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The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 

  SWFPac CO Fired 7 
  Support Our Troops 7 

Minutes 2 The Lighter Side 8 

Dues Chart 2 From The Crew 8 

Submariner from the Past 2 New Holland Club Members 9 

Accident Topples Memorial 2 Annual Base Picnic 9 
Submarine History 3 Amateur Sub Hunter 10 

Happy Birthday 4 Silver Dolphins 10 

Diesels-Book Review 4 New Submarine 10 

Submarine Communication 4 State of the Force 11 

Tobacco Tin 4 Saluting the Flag—Update 11 

Lost Boats-September 5 Navy Kills Mini-Sub effort 12 

Submarine Escape Trainer 5 New Member National Dues 12 

Yokouska Lighter 5 No Fish Story 12 

Eternal Patrol 6 ‘08 Submarine Safety Award 13 

Rudy Valencia Memorial 6 Crew Moves In 13 

Binnacle List 6 $102.6 Million Repair Bill 13 

Memorial Builders Picnic 7 More From the Crew 14 

BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 10 September 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 10 September 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

Chow to be served before Base Meeting 
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USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 
15 August 2009 

A short meeting was held prior to the Annual Base Picnic. 

1200 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Chuck 
Nelson 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for August; Chris Stafford. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Nelson. 
Old Business: 

By-Laws Chairman, Chris Stafford read the pro-
posed change to Article II of the Base Constitu-
tion and By-Laws to change the verbiage to 
reflect the change in the USSVI Creed.  If ap-
proved the words “United States Government” 
will be replaced by “United States of America 
and its Constitution”.  The proposed change 
was read for the 3rd time and a vote was held 
per Article XIII; Section 1.  The proposed 
change was passed and will be incorporated. 

Ray Lough, nominating committee, asked for vol-
unteers to run for the offices of Secretary and 
Treasurer.  You can contact him at: (360) 573-
4274 or E-Mail him at: rayjoanlo@q.com 

Good of the Order: 
Six of our members were inducted into the Hol-

land Club (See page 9) 

1230 Meeting adjourned. — Chow Down! 
Sailing List—37 hands aboard plus their guests:  

Bryan Jr; Burgess; Bywater; Carneau; Collins, 
Collie; Cook, Don; Crosby; Dolan; Dretke; Dun-
can; Gatchel; Heitzman; Herman; Jackson; LaPan; 
Lee; Lough; McComiskey (new member); Miller; 
Musa, S.; Musa, W.; Nelson; Pleming; Reisinger; 
Savage; Schumock; Scott; Stafford; Sumner; 
Thrall; Vick; Vrooman; Waite; Walters; Webb; 
Whitmarsh and visitor — Rains, Robert from 
Yakima Base. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman, 
Blueback Base Secretary 

SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———      
This month we feature another 

one of the “B-Girls”.  He is one of 
our Northern members, although 
from the Southern end of Puget 
Sound. 

Last month Keith Miller, a much 
much younger version, was pic-
tured in his first uniform. 

Does anyone have an idea for an-
other monthly feature?  How about 
putting your writing talents to use 
with a column for the Sanitary.  
Any topic, of interest to our members  would be 
acceptable.  Let me know!  daveem1ss@q.com 

Accident topples USS Dorado memorial... 

When visitors to Veterans 
Memorial Park (in Wichita, 
KS) discovered a memorial 
knocked down, some im-
mediately thought it was a 
case of vandalism.  But, as 
the story of what happened 
became more clear, it ap-
pears the memorial was not 
intentionally damaged, ac-
cording to Wichita police.  
They said it was an acci-
dent ...due to the condition 
of the aged and decayed 
grout that held the 1,000 
pound memorial to it's con-
crete base. 

Two women who were in 
town for a church convention were taking pictures at the park 
when one leaned against the 6-foot tall memorial and tipped it 
over, according to Wichita police.  The memorial that was 
damaged last week pays tribute to the men who were lost 
aboard the USS Dorado (SS-248) on 12 October 1943. 

Blake (project manager for Operation Ensign, a project of 
Veterans Memorial Park of Wichita Inc.) estimated the dam-
age at about $10,000.  People who want to help with repairs 
may send donations to: Veterans Memorial Park of Wichita 
Inc.; P.O. Box 4754, Wichita, KS 67204. He said donations 
should be marked for: “Dry Docked Dolphins repair.” 

NOTE:  USSVI Memorials Chair Ray Wewers is making 
contact with the USSVI Dorado Base to see how they can as-
sist, and the SVWWII leadership has been advised of the 
problem.  The USSVI Charitable Foundation will likely con-
tribute to the repair. 

Go to the link for the story and more pictures: 

http://www.kansas.com/196/story/907790.html 
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SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  ———       

World's first submarine attack... 

On this day, 7 September 1776, during the Revolutionary 
War, the American submersible craft Turtle, under the guid-
ance of Army volunteer Sergeant Ezra Lee, attempts to attach 
a time bomb to the hull of British Admiral Richard Howe’s 
flagship HMS Eagle which was moored in New York Harbor, 
off what is today called Liberty Island.  It was the first use of 
a submarine in warfare. 

Submarines were first built by Dutch inventor Cornelius van 
Drebel in the early 17th century, but it was not until 150 years 
later that they were first used in naval combat.  David Bush-
nell, an American inventor, began building underwater mines 
while a student at Yale University.  Deciding that a submarine 
would be the best means of delivering his mines to an enemy, 
by attaching these explosive charges to ships in a harbor, he 
built the first American submarine in Connecticut in 1775.  It 
was a wooden submersible that was christened Turtle. 

It was not a large submarine, large enough to accommodate 
one operator.  Named for its shape, the Turtle resembled a 
large clam as much as a turtle; it was 7.5 ft long, 6 ft tall, and 
about 3 ft wide, consisting of two wooden shells covered with 
tar.  With slight positive buoyancy, Turtle normally floated 
with approximately six inches of exposed surface.  She sub-
merged by allowing water into the hull and ascended by push-
ing water out through a hand pump, similar to the use of bal-
last tanks in modern submarines.  The submarine was entirely 
hand-powered, propelled vertically and horizontally by hand-
cranked propellers, the first recorded use of the screw propel-
ler for ships.  Lead ballast kept the craft balanced.  The sub-
marine was donated to the Patriot cause after the outbreak of 
war with Britain in 1775. 

The Turtle was designed as a naval weapon, and the operator 
would submerge under the target, then using a screw project-
ing from the top of his vessel, he would attach a clock-
detonated explosive charge. 

