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Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 11 February 2010 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 11 February 2010 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon — February 2010  # 191 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

USSVI  DUES 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

10 December 2009 

1910 Meeting was called to order by Base Commander 
 Chuck Nelson. 
Moment of silence for lost shipmates. 
Reading of USSVI purpose and Creed. 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for January; Les Savage and 

Reggie Seel. 
Invocation by Base Chaplin Scott Duncan. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Nelson. 
Introductions: All. 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman. 
Treasurer’s Report by Base Treasurer Collie Collins. 
Base Commander: 

Nominations are open for National USSVI offices.  
Anyone interested, info can be found on the 
USSVI web site:  http://www.ussvi.org or con-
tact Chuck. 

Old Business: 
Bill Bryan reported that he was in need of dona-

tions to continue sending “care packages” to 
our troops serving overseas.  Contact him with 
your donations. 

New Business: 
Ray Lough will check out locations for this year’s 

Submarine Birthday Brunch and report on a 
location at the February meeting. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed for the 
base to participate in the 4th of July parade in 
Canby. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed for the 
base to pay the fee for the covered area for the 
picnic.  Gary Webb will coordinate this year’s 
picnic to be held at Clackamette Park again this 
year on 14 August. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed for the 
base to participate in the Veteran’s Parade in Ft. 
Vancouver in November. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to ac-
cept the offer of the Ladies Auxiliary to provide 
meals once a quarter beginning in March (See 
Page 9).  There will be no more monthly “chow 
down” as we were reminded that this was voted 
on to be discontinued in the past. 

50 / 50 Raffle:  $28.00 won by Bob Lee and donated 
to the base.  BZ Bob! 

Good of the Order: 
The base will provide a prepaid credit card to the 

storekeeper, Sandy Musa, to be used to pur-
chase inventory for the base’s store. 

Bob Jackson reported that there have been numer-

ous articles written about the lack of thanks 
given to the women in the armed forces on their 
return.  He suggested that we invite local 
groups a future meeting and show them our 
appreciation.  He will look into it and see what 
he can set up. 

Bob Lee reported that there will be a memorial for 
Gary Zenk at Willamette National Cemetery 
this Friday, 12 January at 1430. 

Stu Crosby donated a painting of his qual. boat, 
USS Cusk (SS-348).  It will be hung in the 
meeting hall. 

Dave Vrooman will arrange to have Frank Weber, 
a local collector of Navy Memorabilia at the 
February meeting to show and talk about his 
collection. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to have 
the U.S. Sub Vets WW II documents, given to 
the base by them, framed to be hung at the 
meeting hall. 

16 February is the next combined Sub Vets WW 
II—USSVI luncheon. (See Page 9) 

 

2015 Meeting adjourned. 
Sailing List—34 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Burgess; 

Bywater; Carneau; Collins, C.; Crosby; Curtis; 
Dolan; Duncan; Fong; Gatchel; Hager; Jackson; 
Keffer; Lee; Lough; McComiskey; Miller; Musa, 
S.; Musa, W.; Nelson; Pleming; Savage; Seel; 
Smith; Stafford; Sumner; Thrall; Tzevelekos; 
Vrooman; Walters; Webb; and Whitmarsh, and 
Visitor Urbani. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 

http://www.ussvi.org�
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS…SUPPORT OUR TROOPS…SUPPORT OUR TROOPS… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-
butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.  Keep 
up the good work. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 
(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 
bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-
tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 
Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, 

Tooth Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U. S. Post 
Office’s mailing boxes. 

SUBMARINE HISTORY SUBMARINE HISTORY SUBMARINE HISTORY ———   
The S-boat USS S-37 (SS-142) built by Union Iron Works of 

San Francisco, CA was commissioned in 1923 and in 1942 
became the oldest submarine to sink an enemy warship. 

While on patrol in Makassar Strait off Cape William she 
sighted a destroyer, in the evening, which was thought to be 
an advance guard unit for enemy forces en route to Makassar 
City.  At 1800 the destroyer, allowed to pass unmolested, dis-
appeared to the northwest.  Thirteen minutes later, the mast 
and upper works of three destroyers in column were sighted: 
distance 5 miles, estimated speed --15 knots. 

A half-hour’s wait brought no transports or cargomen into 
view and S-37 went after the destroyer formation.  Moving on 
the surface, she closed the destroyers, all four in column, dis-
tance 8,000 yards. 

All torpedoes were readied and at 1946 she commenced her 
approach.  She was armed with the (comparatively) ancient 
Mark X torpedoes that had a tendency to sink before reaching 
their target.  A minute later, she sighted another closer forma-
tion of four destroyers, distance 4,000 yards, plus the dim out-
lines of three large ships resembling transports: distance three 
miles, on a northerly course. 

At 1951, S-37 changed course to go after the transports.  By 
2010, however, the destroyers to the submarine’s starboard 
had increased speed to maintain cover for the transports as the 
formation turned and crossed ahead of the submarine at 4,000 
yards.  By 2030, S-37, unable to gain an unimpaired shot at 
the transports, shifted to attack the destroyers.  Between 2036 
and 2040, she closed to point blank range, 800 yards, and 
fired one torpedo at each destroyer.  Thirty seconds after fir-
ing the third torpedo, she observed a hit between the stacks of 
the third destroyer, and, as black smoke rose, the destroyer 
buckled in the middle and the mid-ship portion rose forming 
an upside down vee approximately 20 feet above the bow and 
stern.  Natsushio (2,000 tons) was doomed and going down.  

