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Support our troopS…Support our troopS…Support our troopS… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive ―care packages‖ from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-

tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 

Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth 

Paste), DVD‘s, and Computer Games, Small United States 

Flags.  Thank you and keep up the good work! 

Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

14 August 2010 

1130 Meeting was called to order by Base Vice Command-

er  Gary Webb. 

Tolling of the Lost Boats for August; JD Corbett and 

Stu Crosby. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Gary Webb. 

Treasurer‘s Report by Base Treasurer, Collie Collins 

Gary Webb reported that he would again be selling 

tickets for the large set of dolphins with the raf-

fle to be held at this year‘s Christmas Party.  

The tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.  Make 

sure you have your name on the back of the 

ticket that is put in the container, so that there is 

no repeat of last time the drawing was held. 

Tudor Davis (30 years) and Boyd Bywater (15 

years) were presented with their USSVI longev-

ity pins. 

1200 Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 32 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Bywater; 

Carneau; Corbett; Crosby; Davis; Dretke; Fitzger-

ald; Hager; Herman; Hudson; Jackson; Johnson, 

L.; Lee; Miller; Musa, S.; Musa, W.; Nelson; 

Parks; Pleming; Savage; Scott; Smith, D.; Schu-

mock; Stafford; Sumner; Vick; Vrooman; Waite; 

Walker; Webb; Whitmarsh and 19 guests. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman 

Blueback Base Secretary 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Longevity Pins… 

The base voted to present longevity pins to our members with 

15 or more years in USSVI and present the pins at base meet-

ings to eligible members who live within reasonable driving 

distance to attend monthly meetings.  For those who live too 

far away pins will be mailed. 

At this year‘s picnic two of our members were presented with 

USSVI longevity pins.  Due to lack of planning some of those 

eligible, who were at the picnic were unintentionally left out. 

This will be corrected at the September meeting.  Below is a 

list of the members who, according to base records are in the 

15 or more years group, and have not received their pin.  If 

your name is on the list, please be at the September meeting if 

at all possible.  If you are not on the list and should be, let the 

base secretary know so the correction can be made.  

For those with less than 15 years in USSVI you can order 1 

year, 5 year, or 10 year pins from our storekeeper. 

       Years: 

Maiho    25 

Walters   15 

Groves    15 

Vick     15 

Wonsley   15 

LaPan    15 

Dolan    15 

Hosford   15 

Edwards   15 

Hughes   15 

Lough    15 

Whitmarsh 15 

Nelson    15 

Savage    15 

Stafford   15 

Thrall    15 

 

       Years: 

Wirtz     15 

Kelly     15 

Fong     15 

Wong    15 

Knight    15 

Carter    15 

Bell     15 

Heitzman  15 

Ray      15 

Turner    15 

Baugh    15 

Carneau   15 

Delaney   15 

Sipes     15 

Stevens   15 

Burgess   15 

 

       Years: 

Gatchel   15 

Rusch    15 

Massicotte 15 

McCrary  15 

Mitchell   15 

Dent     15 

Michelson  15 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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This month in Submarine history This month in Submarine history This month in Submarine history ———   

It Happened in September…  

7 September 1776 - Sgt. Lee set out in Turtle, a one-man 

submarine built by 34-year old Yale graduate David Bushnell, 

to attack HMS Eagle.  Sgt. Lee later reported that he was una-

ble to penetrate the hull of the ship with the auger and with-

drew.  The British, sighting the craft, opened fire.  Lee cut the 

mine loose and it drifted into the British anchorage.  The Brit-

ish later withdrew their ships to a new anchorage. 

19 September 1903 - USS Plunger (later A-1) (SS-2) com-

missioned at the Holland Co., New Suffolk, Long Island, NY. 

26 September 1921 - USS R-6 (SS-83) sank at San Pedro 

Harbor after a crewman opened both outer and inner torpedo 

tube doors.  She was refloated 13 October 1921 by USS R-10 

(SS-87) and USS Cardinal (AM-6). 

