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Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 8 July 2010  
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 8 July 2010 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 
1900 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon — July 2010  # 196 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS…SUPPORT OUR TROOPS…SUPPORT OUR TROOPS… 
Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.   
Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 
bill@hodgepodgeia.com 
Some recommended items for mailing are: 
Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-

tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 
Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth 
Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games, Small United States 
Flags.  Thank you and keep up the good work! 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

10 June 2010 

1900 Meeting was called to order by Base Commander 
 Chuck Nelson. 
Moment of silence for lost shipmates. 
Reading of USSVI purpose and Creed. 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for May; Dallas Dolan and 

Bill Musa. 
Invocation by Arlo Gatchel. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Nelson. 
Introductions: All. 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman. 
Base Commander: 

There was a great turnout for the Memorial Day 
celebration in Beaverton. 

Cowboy hats, with submarine logo are available, 
to order from the base storekeeper. 

Kap(SS) for Kid(SS) program.  Need a volunteer 
to chair this program.  If interested contact 
Chuck. 

Program filmed aboard USS Florida (SSGN-728) 
will air on National Geographic channel on the 
24th. 

Old Business: 
Gary Webb reported that no one has  presented the 

winning ticket for the dolphins.  If  they are not 
claimed by the 4th of July parade, a new raffle 
will be held with the drawing at the August 
Base Picnic.  The current winning number is: 

               504791 
 If you have this ticket Contact Gary ASAP. 
The base will march in the 4th of July parade in 

Canby again this year.  See page 9 for details. 
Our scheduled speaker for this month, Dana Kan-

feld was unable to attend the meeting and will 
be at the July meeting. 

New Business: 
There was a discussion as to where the base will 

celebrate next Memorial Day.  OMSI was sug-
gested.  A decision will be made at a future 
meeting.  There was a discussion of conducting 
a separate tolling of the boats at the Albacore 
Memorial in Beaverton. 

A motion was made and seconded to have the base 
buy longevity pins for members.  After discus-
sion it was tabled until the next meeting when 
Dave Vrooman will present details on the cost 
and method of instituting this program. 

50 / 50 Raffle:  $13.00 won by Wes Soderhouse. 
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Good of the Order: 
Deanna Thrall presented a proposal to hold the 

annual Christmas Party at the VFW Hall in Mil-
waukee. 

Bob Lee reported that there would be memorial 
bricks available at the Albacore Memorial in 
Beaverton.  Contact Bob for details. 

Reggie Seel talked about the oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico and how it is being mishandled. 

Bill Bryan reported that 9 boxes were shipped to 
our troops in Afghanistan last month.  To help 
contact him,  See below, “Support our Troops” 

Monty Montague reported on the lack of subma-
rine information (NONE) in the WWII museum 
in New Orleans. 

Wes Soderback reported that there would be USS 
Bashaw (SS-241) reunion here in Portland 19 - 
23 August.  All are invited.  Contact him for 
details. 

Fred Carneau made and presented to the base two 
flag stands.  Thanks Fred! 

Benediction by Arlo Gatchel. 

2010 Meeting adjourned. 
Sailing List — 32 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Carneau; 

Curtis; Dennis; Dolan; Fong; Gatchel; Hager; 
Jackson; Johnson, L.; Koenig; Lee; McComiskey; 
Miller; Montague; Musa, S.; Musa, W.; Nelson; 
Savage; Seel; Smith; Stafford; Stowe; Sumner; 
Thrall; Tzevelekos; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; 
Whitmarsh; and NEW members Chappelle and 
Soderback 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 

Don’t forget to VOTE 
In the National Election! 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops�
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THIS MONTH IN SUBMARINE HISTORY THIS MONTH IN SUBMARINE HISTORY THIS MONTH IN SUBMARINE HISTORY ———   

It Happened in JULY… 
3 July 1801 - Robert Fulton's submarine Nautilus dove to a 

depth of 25 feet and remained there for more than an hour. 

24 July 1917 - Gasoline fumes ignited and caused an explo-
sion and fire, aboard the USS A-7 [USS Shark (SS-8)] while 
in the course of a patrol in Manila Bay.  The CO, LT(jg) Ar-
nold Marcus,badly burned himself, refused to leave his post 
until all of his men were attended to.  He and 6 of his crew 
later died.  The Navy named a ship in his honor, USS Marcus 
(DD-321). 

10 July 1918 - USS L-2 (SS-41) was the first U.S. Naval sub-
marine credited with sinking an enemy ship. 

14 July 1920 - General Order 541 of 14 July 1920 introduced 
ship letter designators (SS meaning submarine) and hull num-
bers. All submarines commissioned and decommissioned 
prior to this had no assigned hull number or SS designator 
during their lifetimes. 

