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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 10 June 2010  
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 10 June 2010 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 
1900 

There will be a Taco dinner served by the wives 
starting at 1800 (See pg 5). 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon — June 2010  # 195 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS…SUPPORT OUR TROOPS…SUPPORT OUR TROOPS… 
Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.   
Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 
bill@hodgepodgeia.com 
Some recommended items for mailing are: 
Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-

tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 
Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth 
Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games, Small United States 
Flags.  Thank you and keep up the good work! 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

13  May 2010 

1900 Meeting was called to order by Base Commander 
 Chuck Nelson. 
Moment of silence for lost shipmates. 
Reading of USSVI purpose and Creed. 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for May; George Hudson 

and Mike Fitzgerald. 
Invocation by Base Chaplin Scott Duncan. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Nelson. 
Introductions: All. 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman. 
Treasurer’s Report by Base Treasurer Collie Collins. 
Base Commander: 

Submarine Birthday Brunch at the Spaghetti Fac-
tory was a success. 

Old Business: 
Gary Webb reported that no one has  presented the 

winning ticket for the dolphins.  If  they are not 
claimed by the 4th of July parade, a new raffle 
will be held with the drawing at the August 
Base Picnic.  The current winning number is: 

               504791 
 If you have this ticket Contact Gary ASAP. 
Don’t forget that the base will participate in the 

Memorial Day, 31 May, celebration held in 
Beaverton at the Veteran’s Memorial Park.  

New Business: 
Base commander, Nelson, introduced John 

Mansfield, WD4 Commander, who reported on 
means for bases to: increase community aware-
ness by setting up tables at local malls; increase 
meeting attendance by inviting speakers;  help 
sick children participating in the Kaps-4-Kids 
program.  He also reported that WD4 has a new 
base, Olympic Peninsula Base in Port Hadlock, 
WA.  John has been named District Com-
mander of the Year for the past two years.  In 
addition he expressed his thanks for being in-
vited to our meeting. 

50 / 50 Raffle:  $31.00 won by Gary Thrall. 
Good of the Order: 

The base has 6 new Holland Club Members.  They 
are:  Clement Boulter (Fort Davis, TX), Collie 
Collins, Tom McCurry (Carson, WA), Bob 
Sumner, Gary Webb, and Mike Whitmarsh.  
(See Pg .# ) 

Arlo Gatchel read a letter of thank you from a sol-
dier in response to a letter included in the “care 

packages” sent to our troops.  He had his Boy 
Scout Troop write letters that were  put in these 
packages.  Bill Bryan and his wife, Shelia, will 
be sending packages in the next couple of 
weeks.   

Gary Thrall brought in a blueprint of the Blueback 
and will make copies if anyone wants one. 

Dana Kanfeld, USAR was introduced as a special 
guest (See Below ) 

The wives announced that they would provide  
Tacos for chow at the June meeting.  $5 a head. 

Benediction by Base Chaplin Scott Duncan. 
 

2015 Meeting adjourned. 
Sailing List—35 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Bywater; 

Carneau; Collins, C.; Corbett; Crosby; Duncan; 
Fitzgerald; Gatchel; Hager; Hudson; Jackson; 
Lines; Koenig; Lough; McComiskey; Musa, W.; 
Nelson; Savage; Smart; Smith; Stafford; Stowe; 
Sumner; Thrall; Tzevelekos; Vick; Vrooman; Wal-
ters; Webb; Whitmarsh; NEW members Johnson. 
L.; Schultz; and Visitors WD4 Cdr. Mansfield and 
Dana Kanfeld, USAR. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 

Dana Kanfeld—USAR… 
Dana Kanfeld, a veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 

and Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF),  who has served in 
the Army for 20 years including the 671st Combat Engineers 
and currently with the 2/364th Training Support at Ft. Lewis 
will be at the  June meeting to talk about her duty in Iraq.  She 
has some albums she will bring with her.  Be There! 
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THIS MONTH IN SUBMARINE HISTORY THIS MONTH IN SUBMARINE HISTORY THIS MONTH IN SUBMARINE HISTORY ———   

It Happened in JUNE… 
18 June 1913 — USS Holland (SS-1) sold for scrapping to 

Henry A. Hintner & Sons, Philadelphia, PA.  Her purchaser 
was required to put up $5,000 bond as assurance that the sub-
marine would be broken up and not used as a ship. 

