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ALL AROUND GOOD GUY… 

Bob Walters 503-284-8693 

BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Saturday, 14 August 2009 

Clackamette Park 

1955 Clackamette Drive—Oregon City 

About 1100 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Saturday, 14 August 2009 

Clackamette Park 

1955 Clackamette Drive—Oregon City 

About 1130 

Annual Picnic will follow Meeting 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — August 2010  # 197 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Support our troopS…Support our troopS…Support our troopS… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive ―care packages‖ from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-

tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 

Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth 

Paste), DVD‘s, and Computer Games, Small United States 

Flags.  Thank you and keep up the good work! 

Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

8 July 2010 

1900 Meeting was called to order by Base Vice Command-

er  Gary Webb. 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates. 

Reading of USSVI purpose and Creed. 

Tolling of the Lost Boats for May; Bob Sumner and 

Bob Jackson. 

Invocation by Keith Miller. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Gary Webb. 

Introductions: All. 

Secretary‘s Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman. 

Treasurer‘s Report by Base Treasurer, Collie Collins 

Old Business: 

Gary Webb reported that no one has  presented the 

winning ticket for the dolphins.  A new raffle 

will start at the Annual Base Picnic on 14 Au-

gust and the drawing will be held at the Christ-

mas Party in December.  You will not need to 

be present to win.  This time we will make sure 

that names are on the back of all tickets sold.  

Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Contact 

Gary Webb to get your tickets. 

The Base Picnic will be held at Clackamette Park 

in Oregon City again this year.  See Page #4. 

Longevity Pins.  The tabled discussion from last 

meeting was introduced and as a result a motion 

was made, seconded, and passed authorizing 

the base to purchase these pins for all members 

who have been a member of USSVI for 15 or 

more years.  The pins will be presented at a fu-

ture meeting.  For those that live too far away 

to attend meetings, the pins will be mailed. 

The proposal presented last month by DeAnna 

Thrall, for the Christmas Party was for the 

American Legion Post 180 in Milwaukie, OR, 

not the VFW Hall.  Sorry for the error.  See 

Page #9 for the menu and information received 

from them.  There will be a vote as to where we 

will hold this year‘s Christmas Party at the Sep-

tember meeting.  Anyone with alternative loca-

tions be sure to submit them for consideration. 

The phone number to contact Wes Solderback for 

information about the upcoming Bashaw reun-

ion should be area code 503 not 502 as reported 

last month.  See Page #8. 

50 / 50 Raffle:  $20.00 won by Otto Tzevelekos and 

donated to the base.  THANKS Otto! 

Good of the Order: 

Bob Walters donated a portable sound system to 

the base.  It was used at the parade at the July 

meeting.  It seems to work great.  Check it out 

at the picnic.  Bob, Thank you very much for 

such a generous donation.  See page #6. 

Bill Bryan reported that 9 boxes were shipped to 

our troops in Afghanistan again last month.  He 

has a request from a group stationed in South 

America for sun screen and bug spray.  To help 

contact him.  See below, ―Support our Troops‖ 

Benediction by Keith Miller 

1935 Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 21 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Carneau; 

Collie Collins; Corbett; Dennis; Hager; Jackson; 

Johnson, L.; Lee; McComiskey; Miller; Pleming; 

Seel; Soderback; Stowe; Sumner; Thrall; Tzevele-

kos; Vrooman; Walters; and Webb 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman 

Blueback Base Secretary 

Don’t forget to VOTE 

In the National Election! 

Longevity pinS…Longevity pinS…Longevity pinS…   

Longevity pins for member loyalty are available for 1 year 

then 5 through 50 years in 5 year increments.  The base will 

furnish the pins to members with 15 or more years in USSVI.  

If you want a pin for 1 to 10 years you can purchase pins from 

the base storekeeper.  Pins are ordered as requested.  There is 

also a patch that can 

be purchased that can 

be sewn on your vest 

and then attach up to 

3 pins to it.  The pins 

are oval, blue with 

gold writing, and are 

approximately 1‖ X 

3/4‖.  See Sandy to 

order yours. 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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This month in Submarine history This month in Submarine history This month in Submarine history ———   

It Happened in August… 

7 August 1897 - the steam-powered submarine Plunger was 

launched but failed to pass acceptance tests. 

6 August 1945 - USS Bullhead (SS-332) departed Fremantle 

Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  ———   AugustAugustAugust   

USS Bullhead (SS-332)  — Lost on 6 August 1945 
with the loss of 84 Officers and Men in the Lambok 
Strait while on her 3rd war patrol when sunk by a 
depth charge dropped by a Japanese Army plane.  
Bullhead was the last U.S. submarine lost during 
WWII. 

