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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet: 
Thursday, 11 March 2010 

VFW Post #4248 
7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 

1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 11 March 2010 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

There will be a Special St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner before the meeting, prepared by the wives. 

$5.00 per person, all are welcome! 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon — March 2010  # 192 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

USSVI  DUES 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 
11 February 2010 

1900 Meeting was called to order by Base Commander 
 Chuck Nelson. 
Moment of silence for lost shipmates. 
Reading of USSVI purpose and Creed. 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for February; Les Savage 

and Ron Darkes. 
Invocation by Ray Lough. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Nelson. 
Introductions: All. 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman. 
Treasurer’s Report by Base Treasurer Collie Collins. 
Old Business: 

Ray Lough reported on locations he contacted for 
the Submarine Birthday Lunch. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to cele-
brate this year’s Submarine Birthday with a 
lunch at the Spaghetti Factory. (See page 5 for 
details). 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed 
whereby each person attending the Birthday 
Lunch will pay $10.  Blueback Base will pay 
the remaining amount of the bill for the lunch. 

Gary Webb reported that the site for this year’s 
picnic has been reserved at Clackamette Park.  
The picnic will be held on Saturday, 14 August, 
from 1100—1500.  Details along with a  map 
will be in the July 2010 Sanitary. 

New Business: 
A discussion was held as whether or not the base 

would change its By-Laws, as National has, to 
allow Associate Members to hold the offices of 
Secretary or Treasurer.  A motion was made, 
seconded, and passed to leave the By-Laws as 
they are for now.  It was agreed that if the need 
arose in the future they could be changed at that 
time. 

Mac McComiskey will arrange for speakers from 
local Women’s Veteran’s groups to be at a fu-
ture meeting.  Arlo Gatchel will arrange for 
awards of our appreciation of their service to be 
made for presentation to them at that time. 

A discussion of supporting the proposed adapta-
tion of the Polaris Military Tartan (PMT) as a 
USSVI official organization symbol was held.  
A motion was made, seconded, and unani-
mously approved to NOT support the proposal.  
An E-Mail expressing this outcome was sent to 
the National Commander, Pat Householder.  
(The National Board had voted down the pro-
posal. –See Page 4) 

A motion was made, seconded and approved that 
the base participate in the Memorial Day cere-
mony at Beaverton’s Veterans Park Annually.  
Bob Lee will provide details when are avail-
able. 

50 / 50 Raffle:  $21.00 won by Gary Thrall. 
Good of the Order: 

The painting of the USS Cusk (SS-348), donated 
by Stu Crosby has been hung in the meeting 
hall. 

Frank Weber showed and talked about his Navy 
Memorabilia collection. 

George Hager reported that there will be a Iwo 
Jima Flag Raising Ceremony in the Canby 
Adult Center on Saturday, 20 February at 0930. 

The wives gave us a run down on the St. Patrick’s 
Day dinner they are preparing for the March 
Meeting. (See page 5 ) 

Keith Miller gave a reminder of the US Sub Vets 
of WWII — USSVI luncheon on next Wednes-
day, 17 February, at the Hillsboro Elk’s Lodge. 

2020 Meeting adjourned. 
Sailing List—37 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Carneau; 

Collins, C.; Corbett; Crosby; Darkes; Dennis; Do-
lan; Fong; Gatchel; Hager; Heitzman; Jackson; 
Jacobsen; LaPan; Lee; Lines; Lough; McCo-
miskey; Miller; Montague, Jr.; Musa, S.; Musa, 
W.; Nelson; Pleming; Savage; Seel; Stafford; 
Stowe; Sumner; Thrall; Tzevelekos; Vrooman; 
Walters; Webb; and Visitors Speake and Weber. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS…SUPPORT OUR TROOPS…SUPPORT OUR TROOPS… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-
butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.  Keep 
up the good work. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 
(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 
bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-
tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 
Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, 

Tooth Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U. S. Post 
Office’s mailing boxes. Don’t forget Easter is coming. 

SUBMARINE HISTORY SUBMARINE HISTORY SUBMARINE HISTORY ———   

Sea Dogs and other Crew Members… 

Throughout the history of the Silent Service there have been 
many stories of four legged (or less) crew members.  Here are 
but a few of them.  If you have one of your own, send it to me 
and I will publish it in a future Sanitary.  These stories are taken  
from a wide variety of on line sources which I will supply on request. 

The Dogs: 
During WW II many boats had pet dogs.  They were usually small 

and of mixed breed.  Most were either bought or given to the crew 
as gifts.  There are even reports of some being acquired in trade for 
a case or two of beer.  One dog even dashed aboard a sub as the boat 
was getting under way.  The dogs cheered and amused the men dur-
ing their long war patrols; they helped relieve the tension and weari-
ness of hours of silent running or nights of surface attacks.  The men 
doted on their dogs and fed them steak and bacon.  These 
“crewmen” were even given ID cards, service and medical records, 
and in at least one case a uniform.  At least one miscreant even went 
to captain’s mast, twice! 

Garbo: 

Garbo was the perfect submarine 
mascot.  A mongrel puppy so small 
she could be concealed in a white 
sailor’s hat, she came aboard the 
USS Gar (SS 206) in Hawaii about 
the time of the boat’s tenth war 
patrol.  She and the crew took an 
immediate liking to each other, and 
she remained on board for the rest 
of the Gar’s fifteen war patrols.  
The puppy made her home in the 
forward torpedo room.  Whenever 
the sub got under way, Garbo sta-
tioned herself all the way forward 
on the bullnose and barked. 

Garbo earned the combat submarine insignia that she wore on her 
collar, along with a star for each successful patrol she made on the 

Gar.  Under the heaviest depth charge attacks, when the gauges 
were leaking, light bulbs breaking, and fires breaking out, Garbo 
remained as playful as ever.  The crew thought she should have got-
ten a medal for keeping their spirits and morale up when needed the 
most.  The skipper would put her on his shoulder and carry her up 
the ladder to the bridge at night for fresh air. 

One night while the Gar was running on the surface during a war 
patrol in the Palau Islands, Garbo stepped off the cigarette deck and 
vanished into the darkness.  The C.O. immediately began a dog 
overboard search.  With the boat making frantic circles in enemy 
waters, a lookout finally spotted the mascot below the bridge, safe 
on the main deck. 