Ezra Lee piloted the craft unnoticed out to the 64-gun HMS 
Eagle in New York Harbor on 7 September  1776.  As Lee 
worked to anchor a time bomb to the hull, he could see British 
seamen on the deck above, but they failed to notice the 
strange craft below the surface.  Lee had almost secured the 
bomb when his boring tools failed to penetrate a layer of iron 
sheathing.  He retreated, and the bomb exploded nearby, caus-
ing no harm to either the Eagle or the Turtle. 

During the next week, the Turtle made several more attempts 
to sink British ships on the Hudson River, but each time it 
failed, owing to the operator’s lack of skill.  Only Bushnell 
was really able to competently execute the submarine’s com-
plicated functions, but because of his physical frailty he was 
unable to pilot the Turtle in any of its combat missions.  Dur-
ing the Battle of Fort Lee, the Turtle was lost when the 
American sloop transporting it was sunk by the British. 

Despite the failures of the Turtle, General George Washing-
ton gave Bushnell a commission as an Army engineer, and the 
drifting mines he constructed destroyed the British frigate 
Cereberus and wreaked havoc against other British ships.  
After the war, he became commander of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers stationed at West Point. 

Much testing was done on the submarine by the inventor’s 
brother, Ezra Bushnell, in the waters of the Connecticut River.  
After Bushnell pondered the problem of lighting the inside of 
the ship and after learning that using a candle would hasten 
the use of the limited oxygen supply of the air inside, he solic-
ited the help of Benjamin Franklin who cleverly hit upon the 
idea of using bioluminescent foxfire to provide illumination 
for the compass and depth meter.   Though while the light 
given by the material was said to be sufficient, it was likely 
dimmer than expected, because the ship was effectively 
cooled by the surrounding sea water and the metabolic rate of 
poikilothermic, heterotrophic organisms is highly dependant 
on temperature. 

A more recent drawing of Turtle is based on Bushnell’s own written de-
scription, and is more accurate than the 1875 drawing by Lt. Barber. The 
most notable difference is the propeller; in Barber's drawing it is a helical 
screw, and here it is shown as a crude propeller. Also note that this drawing does not 
show ballast tanks. To submerge, the operator simply flooded water into the craft 
until it was negatively buoyant. This left the operator knee-deep in water. A hand 
pump was used to remove the water for returning to the surface. 
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Collie Turns 80!  Due to the dry summer, with its increased 
danger of wildfires, there were only the two number candles 
on his cake instead of the full 80.  Good thing, he looks a  

little short, of breath.  Only got one.  Happy Birthday Collie 

Diesels for the First Stealth Weapon:  Submarine 

Power 1902-1945... 

by Lyle Cummins - Blueback Base Associate Member 

At first glance, a  historian would find 
this to be an exceedingly abstruse 
book.  Nevertheless, it tells a story of 
naval engineering that even I could 
comprehend.  The author, Lyle Cum-
mins, presents the information from A 
to Z methodically and fills the volume 
with illustrations of submarine diesels 
from their origins to the advanced 
stages of World War II. 

Early chapters explain the work of various nations on diesel 
submarine.  French scientists developed their first sub in 
1904, but the British Admiralty’s request for a reliable sub 
diesel in 1906 was not fulfilled for seven years.  By August 
1914,, the German navy had “a decided advantage in the reli-
ability and durability of the diesel engines powering them.”  
No doubt Germany’s edge paid dividends in both world wars. 

The book covers U.S. submarine development dating from 
1897.  By 1909, the Navy had ordered six diesel-powered 
subs from Electric Boat Company, and Chapter 12 goes on to 
specify the ten diesel powered subs designed between the 
world wars.  Interestingly, Cummins notes that until 1940, 
Italy led the world in the number of commissioned subs:  115. 

The author explains in great detail the introduction of loco-
motive diesels to our Navy.  Three engine types finally 
reached the contract stage:  one of American origin, one bor-
rowed from German aircraft diesels, and one that turned out 
to be an ill-suited adaption of a German battleship engine.  

“By joining forces with commercial engine manufactures, the 
U.S. Navy got its submarine diesel and the builders their loco-
motive diesel.” 

Diesels for the First Stealth Weapons, a huge coffee-table 
volume, is obviously geared for the technical 
audience.  But it is also worthwhile for the 
layman who strives to understand engineers. 
Col. Gordon W. Keiser, USMC (ret) - USNI  Proceedings, 

Aug 2009 

Submarine communication tech advances... 

MARION, Mass., July 27 (UPI) -- Lockheed Martin says a 
technology designed to deliver two-way communications be-
tween U.S. Navy submarines has completed a system require-
ments review. 

U.S. company Lockheed Martin says its team, which in-
cludes Ultra Electronics Ocean Systems and Erapsco, has suc-
cessfully completed system requirements review for the Com-
munications at Speed and Depth technology. 

The completed review marks a milestone for the develop-
ment of the CSD system, which enables secure, two-way 
communications at tactical speeds and below periscope depth 
with surface ships, aircraft and land-based assets. 

“The on-schedule progress of this program results from a 
strong government-industry team that is focused on delivering 
a much-needed capability to the fleet,” Brent Starr, the 
Navy’s CSD principle acquisition program manager, said in a 
statement.  “The system requirements review was a huge suc-
cess.” 

“Rare” Tobacco Tin… 

A tobacco tin was re-
cently offered for sale on 
an on-line auction.  This 
tin, showing the Subma-
rine, is the harder to find 
“Torpedo”, the other be-
ing the Destroyer.  The tin 
measures approximately 3 
x 4 1/8 x 7/8” and is con-
cave when viewed from 
the front.  The tin, made 
by the Rock City Tobacco 
Co., Ltd of Quebec, Can-
ada, still has a fully 
hinged lid, is in good con-
dition (no pin holes), and 
still shows parts of the tax 
stamp on the sides.  The 
seller stated that he only knows of about 5 in existence. 

Do any of you have one stashed away in your old sea bag?  
You may want to check and see!  Why?  This tin did not sell, 
as the “modest” reserve was not met.  The high bid was only 
$3051.00 (U.S.). 
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LOST BOATS, SEPTEMBER LOST BOATS, SEPTEMBER LOST BOATS, SEPTEMBER ———   

USS S-5 (SS-110) — Lost on 1 September 1920 with 
no loss of life.  A practice dive went wrong and she 
sank bow-first, with her stern showing above the 
water.  In a dramatic adventure, her exhausted 
crew was rescued during the next few days.  Sal-
vage attempts were unsuccessful, S-5 settled to the 
bottom and was abandoned. 