11 June 1942 — The Skipper of USS Skipjack (SS-184), J. 
W. Coe and his SK gang had a real problem obtaining toilet 
paper.  Coe wanted his superiors to know how bad the prob-
lem was, hence his now infamous letter and an example of the 
desired material attached as Enclosure (B) - See Pg. #4. 

30 June 1942 — USS Plunger (SS-179) made the first “up-
the-kilt” shot of the Pacific portion of WWII.  She sank the 
Unkia Maru #5. 

9 June 1944 — USS Harder (SS-257) with her captain, Sam 
Dealy, started a four day run of sinking’s which resulted in 
three destroyers sunk and another damaged.  This intrepid 
achievement caused a chain reaction - Japanese Admiral 
Ozawa delayed his carrier force’s departure from the Phillip-
ine Sea and that became a disaster in the subsequent air bat-
tles. 

13 June 1944 — USS Sea Fox (SS-402) commissioned at 
Portsmouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME. 

21 June 1944 — USS Menhaden (SS-377) keel laid at Mani-
towoc Shipbuilding Company, Manitowoc, WI. 

14 June 1960 — USS Sargo (SSN-583) suffered an explo-
sion and fire in her stern spaces while docked in Pearl Harbor, 
HI.  The fire was aided when a leak began in a high-pressure 
line that was pumping oxygen aboard.  The explosion oc-
curred a few moments later.  When dock units and boats were 
unable to bring the fire under control quickly, officers took 
Sargo a short distance from the dock and deliberately sub-
merged her with the stern torpedo loading hatch open to put 
out the blaze.  The Navy said the ship’s nuclear reactor was 
sealed off and there was “absolutely no danger of an explo-
sion from the reactor compartment.”  The submarine was ex-
tensively damaged and was dry-docked for three month’s re-
pair.  Sargo was the first nuclear ship in the Pacific Fleet and 
was scheduled to take the visiting King and Queen of Thai-
land on a cruise the next day.  One crewman was killed. 

8 June 1971 — USS Thornback (SS-418) disposed of 
through the Security Assistance Program (SAP), sold to Tur-
key. 

30 June 1972 — USS Caiman (SS-323) decommissioned; 
transferred (sold) to the Republic of Turkey and commis-
sioned in the Turkish Navy as TGC Dumlupinar (S-339) at 
Ballast Point, San Diego, CA. 

16 June 1978 — The propeller shaft of USS Tullibee (SSN-
597) snapped just outside the hull, causing limited engine 
room flooding and loss of propulsion while she was sub-
merged in the Mediterranean.  The flooding was stopped by 
tightening the emergency packing on the propeller shaft.  The 
submarine quickly surfaced and was assisted by other U.S. 

(Continued on page 4) 

LOST BOATS,  LOST BOATS,  LOST BOATS,  ———   JUNEJUNEJUNE   

USS Herring (SS-233) — Lost on 1 June 1944 with 
the loss of 80 Officers and Men near Matsuwa Is-
land.  She was on her 8th war patrol and attacking 
on the surface.  A shore battery spotted her.  She 
was the only U.S. submarine sunk by a land battery. 

USS SR-12 (SS-89) — Lost on 12 June 1943 with the 
loss of 43 Officers and Men near Key West, Fl during 
a practice torpedo approach.  The CO and 2 other 
men on the bridge survived, as did 18 crew mem-
bers on liberty at the time of the accident. 

USS Golet (SS-361) — Lost on 14 June 1944 with the 
loss of 82 Officers and Men on her 2nd war patrol.  
She was apparently lost in battle with antisubmarine 
forces north of Honshu.. 

USS Bonefish (SS-223) — Lost on 19 June 1945 with 
the loss of 85 Officers and Men on her 8th war pa-
trol.  She was the recipient of 3 Navy Unit Citations. 