USS Flier (SS-250) — Lost on 13 August 1944 with 
the loss of 80 Officers and Men while on her 2nd war 
patrol.  Flier was transiting on the surface when 
she was rocked by an massive explosion (probably a 
mine) and sank within less than a minute.  13 survi-
vors, some injured, made it into the water and 
swam to shore.  8 survived and 6 days later friendly 
natives guided them to a Coast Watcher and they 
were evacuated by the USS Redfin (SS-272). 

USS S-39 (SS-144) — Lost on 14 August 1942 after 
grounding on her 3rd war patrol.  The entire crew 
was able to get off and were rescued by the HMAS 
Katoomba. 

USS Harder (SS-257) — Lost on 24 August 1944 with 
the loss of 84 Officers and Men from a depth charge 
attack by a minesweeper near Bataan while on her 
6th war patrol.  Harder had won a Presidential Unit 
Citation for her first 5 war patrols and Cdr. Dealey 
was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor 
posthumously. 

USS Cochino (SS-345) — Lost on 26 August 1949 
after being jolted by a violent polar gale off Norway 
caused an electrical fire and battery explosion that 
generated hydrogen and chlorine gasses.  In ex-
tremely bad weather, men of Cochino and USS 
Tusk (SS-426)  fought to save the submarine for 
14 hours.  After a 2nd battery explosion, Abandon 
Ship was ordered and Cochino sank.  Tusk’s crew 
rescued all of Cochino’s men except for one civilian 
engineer.  Six sailors from Tusk were lost during the 
rescue. 

USS Pompano (SS-181) — Lost on 19 August 1943 
with the loss of 76 Officers and Men while on her 
7th war patrol.  Before being lost, she sank two 
enemy cargo ships.  The exact cause of her loss 
remains unknown, but she probably fell victim to 
a mine. 

for her third war patrol led by Lcdr E.R. Holt, Jr. and started 

for her area of responsibility on 31 July, arriving in her area 

on  about 6 August.  A Japanese anti-submarine attack oc-

curred near Bullhead’s last known position on 6 August when 

an enemy army plane attacked with depth charges.  It claimed 

two direct hits on a submarine, and for ten minutes thereafter, 

there was a great amount of gushing oil and air bubbles rising 

in the water.  Since the position given is very near the Bali 

coast, it is presumed that the proximity of mountain peaks 

shortened Bullhead’s radar range and prevented her receiving 

a warning of the plane‘s approach.  Eighty-four men perished 

with her that day.  She was the fifty-second and last U.S. sub-

marine loss of World War II. 

14 August 1945 - the last torpedo sinking of WWII by a U.S. 

submarine was fired by USS TORSK (SS-423).  Coast De-

fense Vessel #47 was the last ship sunk by U.S. submarines in 

the war. 

20 August 1949 - USS Cochino (SS-345) and USS Tusk (SS

-426) were in the Barents Sea.  Splitting up, Tusk proceeded 

to conduct sonar tests; Cochino navigated to a point near the 

northern tip of Norway to begin the first formal spying mis-

sion of the Cold War. 

19 August 1956 - the experimental sodium-cooled nuclear 

reactor of USS Seawolf (SSN-575) suffered a failure in the 

steam plant during a full power test run while the new ship 

was at Groton, CT.  A leak of sodium-potassium alloy being 

used as the third fluid in the steam generator aggravated stress 

corrosion in the system, causing two cracks in steam piping 

and a leak in a super heater.  Makeshift repairs permitted Sea-

wolf to complete her initial sea trials on reduced power in 

February, 1957.  Due to the difficulties of running a sodium-

cooled reactor, the Navy decided to replace Seawolf’s sodium

-cooled reactor with a water-cooled reactor and to use only 

water-cooled designs in the future. 

3 August 1958 - USS Nautilus (SSN-571) was the first ship 

to pass beneath the North Pole on a four day, 1,830 mile voy-

age from the Pacific to the Atlantic.  Her famous radio mes-

sage was ―Nautilus, Ninety North‖. 

11 August 1984 - USS Nathanael Greene (SSBN-636) re-

portedly lost her propeller in the Irish Sea.  The submarine 

proceeded back to Holy Loch, Scotland using her Secondary 

Propulsion Motor (SPM).  Facilities at the U.S. base were 

unavailable, so the submarine was towed to the nearby British 

submarine base at Faslane, Scotland. 