2 September 1945 - surrender documents ending hostilities in 

the Pacific War were signed in Tokyo Bay.  Present at the 

ceremony was the tender USS Proteus and the submarines 

USS Archerfish (SS-311), USS Cavalla (SS-244), USS Gato 

(SS-212), USS Haddo (SS-255), USS Hake (SS-256), USS 

Muskallunge (SS-262), USS Pilotfish (SS-386), USS Razor-

back (SS-394), USS Runner (SS-275), USS Segundo (SS-

398), USS Sea Cat (SS-399) and USS Tigrone (SS-419).  U. 

S. submarines sank 5 million tons of Japanese naval and mer-

chant shipping at a loss of 52 U. S. submarines and more than 

3,500 valiant men.  World War II was over.  The U.S. Fleet 

consisted of 6,768 active units, 232 were submarines.  The 

defense budget was $83 billion representing 89.5% of federal 

spending. 

5 September 1946 - USS Tuna (SS-203) and USS Dentuda 

Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  ———   SeptemberSeptemberSeptember   

USS S-5(SS-110)  — Lost on 1 September 1920 when 
a practice dive went wrong and she sank bow-first, 
with her stern showing above the water.  In a dra-
matic adventure, her exhausted crew was rescued 
during the next few days.  Salvage attempts were 
unsuccessful, S-5 settled to the bottom and was 
abandoned. 

USS Grayling (SS-209) — Lost on 9 September 1943 
with the loss of 76 Officers and Men near the Tablas 
Strait.  Grayling was on her 8th war patrol and sank 
two ships before being lost. 

USS S-51 (SS-162) — Lost on 25 September 1925 
with the loss of 32 Officers and Men when she was 
sunk after collision with SS City of Rome off Block 
Island. 

USS Cisco (SS-290) — Lost on 28 September 
1943 with the loss of 76 Officers and Men on her 
first war patrol in the Sulu Sea west of Minda-
nao. 

(SS-335) arrived at Pearl Harbor from Kwajalein after partici-

pating in Operation Crossroads nuclear weapon tests at Bikini 

Atoll earlier that summer. 

30 September 1954 - USS Nautilus (SSN-571), the world‘s 

first nuclear powered ship, was commissioned at the Electric 

Boat Division, General Dynamics Corporation, Groton, CT. 

5 September 1967 - USS Corporal (SS-346) collided with 

the racing sloop Media IV in Block Island Sound off Rhode 

Island.  The sloop‘s owner claimed the submarine rammed the 

sloop and left without offering aid.  The Navy said the subma-

rine was stopped dead when hit. 

28 September 1988 - USS Bonefish (SS-582) decommis-

sioned as a result of an on board fire. 

22 September 1989 - USS Narwhal (SSN-671) sustained 

minor damage during Hurricane Hugo while submerged at the 

Charleston Naval Base, SC.  The boat was moored with nine 

double wires and two three-inch ship's lines, all but one of 

which were ripped loose during the first half of the storm.  

During the eye of the storm, the captain discovered the sub-

marine had drifted to the center of the Cooper River.  Tug-

boats and Narwhal’s crew unsuccessfully tried to move the 

submarine back to the pier.  As the storm began again, the 

captain submerged the submarine in the river and Narwhal 

rode out the remainder of the hurricane with only part of her 

conning tower exposed. 

13 September 1997 - USS Cheyenne (SSN-773) commis-

sioned at Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Co., New-

port News, VA.  She was the sixty-second and last of the Los 

Angeles class (688-Improved) submarines. 

10 September 1998 - Secretary of the Navy, John H. Dalton, 

named the lead ship of the new attack submarine class Virgin-

ia (SSN-774).  Designed to dominate the coastal region, while 

maintaining open-ocean supremacy, the class includes Toma-

hawk missile capability; advanced SONAR systems for anti-

submarine and mine warfare; reconfigurable torpedo room for 

special missions; advanced SEAL delivery system (ASDS) 

and nine-man lock out trunk to launch unmanned underwater 

or aerial vehicles for mine reconnaissance, intelligence gath-

ering and other missions; enhanced stealth; and enhanced 

electronic support measures (ESM). 