Between patrols Garbo stayed with the crew at their hotel in Pearl 
Harbor. She joined in the ship’s parties, and like some of her two-
legged shipmates, she didn’t know her limit. After lapping up too 
much beer, she tended to blunder into furniture.  Garbo gave birth to 
two pups while the sub was en route to Ulithi; the father belonged to 
the USS Tambor (SS 198). The Gar’s crew traded the pups to other 
submarines for cases of beer. 

Skeeter: 

Skeeter the mascot of the USS Halibut (SS 232), was a swashbuck-
ler too.  The crew acquired him in Lefty’s bar in San Francisco 
while the sub was undergoing overhaul in 1944.  During his tour on 
the Halibut, Skeeter appeared at captain’s mast twice, perhaps a 
canine record.  He was first charged with disturbing the peace in the 
forward battery compartment and with being surly and belligerent.  
Cmdr. I. J. Galantin, the Halibut’s C.O., dismissed the case with a 
warning.  Skeeter’s second trip to mast came when he mistook a 
chief petty officer’s leg for a fire hydrant.  But the dog eventually 
received an honorable discharge and was mustered out of the Navy 
in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in July 1945. 

Chief and Spade: 

Sea Poacher (SS-406) had a sea dog in WWII that made patrols 
but was killed in an automobile accident in front of the Royal Ha-
waiian in Waikiki.  After the war they had a dog named Chief.  It 
was thought he was named Chief as he was light brown in color.  
However, good authority (scuttlebutt from the After Battery, of 
course) asserts that this was not the case.  He was called Chief, be-
cause he sat on his rear end all day and growled at people.  Chief 
was a liberty hound (no pun intended).  Having “open gangway”, he 
would sit by the brow waiting for the liberty party.  There were 
three or four bars just outside the Key West main gate, and they all 
knew him and each had a bowl with his name on it.  When the guys 
would order a round he would get one also.  Once when getting un-
derway for GITMO, Chief had what appeared to be a classic hang-
over.  The next day he was no better.  The next morning it was de-
cided to have Doc take a look at him.  Doc had only been aboard for 
about three weeks so no one really knew him.  After loudly pro-
claiming he was a Corpsman and not a vet, the guys talked him into 
looking at Chief anyway.  Another day went by and Chief was obvi-
ously getting worse.  Doc looked at him again, but several hours 
later Chief “shipped his oars.”  For some reason, it was weeks be-
fore any one came to sick call.  Spade was another Sea Poacher 
dog.  He would often nestle in the barrel of the 5 inch gun.  Spade 
would never “do do” below decks, and was always kind enough to 
do it topside.  On a transit to GITMO, Spade apparently became 
constipated and was taken to the GITMO dispensary for treatment.  
Rumor has it that he was “put down.” But what is thought really 
happened is that the Medics adopted him. Either way, Spade never 
returned to Sea Poacher. 

Potshot survived three war cruises aboard the USS Hoe (SS 258) 



VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — March 2010 — Page 4 

 

only to be run over and killed by a torpedo truck during a routine 
stop at Pearl Harbor.  Myrna, the mascot of the USS Sawfish (SS 
276), another casualty of war, was one of a litter of six pups born to 
Luau, the mascot of the USS Spadefish (SS 411).  Myrna still was-
n’t weaned when her crew smuggled her aboard the Sawfish; the 
corpsman fed her a formula of milk, Karo syrup, cod-liver oil, and 
vitamin pills.  At the end of the Sawfish’s ninth war patrol, the sub 
went to Camp Dealy on Guam for rest and recreation.  Myrna was 
sleeping under a table on which several sailors were sitting; when 
another man joined them, the table collapsed, crushing their mascot.  
The accident left the crew depressed for weeks. 

Myrna’s mother, Luau, was a plank owner on the Spadefish, hav-
ing come aboard in February 1944, lured from the landlubber’s life 
by a large, tender steak after the crew discovered her in a Vallejo, 
California, bar.  She distinguished herself in the service.  When 
writing up the Spadefish’s first war patrol, the skipper noted that 
Luau “contributed greatly to the morale with her ready playfulness 
with all hands.  She was a bit perturbed by the depth charges, but 
soon recovered with only a slight case of depth charge nerves.” 

If Hollywood had dreamed up a sea dog, it would have been Betty, 
a white toy poodle who was the mascot of the USS Whale (SS 239).  
She came aboard in Honolulu in September 1943, prevailing over 
the protests of the Whale’s executive officer by licking the captain’s 
hand.  She was then designated Dog First Class, issued service and 
medical records, and given the run of the boat.  She avoided the 
noisy engine rooms and hid in the control room during gunnery 
practice.  The men liked to take their dog on liberty in Pearl Harbor 
because, as the crew put it, Betty was a “girl getter”; it didn’t take 
long for the poodle’s escorts to strike up conversations with their 
mascot’s attractive admirers. 

A Goat and Rooster: 
Although never sea going or div-

ing crew members, it is reported 
that the USS Archerfish (SS-311) 
had on board, in 1961, for a very 
short time a rooster and a goat.  The 
rooster may have ended up served 
in the crew’s mess and the goat 
ended up as a member of COM-
SUBLANTMEDGRU staff, in the 
field of medical research. Report-
edly he was in a project that in-
volved filling his lungs with a spe-
cial liquid that allowed him to actu-
ally breath underwater for a couple 
of days. The goat later died, it is rumored, of pneumonia in the line 
of duty. 

A Skunk: 
After seeing the Blenny’s seagoing and diving dog, the sailors of 

the USS Carp (SS-338) decided to have a deep diving test depth-
rated mascot too.  A big discussion was held in the mess hall of 
what animal would be fitting to have in a submarine.  Many ideas 
from the sublime to the ridiculous were suggested.  All were shot 
down by the COB, a wise chief, for sure.  Then one of the more 
demented bubbleheads suggested a skunk.  The COB thinking that 
one would never be found and in one of the, sadly for him, weaker 
moments of his career said, “Okay.” 