USS Grayling (SS-209) — Lost on 9 September 1943 
with the loss of 76 Officers and Men near Tablas 
Strait.  She was on her 8th war patrol and sank two 
ships before being lost. 

USS S-51 (SS-162) — Lost on 25 September 1925 
with the loss of 32 Officers and Men when she sank 
after collision with the SS City of Rome off Block Is-
land.  3 enlisted men survived. 

USS Cisco (SS-290— Lost on 28 September 
1943 with the loss of 76 Officers and Men.  She 
was lost in the Sulu Sea west of Mindinao on her 
1st war patrol. 

Almost ready to go for SET... 

by:William Kenny, Submarine Learning Center Public Affairs Officer 
08/13/2009 

GROTON, Conn. - Every seat was filled in the crowded first 
deck classroom of the Momsen Hall Submarine Escape 
Trainer (SET) as the submarine escape training department, 
together with the leadership of the High Risk Training Divi-
sion, the Command Master Chief, Executive Officer and 
Commanding Officer of Naval Submarine School all concen-
trated on every aspect of every word as NDCS(MDV) Wil-
liam Hargaray walked all hands through every aspect of the 
entire pressurized ascent procedure as well as the emergency 
scenarios in the Submarine Escape Trainer.  

Although the U. S. Navy hadn’t performed pressurized sub-
marine escape training for nearly three decades, interest in 
such training has been growing in the last six to eight years.  
And U.S. Navy divers and submariners have been training 
with the British Royal Navy at their training tower for pres-
surized submarine escape training. 

Training carries with it inherent risks, and pressurized sub-
marine escape training is no exception-but the classroom in-
struction and hands-on portions are comprehensive and struc-
tured to minimize student anxiety.  Instructors are trained to 
identify students who may be apprehensive during training 
and not force anyone to participate if a student is not comfort-
able with the situation.  Additionally, the pressurized portion 
of the training is not mandated by the submarine community 
for completion to be qualified as a submariner. 

Overall, the training will offer a more realistic opportunity 
for Sailors to experience an actual pressurized escape and is 
designed to instill confidence in the process and reassure the 

submarine community of the ongoing commitment to training 
for submarine escape and rescue. 

Years of force-wide discussion, curriculum design, testing, 
refinement and improvement combined with the construction 
in Groton of the new Submarine Escape Trainer brought eve-
ryone to a full-scale, real-time training session, with instruc-
tors volunteering to serve as students to check every aspect of 
the pressurized ascent training as preparations continued to 
begin training actual students. 

The classroom atmosphere was serious, determined and pro-
fessional -exactly how Navy divers approach every job with 
just a hint of a smile on some of the faces as the conviction 
grew that all the months of learning and drilling would pay 
off. 

The briefing concluded with a resounding “Hooyah!” and 
those with a station to man and a task at hand, went to where 
they needed to be while the trio of volunteer divers, STS1(SS/
DV) Michael Lilburn, ND2 Jeremy Lewis and HM1(DV) 
Shannon Johnson, chosen as representatives of all of the com-
munities currently assigned to the SET (Lilburn is a scuba 
qualified submariner; Lewis, a second class diver and Johnson 
is a Dive Medical Technician and an Independent Duty 
Corpsman) began their ascent preparations. 

The full training iteration with divers as students was impor-
tant so that every aspect of the emergency action plans were 
well rehearsed and the divers themselves were comfortable 
with their own demonstrated competence in every aspect of 
the training evolution. 

The investment of time and talent was rewarded with success 
as, in turn, Lilburn, Lewis and Johnson, each accomplished a 
successful thirty-six foot as-
cent in the MK-10 Submarine 
Emergency Immersion Equip-
ment, SEIE, suit.  Their suc-
cess means that student train-
ing can now be forecast to 
begin in early September, 
with a goal of 30 students a 
day for the two-day course, 

for a total of 120 
students per week. 
The goal for the 

trainer is to be 
operational 48 weeks of the year. 

Sent by “Mitch” Mitchell, Qualified USS Blueback (SS-581). 
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Clarence William “Dirk” Parker 

15 May 1926 - 22 July 2009 
Dirk was an associate member and a WW II Veteran.  He was a 

FT2 when he left the Navy.  Dirk came from a family of coal min-
ers in Coal Town, Arkansas.  So as you might guess, he lied about 
his age and at 16 he went into the US. Navy.  He was quite the 
marksman and ended up as a tail gunner on two or three different 
air craft during WW II.  He shot down several Japanese aircraft and 
was successful in sinking several small craft.  He was also the re-
cipient of a barrage of bullets from a Japanese Zero.  They landed 
in a rice paddy and were fortunate to have Japanese people that 
were of a friendly nature and they moved them each night as dark-
ness fell to a new location.  After several days of travel they were 
turned over to US forces.  After recovery from stomach wounds 
and a little rest and recreation he was back in the aircraft for the 
duration of the war.  His service to the country is greatly appreci-
ated.  He loved what he did and could never say enough good 
things about the US Navy. 

Poem read by his son Will, at Dirk’s Celebration of Life 
 

The Dash 
I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend. 

He referred to the dates on her tombstone from the beginning to the end. 

He noted that first came the date of her birth and spoke of the following 
date with tears, 

But he said what mattered most of all was the dash between those years. 

For that dash represents all the time that she spent alive on earth 
And now only those who loved her know what that little line is worth. 

For it matters not, how much we own, the cars, the house, the cash, 
What matters is how we live and love and how we spend our dash 

So think about this long and hard; are there things you’d like to change? 
For you never know how much time is left that can still be rearranged. 

If we could just slow down enough to consider what’s true and real 
And always try to understand the way other people feel. 

And be less quick to anger and show appreciation more 
And love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile, 
Remembering that this special dash might only last a little while. 

So when your eulogy is being read with your life’s actions to rehash 
Would you be proud of the things they say about how you spent your 

dash? 

©1996 Linda Ellis 

BINNACLE LIST BINNACLE LIST BINNACLE LIST ———   

Tudor Davis is home and doing fine after knee 
replacement surgery. 

Doug Dahlke, who qualified in USS Seadragon (SSN-584) 
in 1975, and is a charter member of Yakima Base (1999), was 
involved in a serious car-motorcycle accident (3 August) and 
has had his right leg removed above the knee.  His other inju-
ries include a crushed hip along with some spinal injuries. 

