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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 13 January 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 13 January 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

1900 

NO Chow this month 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — January 2011  # 202 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Support our troopS…Support our troopS…Support our troopS… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-

tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 

Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, Tooth 

Paste), DVD‟s, and Computer Games, Small United States 

Flags.  Thank you and keep up the good work! 

Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

Just the Christmas Party in 

11 DECEMBER 2010 

1400—Meeting was called to order by Base Vice Command-

er, Gary Webb. 

Tolling of the lost boats for December. 

Oath of office was administered by Base Secretary, 

Dave Vrooman, to New Base Commander, Ray 

Lough and Continuing Base Vice Commander, 

Gary Webb. 

Missing Man Ceremony was conducted by Collie 

Collins 

Drawing was held for the set of Dolphins and won 

by Gary Thrall. 

1430 (about)—Meeting adjourned. 

Chow down! 

Sailing List — 48 hands aboard:  Collins, Collie 

and Gerrie; Collins, Ron and Lora; Curtis, Gary 

and Barbra; Darkes, Ron and Mark Smith; Davis, 

Tudor and Kathie Garrison, Mary - John Wil-

liams, Fred - Melody Davis; Duncan, Scott and 

Kathy; Gatchel, Arlo and Judy; Lee, Bob and 

Donna; Lough, Ray and Joan; Miller, Keith; Mu-

sa, Sandy; Musa, Bill; Savage, Les and Sandie-  

Cathy Patterson; Smith, Dennis.; Stafford, Chris; 

Stowe, Ed and Joyce; Stubbs, Sheldon and Doris 

- Mary; Thrall, Gary and DeAnna; Tzevelekos, 

Otto and Susan; Vrooman, Dave and Kathy; 

Waite, Clive and Georgia; Walters, Bob and Vir-

gie; Webb, Gary; and Wilson, Ed and Loretta.  If 

I missed anyone I apologize.  Please let me know. 

Hope everyone enjoyed the party and had a very 

Merry Christmas! 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Base Secretary 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

 
 

Finally a winner!... 

Gary Thrall accepts the large pair of Dolphins from 
raffle coordinator, Gary Webb 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  ———   JanuaryJanuaryJanuary   

USS Scorpion(SS-278) — Lost on 5 January 1944 
with the loss of 77 Officers and Men while on her 4th 
war patrol in the East China Sea.  She could have 
been an operational casualty, her area consisted of 
water shallow enough so that it might be expected 
that some men would have survived.  Since there 
were no survivors, the most reasonable assumption 
is that she hit a mine. 

USS Argonaut (SS-166) — Lost on 10 January 1943 
with the loss of 105 Officers and Men while on her 
3rd war patrol.  Attacking a convoy, off Rabaul, she 
torpedoed a Japanese destroyer who along with 2 
other destroyers depth charged her.  As she tried to 
surface, the destroyers sank her by gun fire. 

USS Swordfish (SS-193) — Lost on 12 January 1945 
with the loss of 83 Officers and Men.  She went 
down somewhere near Okinawa, on her 13th war 
patrol, most probably due to contact with a mine. 

USS S-36 (SS-141) — Lost on 20 January 1942 with 
no loss of life, on her 2nd war patrol.  She ran 
aground on Taka Bakang Reef, in the Makassar 
Strait between Borneo and Sulawesi.  For over 24 
hours, the crew battled to save her, but chlorine 
gas, generated by her flooded forward battery, and 
hostile waves and currents of the sea combined 
against them.  A plain language request for aid was 
sent and on the morning of 21 January the entire 
crew was rescued by a Dutch ship Attla.  The last to 
leave left her rigged to flood. 

USS S-26 (SS-131) — Lost on 24 January 1942 with 
the loss of 46 Officers and Men in the Gulf of Pana-
ma, on her 2nd war patrol.  She was rammed by the 

PC-460 (later re-designated PYc-50 and named 
Sturdy), at night and sank within seconds.  The 
CO, XO and one lookout on the bridge, were the 
only survivors 

This is interesting reading by a retired chief… 

Part II — continued from December 2010 Sanitary 

Such episodes served the purpose of reminding every member 

of the crew that new experiences, new threats, new life-

altering events could bring even the proudest and strongest to 

his knees.  And when the purging was over, the initiates were 

welcomed as brothers, tougher than before because of what 

they‟d learned they could withstand if necessary. 