One of the mess cooks went to a New London radio station to put 
out a call for a skunk.  Thinking it was funny the station put the call 
for a skunk out on the air.  Well the rest is history, as a lady donated 

(Continued from page 3) a skunk to the crew. 

The COB realized he had made a mistake but, was now unable to 
figure a way to back out of his agreement.  His only comment was, 
“If you SOB’s name him after me, the Skipper or the XO, I’ll keel 
haul the lot of you.”  The question was put to the Captain, who not 
realizing “Skunk” had been de-scented said, “What about the 
smell?”  To which a crewmember happily replied, “Oh he will get 
used to it, we all did.”  With a combination of mirth and disbelief 
flitting across his face the Skipper said OK. 

The thing that cut “Skunk’s” career short as the world’s only snor-
keling skunk was just that, snorkeling.  He couldn’t equalize to the 
pressure changes when the head valve shut.  This caused him to go a 
little berserk and he would run around in circles shaking his little 
head.  This condition would also cause him to nip the ankles of 
crewmembers if he bumped into them. Sadly, “Skunk” had to have 
his sea duty tour cut short. 

The Owl: 
During the mid-watch on 13 October 1944, an adventurous owl 

came on board the USS Tilefish (SS-307).  The feathered seafarer 
was promptly dubbed Boris Hootski and made official boat’s mas-
cot. 

And the Pussy Cats: 
Sunday 3 March 1912:  Submarine E-1 and her sister submarine [E

-2] entered the Brooklyn Navy Yard completing the second leg of 
their trip from Boston, where they went into commission, to Nor-
folk, where they will join the Third Submarine Division in  which E
-1 will be the new flag ship.  Each vessel, E-1 and E-2 carry a mas-
cot.  The mascots are big gray and white cats, and while 
each man has his own pet name for them they are offi-
cially known as Master (E-1) and Lady (E-2).  On E-1 the 
cat was contentedly sleeping on the sailors’ hammocks, 
which to save space are piled against the torpedo tubes. 

Official Tartan — NO… 

Excerpt from letter by USSVI National Commandeer, Pat 
Householder 

As you know, recently the Smoky Mountain Base proposed 
that the United States Submarine Veterans, Incorporated 
adopt the Polaris Military Tartan (“PMT”) as an official or-
ganizational symbol that will foster friendship, a sense of 
unity, camaraderie, and pride of membership in USSVI 

I subsequently asked for your opinion on this suggestion 
prior to taking it to the national board for discussion. 

The results back have been interesting, and probably predict-
able: 

o The Boomer boys mostly think this is a grand idea. 

o The Fast Attack fellows mostly think this is a bad idea. 

o The Diesel Boat greybeards mostly wonder, WTF? 

o A few responders made the point that our dolphins are the 
focal point of our friendship and unity, and a tartan might 
actually be a cause of friction. 

o A few more said they would go along with it if we had a 
tartan designed for all Submariners and not just for the 
Boomer crews. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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St. Patrick’s Day Dinner… 

The March meeting will feature a “traditional Irish St. Pat-
rick’s Day” dinner provided by the USSVI wives.  The cost is 
$5.00 per person.  This promises to be a meal not to be 
missed!  Bring your appetite.  First sitting is about 1830. 

Here is the menu: 
 

CORNED BEEF CABBAGE 

SHEPHERD'S PIE 

STEW 

CORNBREAD 

SODA BREAD 

DRUNKEN CAKE 

CUPCAKES 

o Others said “Forget it, I’m not Scottish.” 

I then took the question to the Board, who declined to accept 
the motion, so the matter is closed.  However, anyone wishing 
to wear a PMT kilt or this plaid to any events of their choos-
ing can do so without an “official” endorsement. 

Thanks to all who responded to this question. 

(Continued from page 4) Submarine Birthday LunchSubmarine Birthday LunchSubmarine Birthday Lunch   

Sunday  11 April 2010  1130  1430 

The Old Spaghetti Factory 
12725 S.E. 93rd Ave 
Clackamas, Oregon 

Menu: 
Chicken Parmigiana 
 A seasoned breast of chicken topped with melted 

cheese and  Marinara and served with spaghetti Mari-
nara. 

Baked Lasagna 
 Made from scratch in our kitchen:  layers of noodles, 

Marinara Sauce, ground beef and pork, and four kinds 
of cheese. 

Meat Lover’s Treat 
 Sicilian Meatballs, Italian Sausage and spaghetti with 

Rich Meat  Sauce. 
Meals served with coffee, tea, and/or water, Salad with oil 

and vinegar dressing, bread and spumoni ice cream. 
All meals (Members and Guests) are $10.00 per person. 

Make checks payable to: 
Blueback Sub. Vets. 

Send check and meal choice, A.S.A.P., to: 

 Collie Collins 

 17661 SE Alder St. 

 Portland, OR  97233-4926 
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LOST BOATS, MARCH LOST BOATS, MARCH LOST BOATS, MARCH ———   

USS Perch (SS-176) — Lost on 3 March 1942 with no 
immediate loss of life while on her 1st war patrol.  
She survived 2 severe depth charging in less than 
200 feet of water by 3 Japanese destroyers.  The 
crew abandoned ship and scuttled her.  Of the 61 
Officers and Men taken prisoner, 53 survived the 
war. 

USS Grampus (SS-207) — Lost on 5 March 1943 with 
the loss of 72 Officers and Men on her 6th war pa-
trol.  She was lost in Vella Gulf, sunk after engaging 
2 Japanese destroyers. 

USS H-1 (SS-28) — Lost on 12 March 1920 with the 
loss of 4 Men as they tried to  swim to shore after 
grounding on a shoal off Santa Margarita Island, off 
the coast of Baja California, Mexico.  USS Vestal 
(AR-4) pulled her off the rocks in the morning of 24 
March, only to have her sink 45 minutes later in 
some 50 feet of water.  She was originally named 
the USS Seawolf before becoming H-1. 

USS Triton (SS-201) — Lost on 15 March 1943 with 
the loss of 74 Officers and Men.  She was sunk 
north of the Admiralty Islands during a fight with 3 
Japanese destroyers.   Triton was the 1st boat to 
engage the enemy in December 1941 off Wake Is-
land, sinking 9 ships, 1 submarine, and a destroyer. 

