill. Several 
hours later he staggered back, almost dead. 

“Your f***ing brother won’t let me in without a tie!” 

 

Church Bells... 

Upon hearing that her elderly grandfather had just passed 
away, Katie went straight to her grandparent’s house to visit 
her 95-year-old grandmother and comfort her.  When she 
asked how her grandfather had died, her grandmother replied, 
“He had a heart attack while we were making love on Sunday 
morning.”  Horrified, Katie told her grandmother that 2 peo-
ple nearly 100 years old having sex would surely be asking 
for trouble. 

“Oh no, my dear,” replied granny. “Many years ago, realiz-
ing our advanced age, we figured out the best time to do it 
was when the church bells would start to ring.  It was just the 
right rhythm.  Nice and slow and even.  Nothing too strenu-
ous, simply in on the Ding and out on the Dong.”  She paused 
to wipe away a tear, and continued, “He’d still be alive if the 
ice cream truck hadn’t come along.” 

 

(Continued from page 11) 

Old is just Old - Old is not Dumb... 
A strong young man at a construction site was bragging that 

he could out-do anyone in a feat of strength.  He made a spe-
cial case of making fun of one of the older workmen. 
After several minutes, the older worker had enough. “Why 

don’t you put your money where your mouth is,” he said. “I’ll 
bet a week’s wages that I can haul something in a wheelbar-
row over to that building that you won’t be able to wheel 
back.” 
“You're on, old man,” the braggart replied. “Let’s see you do 

it.” 

The old man reached out and grabbed the wheelbarrow by 
the handles. Then, nodding to the young man, he said, “All 
right, Dumb Ass, get in.”   Thanks Tudor 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

The USSVI Base Commanders Group - overview 

Submitted by: Pat Householder on 7/21/2009 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The Base Commanders Group (BCG) is a Standing Commit-
tee within USSVI and all serving Base Commanders are auto-
matically a part of the whole.  (All base officers are invited to 
participate.) The purpose of the BCG is: 

 To share information helpful to the daily operation of the 
Bases (Bases helping Bases) 

 Consider and debate issues of concern to the organization 
as a whole and The Chairman then report recommenda-
tions to the Board of Directors via the National Com-
mander. 

Members of this GROUP annually select: 

 A Chairman who will represent them directly to the or-
ganization’s National Commander; 

 A Moderator for their online Bulletin Board 

 A BCG Secretary 

This group is quite valuable to the individual bases and the 
organization as a whole because it enables bases to help each 
other, and the Base Officers get to know each other as well, 
making working together that much easier.  The two major 
components are: 

a. The annual Breakfast at the convention, which allows 
base commanders and other officers to meet and greet in a 
fraternal atmosphere, and discuss matters of mutual inter-
est and concern.  

b. The online bulletin board which is an ongoing self help 
discussion site for base officers to exchange ideas and get 
suggestions for common issues and problems. 

For more information about this valuable group, please con-
tact Bill Lee (Current BCG Chair and  Lockwood Internet 
Base Commander) sub_ssn589@yahoo.com 

http://www.baseofficerbb.us/BBS/category-view.asp 

mailto:sub_ssn589@yahoo.com�
http://www.baseofficerbb.us/BBS/category-view.asp�
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USS Hawaii to arrive in Pearl Harbor... 

The USS Hawaii (SSN-776), the first of the new Virginia-
class submarines to be homeported at Pearl Harbor, is sched-
uled to arrive 23 July at the sub base to pomp and 50th state-
hood anniversary ceremony. 

Fleet schedule of band performances said a ceremonial band 
will be on hand at 1000 for the sub’s arrival.  A host of state 
officials, including Gov. Linda Lingle, the ship’s “sponsor,” 
are expected to greet the Hawaii and its crew. 

The arrival of the state’s namesake submarine also will be 
feted as part of statehood celebrations.  Details for public 
viewing of the submarine's arrival have not yet been released.  

The approximately $2.5 billion submarine is capable of sup-
porting a variety of missions, including anti-submarine war-
fare, anti-surface ship warfare, actions involving special op-
erations forces, intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance, and 
mine warfare. 

There are 16 older Los Angeles-class nuclear submarines 
based at Pearl Harbor. The 377-foot Hawaii will be f o l -
lowed by another Virginia-class sub, the Texas 
(SSN-775), in the fall.  The sub and its crew 
left the Naval Submarine Base at Groton on 
13 May for Pearl Harbor. 

MORE FROM THE CREW  MORE FROM THE CREW  MORE FROM THE CREW  ——— 
Dave, some of history of my time on the Proteus.(AS-19).  I 

finished my 6 year hitch putting her in Mothballs alongside 
the Dock at Sub Base New London, 17 Oct 1947.  To my sur-
prise saw a News article in late 50’s.  People in England were 
complaining about Nuclear missiles on the Proteus in one of 
the Locks!   Dallas 

Yokosuka Japan 

The USS Proteus (AS-19) was present in Tokyo Bay along 
with 12 Submarines as a part of the Fleet to witness the Clos-
ing of hostilities and the signing of Surrender papers aboard 
the USS Missouri (BB-63). 

Her orders were to establish a Submarine Base with Shops to 
maintain a Submarine force in Japanese waters. 

A story follows that I thought was unusual. 
A group of us were taken by Launch to the site and were 

given the liberty to look everywhere in any of the buildings 
for loot! 

Joke! 
They were thoroughly cleaned out by others before us 

and in one building was a large random pile of Japanese rifles.  
We were invited to pick one and claim it as our own.  One of 
my shipmates made a request of the Officer leading our 
search.  Would there be a Trident taken by the search party?  
He was planning to go to College and become a Civil Engi-
neer like his father. 

