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The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 8 October 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 8 October 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

Chow to be served before Base Meeting 
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USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

10 September 2009 

1900 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Chuck 
Nelson. 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates. 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for September: Chris Staf-

ford and Mike Whitmarsh. 
Invocation by: Scott Duncan. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by: Chuck Nelson. 
Introductions: ALL. 
Secretary’s Report—E Board Minutes: Gary Webb. 
Treasurer’s Report: Scott Duncan. 
Old Business: 

Bill Bryan does not need anymore books for care 
packages for our troops, for awhile. 

Work Party for trailer cover will be at Fred 
Carneau’s on Saturday 19 September—1000 
until done. 

Tudor Davis is reported as doing fine after knee 
replacement surgery. 

The Memorial Service for Rudy Valencia will be 
on Friday 25 September at 1300 in Willamette 
National Cemetery.  Please wear your vest. 

Good of the Order: 
Massing of the Colors will be on October 25th.  

(See Article at Right). 
Benediction by Base Chaplin: Scott Duncan. 

1955 Meeting adjourned. 
Sailing List—23 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr; Burgess;  

Carneau; Corbett; Dolan; Duncan; Fong; Hager; 
Hanson; Lee; Lindberg; McComiskey; Miller; 
Musa, W.; Nelson; Pleming; Smith; Stafford; 
Sumner; Vick; Walters; Webb; and Whitmarsh. 

Respectfully submitted 
Gary Webb, 
Blueback Base Vice Commander 

SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———      
This month finds another “B-Girl” from 

the past.  He is a base life member, but 
lives about as far away from the meeting 
hall as any other member. 

Last month’s picture was of Ron Collins. 

Field day your seabag and get those pic-
ture dusted off and sent to me, I know they 
are out there. 

Does anyone have an idea for another 
monthly feature?  How about putting your 
writing talents to use with a column for the 
Sanitary.  Any topic, of interest to our members  
would be acceptable.  Let me know!  
daveem1ss@q.com 

Annual Massing of the Colors… 

Portland Chapter of the Military Order of World Wars Mass-
ing of the Colors will present its annual massing of the colors 
and service remembrance. 

25 October 2009 at 1400 
OREGON NATIONAL GUARD KLIEVER ARMORY 

10000 NE 33rd Drive—Portland, Oregon 

The Massing of the Colors is a patriotic event.  It focuses 
attention on the positive aspects of the nation by acknowledg-
ing our heritage of freedom and its symbolic representation—
the Flag of the United States of America.  It is a patriotic cere-
mony to rededicate our faith in the colors of the United States 
and to present our support to those Colors and of the Service-
men and women those Colors represent.  It combines the col-
ors and color guards of Active and Reserve Component mili-
tary units, veterans’ organizations, civic and patriotic organi-
zations. 

The Massing originated with The Society of the Massing of 
the Colors which was organized on Armistice Day, 1922, by 
distinguished military officers, veterans and civic leaders. The 
Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) took over the 
promotion of this inspiring ceremony when the Society of the 
Massing of the Colors faded away. 

The ceremony is relatively short, but moving and meaning-
ful. Respect and honor is rendered the flag, homage is paid to 
those who struggled to preserve our freedom, and the people 
who attend are imbued with patriotism and love of country. 

This annual ceremony assembles Colors and Color Guards 
representing many religious, military, veteran, patriotic, 
scouting and civic organizations. These participants assemble, 
en masse, under their own banner in a patriotic ceremony to 
provide a living tribute to our heritage and the dead of all our 
wars who helped preserve it. 

Blueback Base intends to participate in this years ceremony.  
Let’s all be there wearing vests.  This is a very inspiring 
event.  The armory is just off Marine Drive at 33 Drive near 
the West end of the Portland Airport. 

mailto:daveem1ss@q.com?subject=Sanitary%20column�
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The Navy is 234 years old… 

On Friday, 13 October 1775, meeting in Philadelphia, the 
Continental Congress voted to fit out two sailing vessels, 
armed with ten carriage guns, as well as swivel guns, and 
manned by crews of eighty, and to send them out on a cruise 
of three months to intercept transports carrying munitions and 
stores to the British army in America.  This was the original 
legislation out of which the Continental Navy grew and as 
such constitutes the birth certificate of the navy. 

In 1972 Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Admiral Elmo R. 
Zumwalt authorized recognition of 13 October as the Navy’s 
birthday.  In contrast to Navy Day, the Navy Birthday is in-
tended as an internal activity for members of the active forces 
and reserves, as well as retirees, and dependents.  Since 1972 
each CNO has encouraged a Navy-wide celebration of this 
occasion “to enhance a greater appreciation of our Navy heri-
tage, and to provide a positive influence toward pride and pro-
fessionalism in the naval service.” 

In the United States, the Navy League of the United States 
organized the first Navy Day in 1922, holding it on 27 Octo-
ber because it was the birthday of the Navy-supporting Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt.  Although meeting with mixed re-
views the first year, in 1923 over 50 major cities participated, 
and the United States Navy sent a number of its ships to vari-
ous port cities for the occasion.  The 1945 Navy Day was an 
especially large celebration, with President Harry S. Truman 
reviewing the fleet in New York Harbor. 