USS S-27 (SS-132) — Lost on 19 June 1942 with no 
loss of life when she grounded off Amchitka Island.  
When she could not be freed the captain got the 
entire crew ashore (400 yards away) in relays using 
a 3 man rubber raft. 

USS O-9 (SS-70) — Lost 20 June 1941 with the loss of 
34 Officers and Men when she foundered off Isle of 
Shoals, 15 miles form Portsmouth, NH. 
USS Runner (SS-275) — Lost between 26 June 
and 4 July 1943 with the loss of 78 Officers and 
Men while on her 3rd war patrol.  She probably 
hit a mine off the Kuriles. 

SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———   
Pictured this month is a shipmate 

that is not only qualified in subma-
rines, but as you can see, by the tro-
phy he is holding, is a champion 
bowler.  He was a member of the 
SUBFORLANT Bowling Team that 
represented the Force in Atlantic 
Fleet playoffs, held at the Norfolk 
Naval Air Station.  The trophy was 
presented for participating in the 
tournament.  It is unknown how the 
team did, but maybe we can have 
him fill us in at the next meeting. 

Last month’s picture was of Reggie 
Seel.  Reggie was the 
diver on the USS Na-
thanael Green (SSBN-636) - Blue and the USS 
Odax (SS-484), in the mid 60’s. 
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naval vessels.  Subsequently, she was towed to Rota, Spain 
for repairs. 

12 June 1979 — An Mk 48 conventional torpedo jammed 
between loading equipment and a bulkhead when a chain 
failed on the loading mechanism.  This allowed the torpedo to 
drop several feet aboard USS Memphis (SSN-691), docked at 
the Norfolk Naval Station, VA.  The torpedo was removed 
two days later.  It did not have a triggering device, but Navy 
sources said, had it exploded it easily could have sunk the 
submarine. 

20 June 1979 — USS Hawkbill (SSN-666)’s reactor primary 
coolant system developed a leak while the submarine was on 
four days maneuvers in Hawaiian waters.  Originally, the leak 
was about two gallons per hour but by the time the submarine 
docked at Pearl Harbor, HI on 23 June, the leak had been re-
duced to 3/4 gallon per hour.  On 24 June it was stopped.  The 
Navy said that none of the water escaped, it was captured and 
stored in tanks designed for such contingencies and that none 
of the crew was in danger.  Supplemental coolant water was 
pumped in to prevent overheating.  According to the Navy, 
“The leakage was caused by normal wear of inside parts of 
valves.  Such leaks happen occasionally.” 

5 June 2004 - The pre-commissioning crew of the 
nuclear attack submarine Jimmy Carter (SSN-23) 
stood in ranks awaiting the christening of their sub-
marine at Groton, CT.  She is the third and last of the 
Seawolf class submarines. 

(Continued from page 3) 

The Infamous Toilet Paper Letter... 
USS SKIPJACK 
June 11, 1942  
From: Commanding Officer  
To: Supply Officer, Navy Yard, Mare Island, California 
Via: Commander Submarines, Southwest Pacific  
Subject: Toilet Paper 
Reference: 
(a) USS HOLLAND (5148) USS SKIPJACK req. 70-42 of 30 July 

1941. 
(b) SO NYMI Canceled invoice No. 272836  
Enclosure: 
(1) Copy of cancelled Invoice 
(2) Sample of material requested. 
1. This vessel submitted a requisition for 150 rolls of toilet paper 

on July 30, 1941, to USS HOLLAND.  The material was or-
dered by HOLLAND from the Supply Officer, Navy Yard, Mare 
Island, for delivery to USS SKIPJACK. 

2. The Supply Officer, Navy Yard, Mare Island, on November 26, 
1941, cancelled Mare Island Invoice No. 272836 with the 
stamped notation “Cancelled---cannot identify.”  This can-
celled invoice was received by SKIPJACK on June 10, 1942. 

3. During the 11 ¾ months elapsing from the time of ordering 
the toilet paper and the present date, the SKIPJACK person-
nel, despite their best efforts to await delivery of subject ma-
terial, have been unable to wait on numerous occasions, and 
the situation is now quite acute, especially during depth 
charge attack by the “back-stabbers.” 