14 July 1943 - USS Pomfret (SS-391) keel laid at Ports-
mouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME. 

17 July 1944 - USS Caiman (SS-323) commissioned at the 
Electric Boat Company, Groton, CT. 

9 July 1959 - USS Bonefish (SS-582) commissioned at New 
York Shipbuilding Corporation, Camden, NJ. 

9 July 1960 - USS Thresher (SSN-593) launched at Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, ME. 

20 July 1960 - While submerged off the coast of Cape Ca-
naveral, Florida, USS George Washington (SSBN-598) suc-
cessfully fired two Polaris A-1 Missiles with a range of 1,200 
miles each. That year, she departed Charleston, SC on the first 
operational strategic patrol with the Polaris Missile system. 

9 July 1961 - USS Robert E. Lee (SSBN-601) set a new con-
tinuous underwater patrol record of more than 68 days. 

4 July 1963 - USS Salmon (SS-573) suffered personnel casu-
alties when mercury from a broken thermometer came into 
contact with a hot grid, creating toxic mercury vapor.  This 
resulted in the intoxication of 14 crewmembers. 

15 July 1968 - USS Halibut (SSGN-587) deployed from 
Pearl Harbor, HI to look for the sunken Soviet Golf II subma-
rine that had, so far, not been found.  

21 July 1984 - USS Hyman G. Rickover (SSN-709) commis-
sioned at the Electric Boat Division, General Dynamics Cor-
poration, Groton, CT. 

7 July 2004 - The lead ship in the Navy’s newest class of fast
-attack submarines, USS Virginia (SSN-774), was placed into 
service.  Entry into service marks the stage where the crew 
moves aboard the ship in advance of taking it to sea for the 
first time. 

25 July 2006 - Carl M. Brashear BMCM (MDV) USN (ret.), 
the first black U.S. Navy diver, died.  He was 75.  Brashear 
joined the Navy, at 17, in 1948 and retired in 1979. 

(Continued on page 4) 

LOST BOATS,  LOST BOATS,  LOST BOATS,  ———   JULYJULYJULY   

USS S-28 (SS-133) — Lost on 4 July 1944 with the 
loss of 50 Officers and Men.  She was conducting 
training exercises off Hawaii with the US Coast 
Guard Cutter Reliance (WSC-150).  After S-28 
dove for a practice torpedo approach, Reliance lost 
contact with her.  No distress signal was seen or 
heard, nor was any sound heard that indicated that 
there had been an explosion.  Two days later, an oil 
slick, unmistakably made by diesel oil, was found 
near the position that Reliance last had contact 
with S-28.  The exact cause of her loss remains a 
mystery. 

USS Robalo (SS-273) — Lost on 26 July 1944 with 
the loss of 84 Officers and Men while on her 3rd war 
patrol.  She struck a mine about 2 miles off the 
coast of Palawan, in the Philippines.  Four men sur-
vived and swam ashore, and were imprisoned by the 
Japanese for guerrilla activites.  Unfortunately, they 
were put on a Japanese destroyer and lost when 
that destroyer was sunk, possibly by another US 
Submarine. 

USS Grunion (SS-216) — Lost on 30 July 1942 with 
the loss of 70 Officers and Men while on her 1st war 
patrol near Kiska Harbor, Alaska.  She radioed that 
she sank two sub-chasers and damaged a third, but 
was never heard from again.  The cause of her loss 
remains a mystery.  On 3 October 2008 the Navy 
confirmed that the Grunion was found in 3,300 
ft of water in the Bering Sea off the coast of the 
Aleutian Islands. 

SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———   
Pictured this month is a brand 

new sailor photographed in his 
uniform for the first time, flat 
hat and all.  He is one of our 
members who volunteer on the 
Blueback’s maintenance crew 
Mondays. 

Last month Boyd Bywater, 
one of our HOLLAND Club 
and LIFE members was pic-
tured. 

If you are reading this and are 
reminded of that picture of 

you taken way back 
“when”, dig it out 
so I can share it 
with the crew, 
Thanks. 



Dana Kanfeld — USAR… 
Dana Kanfeld, a veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 

and Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF),  who has served in 
the Army for 20 years including the 671st Combat Engineers 
and currently with the 2/364th Training Support at Ft. Lewis 
will be at the July meeting to talk about her duty in Iraq.  She 
has some albums she will bring with her.  Be There! 

She had planned to be at the June meeting, but was un-
able to attend. 
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“I went to the Army office, and they weren’t too friendly,” 
Brashear said in 2002.  “But the Navy recruiter was a lot 
nicer.  Looking back, I was placed in my calling.”   
Brashear quickly decided after boot camp that he wanted to 
become a deep-sea diver.  He said. “When I saw the divers for 
the first time, I knew it was just what I wanted.” 
In 1954 he was accepted and graduated from the diving pro-
gram. 