She was, however, the only ship lost from this force, and the 
only confirmed ship S-37 sank in WW II. 

In February of 1945 she broke tow and sank en route to be 
used as a bombing target off Imperial Beach, San Diego.  
Days later her name was stricken from the Navy Register 

George Washington is50… 

RADM James Caldwell, ComSubGrp9 was the principle 
speaker at the 50th Anniversary of the USS GEORGE 
WASHINGTON (SSBN-598) ceremony held at the Key-
port, WA Undersea Warfare Museum on 8 January 
2010. 

In his opening remarks he introduced our own Tudor 
Davis TMC(SS)-ret to the audience as a member of the 
original GW crew who: 

Enlisted in October 1942 … started out in surface 
forces … saw the light. 

Sailed in USS HALI-
BUT (SS-232) 
patrols 5-10. 

Saw action in WWII 
… one of the 
heaviest depth 
charge attacks of 
the war. 

Returned to Hawaii 
via Saipan, sur-
face transit, damage too heavy to justify repair! 

Welcome Sir … we are honored to have you here today 
in the audience. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The USS George Washington (SSBN-598) was the world’s 
first nuclear powered ballistic missile submarine.  Arguably, it 
can be considered the submarine that has most influenced 
world events in the 20th Century.  With its entry into service 
in December 1959 the United States instantly gained the most 
powerful deterrent force imaginable - a stealth platform with 
enormous nuclear firepower. 

These first nuclear-powered submarines armed with long-
range strategic missiles were ordered on 31 December 1957, 
with orders to convert two attack submarine hulls to missile-
carrying FBM Weapon System ships.  With some compro-
mise in delivery schedules, the Navy agreed in January 1958 
to slip the launch dates for two hunter-killer Skipjack types of 
fast attack submarines, the just-begun attack submarine USS 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Scorpion (SSN-589) and the not-yet-started USS Sculpin 
(SSN-590). Funding was provided with a supplement to the 
FY 1958 ship construction program on 11 February 1958. 

The first two are essentially of the hunter-killer type with a 
missile compartment inserted between the ship’s control navi-
gation areas and the nuclear reactor compartment.  The keel 
of the first of these two ships had already been laid at Electric 
Boat, Groton, Connecticut, as the Scorpion and it was actu-
ally cut apart in order to insert the new 130 ft missile com-
partment (“Sherwood Forest”), thus extending the ship’s 
length. At other shipyards, three more ships of the same type 
were built, making a total of five.  The shipyards were New-
port News Shipbuilding and Drydock Company, Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard, and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. These were 
designated the 598 class ships since the first submarine, the 
USS George Washington was the SSBN-598. The term 
SSBN means Ship Submersible Ballistic (Nuclear) with the 
“Nuclear” referring to the ship’s propulsive power. 

The President signed the FY 58 Supplemental Appropriation 
Act on 12 February 1958 funding the first three submarines. 
The construction, which had begun in January 1958, used 
funds “borrowed” from other Navy programs.  The President 
authorized construction of submarines 4 and 5 on 29 July 
1958. 

On 1 July 1958, Submarine Squadron Fourteen was estab-
lished. 

The USS George Washington (SSBN-598) slipped underwa-
ter on the first strategic FBM patrol on 15 November 1960 
with 16 POLARIS A1 (1200 nm) missiles 4 years 11 months 
after RADM William F. “Red” Raborn became the director of 
SP, and 3 years 11 months after the SECDEF authorized the 
POLARIS. 

The USS Patrick Henry (SSBN-599) departed for patrol on 
31 January 1961. 

The George Washington returned from patrol on 21 January 
1961, coming alongside the tender USS Proteus (AS-19) at 
New London, Connecticut. 

The USS Patrick Henry returned from patrol on 8 March 
1961, but she came alongside the same USS Proteus which 
had moved to Holy Loch, Scotland becoming the first SSBN 
to use Holy Loch as a refit and upkeep anchorage. 

On 2 June 1964, the USS George Washington (SSBN-598) 
returned to Charleston, South Carolina, to off-load missiles in 
preparation for overhaul at General Dynamics, Electric Boat 
Division, shipyard in Groton, Connecticut.  This ended the 
initial deployment of the first FBM submarine, with PO-
LARIS A1's which began in November 1960. 

On 14 October 1965, the USS Abraham Lincoln (SSBN-
602) returned to the U.S., completing her initial deployment.  
She was the last of the first five SSBNs carrying the PO-
LARIS A1 to return to the U.S. for overhaul.  This marked the 
official retirement of the POLARIS A1 missile from active 
fleet duty.  These first five boats were being refitted to carry 
POLARIS A3 missiles. 