SSMC Pres Bob Opple and I [Pat Householder] went to Har-
borview Hospital in Seattle to pay our respects (18 August).  
Doug is still heavily sedated and did not open his eyes when 
we talked to him.  I do believe he may have heard us as Bob 
told him that all the members of SSMC were thinking of him 
and I told him that all 13,000+ members had been informed 
and were wishing him a quick recovery. 

We did talk to the nurse who was watching him and she said 
he was making progress. 

Please keep Doug in your prayers as he has quite a mountain 
yet to climb. 

For cards and flowers, the address is: 

Douglas Dahlke 

Harborview Medical Center Trauma ICU 

325 Ninth Avenue 

Seattle, WA  98104-2499 

MEMORIAL SERVICE... 

WILLAMETTE NATIONAL CEMETERY 
11800 SE MT SCOTT BLVD. 

PORTLAND, OR 
25 September 2009 at 1300 

In loving memory of: 

RODOLFO (RUDY) VALENCIA, 
Navy/Submarine retired 

1928 - 2008 

Rudy died 10 September 2008 in Mobile, Alabama after a slow, 
and prolonged illness. All of you that knew him, also knew that he 
was a fighter and fought as long as he could, which included a few 
drinks to help. He had donated his body to research at the Univer-
sity of Southern Alabama in Mobile, Al. and through this, helped 
many students with their studies in medicine. He has been cre-
mated and his remains will be entombed at Willamette National 
Cemetery. 

As you all know his wife Marilyn donated the painting of the USS 
Sterlet (SS-392) that Rudy painted to the base (See  July 2009 
Sanitary).  She plans to be in town for the Memorial. 

Hope to see all of you there with vests. 

Contact Bob Wonsley for additional information. 

wonsbob@q.com 

mailto:wonsbob@q.com?subject=Rudy's%20Memorial�
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-
butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.  Keep 
up the good work. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 
(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at bilshe94@aim.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books (paper backs take up less space in the mailing boxes), 
Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Stationary, 
Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, Personal 
Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth Paste), 
DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U.S. Post 
Office’s mailing boxes. 

Albacore Memorial Builders Picnic… 

Tudor Davis and his family recently held a picnic for all of 
those who helped build the Memorial to the USS Albacore 
(SS-218), and their spouses.  He presented certificates of ap-
preciation and bells supported by a pair of dolphins to the 4 
who not only worked on the construction, but were instrumen-
tal in planning, finding a site for the memorial, finding fund-
ing, contacting the families of crew members and arranging 
for them to attend the dedication last fall, as well as the hun-
dreds of other details that needed to be worked out.  Without 
these 4 the memorial would not have become a reality.   
Thank you — Tudor! 

Pictured above (L-R) are Marv Doty, Bob 
Lee, Collie Collins, Keith Miller, and 

Tudor Davis. 

CO of nuclear weapons facility fired... 
Bangor, WA, Friday Aug 21, 2009 

The commanding officer of the Navy’s nuclear weapons fa-
cility was fired for a loss of confidence in his ability to lead 
the unit, a Navy spokesman said. 

Capt. Timothy Block was relieved as commander of Strate-
gic Weapons Facility Pacific at Naval Base Kitsap, Wash.  
The weapons facility assembles and maintains one of the larg-
est concentrations of nuclear weapons in the country, includ-
ing nuclear-tipped Trident missiles.  Block was removed by 
Rear Adm. Stephen Johnson, director of Strategic Systems 
Programs.  The admiral “lost confidence in Capt. Block’s 
ability to continue to lead SWFPac in execution of its mis-
sion.”  The removal was not related to any underlying safety 
or security issues that would put the surrounding community 
at risk, the Pentagon stated. 

Block, who assumed command in July 2008, was temporarily 
replaced by Capt. Kevin Zumbar, who has been serving as the 
deputy director of Strategic Systems Programs. 

Block is the second commander of the weapons facility to be 
fired in recent years.  In December 2003, Capt. Keith Lyles 
was relieved of command at SWFPac, for the same reason. 

mailto:bilshe94@aiml.com�


FROM THE CREW FROM THE CREW FROM THE CREW ———   
Bob Walters sent this especially for Mr. G.T. “Bud Light”. 

Gotta love those Rednecks... 

A Mexican, a Black, and a Redneck, from SE Milwaukie, 
were walking together on a beach when the Black stumbled 
over a bottle in the sand.  He picked up the bottle, rubbed the 
sand off it, and a Genie appeared. 

“I can only grant 3 wishes,” the Genie said.  “Since there are 
3 of you, you may have a wish a piece.”  Pointing at the 
Black, he said, “Since you found the bottle, you may have the 
first wish.” 

The Black studied for a moment then said, “I wish for a fleet 
of ships so I can gather all my people and take them back to 
our homeland, Africa.” Poof!  It was done! 

Hundreds of ships appeared on the horizon. 

The Mexican said, “I weesh for enough Cheby peekups to 
take all my people back to our homeland, May-he-co!”  Poof! 
It was done! 

Row after row of Chevrolet Pickups appeared on the beach. 

Turning to the Redneck, the Genie asked, “And what is your 
wish?”  The Redneck watched as the loaded pickups began 
moving toward the border, then looked out to sea and watched 
the loaded ships sailing off into the sunset and said: 

“Just give me a Bud Light. It doesn’t get any better than 
this!” 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE ———   

Better than a Flu Shot... 

Miss Beatrice, the church organist, was in her eighties and 
had never been married.  She was admired for her sweetness 
and kindness to all. 

One afternoon the pastor came to call on her and she showed 
him into her quaint sitting room.  She invited him to have a 
seat while she prepared tea.  As he sat facing her old 
Hammond organ, the young minister noticed a cute glass 
bowl sitting on top of it.  The bowl was filled with water, and 
in the water floated, of all things, a condom!  When she re-
turned with tea and scones, they began to chat.  

The pastor tried to stifle his curiosity about the bowl of water 
and its strange floater, but soon it got the better of him and he 
could no longer resist. 

“Miss Beatrice,” he said, “I wonder if you would tell me 
about this?” Pointing to the bowl. 

“Oh, yes,” she replied, “Isn’t it wonderful?  I was walking 
through the park a few months ago and I found this little 
package on the ground.  The directions said to place it on the 
organ, keep it wet and that it would prevent the spread of dis-
ease.  Do you know I haven’t had the flu All winter.” 

 

Always tell the truth... 