But it was a good Navy, a Navy that won wars, intimidated 

dictators, brought relief to victims in faraway lands, had fun, 

and proudly carried the flag.  And I loved it.  But I‟m not en-

tirely sure that what we have today is the natural child of that 

generation. 

In 1960 if you got drunk on liberty, your shipmates got you back to 

your rack and woke you up in time for you to make morning quar-

ters.  If you found yourself in jail, the Chief or your DivOff would 

bail you out and work with the local cops to fix whatever you broke, 

or stole, or lost, or insulted, or forgot to pay for. 

Today you get drunk and you wind up in a rehab facility with entries 

in your service jacket that‟ll haunt you for years.  Same thing for 

behavior on the ship. 

In 1960, you mouth off to the Chief or get caught goldbricking one 

too many times and you got a blanket party, or extra duty, or both 

until you got your act together.  You also didn‟t see much of the 

quarterdeck or the brow, and you could forget 

that recommendation to take the next rating exam. 

Today you act like a jerk and you wind up in a seminar, or a 

counseling center, or a psych ward and they load you up with a ton 

of paper that follows you until you abandon ship and go to work for 

IBM or AT&T or the local sanitation service. 

In 1960 you came out with four-letter words and some heat in your 

voice toward what you saw as petty rules or regs or some would-be 

politician, and people either agreed with you or stayed away from 

you „til you calmed down‟. 

Today you say “Hell” or “Damn” and you‟d better be talking about 

either the Revelation or furry little aquatic animals with big teeth 

and flat tails. 

In 1960, when they were in schools or on shore duty, sailors lived in 

barracks and ate in chow halls.  Students in today‟s Navy or sailors 

on shore duty live in hotels like the dormitories rich college kids 

used to have in the 60s.  They‟re called “Unaccompanied Enlisted 

Personnel Housing Facilities” and look like Ramada Inns.  And sail-

ors today eat in “Dining Facilities” like debutantes, and there aren‟t 

any grouchy old Navy cooks in the back stirring the pots or grum-

bling mess cooks scrubbing pans and swabbing 

decks. 

In 1960, sailors leaving the ship or station on liberty wore the uni-

form of the day, either Dress Blues or Whites.  Officers and senior 

enlisted were often privileged to wear civilian clothes ashore, but 

not always. 

Today‟s sailors wear cammies most of the time, and it‟s hard to find 

a sailor in dress uniform any more. 

In 1960, the Navy Exchange was there to provide low-cost uniform 

and toiletry items for sailors and their families.  Selections were 

limited, but quality was good and savings were considerable on 

things such as booze, cigarettes, candy, and trinkets. 

Today the typical Navy Exchange is a poorly managed, badly 

stocked, miserably staffed business failure that sees more merchan-

dise go out the back door in a lunch bag than out the front with a 

sales receipt on it.  You want selection and a good price, go to Wal-

Mart.  Commissaries aren‟t much better except for meat and cosmet-

ics. 

In 1960 many officers had at least some experience in enlisted 

ranks or engines or management and were patriotic military men 

who commanded respect by understanding the jobs their personnel 

did and staying out of their way while they did them, then sending 

them on liberty when they got the job done. 

Many of today‟s officers are politicians who are afraid to say 

what‟s actually on their minds for fear of offending someone‟s deli-

cate racial, ethnic, cultural, or religious sensitivities.  They‟re gener-

ally much better at leaping to premature cover-my-six conclusions 

than making well-researched but tough decisions. 

In 1960 sailors went to night clubs and titty bars and kept pin-up 

pictures of girlfriends or movie stars in their lockers. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Today the girls go to sea with the guys and hope they bought the 

right brand of condom.  Any sailor looking at a picture of a girl to-

day is doing it either on his blackberry via e-mail or on a porn site 

with his laptop. 