In 1949, Louis A. Johnson, secretary of the newly-created 
Department of Defense, directed that the U.S. Navy’s partici-
pation occur on Armed Forces Day in May, although as a ci-
vilian organization the Navy League was not affected by this 
directive, and continued to organize Navy Day celebrations as 
before.  In the 1970’s, the “birthday” of the Continental Navy 
was found to be 13 October 1775, and so CNO Admiral Elmo 
R. Zumwalt worked with the Navy League to define 13 Octo-
ber as the new date of Navy Day. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY—U.S.NAVY 

SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  ———    

USS Holland (SS-1) Anniversary… 

The Holland included many features that submarines of the 
early 20th century would exhibit, albeit in later, more ad-
vanced forms.  It had both an internal combustion engine for 
running on the surface, and an electric power plant for sub-
merged operation.  She had a re-loadable torpedo tube and a 
deck gun, in its case a pneumatic dynamite gun. There was a 
conning tower from which the boat and its weapons could be 
directed.  Finally, she had all the necessary ballast and trim 
tanks to make precise changes in depth and attitude underwa-
ter. 

The Holland VI eventually proved its validity and worthi-
ness as a warship and was ultimately purchased by the Ameri-
can Government for the sum of $150,000 on 11 April 1900.  It 
was considered to be the first truly successful craft of its type. 

The Holland VI was modified since its christening, and was 
renamed USS Holland (SS-1) when it was commissioned by 
the U.S. Navy on 12 October 1900, at Newport, Rhode Is-
land, with Lieutenant Harry H. Caldwell in command. 

The USS Holland was the first commissioned submarine in 
the United States Navy and is the first of the unbroken line of 
submarines in the Navy.  It was the third submarine to be 
owned by the Navy however.  The first such submarine was 
the Submarine Propeller (aka Alligator) while the second was 
the Intelligent Whale. 

The United States Government soon ordered more subma-
rines from Holland’s company which were to be known as 
Plunger-class.  These became America’s first fleet of under-
water naval vessels:  USS Plunger (SS-2), USS Adder (SS-3), 
USS Grampus (SS-3), USS Moccasin (SS-5), USS Pike (SS-
6), USS Porpoise (SS-7), and USS Shark (SS-8). 

Holland, along with six other Holland-type submarines, were 
based in New Suffolk, New York on the North Fork of Long 
Island between 1899 and 1905, prompting the hamlet to claim 
to be the “First Submarine Base” in the United States. 

Displacement: 
64 tons surfaced 
74 tons submerged 

Length: 53 ft 10 in overall 
Beam: 10 ft 4 in extreme 
Draft: 8 ft 6 in. 
Propulsion: 

45 bhp Otto gasoline engine 
75 bhp E.D. electric motor 
66-cell Exide battery 
1 screw 

Speed: 
8 knots surfaced. 
5 knots submerged 

Complement: 6. 

Armament: 
1 × 18-inch torpedo tube. 
1 × 8.4-inch dynamite gun. 
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New Navy training film (video)… 

from Navy Times Scoop Deck 23 September 2009 

http://www.navy.mil/swf/mmu/mmplyr.asp?id=13177 

Proper cleanliness is important, according to the Navy, from 
the barrel of a 5-inch gun to your own hands.  A new video 
demonstrates how to wash them the Navy way. 

Navy work is dirty work.  Whether you’re elbow-deep in a 
gas turbine or handling delicate china teacups at a black-tie 
embassy reception in Jakarta, it’s gonna get messy out there.  
That, presumably, is what spurred the creation of this video 
demonstrating how you should wash your hands — the Navy 
w a y .  
‘ C a u s e 
y o u ’ v e 
b e e n 
doin’ it 
w r o n g , 
shipmate! 

Accord-
ing to the 
N a v y 
v i d e o , 
you should spend enough time working in the soap lather to 
hum “Anchors Aweigh,” and then treat every surface in the 
restroom like a mysophobiac: 

Mysophobia is a term used to describe a pathological fear of 
contact with dirt, to avoid contamination and germs.  Some-
one who has such a fear is often referred to as a mysophobe. 

THE LIGHTER SIDE —  
I was having trouble with my computer.  So, I called Rich-

ard, the 11 year old next door whose bedroom looks like Mis-
sion Control, and asked him to come over.  Richard clicked a 
couple of buttons and solved the problem.  As he was walking 
away, I called after him, “So, what was wrong?” He replied, 
“It was an ID ten T error.”  I didn’t want to appear stupid, but 
nonetheless inquired,  “An ID ten T error?  What’s that?  In 
case I need to fix it again.”  Richard grinned. “Haven’t you 
ever heard of an ID ten T error before?'“  “No,” I replied.  
“Write it down,” he said, “and I think you’ll figure it out.”  So 
I wrote it down: I D 1 0 T.  
I used to like the little s**t. 
 

Even under ideal conditions people have trouble locating 
their car keys in a pocket, finding their cell phone, and Pin-
ning the Tail on the Donkey - but I’ll bet that everyone can 
find and push the “snooze button” from 3 feet away, in about 
1.7 seconds, eyes closed, first time - every time. 
 