He was also the first Navy diver to be restored to full active 
duty as an amputee, the result of a leg injury he sustained dur-
ing a salvage operation.  In 1966 Brashear was assigned to 
recover a hydrogen bomb that dropped into waters off of 
Spain when two U.S. Air Force planes collided.  During the 
mission Brashear was struck below his left knee by a pipe that 
the crew was using to hoist the bomb out of the water.  
Brashear was airlifted to a naval hospital where, faced with 
years of recovery and rehabilitation, Brashear convinced his 
doctors to amputate the lower portion of his left leg, later re-

placed with a prosthetic.  The Navy was ready to retire 
Brashear from active duty, but he soon began a gruel-
ing training program that included diving, running 
and calisthenics which lead to his recertification as a 

US Navy diver. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Emory S. Land... 
BREMERTON, WA — The USS Emory S. Land (AS-39), 

one of the Navy’s two submarine tenders, departed for its new 
forward-deployed homeport of Diego Garcia in the Indian 
Ocean. 

It will provide maintenance for fast-attack and guided-
missile submarines operating in the Fifth Fleet area.  The po-
sitioning will dramatically reduce transit time for subs in the 
Middle East that need intermediate maintenance, emergent 
repair or logistics support. 

The Emory S. Land recently was modernized and had its 
hull restored at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.  It also became 
the first sub tender to convert to a hybrid Navy and Military 
Sealift Command ship.  Unlike most ships manned and oper-
ated by the Military Sealift Command, Emory S. Land will 
remain designated as a United States Ship under the command 
of a Navy captain. 

The ship’s repair officer, Cmdr. Michael Elmstrom, said “it’s 
a completely new mission for a submarine tender.  New chal-
lenges and a remote location will make it an interesting, chal-
lenging (assignment), and I’m looking forward to                
it.” 

The ship’s forward-deployed change of 
homeport to Diego Garcia is part of           
the Global Posture Defense Realignment 

OSU graduate to be on submarines... 
CORVALLIS, Ore. – A graduating Oregon State University 

student is going to become one of the first 19 women in the 

United States to break through a gender barrier that has stood 
for 110 years – the prohibition of women serving in the U.S. 
Navy Submarine Service. 

After Congress lifted this ban earlier this year and the proc-
ess was finalized just in the past months, Erienne Kriesch, an 
OSU officer candidate in Naval ROTC program, was ac-
cepted as one of the pioneers in a small group of female offi-
cers who soon will be serving on the nation’s ballistic and 
guided missile submarines. 

“It’s been a real whirlwind, they only made the final decision 
to go ahead with this a few weeks ago,” Kriesch said. “It’s 
really exciting to have this opportunity, as women continue to 
get integrated into more and more roles in the military.” 

Kriesch, 23, is a graduating senior in radiation health physics 
in the OSU Department of Nuclear Engineering and Radiation 
Health Physics.  She enlisted in the Navy five years ago, ini-
tially pursuing a program in nuclear 
reactor mechanics, but took advantage 
of an opportunity to attend college 
through Naval ROTC and has 
been in that pro- gram at OSU the 
past three years. 

SSGN Force Reaches Historic Milestone... 
The Submarine Force has announced it has achieved another 

first with all four guided-missile submarines (SSGN) de-
ployed for the first time simultaneously on 10 June 2010. 

Although the West Coast SSGNs, USS Ohio (SSGN 726) 
and USS Michigan (SSGN 727), and East Coast SSGNs, USS 
Florida (SSGN 728) and USS Georgia (SSGN 729), have 
previously been underway at the same time, this milestone 
marks the first time all four SSGNs have been forward de-
ployed away from their homeports. 

Four SSGNs capable of carrying and launching a combined 
total of 616 Tomahawk cruise missiles and deploying up to 
264 Special Operation Forces, are forward-deployed in posi-
tion to identify and respond to diverse threats on short notice 
and with scalable force. 
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ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ———      

 

 

 

 

Kenneth H. Meuser 
22 April 1926 — 15 June 2010 

Ken passed away at his home with his family at his side 
with an outpouring of love on 15 June 2010 at the age of 
84.  Ken was born in Peru, Illinois on 22 April 1926 to 
Marie and Alfred Meuser.  His father died when Ken was 
young, leaving him to be the man of the house at age 13. 

Ken had had an advocate who helped him enter the Navy 
at the age of 16.  He was a Baker 2nd Class when he left the 
Navy in 1946.  He went to boot camp at Great Lakes and on 
to cook and baker school in Ames, Iowa.  After that he at-
tended Submarine School in New London, Connecticut.  
His first duty was on the USS 0-4 then for new construc-
tions in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where he put the USS 
Hackleback (SS-295) in commission.  His next duty was 
relief crew in Mare Island, California.  He was sent to Pearl 
Harbor, Subic Bay, and Brisbain, Australia arriving aboard 
the USS Howard Gilmore (AS-16).  They crossed Australia 
on a narrow gauge troop train and arrived in Perth.  He was 
assigned to the USS Bullhead (SS-332) under Cmdr. Fran-
cis W. Scanlon.  They left Fremantle for Hawkbill's fourth 
and fifth successful war patrols.  At war's end Meuser was 
at Brunei Bay, Borneo.  He received a Navy Unit Commen-
dation and returned stateside, passing under the Golden 
Gate Bridge.  He finished his duty at Mare Island where 
Hawkbill was decommissioned.  He was discharged in 
1946 at Camp Shoemaker, California. 