27 August 2001 - USS Greenville (SSN-772) grounded in 

the channel leading into Saipan Harbor.  Cdr David Bogdan, 

who assumed command of Greenville after Scott Waddle, 

was taken before an Admiral‘s Mast, along with several of his 

officers.  Bogdan was then relieved of command of Green-

ville.  His executive officer, Lcdr Gerald Pfeifer, received a 

letter of reprimand; he was second in command when Green-

ville collided with the Ehime Maru 9 Feb. 2001. 
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Annual Picnic... 

The BLUEBACK Base Annual picnic will be held this year 

at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, on 14 August.  It will 

start at 11, with a short business meeting, and run until 1500 

(this is the time frame we have the shelter reserved), although 

you can stay longer if you want to.  Les Savage will be doing 

the meat, the Sub Vets of WWII will provide soda to drink, 

and Keith Miller — Corn on the cob.  So, all you need is your 

favorite dish to share and your own silverware and plate. 

All base members as well as WWII Sub Vets and their guest 

are invited.  Please contact Gary Webb 

(gwebb@bctonline.com or 503-632-6259) 

if you are planning on attending so we can have an idea as to 

how many to expect. 

Clackamette Park1955 Clackamette Drivelies at the con-

fluence of the Willamette and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon 

City, with easy access from I-205 (exit 9) and 99E (see above 

map). 

The park contains 38 parking spaces for RV camping on the 

river ($25.00) or with a view of the Willamette River 

($20.00) .  Sites have power and water.  There is a dump sta-

tion available for a $3-$5 donation.  Camping is on a first 

come first serve basis. 

A boat ramp to launch fishing and recreational boats is avail-

able for public use.  The beaches attract both the sun worship-

per and the nature lover with sun, water, nature paths and 

wildlife!  For years, horseshoe enthusiasts have enjoyed the 

multiple stakes available for their games in the northern end 

of the park.  Bring your horseshoes!  Maybe we could have a 

Blueback Base horseshoe tournament. 

Reminders: 

This is a public park and Alcohol is not legal so plan ac-

cordingly.  Our storekeeper has submarine logo can co-

vers if you need one. 

We  need a few tables to set the chow up on, contact Gary 

Webb if you can bring one. 

Bring your own chairs. 

See the above map for directions. 

Picnic from 1100 to 1500. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there on 14 August!! 

mailto:gwebb@bctonline.com?subject=Annual%20Picnic
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Eternal Patrol Eternal Patrol Eternal Patrol ———      

 

Everett George McKinney 
24 July 1922 — 13 July 2010 

Everett, was born to George and Frances (Simonis) McKin-

ney in North Powder, OR. and died at his home in Hermis-

ton, OR. At 87.  He enlisted in the Navy on 13 October 1942 

and served with honor in World War II.  He was especially 

proud of his service in submarines.  He was an electrician 

aboard the USS Bonefish (SS-223) and the USS Batfish (SS

-310), making 7 war patrols on the Bonefish.  He survived 

several close calls in the war.  In 1944, he was transferred off 

the Bonefish when it was docked for refitting and crew rest 

and relaxation in Fremantle, Australia.  When Bonefish went 

to sea again with a new crew, it was sunk on its next mis-

sion, with loss the of all 84 crew members.  He went back to 

sea for two more patrols on the Batfish before receiving his 

honorable discharge in Portland, OR. on 15 October 1945. 

He is survived by his life partner, Dorothy Thomas, daugh-

ters Pamela and Kathleen, three grandchildren, and seven 

great grandchildren. 

Remember these?... 

To reduce profiteering from currency arbitrage (The pur-

chase of securities on one market for immediate resale on an-

other market in order to profit from a price discrepancy), the 

US military devised the MPC program.  MPCs were paper 

money denominated in amounts of 5 cents, 10 cents, 25 cents, 

50 cents, 1 dollar, 5 dollars, 10 dollars, and starting in 1968, 

20 dollars.  MPCs were fully convertible to US dollars upon 

leaving a designated MPC zone and convertible to local cur-

rencies when going on leave (but not vice-versa), and were 

illegal for unauthorized personnel to possess, thus, in theory, 

eliminating US dollars from local economies.  Although actu-

al greenbacks were not circulating, many local merchants ac-

cepted MPC on par with US dollars, as they knew they could 

use them on the black market.  This was especially evident 

during the Vietnam War when the MPC program was at its 

zenith.  To prevent MPC from being used as a primary cur-

rency in the host country, thereby destroying the local curren-

cy value and economy, MPC banknote style would change.  