A Rabbi’s wife was expecting a baby, so he stood before the 
congregation and asked for a raise. 
After much discussion, they passed a rule that whenever the 

Rabbi’s family expanded, so would his paycheck.  After six 
children, this started to get expensive and the congregation 
decided to hold another meeting to discuss the Rabbi’s ex-
panding salary. 
A great deal of yelling and inner bickering ensued, as to how 

much the Rabbi’s additional children were costing the shul, 
and how much more it could potentially cost. 

After listening to them for about an hour, the Rabbi rose 
from his chair and spoke, “Children are a gift from God and 
we will take as many gifts as He gives us.”  Silence fell on the 
congregation. 
In the back of the shul, little old Mrs. Goldberg struggled to 

stand, and finally said in her frail voice, “Rain is also a gift 
from God, but when we get too much of it, we wear rubbers.” 
The entire congregation said, “'Amen!” 

Don’t touch the faucet after you’ve rinsed!  You’ll get 
germs!  Get a paper towel, dry your hands, and then use the 
towel to turn off the water.  Then, use the towel to open and 
close the door to the head.  When you have exited, you are 
authorized to dispose of the towel. 

The only problem with this technique is the water is running 
during the period that you are working the soap into your 
hands, the time it takes you to obtain a paper towel, and while 
conducting hand-drying operations.  Only after all that do you 
secure the flow of water from the tap.  Leaving the tap on uses 
at least 3 gallons of water per minute — imagine the amount 

of water that would be wasted if everyone in the 
Navy washed their hands this way. 

And, aboard the boats?  What are the capacities 
of stills?  Sanitary tanks?  Water hours for sure! 

http://www.navy.mil/swf/mmu/mmplyr.asp?id=13177�
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LOST BOATS, OCTOBER LOST BOATS, OCTOBER LOST BOATS, OCTOBER ———   

USS Sea Wolf (SS-197) — Lost on 3 October 1944 
with the loss of 102 Officers and Men when she was 
sunk by USS Rowell (DE-403), who rescued survi-
vors from USS Shelton (DE-407), hit by a torpedo 
from Japanese submarine RO-41.  Later that day, 
thinking she was attacking the culprit of the Shel-
ton attack, she mistakenly attacked Sea Wolf, in a 
submarine safety lane, and sank her  

USS S-44 (SS-155) — Lost on 7 October 1943 with 
the loss of 56 Officers and Men when she was sunk 
off Paramushiru, Kuriles..  She was on her 5th war 
patrol after attacking a target thought to be a mer-
chant on the surface, S-44 found herself in a losing 
gun battle with a heavily armed Japanese destroyer.  
Two men were taken prisoner and survived the 
war.. 

USS Wahoo (SS-238) — Lost on 11 October 1943 
with the loss of 79 Officers and Men near La Per-
ouse Strait.  Under command of one of the great 
sub skippers of World War II, LCDR “Mush” Morton, 
Wahoo was on her 7th war patrol.  Wahoo won a 
Presidential Unit Citation and ranks 5th in the num-
ber of enemy ships sunk.  She was lost to depth 
charges dropped by a Japanese patrol craft. 

USS Dorado (SS-24890) — Lost on 12 October 1943 
with the loss of 78 Officers and Men when she was 
sunk in the western Atlantic near Cuba.  Newly com-
missioned, she had departed New London and was 
en-route to Panama.  She may have been sunk by a 
U.S. patrol plane that received  faulty instructions 
regarding bombing in restricted areas or by a Ger-
man U-Boat that was in the vicinity. 

USS Escolar (SS-294) — Lost on 17 October 1944 
with the loss of 82 Officers and Men when she was 
on her 1st war patrol.  She was most likely lost to a 
mine somewhere in the Yellow Sea. 

USS Darter (SS-227)  — Lost on 24 October 1944 
when she became grounded on the Bombay Shoal 
off Palawan and was then destroyed to prevent her 
falling into enemy hands intact.  The entire crew 
was rescued  by the USS Dace (SS-247).  Winner 
of one Navy Unit Commendation, Darter had sunk a 
heavy cruiser and damaged another and went 
aground while attempting an “end around” on an 
enemy formation in hopes of getting in an attack on 
a battle ship. 

USS Tang (SS-306) — Lost on 25 October 1944 with 
the loss of 80 Officers and Men in the Formosa 
Strait.  Tang was on her 5th war patrol.  She ranks 
2nd in number of ships sunk and 4th in tonnage, and 
had won two Presidential Unit Citations.  During a 

daring night surface attack, Tang was lost to a cir-
cular run by one of her own torpedoes.  Nine of the 
crew were taken prisoner, including CDR O’Kane and 
five who had gained the surface from her final rest-
ing place 180 feet below.  All survived the war, and 
O’Kane was awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 
NOTE: The book, Escape From The Deep, by Alex 
Kershaw tells their story and will soon be made into 
a motion picture to be directed by Duncan Jones. 