4. Enclosure (2) is a sample of the desired material provided for 
the information of the Supply Officer, Navy Yard, Mare Island. 

The Commanding Officer, USS SKIPJACK cannot help but won-
der what is being used in Mare Island in place of this unidenti-
fiable material, once well known to this command. 

5. SKIPJACK personnel during this period have become accus-
tomed to use of “ersatz,” i.e., the vast amount of incoming 
non-essential paper work, and in so doing feel that the wish of 
the Bureau of Ships for the reduction of paper work is being 
complied with, thus effectively killing two birds with one 
stone. 

6. It is believed by this command that the stamped notation 
“cannot identify” was possible error, and that this is simply a 
case of shortage of strategic war material, the SKIPJACK 
probably being low on the priority list. 

7. In order to cooperate in our war effort at a small local sacri-
fice, the SKIPJACK desires no further action be taken until the 
end of the current war, which has created a situation aptly 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  “ w a r  i s  h e l l . ” 
 

J.W. Coe 
 
 

Here is the rest of the story: 

The letter was given to the Yeoman, telling him to type it up.  
Once typed and upon reflection, the Yeoman went looking for 
help in the form of the XO.  The XO shared it with the OD 
and they proceeded to the CO’s cabin and asked if he really 
wanted it sent. His reply, “I wrote it, didn’t I?” 

As a side note, twelve days later, on June 22, 1942 J.W. Coe 
was awarded the Navy Cross for his actions on the S-39. 

The “toilet paper” letter reached Mare Island Supply Depot.  
A member of that office remembers that all officers in the 
Supply Department “had to stand at attention for three days 
because of that letter.”  By then, the letter had been copied 
and was spreading throughout the fleet and even to the Presi-
dent’s son who was aboard the USS Wasp (CV-7). 

As the boat came in from her next patrol, Jim and crew saw 
toilet-paper streamers blowing from the lights along the pier 
and pyramids of toilet paper stacked seven feet high on the 
dock.  Two men were carrying a long dowel with toilet paper 
rolls on it with yards of paper streaming behind them as a 
band played coming up after the roll holders.  Band members 
wore toilet paper neckties in place of their Navy neckerchiefs.  
The wind-section had toilet paper pushed up inside their in-
struments and when they blew, white streamers unfurled from 
trumpets and horns. 

As was the custom for returning boats to be greeted at the 
pier with cases of fresh fruit/veggies and ice cream, the Skip-
jack was first greeted thereafter with her own distinctive trib-
ute-cartons and cartons of toilet paper. 

This letter became famous in submarine history books and 
found its way to the movie Operation Petticoat, and eventu-
ally coming to rest (copy) at the Navy Supply School at Pen-
sacola, Florida.  There, it still hangs on the wall under a ban-

ner that reads, “Don't let this happen to you!”  
Even John Roosevelt insured his father got a 
copy of the letter. 

The original is at Bowfin Museum in Ha-
waii. 
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ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

USSVI  DUES HOLLAND CLUB HOLLAND CLUB HOLLAND CLUB ———   
Holland Club members are USSVI members who qualified in submarines at least 50 
years ago.  They are the men who have set the example for young submariners to 

follow. 

Blueback Base has 6 new members… 
Six of our members attained this milestone recently and four 

were honored at the Base Meeting in May.  They are: 

Clement Boulter — Qualified USS Diodon (SS-349) in 1960 

Collie Collins — Qualified USS Catfish (SS-339) in 1960 

Tom McCurry — Qualified USS Argonaut (SS-475) in 1955 

Bob Sumner — Qualified USS Sea Poacher (SS-406) in 1960 

Gary Webb — Qualified USS Sea Fox (SS-402) in 1960 

Mike Whitmarsh — Qualified USS Caiman (SS-323) in 1960 

RENTRENTRENT---A SCOUT  A SCOUT  A SCOUT  ———   
Fundraising for the National Jamboree 2010, the 100th year 

birthday for the Boy Scouts of America. 