Many veterans can recount a conversion day or C-Day. 

C-days in Vietnam were always classified, never pre-

announced.  On C-day, soldiers would be restricted to base, 

preventing GIs from helping Vietnamese civilians--especially 

local bars, brothels, bar girls and other black market people--

from converting old MPC to the newer style MPC.  Since Vi-

etnamese were not allowed to convert and frequently lost sav-

ings by holding old worthless MPC, they would be very angry 

about their MPC loss and ―arrange‖ to have the nearest U.S. 

base rocketed or mortared the next night. 

To illustrate the Vietnam war MPC cycle, in mid-1970, a GI 

could have a friend in the states mail him a U.S. $100 bill, 

take it ―downtown‖ and convert it to 180 dollars MPC, then 

change MPC to South Vietnamese piastres at double the legal 

rate.  The soldier could then have a fun day shopping, bar 

hopping, or a full service massage, paying in low cost local 

currency, and finishing the day with a hefty profit. 

Thirteen series of MPC were issued between 1946 and 1973, 

with varied designs often compared to Monopoly money due 

to their colors.  After the Vietnam War MPC was never again 

issued, and the concept lay dormant until the late ‗90s when it 

was replaced by a Stored Value Card system, presently used 

by U.S. armed forces in Iraq. 

The Men... 

The Men: American Enlisted Subma-

riners in World War II is released by 

author Stephen Leal Jackson 

Over 3,500 men, more than 23 percent 

of the American submarine force, nev-

er returned from their World War II 

missions. Their submarines had few 

crew comforts, and duty on ―the boats‖ 

was one of the most statistically dead-

ly, physically demanding and emotion-

ally challenging assignments for those 

serving in the U.S. Navy. War patrols 

were so exhausting that submarine sailors were often given a 

month of rest after each 30- to 60-day patrol. With all the 

hardships, one might think the Navy would have trouble find-

ing recruits. However, the men worked long, trained hard, and 

used their wits to fight for a coveted place on the front line of 

the Pacific war. 

The Men: American Enlisted Submariners in World War II 
recounts the real story of these undersea warriors, told by the 

men who lived it. The author‘s interviews with submarine 

veterans allow these unique and important stories to be told 

from first-hand reports. Descriptions of depth charge attacks, 

crew activities and traditions, and even capture by the enemy 

(Continued on page 6) 
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From the crew From the crew From the crew ———   

Anyone ever heard of this?...Tudor Davis sends- 

September 1975:  Topless Dance on Sub Gets Skipper 

Beached 

―This can‘t be good,‖ Chief Paul DeLange thought to himself 

as he stood on the deck of USS Finback (SSN-670) early this 

morning, overseeing the aft line handlers.  Disco music blared 

from speakers rigged on the sail as Finback got underway 

from the Port Canaveral facility in Florida.  But what held the 

Chief‘s attention was on the port dive plane.  As a tugboat 

towed the nuclear sub through the restricted waters of Canav-

eral inlet, a go-go dancer clad only in a thong and sneakers 

gyrated on the dive plane. 

Unorthodox actions were not foreign to Cdr Connelly D. Ste-

venson, skipper of Finback.  Previously he had converted the 

wardroom dining table for Ping-Pong.  He was notorious for 

wearing non-regulation head gear on the bridge, often ex-

changing his ball cap with pilots in foreign ports.  His 

thoughts were for the well-being of his crew who had just fin-

ished a laborious overhaul, many working long hours.  Morale 

was low in the Navy in general.  Retention was poor, funding 

inadequate, substance abuse was common, and discipline 

problematic.  Surely a bit of levity as the boat began this long 

deployment would brighten the crew‘s outlook. 

―Cat‖ Futch was a dancer known to many of the 121-man 

crew from the Cork Club, a local Port Canaveral hotspot.  The 

crew had convinced Stevenson to let her perform as they got 

underway.  After about ten minutes of dancing Finback glid-

ed past the ―boomer‖ USS Alexander Hamilton (SSBN-617) 

and on this cue Ms. Futch stopped, re-donned her long white 

robe, pocketed cash collected from the crew, and transferred 

to the waiting pilot boat. 

add thrilling details to this rich historical account. Never be-

fore published photographs and informative charts provide a 

unique glimpse into the conditions faced by these brave en-

listed men. Readers will be hooked by this fascinating exami-

nation of the men who lived, fought and died on the front 

lines of World War II‘s Pacific submarine war. 

Stephen Leal Jackson, a U.S. Navy veteran, served on the 

submarines USS Los Angeles (SSN688) and USS Florida 

(SSGN728).  His service included several Western Pacific 

cruises to many of the very places described in his book.  