In 1960 you got medals for doing something extraordinary, such as 

saving lives or preventing disasters or killing and capturing enemies 

in battle. 

Today many sailors get medals for not being late for work for more 

than 6 months at a stretch and never coming up positive on a ran-

dom drug test. 

In 1960 many sailors were involved in collecting human and sig-

nals intelligence and analyzing it. 

Today the MAAs collect urine and civilian contractor labs analyze 

it. 

In 1960 we had clear-cut rules of engagement and unambiguous 

descriptive names for our enemies.  The basic rule of engagement 

was to wipe out the enemy by whatever means available, and we 

called them “Red Bastards” or “Commie Sonsabitches” or words 

our grandmothers wouldn‟t like to know we used. 

Today we call people who want to destroy us, cut our heads off, 

enslave our women, end our way of life, “Aggressors” or 

“Combatants” or “Opposing Forces” or “Islamic Warriors” to avoid 

offending them.  Our sailors are no longer allowed to kick ass and 

take names, only to Mirandize and make comfortable. 

In 1960, victory meant that the enemy was either completely dead 

or no longer had the ability to resist, that all his machines and net-

works were captured or out of commission, that he had surrendered 

or been locked up, that the fight was over and he accepted defeat. 

Today we declare victory when the opposing forces call time out, 

insist that it was all a big mistake, and that they‟ll stop resisting if 

we rebuild their cities, their refineries, their factories, their infra-

structure. 

The Navy I joined was easy to understand.  It was organized and 

straightforward.  The hard workers got the bennies and the shirkers 

got the brooms, and everybody in between was anonymous and safe 

so long as his shoes stayed shined and his hair never touched his 

ears or his collar.  Chiefs ran the place and officers did the paper-

work until required to put on their zebra shirts and referee bouts 

between CPOs engaged in pissing contests. 

Anything a sailor needed to know, the Navy taught him, from tying 

knots to operating fire-control computers on 16-inch guns.  A sailor 

never had to worry about what he was going to wear; that decision 

was made for him and published in the Plan of the Day, which was 

read every morning at quarters, usually by the Chief, the source of 

continuity, stability, and purpose for everyone in the division. 

Today a kid can‟t even get in the Navy unless he finished high 

school and has a clean record with law enforcement.  He‟s expected 

to be keyboard literate from day 1, and he speaks a completely dif-

ferent language from what his Korean- or VietNam-War grandfa-

ther spoke, no matter if that was English or what.  He doesn‟t play 

baseball, or football, or hockey; he plays golf, and tennis .  .  .  more 

often on a Wii than on a course or court.  The modern Navy doesn‟t 

keep people around to dump trashcans and scrub galleys and clean 

heads; that‟s done by civilian contractors..  And the majority of 

CPOs today are expected to either HAVE a degree of some kind or 

be working toward getting one soon. 

Today‟s successful Navy non-com is a paper-chasing button push-

er, not a sweat-stained commie killer. 

Today‟s sailor is in touch with his “significant others” by e-mail or 

(Continued from page 3) cell fone almost anywhere he‟s sent.  The idea of a 6-month deploy-

ment to Southeast Asia with no contact other than snail mail seems 

cruel and unusual torture to him. 

No, it‟s doubtful I could succeed in today‟s Navy as I did in yester-

day‟s.  I prefer my triggers to be on pistols and rifles, not on joy-

sticks controlling surveillance drones and other bots.  My policy as 

a division officer was never to tell a tech to do something that I 

couldn‟t do myself, much less that I didn‟t understand.  Today I‟d 

have to learn a completely new vernacular and become familiar with 

a strange culture before even TALKing to my troops. 

And though it dates me and cements me into a mindset that‟s fallen 

out of fashion, I think I liked the Navy that I joined better than the 

one we have today.  Yes, of course the capabilities we have now are 

wider, more sophisticated, more potentially effective.  But they‟re 

more fragile, too, and techs can‟t even FIND the discreet compo-

nents in a printed circuit board any more, much less actually isolate 

a bad one and replace it. 