Jack decided to go skiing with his buddy, Bob. So they 
loaded up Jack’s minivan and headed north.  After driving for 
a few hours, they got caught in a terrible blizzard, so they 
pulled into a nearby farm and asked the attractive lady who 
answered the door if they could spend the night. 
“I realize it’s terrible weather out there and I have this huge 

house all to myself, but I’m recently widowed,” she ex-
plained.  “I’m afraid the neighbors will talk if I let you stay in 
my house.”  “Don’t worry,” Jack said. “We’ll be happy to 
sleep in the barn.  And, if the weather breaks, we’ll be gone at 
first light.”  The lady agreed, and the two men found their 
way to the barn and settled in for the night.  Come morning, 
the weather had cleared, and they got on their way.  They en-
joyed a great weekend of skiing. 
But, about nine months later, Jack got an unexpected letter 

from an attorney.  It took him a few minutes to figure it out, 
but he finally determined that it was from the attorney of that 
attractive widow he had met on the ski weekend.  He dropped 
in on his friend Bob and asked, “Bob, do you remember that 
good-looking widow from the farm we stayed at on our ski 
holiday up north about 9 months ago?”  “Yes, I do,” Said 
Bob.  “Did you, er, happen to get up in the middle of the 
night, go up to the house and pay her a visit?” 
“Well, um, yes!,” Bob said, a little embarrassed about being 
found out, “I have to admit that I did.” 
“And did you happen to give her my name instead of telling 

her your name?”  Bob’s face turned beet red and he said,  
“Yeah, look, I’m sorry, buddy. I’m afraid I did.” “Why do 
you ask?” 
“She just died and left me everything.” 

Blond joke gone bad... 

A blonde teenager, wanting to earn some extra money for the 
summer, decided to hire herself out as a “handy-woman” and 
started canvassing a nearby well-to-do neighborhood.  She 
went to the front door of the first house, and asked the owner 
if he had any odd jobs for her to do. 

“Well, I guess I could use somebody to paint my porch,” he 
said, “How much will you charge me?”  Delighted with her 
first job, the girl quickly responded, “How about $50?”  The 
man agreed and told her that the paint brushes and everything 
she would need was in the garage. 

The man's wife, hearing the conversation said to her hus-
band, “Does she realize that our porch goes ALL the way 
around the house?”  He responded, “That’s a bit cynical, isn’t 
it?”  The wife replied, “You’re right. I guess I’m starting to 
believe all those dumb blonde jokes we’ve been getting by e-
mail lately.” 

Later that day, the blonde came to the door to collect her 
money.  “You’re finished already?” the startled husband 
asked.  “Yes, the blonde replied, and I even had paint left 
over, so I gave it two coats.” 

Impressed, the man reached into his pocket for the $50.00 
and handed it to her along with a $10.00 tip. 

“And by the way,” the blonde added sweetly, “my boy friend 
taught me all about cars and your car, it is not a Porch! 

 It is a Lexus!” 
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Newest Holland Club Members… 

(L-R) - Don Cook, (USS Pickerel—SS-
524); Clive Waite, (USS Toro—SS-422); 
Frank Reisinger, (USS Redfin—SS/SSR/
AGSS-272); Ed Pleming, (USS Sea Fox—
SS-402); Hal Schumock, (USS Picuda—SS-382); and Wil-
liam Dretke, (USSPicuda—SS-382) [insert] received their 
Holland Club Certificates at the Base Annual Picnic held on 
15 August at Clackamette park in Oregon City. 

Submarine Veterans of WW II Oregon State Commander 

Clarence “Scotty” Scott presented the certificates to our new-
est Holland Club members. 

Holland Club Certificates have recently been given to these 
members who were not able to be at the picnic: 

Gerald Barber, (USS Carp—SS-338) 

Lloyd Hancock (USS Menhaden—SS-377) 

Thomas Handley, (USS Mingo—SS-261) 

Jesse Harmon, (USS Harder—SS-568) 

Frederick Hasle, (USS Chopper—SS-342) 

Ronald Kimmel, (USS Piper—SS-409) 

Elmer Koenig, Jr., (USS Menhaden—SS-377) 

Paul Lovejoy, (USS Nautilus—SSN-571) 

Frederick Marsden, (USS Bugara—SS-331) 

Welcome Rumbaugh, (USS Atule—SS-403) 

Donald Snyder, (USS Rock—SS-274) 

Richard Tow, (USS Sterlet—SS-392) 

Donald Tschopp, (USS Pomodon—SS-486) 

Bob Wonsley, (USS Darter—SS-576). 

 

Congratulations to all of them. 

Blueback Base now has  a total of 73 
members who qualified in Submarines 
over 50 years ago. 



September 2009 — Page 10 

AMISH VIRUS… 

You have just received the Amish Virus.  Since we do not 
have electricity nor computers, you are on the honor system.  
Please delete all of your files immediately. 
Thank thee. 

The amateur submarine hunter... 

Ah, for the days before 
magnetic anomaly detectors, 
sonobuoys, unmanned un-
derwater vehicles, air-
independent propulsion — 
the days when hunting sub-
marines could be a gentle-
man’s sport.  Back in World 
War II Hemingway and his 
friends played sub-chasers in 
the Caribbean, seeking and 
not finding German U-boats 
to sink.  They could climb 
into his wooden fishing boat 
in the Caribbean and spend 
days chasing German U-
boats, feeling as though they 
were contributing somehow to the war effort. 
Ernest Hemingway’s play-time submarine patrols are the 

subject of a new book out by Terry Mort (The Hemingway 
Patrols: Ernest Hemingway and His Hunt for U-boats), which 
details Hemingway’s oddest hobby.  Living in Cuba at the 
time, he volunteered himself and his boat, the Pilar, to join an 
ad-hoc “Hooligan Navy” prowling the sea for subs, and they 
had exactly zero successes.  But Mort’s book makes clear 
that, like a dog chasing a car, it’s probably best Papa and His 
Pals never actually caught a German sub. 
From a review in the Washington Times: 
After months of tangling with red tape, Hemingway was is-

sued electronic gear and a fairly crude arsenal of fragmenta-
tion grenades and submachine guns.  He was assigned an area 
north of Cuba and proceeded to patrol it, having rehearsed his 
crew of cronies in a bizarre scenario should they encounter a 
German submarine.  Posing as innocent buddies in a fishing 
boat (which Pilar was), they would lure the U-boat to the sur-
face, then somehow get close enough to toss grenades down 
the conning tower and … well, let your imagination finish the 
script. 

lic,” said ETCM (SS) Patrick Agnew, the Command Master 
Chief of the Naval Submarine School.  “Its one of the Navy’s 

community relations efforts, and we get an opportunity to 
show pride in our excellence.” 
All members are active duty Sailors who are receiving ad-

vanced submarine technical training prior to joining the U.S. 
Naval Fleet.  Each Sailor spends six to eight hours daily in 
class learning various skills associated with submarine opera-
tions and equipment.  Additionally, Sailors must study many 
off-duty hours to maintain strict Navy standards.  Silver Dol-
phins practices take place in off-duty time as well. 