USS Kete (SS-369) — Lost on 20 March 1945 with 
loss of 87 Officers and Men at the end of her 2nd war 
patrol.  Probably sunk near Okinawa, by a Japanese 
submarine that itself was subsequently lost. 

USS F-4 (SS-23) — Lost on 25 March 1915 with the 
loss of 21 Men.  She foundered 1.5 miles off of 
Honolulu when acid corrosion of the lead lining of 
the battery tank let seawater into the battery com-
partment, causing loss of control.  She was raised in 
August 1915. 

USS Tullibee (SS-284) — Lost on 26 March 1944 with 
the loss of 79 Officers and Men, on her 4th war pa-
trol.  It’s believed she was a victim of a circular run 
by one of her own torpedoes.  The lookout was the 
only survivor and he survived the war as a Japanese 
prisoner. 

USS Trigger (SS-237) — Lost on 26 March 1945 with 
the loss of 91 Officers and Men, on her 12th war 

patrol.  She was lost during a combined attach by 
Japanese antisubmarine vessels and aircraft.  
Trigger ranked 7th in total tonnage sunk and 
tied for 8th in number of ships sunk. 

RENTRENTRENT---A SCOUT  A SCOUT  A SCOUT  ———   
Fundraising for the National Jamboree 2010, the 100th year 

birthday for the Boy Scouts of America. 

The local troops for the Boy Scouts National Jamboree have 
been formed for Cascade Pacific Council, covering Long-
view, WA to Salem, OR and Astoria, OR to The Dalles, OR. 

If you have yard work, light labor, or other odd jobs let me 
know and I will contact the local Scoutmaster in your area to 
let them contact you for details.  The cost will be negotiated 
between you and the local troop leaders. 

Please let me know what you have for jobs.  My contact in-
formation is: 

E-Mail — gatchels@yahoo.com 

or, Home Phone — (503) 771-0540 

Thank you all for your support for the boys to earn their own 
way to the jamboree. 

  Arlo V. Gatchel 

  ETCS(SS) USN Ret. and 
    First Assistant Scoutmaster 
    National Jamboree Troop 719 

SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———   
This is IC Electrician month.  The 

mystery shipmate this month was 
an IC man on a diesel boat and is 
one of the newest members of the 
“replacement crew”. 

Last month’s picture was of 
George Hudson, another IC Electri-
cian who qualified on the USS 
Swordfish (SSN-579).  George has 
not been able to make the meetings 
recently due to his work schedule, 
but is retiring, again, soon so will 
be at base meetings again.  He lives near Sheridan, OR and 
has connected with another base member from his area to 
form a car pool. 

Please send me your pictures from days gone bye.  
Send by E-mail to daveem1ss@q.com or to the 
base Snail-mail address.  I also need your pic-
tures for the on line “Then and Now” gallery 

found on the USSVI web site. 

mailto:gatchels@yahoo.com?subject=Rent-A-Scout�
mailto:daveem1ss@q.com?subject=Submariner%20from%20the%20Past�
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ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ———   

   

   

   

   

Casper “George” Flink 
22 November 1929 — 15 February 2010 

George was born on the family farm in Taylor, N.D.  
The family moved to Monmouth in the 1930’s and 
later settled in Portland where he graduated from 
Washington High School in 1948.  He then joined the 
U.S. Navy and served four years.  He was proud to 
have graduated from the New London Submarine 
School and he served aboard the submarine USS 
Bream (SS-243) based out of San Diego.  He was a 
life member of Submarine Veterans (USSVI) and the 
Holland Club.  George died at his home in Indio, 
Calif., with his family by his side and was interred in 
Willamette National Cemetery  He is survived by his 
wife, Carlotta, daughter Linda, Grandchildren, Great 
Grandson, as well as many other relatives and friends. 

Submariner’s Prayer 
Eternal God, whose creative hand turned primeval seas into 

oceans wide, and whose omnipresent love can be as keenly 
felt beneath as above their undulating surface; descend with 
us now into the silent depths as our unfailing guide. 
We men of the silent service are grateful to be among the few 

ever to thrill with the excitement of a dive, and sheer ecstasy 
of each surfacing.  May we never look upon these maneuvers 
as mere routine, for each is an experience fresh with challenge 
and no little danger.  May we be ever alert to our individual 
duties realizing that so much depends on our doing our duty 
without error. 
May we remember the new member of our crew who is to 

make his first descent, and breathe a prayer that he shall be a 
good submariner.  May we, who know what it is to follow a 
course, also know Him, who said "I am the way."  May we, 
who gulp in hastily the first breaths of fresh air as it rushes 
down the hatchway following every dive, know also thy re-
freshing spirit. 
May we who know the necessity for companionship feel our 

partnership with thee when the hatches are dogged and when 
we are rigged for diving.  When all else of the surface world 
has been closed out, may we feel thee in every compartment, 
as near to us as throbbing engines, pinging sonar and the hiss-
ing of compressed air.  And when, as aging submariners our 
souls have descended into the depths of eternity, may the final 
call to us be "Surface, surface, surface," in the name of Him 
who rides as the unseen crewman on every ship at sea.  Amen 

Frank Weber brought some of his Navy Memorabilia to the 
February meeting.  He has a large collection including Rating 
Badges, Flat Hat Ribbons, and Ships Patches.  If you would 
like to see his entire collection and or have an item to add to it 
call him at (503) 543-7825 to make arrangements.  Thanks for 
making the trip in from Scappoose, Frank! 

Al “Monty” Montague, Jr. received his Holland Club Patch 
and Certificates from Base Commander, Chuck Nelson at the 
February meeting.  Monty is also a member of the Oregon 
Loggers chapter of U.S Sub Vets of WW II.  He qualified in 
1943 on the USS Stingray (SS-186) and made 8 war patrols 
in her.  He was a Quartermaster. 
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IT HAPPENED THIS MONTH IT HAPPENED THIS MONTH IT HAPPENED THIS MONTH ———   
3 March 1895 -the John P. Holland Torpedo Boat Company 

was awarded $200,000 to build an 85-foot, 15 knot, steam-
powered submarine to be called Plunger. 