20 September 2004 - USS Parche (SSN-683) returned to 

port for the final time at the Marginal Pier at Naval Base 

Kitsap, WA.  Parche, the last active Sturgeon-class attack 

submarine, was due to be decommissioned on October 19, 

2004 after serving the fleet since 1973.  She was configured 

for research and development from 1987-1991 and was used 

primarily for intelligence gathering and underwater salvage.  

2010 Christmas Party… 

The location, for this years party will be decided by a vote of 

the members attending the September meeting.  Please make 

plans to attend this important meeting.  So far we have a pro-

posal from the American Legion Post 180 in Milwaukie (See 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Submariner from the Past Submariner from the Past Submariner from the Past ———   

Last Call:  Unfortunately I still have not re-

ceived a picture for his month.  Please dig 

through you sea bag and send me yours. 

Thanks. 

page 9 of the August Sanitary).  If you have another proposal 

for a location, bring it to the meeting with you for discussion 

prior to the vote. 

(Continued from page 3) 

From the crew From the crew From the crew ———   

Memories…  Tudor Davis sends— 

For starters: 

My Dad never had a car - never could drive. 

We wore cousin‘s hand me downs from birth until High 

School - (into 1941)  WW II took us into a new world. 

School busses were only for the farmers that lived out of 

town.  We walked as far as 2.5 miles (one way) to Hi School 

thru rain, sleet, hail, and snow.  Thought it was the only way 

and made it a fun trip. 

Knickers were warm and neat - ‗cept when bought they were 

bought for 3+ years.  Then they fit well and looked good. 

No bathroom in the house until Hi School age.  The outhouse 

and Sears Roebuck Catalog served us well.  Only one holer, 

only the rich had two. 

My brother and I would wake up at night, crack the window 

and P.  Next morning we‘d check the snow to see what we 

spelled. 

Mom got up a 4 A.M. to start the coal stove and warm the 

house.  She cooked for Dad and then we got up to get ready 

for school.   

We lived in a three story (rented) house.  Kitchen and cellar 

ground level, living and one bedroom above and then 2 more 

bedrooms on top.  The whole thing was about 10 X 10.  The 

stove in the kitchen warmed the whole house through floor 

vents 

No:  Hot water in the house; Shower; Indoor relief station; 

Car; Bicycle; Wagon; Closets; Electric refrigerator, stove, or 

dishwasher; TV; Radio (only a few garbled stations); Phone 

(only the rich). 

We walked everywhere - to school, to shopping, to church, 

you name it - we walked. 

I could add more, but I don‘t want you to think I am griping.  

We had a good time.  3 squares a day and a dry roof.  All we 

did in our world was normal.  We didn‘t know we were poor!  

We made toys and made up games.  10 cent movies, nickel 

hotdogs, and free popcorn. 

 

USS Fulton (AS-11)...George Hager sends— 

From the USS Fulton (AS-11) The ―Can Do‖ Ship 50th An-

niversary year book: 

The USS Fulton (AS-11) was commissioned at Mare Island 

Naval Shipyard on 12 September 1941.  She left the yard for a 

30 day shakedown cruise on 20 November.  After a stop at 

Long Beach Naval Shipyard to repair damage caused by a 

―blown bottom plug‖, she arrived in Panama two days after 

the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

During this period Fulton rendezvoused with another ship on 

her maiden voyage.  The submarine USS Drum (SS-228) — 

now open to the public in Mobile, Alabama — came along-

side, topped off with fuel and supplies, and headed for Pearl.  

It was a special moment.  Drum was the first sub tended by 

Fulton, and that routine topping-off began a 50 year history 

of excellence that would set the standard for other tenders to 

strive for. 

Fulton went on to service a total of 160 (see list below) sub-

marines during WW II, including 110 refits and over 200 voy-

age repairs.  She also serviced many other US and allied sur-

face vessels as well as converting a LST into a repair ship. 