(Continued from page 3) In the early 1980’s, the GEORGE WASHINGTON was 
re-designated as SSN 598 and her missile launch capa-
bility was disabled to comply with the SALT I treaty. 
The WASHINGTON mainly conducted training exer-
cises in her new role. Decommissioned on 24 January 
1985, and stricken from the Navy register on 30 April 
1986, the GEORGE WASHINGTON spent the next 
years at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, 
Wash., waiting to be disposed of through the Navy’s Nu-
clear Powered Ship and Submarine Recycling Program.  
Recycling of the GEORGE WASHINGTON was fin-
ished on 30 September 1998. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

A new exhibit was unveiled in commemoration of the 
50th anniversary of the commissioning of the first ballis-
tic missile submarine during the ceremony.  “This ex-
hibit, titled ‘Forty-One for Freedom,’ honors the subma-
rines and submariners who have kept the peace during 
the Cold War,” said William Galvani, museum director.  
“The submarine USS George Washington (SSBN 598) 
was the first of the 41 freedom submarines.  It was com-
missioned in 1959, and shortly thereafter the United 
States built 40 similar submarines.  These submarines 
were the backbone of strategic deterrence for the United 
States.  They made sure our country was safe.”  Accord-
ing to Galvani, when the exhibit was created, he 
wanted people to know how the program 
was originated, what the submarines were 
like, and how many submarines there 
were. 

USS Los Angeles (SSN-688) Retires… 

Under a clear sky at the Port of Los Angeles, in San Pedro, 
CA several hundred former submariners and invited guests 
gathered to hear the USS Los Angeles (SSN-688) described 
as “the first and the finest” and praised for a career that in-
cluded 18 long-range deployments.  The Los Angeles was the 
first of a new class of submarines, the Los Angeles class. 

The USS Los Angeles was commissioned in 1976 to spy on 
enemy Soviet ships during the Cold War, spawning 44 similar 
models that will eventually be replaced over the next several 
years by the larger, more technologically advanced Virginia 
class of submarines. 

After commissioning she was first deployed to the Mediterra-
nean.  In 1978, Los Angeles transferred to the Pacific Fleet 
and was assigned to Submarine Squadron 7, homeported in 

Pearl Harbor.  The sub and her crew operated with 
distinction over the next 32 years, conducting 

17 Pacific deployments.  Along the way, Los 
Angeles earned eight Meritorious Unit Cita-
tions, a Navy Unit Citation, and the coveted 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Marjorie Sterrett Battleship Award, awarded to the Pacific 
Fleet’s top warship. 

Additionally, she was awarded her squadron’s annual Battle 
Efficiency “E” for excellence in combat readiness eight times. 
Los Angeles participated in four multinational “Rim of the 
Pacific” or RIMPAC exercises, and visited numerous foreign 
ports in Italy, Republic of the Philippines, Diego Garcia, 
Hong Kong, Mauritius, Australia, Japan, Republic of Korea, 
Canada and Singapore. 

The Cribbage Board: 

The United 
States Navy is 
steeped in 
c u s t o m s , 
courtesies and 
rituals.  One 
of the least known among these is the guardianship of World 
War II (WWII) submarine Hero and Medal of Honor recipient 
Rear Admiral Richard H. “Dick” O'’Kane’s cribbage board, 
traditionally held by the oldest submarine in the Pacific Fleet. 

Cribbage holds a special place among American submarin-
ers, serving as an “official” pastime.  The wardroom of the 
oldest submarine in the fleet carries RADM Dick O’Kane’s 
personal cribbage board onboard, and upon decommissioning 
it is transferred to the next oldest boat. 

Card games were a favorite form of entertainment for subma-
riners while on deployment during World War II and cribbage 
was a popular game on USS Wahoo (SS-238) with executive 
officer O’Kane and his commanding officer, World War II 
legend Dudley “Mush” Morton. 

Cribbage lore among submariners is that while patrolling in 
the shallow waters of the Yellow Sea during its fourth war 
patrol, Morton dealt O’Kane a perfect 29, the highest possible 
score for combinations in a single cribbage deal.  The crew 
felt that it was a lucky omen and Wahoo sank two Japanese 
freighters that night. 

Three days later, while patrolling off the Korean coast south 
of Chinnampo, Morton dealt a 28-point hand to O’Kane.  
They sank two freighters that day and another one the follow-
ing day. 

USS Kamehameha (SSN 642) was the longest 
commissioned of the oldest submarines to safe-
guard the board.  When Kamehameha was de-
commissioned in 2002 after nearly 37 years of 
service, the board was cleaned and restored and 

passed on to USS Parche (SSN 683).  Parche 
was the namesake of one of the most highly 
decorated subs to serve in the Pacific Fleet 
during WWII. When Parche decommis-
sioned in July 2005, the cribbage board was 

passed on to Los Angeles. 

With the decommissioning of Los Angeles, the board is be-
ing passed on to the oldest remaining submarine, USS Brem-
erton (SSN 698). 

(Continued from page 4) “It is with great pride that I hand over the ‘Dick O’Kane crib-
bage board’ to Cmdr. Howard Warner, Commanding Officer 
of Bremerton,” said Harrison.  “I hope the 
crew of Bremerton enjoys re-living 
history playing this great game as 
much as we have.” 

Virtual WALL… 

Someone sent me the link below which is a virtual wall of all 
those lost during the Vietnam war with the names, bio’s and 
other information on our lost comrades.  It is a very interest-
ing link, and those who served in that timeframe and lost 
friends or family can look them up on this site. 