8 March 1996 - USS Plunger (SSN-595), disposition com-
plete by Nuclear Powered Ship and Submarine Recycling Pro-
gram (NPSSRP) at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, 
WA., ceased to exist. 

17 March 1897 - Holland VI (SS-1) launched at Crescent 
Shipyards, Elizabethport, N.J. 

17 March 1898 - after surface trials and a 30-minute static 
submergence, Holland VI (SS-1) made her first dive under-
way - St. Patrick’s Day, fittingly enough, given John P. Hol-
land’s Irish Republican background - in the waters off Staten 
Island, New York. 

27 March 1898 - witnessing her official trials, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt urged that the Navy 
purchase Holland VI (SS-1), but it was not until 12 October  
1900 that she was formally commissioned USS Holland at 
Newport.  The Navy also ordered an additional six subma-
rines on the same model. 

28 March 1944 - USS Sea Fox (SS-402) launched at Ports-
mouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME. 

3 March 1980 - USS Nautilus (SSN-571) decommissioned 
and struck from the Naval Vessel Register 

1 March 1982 - in early January, USS Robert E. Lee (SSBN-
601) left Pearl Harbor, HI and headed for the explosive han-
dling wharf at Bangor, WA.  Upon her arrival, her A3 mis-
siles were off loaded.  Thus officially ending the 
U.S. Navy’s Polaris program after 21 years.  
She was re-designated SSN-601 and oper-
ated with a consolidated crew for the next 
year. 

BINNACLE LIST BINNACLE LIST BINNACLE LIST ———   
Audrey Scott is down with the shingles.  Hope you beat it 

soon, Audrey and make it to the next Luncheon.  A reminder 
for all, especially those who have had the Chicken Pox, that a 
vaccination is available to prevent this painful disease. 

DOLPHINS… 

Sue McLaughlin, widow of Gary “Cowboy” McLaughlin, 
donated this set of DOLPHINS to the base.  It was decided 
that we would raffle them off with the drawing to be held at 
the Submarine Birthday Brunch in April (you do not have to 
be present to win).  Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 and 
can be obtained at base meetings from Gary Webb.  Proceeds 
will go into the base general fund. 

The DOLPHINS appear to be cast from resin and painted 
silver.  They are 35” long by 12” high.  They will look great 
hanging on your wall of Submarine Memorabilia. 

You can E-Mail me with your ticket order: 
daveem1ss@q.com 

Navy to Lift Ban on Women… 

The U.S. Navy has moved one step closer to ending the pol-
icy that bans women from submarines.  Secretary of the Navy, 
Ray Mabus, and the Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. Gary 
Roughead, support lifting the ban.  The Secretary of Defense, 
Robert Gates, signed letters notifying Congress on Friday 19 
February 2010 of the Department of the Navy’s intention to 
implement policy changes to support a phased approach to the 
assignment of women in submarines.” 

Women started serving aboard Naval surface warships back 
in 1993.  The Navy said they have been barred from subma-
rines partly because of the close quarters and limited sleeping 
areas.  But, Naval officials and the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs have said the time has come to “broaden opportunities 
for women”.  The Navy put together the details of how it will 
move forward. 

If all goes to plan the Navy will institute a policy change af-
ter both houses of Congress have had 30 “in session” days to 
consider it.  Congress can only block the policy if they pass a 
law that specifically bans it.  According to the congressional 

calendar they have until sometime in mid-April to decide, this 
an official said. 

But even if Congress goes along, it will be at least a year and 
a half before a woman is able to serve on a U.S. submarine.  
The Navy plans to phase women onto submarine crews gradu-
ally, and the first to serve will be officers.  Submarine officers 
must complete more than a year of “nuclear school” before 
being assigned to a “boat”.  The hope is that 12 to 18 ROTC 
or Naval Academy graduates will enter submarine training.  
The timing of the order comes as graduating seniors at the 
academy and in ROTC programs have to decide which path 
they want to take in the Navy.  Officials say it is possible that 
one of the first women to take up the Navy’s offer, if ap-
proved by Congress, could be in command of a submarine in 
17-18 years. 

Since officers are already separated from enlisted personnel 
on a submarine, Naval officials say they can accommodate 
female officers first.  But, no money has been set aside to ret-
rofit sleeping areas or bathrooms for enlisted sailors in any 
submarines in service.  Normal sub deployments can last up 
to 7 months.  Defense Department officials also say women 
will not be allowed to serve alone.  There would always be at 
least two women on board.  There are discussions about hav-
ing female junior officers bunk with an experienced female 

officer, who could act as a men-
tor. Restrictions on pregnant 

women will be the same as those 
who serve on surface vessels. 

mailto:daveem1ss@q.com?subject=Dolphin%20tickets�
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THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE ———   

Sanitary - “napkins”… (Virgie Walters sends) 

Dear Sirs: 

I have been a loyal user of your “Always” maxi pads for over 20 
years and I appreciate many of their features.  Why, without the 
Leak Guard Core or Dri-Weave absorbency, I’d probably never go 
horseback riding or salsa dancing, and I’d certainly steer clear of 
running up and down the beach in tight, white shorts.  But, my fa-
vorite feature has to be your revolutionary Flexi-Wings.  Kudos on 
being the only company smart enough to realize how crucial it is 
that maxi pads be aerodynamic.  I can’t tell you how safe and secure 
I feel each month knowing there’s a little F-16 in my pants. 

Have you ever had a menstrual period?  I’m guessing you haven’t.  
Well, my time of the month is starting right now.  As I type, I can 
already feel hormonal forces violently surging through my body.  
Just a few minutes from now, my body will adjust and I’ll be trans-
formed into what my husband likes to call “an inbred hillbilly with 
knife skills.”  Isn’t the human body amazing? 

As Brand Manager in the Feminine-Hygiene Division, you’ve no 
doubt seen quite a bit of research on what exactly happens during 
your customer’s monthly visits from “Aunt Flo”.  Therefore, you 
must know about the bloating, puffiness, and cramping we endure, 
and about our intense mood swings, crying jags, and out-of-control 
behavior.  You surely realize it's a tough time for most women. 