USS O-5 (SS-66) — Lost on 29 October 1923 with the 
loss of 3 Men.  As O-5 entered Limon Bay, prepara-
tory to transiting the Panama Canal, she was 
rammed by United Fruit Company steamer SS 
Abangarez and sank in less than a minute.  Three 
men died; 16 others escaped. Two crewmembers, 
Henry Breault and Lawrence Brown were trapped in 
the forward torpedo room, which they sealed 
against the flooding of the submarine.  Local engi-
neers and divers were able to rig cranes and other 
equipment and lift O-5 far enough off the bottom 
that the bow broke the surface, exposing a hatch 
which led to the compartment were the two men 
were trapped, allowing them to be freed.  Henry 
Breault was awarded the Medal of Honor for his 
actions. 

Blueback Turns 50… 

15 October 2009 marks the 50th anniversary of the commis-
sioning of the USS Blueback (SS-581).  Oregon Museum of 
Science and Industry (OMSI) would like to cordially invite 
you to join us in celebrating this historic occasion with a spe-
cial event on 15 October at 1400. 

The anniversary event will include a presentation where we 
will invite you to share your favorite memory of the Blue-
back, either as a submariner or a visitor.  Additionally, the 
U.S. Postal Service will be providing a special Blueback 
commemorative cancellation postmark and be setting up a 
temporary postal station at OMSI.  Refreshments will be pro-
vided. 

The Blueback is one of the most modern U.S. submarines on 
public display anywhere in the country.  She was the last fast-
attack, diesel-powered, sub built by the U.S. Navy and served 
her country for 31 years.  The boat was decommissioned in 
October 1990.  It was opened to the public in May 1994 at 
(OMSI), and is on permanent display at OMSI’s dock on the 

east side of the Willamette 
River. 
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Veterans Parade--7 November 2009… 

For more than 20 years, Vancouver has honored veterans 
with this annual Department of Defense sanctioned parade, 
presented by the Lough Legacy.  The Lough Legacy was set 
up by our own Ray Lough’s father.  The parade starts with a 
21-gun salute fired by Howitzer cannons from the Parade 
Ground of the Fort Vancouver National Site, continues along 
Officers Row and ends at Esther Short Park downtown.  More 
than 100 military, veteran and civic organizations and 2,500 
individuals participate in the parade.  USSVI Blueback Base 
will be one of the participants this year,  Join us for one of the 
largest DOD sanctioned veterans parades on the West coast.  

The parade assembly can begin about 0830; the parade be-
gins at 1100.  The check-in location is at Crosley Bowl park-
ing lot and assembly will be in that area.  We request that one 
person comes to the check in location.  Additional informa-
tion will be distributed mid October. 

Details, along with a map will be published in 
the November Sanitary.  We will have the 
Albacore float along with our newly covered 
trailer entered.  Hope to see all of you there 
in your vests. 

DUES are DUE… 

It’s that time again.  Avoid the rush.  Pay by 31 December 
and avoid the DINK—LIST.  Please pay your annul dues 
now.  Dues run from January - January, for both National and 
Blueback Base, 

See page 2 of this month’s Sanitary for pay-
ment options and the amount you owe. 

Make checks payable to USSVI Blue-
back Base and send to: 

Blueback Base 

P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97215-1887                 Thank you! 

SubVets WW II turn over documents… 

Pat Householder, USSVI National Commander, is presented 
with the Historical Legacy of the United States Navy Subma-
rine Forces of WWII by Clarence “Scotty” Scott, Past Na-
tional President SubVets WWII, and the Federal Charter, Sub-
Vets WWII, by Joe Cox, Current National President SubVets 
WWII.  This was part of the Memorial Service conducted at 
the USSVI National Convention in San Diego on 11 Septem-
ber 2009 

================================ 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

NEWS: Posing a question about Conventions 

Submitted by: Pat Householder on 9/30/2009 

------------------------------------------------------- 

For the past several years there has been concerned “chatter” 
about the rising costs of our Annual Conventions. 

Due to the size of our gatherings, it is very difficult to find 
locations that can handle our size convention that is not ex-
pensive. 

One proposal is to have a national convention every other 
year on the same schedule with the USSVI national election, 
rotating each convention by region. 

This would allow subvet families to participate in other vaca-
tions on the off year, and would save your organization over 
$10,000 in direct costs saved in the off year. 

Please visit the online poll at www.ussvi.org and express 
your opinion. 

  

Thanks, Patrick Householder, 

National Commander 

http://www.ussvi.org�
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How to slop paint and save money… 

A sailor with paint-spattered coveralls compares his trousers 
to the new Navy Working Uniform. 

Photo by Sheila Vemmer, Navy Times 

Check out this photo taken aboard the cruiser Anzio in the 
Middle East. Good to know that if you can’t afford the new 
Navy Working Uniform (which was designed to hide grease 
and paint), a bucket of paint and a set of blue coveralls will do 
the trick. 

So wait … the Navy spent $226 million to 
field a new uniform, just to have it look like 
another uniform it wants to hide? 

Navy’s First Guided Missile was a Loon… 

Long before Tomahawk, Trident, Poseidon Polaris, Sub Roc, 
or Regulus there was the Loon. 