The local troops for the Boy Scouts National Jamboree have 
been formed for Cascade Pacific Council, covering Long-
view, WA to Salem, OR and Astoria, OR to The Dalles, OR. 

If you have yard work, light labor, or other odd jobs let me 
know and I will contact the local Scoutmaster in your area to 
let them contact you for details.  The cost will be negotiated 
between you and the local troop leaders. 

Please let me know what you have for jobs.  My contact in-
formation is: 

E-Mail — gatchels@yahoo.com 

or, Home Phone — (503) 771-0540 

Thank you all for your support for the boys to earn their own 
way to the jamboree. 

  Arlo V. Gatchel ETCS(SS) USN Ret. 

   and First Assistant Scoutmaster 
   National Jamboree Troop 719 

At the May Sub Vets WWII — USSVI luncheon Tudor 
Davis lead the group in singing Waltzing Matilda.  No record 
contacts were signed, but it brought back memories of some 
great times in Australia. 

Newest HOLLAND Club members pose with Western District 
4 Commander after receiving their certificates, cards, and 
patches from him.  l-r — John Mansfield, WD4 Commander, 
Collie Collins, Gary Webb, Bob Sumner, Mike Whitmarsh.  
Clement Boulter (lives in Texas) and Tom McCurry were not 

at the meeting and received their packets by mail 

CHOW DOWN CHOW DOWN CHOW DOWN ———   
There will be a taco dinner served by the wives prior to the 

June meeting.  First call will be at 1730.  Cost is $5.00 per 
head. 

 

The Menu is: 

Tacos - Make your own with fixin’s provided 

Bob Sumner-Tudor Davis-Odie O’Dell-Bruce Lilly-Bob Lee 

 Meat, beef / chicken 

 Lettuce 

 Tomatoes 

 Onions 

 Refried beans 

 Cheese 

 Black olives 

 Guacamole 

 Jalapenos 

 Salsa 

 Sour cream 

 Taco chips 



4th of July Parade… 
Blueback Base will “march” in the 4th of July parade in Canby again this year. 

The parade will start at 1400 (2:00 PM) sharp.  We need to set-up the float and the flat bed so we should be there about 1130. 

Gary Webb will bring the float. 

The staging area is NW 4th Avenue and N Elm Street. 

We need everyone that plans to ride the trailer to bring a chair. 

There is NO THROWING OF CANDY, it can be handed out at curb side. 

 

See below map with insert for directions to the staging area.  Any question, make sure you bring them up at the next base meet-
ing or E-Mail Gary Webb at: 

gwebb@bctonline.com 

See you all there! 

See their website for details of other events taking place in Canby on the 4th — http://www.generalcanbyday.org/index.html 
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FROM THE CREW FROM THE CREW FROM THE CREW ———   
Tudor Davis sends— 

A little old lady was walking down the street dragging two 
large plastic garbage bags behind her.  One of the bags was 
ripped and every once in a while a $20 bill fell out onto the 
sidewalk. 

Noticing this, a policeman stopped her, and said, “Ma’am, 
there are $20 bills falling out of that bag.” 

“Oh really?  Darn it!”  said the little old lady.  “I’d better go 
back and see if I can find them.  Thanks for telling me offi-
cer.” 

“Well, now, not so fast,” said the cop.  “Where did you get 
all that money?  You didn't steal it, did you?” 

“Oh, no, no”, said the old lady.  “You see, my back yard is 
right next to the football stadium parking lot.  On game days, 
a lot of fans come and pee through a knot hole in the fence, 
right into my flower garden.  It used to really tick me off.  
Kills the flowers, you know.  Then I thought, ‘why not make 
the best of it?’  So, now, on game days, I stand behind the 
fence by the knot hole, real quiet, with my hedge clippers. 
Every time some guy sticks his thing through my fence, I sur-
prise him, grab hold of it and say, ‘O.K., buddy!  Give me 
$20, or off it comes..’” 

“Well, that seems only fair,” said the cop, laughing.  “OK. 
Good luck!  Oh, by the way, what’s in the other bag?” 

“Well, you know”, said the little old lady, “not everybody 
pays.” 