First click on a state, then when it opens, a name, then it 
should show you a picture of the person or at least his bio and 
medals. 

http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm 

http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm�
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IT HAPPENED THIS MONTH  IT HAPPENED THIS MONTH  IT HAPPENED THIS MONTH  ——— 
U.S.S. CAVALLA (SS-244) 

Leap year babies, according to folklore, are possessed of ex-
tra luck. 

LOST BOATS, FEBRUARY LOST BOATS, FEBRUARY LOST BOATS, FEBRUARY ———   

USS Barbel (SS-316) — Lost on 4 February 1945 with 
the loss of 81 Officers and Men on her 3rd war pa-
trol.  Based on Japanese records, she was bombed 
near the southern entrance to the Palawan Passage.  
The day before, she reported she survived 3 depth 
charge attacks. 

USS Shark I (SS-174) — Lost on 11 February 1942 
with the loss of 59 Officers and Men on her 1st war 
patrol.  Shark was the 1st US Submarine sunk by 
enemy surface craft in the Pacific.  She was most 
likely sunk by depth charges. 

USS Amberjack (SS-219) — Lost on 16 February 
1943 with the loss of 72 Officers and Men on her 3rd 
war patrol.  Off Rabaul, she was attacked by a Japa-
nese patrol plane, attacked by a torpedo boat and 
then depth charged by a sub chaser. 

USS Grayback (SS-208) — Lost on 27 February 1944 
with the loss of 80 Officers and Men on her 10th war 
patrol.  She appears to have been caught on the 
surface in the East China Sea by a Japanese carrier 
plane whose bombs made a direct hit.  During this 
patrol she sank 4 ships totaling 21,594 tons and was 
tied for 11th in the number of ships sunk. 

USS Trout (SS-202) — Lost on 29 February 1944 with 
loss of 79 Officers and Men on her 11th war patrol.  
She was sunk by escorts in the middle of the Philip-

pines Basin after sinking a passenger-cargoman 
and damaging another in the convoy.  She carried 
out several notable special missions, including 
carrying over two tons of gold bullion out of Cor-
regidor in February 1942. 

RENTRENTRENT---A SCOUT  A SCOUT  A SCOUT  ———   
Fundraising for the National Jamboree 2010, the 100th year 

birthday for the Boy Scouts of America. 

The local troops for the Boy Scouts National Jamboree have 
been formed for Cascade Pacific Council, covering Long-
view, WA to Salem, OR and Astoria, OR to The Dalles, OR. 

If you have yard work, light labor, or other odd jobs let me 
know and I will contact the local Scoutmaster in your area to 
let them contact you for details.  The cost will be negotiated 
between you and the local troop leaders. 

Please let me know what you have for jobs.  My contact in-
formation is: 

E-Mail — gatchels@yahoo.com 

or, Home Phone — (503) 771-0540 

Thank you all for your support for the boys to earn their own 
way to the jamboree. 

  Arlo V. Gatchel 

  ETCS(SS) USN Ret. and 
    First Assistant Scoutmaster 
    National Jamboree Troop 719 

To that, a United States submarine, Cavalla, provides a sub-
stantial measure of truth.  On her first war patrol she sank a 
major unit of the imperial Japanese Fleet.  Years later, she 
managed to avoid the scrap heap when scores of her sisters 
were cut apart and melted down. 

Now she’s permanently “moored” on the Texas coast, open 
to the public as a memorial to members of the Silent Service 
who died in World War II. 

Cavalla was designed and built by the Electric Boat Com-
pany of Groton, Connecticut.  A member of the Gato class of 
fleet submarine, Cavalla’s keel was laid on 4 March 1943, 
and she was launched on 14 November 1943. 

Commissioned into the U.S. Navy in 29 February 1944, Ca-
valla was the first “Leap Year” submarine ever built by Elec-
tric Boat. 

Her first and most illustrious captain was Commander Her-
man J. Kossler.  He recalls some of her first days. 

“The Cavalla was scheduled to be commissioned about 15 
March 1944.  A delegation of my crew came to me and said 
they thought it would be lucky if we could be commissioned 
on 29 February, and be a Leap Year boat.  I wrote an official 
l e t - ter to the Navy Department requesting the 

commissioning date be changed.  The reason 
I gave was that ‘my crew thought it would 
be lucky and so did I’.  I was most sur-
prised when they approved [the request].” 

mailto:gatchels@yahoo.com?subject=Rent-A-Scout�
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SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———   
This month’s shipmate left California, 

moved to Oregon, and transferred to 
Blueback Base. 

Last month’s picture was of Bob Jack-
son, an engineman who qualified on the 
USS Pomfret (SS-391). 

Please send me your pictures from 
days gone bye.  Send by E-mail to 
daveem1ss@q.com or to the base Snail

-mail address.  I also need 
your pictures for the on 
line “Then and Now” gallery found on the 
USSVI web site. 

Deck Fittings—Mooring Lines… 

Here are the ANSWERS to last month’s Quiz.  Were you 
able to identify these deck fittings and mooring lines? 

New Olympic Peninsula Base… 

Shipmates, 

It is with great pleasure and an honor to make an appropriate 
and timely announcement of the birth of a new USSVI Base 
in our organization’s Western Region District 4. 

Olympic Peninsula Base held their first meeting 21 January  
at 7 p.m.  There were 14 members present, with three absent. 