The Loon was the U.S. Navy’s copy of the German V-1.  
The U.S. Army Air Forces’ copy was designated JB-2.  In-
tended for launching from ships against ground targets, the 
Loon had a pulse jet engine, a range of 150 miles, and was 
tracked by radar and controlled by radio.  All Loons built 
were used in tests after the war.  None were fired in combat. 

This missile was developed by the Army Air Forces (AAF) 
beginning in 1944.  As with the V-1, the AAF intended the JB
-2 to be a ground-launched missile used against ground tar-
gets.  The AAF started flight tests in October 1944.  The Navy 
developed interest in the AAF program shortly thereafter, in-
tending to launch the missile from escort carriers with guid-
ance from either shipboard or airborne radar. 

Formally, the Navy’s project was initiated under the Bureau 
of Aeronautics in April 1945 and at that time the missile was 
designated the Loon.  Initially, the Navy also designated the 
Loon as KGW-1 then in 1946 re-designated it as KUW-1. 

The Bureau of Aeronautics received some JB-2s from the 
AAF, and in June 1945 contracted with Republic Aviation for 
151 missiles.  The XM-1 system (using a slotted tube powder 
catapult) was selected for the launching system. 

The Loon was 27 feet long and had a wing span of 18 feet.  It 

carried a 2,100 pound warhead and weighed 5,020 pounds 
with the warhead and fully fuelled.  Powered by a PJ 31-1 
pulse jet which developed a gross thrust of 850 to 900 pounds 
at a specific impulse of about 1,100 pounds per second, the 
Loon had a 180 gallon tank and could use any gasoline-type 
fuel.  Control surfaces on the airframe consisted of a rudder 
and elevators.  The Loon was tracked by radar to the target 
and was controlled by radio.  Stabilization was provided by 3 
air-driven position and rate gyros.  An aneroid unit and mag-
netic compass controlled altitude and course through the gyro 
system. 

In late 1945, tests of the XM-1 system using dummy Loons 
were conducted at Point Mugu Naval Base in California.  
Several operational tests of the missile took place at this base 
in early 1946.  Directives were then issued in March 1946 to 
develop a launching capability from submarines.  Submarine 
launchings started in February 1947 from the U.S.S. Cusk (SS
-348).  Several months later, the U.S.S. Carbonero (SS-337) 
joined the tests and acted as the control and tracking station.  
Based on the successful results of these tests, the Navy di-
rected in August 1947 that submarine launchings continue 
through 1949 to develop terminal guidance procedures and 
tactical concepts for the Regulus, a submarine-launched 
guided missile with a range of 500 miles that was then under 
development. 

In late 1948, directives were issued to develop a launching 
capability from surface vessels as well.  The U.S.S. Norton 
Sound (AV-11) was selected as the platform, and four suc-
cessful launchings from her took place in 1949 and 1950.  The 
Loon project was cancelled after the last of these. 

With a maximum range of 150 miles, the Loon was launched 
at a minimum speed of 220 m.p.h.  It climbed at a rate of 500 
to 1,000 feet per minute to the altitude set on its altimeter.  
The optimum altitude in flight was between 2,000 and 4,000 
feet, and the optimum speed in flight 400 m.p.h. 

The Loon was one of the first guided missiles built by the 
U.S. Navy.  Knowledge gained from its testing onboard sub-
marines and surface ships led to the subsequent development 
of more advanced guided missiles, and eventually the sea 
launched cruise missiles which are still deployed by the fleet 
today. 



FROM THE CREW FROM THE CREW FROM THE CREW ———   
Bob Lee Sends— 

After 20 years of marriage, a couple was lying in bed one 
evening, when the wife felt her husband begin to fondle her in 
ways he hadn’t in quite some time 

It almost tickled as his fingers started at her neck and then 
began moving down past the small of her back. 

He then caressed her shoulders and neck, slowly worked his 
hand down over her breasts, stopping just over her lower 
stomach. 

He then proceeded to place his hand on her left inner arm, 
caressed past the side of her breast again, working down her 
side, passed gently over her buttock and down her leg to her 
calf.  Then, he proceeded up her inner thigh, stopping just at 
the uppermost portion of her leg.  He continued in the same 
manner on her right side, then suddenly stopped, rolled over 
and started to watch the TV. 

As she had become quite aroused by his caressing, she asked 
in a loving voice, “That was wonderful.  Why did you stop?” 

He said, “I found the remote.” 

 

Otto Tzevelekos Sends— 

My ex-wife started taking flying lessons about the time our 
divorce started and she got her license shortly before our di-
vorce was final, later that same year. 

Yesterday afternoon I got a phone call that she narrowly es-
caped injury in the aircraft she was piloting.  Seems she was 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-
butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.  Keep 
up the good work. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 
(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at bilshe94@aim.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books (paper backs take up less space in the mailing boxes), 
Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Stationary, 
Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, Personal 
Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth Paste), 
DVD’s, and Computer Games.  Bill says to hold up on the 
books right now.  They have plenty for the time being. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U.S. Post 
Office’s mailing boxes. 

While waiting to get underway for weekly ops the captain of 
a submarine was sitting in the wardroom with a couple of his 
officers.  While he was waiting for the coffee to be brought in, 
the captain decided to pose a question to them. 
He explained that his wife had been a bit frisky the night be-
fore and he failed to get his usual amount of sound sleep. 
He posed the question of just how much of sex was “work” 
and how much of it was “pleasure?” 

