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BASE COMMANDER: 
Chuck Nelson  360 -694 -5069  

VICE COMMANDER: 
Gary Webb  503 -632 -6259  

SECRETARY: 
Dave Vrooman  503 -262 -8211  

TREASURER: 
Collie Collins  503 -254 -6750  

CHAPLAIN: 
Scott Duncan  503 -667 -0728  

CHIEF OF THE BOAT: 
Stu Crosby  503 -390 -1451  

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMAN: 
Mike LaPan  503 -65 5-7797  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: 
Dave Vrooman  503 -262 -8211  

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMAN: 
LeRoy Vick  503 -367 -6087  

BYLAWS CHAIRMAN: 
Chris Stafford  503 -632 -4535  

SMALL STORES BOSS: 
Sandy Musa  503 -387 -5055  

TRUSTEE: 
Fred Carneau  503 -654 -0451  

SANITARY EDITOR: 
Dave Vrooman  503 -262 -8211  

 daveem1ss@q.com  

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: 
Ray Lough  360 -573 -4274  

PAST BASE COMMANDER: 
J.D. Corbett  714 -267 -7319  

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND 
ALL AROUND GOOD GUYé 

Bob Walters  503 -284 -8693  

BBBASEASEASE    MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS .........    

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Saturday, 14 August 2009 

Clackamette Park 

1955 Clackamette DriveðOregon City 

About 1100 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Saturday, 14 August 2009 

Clackamette Park 

1955 Clackamette DriveðOregon City 

About 1130 

Annual Picnic will follow Meeting 

USSVI ð Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon ð August 2010  # 197 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purposeéé 

ñTo perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.ò 

    

    

    

  From the Crew 6 

  New  1 MC 6 

  Pictures from the 4th of July 7 

July Meeting Minutes 2 The Lighter Side 7 

VOTE 2 SMART Submarine 7 

Longevity Pins 2 Submariner from the Past 8 

Support Our Troops 2 USS Bashaw Reunion 8 

Lost Boats  August 3 Dues Chart 8 

This Month in Submarine History 3 Christmas Party Proposal 9 

Annual Picnic Information 4 More from the Crew 10 

Eternal Patrol 5 Arleigh Burke Trophy 11 

Remember These?  MPCs 5 Jokes 11 

The Men  New Book 5 USSVI Convention Res Form 12 

mailto:daveem1ss@q.com


VENTING SANITARY  Inboard ð August 2010 ð Page 2 

4611035 063 530014R4611035 063 530014R4611035 063 530014R 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive ñcare packagesò from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-

tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 

Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth 

Paste), DVDôs, and Computer Games, Small United States 

Flags.  Thank you and keep up the good work! 

Blueback Base  

Meeting Minutes  

8 July 2010  

1900 Meeting was called to order by Base Vice Command-

er  Gary Webb. 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates. 

Reading of USSVI purpose and Creed. 

Tolling of the Lost Boats for May; Bob Sumner and 

Bob Jackson. 

Invocation by Keith Miller. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Gary Webb. 

Introductions: All. 

Secretaryôs Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman. 

Treasurerôs Report by Base Treasurer, Collie Collins 

Old Business: 

Gary Webb reported that no one has  presented the 

winning ticket for the dolphins.  A new raffle 

will start at the Annual Base Picnic on 14 Au-

gust and the drawing will be held at the Christ-

mas Party in December.  You will not need to 

be present to win.  This time we will make sure 

that names are on the back of all tickets sold.  

Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Contact 

Gary Webb to get your tickets. 

The Base Picnic will be held at Clackamette Park 

in Oregon City again this year.  See Page #4. 

Longevity Pins.  The tabled discussion from last 

meeting was introduced and as a result a motion 

was made, seconded, and passed authorizing 

the base to purchase these pins for all members 

who have been a member of USSVI for 15 or 

more years.  The pins will be presented at a fu-

ture meeting.  For those that live too far away 

to attend meetings, the pins will be mailed. 

The proposal presented last month by DeAnna 

Thrall, for the Christmas Party was for the 

American Legion Post 180 in Milwaukie, OR, 

not the VFW Hall.  Sorry for the error.  See 

Page #9 for the menu and information received 

from them.  There will be a vote as to where we 

will hold this yearôs Christmas Party at the Sep-

tember meeting.  Anyone with alternative loca-

tions be sure to submit them for consideration. 

The phone number to contact Wes Solderback for 

information about the upcoming Bashaw reun-

ion should be area code 503 not 502 as reported 

last month.  See Page #8. 