The point is, sir, you of all people must realize that America is just 
crawling with homicidal maniacs in Capri pants...  Which brings me 
to the reason for my letter.  Last month, while in the throes of 
cramping so painful I wanted to reach inside my body and yank out 
my uterus, I opened an Always maxi-pad, and there, printed on the 
adhesive backing, were these words: “Have a Happy Period.” 

Are you freakin’ kidding me?  What I mean is, does any part of 
your tiny middle-manager brain really think happiness - actual smil-
ing, laughing happiness, is possible during a menstrual period?  Did 
anything mentioned above sound the least bit pleasurable?  Well, 
did it?  FYI, unless you’re some kind of sick S&M freak, there will 
never be anything “happy” about a day in which you have to jack 
yourself up on Motrin and Kahlua and lock yourself in your house 
just so you don’t march down to the local Walgreen’s armed with a 
hunting rifle and a sketchy plan to end your life in a blaze of glory. 

For the love of God, pull your head out, man!  If you have to slap a 
moronic message on a maxi pad, wouldn’t it make more sense to 
say something that’s actually pertinent, like “Put down the Ham-
mer” or “Vehicular Manslaughter is Wrong”. 

Sir, please inform your Accounting Department that, effective im-
mediately, there will be an $8 drop in monthly profits, for I have 
chosen to take my maxi-pad business elsewhere.  And though I will 
certainly miss your Flex-Wings, I will not for one minute miss your 
brand of condescending bullshit.  And that’s a promise I will keep. 

 

The Buttocks… (Tudor Davis sends) 
A married couple was in a terrible accident where the man’s face 

was severely burned. 

The doctor told the husband that they couldn’t graft any skin from 
his body because he was too skinny. 

So the wife offered to donate some of her own skin.  However, the 
only skin on her body that the doctor felt was suitable would have to 
come from her buttocks. 

The husband and wife agreed that they would tell no one about 

where the skin came from, and they requested that the doctor also 
honor their secret.  After all, this was a very delicate matter. 

After the surgery was completed, everyone was astounded at the 
man’s new face.  He looked more handsome than he ever had be-
fore!  All his friends and relatives just went on and on about his 
youthful beauty! 

One day, he was alone with his wife, and he was overcome with 
emotion at her sacrifice.  He said, “Dear, I just want to thank you for 
everything you did for me.  How can I possibly repay you?” 

“My darling,” she replied, “I get all the thanks I need every time I 
see your mother kiss you on the cheek.” 

 

Quiet…  

Buddy and his wife Edna went to the state fair every year,  And 
every year Buddy would say, “Edna, I’d like to ride in that helicop-
ter.” 

Edna always replied, “I know Buddy, but that helicopter ride is 
fifty bucks, And fifty bucks is fifty bucks.” 

One year Buddy and Edna went to the fair, and Buddy said, “Edna, 
I’m 85 years old.  If I don’t ride that helicopter, I might never get 
another chance.” 

To this, Edna replied, “Buddy that helicopter ride is fifty bucks, 
and fifty bucks is fifty bucks.” 

The pilot overheard the couple and said, “Folks I’ll make you a 
deal.  I’ll take the both of you for a ride.  If you can stay quiet for 
the entire ride and don’t say a word I won’t charge you a penny!  
But if you say one word it’s fifty dollars.” 

Buddy and Edna agreed and up they went. 

The pilot did all kinds of fancy maneuvers, but not a word was 
heard.  He did his daredevil tricks over and over again, but still not a 
word.  When they landed, the pilot turned to Buddy and said, “By 
golly, I did everything I could to get you to yell out, but you didn’t.  
I’m impressed!” 

Buddy replied, “Well, to tell you the truth, I almost said something 
when Edna fell out, but you know, fifty bucks is fifty bucks!” 
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Killer Submarines… 

Early in the cold war it was clear that in order to contain So-
viet naval forces there was a great need to deploy picket lines 
of NATO submarines at certain “choke points” around the 
USSR. 

SSK (anti-submarine submarine or submarine hunter/killer) 
submarines were to lie in wait on enemy transit routes, listen-
ing for snorkeling Russian submarines and surface transits.  
The target’s diesels would allow the SSK to detect their pres-
ence. In the event of hostilities, the American SSK’s would 
ambush Soviet submarines leaving their ports, when they 
would be at their noisiest, snorkeling at high speed to make 
good the long distance. 

There were 3 purpose-built small hunter-killer submarines 
(SSK’s).  Originally assigned K-number “names” these sub-
marines were given fish names in 1955. — USS Barracuda 
(SSK-1 / SS-550); USS Bass (SSK-2 / SS-551); USS Bonita 
(SSK-3 / SS-552).  In addition to these built-for-the-purpose 
SSK’s the nuclear propelled USS Tullibee was built as an 
SSKN (although designated SSN-597).  Seven war-built Gato 
(SS-212) class diesel submarines were converted to hunter-
killer submarines in the 1950’s and re-designated SSK with 
their SS hull numbers (214, 240-244, 246). — USS Grouper 
(SS/ SSK-214); USS Angler (SS/ SSK-240); USS Bashaw 
(SS/ SSK-241); USS Bluegill (SS/ SSK-242); USS Bream 
(SS/ SSK-243); USS Cavalla (SS/ SSK-244); USS Croaker 
(SS/ SSK-246); 

USS Grouper (SS-214), the first SSK conversion, was laid 
down by the Electric Boat Co., Groton, CT 28 Dec 1940 as a 
Gato-class fleet boat.  In 1946 Grouper became the first sub-
marine to have a Combat Information Center (CIC) installed. 