Meetings will be held the 3rd Thursday of each month at 
VFW Post 7498, 31 Matheson Street, Port Hadlock, WA 
98339. 

Officers were elected and sworn in by National Commander, 
Patrick Householder. 

They are: 

Base Commander / (POC): 

  John Clear EMC(SS) USN Ret. 

  180 Robin Lane 

  Port Ludlow, WA 98365 

  360-437-1143 

  webmaster@usssealion.com 

Base Vice Commander: 

  Richard (Dick) French MMCS(SS) USN Ret. 

  P.O. Box 2433 

  Sequim, WA 98382 

  360-681-7247 

  apart@olypen.com 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

  Robert (Bob) Hickman YNCS(SS) USN Ret. 

  7173 Beaver Valley Rd 

  Chimacum, WA 98325 

  360-732-5021 

  hickmans@tscnet.com 

I have completed and will forward the District Commander 
Checklist under separate cover (USC), along with a copy of 
Olympic Peninsula Base’s Bylaws and Dear Shipmate Letter. 

A copy of their bylaws has already been sent to WRD Jim 
Dunn. 

Thanks to great efforts by Base Commander, John Clear, the 
planning, recruitment, base development and first meeting 
went off without a hitch.  David Niemy, Commander and sev-
eral members of Bremerton Base and I became dual base 
plankowners, and look forward to helping our new base bur-
geon into a chapter to be proud of. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

  John Mansfield 

  WRD4 Commander 

  253 202 6433 

  john@erasumner.com 

mailto:daveem1ss@q.com?subject=Submariner%20from%20the%20Past�
mailto:webmaster@usssealion.com�
mailto:apart@olypen.com�
mailto:hickmans@tscnet.com�
mailto:john@erasumner.com�


VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — February 2010 — Page 8 

 

FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  ———   

Gary Cox sends… 

The Commandant of the Marine Corps was General Al Gray, 
a crusty old “Field Marine”.  He loved his Marines and often 
slipped into the mess hall wearing a faded old field jacket 
without any rank or insignia on it.  He would go through the 
chow line just like a private (In this way, he was assured of 
being given the same rations that the lowest enlisted man re-
ceived.  And, woe be it to the mess officer if the food was 
found to be “unfit in quality or quantity”). 

Upon becoming Commandant, General Gray was expected to 
do a great deal of “formal entertaining”...fancy dinner parties 
in full dress blue uniform.  Now, the General would rather 
have been in the field eating cold “C-rats” around a fighting 
hole with a bunch of young “hard charging” Marines.  But the 
General knew his duty and as a Marine he was determined to 
do it to the best of his ability. 

During these formal parties, a detachment of highly polished 
Marines from “Eighth and Eye” (Marine Barracks located at 
8th and I Streets in Washington , D.C., home of the Silent 
Drill Team) were detailed to assume the position of “parade 
rest” at various intervals around the ballroom where the fes-
tivities were being held. 

At some point during one of these affairs, a very refined, 
blue-haired lady picked up a tray of pastries and went around 
the room offering confections to the guests.  When she no-
ticed these Marines in dress blues, standing like sculptures all 
around the room, she was moved with admiration.  She knew 
that several of these men were fresh from our victory in Ku-
wait.  She made a Beeline for the closest Lance Corporal, 
drew near him and asked, “Would you like pastry young 
man?” 

The young Marine snapped to “attention” and replied, “I 
don’t eat that shit, Ma’am.”  Just as quickly, he resumed the 
position of “parade rest”.  His gaze remained fixed on some 
distant point throughout the exchange. 

The fancy lady was completely taken aback!  She blinked, 
her eyes widened, her mouth dropped open.  So startled was 
she that she immediately began to doubt what she had heard.  
In a quivering voice she asked, “W-W-What did you say?” 

The Marine snapped back to the position of “attention” (like 
the arm of a mousetrap smacking it’s wooden base).  Then he 
said, “I don’t eat that shit, Ma’am.”  And just as smartly as 
before, back to the position of “parade rest” he went. 

This time, there was no doubt.  The fancy lady immediately 
became incensed and felt insulted.  After all, here she was an 
important lady, taking the time to offer something nice to this 
enlisted man (well below her station in life), and he had the 
nerve to say THAT to HER! 

She exclaimed, “Well! I never...!”  The lady remembered 
that she had met that military man in charge of all these 
“soldiers” earlier.  She spotted General Gray from across the 
room.  He had a cigar clenched between his teeth and a cam-
ouflaged canteen cup full of bourbon in his left hand.  He was 

talking to a group of 1st and 2nd Lieutenants.  So the blue 
haired lady went straight over to the Commandant and inter-
rupted. 

“General, I offered some pastry to that young man over there, 
and do you know what he told me?” 

General Gray cocked his eyebrow, took the cigar out of his 
mouth and said, “Well, no Ma’am, I don’t.” 

The lady took in a deep breath, confident that she was ade-
quately expressing with her body language her considerable 
rage and indignation.  As she wagged her head in cadence 
with her words, and she paused between each word for effect, 
she said, “I - don’t - eat - that - shit - Ma’am!” 