 
Stu Crosby sends— 
An old nun who was living next to a convent adjacent to a 

construction site became concerned because of the constant 
coarse language of the workers.  She then decided to spend 
some time with them to correct their ways.  She decided to 
take her lunch, sit with the workers and talk with them, so she 
put her sandwich in a brown bag. 

With a big smile on her face she walked over to the spot 
where some of the men were eating and said, “Do you men 
know Jesus Christ”?  They shook their heads and looked very 
confused. 

One of the workers looked up into the steelworks and hol-
lered, “Does anyone up there know Jesus Christ?” 

One of the steelworkers yelled down, “Why?” 
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American Submariner phone number... 
The new number for the American Submariner Magazine is 

951-795-4315 “Toll Free” from anywhere in the USA.  This 
was done to give you more access at no cost to you. 

Thank you for your interest in the American  
Submariner and thank you for being a 

member of Sub Vets. 

Best, 

Michael 

The worker yelled back, “Because his wife’s here with his 
lunch!” 

 
Bob Walters sends— 

A woman goes to the doctor, beaten black and blue 

Doctor: “What happened?” 

Woman: “Doctor, I don’t know what to do.  Every time my 
husband comes home drunk he beats me to a pulp.” 

Doctor: “I have a real good medicine for that.  When your 
husband comes home drunk, just take a glass of sweet tea and 
start swishing it in your mouth.  Just swish and swish but 
don’t swallow until he goes to bed and is asleep.” 

Two weeks later the woman comes back to the doctor look-
ing fresh and reborn. 

Woman: “Doctor, that was a brilliant idea!  Every time my 
husband came home drunk, I swished with sweet tea.  I 
swished and swished, and he didn't touch me!” 

Doctor: “You see how much keeping your mouth shut 
helps?” 

 

The Chief:  Ray Lough sends— 

REAL CHIEFS: Don’t have any civilian clothes. 

REAL CHIEFS: Have CPO Association Cards from their last 
5 commands. 

REAL CHIEFS: Don’t remember when they weren’t Chiefs. 

REAL CHIEFS: Favorite National Holiday is CPO Initiation. 

REAL CHIEFS: Keep 4 sets of dress khaki in hope they 
come back. 

REAL CHIEFS: Favorite food is shipboard SOS for break-
fast. 

REAL CHIEFS: Don’t know how to tell civilian time. 

REAL CHIEFS: Call each other “Chief”. 

REAL CHIEFS: Greatest fear is signing for property book 
items. 

REAL CHIEFS: Dream in Navy Blue, White, Haze Gray, 
and at times Khaki. 

REAL CHIEFS: Have served on ships that are now War me-
(Continued on page 8) 
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morials or tourist attractions. 

REAL CHIEFS: Get tears in their eyes when the “Chief” dies 
in the movie Operation Pacific. 

REAL CHIEFS: Can find their way to the CPO Club blind-
folded, on 15 different Navy Bases. 

REAL CHIEFS: Have pictures of ships in their wallets. 

REAL CHIEFS: Don’t own any pens that do not have 
“Property U.S. Govt.” on them. 

REAL CHIEFS: Don’t voluntarily get the mandatory flu 
shots. 

REAL CHIEFS: Don’t order supplies, they swap for them. 

REAL CHIEFS: Think excessive modesty is their only fault. 

REAL CHIEFS: Last ship was always better. 

REAL CHIEFS: Know that the black tar in their 
coffee cup makes the coffee taste better. 

REAL CHIEFS: Idea of Heaven----Three 
good PO1’s and a Division Officer who 
does what he’s told. 

(Continued from page 7) At a recent boat reunion, two old submariners were sitting at 
the bar drinking beer and swapping sea stories. 

One said to the other: “I just celebrated my 85th birthday 
before my trip here for this shindig.  My wife threw a big 
party for me and gave me SUV.” 

His old friend replied, “Wow, that’s amazing!  What a fan-
tastic gift.  Imagine, an SUV!  What a great reward at 
your age!  Did you bring your present with you?” 