On 15 August 1945 Fulton received the plain text message 

―...cease offensive operations against Japanese forc-

es….Maintain defensive and internal security measures at 

highest level and beware of treachery or last 

minute attack by enemy forces or individu-

als….‖The war was over and the allies had 

claimed victory. 
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New commander of sub force... 

The president has nominated Navy 

Rear Adm. John M. Richardson to be-

come the next commander of the Sub-

marine Force.  Richardson would need 

to be confirmed by the U.S. Senate. 

Vice Adm. John J. Donnelly, a Groton 

native, is the current commander of the 

Submarine Force.  He said during a July 

visit to the Naval Submarine Base in 

Groton that he plans to retire after his 

change of command this fall, with 35 years of commissioned 

service. 

In July 2009, Rear Admiral John Richardson assumed duties 

as chief of staff, director, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-U.S. Na-

val Forces Africa, Operations and Intelligence; deputy com-

mander, U.S. 6th Fleet; commander Submarines, Allied Na-

val Forces South; and commander, Submarine Group 8. 

Richardson‘s operational tours include service in both attack 

and ballistic missile submarines.  He served aboard USS 

Parche (SSN 683), USS George C. Marshall (SSBN 654), 

and as executive officer aboard USS Salt Lake City (SSN 

716). 

Richardson commanded USS Honolulu (SSN 718) in Pearl 

Harbor and was commodore of Submarine Development 

Squadron 12 in Groton, Conn.  During his command tour, the 

six submarines assigned to the squadron made seven deploy-

ments, including six deployments in support of Operation En-

during Freedom. 

Richardson‘s staff assignments include the Attack Submarine 

Division on the chief of Naval Operations staff; naval aide to 

the president of the United States; Prospective Commanding 

Officer instructor for commander, Submarine Forces, U.S. 

Pacific Fleet; assistant deputy director, Regional Operations, 

on the Joint Staff; and director of Strategy and Policy at U.S. 

Joint Forces Command. 

Richardson graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 

1982.  He has also earned a Master's degree from the Massa-

chusetts Institute of Technology and a Master‘s degree from 

the Naval War College.  Richardson has served on 

teams that have been awarded the Presiden-

tial Unit Citation, the Joint Meritorious 

Unit Citation, two Navy Unit Citations, and 

five Battle Efficiency ‗E‘ Awards. 

The lighter side The lighter side The lighter side ———   

The hunters... 

Two sailors stationed aboard an aircraft carrier undergoing 

an extensive overall in the shipyard at Bremerton hired a pilot 

to fly them to Canada to hunt moose. 

They bagged four.  As they started loading the plane for the 

return trip home, the pilot tells them the plane can take only 

two moose. 

The two airedales objected strongly, stating, ―Last year we 

shot four moose, and the pilot let us put them all on board, 

and he had the same plane as yours.‖ 

Reluctantly, the pilot gave in and all four were loaded...  Un-

fortunately, even at full power, the little plane couldn‘t handle 

the load and crashed a few minutes after takeoff. 

Climbing out of the wreck, one of the sailors asked the other, 

(Continued on page 6) 
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―Any idea where we are?‖ 

―I think we‘re pretty close to where we crashed last year,‖ 

was the reply. 

 

Three little words… 

A woman was sitting at a bar enjoying an after work cocktail 

with her girlfriends when Steven, a tall, exceptionally hand-

some, extremely sexy, submariner entered.  He was so strik-

ing that the woman could not take her eyes off him. 

This seasoned yet playful heartthrob noticed her overly atten-

tive stare and walked directly toward her, as any man would.  

Before she could offer her apologies for staring so rudely, he 

leaned over and whispered to her, ―I‘ll do anything, absolute-

ly anything, that you want me to do, no matter how kinky, for 

$20.00… on one condition…‖ 

Flabbergasted but intrigued, the woman asked what the con-

dition was.  The old salt replied, ―You have to tell me what 

you want me to do in just three words.‖ 

The woman considered his proposition for a moment, and 

then slowly removed a $20 bill from her purse, which she 

pressed into the man's hand along with her address.  She 

looked deeply and passionately into his eyes, barely conceal-

ing her anticipation and excitement, and slowly and meaning-

fully said.... 