On 5 March 1950 Grouper entered the Mare Island Naval 
Ship Yard for conversion to the Navy’s first “killer” subma-
rine.  Her classification was changed to SSK-214 on 2 January 
1951.  Her superstructure fittings were removed or made less 
obstructive.  Her sail was streamlined and enclosed the 
bridge.  Additional batteries were added for increased under-
water endurance.  The most obvious change was the incorpo-
ration of the latest passive sonar equipment, the BQR-4 array.  
This Americanized German low frequency sonar unit, 20ft X 
10ft X 10ft, was wrapped around her bow.  This necessitated 
the removal of two of the six forward torpedo tubes and their 
piping.  The thinking was that early detection and advanced 
torpedoes with homing capabilities would offset the slight 
loss of firing capacity.  Additional sonar gear was installed in 
the pump room (beneath the control room), displacing the air 
conditioning plant, which in turn displaced the #2 main en-
gine (forward port side).  Although ultra-quiet operation had 
originally been needed, the Bureau of Ships was able to mod-
ify these submarines to the point where they could listen 
while running equipment such as air conditioners, which im-
proved habitability and reduced electronic maintenance.  USS 
Grouper (SSK-214) emerged from the yard 27 June 1951 to 
pioneer in research on the deadly submarine-versus-
submarine warfare.  For the next 8 years, as a unit of Subma-
rine Development Group 2, Grouper worked to develop and 

test concepts of hunter-killer antisubmarine warfare.  In this 
duty she ranged along the East Coast from Nova Scotia to 
Florida as well as participating in Caribbean exercises.  In 
1953 and 1955 exercises took Grouper across the Atlantic to 
Rothesay, Scotland, via Iceland.  In the fall of 1957 she then 
participated in NATO maneuvers. Grouper was reclassified 
as Auxiliary Research Submarine (AGSS-214) 
on 17 May 1958.  She was Decommissioned 
and Struck from the Naval Register on 2 De-
cember 1968 then sold for scrap on 11 Au-
gust 1970. 

USS Flier found… 

By COMSUBPAC Public Affairs: 2/01/2010 

(PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii) –Commander, Submarine 
Forces Pacific Fleet (COMSUBPAC), Rear Adm. Douglas 
McAneny announced that a sunken vessel located in the Bala-
bac Strait area of the Philippines is in fact the World War II 
submarine USS Flier (SS 250). 

“I am honored to announce that, with video evidence and 
information provided by a team from YAP Films and assis-
tance from the Naval History and Heritage Command, USS 
Flier has been located,” said McAneny.  “We hope this an-
nouncement will provide some closure to the families of the 
78 crewmen lost when Flier struck a mine in 1944.” 

USS Flier, a 1525-ton Gato class submarine built at Groton, 
Connecticut, was commissioned in mid-October 1943.  She 
departed from Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, for her first war patrol in 
January 1944.  While entering the harbor at Midway Island 
during a storm, she went aground and was seriously damaged. 

The damaged submarine was towed back to Pearl Harbor and 
finally reached the Mare Island Navy Yard, California, where 
she was repaired.  Flier made another start on her first war 
patrol in May 1944, heading from Pearl Harbor to the waters 
off Luzon.  While en route on 4 June she attacked and sank 
the transport Hakusan Maru.  On June 13, she attacked a Japa-
nese convoy off Subic Bay, receiving a depth charging in re-
turn, and on June 22-23, hit another convoy off Mindoro, ap-
parently damaging one or more ships. 

In early August 1944 Flier left Fremantle, Australia, for her 
second war patrol.  On 13 August, while transiting shallow 
water to enter the South China Sea, she struck a mine and 
quickly sank.  Fourteen of 86 crewmen escaped, but only 
eight survived the subsequent long swim to reach shore.  Af-
ter making their way by raft to Palawan and 
being protected by local people and a group 
of guerrillas, at the end of the month they 
were evacuated by the submarine USS Red-
fin (SS-272). 

A Fish Tale… (Ray Lough Sends) 

A redneck was stopped by a game warden in the Piedmont 
area of North Carolina recently with two ice chests full of 
fish.  He was leavin’ a cove well-known for its fishing. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The game warden asked the man, “Do you have a license to 
catch those fish?”  “Naw, sir”, replied the redneck.  “I ain’t 
got none of them there licenses.  You must understand, these 
here are my pet fish.” 

“Pet fish?” 

“Yeah. Every night, I take these here fish down to the lake 
and let ‘em swim ‘round for awhile.  Then, when I whistle, 
they jump right back into these here ice chests and I take ‘em 
home.” 

“That’s a bunch of hooey!  Fish can’t do that.” 

The redneck looked at the warden for a moment and then 
said, “It’s the truth Mr. Government Man. I’ll show ya.  It 
really works.” 

“OK.”, said the warden.  “I’ve got to see this!” 

The redneck poured the fish into the lake and stood and 
waited.  After several minutes, the warden says, “Well?” 

“Well, what?” says the redneck. 

The warden says, “When are you going to call them back?” 

“Call who back?” 

“The FISH,” replied the warden! 

“What fish?” replied the redneck............... 

Moral of the story:  We may not be as smart as some city 
slickers, but we ain’t as dumb as some government employ-
ees.  You can say what you want about the South, but you 
never hear of anyone retiring and moving north. 

 

Embarrassing Medical Exams… (Bob Sumner Sends) 

1.A man comes into the ER and yells “My wife’s going to 
have her baby in the cab.”  I grabbed my stuff, rushed out to 
the cab, lifted the lady’s dress and began to take off her un-
derwear.  Suddenly I noticed that there were several cabs - - -
and I was in the wrong one 

2. At the beginning of my shift I placed a stethoscope on an 
elderly and slightly deaf female patient’s anterior chest wall.  
“Big breaths,” I instructed. 

“Yes, they used to be,” replied the patient. 

3. While acquainting myself with a new elderly patient I 
asked, “How long have you been bedridden?” After a look of 
complete confusion she answered, “Why, not for about twenty 
years - when my husband was alive.” 

4. I was performing rounds at the hospital one morning and 
while checking up on a man I asked, “So how’s your break-
fast this morning?”  “It’s very good except for the Kentucky 
Jelly.  I can’t seem to get used to the taste”, Bob replied.  I 
then asked to see the jelly and Bob produced a foil packet la-
beled “KY Jelly”. 

5. As a new, young MD doing his residency in OB, I was 
quite embarrassed when performing female pelvic exams.  To 
cover my embarrassment I had unconsciously formed a habit 
of whistling softly.  The middle-aged lady upon whom I was 
performing this exam suddenly burst out laughing further em-

(Continued from page 10) barrassing me.  I looked up from my work and sheepishly 
said, “I’m sorry. Was I tickling you?” 