The birthday boy pipes up, “Yup. Socks, Underwear 
and Viagra.  You can’t beat that.  I never leave home 
without them.” 

MEMORIAL DAY 2010 - VETERAN’S PARK - BEAVERTON, OREGON 

BINNACLE LIST BINNACLE LIST BINNACLE LIST ———   
Ken Meuser called me today and asked me to tell 

all of you he is unable to attend Memorial Services 
in Beaverton on 31 May. . He is on 
Oxygen 24 hrs a day & can't walk 
very far. If you have a moment 
please send him a card of well wishes. 
Tudor. 



NOT ANY MORE!  As of 31 December 2010 the smoking lamp will be out on all United States Submarines!NOT ANY MORE!  As of 31 December 2010 the smoking lamp will be out on all United States Submarines!  
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Buy a Brick… 
The new Heroes Memorial & Tribute, constructed within Small Park in Gresham is selling bricks.  Help support this Memorial 

by purchasing a commemorative brick plaque with your name or the name of a loved one.  See below form.  More information 
can be obtained by visiting their web site:  http://www.heroesmemorialtribute.com 
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Dolphins, sea lions will guard shoreline of Bangor 
sub base... 

Follow up to story in the December 2009 Sanitary 

BREMERTON — The Navy is keeping quiet about the At-
lantic bottlenose dolphins and California sea lions that will 
guard Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor’s shoreline, except to say 
they’ll arrive sometime this year.  The dolphins and sea lions 
are the stars of a new swimmer interdiction security system, 
but like nuclear warheads, the Navy will neither confirm nor 
deny their presence. 

“Because it’s a security system, we are not going to discuss 
when or if the animals are there,” said Tom LaPuzza, spokes-
man for the Navy Marine Mammal Program in San Diego.  
He added, however, that, “You can go by there in your boat 
and see them and know they are there.”  They’re evidently not 
there now because their homes haven’t been built, LaPuzza 
said.  Construction can’t begin until the fish window closes in 
July. 

LaPuzza doesn’t know yet how many animals will be head-
ing north.  There will be a total of no more than 20, according 
to the Final Environmental Impact Statement prepared for the 
program. 

Four floating enclosures, 30 feet long by 30 feet wide, will 
each house up to four dolphins.  Their water temperature will 
be kept at a minimum of 52 degrees.  The sea lions will have 
three enclosures of the same size, each of which can accom-
modate up to six of animals, according to the FEIS.  The ma-
rine mammals’ waste will go into the base’s wastewater treat-
ment system instead of into Hood Canal. 

A maximum of 37 people will work with the animals, de-
pending on how many of them wind up here, according to the 
FEIS.  The staff will include a few Navy civilians and the rest 
will be contract employees, LaPuzza said. 

The dolphins and sea lions are ready and waiting. They’ve 
been selected and trained, and will continue to sharpen their 
skills daily.  “They’re ready to go momentarily, whenever we 
decide they need to be there,” LaPuzza said. 

The Dangerous Brown Recluse Spider... 
It’s summertime & cleanup is going on.  Be careful where 

you put your hands.  These spiders like cool dark places. 
They have been found in wood piles, under houses, and even 

in cool areas in the attic  They like darkness and tend to live 
in areas that are not frequented by people or light. 
The Brown Recluse Spider is the most Dangerous spider that 

we have here in the USA. 
A person can die from it’s 

bite.  We all should know 
what the spider looks 
like.  These spider bites 
are dangerous and can 
have permanent and 
highly negative conse-
quences. 

Hall of Fame (USSVI)… 
The USS George Washington (SSBN 598) became the 12th 

submarine inducted into the Submarine Hall of Fame.  Selec-
tion into the Hall of Fame is merited by the submarine’s con-
tribution to national security, and selection is conducted by 
the Hampton Roads Chapter of the U.S. Submarine Veterans 
organization. 

The George Washington was commissioned 30 December  
1959, as the world’s first nuclear-powered Fleet Ballistic Mis-
sile submarine.  The boat was decommissioned on 24 January  
1985, but prior to disposal the ship’s sail [It is reported that 
most of that sail is from the Abraham Lincoln after Washing-
ton crushed hers sinking a Japanese ship.] was removed and is 
currently memorialized in New London, Conn. 