Jackson earned a master‘s degree in American and European 

history from Providence College and is currently pursuing a 

Ph.D. at Salve Regina University. 

For further information contact: Ray Robinson at 317-228-

3656, via email at RayR@DogEarPublishing.net, or 

through the website at: www.dogearpublishing.net. 

Available at Ingram, Baker & Taylor, Amazon.com, 

Barnes & Noble, Borders and fine bookstores every-

where. 

(Continued from page 5) Word of the event reached as high as the Secretary of De-

fense, James Schlesinger.  On 1 August, shortly after Finback 

reached her station near the Bahamas, a message from Sub-

marine Group Six commander, Capt. Austin Scott, instructed 

Stevenson to abort his mission and return to base.  A month 

later the Washington Post broke the story, and the Navy had a 

major public image debacle on her hands.  Ms. Futch was 

instantly the most popular go-go dancer in the country, and 

later stated, ―I never saw such a smiling bunch of men go to 

sea.‖  Within the Navy opinions ranged from solid support to 

categorical rejection. CNO Adm. James L. Holloway III ulti-

mately decided Stevenson‘s fate, detaching him for cause and 

awarding a Letter of Reprimand and a fine.  The punishment 

was later reduced to a Letter of Admonition and the fine was 

waived.  This allowed Stevenson to regain eligibility for pro-

motion, though all agreed his chances were remote.  He was 

reassigned to the Naval Research Laboratory in London and 

subsequently left the Navy. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES:  Secretary of the Air Force John L. 

McLucas seized the occasion to jab at the Navy, ―even the 

Navy thinks $100 million is far too much to spend for a go-go 

dancer platform.‖ 

Cat Futch enjoyed her fame briefly, claiming familiarity with 

the Navy as a result of having been previously married to a 

sailor.  After a series of dead-end jobs that followed she en-

listed in the US Marine Corps.  But she was dropped from 

boot camp at Parris Island for medical reasons, problems she 

blamed on her treatment at the hands of resentful 

instructors and officers. 

Finback was decommissioned 28 March 

1997 and broken up for scrap. 

New “1 MC”… 

At right Gary 

Webb, Base Vice 

Commander tries 

out the new 

sound system 

that Bob Walters 

donated to the 

base.  Be sure to 

be at the picnic 

(See page 4 for 

details on the 

picnic.) to check 

it out for your-

self.  We plan on 

using it to pro-

vide some music 

during the festiv-

ities. 

mailto:rayr@dogearpublishing.net?subject=The%20Men
http://www.dogearpublishing.net
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Blueback Base leads the parade through the streets of Canby on 
the 4th of July.  Most of us were even in step when this picture was 
taken.  A sheer accident for sure. 

The lighter side The lighter side The lighter side ———   

Mature... 

R.G. Walker sends- 

Have you ever been guilty of looking at others your own age 

and thinking, surely I can‘t look that old? 

My name is Alice, and I was sitting in the waiting room for 

my first appointment with a new dentist.  I noticed his DDS 

diploma on the wall, which bore his full name.  Suddenly, I 

remembered a tall, handsome, dark haired boy with the same 

name had been in my high school class some 30 odd years 

ago. 

Could he be the same guy that I had a secret crush on, way 

back when? 

Upon seeing him, however, I quickly discarded any such 

thought. 

This balding, grey-haired man with the deeply lined face was 

way too old to have been my classmate. 

After he examined my teeth, I asked him if he had attended 

Morgan Park High School. 

―Yes, yes I did.  I‘m a Mustang,‖ he gleamed with pride. 

―When did you graduate,‖ I asked. 

He answered, ―In 1975.  Why do you ask?‖ 

―You were in my class!‖ I exclaimed. 

He looked at me closely. 

Then that: 

UGLY, 

OLD, 

BALD, 

WRINKLED FACED, 

FAT-ASSED, 

GREY-HAIRED, 

DECREPIT, 

SON-OF-A-BITCH 

asked, ―What did you teach?‖ 

Kirby Neumann-Rea, chairman of the local Hood River 

County Start Making A Reader Today (SMART) committee 

is asking us for help. 

Their submarine project --called ―Go Deep For SMART‖ -- 

is truly unique; a local man, Gary Fisher, and friends, have 

created a 21-foot submarine replica, which will go to the 

Western Antique Aero plane and Automobile Museum, for 

kids to play on.  It will join an airplane, helicopter and motor-

cycle also made by Gary Fisher, out of recycled and refabri-

cated wood, metal and other pieces and parts. They are true 

works of art, and a great deal of fun for kids to play on. 