He loved serving his country and became a staunch and 
loyal supporter of the USA for the rest of his life.  The ef-
fort to bring the USS Blueback (SS-581) to Portland is a 
great testimonial to the respect he felt for his naval com-
rades.  Anyone who knew Ken was aware of the contribu-
tion he made to OMSI in honor of the submarines who lost 
their lives defending our country. 

At the end of WW II Ken met Eunice Elaine Sahnow who 
soon after became his wife and soulmate for 62 years of 
their marriage. They built their lifelong home in Parkrose, 
making many lasting friendships in the church and the com-
munity.  Together they enjoyed spending time outdoors 
camping, boating, fishing, golfing, traveling and watching 
ball games.  They attended many of their children, grand-
children and great grandchildren's activities, and were al-
ways their number one supporters.  Ken was an honest man 
who had numerous careers, ending with his most recent 
profession as a general contactor. 

He is survived by his son, Craig; daughters, D’Ann and 
Susan; 11 Grand Children and 7 Great Grand Children. 

CHOW DOWN CHOW DOWN CHOW DOWN ———   
Next Chow call will be at the September meeting.  Our 

thanks go out to the wives who made the June meeting Taco 
feed for us.  It was great!  Can’t wait to get the next menu. 

Pictured above from L—R are five of the cooks.  
“Virgie” Walters, Connie Whitmarsh, DeAnna 
Thrall, Sandie Savage, and Kathy Vrooman.  The 
rest of the cooks not pictured are Sheila Alfonso, 
Gerrie Collins, Joan Lough, and Jan Nelson. 

ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ———      

 

 

 

 

Ronald S. Dunsmore 
16 November 1924 — 16 April 2010 

Ron, 85, a long time resident of The Dalles, OR, passed 
away peacefully in his sleep at a local Veteran’s care facil-
ity on Friday 16 April 2010. 
Born in Seattle, WA he grew up there and graduated from 

Queen Anne High School.  He married Lois Maryann Hurli-
man in Tillamook, OR on 19 May 1956. 
He was a Submarine Veteran of WWII and qualified on the 

USS Perch (SS-313) in 1944.  He also served aboard the 
USS Flying Fish (SS-229).  He was a SC3(SS) and the 
boat’s baker.  After the Navy he continued as a baker own-
ing and operating the Bakitchen Bakery for 35 years making 
wedding cakes for almost everyone in The Dalles. 
He is survived by his wife Lois, children:  Kate, David 

(Mary), Joel (Dana), Nathan (Janene), Jeff (Lana) as well as 
7 grandchildren. 
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FROM THE CREW FROM THE CREW FROM THE CREW ———   
Confessions of a Submarine Duty Officer… 
LeRoy Vick sends— This Old Chief-of-the Boat feels the same way. 

SRC recently received a letter from a veteran submarine offi-
cer.  Its subject is something that may strike a resonant chord 
in other submariners. The letter is as follows: 
“I was an officer on a Guppy II in the 1950s.  When I re-

ported aboard, the boat was in yard overhaul.  Looking at it 
for the first time, I could not see that it was a submarine.  
Wires, cables, hoses, tools, compressors, and welding equip-
ment were strewn about the deck and pier so that it more re-
sembled a bowl of spaghetti than a ship.  I was assigned as 
supply officer as all new submarine officers were and I floun-
dered five months with multiple copies of forms and endless 
lengths of adding machine tape.  As the boat ended its stay in 
the yard the umbilical's began to disappear and it took on the 
appearance of a real submarine. 
“My first year was spent bent over the boat’s systems and 

learning the trade of being a submarine officer.  I stood 
 watches under instruction then qualified as OD underway.  
When the captain said I was competent enough to stand in-
port watches as duty officer I was proud.  Although not quite, 
yet qualified in submarines as an officer I knew what I was 
doing. ‘That submarine and I developed a bond.’  It was per-
sonal and I have never talked about it before.  Of course, I 
liked the crew and friendships grew, but I kept quiet about 
how I felt about that long piece of steel.  At sea during the 
mid-watch I hung my arm over the bridge rim and looked aft 
at the wake and trace of smoke coming from the exhausts.  
The sea made a hissing sound as our hull cut through it. 
“The captain was asleep. I was in charge.  The boat was 