The guest speaker at the ceremony was former crew member 
of the George Washington, Master Chief Torpedoman’s Mate 
(Submarines) Rich Corey.  Corey, now retired, was also the 
first sailor selected as the Commander, Submarine Force, At-
lantic and Atlantic Fleet Sailor of the Year in 1972. 

“It (the USS George Washington) can be con-
sidered the submarine that had the greatest 
influence on world events in the twentieth 
century,” Corey said. 

Let There Be No Moaning at the Bar 
 

Old sailors sit 
And chew the fat 

About things that used to be, 
Of the things they've seen' 
The places they've been, 

When they ventured out to sea. 
 

They remembered friends 
From long ago, 

The times they had back then, 
The money they spent, 
The beer they drank, 

In their days as sailing men. 
 

Their lives are lived 
In the days gone by 

With the thoughts that forever last. 
Of the bell bottom blues, 

Round white hats, 
And good times in their past. 

 
They recall long nights 

With the moon so bright 
Far out into the lonely sea. 

The thoughts they had 
As youthful lads, 

When their lives were wild and free. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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They know so well 
How their hearts would swell 

When the flag fluttered proud and free. 
The underway pennant 
Such a beautiful sight 

As they plowed through an angry sea. 
 

They talked of the scran 
the chefs would make 

And the shrill of the bosuns pipe. 
How salt spray would fall 

Like sparks from hell 
When a storm struck in the night. 

 
They remember old shipmates 

Already gone 
Who forever hold a spot in their heart, 

When sailors were bold, 
And friendships would hold, 

Until death ripped them apart. 
 

They speak of nights 
Spent in bawdy houses 
On many foreign shore, 
Of the beer they'd down 

As gathering around, 
Telling jokes with a busty whore. 

 
Their sailing days 

Are gone away, 
Never again will they cross the brow. 

They have no regrets, 
They know they are blessed, 

For honoring the sacred vow. 
 

Their numbers grow less 
With each passing day 

As the final muster begins, 
There's nothing to lose, 
All have paid their dues, 

And they'll sail with shipmates again. 
 

I've heard them say 
Before getting underway 

That there's still some sailing to do, 
They'll say with a grin that their ship has come in,  

And the Good Lord is commanding the crew.  

(Continued from page 11) 

The Redneck Church... 
1. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if.: The finance 

committee refuses to provide funds for the purchase of  a 
chandelier because none of the members knows how to 
play one. 

2. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  People ask, 

when they learn that Jesus fed the 5000, whether the two 
fish were bass or catfish, and what bait was used to catch 
‘em. 

3. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  When the 
pastor says, “I’d like to ask Bubba to help take up the 
offering” and five guys and two women stand up. 

4. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  Opening day 
of deer season is recognized as an official church holi-
day. 

5. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  A member 
of the church requests to be buried in his 4-wheel-drive 
truck because “It ain’t never been in a hole it couldn’t get 
out of” (Love it!) 

6. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  The choir is 
known as the “OK Chorale.” 

7. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if.:  In a congre-
gation of 500 members, there are only seven last names 
in the church directory. 

8. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  People think 
“rapture” is what you get when you lift something too 
heavy. 

9. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if.:  The baptis-
mal pool is a #2 galvanized “Wheeling” washtub. 

10. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if”  The choir 
robes were donated by (and embroidered with the logo 
from) Billy Bob’s Barbecue. 

11. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  The collec-
tion plates are really hubcaps from a ‘56 Chevy. 

12. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  Instead of a 
bell you are called to service by a duck call. 

13. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  The minister 
and his wife drive matching pickup trucks. 

14. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  The com-
munion wine is Boone’s Farm “Tickled Pink”. 

15. You Know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  “Thou shall 
not covet” applies to huntin’ dogs, too. 

16. You know You’re in a Redneck Church if:  The final 
words of the benediction are, “Y'all come back now, Ya 
hear.” 

God Bless and don’t fergit ta say yer prayers! 