50 / 50 Raffle:  $20.00 won by Otto Tzevelekos and 

donated to the base.  THANKS Otto! 

Good of the Order: 

Bob Walters donated a portable sound system to 

the base.  It was used at the parade at the July 

meeting.  It seems to work great.  Check it out 

at the picnic.  Bob, Thank you very much for 

such a generous donation.  See page #6. 

Bill Bryan reported that 9 boxes were shipped to 

our troops in Afghanistan again last month.  He 

has a request from a group stationed in South 

America for sun screen and bug spray.  To help 

contact him.  See below, ñSupport our Troopsò 

Benediction by Keith Miller 

1935 Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List ð 21 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Carneau; 

Collie Collins; Corbett; Dennis; Hager; Jackson; 

Johnson, L.; Lee; McComiskey; Miller; Pleming; 

Seel; Soderback; Stowe; Sumner; Thrall; Tzevele-

kos; Vrooman; Walters; and Webb 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman 

Blueback Base Secretary 

Donôt forget to VOTE 

In the National Election!  

-0/(&7*5: 1*/4R-0/(&7*5: 1*/4R-0/(&7*5: 1*/4R   

Longevity pins for member loyalty are available for 1 year 

then 5 through 50 years in 5 year increments.  The base will 

furnish the pins to members with 15 or more years in USSVI.  

If you want a pin for 1 to 10 years you can purchase pins from 

the base storekeeper.  Pins are ordered as requested.  There is 

also a patch that can 

be purchased that can 

be sewn on your vest 

and then attach up to 

3 pins to it.  The pins 

are oval, blue with 

gold writing, and are 

approximately 1ò X 

3/4ò.  See Sandy to 

order yours. 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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This month in Submarine history This month in Submarine history This month in Submarine history ddd   

It Happened in Augusté 

7 August 1897 - the steam-powered submarine Plunger was 

launched but failed to pass acceptance tests. 

6 August 1945 - USS Bullhead (SS-332) departed Fremantle 

Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  ddd   AugustAugustAugust    

USS Bullhead (SS-332 )  ð Lost on 6 August 1945 
with the loss of 84 Officers and Men in the Lambok 
Strait while on her 3 rd war patrol when sunk by a 
depth charge dropped by a Japanese Army plane.  
Bullhead  was the last U.S. submarine lost during 
WWII.  

USS Flier (SS-250 ) ð Lost on 13 August 1944 with 
the loss of 80 Officers and Men while on her 2nd war 
patrol.  Flier  was transiting on the surface when 
she was rocked by an massive explosion (probably a 
mine) and sank within less than a minute.  13 survi-
vors, some injured, made it into the water and 
swam to shore.  8 survived and 6 days later friendly 
natives guided them to a Coast Watcher and they 
were evacuated by the USS Redfin (SS -272) . 

USS S-39 (SS-144 ) ð Lost on 14 August 1942 after 
grounding on her 3 rd war patrol.  The entire crew 
was able to get off and were rescued by the HMAS 
Katoomba . 

USS Harder (SS -257 ) ð Lost on 24 August 1944 with 
the loss of 84 Officers and Men from a depth charge 
attack by a minesweeper near Bataan while on her 
6th war patrol.   Harder  had won a Presidential Unit 
Citation for her first 5 war patrols and Cdr. Dealey 
was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor 
posthumously. 

USS Cochino (SS -345 ) ð Lost on 26 August 1949 
after being jolted by a violent polar gale off Norway 
caused an electrical fire and battery explosion that 
generated hydrogen and chlorine gasses.  In ex-
tremely bad weather, men of Cochino  and USS 
Tusk (SS -426)   fought to save the submarine for 
14 hours.  After a 2 nd battery explosion, Abandon 
Ship was ordered and Cochino sank.  Tuskôs crew 
rescued all of Cochinoôs men except for one civilian 
engineer.  Six sailors from Tusk were lost during the 
rescue. 

USS Pompano (SS -181 ) ð Lost on 19 August 1943 
with the loss of 76 Officers and Men while on her 
7th war patrol.  Before being lost, she sank two 

enemy cargo ships.  The exact cause of her loss 
remains unknown, but she probably fell victim to 
a mine. 

for her third war patrol led by Lcdr E.R. Holt, Jr. and started 

for her area of responsibility on 31 July, arriving in her area 

on  about 6 August.  A Japanese anti-submarine attack oc-

curred near Bullheadôs last known position on 6 August when 

an enemy army plane attacked with depth charges.  It claimed 

two direct hits on a submarine, and for ten minutes thereafter, 

there was a great amount of gushing oil and air bubbles rising 

in the water.  Since the position given is very near the Bali 

coast, it is presumed that the proximity of mountain peaks 

shortened Bullheadôs radar range and prevented her receiving 

a warning of the planeôs approach.  Eighty-four men perished 

with her that day.  She was the fifty-second and last U.S. sub-

marine loss of World War II. 