I‟ve let technology pass me by, willingly and completely.  My skill 

set is anchored in tubes and resistors and 18-guage wire and cathode

-ray tubes and hand-held multi-meters and bench-mounted o-scopes 

that weighed 120 lbs.  But still, I LIKE those old Chiefs with the pot 

bellies and the filthy coffee cups and the scarred knuckles and the 

can-do attitude backed up by years of hands-on experience, both on 

the job and in the bars all over the world. 

I LIKED guys like Harry Truman who weren‟t afraid to make hard 

choices and fire egomaniacs and take personal responsibility for 

their own decisions.  It was GOOD to see people standing on a 

beach or a pier waving when the ship pulled in, knowing there‟d be 

dancing and singing and fist fighting and dangerous liaisons, not 

snipers with Russian-made rifles and lunatics planting IEDs along 

the streets. 

Yes, we lived with the omnipresent fear of instant nuclear annihila-

tion, mutually assured destruction, uncertainty about tomorrow, and 

all that.  But it seemed that the government was on our side, that our 

country did good things throughout the world, that the US was the 

best place to live on the planet and our presidents didn‟t feel they 

had to apologize for a goddam thing to any goddambody. 

It‟s not so much that I want a do-over; I just want teachers, and sen-

ators, and taxi-drivers, and clerks, and college professors, and con-

gressmen, and judges, and doctors, and kids growing up to see my 

country the way we all saw it in 1960 .  .  .  as a strong, charitable, 

fun-loving, loyal, don‟t-piss-me-off place with no patience for petty 

tyrants and loonies. 

I wonder what my British counterpart might feel 

about the direction HIS country‟s taken in the last 

60 years or so.  Probably much the same as what 

the native-born Roman Legionnaire of the 4th 

century felt when he saw what had become of his be-

loved SPQR. 

This month in submarine history This month in submarine history This month in submarine history ———   

January… 

8 January 1901 - USS Holland (SS-1) departed on a 166-

mile surface run from Annapolis, MD to Norfolk, VA 8-10 

January, 1901 which provided useful data on her performance 

underway over an extended period. She also proved valuable 

for experimental purposes in collecting data for submarines 

under construction or contemplation. 

15 January 1916 - In New York Navy Yard for overhaul, 

USS E-2 (ex-Sturgeon) (SS-25) was the victim of a violent 
(Continued on page 6) 
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SKSK  

New cookbook.  Purchase information will be 
available at the January meeting. 

For the Wives… 

There will be a meeting of the wives at 

the January meeting to plan the meal 

that will be served at the February 

meeting.  Please plan on coming to the 

meeting and sharing in the decision. 

From the crew From the crew From the crew ———   

Tom McCurry sends — 

One day, a Navy Chief went to the Officer's Club with his 

Captain to eat lunch.  When they entered the main dining 

room, they found the place was quite crowded.  They did no-

tice three Lieutenants sitting at a table with two empty chairs, 

so the Captain asked them if they could join them. 

They promptly invited them to join them.  They ordered 

lunch and joined them in conversation as they ate.  At one 

point, the Chief mentioned that he had observed characteris-

tics about many officers from which he could determine the 

source of their commissioning.  The Lieutenants were eager 

to hear about this and asked if he could tell how each of them 

had been commissioned. 

The Chief turned to the Lieutenant on his left and said he 
(Continued on page 7) 
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site:  http://www.bluebackbase.org 

explosion and fire when hydrogen gas was ignited by a spark. 

Four men were killed and seven injured. On 13 March, E-2 

was placed out of commission to be used as a laboratory for 

exhaustive tests of the Edison storage battery. 

3 January 1943 - Japanese submarine I-18 was sunk by USS 

Grayback (SS-208) in the Solomon Islands area (one of 25 

Japanese submarines chalked up by the Pacific submarines). 

14 January 1955 - USS Tench (SS-417) ran aground off 

Cape Henry Lighthouse, VA 

11 January 1965 - USS Barb (SSN-596) collided with USS 

Sargo (SSN-583) while at 300 feet, 50 miles from Oahu. 