―Clean my house.‖ 

 

Wisdom...Clive Waite sends— 

A guy is 73 years old and loves to fish.  He was sitting in his 

boat the other day when he heard a voice say, ―Pick me up.‖ 

He looked around and couldn‘t see anyone.  He thought he 

was dreaming when he heard the voice say again, ―Pick me 

up.‖  He looked in the water and there, floating on the top, 

was a frog. 

The man said, ―Are you talking to me?‖ 

The frog said, ―Yes, I‘m talking to you.  Pick me up then kiss 

me and I‘ll turn into the most beautiful woman you have ever 

seen.  I‘ll make sure that all your friends are envious and jeal-

ous because I will be your bride!‖ 

The man looked at the frog for a short time, reached over, 

picked it up carefully, and placed it in his front pocket. 

The frog said, ―What, are you nuts?  Didn‘t you hear what I 

said?  I said kiss me and I will be your beautiful bride.‖ 

The fisherman opened his pocket, looked at the frog and 

said, ―Nah, at my age I‘d rather have a talking frog.‖ 

With age comes wisdom. 

 

What’s your name?...George Hudson sends— 

A boat pulled into the  10-10 dock in Pearl returning from a 

long deployment that included months under the ice.  Waiting 

on the pier was a brand new sailor fresh out of boot camp and 

(Continued from page 5) sub school. 

When the brow was finally over, the COB seeing the seaman 

just standing there staring at the boat in awe, hailed him 

aboard. 

As the new deckhand set foot topside, the COB barked at 

him, ―Get over here!   What‘s your name sailor?‖ 

―John,‖ the newest crew member replied. 

―Look, I don‘t know what kind of bleeding-heart pansy crap 

they‘re teaching sailors in boot camp or sub school these days, 

but I don‘t call anyone by his first name,‖ the chief scowled.  

―It breads familiarity, and that leads to a break down in au-

thority.  I refer to my sailors by their last names only; Smith, 

Jones, Baker, whatever.  And you refer to me as ‗Chief‘.  Do I 

make myself clear?‖ 

―Aye, Aye Chief,‖ replied the startled sailor. 

―Now that we‘ve got that straight, what‘s your last name?‖ 

The new seaman sighed, ―Darling.  My name is John Dar-

ling, Chief.‖ 

Okay, John, here‘s what I want you to do…‖ 

 

Gender?... 

A Spanish teacher was explaining to her class that in Span-

ish, unlike English, nouns are designated as either masculine 

or feminine.  ―House‖ for instance, is feminine: ―la casa‖.  

―Pencil‖, however, is masculine: ―el lapiz.‖ 

A student asked, ―What gender is ‗computer‘?‖ 

Instead of giving the answer, the teacher split the class into 

two groups, male and female, and asked them to decide for 

themselves whether ―computer‖ should be a masculine or a 

feminine noun.  Each group was asked to give four reasons 

for its recommendation. 

The men‘s group decided that ―computer‖ should definitely 

be of the feminine gender (―la computadora‖), because: 

1. No one but their creator understands their internal 

logic; 

2. The native language they use to communicate with 

other computers is incomprehensible to everyone else; 

3. Even the smallest mistakes are stored in long term 

memory for possible later retrieval; and 

4. As soon as you make a commitment to one, you find 

yourself spending half your paycheck on accessories 

for it. 

The women‘s group, however, concluded that computers 

should be Masculine (―el Computador‖), because: 

1. In order to do anything with them, you have to turn 

them on; 

2. They have a lot of data but still can't think for them-

selves; 

3. They are supposed to help you solve problems, but 

half the time they ARE the problem; and 

4. As soon as you commit to one, you realize 

that if you had waited a little longer, you 

could have gotten a better model. 