14 August 1945 - the last torpedo sinking of WWII by a U.S. 

submarine was fired by USS TORSK (SS-423).  Coast De-

fense Vessel #47 was the last ship sunk by U.S. submarines in 

the war. 

20 August 1949 - USS Cochino (SS-345) and USS Tusk (SS

-426) were in the Barents Sea.  Splitting up, Tusk proceeded 

to conduct sonar tests; Cochino navigated to a point near the 

northern tip of Norway to begin the first formal spying mis-

sion of the Cold War. 

19 August 1956 - the experimental sodium-cooled nuclear 

reactor of USS Seawolf (SSN-575) suffered a failure in the 

steam plant during a full power test run while the new ship 

was at Groton, CT.  A leak of sodium-potassium alloy being 

used as the third fluid in the steam generator aggravated stress 

corrosion in the system, causing two cracks in steam piping 

and a leak in a super heater.  Makeshift repairs permitted Sea-

wolf to complete her initial sea trials on reduced power in 

February, 1957.  Due to the difficulties of running a sodium-

cooled reactor, the Navy decided to replace Seawolfôs sodium

-cooled reactor with a water-cooled reactor and to use only 

water-cooled designs in the future. 

3 August 1958 - USS Nautilus (SSN-571) was the first ship 

to pass beneath the North Pole on a four day, 1,830 mile voy-

age from the Pacific to the Atlantic.  Her famous radio mes-

sage was ñNautilus, Ninety Northò. 

11 August 1984 - USS Nathanael Greene (SSBN-636) re-

portedly lost her propeller in the Irish Sea.  The submarine 

proceeded back to Holy Loch, Scotland using her Secondary 

Propulsion Motor (SPM).  Facilities at the U.S. base were 

unavailable, so the submarine was towed to the nearby British 

submarine base at Faslane, Scotland. 

27 August 2001 - USS Greenville (SSN-772) grounded in 

the channel leading into Saipan Harbor.  Cdr David Bogdan, 

who assumed command of Greenville after Scott Waddle, 

was taken before an Admiralôs Mast, along with several of his 

officers.  Bogdan was then relieved of command of Green-

ville.  His executive officer, Lcdr Gerald Pfeifer, received a 

letter of reprimand; he was second in command when Green-

ville collided with the Ehime Maru 9 Feb. 2001. 
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Annual Picnic...  

The BLUEBACK Base Annual picnic will be held this year 

at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, on 14 August.  It will 

start at 11, with a short business meeting, and run until 1500 

(this is the time frame we have the shelter reserved), although 

you can stay longer if you want to.  Les Savage will be doing 

the meat, the Sub Vets of WWII will provide soda to drink, 

and Keith Miller ð Corn on the cob.  So, all you need is your 

favorite dish to share and your own silverware and plate. 

All base members as well as WWII Sub Vets and their guest 

are invited.  Please contact Gary Webb 

(gwebb@bctonline.com or 503-632-6259) 

if you are planning on attending so we can have an idea as to 

how many to expect. 

Clackamette Park��1955 Clackamette Drive��lies at the con-
fluence of the Willamette and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon 

City, with easy access from I-205 (exit 9) and 99E (see above 

map). 

The park contains 38 parking spaces for RV camping on the 

river ($25.00) or with a view of the Willamette River 

($20.00) .  Sites have power and water.  There is a dump sta-

tion available for a $3-$5 donation.  Camping is on a first 

come first serve basis. 

A boat ramp to launch fishing and recreational boats is avail-

able for public use.  The beaches attract both the sun worship-

per and the nature lover with sun, water, nature paths and 

wildlife!  For years, horseshoe enthusiasts have enjoyed the 

multiple stakes available for their games in the northern end 

of the park.  Bring your horseshoes!  Maybe we could have a 

Blueback Base horseshoe tournament. 

Reminders: 

�iThis is a public park and Alcohol is not legal so plan ac-
cordingly.  Our storekeeper has submarine logo can co-

vers if you need one. 

�iWe  need a few tables to set the chow up on, contact Gary 
Webb if you can bring one. 

�iBring your own chairs. 

�iSee the above map for directions. 

�iPicnic from 1100 to 1500. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there on 14 August!! 