12 January 1971 - USS-Pomfret (SS-391) disposed of 

through the Security Assistance Program (SAP), sold to Tur-

key. 

31 January 1980 - USS Nautilus (SSN-571) was at Mare Is-

land Naval Shipyard for inactivation. 

1 December 1985 - beards were no longer authorized by the 

U.S. Navy. 

8 January 2005 - the Los Angeles class submarine USS San 

Francisco (SSN-711) collided virtually head-on with an un-

(Continued from page 4) dersea mountain 350 miles south of Guam.  Machinist Mate 

2nd Class Joseph Allen Ashley, 24, of Akron, OH, died of 

injuries suffered in the accident, which occurred when the 

submarine was on a high speed run to Brisbane, Australia.  

Several news websites stated that the submarine hit an 

“Uncharted Sea Mount” at speed.  CDR Kevin Mooney was 

later relieved of command after an investigation revealed that 

the boat was using inadequate voyage planning techniques.  

The submarine experienced a rapid deceleration from approxi-

mately 35 knots, causing everything not attached to the sub-

marine to go flying forward and a section of the bow to cave 

in.  Around 60 other sailors were also injured in the accident, 

some seriously.  Temporary repairs were completed and the 

submarine transited to Puget Sound Naval Shipyard for per-

manent repairs by way of replacing the boat‟s forward com-

partment. 

1 January 2011 - The smoking lamp is out.  Smoking 

is no longer allowed below decks on United States 

Submarines. 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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On 8 April, the Navy said it would ban smoking cigarettes 

below decks on submarines to protect sailors from 

secondhand smoke.  The move was in response to a 2009 

study by the Naval Submarine Medical Research Laboratory 

that showed the ill effects on nonsmokers. 

The Michigan was the first boat from Naval Base Kitsap, 

and possibly in the Navy, to kick the habit, said Submarine 

Group 9 spokesman Lt. Ed Early.  It wasn‟t alone, however. 

“As of 22 October, 21 of the Navy‟s 71 submarines had gone 

completely smoke-free,” Early said, “efforts to get an updated 

number from Submarine Force in Norfolk, Va., last week 

proved unsuccessful.” 

There are about 3,500 submariners based at Naval Base 

Kitsap.  If 31 percent of sailors smoke, as a 2008 Department 

of Defense survey contends, then nearly 1,100 local subma-

riners will have to either quit or subdue the urge to smoke 

while they‟re on patrol. 

Submariners can still use smokeless tobacco, though the Na-

vy highly discourages it.  Ten percent of them do, according 

to the survey.  They can take cigarettes onto the boat and 

smoke them pier side or while on liberty.  If they get caught 

sneaking a puff on board, the commanding officer will deter-

mine the proper response. 

“The goal is to educate smokers about the effect on smokers, 

and if they want to quit, to help them quit,” Early said. 

“Sailors have had seven months to quit, and a lot of help.  

The Navy provided smoking-cessation classes, counseling, 

and nicotine patches and gum at Naval Hospital Bremerton, 

its Bangor health clinic and a substance-abuse rehabilitation 

center at Bangor,” said hospital spokesman Doug Stutz. 

“They have qualified counselors who have been accredited 

and have a thorough knowledge of how to deal with anybody 

who wants to undertake the process of weaning away from 

the nicotine habit,” Stutz said.  “That includes spouses and 

girlfriends”, Stutz added. 

“The hospital is working with Submarine Group 9 leadership 

and submarine commanding officers so the crews have ample 

resources to kick the habit,” Stutz said, “Each crew has an 

independent duty corpsman that oversees the program on the 

sub and is responsible for the gum and patches.” 

“A week from the deadline, all submarines should be close to 

smokeless, though there might be some stragglers,” 

Early said.  “We‟ve put the word out to all of 

our boats.  We expect when 1 January rolls 

around, the submarine force will be abso-

lutely smoke-free,” he said. 

went through ROTC.  The Lieutenant confirmed that was cor-

rect and asked how he had noted this.  The Chief replied that 

the Lieutenant, through his conversation, seemed to have a 

strong academic background but limited military experience. 