The lieutenants were in a state of near apoplexy.  A couple of 
them choked back chuckles, and turned their heads to avoid 
having their smirks detected.  The next thought that most of 
them had was, “God, I hope it wasn’t one of MY Marines!” 
and the color left their faces. 

General Gray wrinkled his brow, cut his eyes in the direction 
of the lieutenants, put his free hand to his chin and muttered a 
subdued, “Hmmm, which one did you say it was Ma’am,” the 
General asked. 

“That tall sturdy one right over there near the window, Gen-
eral,” the woman said with smug satisfaction.  One of the 
lieutenants began to look sick and put a hand on the wall for 
support.  General Gray, seemed deep in thought, hand still to 
his chin, wrinkled brow.  Suddenly, he looked up and his ex-
pression changed to one indicating he had 
made a decision. He looked the fancy lady 
right in the eyes and said, “Well, f**k him!  
Don't give him any.” 

Frozen Carburetor… 

In the fun world of the administration of justice, not all the 
laughs are in the court-room.  Indeed, giggles and guffaws can 
erupt at almost any time or place. 

For example: 

On a bitterly cold winter’s day several years ago in Northern 
British Columbia, an RCMP constable on patrol came across 
a motorcyclist, who was swathed in protective clothing and 
helmet, stalled by the roadside. 

“What's the problem?” asked the Policeman. 

“Carburetor's frozen,” was the terse reply. 

“Pee on it.  That’ll thaw it out.” 

“Can’t.” 

“OK, watch me and I will show you.” 

The constable lubricated the carburetor, as promised. 

The bike started and the rider drove off, waving. 

A few days later, the detachment office received a 
note of thanks from the father of the motorbike rider.  
It began: “On behalf of my daughter, who recently 
was stranded .....” 
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DOLPHINS… 

Sue McLaughlin, widow of Gary “Cowboy” McLaughlin, 
donated this set of DOLPHINS to the base.  It was decided 
that we would raffle them off with the drawing to be held at 
the Submarine Birthday Brunch in April (you do not have to 
be present to win).  Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 and 
can be obtained at base meetings from Gary Webb..  Proceeds 
will go into the base general fund. 

The DOLPHINS appear to be cast aluminum and are 35” 
long by 12” high. 

USSVWWII — USSVI Luncheon… 

The next joint Sub Vets WWII and USSVI Luncheon is on 
Wednesday, 17 February, with a Valentine’s Day Theme 
A short meeting—get together will start at 1100 when lunch 

orders will be taken from a menu selected for us.  Chow down 
will be about 1130, at the Hillsboro Elks. 
The Hillsboro Elks is located at 21865 NW Quatama Rd in 

Hillsboro.  See map in November Sanitary. 
All Sweethearts, Wives, and Widows are invited. 
For more info contact Keith Miller at (503) 646-4257 or E-

Mail:  klmfacg@aol.com 

Chow Down… 

The Ladies Auxiliary are planning a St. Patrick’s 
Day dinner for the March meeting.  First call 
will be at 1800 and plates will be $5.00 / per-
son.  Plans are to serve an Irish themed dinner. 

George Hager sends… 

    GOD BLESS AMERICA 

      Out of the ashes, 

    The rubble and debris, 

      Our Flag will always 

    And forever be, 

      The symbol of Liberty 

    And freedom for all, 

      In memory of Heroes, 

    AMERICANS ALL 

          ANON 

Collector to attend February meeting… 

Frank C. Weber, from Scappoose, OR, is a collector of U.S. 
Navy rating badges; ships tabs / patches; flat hat ribbons; 
postcards; ship’s menus; match covers; — any Navy memora-
bilia.  He will be at the February meeting with some of his 
collection.  This should be a very interesting display.  Don’t 
miss it! 

Beware of older men... 
A woman decides to have a facelift for her 50th birthday.  She 

spends $15,000 and feels pretty good about the results.  On her way 
home, she stops at a newsstand to buy a newspaper.  Before leaving, 
she says to the clerk, “I hope you don’t mind my asking, but how 
old do you think I am?”  “About 32,” is the reply.  “Nope! I’m ex-
actly 50,” the woman says happily. 

A little while later she goes into McDonald’s and asks the counter 
girl the very same question.  The girl replies, “I’d guess about 29.”  
The woman replies with a big smile, “Nope, I'm 50.” 

While waiting for the bus to go home, she asks an old man waiting 
next to her the same question.  He replies, “Lady, I’m 78 and my 
eyesight is going.  Although, when I was young there was a sure-fire 
way to tell how old a woman was.  It sounds very forward, but it 
requires you to let me put my hands under your bra.  Then, and only 
then can I tell you EXACTLY how old you are.” 

They wait in silence on the empty street until her curiosity gets the 
best of her.  She finally blurts out, “What the heck, go ahead.”  He 
slips both of his hands under her blouse and begins to feel around 
very slowly and carefully.  He bounces and weighs each breast and 
he gently pinches each nipple.  He pushes her breasts together and 
rubs them against each other.  After a couple of minutes of this, she 
says, “Okay, okay....How old am I?”  He completes one last squeeze 
of her breasts, removes his hands, and says, “Madam, you are 50.” 
Stunned and amazed, the woman says, “That was incredible, how 
could you tell?”  The old man says, “Promise you won't get mad?”  
“I promise I won’t” she says.  “I was behind you at McDonalds.” 

mailto:klmfacg@aol.com?subject=Luncheon�
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THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE ———   

All Puns Intended… 

Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got married.  
The ceremony wasn't much, but the reception was excellent. 