mine. The bow deck stretched forward before me.  It was a 
fine feeling. When I was OD and was ordered to dive the 
boat, I sent the lookouts below, pulled the diving alarm and 
pushed the 1MC button, saying ‘Dive, dive!’  Then I lingered 
for a bit to watch the bow begin to settle.  I was fascinated by 
this wonderful home in which I lived.  When the seas were 
rough and green water came over the bridge I fought the ele-
ments.  But I never, for one second, had anything but com-
plete confidence in my boat.  We often rolled to extreme lim-
its, but I knew the old girl would right herself. 
“The best times for me were when I had the duty.  At night 

when charging batteries, an electrician would wake me and 
tell me we had reached the TVG.  I’d awaken and walk 
through the boat.  The duty section crew members were 
asleep.  It was quiet except for the single charging engine and 
the electricians in maneuvering.  The ventilation blowers 
hummed in the battery compartments, but the torpedo rooms 
were completely quiet.  I could hear the water at the pressure 
hull.  It was a good sound, a peaceful sound.  Standing on the 
fan tail, I looked at the other submarines in the nest.  They 
were like us, spending a quiet night; resting so that in the 
morning we could all go out all to sea and do our thing.  It 
was good to spend a few minutes talking to the topside watch.  
I felt secure.  I have never had that feeling as a civilian.  I 
loved that old boat.  To me she seemed alive. I did my best for 

her and I knew that she wouldn’t let me down. 
“This all seems pretty stupid to most readers, but there may 

be some retired old submariners that felt the same way about 
their boats.  It was a point in time.  Perhaps, the nuclear sail-
o r s of today with the gold and blue crews miss that spe-
c i a l relationship I knew.  I hear the words, Subs, Smoke-

boats, Pig boats.  I still refer to them as submarines.  
They deserve that much.” 

         Anonymous. 

Gary Cox sends— 

An old diesel boat pulled into a foreign port, and put down 
maximum liberty. 

The skeleton crew didn’t notice a chimpanzee, escaped from 
a nearby civilian transport, crawl up the sail and up to the 
snorkel exhaust mast.  Down the pipe it came and made its 
way into the After Engineroom. 

It came across a power panel opened up for maintenance, 
couldn’t read the warning signs, and with a bright blue blast 
shorted out the boat’s electrical system, and plunged the boat 
into darkness. 

A little bit later, the Below Decks Watch and a Torpedoman 
wander through with their flashlights, looking for the prob-
lem. 

They come upon the blackened body of the chimp.  They 
shine their flashlights on its long, burnt arms.  They look at 
each other.  They highlight its short legs and odd feet.  They 
look at each other again. 

Finally one says, “Well, it’s too hairy to be a Radioman, the 
legs are too short for a Cook, and there would be more tattoos 
on a Electrician.” 

“Call the wardroom; see if the Duty Officer is missing.” 

 

HOLY E-MAIL... 
One day God was looking down at earth and saw all of the 

rascally behavior that was going on.  So, He called one of His 
angels and sent the angel to earth for a time. 

When he returned, he told God, “Yes, it is bad on earth; 95% 
are misbehaving and only 5% are not.” 

God thought for a moment and said, “Maybe I had better 
send down a second angel to get another opinion.”  So, God 
called another angel and sent him to earth for a time. 

When the angel returned he went to God and said, “Yes, it’s 
true.  The earth is in decline; 95% are misbehaving, but 5% 
are being good.” 

God was not pleased.  So, He decided to e-mail the 5% who 
were good, because he wanted to encourage them, and give 
them a little something to help them keep going. 

Do you know what the e-mail said? 

 
Okay, I was just wondering, because I didn’t get one either. 

 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Clive Waite Sends— 

Yesterday Georgia asked why I didn't do something useful 
with my time.  She suggested I go down to the senior center 
and hang out with the guys.  I did this and when I got home 
last night I told her that I had joined a parachute club. 

She said “are you nuts?  You’re over 70 years old and 
you’re going to start jumping out of airplanes?”I proudly 
showed her that I even got a membership card. 

She said to me, “You idiot, where are your glasses!  This 
is a membership to a Prostitute Club, not a Parachute Club!” 

I'm in trouble again and don’t know what to do! I signed 
up for five jumps a week! 

Life as a senior citizen is not getting any easier. 

A first grade girl handed in the drawing above for a homework 
assignment.  After it was graded and the child brought it home, 
she returned to school the next day with the following note: 
Dear Ms. Davis: 
I want to be very clear on my child's illustration.  It is NOT of 
me on a dance pole on a stage in a strip joint.  I work at Home 
Depot and had commented to my daughter how much money we 
made in the recent snowstorm.  This drawing is of me selling a 
shovel. 
Mrs. Harrington 

 

Laundry Aids… 
One evening a husband, thinking he was being funny, said to 

his wife, “Perhaps we should start washing your clothes in 
‘Slim Fast’.  Maybe it would take a few inches off of your 
butt!”  His wife was not amused, and decided that she simply 
couldn’t let such a comment go unrewarded. 