The Chief then told the Lieutenant on his right that he had 

gone through OCS with previous enlisted service.  The Lieu-

tenant confirmed that this was correct and also asked how he 

had determined this.  The Chief said, again through his con-

versation, that the Lieutenant seemed to have a firm military 

background and a lot of common sense. 

The Lieutenant across the table from the Chief asked if he 

had determined his source of commission.  The Chief replied 

that the Lieutenant had graduated from the United States Na-

val Academy.  The Lieutenant stated that was correct and 

asked if he had noticed his high level of intelligence, precise 

military bearing, or other superior qualities acquired at the 

United States Naval Academy. 

The Chief replied that it was none of these that led to his de-

termination.  He had simply observed the Lieutenant‟s class 

ring while he was picking his nose. 

You can‟t take Navy Chiefs anywhere. 

 

Keith Miller sends — 

Seems this old retired Master Chief was out driving and 

cruises thru a stop sign, or whatever, and gets pulled over by 

a local policeman. 

The guy hands the cop his driver‟s license, military Id, insur-

ance verification, plus his concealed carry permit. 

“Okay, Master Chief,” the cop says, “I see your CCW per-

mit.  Are you carrying today?” 

“Yes, I am.” 

“Well then, better tell me what you got.” 

Master Chief says, “Well, I got a .357 revolver in my inside 

coat pocket.  There‟s a 9 mm semi-auto in the glove box.  

And, I‟ve got a .22 magnum derringer in my right boot.” 

“Okay,” the cop says, “ anything else?” 

“Yeah, back in the trunk, there‟s an AR15 and a 12 gauge 

shotgun.  That‟s about it.” 

“Master Chief, are you on your way to or from a gun 

range...?” 

“Nope.” 

“Well then, what are you afraid of...?” 

“Not a damn thing...” 

(Continued from page 5) 

Smoking Ban for Navy’s Submarine Sailors... 

The USS Michigan (SSGN-727) got a jump on a dozen other 

Kitsap-based submarines, and its sailors are breathing easier 

because of it. 

The Blue Crew of SSGN-727 went smokeless at 0727 on 27 

July, matching the boat‟s hull number.  By midnight on 31 

December, the rest of the Navy‟s subs must follow suit. 

Five Convicted... 

Five protestors who knowingly violated a secure area at Na-

val Base Kitsap-Bangor, near Silverdale, Washington, on 2 

November 2009, were convicted in U.S. District Court in Ta-

coma of conspiracy, trespass, destruction of property on a 

naval installation, and depredation of government property.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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The five were convicted following a four day jury trial.  The 

jury deliberated just over four hours before finding the five 

defendants guilty on all counts. 

STEPHEN M. KELLY, 60, of Oakland, California, SUSAN 

S. CRANE, 65, of Baltimore, Maryland, WILLIAM J. BICH-

SEL, 81, of Tacoma, Washington, ANNE MONTGOMERY, 

83, of New York City and LYNNE T. GREENWALD, 60, of 

Bremerton, Washington, face up to ten years in prison when 

sentenced by U.S. District Judge Benjamin Settle on 28 

March 2011.  The defendants remain free on their personal 

recognizance. 

According to testimony at the trial, members of the group 

used bolt cutters to cut holes in three chain link fences in or-

der to enter the Main Limited Area (MLA) at Naval Base 

Kitsap-Bangor.  The defendants entered the secure area where 

they were apprehended and ultimately arrested by armed mili-

tary personnel. 

Conspiracy is punishable by up to five years in prison.  Tres-

pass is punishable by up to six months in prison.  Destruction 

of property on a naval installation is punishable by up to five 

years in prison and depredation of government property is 

punishable by up to ten years in prison.  Some of the counts 

carry a possible fine of up to $250,000. 