“GO DEEP FOR SMART” 
Select the name you choose for the submarine and mail it 

to the address below or deliver it to the Hood River News, 
where there will be a ballot box. 

SMART asks for donations of $1 to $10 per vote (no limit). 
All proceeds go to SMART. 

Tax-deductible donations can be made to Hood River 
SMART or to the ongoing Fisher’s Fleet Fund at P.O. Box 51, 
Hood River, OR 97301-0002 to defray the cost of the subma-
rine, and future projects. 

The Names: 

Beluga — Black Viper — Coral Reader — Deeper Creeper 

Deep Water 6 — Great White Sub — Iron Tail — Seahawk 

S.S. Sea Hawk — Sea Storm — Sea Read — Silver Star 

Smartarine — Submareed — Sub Fantastic 

U.S.S. Recycle — U.S.S. SMART Sub 

The winning name will be announced Sept. 12 at the 
WAAAM Fly-In. 

SMART Submarine 
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USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

BASHAW SHIP‘S PARTY 

REUNION 2010 

PORTLAND, OREGON 

Thursday August 19th to Monday August 23rd 

Five days of fun! 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

 

THURSDAY 19TH - ARRIVAL DAY (1) 
0900-1500 Arrive at Portland. Muster in Reunion Headquarters 

1500 Hotel Check-in 

1800 Evening meal, sightseeing, etc. 

2100-2400 Return to Hotel 

 

FRIDAY 20TH - ARRIVAL DAY (2) 
0900 Depart Portland for tour 

1500 Hotel Check-in for Friday arrivals 

1600 Return to Portland 

1800 Evening meal, sightseeing, etc. 

2100-2400 Return to Hotel 

 

SATURDAY 21ST - Big Event Day 
1000-1600 Picnic, visit USS. Blueback, Maritime Museum, etc. 

1800 Banquet 

2100-2400 Return to Hotel 

 

SUNDAY 22ND – DEPARTURE DAY (1) 
0900-1500 Depart Portland on tour 

1200 Check-out time for those departing 

1800 Evening meal, sightseeing, etc. 

2100-2400 Return to Hotel 

 

MONDAY 23RD – DEPARTURE DAY (2) 
1000   Brunch 

1200   Check- out time USS Bashaw (SS/SSK/AGSS-241)... 

Bashaw Ship‘s Party (Reunion 2010) will be held in Port-

land, Oregon between Thursday 19 August and Monday 23 

August, a five day event.  On Friday and Sunday we will be 

taking Bus Tours to Evergreen Air and Space Museum: 

http://www.sprucegoose.org/ 

and Multnomah Falls/Bonneville Dam 

http://www.multnomahfalls.org/ 

and 

(http://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/op/b/home.asp 

On Saturday, we will have our ―Big Event‖, a Picnic and lo-

cal sightseeing trips during the day with a banquet at night.  

We will have the final planning completed by 19 July  and 

will need your confirmation by 1 August.  USSVI members 

and their guests are invited.  If you are interested please 

contact Wes Soderback, 6920 NW Thompson Road, Portland, 

OR 97229-4215, 503 292-6892 (correction from last month‘s 

Sanitary), hoodlandplaza@hotmail.com to get on the contact 

list.  There is no event charge for the picnic on Saturday and 

you do not need to register in advance however, it would be 

helpful for planning purposes.  See Bashaw‘s web page for 

more information. 

Submariner from the Past Submariner from the Past Submariner from the Past ———   

Last month Ed Stowe, one of our new members was 

pictured in his brand new uniform.  Unfortunate-

ly I have not received a picture for his month.  

Please dig through you sea bag and send me 

yours.  Thanks. 

http://www.sprucegoose.org/
http://www.multnomahfalls.org/
http://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/op/b/home.asp
mailto:hoodlandplaza@hotmail.com?subject=Bashaw%20Reunion/Party
http://ussbashaw.webs.com
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This is the proposal submitted by the American Legion as a possible 

choice for this year’s Christmas Party.  The location, for this years party 

will be decided by a vote of the members attending the September meet-

ing.  Please make plans to attend this important meeting.  If you have an-

other proposal for a location, bring it to the meeting with you. 
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A new problem facing Bangor? 