She replied with tears running down  her cheeks from laugh-
ing so hard, “No doctor but the song you were whistling was 
‘I wish I was an Oscar Meyer Wiener’.” 

Magazine add from the 40’sMagazine add from the 40’sMagazine add from the 40’s   

Thoroughbred Cockroaches... 

The USS Orion (AS-18) was the premier Roach Farm of the 
entire Naval Supply system.  The forward dry storage holds 
up where Orion’s “T” Division was billeted, was where they 
kept their Kentucky Derby winners.....Aft, where “case 
goods” were stored they mass produced small “pony 
roaches”.....You could unlock one of Orion’s forward lock-
ers...lift the hatch and be greeted by roaches that could pull a 
Budweiser Beer Wagon.  They used Kellogg’s assorted cereal 
boxes for their transportable stables.  SubRon Six was famous 
for its roaches.  Orion bred roaches that you could only get 
rid of by using high powered rifles used to shoot Elephants 
and Rhinos in East Africa....the kind of rifles Jon Krup uses.  
Even then, you had to drill the bastards between the eyes.  In 
1959 an Orion roach ate a five year old kid...swallowed him 
whole and burped up his Buster Browns. 

We used to hook thirty of them to a Mark 14 Torpedo Trol-
ley and haul our fish down the pier.  USS Requin (SS-481) 
was loaded with the little rascals....It was common for guys 
racking in the Alley to wake up to find one of the little bas-
tards setting up housekeeping in their ears or in a nos-
tril...They homesteaded the bread locker...We always knocked 

(Continued on page 12) 
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on the bread locker door before opening it. “Hey, how come 
you Requin sailors knock on the bread locker door, before 
opening it?”  “Freddie, Petey, Wilbur and four or five hundred 
of their direct decedents live in there and light hurts their little 
eyes...knocking gives them time to run and hide or put on tiny 
welders masks.”  On Requin we had two kinds of 
bread...Regular and Raisin Bread...If you didn’t like Raisin 
Bread all you had to do was shake it and all the raisins would 
get up and run away....When it got really bad and the roaches 
grew large enough to include their names on the Watch, Quar-
ters and Station Bill we trapped them and turned them loose 
by DesRon dumpsters.  The really big ones we sold to VW 
who made car bodies out of them.  Roaches were a very es-
sential part of smoke boat life.      DEX 

 

Watch your words... 

When Sister Mary Katherine was sent to a monastery the 
Priest in charge said, “Sister, this is a silent monastery.  You 
are welcome here as long as you like, but you may not speak 
until directed to do so.” 

Sister Mary Katherine lived in the monastery for 5 years be-
fore the Priest said to her, “Sister Mary Katherine, you have 
been here for 5 years. You may speak two words.” 

Sister Mary Katherine said, “Hard bed.”  “I’m sorry to hear 
that,” the Priest said, “We will get you a better bed.” 

After another 5 years, Sister Mary Katherine was summoned 
by the Priest.  “You may say another two words, Sister Mary 
Katherine.” 

“Cold food,” said Sister Mary Katherine, and the Priest as-
sured her that the food would be better in the future. 

On her 15th anniversary at the monastery, the Priest again 
called Sister Mary Katherine in to his office.  “You may say 
two words today.” 

“I quit,” said Sister Mary Katherine. 

“It’s probably best,” said the Priest, “You’ve done nothing 
but bitch since you got here.” 

 

Think Fast... 

FIVE BEST THINGS TO SAY IF YOU GET CAUGHT 
SLEEPING AT YOUR DESK: 

NUMBER 5:  They told me at the Blood Bank this might 
happen. 

NUMBER 4:  This is just a 15 minute power nap they raved 
about in the time-management course you sent me to. 

NUMBER 3:  Whew! Guess I left the top off the White-out. 
You probably got here just in time! 

NUMBER 2:  Did you ever notice sound coming out of these 
keyboards when you put your ear down real close? 

Number 1:  And all time favorite best thing to say if you get 
caught sleeping at your desk:  (Raising your head 
slowly)... in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

(Continued from page 11) Attack submarine’s construction on schedule... 

BILOXI — During a meeting with Gulf Coast submarine 
force veterans at the Biloxi Yacht Club Saturday, the officer 
in charge of Pre-Commissioning Unit Mississippi said the 
attack submarine’s construction is on schedule as it nears its 
tentative commissioning date in spring 2012.  

Commander John McGrath, who became officer in charge of 
PCU Mississippi’s manning crew in December 2009, opened 
up the floor to questions after an update on the ship’s pro-
gress.  

The PCU Mississippi, which is 60-percent complete in its 
third year of construction in Groton, Conn., is only the ninth 
Virginia-class attack submarine to be built.  

“The ship construction process is different every time,” he 
said. “We’re trying to standardize the process, but there’s 
room for improvement.” 

One of the next steps in the ship’s construction and commis-
sioning process is to form a commissioning committee. 

Bill Huesmann, director of ship commissionings, said once 
commissioned, the PCU Mississippi will be considered sover-
eign U.S. territory. The ship is being built in 10 sections at 
different locations. 

The PCU Mississippi will include many of the fundamental 
concepts of submarines, but will also employ some new con-
cepts, McGrath said. For example, it is in the first submarine 
class to use electronic, non-penetrating periscopes. 

It will be nuclear powered.  

“It will operate 30 years without needing to refuel,” McGrath 
said.  

The crew has two main duties — to run testing to ensure the 
ship meets specifications and to train themselves to safely 
operate the submarine at sea, McGrath said.  

The current 60-member crew will eventually grow to 130, he 
said.  

George Boyle, the U.S. Submarine Veterans Inc. regional 
director, said although submarines are normally commis-
sioned where they are built, he hopes the USS Mississippi 
(SSN-782) will be commissioned on the Gulf Coast.  

McGrath said the ship will initially be home-ported in 
Groton and then the Navy will determine where it goes.  

He also said he is thrilled to see the amount of enthusiasm 
the Gulf Coast submarine force veterans have shown in mak-
ing the commissioning memorable, as well as the hospitality 
he’s been met with in the Magnolia State.  

“The submarine community is very small and not many peo-
ple are familiar with what we do,” McGrath said. “When we 
do get together, it’s a strong brotherhood.” 
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