The case was investigated by the Naval Crimi-

nal Investigative Service (NCIS) and the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation.  The case was prosecut-

ed by Assistant United States Attorneys Arlen 

Storm and Brian Werner. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Ray Lough and Gary Webb 
take the Oath of Office as 

Base Commander 
and 

Base Vice Commander 

At this years Christmas Party, 
Les Savage received his 15 year 

longevity pin from VC Gary Webb 

Collie Collins conducts the 
Missing Man Ceremony  

at this years 
Christmas Party 
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New Year’s Deck Log… 

There’s nothing unofficial about a ship’s deck log.  Gov-

erned by naval regulation and watched over by the ship’s 

navigation department, deck logs are the permanent, day-

to-day record of a commissioned Navy vessel’s life. 

Entries cover nearly every aspect of a ship’s operation and 

are always written with block letters in a terse, matter-of-

fact sort of way. 

Always, that is, except for the first deck log entry of the 
new year.  Navy tradition says that the first log entry of the 

new year may be written in verse, but must contain all the 

information required by the current versions of Navy Regula-

tions and supporting instructions from the Chief of Naval Op-

erations. This includes information such as: 

"...mooring lines, ships present, senior officer present, sources of 
electric power, steam and water... the character of duty in which 
the ship is engaged; the state of the sea and weather, courses and 
speed of the ship; bearings and distance of objects sighted; posi-
tion of the ship; draft and soundings; (time) zone description; par-
ticulars of anchoring; disposition of the engineering plant and 
changes thereto; tests and inspections; changes in the status of 
ship's personnel; and matters specified by competent authority." 

As most of us are familiar with USS Recruit I thought you 

would enjoy her log entry from 1 January 1963, written by 

Chief Boatswain‟s Mate George E. Johnson, USN, in USS 

Recruit (TDE 1): 

Time 0000, Day #1, year 1963, 

The, watch has begun. 

Moored port & starboard at NTC 

On this very quiet New Year‟s Eve 

Six hawsers to starboard, 

Seven hawsers to port, 

Starboard chain to Buoy 1, 

We‟re really held taut. 

Concrete and black-top 

Her make-believe sea, 

She strains her moorings 

In a ten-knot breeze. 

Draft nine feet forward 

Ten feet aft, 

It‟s never change 

on this Naval craft. 

All services received 

Direct from the pier, 

She‟s had no engines 

For many a year. 

Electricity, steam, 

fresh water too, 

Furnished by Public Works 

Power Plant Two. 

North Island to starboard, 

A beautiful sight. 

To port lies Gate Six, 

All‟s quiet tonight. 

Dead ahead lies Camp Nimitz 

Where training begins, 

Astern lies Point Loma 

And the Bali Hai Inn. 

Anchor lights burn bright 

No stars are in sight, 

The decks are silent, 

On this New Year‟s night. 

She‟s made of plywood, 

Sheathed in steel. 

Her deck guns are wooden. 

Her “K” guns real. 

Recruits look forward 

To a trick at her wheel, 

To them her helm 

Has a magic feel. 

She‟s been in commission 

Thirteen long years. 

Started thousands of Sailors 

on Naval careers. 

Admirals and Generals 

Civilians too, Have trod her decks 

and met her crew. 

She‟s a famous old ship, 

A Training Aid too, 

She‟s open for tours. 

To all of you. 

Happy New Year 

To all officers and men. 

Past, Present and Future 

From an old wooden friend: 

USS Recruit (TDE-1) 

According to Wikipedia and other online sources, USS Re-

cruit (TDE-1) was a landlocked “dummy” training ship of the 

United States Navy. She was built to scale, two-thirds the size 

of a destroyer escort (similar to Dealey class destroyer escort), 

and commissioned 27 July 1949.  During construction, the 

ship was equipped with rigging with standard Navy fittings 

obtained from salvage and mothballed ships.  When complet-

ed in 1949, she was 225 long, had a 24-foot, four inch beam 

and a 41-foot mast.  A commission pennant was broken and 

the ensign and Union Jack was hoisted and the ship was com-

missioned by Rear Adm. Wilder D. Baker, commandant, 

Eleventh Naval District.  The ship served for 18 years as the 

only landlocked commissioned ship in the Navy.  “Sailing” on 

(Continued on page 11) 
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a sea of concrete at the former Naval Training Center in San 

Diego, California, she trained over 50,000 new recruits yearly 

in the fundamentals of shipboard drills and procedures with 

the use of standard deck and bridge gear found on all vessels, 

including lifelines, accommodation ladder, signal halyards, 

searchlights, engine order telegraph, and helm.  It served as a 

school for all recruits going through basic seamanship indoc-

trination. The ship‟s deck was an exact replica of what a Sail-

or could expect in the fleet. 