More From the crew More From the crew More From the crew ———   

Short sleeve whites… 

Kenneth Stephens sends- 

Pride is a funny thing.  It is a concept that can't be packaged 

and issued.  It takes root in a crew that has gained confidence 

in itself and a deep respect for the leadership of its senior pet-

ty officers and its wardroom.  Once a crew has it, it germi-

nates in every heart that comes aboard.  Requin had it.  It was 

part of the boat and it manifested itself in a cocky attitude and 

―hell for leather‖ outlook by her crew. 

It was most evident in dress canvas formations topside.  You 

formed up in two lines aft of the conning tower fairwater.  

Rag hats in starched whites, Dolphins, neckerchiefs and 

jumper flaps rippling in the breeze.  Gentle popping of the 

ensign, jack and squadron pennant.  The Chiefs and leading 

petty officers were decked out in medals and sleeves with 

hash marks from hell to breakfast and some wore old World 

War II combat patrol pins.  There was a creak and groan of 

strained mooring lines, and the rattle of officers‘ swords.  

Two lines of bluejackets knowing it was going to be a long 

time between smokes and hoping a seagull didn't crap on their 

white hat or their $2.50 laundry and press job.  Norfolk had a 

seagull population whose express purpose in life was to dump 

aerial calling cards on submarine sailors standing inspection 

topside in dress white. 

You could see the nuke boats astern in their nest.  They had 

their own nest at the end of Pier 22 because that was where 

they had all of the pixie dust connections for the moonbeam 

navy.  To us, they were just big ugly bastards that were rapid-

ly putting us out of business and relegating the boats we loved 

to the scrap yards.  And there was not a damn thing we could 

do about it.  Not one damn thing. 

The nuclear navy made us all fleas on a dying dog.  Our 

Chiefs were relics of the past -- fossils of a bygone age.  The 

floor of the Pacific was littered with rusting hulks that once 

had been the Jap Imperial Navy, but now were oxidizing junk 

many fathoms deep, entombing decaying Nip sailors, put 

there by the gray-haired, hard-nose bastards standing forward 

of these two lines of bluejackets in dress canvas. 

We looked like sailors were supposed to look...Rag hats, low

-neck jumpers, neckerchiefs, and bellbottoms blowing against 

your ankles in the breeze.  It was an impractical rig by any 

reasonable standard, but that uniform gave us our distinct 

identity.  Men wearing that uniform filled wooden boxes in 

military cemeteries throughout the world.  I don‘t know who 

thought up that stupid short sleeve white shirt outfit --that uni-

form that looks like something worn by a nuthouse orderly.  I 

wish the idiotic sonuvabitch would contact me and explain 

what our navy gained by adopting that goofy-looking Good 

Humor truck salesman‘s uniform.  To hell with progress that 

trashes tradition!  Sailors deserve continuity.  A continuous 

chain.  Without something to connect generation to genera-

tion, something to pass on the pride of unique identity, a force 

loses something. 

I can‘t remember any adverse effects of wearing undress 

whites.  They made me feel like I was a sailor.  When I was 

wearing that jumper, nobody ever took me for a bedpan col-

lector at the local hospital.  If I was CNO for a day, I would 

issue a directive that would require every bluejacket who 

owned one of those short sleeve white dog catcher shirts to 

turn the damn thing in for use as engine wipes.  I would say, 

―Horsefly, better men than you and I can ever hope to be 

handed us down that uniform, and it represents our bond with 

them.  The idiots that took it away from you broke faith and 

robbed you of a symbol that set you apart.  It distinguished 

you and was universally recognized as representing the herit-

age of the finest navy the world has ever seen.‖ 

But I will never be CNO for a day and progress will continue 

to erode pride and tradition in the name of progress and mod-

ernization.  Small men who are short-sighted, if not totally 

blind, will discard the historically meaningful and opt for the 

momentary fad -- the current style with no tradition woven 

into the fabrics -- with no link to the ancestral legacy which 

American sailors should receive. 

The poor shortchanged bastards of today are no longer linked 

by signal lights, semaphore, celestial navigation, or marlin-

spike seamanship.  Multi-frequency communication, global 

positioning, and factory-fabricated nylon line have replaced 

the seaman‘s arts and skills.  We rode ‗em in the horse and 

buggy days when being a sailor required saltwater savvy and 

technology was not our master.  I‘m glad it was that way.  It 

made us special. 

Pride has a way of making a man feel special, of standing 

apart from the herd.  So we stood there in the sun, shoulder to 

shoulder with our shipmates, below the big white 481 painted 

on our sail.  We stood there knowing we were United States 

Navy.  We were qualified in submarines and we belonged to a 

naval force that owned the oceans of the world.  Those oceans 

had been purchased for us by the men who wore exactly what 

we were wearing, had stood precisely where we were stand-

ing, and had been pooped upon by the great-

great-grandfathers of the seagulls currently 

crapping on our white hats. 
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Boomer gets Arleigh... 