“The Silver Dolphins are held to a high standard of personal 
excellence,” said Agnew.  There are daily inspections where 
uniforms, haircuts, shaves and general military appearance are 
closely scrutinized.  Living quarters and bunks are also sub-
ject to random inspection throughout the day.  Academically, 
all members must meet established minimum GPA criteria to 
join and remain on the team. 

The work is rigorous and demanding but it’s a price team 
members are willing to pay for the satisfaction, pride and rec-
ognition that come with membership in this select unit.  The 
Silver Dolphins are ambassadors of the Naval Submarine 
School and the U.S. Navy. 

The Silver Dolphins were formed in 1989 and participate 
annually in some two hundred events throughout New Eng-
land and the Northeast, including annual appearances in the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parades held in New York City, N.Y., U.S. 
Navy Fleet Week in NYC, and various town and city parades 
in and around the northeast United States.  Other events in-
clude regional holiday parades, ship christenings, local com-
munity patriotic observances, and military retirements and 
commissioning ceremonies.  Silver Dolphins performances 
range from a formal color guard (with the National Ensign 
and the Navy flag, decorated with battle streamers, and the 
Prisoner of War/Missing in Action flag) to civic functions 
where the entire drill team performs precision drill move-
ments... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ernest Hemingway in the pilothouse 
of his fishing boat, the Pilar, in 1934. 

Silver Dolphins show Navy pride... 

By:STS1 Andrew Stockwell and EM3 Benjamin Holmes 08/13/2009 

GROTON, Conn. - The Silver Dolphins are a color guard 
and precision rifle drill team consisting entirely of Naval Sub-
marine School students from Naval Submarine Base New 
London.  During this, their 20th anniversary year, the team 
continues to represent the Navy in public and military events 
across the region.  “We like to extend this honor to the pub-

Inside The Ring, New Submarine... 

by Bill Gertz, Washington Times, 23 July 2009 

The only new weapon system authorized by this year’s fiscal 
2010 Defense Authorization bill is a new class of strategic 
ballistic missile submarines, dubbed the SSBN-X. (Cont. on pg.11) 
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According to a defense source familiar with internal delibera-
tions on weapons systems, the president’s administration 
budget officials were anxious about adding the nearly $700 
million for the new strategic submarine because it runs 
counter to the president’s strategy of seeking the complete 
elimination of nuclear weapons, as outlined in a speech the 
president gave in Prague earlier this year. 

The SSBN-X money is the first sign in pending law that the 
administration’s nuclear free world is not likely until after 
2029, when the new missile submarine will be deployed. 

Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates called the new submarine 
“a little-noticed initiative” in his speech in Chicago on 16 July 
that focused mainly on the hotly debated issue of whether to 
produce more than 187 advanced F-22 jets.  The SSBN-X is 
needed to “sustain and continually improve our specialized 
strategic deterrent to ensure that our allies’ security is always 
protected against nuclear-armed adversaries,” he said. 

The real reason for the new submarine funds is more prosaic, 
according to the source who declined to be identified because 
of the sensitivity of the information. 

Development of the new submarine class, the first of which 
will not be built until 2029, is being slightly speeded up be-
cause it will be needed not just for the U.S. Navy, but it will 
also be adapted for use by Britain as a replacement for its four 
aging Vanguard-class missile submarines. 

The British government announced in 2006 that it would 
spend $32.9 billion to modernize its nuclear arsenal with up to 
three new missile submarines that can launch Trident nuclear 
missiles. 

The new class of the Navy’s boomer, as missile submarines 
are called, is expected to cost between $3.3 billion and $6.3 
billion per submarine, and they will replaced the 14 Ohio-
class nuclear missile submarines. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Insight on State of the Force... 

by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Chantel M. Clayton 

SILVERDALE, Wash. (NNS)—The commander of Subma-
rine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet conducted an all-hands call for 
submarine Sailors on Naval Base Kitsap (NBK) Bangor, 10 
August.  Rear Adm. Douglas J. McAneny met with submarin-
ers at NBK Bangor’s Fleet Theater, where he talked about the 
status of the submarine fleet and thanked Sailors for their ser-
vice. 

“What I’ve been doing in the last few months is traveling to 
all the homeports in the Pacific Fleet and doing similar events 
like this,” said McAneny. “The mission here in Bangor, the 
Sailors that are on the submarines here, the wide range of ac-
tions that occur here day in and day out that keep our ships at 
sea are being done at a high level, and it’s noticed all the way 
up the chain of command, up to the president of the United 
States.  For that you should be very proud of what you do and 
what you’re supporting for our Navy and for our nation each 
and every day.” 

McAneny discussed matters important to submariners, to 
include the number of various platforms of submarines in the 
fleet, mission readiness and retention, to include selective re-
enlistment bonuses (SRB). 

“The submarine career electronics field is undermanned.  
There’s no question that there will be SRBs in that career 
field,” said McAneny. “There will also be SRBs for nuclear 
trained operators and in a lot of other rates as well.” 

McAneny also stressed the importance of Sailors’ behavior 
while off duty.  He stressed that what a Sailor does off duty 
directly impacts his job, his shipmates and in the long term, 
the entire submarine force. 

“I'm interested in every single Sailor in the submarine force 
completing their enlistment or his career safely.  I want every-
one to be successful, yet we have some problems with alco-
hol.  We’ve been working very hard on this with some great 
results.” 

He also asked for Sailors to help change the Navy’s culture 
of alcohol use and stressed that he cannot solve this problem 
alone.  “This is the group of people that will solve the prob-
lem for the submarine force,” said McAneny. “I do believe 
that we can consume alcohol and do it responsibly, and I de-
pend on you day in and day out to try to get the job done, 
knowing that it’s going to take time.” 