The women won! 
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USSVI 2010 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER…  

Cassandra A. Gonzalez, Granddaughter of Shipmate 

Clarence Scott, Sub Vets WW II and Blueback Base 

member, was the winner of this year‘s $1,000 Joseph 

“Joe” McGrievy Memorial Scholarship Award. 

She, Cassie, was unable to attend this year‘s base picnic 

but sent the below letter that was read by her Mother. 

C ongratulations, Cassie — 

 

       Sanitary editor, for the entire Blueback Base! 

Submariners Prepare for Culture Changes... 

by Lisa Daniel, American Forces Press Service, 23 August 2010 

Aboard The USS Rhode Island (SSBN-740) – Ask the offic-

ers of this Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine which of this 

year‘s policy changes will be the harder to implement -– the 

one that will assign women to subs or the one that bans smok-

ing -– and they answer without hesitation. 

―No smoking!‖ Master Chief Petty Officer Robert 

McCombs, head of the sub‘s engineering department, said 

during an 16 August media visit to the submarine, while his 

accompanying crew nodded in agreement. 

Earlier this summer, the Navy chose 21 women, mostly from 

this year‘s Naval Academy graduates, to be the first women to 

serve on submarines.  They began the 15-month training pro-

cess in July, and will be posted on the Tridents in the fall of 

2011, Navy officials said.  The ban was overturned, Navy 

Secretary Ray Mabus has said, because the service was miss-

ing out on too many talented potential recruits. 

Officers on board the Rhode Island were quick to say that 

the addition of three women officers to the crew next fall will 

be an asset. 

―Women will bring a lot to submarines,‖ McCombs said. 

―Most of us have worked with women before, so I think the 

only real issue will be logistics and berthing.‖ 

Navy officials have said the Ohio-class submarines will need 

minimal to no modifications to accommodate the first group 

of women.  The Rhode Island has two state rooms with doors 

that lock, and two heads with two showers each.  One head 

with showers was designated ―female-only‖ for certain times 

during the media visit, and a separate head without showers 

was for women only during the 24-hour visit. 

That‘s not to say the permanent addition of women will be 

easy. 

Master Chief Petty Officer Jeffrey Bottoms, chief of the boat 

for the Rhode Island, said the cultural change ―will take some 

getting used to, but if they can do the job, we‘ll take them.‖ 

The Navy‘s strict policies against fraternization and sexual 

harassment have been in place since the ban on women serv-

ing on surface ships was lifted in the mid-1990s.  Bottoms 

noted. ―I think after this happens we will say, ‗Why didn‘t we 

put women on board years ago?‘‖ 

Meanwhile, the smoking ban, which was enacted after stud-

ies showed second-hand smoke is a problem, will go into ef-

fect on submarines in January 2011.  The ban will hit hard on 

subs where smoking is common.  On the Rhode Island, half 

of the crew smokes, McCombs said. 

Preparing the crew for the smoking ban has included smok-

ing cessation programs and efforts to make smoking incon-

venient, such as limiting smoking time and the number of 

sailors who smoke in the boat‘s smoking area at any given 

time, McCombs said. 

―This is a very high-stress job,‖ he said. ―We push our crew 

very hard every day, 12 to 18 hours a day, and smoking is 

how they relax.  Some people are saying they don‘t want to 

stay on subs because they can‘t smoke.‖ 

―Cessation programs should start in boot camp,‖ he added. 

Lt. Eugene Mendez, the Rhode Island’s assistant weapons 

officer, wore a smoking cessation patch on his arm to prepare 

for the January deadline to stop smoking.  As for the addition 

of women, he said, the submarine culture has changed since 

he joined it 20 years ago to more readily accept women on 

board. 

―We‘ve always worked hard, but we used to play really hard, 

too,‖ Mendez said. ―We had fewer married [crew members] 

back then, so this was your family.‖ 

While the submariners‘ bond still is tight, Mendez 

said, those changes affected camaraderie, and 

adding women will, too. 

―It definitely will affect the submarine force,‖ 

he said. 
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D on‘t forget the September joint U.S. Submarine Veteran‘s of WW II and 

USSVI Luncheon on the 15th. 