The next morning the husband took a pair of underwear out 
of his drawer.  “What the heck is this?”  he said to himself as 
a little ‘dust’ cloud appeared when he shook them out.  He 
hollered into the bathroom, “Why did you put talcum powder 
in my underwear?“ 

She replied with a snicker, “It’s not talcum powder, it’s 
‘Miracle Grow’!!!” 

(Continued from page 6) Never Lose Your Grandson!... 
Tudor Davis sends—A heartwarming story... 

My small grandson and I went down to Lloyd Center a week 
or so ago.  We were sitting on a bench near the skating rink 
watching a group practice, when a fellow, seeing my subma-
rine veteran hat, sat down and started telling us about the time 
he spent on submarines.  Of course we got to trading sea sto-
ries. 

My grandson, hearing my stories many times, wandered off 
and got lost.......... 

He approached a uniformed security guard and said, “I've 
lost my grandpa!” 

The guard asked, “What’s 
his name?” 

“Grandpa” 

The guard smiled, then 
asked, “What’s he 
like?” 

The little tyke hesi-
tated for a moment 

and then replied, 

“ S u b m a r i n e s , 
Drop Top Am-
ber Ale, cigars, 
and women 
w i t h  b i g 
boobs.” 



ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

USSVI  DUES 
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USS Swordfish’s bent scope... 
Searl Stevens sends— 

We bent it on a block of ice.  We were accused of sinking the 
K-129 because of this.  The Japanese grabbed a snapshot of 
the boat prior to us getting the scope pulled 
and laid onto a barge.  By the time we hit the 
beach...the photo was in the local rags. 

FUZZY 

 
THURSDAY 19TH - ARRIVAL DAY (1) 
0900-1500 Arrive at Portland. Muster in Reunion Headquarters. 
Hotel Check-in 
1800 Evening meal, sightseeing, etc. 
2100-Midnight Return to Hotel 
 
FRIDAY 20TH - ARRIVAL DAY (2) 
0900 Depart Portland for tour 
Hotel Check-in for Friday arrivals 
1600 Return to Portland 
1800 Evening meal, sightseeing, etc. 
2100-Midnight Return to Hotel 
 
SATURDAY 21ST - Big Event Day 
1000-1600 Picnic, visit USS. Blueback, Maritime Museum, etc. 
1800 Banquet 
2100-Midnight Return to Hotel 
 
SUNDAY 22ND – DEPARTURE DAY (1) 
0900-1500 Depart Portland on tour 
1200 Check-out time for those departing 
1800 Evening meal, sightseeing, etc. 

2100-Midnight Return to Hotel 
 
MONDAY 23RD – DEPARTURE DAY (2) 
1000 Brunch 
1200 Check- out time 

USS Bashaw (SS/SSK/AGSS-241)... 
Bashaw Ship’s Party (Reunion 2010) will be held in Port-

land, Oregon between Thursday 19 August and Monday 23 
August, a five day event.  On Friday and Sunday we will be 
taking Bus Tours to Evergreen Air and Space Museum http://
www.sprucegoose.org/ and Multnomah Falls/Bonneville Dam 
(h t tp : / /www. mul tnomahfa l l s . o rg /  and  (h t tp : / /
www.nwp.usace.army.mil/op/b/home.asp).  On Saturday, we 
will have our “Big Event”, a Picnic and local sightseeing trips 
during the day with a banquet at night.  We will have the final 
planning completed by 19 July  and will need your confirma-
tion by 1 August.  USSVI members and their guests are 
invited.  If you are interested please contact Wes Soderback, 
6920 NW Thompson Road, Portland, OR 97229-4215, 502 
292-6892, hoodlandplaza@hotmail.com to get on the contact 
list.  There is no event charge for the picnic on Saturday and 
you do not need to register in advance however, it would be 
help full for planning purposes.  See Bashaw’s web page for 
details for more information. 

BASHAW SHIP’S PARTY 
 REUNION 2010 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
Thursday August 19th to Monday August 23rd 

Five days of fun! 
ORDER OF THE DAY 

http://www.sprucegoose.org/�
http://www.sprucegoose.org/�
http://www.sprucegoose.org/�
http://www.sprucegoose.org/�
http://www.multnomahfalls.org/�
http://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/op/b/home.asp�
http://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/op/b/home.asp�
http://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/op/b/home.asp�
http://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/op/b/home.asp�
mailto:hoodlandplaza@hotmail.com?subject=Bashaw%20Reunion/Party�
http://ussbashaw.webs.com�


4th of July Parade… 
Blueback Base will “march” in the 4th of July parade in Canby again this year. 

The parade will start at 1400 (2:00 PM) sharp.  We need to set-up the float and the flat bed so we should be there about 1130. 

Gary Webb will bring the float. 

The staging area is NW 4th Avenue and N Elm Street. 

We need everyone that plans to ride the trailer to bring a chair. 

There is NO THROWING OF CANDY, it can be handed out at curb side. 