The XO chimed in with 75-25% in favor of work and the 
engineer said it was 50-50%, depending upon his state of ine-
briation at the time. 

There being no consensus, the captain turned to the newly 
qualified seaman who was in charge of serving the coffee. 

What was HIS opinion? 

Without any hesitation, the young seaman responded, “Sir, it 

has to be 100% pleasure.” 

The captain was surprised and, as you might guess, asked 
why? 

“Well, sir, if there was any work involved, the officers would 
have me doing it for them.” 

The room fell silent. 

God Bless the Navy’s boat sailors. 

forced to make an emergency landing because of bad weather.  
Thank God the kids weren’t with her. 

The FAA issued a preliminary report, citing pilot error. She 
was flying a single engine aircraft in IFR (instrument flight 
rating) conditions while only having obtained a VFR (visual 
flight rating). 

The absence of a post-crash fire was likely due to insufficient 
fuel on board.  No one on the ground was injured. 

The photograph below was taken at the scene to show the 
extent of damage to her aircraft. 

She was really lucky! 

Base Elections— 

We still need volunteers for the office’s of Treasurer and 
Secretary.  Contact Ray Lough if you want to throw your hat 
into the ring.  So far we only have two candidates; “Collie” 
Collins—Treasurer and Dave Vrooman—Secretary.  The 
election will be held at the November meeting and ballots will 
be printed in next month’s (November) Sanitary. 
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HOLLAND CLUB HOLLAND CLUB HOLLAND CLUB ———   
 

Dick Hansen receives his HOLLAND 
CLUB certificate from Base Commander 
Chuck Nelson at the September meeting.  
Congratulations Dick! 

NEW BASE MEMBERS NEW BASE MEMBERS NEW BASE MEMBERS ———   
 

Left to right:  Tom Lindberg, qualified on the USS Guard-
fish (SSN-612) in 1972; Mack McConiskey, qualified on the 
USS George C. Marshall (SSBN-654) in 
1988; and Dennis Smith, qualified on the 
USS Barbel (SS-580) in 1963.  Dennis 
joined a few months ago. 

Sea Cadets… 

It is time once again for our annual US Naval Sea Cadet 
fundraiser and we would like to ask for your help.  We are 
selling raffle tickets and the list of prizes is below.  From the 
sale of the tickets we will be purchasing items like uniforms, 

ribbons, color guard gear, training item, or some of the money 
will be used for training opportunities for the cadets.  If any-
one would like to purchase any tickets, please contact me via 
e-mail at VeneeH@aol.com or by phone at (805) 481-7687 
and we can work out the details.  I will have the tickets for 
sale up to Dec. 1st. 

I would like to thank you in advance for taking the time to 
read this and for any contribution that any of you may make 
to help us out.  Also, please remember that there is always a 
standing invitation for all of you to come and visit our drill 
site, help out, and visit with these young men and women that 
you support. 

Here is the needed information about the raffle tickets for our 
annual fundraiser. 

***The cost of the tickets are $2.00 each, or if you would 
like to purchase a complete booklet, the cost is $20.00 for 12 
tickets. 

Grand Prize: A 5 day, 4 night cruise for 2 from San Diego 
aboard the Carnival Elation (a Carnival Cruise Lines).  Air 
travel to Los Angeles and return using air/sea Gateway cities 
anywhere in the Continental US will be provide using coach 
fare.  Dates of travel will be based upon space available dur-
ing desired dates in Jan., Feb, or Mar. 2010. 

2nd Prize: SONY Cyber-shot Digital SXC-W189 Camera 

3rd Prize: Phillips 7 inch Portable DVD Player 

4th Prize: BUSHNELL 20x50 Precision Binoculars. 

The winners will be chosen during our annual Christmas Ball 
on Dec. 12, 2009.  You do not need to be present to win.  
Winners will be notified by mail or phone, no later than seven 
(7) days after the ball. 

Sincerely, 

Venne’ Hetrick, LCDR, 

US Navy Sea Cadets 

Executive Officer, Central Coast Division 

Israel gets two more German submarines… 

Israel has taken delivery of two German submarines ordered 
four years ago, a military spokesman said. 

“We have received two Dolphin-class submarines built in 
Germany,” he said, on condition of anonymity. 

The submarines, called U212s, can launch cruise missiles 
carrying nuclear warheads, although when it confirmed the 
sale in 2006 the German government said the two vessels 
were not equipped to carry nuclear weapons. 

The subs were ordered in 2005 and delivery was initially ex-
pected in 2010. 

Including the two new ones, Israel has five German subma-
rines — the most expensive weapon platforms in Israel’s arse-
nal. 

Germany, which believes it has a historic responsibility to 
help Israel because of the mass murder of Jews in World War 
II, donated the first two submarines after the 1991 Gulf War. 
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The Navy is in Cyberspace… 

Adm. Gary Roughead, the chief of naval operations, has 
joined the millions who use social media. 

