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BASE COMMANDER: 
Chuck Nelson  360 -694 -5069  

VICE COMMANDER: 
Gary Webb  503 -632 -6259  

SECRETARY: 
Dave Vrooman  503 -262 -8211  

TREASURER: 
Collie Collins  503 -254 -6750  

CHAPLAIN: 
Scott Duncan  503 -667 -0728  

CHIEF OF THE BOAT: 
Stu Crosby  503 -390 -1451  

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMAN: 
Mike LaPan  503 -65 5-7797  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: 
Dave Vrooman  503 -262 -8211  

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMAN: 
LeRoy Vick  503 -367 -6087  

BYLAWS CHAIRMAN: 
Chris Stafford  503 -632 -4535  

SMALL STORES BOSS: 
Sandy Musa  503 -387 -5055  

TRUSTEE: 
Fred Carneau  503 -654 -0451  

SANITARY EDITOR: 
Dave Vrooman  503 -466 -0379  

 daveem1ss@frontier.com  

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: 
Ray Lough  360 -573 -4274  

PAST BASE COMMANDER: 
J.D. Corbett  714 -267 -7319  

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND 
ALL AROUND GOOD GUYé 

Bob Walters  503 -284 -8693  

BBBASEASEASE    MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS .........    

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 14 October 2009 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern ð Portland, OR 

1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 14 October 2010 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern ð Portland, OR 

1900 

Italian Meal at 1800 

USSVI ð Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon ð October 2010  # 199 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purposeéé 

ñTo perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.ò 
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Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive ñcare packagesò from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-

tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 

Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth 

Paste), DVDôs, and Computer Games, Small United States 

Flags.  Thank you and keep up the good work! 

Blueback Base  

Meeting Minutes  

9 September 2010  

1900ðMeeting was called to order by Base Commander 

Chuck Nelson 

Tolling of the Lost Boats for September; Dennis 

Smith and Stu Crosby. 

Invocation by Base Chaplin, Scott Duncan 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Introductions:  ALL 

Secretaryôs Report (E-Board Minutes) by Base Sec-

retary, Dave Vrooman 

Treasurerôs Report by Base Treasurer, Collie Col-

lins 

Benediction by Base Chaplin, Scott Duncan 

Old Business: 

Christmas Party:  A motion, seconded and passed 

to have this years Christmas Party at the Mil-

waukee American Legion. (See Page 3). 

New Business: 

Scott Duncan and George Hudson were appointed 

as the nominating committee for the upcoming 

Base elections. (See Page 6). 

50/50 $29 Won by Stu Crosby.  Donated to base. 

Thank you! Stu 

Good of the Order: 

Ray Lough will coordinate the Baseôs entry in the 

Veteranôs Day Parade at Ft. Vancouver.  It will 

be held on Saturday, 6 November.  Details will 

be presented at the October meeting and will be 

published in the November Sanitary. 

Longevity pins were given to members with 15 

years in USSVI (See Page 5). 

Bob Lee reported that bricks with your name on 

them are available to be bought and then placed 

at the site of the Albacore Memorial in Beaver-

ton (See Page 6).  He will also have Sub Vets 

WWII calendars available.  Contact him to or-

der. 

Bill Bryan reported that we are still sending 

ñCareò packages to our troops overseas and he 

needs things to fill the boxes. 

There will be an Italian dinner provided by the 

women at the October meeting.  Cost:  $5.00 

per person. 

1950ðMeeting adjourned. 
NOTE:  The minutes of the August meeting/picnic 

reported that the treasurer report was given by 

Treasurer Collins.  This is in error.  No report was 

given as the treasurer was unable to attend the pic-

nic.  Minutes have been corrected. 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL  NATIONAL  BASE  

1 YR  $20.00  $15.00  

3 YR pre -pay  $55.00  $15.00 / Yr  

5 YR pre -pay  $90.00  $15.00 / Yr  

LIFE  NATIONAL  BASE  

< Age 45  $500.00  $300.00  

Ages 46 -55 yrs  $400.00  $250.00  

Ages 56 -65 yrs  $300.00  $200.00  

Ages 66 -75 yrs  $200.00  $150.00  

Ages 76 +  $100.00  $50.00  

Sailing List ð 34 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Burgess; 

Bywater; Carneau; Collins, Collie; Crosby; Cur-

tis; Dennis; Duncan; Fitzgerald; Fong; Hudson; 

Jackson; Johnson, L.; Koenig; LaPan; Lee; 

Lough; McCrary; Miller; Musa, S.; Musa, W.; 

Nelson; Schultz; Seel; Smart; Smith, D.; Soder-

back; Stowe; Thrall; Vick; Vrooman; Walters; 

and Wanner. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, 

Base Secretary 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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This month in Submarine history This month in Submarine history This month in Submarine history ddd   

It Happened in Octoberé 

12 October 1900 - USS Holland (SS-1) (the former Holland 

VI) commissioned at Newport, RI; Lt. Harry H. Caldwell 

commanding. 