 

See below map with insert for directions to the staging area.  Any question, make sure you bring them up to Gary Webb.  You 
can E-Mail Gary at: 

gwebb@bctonline.com 

See you all there! 

See their website for details of other events taking place in Canby on the 4th — http://www.generalcanbyday.org/index.html 
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http://www.generalcanbyday.org/index.html�
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Mattressback (Clair Pense) sends— 

The Day Japan Bombed Oregon... 
by Norm Goyer 

9 September 1942:  The I-25 class Japanese submarine was 
cruising in an easterly direction raising its periscope occasion-
ally as it neared the United States Coastline.  Japan had at-
tacked Pearl Harbor less than a year ago and the Captain of 
the attack submarine knew that Americans were watching 
their coast line for ships and aircraft that might attack our 
country.  Dawn was approaching; the first rays of the sun 
were flickering off the periscopes lens.  Their mission; attack 
the west coast with incendiary bombs in hopes of starting a 
devastating forest fire.  If this test run was successful, Japan 
had hopes of using their huge submarine fleet to attack the 
eastern end of the Panama Canal to slow down shipping from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific.  The Japanese Navy had a large 
number of I-400 submarines under construction.  Each capa-
ble of carrying three aircraft.  Pilot Chief Warrant Officer No-
buo Fujita and his crewman Petty Officer Shoji Okuda were 
making last minute checks of their charts making sure they 
matched those of the submarine’s navigator. 

The only 
plane ever 
to drop a 
bomb on 
the United 
S t a t e s 
d u r i n g 
W W I I 
was this 
submarine 

based “Glen” (Yokosuka E14Y, codenamed “Glen” by the 
Allies, was an Imperial Japanese Navy reconnaissance sea-
plane transported aboard and launched from Japanese subma-
rine aircraft carriers such as the I-25 during World War II.  
The Japanese Navy designation was “Type 0 Small Recon-
naissance Seaplane”). 

9 September 1942:  Nebraska forestry student Keith V. John-
son, 18, was on duty atop a forest fire lookout tower between 
Gold’s Beach and Brookings Oregon.  Keith had memorized 
the silhouettes of Japanese long distance bombers and those 
of our own aircraft.  He felt confident that he could spot and 
identify, friend or foe, almost immediately.  It was cold on the 
coast this September morning, and quiet.  The residents of the 
area were still in bed or preparing to head for work.  Lumber 
was a large part of the industry in Brookings, just a few miles 
north of the California-Oregon state lines. 

The aircraft carried two incendiary 168 pound bombs and a 
crew of two.  Aboard the submarine the Captain’s voice 
boomed over the PA system, “Prepare to surface, aircrew re-
port to your stations, wait for the open hatch signal.”  During 
training runs several subs were lost when hangar doors were 
opened too soon and sea water rushed into the hangars and 
sank the boat with all hands lost.  You could hear the change 
of sound as the bow of the I-25 broke from the depths, nosed 
over for its run on the surface.  A loud bell signaled the “All 

Clear”.  The crew assigned to the single engine Yokosuki 
E14Ys float equipped observation and light attack aircraft 
sprang into action.  They rolled the plane out of its hangar 
built next to the conning tower.  The wings and tail were un-
folded, and several 176 pound incendiary bombs were at-
tached to the hard points under the wings.  This was a small 
two passenger float plane with a nine cylinder 340 hp radial 
engine.  It was full daylight when the Captain ordered the air-
craft to be placed on the catapult.  Warrant Officer Fujita 
started the engine, let it warm up, checked the magnetos and 
oil pressure.  There was a slight breeze blowing and the seas 
were calm.  A perfect day to attack the United States of 
America.  When the gauges were in the green the pilot sig-
naled and the catapult launched the aircraft.  After a short 
climb to altitude the pilot turned on a heading for the Oregon 
coast. 

Johnson was sweeping the horizon but could see nothing, he 
went back to his duties as a forestry agent which was search-
ing for any signs of a forest fire.  The morning moved on.  
Every few minutes he would scan low, medium and high but 
nothing caught his eye. 

The small Japanese float plane had climbed to several thou-
sand feet of altitude for better visibility and to get above the 
coastal fog.  The pilot had calculated land fall in a few min-
utes and right on schedule he could see the breakers flashing 
white as they hit the Oregon shores. 

Johnson was about to put his binoculars down when some-
thing flashed in the sun just above the fog bank.  It was un-
usual because in the past all air traffic had been flying up and 
down the coast, not aiming into the coast. 

The pilot of the aircraft checked his course and alerted his 
observer to be on the lookout for a fire tower which was on 
the edge of the wooded area where they were supposed to 
drop their bombs.  These airplanes carried very little fuel and 
all flights were in and out without any loitering.  The plane 
reached the shore line and the pilot made a course correction 
20 degrees to the north.  The huge trees were easy to spot and 
certainly easy to hit with the bombs.  The fog was very wispy 
by this time. 