Lo and behold, in a short time he was given a Trident!  It was 
beautifully finished in a wooden case with all the tools seated 

in a Soft Green interior.  He sent it home to his father, asking 
it to be converted to American Standards.  A return letter from 
his father told him of an offer for $3500, just as it was, sug-
gesting its value untouched!  (In 1945 this was a huge amount 
of money)  I recall he was firm in his request and was part of 
his plan for the future. 

Another Story. 
I carried the Rifle home with Bolt in place and tied on out-

side of my Seabag.  No one questioned it being there.  I am 
not a rifle enthusiast and gave it to my younger brother, in-
tended as a war trophy. 

Some 20 years later I called on a Sawmill operation east of 
Molalla.  While visiting the purchasing agent named Jerry, he 
mentioned life in the Philippines and capture.  He was then in 
his 20’s maintaining Air Conditioners in Brothels and Bars 
and very popular.  He was a prisoner all of WWII. 

He said the only part of a Japanese rifle he ever saw was the 
Butt!  I asked my brother if he still had the gun.  He said last 
he saw of it in the Attic in our home, now for sale!  I rushed 
home and found it. I took it to Jerry as a present.  He and his 

son spent the next months reworking the Stock 
that was crude.  Re-blued the metal and barrel of 
gun, and used it for Hunting.  It did come to 
good use and paid for me hauling it home. 

Tomahawk may get ship-killer role... 

A U.S. Navy missile that cruises hundreds of miles over land 
to blow up buildings is being redesigned in Tucson to chase 
down moving targets.  Raytheon Missile Systems wants to 
turn its land-attack Tomahawk missile into a ship killer that 
can do something never done before:  Hit a cruising warship 
from a thousand miles away.  The Defense Department an-
nounced a $12.8 million contract for Raytheon to engineer 
and test a new warhead system for the Tomahawk Block IV 
cruise missile.  The new warhead is one stop on a technology 
road map Raytheon has developed to upgrade the missile. 

The Block IV is the latest generation of Tomahawk missiles, 
the Navy fired hundreds of them in the first Persian Gulf War 
and in the Iraq war.  Tomahawks end up on U.S. Navy de-
stroyers, cruisers and four classes of submarines.  The British 
also use them on subs. 

The technology plan has four goals: 

 Integrate a target seeker into the nose of the missile. 

 Add an advanced sensor to process radar and radio emis-
sions from ships like destroyers, cruisers and aircraft carriers.  
These electronic signatures are like a thumbprint to identify 
the right target.  Since the upgraded missile could fly 1,000 
miles to a crowded coastline, it has to make sure it goes after 
the right ship. 

 Increase the missile’s bandwidth, or data capacity, for its 
Internet data link. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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 Improve the warhead to penetrate a big warship. 

This is technology that really doesn't exist today. 

This would not be a missile designed to combat pirate ships 
off Somalia. 

So, what potential future threat would prompt the Navy to 
have Raytheon produce it? 

The U.S. Navy might want a longer-range Tomahawk be-
cause China’s navy “keeps getting better and better,” said 
GlobalSecurity.org military analyst John Pike. 

“This would give you the ability to shoot your anti-shipping 
missile at a Chinese ship protected by land-based aviation 
without putting your ship in harm's way,” Pike said. 

The Chinese also began producing a lot of mobile ballistic 
missile launchers about a decade ago and continue to build up 
an arsenal of medium-range missiles that could hit Taiwan, he 
said.  Pike said that unlike China’s strategic ballistic missiles, 
which are far inland, these tactical missiles are deployed in 
bunkers close enough to the coast to be destroyed by a longer-
range, more powerful Tomahawk. 
from Arizona Daily Star 12 July 2009 

(Continued from page 13) 

Crack found in hull of submarine Toledo... 

Sailors discovered a crack in the attack submarine USS 
Toledo (SSN-769) prior to the boat getting underway in Con-
necticut, which will likely lead to inspections of other subma-
rines, according to a Navy spokesman. 

Crew members last Friday discovered a 21-inch crack in the 
topside hull, as well as a corresponding one-inch crack in the 
pressure hull that would have leaked water if the ship was 
submerged, the spokesman said. 

“The submarine was pier side in New London,” said Lt. Pat-
rick Evans, spokesman for Submarine Group 2. “The Navy is 
conducting additional tests to determine the extent of the 
crack and the proper procedures to repair it.” 

The width and location of the crack were not yet available. 

“After a cause is determined, other submarines will conduct 
similar inspections,” he said. 

Because of the one-inch crack in the pressure hull, “water 
would have entered Toledo if submerged,” Evans said. 

He said the cracks were found prior to getting underway for 
local operations. 

Toledo is assigned to Submarine Development Squadron 12 
and was built at Newport News Shipbuilding and commis-
sioned in 1995. 

In 2007, Toledo was one of several Navy ships needing close 
re-inspections after faulty welds were discovered on non-
nuclear internal piping in new Virginia-class submarines. 

It is not clear if the recently discovered cracks on Toledo are 
connected to the problems discovered in 2007. 

Other Los Angeles-class subs that needed weld re-inspection 
were the Oklahoma City (SSN-723) and Newport News (SSN
-750). 

As of late May, an investigation by Na-
val Sea Systems Command into the 
faulty welds was not concluded. 
from Navy Times 22 July 2009 

Blueback Base Officer Nominations... 

The base is looking for new faces for Secretary and Treas-
urer. 

If you are interested, and we know YOU 
are, submit your name to Ray Lough. 

His e mail is: 

rayjoanlo@q.com 

   

Don’t forget the PICNICDon’t forget the PICNIC  
15 August15 August  

NOON to DuskNOON to Dusk  
See You There!See You There!  

mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com�
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