10 October 1923 - USS S-37 (SS-142) was recharging her 

batteries in the harbor at San Pedro, CA when there was an 

explosion in the after battery compartment.  Dense black 

smoke and gas fumes filled the flame and arc-lit room.  Ex-

tensive material damage added to the difficulty of rescue op-

erations in the gas-filled room.  Three men were brought out 

while two bodies were left behind.  One of the rescued died 

before medical help arrived.  Two of the rescuers were seri-

Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  ddd   OctoberOctoberOctober    

USS Seawolf (SS-197 ) ð Lost on 3 October 1944 
with the loss of 102 Officers and Men when she was 
sunk, in a submarine safety lane, by the USS Row-
ell (DE -403) , thinking she was the Japanese sub-
marine RO-41, that had sunk another US Destroyer 
Escort, the USS Shelton (DE -407) . 

USS ï44 (SS-155 ) ð Lost on 7 October 1943 with the 
loss of 56 Officers and Men on her 5th war patrol.  2 
men were taken prisoner and survived the war.  

USS Wahoo (SS-238 )  ð Lost on 11 October 1943 
with the loss of 79 Officers and Men on her 7 th war 
patrol.  She was skippered by one of the great sub-
mariners of WWII, Lcdr ñMushò Morton. 

USS Dorado (SS -248)  ð Lost on 12 October 1943 
with the loss of 78 Officers and Men.  Newly com-
missioned, enroute to Panama, she may have been 
sunk by a German U-boat, or by a U.S. patrol plane 
operating on faulty information.  

USS Excolar (SS -294) ð Lost on 17 October 1944 
with the loss of 82 Officers and Men while on her 1 st 
war patrol.  

USS Shark II (SS -314) ð Lost on 24 October 1944 
with the loss of 90 Officers and Men during her 3 rd 
war patrol after sinking a freighter that had, it was 
later learned, 1800 U.S. POWôs aboard. 

USS Darter (SS -227) ð Lost on 24 October 1944 
when sunk after going aground, preventing her from 
falling into enemy hands.  The entire crew was res-
cued by the USS Dace (SS -247) . 

USS Tang (SS -306) ð Lost on 25 October 1944 with 
the loss of 80 Officers and Men while on her 5 th 
war patrol.  Nine of her crew were taken prisoner, 
including Cdr OôKane.  All survived the war and 
Cdr OôKane received the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 

2010 Christmas Partyé 

At the September meeting it was decided by vote that this 

yearôs Christmas Party will be held at the Milwaukee Ameri-

can Legion post on Saturday 11 December starting at 1400.  

The entr®es will be Sirloin Steak or Baked Salmon. 

Cost is $25.00 per person.  Please pay Collie Collins and let 

him know you choice of entr®e. 

All the details, a map, and directions along with the full 

menu will be published in the November Sanitary. 

ously injured.  The room was sealed. 

At 0500 on the 11th, pressure which had built up in the room 

forced open the main hatch, but the room was resealed. 

At 1030, the compartment was opened but fire broke out 

again and the room was resealed for another hour. 

At 1130, the area was ventilated.  Clearing and repair work 

was started. 

7 October 1946 - USS Dentuda (SS-335) and USS Tuna (SS

-203) got underway for Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, 

CA, from Pearl Harbor, HI, after the nuclear weapon tests at 

Bikini Atoll. 

15 October 1952 - USS Sea Fox (SS-402) decommissioned 

at Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, CA for GUPPY IIA 

conversion. 

15 October 1956 - during the height of the Suez crisis USS 

Nautilus (SSN-571) accidentally fired two dummy practice 

torpedoes at a British merchantman during naval maneuvers 

in European waters.  Nautilus mistook the ship for an aircraft 

carrier on her sonar. 

15 October 1959 - USS Blueback (SS-581) commissioned at 

Ingalls Shipbuilding Corporation, Pasgagoula, MS. 

11 October 1969 - USS Spinax (SS/SSR/AGSS-489) decom-

missioned and simultaneously struck from the Naval Vessel 

Register. 

1 October 1990 - USS Blueback (SS-581) decommissioned 

at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, WA; laid up in 

the Pacific Reserve Fleet.  She was the last non-nuclear pow-

ered attack submarine in the U. S. Navy inventory. 

23 October 2004 - the first nuclear-powered Virgin-

ia-class fast-attack submarine, USS Virginia (SSN-

774), was commissioned at Norfolk Naval Station, 

VA. 

OCTOBEROCTOBER  

MEETINGMEETING  

18001800   

$5.00 A PLATE$5.00 A PLATE   
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Collections Collections Collections ddd   New Feature...New Feature...New Feature...   