T he 
2010 
Base 

Picnic was held 
on one of the 
warmest days of 
the summer. 
Those brave 

souls who ven-
tured out reported 
that it was well 
worth it and had a 
great time.  The 
meat that Les and 
Sandie Savage 
cooked, along 
with Keith Mil-
ler‘s corn on the 
cob high lighted 
the great dishes provided by the rest of the crew.  But the greatest surprise was the cake Larry John-
son had made for the occasion, it was a shame to cut it.  Glad we did!  It was a great tasting cake. 
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A Case of What?... 

Mother Superior called all the nuns together and said to 

them, ―I must tell you all something.  We have a case of gon-

orrhea in the convent.‖ 

―Thank God,‖ said an elderly nun at the back.  ―I‘m so tired 

of chardonnay.‖ 

 

Well Flick my Bic… 

Ole and Sven were fishing in the Minnesota opener when 

Sven pulled out a cigar. 

Finding he had no matches, he asked Ole for a light. 

―Ya, shure, I tink I haff a lighter,‖ he replied, and then, 

reaching into his tackle box, he pulled out a Bic lighter 10 

inches long. 

―Yiminy Cricket‖ exclaimed Sven, taking the huge Bic light-

er in his hands.  ―Vere dit yew git dat monster?‖ 

―Vell,‖ replied Ole, ―I got it from my Genie.‖ 

―You haff a Genie,‖ Sven asked? 

―Ya, shure It‘s right here in my tackle box,‖ says Ole. 

―Could I see him,‖ asks Sven? 

Ole opens his tackle box and sure enough, out pops the Ge-

nie.  Addressing the genie, Sven says, ―Hey dere!  I‘m a good 

friend of your master.  Vill you grant me vun vish?‖ 

―Yes, I will,‖ says the Genie. 

So Sven asks the Genie for a million bucks. 

The Genie disappears back into the tackle box leaving Sven 

sitting there waiting for his million bucks.  Shortly, the sky 

darkens and is filled with the sound of a million 

ducks...Flying directly overhead. 

Over the roar of the million ducks, Sven yells at Ole, 

―Yumpin' Yimminy, I asked for a million bucks, not a million 

ducks!‖ 

Ole answers, ―Ya, I forgot to tell yew dat da Genie is hart of 

hearing.  Do yew really tink I asked for a 10-inch Bic?‖ 

From: John Mansfield WD4 Commander 

Subject: Shipmate in Distress — 

Shipmate Ed Ferris would appreciate hear-
ing from us. 

 

 

Shipmates & Friends, 

Within our Olympic Peninsula Base, USSVI 

we are proud to have member Ed Ferris 

BMC(SS) USN Ret.  Edie doesn‘t elaborate 

much when asked about his Silver Star and 

four Purple Hearts, nor the deeds of his war 

patrols on the USS Drum (SS-228) in WWII, 

his service in the Korean Conflict and Viet 

Nam, he is as most WWII vets are, quite a 

humble and also a very humorous fellow. 

A couple of weeks ago Edie suffered a col-

lapse while going to get his mail.  Although 

no apparent physical harm nor mental im-

pairment is seen, he cannot regain his equi-

librium and is currently in a physical rehab 

center here in Silverdale, WA.  His wife, Syl-

via, cannot care for him at their home unless 

he can get his balance back so she commutes 

daily to stay with him.  I have visited him a 

couple of times bringing him ―my choice‖ of 

a couple of diesel boat hardbacks which he 

goes through in a hurry. 

He has his cell phone next to him in his 

room (360-271-3606) while staying at the 

Northwoods Lodge, 2321 Northwest Schold 

Place, Room #108, Silverdale, WA 98383-

9504.  Please take a moment to give him a 

call or send him a card.  I know that he will 

be delighted and it all will help him keep his 

mind off of this, as yet, undiagnosed problem 

that he is experiencing... 

Thank You, 

 

John Clear EMC(SS) USN Ret. 

Commander USSVI, Olympic Peninsula 

Base 