Johnson watched in awe as the small floatplane with a red 
meat ball on the wings flew overhead, the plane was not a 
bomber and there was no way that it could have flown across 
the Pacific, Johnson could not understand what was happen-
ing.  He locked onto the plane and followed it as it headed 
inland. 

The pilot activated the release locks so that when he could 
pickle the bombs they would release.  His instructions were 
simple, fly at 500 feet, drop the bombs into the trees and cir-
cle once to see if they had started any fires and then head back 
to the submarine. 

Johnson could see the two bombs under the wing of the plane 
and knew that they would be dropped.  He grabbed his com-
munications radio and called the Forest Fire Headquarters 
informing them of what he was watching unfold. 

The bombs tumbled from the small seaplane and impacted 
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the forests, the pilot circled once and spotted fire around the 
impact point.  He executed an 180 degree turn and headed 
back to the submarine.  There was no air activity, the skies 
were clear.  The small float plane lined up with the surfaced 
submarine and landed gently on the ocean, then taxied to the 
sub.  A long boom swung out from the stern.  His crewman 
caught the cable and hooked it into the pickup attached to the 
roll over cage between the cockpits.  The plane was swung 
onto the deck, the plane’s crew folded the wings and tail, 
pushed it into its hangar and secured the watertight doors.  
The I-25 submerged and headed back to Japan. 

This event ,which caused no damage, marked the only time 
during World War II that an enemy plane dropped bombs on 
the United States mainland.  What the Japanese didn’t count 
on was coastal fog, mist and heavy doses of rain made the 
forests so wet they simply would not catch fire. 

A Memorial Plaque is located in Brookings, Oregon at the 
site of the 1942 bombing.  Fifty years later the Japanese pilot, 
who survived the war, would return to Oregon to help dedi-
cate this historical plaque at the exact spot where his two 
bombs had impacted.  The elderly pilot then donated his cere-
monial sword as a gesture of peace and closure of the bomb-
ing of Oregon in 1942. 

 
Sid Mouser sends— 

The first sentence of the second paragraph just sends chills 
up my spine. 

“The only plane ever to drop a bomb on the United States 
during WWII was this submarine based Glen.” 

People seem to forget that we had over 4,000 casualties in a 
very bloody campaign in Alaska on a little nub of an island 
called Attu in May of 1943.  There are several thousand 
American men who are buried in two long lost, overgrown 
cemetaries on the island of Attu. 

My Dads first ship was the USS Charleston (PG-51), a pa-
trol gunboat that assisted in the battle of Attu.  I think he was 
up there for almost 3 years.  They were once bombed by sev-
eral Japanese planes, who could not drop their bombs on 
Dutch Harbor due to bad weather.  The Charleston was zig 
zagging and was not hit, and was able to bring down at least 

one of the planes. 

I have heard it was one of the 
bloodiest battles of WW2, as far 
as percentage of casualties.  
These poor men suffered tremen-
dously with the cold, and mud. 

There were only a handful of 
Japanese prisoners taken, because 
the last ones committed suicide, 
rather that surrender. 

A few years ago, the Japanese placed a peace marker right 
near the spot where they massacred a bunch of wounded sol-
diers on the last day of the battle.  This has upset a lot of the 
soldiers who fought in that campaign. 

Just thought I would set the record straight. 

Submariner’s Prayer 
Eternal God, whose creative hand turned primeval seas into 

oceans wide, and whose omnipresent love can be as keenly 
felt beneath as above their undulating surface; descend with 
us now into the silent depths as our unfailing guide. 

We men of the silent service are grateful to be among the few 
ever to thrill with the excitement of a dive, and sheer ecstasy 
of each surfacing.  May we never look upon these maneuvers 
as mere routine, for each is an experience fresh with challenge 
and no little danger.  May we be ever alert to our individual 
duties realizing that so much depends on our doing our duty 
without error. 

May we remember the new member of our crew who is to 
make his first descent, and breathe a prayer that he shall be a 
good submariner.  May we, who know what it is to follow a 
course, also know Him, who said “I am the way”.  May we, 
who gulp in hastily the first breaths of fresh air as it rushes 
down the hatchway following every dive, know also thy re-
freshing spirit. 

May we who know the necessity for companionship feel our 
partnership with thee when the hatches are dogged and when 
we are rigged for diving.  When all else of the surface world 
has been closed out, may we feel thee in every compartment, 
as near to us as throbbing engines, pinging sonar and the hiss-
ing of compressed air.  And when, as aging submariners our 
souls have descended into the depths of eternity, may the final 
call to us be “Surface, surface, surface”, in the name of Him 
who rides as the unseen crewman on every ship at sea. 

Amen. 
This was used in the Memorial Service for Ken Meuser. 
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Do you NUC’s remember the Main Coolant Pumps and their water lubricated bearings? 


	BASHAW SHIP’S PARTY
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