McAneny expressed his appreciation for all the Sailors’ 
work.  “Across the submarine force, our Sailors are doing a 
terrific job.  I want you to understand that the leadership of 
the submarine force is committed to your success.  I want 
every Sailor in the submarine force to be successful.  No one 
signed up for this, hoping to be a failure.  Keep up the great 
work and good luck to all of you.  Your hard work and effort 
is appreciated all the way up the chain of command.” 

The all-hands call was part of McAneny’s weeklong visit to 
the Pacific Northwest.  He also had an opportunity to meet 
Sailors while touring the submarines in the area. 

SALUTING the FLAG Update... 

Submitted by: John P. Dudas on 8/4/2009 

Traditionally, members of the nation’s veterans service or-
ganizations have rendered the hand-salute during the national 
anthem and at events involving the national flag only while 
wearing their organization’s official head-gear. 

The National Defense Authorization Act of 2008 contained 
an amendment to allow un-uniformed service members, mili-
tary retirees, and veterans to render a hand salute during the 
hoisting, lowering, or passing of the U.S. flag.  A later amend-
ment further authorized hand-salutes during the national an-
them by veterans and out-of-uniform military personnel.  This 
was included in the Defense Authorization Act of 2009, 
which President Bush signed on 14 OCT 08.  All other per-
sons present should face the flag, or if applicable, remove 
their headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left 
shoulder, the hand being over the heart. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Citizens of other countries present should stand at attention. 

All such conduct toward the flag in a moving column should 
be rendered at the moment the flag passes. 

Regarding the Pledge of Allegiance another 
section of federal code that specifically 
relates to actions of those reciting the 
Pledge was not amended.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag (i.e. I pledge alle-

giance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisi-
ble, with liberty and justice for all), should be rendered by 
standing at attention facing the flag with the right hand over 
the heart.  When not in uniform men should remove their 
headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, 
the hand being over the heart.  Persons in uniform should re-
main silent, face the flag, and render the military salute.  It is 
the belief of some that commissioned Officers of the US mili-
tary, when in uniform, should not render a salute, nor say the 
Pledge of Allegiance, but stand at attention with their hands at 
their sides until the Pledge is completed.  The alleged reason-
ing behind this is that Commissioned officers of the US mili-
tary are already pledged to a higher “authority” the Constitu-
tion, in their oath of office.  I could find no credible reference 
to support this belief.  The phrase “under God” was added to 
the pledge by a Congressional act approved on 14 June 1954. 
[Source: Various Jul 09 ++] 

(Continued from page 11) 

Navy kills mini-sub effort... 

by Kate Wiltrout,The Virginian-Pilot © 28 July 2009 

The U.S. Special Operations Command has canceled its mini
-submarine program, a project designed to deliver Navy com-
mando s close to their target and protect them on the way.  
Northrop Grumman’s Advanced SEAL Delivery System 
(ASDS) hit numerous hurdles since it was conceived in the 
late 1990s.  The latest, in November, was a fire that burned 
for six hours while the sub’s batteries were charging at a Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, shipyard. 

The command, headquartered at MacDill Air Force Base in 
Florida, said in a news release that it would scrap ASDS alto-
gether rather than pay for repairs that would take almost three 
years.  The fire affected all of the boat’s operating systems, 
the release said, damaging its sonar, motor, controllers, an-
chor, battery system and hull.  The repair price, $237 million, 
dwarfed the command's $57 million budget for the mini-sub 
program. 

A 2003 General Accounting Office report said the program, 
which initially called for six vessels, was six years behind 
schedule and almost 300 percent over budget.  Only one sub 
was delivered to the military.  In 2006, the rest of the vessels 
were canceled. 

The command took possession of the boat in 2003, and de-
clared it operational in 2007.  It offered several advantages to 
the way SEALs typically travel aboard submarines - transfer-

ring into small, open boats miles from their destination, ex-
posed to heavy seas, bad weather and fatigue. 

“New Member” national dues change for 4th Quar-

ter... 

by: Pat Householder on 23 July 2009 

As I mentioned in a recent Subvet News message, in last 
year’s voter approved Constitution and Bylaws rewrite, the 
4th quarter “freebie” given to late year joining new members 
was done away with. 

Your national board “cussed and discussed” how best to han-
dle 4th quarter dues instructions for “new members” coming 
onboard late in the year in a way that will be fair to them and 
to the organization, and came up with this solution. 

This change applies ONLY to new members coming aboard 
in the 4th quarter of the year. 

The $20.00 annual dues applies as before through the first 
three quarters of the year. 

As of the 4th quarter (1 Oct thru 31 Dec), all new annual 
members will pay $25.00 and their dues will extend through 
the following year (at $20.00 annual dues, this amounts to 
5.00 per quarter). 

We will re-evaluate this change next year to see if it works 
out as expected.  We realize the “fairest” change would have 
been to adjust the new member dues to a quarterly or monthly 
cycle.  The Board discussed variations of that option but de-
cided “simplicity” trumped “fairness” in this case, because we 
have to deal with so many base membership chairs, and com-
plexity would lead to confusion. 

I mention this now because some bases are in the habit of 
telling prospective new members this time of year to hold off 
joining USSVI until after Oct 1st so as to get the benefit of a 
'free' last quarter. This is no longer the case. There is no bene-
fit to the new member to do so, so spread the word. 

Again, this has NOTHING to do with 
member renewals, only NEW annual 
memberships and only in the 4th quarter 
of the year. 

No fish story: FBM rescues mariners... 

by Philip Ewing - Staff writer, Tuesday 18 August 2009 

Five Bahamian fishermen clinging to their capsized boat 
were rescued 11 August by what could be the world’s least 
likely ship to render aid on the high seas — a U.S. ballistic 
missile submarine. 

The ballistic missile sub USS Rhode Island (SSBN-740) was 
underway on the surface in the Atlantic Ocean when its crew 

(Continued on page 13) 
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spotted the overturned fishing vessel, according to a Navy 
announcement, and the boat’s Gold Crew commanding offi-
cer, Cmdr. Kevin Mooney, decided to turn around and investi-
gate. 

Sailors from the Rhode Island pulled four men and one 14-
year-old boy off the boat and onto the submarine’s missile 
deck, where Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman (SS) John Renn 
treated them for dehydration.  One of the men hurt his leg 
when the boat capsized, and Renn prepared the wound for 
more complete treatment at a shore hospital.  After the men 
were attended to aboard the Rhode Island, they were trans-
ferred to a Navy boat that took them to shore. 