USS West Virginia (SSBN 736) (Gold) was selected as the 

Atlantic Fleet recipient of the 2009 Arleigh Burke Trophy 

on 20 July.  This marks the first time a ballistic missile sub-

marine has received the honor in 25 years. 

The Arleigh Burke Fleet Trophy is presented annually to a 

ship or aircraft squadron from each coast.  Selection reflects 

the greatest improvement in battle efficiency during the cal-

endar year, based upon the Battle Efficiency Competition.  

―This award means a lot to the crew,‖ said Commanding 

Officer Cmdr. Steven Hall.  ―Time and again they have 

proven their talent, determination, and teamwork in getting 

the job done no matter the circumstance and this is recogni-

tion of their efforts,‖ said Hall.  ―I am humbled by my 

crews‘ performance over the last 18 months and am so 

proud to be one of them!‖ 

West Virginia’s selection is a notable recognition to the 

SSBN community.  The last time an Atlantic Fleet SSBN 

won the coveted Arleigh Burke Trophy was in 1985 by USS 

Casimir Pulaski (SSBN 633) (Gold).  

Highlights of the submarine's phenomenal year include re-

ceiving the 2009 Submarine Squadron 20 Strategic White 

"S" and Engineering Red "E".  During a tactical readiness 

evaluation, the submarine was evaluated ―above standards‖ 

by Commander Submarine Forces.  

This highest achievable grade demonstrates the superb im-

provement in battle efficiency and tactical readiness as com-

pared to the overall average performance during the same 

inspection in 2008.  

―I know the competition was tough and there were other 

deserving commands.  I am both excited and happy for our 

crew because I believe the CO and the crew 

are very deserving of this recognition,‖ 

said Master Chief Machinist's Mate Julian 

Czeiszperger, West Virginia Gold COB. 

WHERE TO MEET FOR LUNCH... 

A group of girlfriends, all coming up on age 30, discussed 

where they should meet for lunch to celebrate.  Finally it was 

agreed that they would meet at the Ocean View Restaurant 

because the waiters there were young, handsome, aspiring 

actors with great personalities.  It would be fun! 

Ten years later, approaching their 40th birthdays, the girl-

friends once again discussed a lunch celebration.  They decid-

ed on the Ocean View Restaurant because the chef was na-

tionally recognized and famous for using only locally grown 

organic produce. 

Ten years later, at age 50, the friends once again discussed 

where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that 

they would meet at the Ocean View Restaurant because the 

food was good and the wine selection was excellent. 

Ten years later as they faced turning 60, the friends decided 

to meet at the Ocean View Restaurant because they could talk 

and linger over their salads without being rushed by the staff, 

and because the restaurant had a beautiful view of the ocean. 

Ten years later as they prepared to celebrate their 70th birth-

days, the women chose the Ocean View Restaurant because 

there was a luncheon promotion for one free entrée with the 

purchase of one regularly priced entrée. 

Ten years later, at age 80, the friends discussed where they 

should have their joint birthday celebration.  They decided to 

meet at the Ocean View Restaurant because it was wheelchair 

accessible and had an elevator, plus it was quiet enough so 

that they could hear each other talk! 

Ten years later, at 90 years of age, the lifelong friends dis-

cussed where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was 

agreed that they would meet at the Ocean View Restaurant 

because they had never been there before. 

 

Puns... 

Dijon vu - the same mustard as before. 

Practice safe eating - always use condiments. 
Shotgun wedding - A case of wife or death. 
A man needs a mistress just to break the monogamy. 
A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 

Dancing cheek-to-cheek is really a form of floor play. 
A bicycle can't stand on its own because it is two tired. 
What‘s the definition of a will?  It‘s a dead give away. 
She was engaged to a boyfriend with a wooden leg but broke 

it off. 
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 
If you don‘t pay your exorcist, you get repossessed. 
With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 
You feel stuck with your debt if you can‘t budge it. 
Every calendar's days are numbered. 
A lot of money is tainted - Taint yours and taint mine. 
A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat. 
He had a photographic memory that was never developed. 
Energizer Bunny arrested -- charged with battery. 

Marriage is the mourning after the knot before. 

Condoms should be used on every conceivable occasion. 

Propaganda: A gentlemanly goose. 

Toboggan: Why we go to an auction. 

Khakis:  What you need to start the car in Boston. 
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