It was only a matter of time.  Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Gary Roughead has a Facebook page (http://
www.facebook.com/ChiefofNavalOperations?ref=mf).  He 
also has a Twitter (http://twitter.com/CNOAdmRoughead) 
account. 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) 
Rick D. West has also signed on to the new wave. 

Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/MCPON) 

Twitter (http://twitter.com/MCPONPAO) 

Navy Times has also made the team. 

Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/navytimes) 

Twitter (http://twitter.com/navytimes) 

Mullen’s spokesman, Navy Capt. John Kirby, said the chair-
man did tell Adm. Gary Roughead, current chief of naval op-
erations, what position Mullen was going to take on women 
submariners in comments back to committee. 

Mullen had focused some attention on this issue in the past, 
Kirby explained.  While serving as CNO, Mullen had asked 
Adm. Kirkland H. Donald, director of naval nuclear propul-
sion, and other submarine community leaders to “take a look” 
at ending the ban on women in the “silent service”.  That re-
view was still underway when Mullen stepped down in 2007 
to become chairman and, as such, senior military adviser to 
the president. 

Allowing women on submarines, Kirby said, “was something 
he always had in his mind and still believes in.” 

But Mullen doesn’t intend to hold “meetings or discussions 
with the Navy on this,” Kirby added.  “As a former CNO, he 
understands the Title 10 responsibilities that the CNO has.  I 
don’t think he is keen to be too deeply involved in what is 
clearly the Navy’s responsibility to manage the force.” 

As to why Mullen even raised the issue, Kirby said, “He was 
answering a question honestly about women in combat, and 
that’s how he really feels.” 

One Capitol Hill source said he was told by a submarine 
community officer that the Navy had readied plans at one 
point to allow women to serve aboard Ohio-class strategic 
missile submarines.  Kirby was asked if Mullen had these lar-
ger boats, nicknamed “boomers,” in mind for gender integra-
tion as opposed to the smaller attack submarines. 

“I don’t believe he’s made that distinction in his mind yet,” 
Kirby said. 

The Navy was under enormous pressure a decade ago from 
the Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services 
(DACOWITS) to open the submarine community to women. 
DACOWITS at the time was an influential 34-member advi-
sory group to the secretary of defense. 

In 1999, the Navy allowed several members of this group 
aboard different classes of submarines while underway.  For a 
few days they lived aboard.  But they returned to shore uncon-
vinced that the gender ban was appropriate.  That fall 
DACOWITS unanimously recommended that the Navy secre-
tary and the CNO “commit to the integration of women in the 
submarine community and develop an implementation plan.” 

Given that submarines are built to last 40 years, the group 
suggested it was unrealistic to assume women wouldn’t serve 
aboard these platforms at some point.  So, long term, the 
group wanted new Virginia-class attack submarines to be re-
designed to accommodate mixed crews.  Short term, 
DACOWITS wanted women assigned soon to the larger mis-
sile boats. 

If there were plans drafted to begin gender integration, they 
were shelved after the Bush administration arrived in 2001.  
With the Pentagon under new management, the number of 
DACOWITS members was cut to 15, their charter was wa-
tered down and their influence waned.  Gender integration on 
submarines fell from the group’s agenda by April 2001. 

Here they come, or are they?… 

Recent developments in the quest to open U.S. Navy sub-
marines to crews comprised of both men and women. 

1:  Women should be allowed to serve aboard America’s 
fleet of nuclear submarines, the nation’s top military officer, 
Adm. Michael Mullen, quietly has told the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee. 

If the Navy agrees to it, this would be a huge policy change 
and potentially a significant expansion of career opportunities 
for female officers and sailors. 

Women have been barred by Navy policy from submarines, 
even as the sea service began 15 years ago to integrate fe-
males into other seagoing combat roles including aboard sur-
face warships and in fighter jets. 

Mullen, former chief of naval operations and a career surface 
warfare officer, made his position on submarines known in 
written responses to questions from the committee to prepare 
for Mullen’s confirmation hearing to serve a second two-year 
term as chairman of the Joint Chiefs. 

“As an advocate for improving the diversity of our force, I 
believe we should continue to broaden opportunities for 
women. One policy I would like to see changed is the one 
barring their service aboard submarines,” Mullen told sena-
tors. 

Opponents of lifting the ban have argued for decades that 
space is at a premium on submarines.  To accommodate pri-
vacy needs of females, including separate berthing and 
“heads” or toilet/shower facilities, would be “prohibitively 
expensive,” the Navy has argued.  Watch duty, bunk manage-
ment, extra supplies and incidents of fraternization and har-
assment would complicate submarine life, according to one 
study done for the Navy in 1994. 

No senator actually raised the female submariner issue with 
Mullen during his 15 September confirmation hearing.  The 
focus was Afghanistan and Iraq.  And Navy officials had no 
immediate comment on Mullen’s position. 

http://www.facebook.com/ChiefofNavalOperations?ref=mf�
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With a single sentence in a 72-page packet returned to sena-
tors, Mullen has restored and elevated the issue to new 
heights. — Tom Philpott 

2:  Adm. Patrick M. Walsh takes over as the 32nd commander 
of the wide-ranging U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
 NOTE:  The admiral’s aid is the son of Blueback base mem-
ber Ron Collins and he writes:  Change of command, the 
Admiral and my son take two weeks leave and move into the 
job of JCom, he is now the Commander of ALL military for 
the Pacific Theater….chip off the old block….ha  

As incoming Pacific Fleet boss, Walsh said he believes that 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Maybus and Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Adm. Gary Roughead, who served as Pacific Fleet com-
mander from 2005-2007, are moving in the right direction by 
opening submarine service to women. 