A dyslexic man walked into a bra. 

“Doc, I can’t stop singing The Green, Green Grass of 
Home.” 

“That sounds like Tom Jones Syndrome.” 

“Is it common?” 

“Well, It’s Not Unusual.” 

Deja Moo: The feeling that you’ve heard this bull before. 

Two cows are standing next to each other in a field.  Daisy 
says to Dolly, “I was artificially inseminated this morning.”  I 
don’t believe you,” says Dolly. 

“It’s true; no bull!” exclaims Daisy. 

An invisible man marries an invisible woman. The kids were 
nothing to look at either. 

I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day, but I 
couldn't find any. 

What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh. 

Two fish swim into a concrete wall.  The one turns to the 
other and says, “Dam!” 

And finally, there was the person who sent ten different puns 
to his friends, with the hope that at least one of the puns 
would make them laugh.  No pun in ten did. 

 

To Be 6 Again... 

A man was sitting on the edge of the bed, watching his wife, 
who was looking at herself in the mirror.  Since her birthday 

was not far off he asked what she’d like to have for her birth-
day.  “I’d like to be six again”, she replied, still looking in the 
mirror. 

On the morning of her Birthday, he arose early, made her a 
nice big bowl of Lucky Charms, and then took her to Six 
Flags theme park.  What a day!  He put her on every ride in 
the park; the Death Slide, the Wall of Fear, the Screaming 
Roller Coaster, everything there was. 

Five hours later they staggered out of theme park.  Her head 
was reeling and her stomach felt upside down.  He then took 
her to a McDonald’s where he ordered her a Happy Meal with 
extra fries and a chocolate shake. 

Then it was off to a movie, popcorn, a soda pop, and her fa-
vorite candy, M&M's.  What a fabulous adventure! 

Finally she wobbled home with her husband and collapsed 
into bed exhausted. 

He leaned over his wife with a big smile and lovingly asked, 
“Well Dear, what was it like being six again?”  Her eyes 
slowly opened and her expression suddenly changed. 

“I meant my dress size, you retard!!!!” 

The moral of the story: 

  Even when a man is listening, he is gonna get it wrong. 

 

Don’t Despair… 

Sitting by the window of her convent, Sister Barbara opened 
a letter from home one evening.  Inside the letter was a $100 
bill her parents had sent. 

Sister Barbara smiled at the gesture.  As she read the letter by 
the window, she noticed a shabbily dressed stranger leaning 
against the lamp post below. 

Quickly, she wrote, “Don’t despair. Sister Barbara,” on a 
piece of paper, wrapped the $100 bill in it, got the man’s at-

(Continued on page 11) 
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tention and tossed it out the window to him.  The stranger 
picked it up, and with a puzzled expression and a tip of his 
hat, went off down the street. 

The next day, Sister Barbara was told that a man was at her 
door, insisting on seeing her. She went down, and found the 
stranger waiting. 

Without a word, he handed her a huge wad of $100 bills.  
“What’s this?” she asked. 

“That’s the $8,000 you have coming Sister,” he replied.  
“Don’t Despair paid 80-to-1.” 

 

Wisdom of the ages... 

Last night at the restaurant an older friend came in and sat 
down.  His Grand Kids and Great Grandkids showed up about 
a half hour later.  They immediately started to chastise him 
because he won’t carry a cell phone, and they couldn’t reach 
him to tell him they would be late.  He looked over the brood, 
and calmly said. “The phone here works.  Had you just 
thought, you could have called here and said you would be 
late.  I was born just before, and lived through one world war.  
I went thru the Great Depression.  Then I got to fight in an-
other World War and a Police Action in Korea.  I farmed for 
the rest of my life, so far anyway.  I watched Vietnam on TV, 
Panama, Granada, Iraq 1, then the World Trade Centers, then 
Afghanistan and Iraq 2.  I survived all that without a cell 
phone.  So, just what is going on now that I need one? 

 

A Bad, Bad Day… 

A little guy is sitting at the bar just staring at his drink for 
half an hour when this big trouble-making biker steps next to 
him, grabs his drink, gulps it down in one swig 

Then turns to the guy with a menacing stare as if to say 
“What cha gonna do about it?” 

The poor little guy starts crying. 

“Come on man I was just giving you a hard time,” the biker 
says.  “I didn’t think you’d CRY. 

I can’t stand to see a man crying.” 

“This is the worst day of my life,” says the little guy between 
sobs.  “I can’t do anything right. 

“I overslept and was late to an important meeting, so my boss 
fired me.” 

“When I went to the parking lot, I found my car was stolen 
and I don’t have any insurance.” 

“I left my wallet in the cab I took home.” 

“I found my wife in bed with the gardener and my dog bit 
me.” 

“So I came to this bar trying to work up the 
courage to put an end to my life, 

--- and then you show up and drink the damn 
poison.” 

(Continued from page 10) 

Update — New Navy Uniforms… 

Who are those guys in the blue cammies?  They’re sailors, 
and you’ll be seeing a lot more of them as the Navy continues 
to phase in its new working uniform. 