In 1971; while living in Bremerton, Washington; I took 

SCUBA Diving lessons.  Our open water check out dive was 

from an old pier that was located just about where the USS 

Turner Joy (DD-951) is currently moored.  The bottom there 

was covered with old bottles, one of which was a milk bottle.  

I put this bottle in my ñgoodyò bag and brought it home with 

me.  After cleaning it up I discovered that it was a pint bottle 

from the Kitsap Dairy and had a three digit phone number on 

itð503.  I unsuccessfully tried to find out about the dairy and 

the bottle.  This ñfindò got me interested in milk bottles and 

before long I had over 600 bottles from all over the country 

along with Canada and Mexico, and from as early as 1889.  I 

have cut back on the number of bottles I still have, but have 

saved the best. 

What do you collect?  What is your hobby?  Send me pic-

tures and information about your collection or hobby. 

1. Willamette DairyðQuart Crown top, like a pop bottle only larger. 

2. LaurentiaðSmall Crown top, I think it is from Canada. 

3. E.F. MayerðQt Amber 1930ôs, used for buttermilk (it had a tendency 

to separate and look unappealing in a clear bottle). 

4. DairyleeðQt Double Baby Face.  Made to get around the patented 

ñCream Topò bottle. 

5. Orchard Farm DairyðQt. Square Cop.  Another variation of the 

ñCream Topò bottle.  Note:  Spoon to seal off the bottom of the bottle 

so the cream can be poured off or it could be used to ladle the cream 

out.  Also patented by Cream Top 

6. Whiteôs Farm Dairyð

Qt. Single Baby Face.  An-

other patent beater.  With a 

plastic cap that was available to put on open bottles. 

7. Riverview DairyðQt. Cream Top with Mar 3, 25 patent date.  The 

bottle the others copied with their variations.  Note: Orange gadget to 

seal bottom of bottle.  Another patent beater  

8. A.G. SmalleyðQt. Patented April 5, 1898.  Has a tin handle and top. 

9. Qt. ñKeep óem Flyingò Buy Another Defense Bond Today. 

10. U.S. Naval Training Station, Seneca Lake, Sampson, N.Y.ðPint Card-

board Coneð  My dad went to boot camp there. 

11. Kitsap Dairy Phone 503ðPt. 

12. E.W. Woolmanôs MilkðPt. Pat. Sept. 17th, 1889  Thatcher Mfg. Co.  

Dr. Hervey Thatcher of Potsdam, N.Y. is the ñfather of the Milk Bot-

tleò.  The amethyst color of the glass is caused by the interaction of 

sun light with the manganese they put in the glass to make it clear.  

This was stopped around the time of WW I because the manganese 

was to hard to get. 

13. Uptonôs FarmðPt. Baby Face Bottle 

14. Modern DairyðQt. Round Cop the Cream Bottle 

15. Wauregan DairyðPt. Cream Top Bottle 

16. Willowdale Dairy, Jordan, N.Y. Pt.  Small town in upstate N.Y. where 

I grew up.  I have a Qt, Pt. and İ Pt.  Note:  ñHob Nailsò around neck 

of bottle helped milkman identify his bottle in the early morning dark-

ness. 

17. Speedwell Farmsðİ Pt. with tin top. 

18. Independent Dairyðı Pint.  They were used for school lunches. 

19. THIS BOTTLE TO BE WASHED AND RETURNDðThis bottle 

does not have a cap seat (A lip where the fiber cap sat and sealed the 

bottle.).  Most likely dates to before 1900. 

20. Shamrock Dairyðİ Pt. ñAmerica has a job to do!ò  With ñVò with 

pilot in it. 

21. BowmanðCreamer that was most likely used in a diner or restaurant. 

22. Openers and picks used to open milk bottles. 

Kind of long winded but hope you enjoyed it.  We are all 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The lighter side The lighter side The lighter side ddd   

A guy walks into a bar in Arkansas and orders a white 

wine. 

All the hillbillies sitting around the bar look up, expecting to 

see some pitiful Yankee from the north.  The bartender says, 

ñYou ain't from around here, are ya?ò 

(Continued on page 8) 

looking forward to seeing your collection or hobby in the 

months ahead.  Send pictures and information to me at: 

daveem1ss@frontier.com 

Or call me at:  (503) 466-0379 

Or bring it to the next meeting.  I can make scans or 

take pictures for you. 

(Continued from page 4) 

These members received their pins for 15 or more years 
longevity in USSVI.  

L- R Top  �²  Mike LaPan, Danny Fong, Ray Lough, Bill 
McCrary, Bob Walters, Gary Thrall, LeRoy Vick, Chuck Nelson  
Seated  �²  Dick Burgess, Boyd Bywater and Fred Carneau  

mailto:daveem1ss@frontier.com?subject=Collection%20/%20Hobby