Earlier this week, Maybus said he believes “women should 
have every opportunity to serve at sea, and that includes 
aboard submarines,” and Roughead said he is “very comfort-
able” addressing the crewing policy. 
3:  Admiral Mullen Risking Birth Defect-Hazardous Duty for 
Women on Submarines. Written by Elaine Donnelly Saturday, 26 

September 2009. 

Constantly Recycled Atmosphere Unlike Surface Ships 

Elaine Donnelly, President of the Center for Military Readi-
ness, has expressed surprise and disappointment that Adm. 
Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has stated 
that he supports the assignment of women to submarines.  
“Chairman Mullen”, said Donnelly, “apparently does not un-
derstand the most important reasons why women sailors do 
not serve on submarines.  The problem is not nuclear power, 
it is the air, which is constantly recycled in the undersea envi-
ronment.  Carbon monoxide and carbon dioxide levels in the 
air are safe for adults but a high-risk cause of birth defects in 
unborn children-particularly in the early weeks of gestation 
when a woman may not even know she is pregnant.” 

She continued, “By thoughtlessly pushing for co-ed subma-
rines, apparently to please military and civilian feminists, Ad-
miral Mullen has demonstrated an appalling unawareness of 
the health hazards involved, and a callous disregard for qual-
ity-of-life hardships that are difficult enough for sailors in the 
Silent Service.” 

“Admiral Mullen, Adm. Gary Roughead, the Chief of Naval 
Operations, and Navy Secretary Raymond Mabus would show 
far more respect for Navy women by taking the time to read 
the most comprehensive analysis on this subject, an SAIC 
Report titled “Submarine Assignment Policy Assessment.”  
She continued, “The report’s detailed analysis explains stark 
differences in habitability standards between submarines and 
surface ships.  It also explains the dilemmas future submarine 
commanders would face when they must choose between an 
extremely dangerous mid-ocean evacuation of a pregnant 
sailor, which would compromise the stealth of the mission, or 
a decision to force the sailor to expose her unborn child to 
atmospheric elements (not nuclear power) that are known to 
cause birth defects.” 

Donnelly further recommended that the military and Navy’s 
top leaders review the statement of Rear Admiral Hugh Scott, 
MC, USN (Ret.), a recognized expert in undersea medicine, 
who explained the health risks of assigning women to subma-
rines in a letter to the House Armed Services Committee.  
Among other things, Dr. Scott explained that ectopic pregnan-
cies, which are not statistically rare, would create additional 
emergencies requiring immediate, extremely hazardous 
evacuations, sometimes in mid-ocean.  

She added, “Britain, Canada, and the American Navy do not 
put women on submarines primarily because of these irresolv-
able health risks and operational complications.  In addition, 
habitability standards on subs are well below minimum stan-
dards on surface ships.  Crowd them even more, in order to 
provide separate quarters for female officers and enlisted sail-
ors, and morale as well as discipline would suffer.” 

Donnelly also noted that there is a law requiring the Navy to 
provide official notice to Congress before any funds are spent 
to gender-integrate submarines. 

So, are they coming or not?  Time will tell! 

“Elk Sex”… 

Two retired submarine chiefs were drinking in a bar one 
night. 

One says to the other, “Did you know Elks have sex 10 to 15 
times a night?” 

“Aw crap”, says one, “I should have know, I just joined 
USSVI.” 

 

The 377-foot USS Texas (SSN-775) -- the second in the Vir-
ginia class of attack submarines -- left the East Coast bound 
for its new home port at Pearl Harbor. 

The Pacific Fleet’s Submarine Force will not say exactly 
when the $2.7 billion Texas will join its sister ship the USS 
Hawaii (SSN-776), which arrived at Pearl Harbor on 23 July 
2009 to kick off the state’s 50th anniversary of statehood.  
The Navy cited its policy of not disclosing information on 
warship movements. 

The 7,800-ton Texas is the fourth ship in the Navy to be 
named after the state.  It left New London Naval Submarine 
Base at Groton, Conn., for Hawaii, a Pacific Fleet Submarine 
Force spokesman said. 

Besides the Hawaii and the Texas, the Navy plans to station 
the Virginia-class USS North Carolina (SSN-777) at Pearl 
Harbor.  It was commissioned in May 2008. 

During the ceremonies welcoming the USS Hawaii to Pearl 
Harbor, Rear Adm. Douglas McAneny, commander of the 
Pacific Fleet Submarine Force, hinted that a fourth Virginia-
class sub, the USS California (SSN-781), which has been 
under construction since 2006, might join the Pacific Fleet 
after it is delivered to the Navy in 2013. 

The Navy has said that by the end of 2009, 31 of the U.S. 
Navy's 53 fast attack submarines will be in the Pacific. 
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