The rollout of the new uniforms started a year ago in the mid
-Atlantic region, but only reached Northwest bases in mid-
November.  Naval Base Kitsap’s Bangor and Bremerton naval 
exchange uniform stores have been outfitting about 300 sail-
ors a week, Bangor store manager Sandy Mitchell said. 

The working uniform looks like those worn by Marines and 
Army soldiers, except it features a blue-and-gray digital pat-
tern instead of tan-and-green.  It is the result of fleet wide 
polls that found that sailors want fewer uniform types and 
lower-maintenance clothes. 

The new camouflaged working uniforms will replace utility 
(light blue shirt and navy blue trousers), working khaki and 
lesser-worn types of uniforms.  Blue coveralls will remain the 
standard working attire for sailors at sea.  The new uniforms, 
made in the United States of a 50-50 blend of nylon and cot-
ton, don’t need ironing. 

A complete outfit costs nearly $400.  That includes pants, 
shirt, blue T-shirt, cap, boots, parka and parka liner. Sailors 
are supposed to work their way up to four sets, though they 
only need one parka and one pair of boots.  They’ve received 
a clothing allowance over the past two years to pay for it.  The 
entire Navy must be changed over by the end of the year. 

Uniform Prices 

Cap: $6.60       Trouser: $37.35 Blouse: $35.10 

Blue T-shirt: $3.35  Parka: $171.10  Parka Liner: $57.45 

Boots: $73.10     Blousing Straps: $1.30 

Total: $385.35 

Source: Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor Exchange 
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Searl Stevens Sends… 

Proposal to USSVI… 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
OFFICERS-01: Should USSVI Adopt an “Official” Tartan? 
Submitted by: Pat Householder on 1/20/2010 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The Smoky Mountain Base proposes that the United States 
Submarine Veterans, Incorporated adopt the Polaris Military 
Tartan ("PMT") as an official organizational symbol that will 
foster friendship, a sense of unity, camaraderie, and pride of 
membership in U. S. S. V. I. 

Please read the below document, then respond back to me 
with your yes/no opinion at: 

nc@ussvi.org 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
 The Smoky Mountain Base proposes that the United States 
Submarine Veterans, Incorporated (USSVI), adopt the Polaris 
Military Tartan (PMT) as an official organizational symbol 
that will foster 
friendship, a sense of 
unity, camaraderie, 
and pride of mem-
bership in USSVI. 
History:  The PMT 

was designed for the 
Polaris Missile Fleet 
in Holy Loch, Scot-
land, in 1964 by 
Alexander MacIn-
tyre of Strone, 
Strone House, Ar-
gyll for the officers 
and men of the 
American Submarine base at the Holy Loch.  Thus, Polaris 
class submarines were the first ships in history to have their 
own Tartan.  The idea for a fleet Tartan came from Captain 
Walter F. Schlech, of the USS Proteus (AS19), who was 
Commander of Submarine Squadron 14. 

Registration:  Although Lord Lyon, the Scottish authority 
for approving Tartan registration in 1964, was initially ap-
palled by the concept of a ship’s Tartan, he ultimately author-
ized the PMT for use by all personnel attached to Polaris class 
submarines, support vessels, and shore‐based support facili-
ties located in the Holy Loch.  The PMT was recorded with 

the Scottish Tartans Authority and has been recognized by 
subsequent registrars since then. 

Description:  The PMT is identified as “STA Ref. 222” and 
“STWR Ref. 222” in the database of Tartan patterns main-
tained by the Scottish Tartan World Registry.  The navy blue 
represents the naval uniform; the dark green the depths of the 
oceans; and, the royal blue‐and‐gold overchecks represent the 
“Blue” and “Gold” crews who alternated on Polaris (and later 
Poseidon) class submarines. 

Extended Use:  After adoption of the PMT, the U. S. Navy 
converted to Poseidon class vessels.  The PMT was then ex-
tended for use by personnel assigned to Poseidon class sub-
marines, support vessels, and support facilities.  There are no 
restrictions recorded on the usage of PMT, according to the 
Scottish Tartan World Registry. 

Authority for Adoption:  Smoky Mountain Base contacted 
the Scottish Tartan World Registry to inquire about author-
ized use and copyright.  The Registry responded: 

“There is no authority with Tartan.  Many tartans get used by 
those who they were not intended for initially.”  The registry 
provided as an example the Edzell Naval Base Tartan, which 
became the U. S. Navy Tartan. 

Availability:  If PMT is adopted by the USSVI, any custom 
Tartan weavers world-wide can weave the pattern.  Smoky 
Mountain Base contacted several weavers in the United States 
who indicated they would weave the Tartan in bulk, in a vari-
ety of fabrics, if sufficient orders were placed.  Such items as 
neckties, bowties, vests, women’s sashes, hats, skirts, and 
kilts could be created from the Tartan fabric. 

Editor:  We could discuss this at the February meeting and 
take a vote as to whether or not Blueback Base approves this 
proposal, then inform the National Commander of the results, 
if this is what members decide to do. 

Portion of Stained Glass Window 
United States Navy Memorial, 

Washington D.C. 

mailto:nc@ussvi.org?subject=Should%20USSVI%20Adopt%20an%20%22Official%20%22%20Tartin?�
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