Lt. Rebecca Rebarich, a spokeswoman for Submarine Group 
10, acknowledged it was highly unusual for a ballistic missile 
submarine — ships that usually operate invisibly, or behind a 
thick screen of security — to help mariners at sea.  In June, 
Navy security teams confronted two fishermen off Key West 
when they got too close to the guided missile submarine USS-
Georgia (SSGN-729), which was training nearby on the sur-
face. 

But Rebarich said Mooney felt obligated to help the Baha-
mian fishermen, who had been adrift on their upside-down 
boat for four days.  “They were in the right place at the right 
time, and the commanding officer felt it was proper to render 
assistance to a vessel in distress,” she said. 

The rescued men joked with the Rhode Island’s crew that no 
one would believe the story of how they were rescued, ac-
cording to the Navy’s announcement, but Mooney gave each 
one proof — a ship’s command coin. 

(Continued from page 12) 

2008 CNO Submarine Safety Award... 

Groton - The USS Providence (SSN 719) received the Chief 
of Naval Operations' 2008 Submarine Safety Award. 

The award recognizes outstanding contributions to fleet 
readiness, increased morale, efficiency and economic use of 
resources through safety. Providence competed against other 
fast-attack submarines in the U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 

In a citation presented to Providence, Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Adm. Gary Roughead congratulated the crew of the Los 
Angeles-class submarine. 

“The outstanding seamanship and superior performance of 
the extraordinary crew of USS Providence reflected great 
credit upon themselves and upheld the highest standards of 
the United States Navy in the areas of safety afloat and mis-
hap prevention,” Roughead wrote. 

The period of the award was 1 January through 31 Decem-
ber, 2008.  During that time, Capt. Michael 
Holland, now deputy commander of Subma-
rine Development Squadron Twelve, com-
manded the Providence. 

New Mexico’s Crew Moves Into Sub... 

Newport News, Va.—PCU New Mexico’s crew recently 
moved into their submarine and ate their first meal there.  
Crew members enjoyed a lunch of prime rib and lobster tail to 
celebrate the first meal prepared in the galley of the USS New 
Mexico, (SSN 779), on 28 July. 

“The guys are very excited,” said Cmdr. Mark Prokopius, 
prospective commanding officer of the Virginia-class subma-
rine. “To be able to eat on board and sleep on board is a sig-
nificant milestone that’s going to be one of the many that we 
have coming up as we get ready to go to sea trials.” 

New Mexico is in the final stages of construction and testing 
at Northrop Grumman’s Newport News 
shipyard. ‘The submarine’s next significant 
construction milestone is its initial sea trials, 
a series of operational tests that demonstrate 
the submarine’s capabilities. 

Hartford repair bill reaches $102.6 million... 

by Navy Times staff, 6 August 2009. 

The Navy has awarded General Dynamics Electric Boat a 
third major contract — this one for $65.2 million — to repair 
the attack submarine USS Hartford (SSN-768), the company 

(Continued on page 14) 
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announced Thursday. The sub collided with the amphibious 
transport dock USS New Orleans (LPD-18) in the Strait of 
Hormuz on 20 March 2009. 

The three contracts push Hartford’s repair bill to $102.6 mil-
lion. 

As part of this latest contract, Electric Boat will install a hull 
patch and a bridge access trunk on the sub, along with a port-
side retractable bow plane and sail.  The last two items were 
pre-fabricated under a previous $21.6 million contract, 
awarded in July.  Workers will also perform selected mainte-
nance on the sub. 

The first contract, for $15.8 million, was awarded on 21 May 
for advanced planning on the parts. 

The crash, which occurred at night just after the two ships 
passed through Hormuz on the way into the Persian Gulf, tore 
a hole in the hull of the New Orleans.  That ship, which was 
on its maiden deployment, was repaired over a two-month 
span in theater, costing $2.3 million.  Hartford was forced to 
take a month-long surface transit home. 

The collision injured some members of 
Hartford’s crew, but none was serious.  
The commanding officer and chief of the 
boat were fired after the incident. 

No Refills... 

A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor’s office. 

“Is it true,” she wanted to know, “that the medication you 
prescribed has to be taken for the rest of my life?” 

“Yes, I’m afraid so,” the doctor told her. 

There was a moment of silence before the senior lady re-
plied, “I’m wondering, then, just how serious is my condition 
because this prescription is marked ‘NO REFILLS’.” 

 

Brave Cowboy... 

A cowboy appeared before St. Peter at the Pearly Gates. 

“Have you ever done anything of particular merit?” St. Peter 
asked. 

“Well, I can think of one thing,” the cowboy offered. “On a 
trip to the Black Hills out in South Dakota, I came upon a 
gang of bikers, who were threatening a young woman.  I di-
rected them to leave her alone, but they wouldn’t listen.”  So, 
I approached the largest and most heavily tattooed biker and 
smacked him in his face, kicked his bike over, ripped out his 
nose ring, and threw it on the ground.  I yelled, “Now, back 
off!!  Or I’ll kick the sh*t out of all of you!” 

St. Peter was impressed, and asked the cowboy, “When did 
this happen?” 

“Just a couple of minutes ago…” 

 

Salesman’s Delight… 

John was a salesman’s delight when it came to any kind of unusual 
gimmick.  His wife Marsha had long ago given up trying to get him 
to change.  One day John came home with another one of his un-
usual purchases.  It was a robot that John claimed was actually a lie 
detector. 

It was about 5:30 that afternoon when Tommy, their 11 year old 
son, returned home from school.  Tommy was over 2 hours late.  
“Where have you been?  Why are you over 2 hours late getting 
home?” asked John..  “Several of us went to the library to work on 
an extra credit project,” Said Tommy.  The robot then walked 
around the table and slapped Tommy, knocking him completely out 
of his chair. 

“Son,” said John, “this robot is a lie detector, now tell us where you 
really were after school. 

“We went to Bobby’s house and watched a movie.” said Tommy. 

“What did you watch?” asked Marsha. 

“The Ten Commandments,” answered Tommy.  The robot went 
around to Tommy and once again slapped him, knocking him off his 
chair once more.  With his lip quivering, Tommy got up, sat down 
and said, “I am sorry I lied.  We really watched a tape called Sex 
Queen.” 

“I am ashamed of you son,” said John.  “When I was your age, I 
never lied to my parents.”  The robot then walked around to John 
and delivered a whack that nearly knocked him out of his chair. 

Marsha doubled over in laughter, almost in tears and said, “Boy, 
did you ever ask for that one!  You can’t be too mad with Tommy.  
After all, he is your son!”  With that the robot immediately walked 
around to Marsha and knocked her out of her chair. 
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