The Recruit had cleats, chocks and mooring lines and operat-

ed like a standard Navy ship. Sailors learned marlinspike sea-

manship, ground tackle operation, cargo booms, deck fittings, 

lift boat handling and signal equipment.  Additionally, a com-

pany of recruits would stay on board from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. 

each night to polish watch standing skills.  She was affection-

ately nicknamed the “USS Neversail.”  She was decommis-

sioned in March 1967 due to the inability to classify the ship 

in a computerized registry of Navy vessels. 

In 1982, Recruit was refurbished to look like an Oliver Haz-

ard Perry class frigate, and she continued to be used as a train-

ing facility until the training center was closed in 1997. 

The Recruit still stands, currently unused, with the hope that 

she will someday become a maritime museum. 

(Continued from page 10) 

New Submarine Rating... 

THIS NAVADMIN ESTABLISHES THE INFORMATION 

SYSTEMS TECHNICIAN SUBMARINES (ITS) SERVICE 

RATING. 

ESTABLISHING THE ITS SERVICE RATING WILL IM-

PROVE SUBMARINE INFORMATION SYSTEM EFFECTIVE-

NESS, WHICH WILL IN TURN IMPROVE SUPPORT OF 

SUBMARINE OPERATIONS.  THIS NEW SERVICE RAT-

ING WILL APPLY TO ACTIVE DUTY SAILORS ELIGI-

BLE FOR SUBMARINE SERVICE WHO REQUEST CONVER-

SION TO ITS. 

CONVERSION TO ITS FROM ELIGIBLE SOURCE RAT-

INGS WILL BEGIN 1 APRIL 2011.  THE PRIMARY 

SOURCE RATINGS FOR ITS CONVERSIONS WILL BE 

THOSE ASSIGNED TO BILLETS IN SUBMARINE LOCAL 

AREA NETWORK (LAN) DIVISIONS AND SAILORS WITH 

SOURCE RATINGS WITHIN THE INFORMATION ASSUR-

ANCE WORK FORCE, BUT ALL NON-NUCLEAR TRAINED 

SAILORS ELIGIBLE FOR SUBMARINE SERVICE ARE 

ELIGIBLE TO REQUEST CONVERSION.  INITIAL PRO-

JECTED CONVERSION OPPORTUNITY IS EXPECTED TO 

BE 180 TO 200 CONVERSIONS AT THE E4 TO E6 PAY 

GRADES. 

SAILORS WITH NON-SUBMARINE RATINGS SELECTED 

FOR CONVERSION TO ITS MUST MEET MPM 1306-402 

AND 1306-404 REQUIREMENTS, AND ATTEND BASIC 

ENLISTED SUBMARINE SCHOOL (BESS) PRIOR TO BE-

ING DESIGNATED ITS AND ASSIGNED TO A SUBMA-

RINE.  THE IT RATING BADGE WILL BE USED TO 

IDENTIFY THE ITS SERVICE RATING. 

Information Systems Technician (IT): Formerly known as 

Radioman (RM).  Naval activities often involve people work-

ing at many different locations on land and at sea.  ITs operate 

the radio communications systems that make such complex 

teamwork possible.  ITs operate radio-telephones and radio-

teletypes, prepare messages for international and domestic 

commercial telegraph, and send and receive messages via the 

Navy system, including satellites and antennas.  ITs also are 

responsible for all com- puter systems, net-

work administration (including LAN 

hardware), periph- eral operations 

and systems modifications. 

THE GUPPIES...Bob Harrison, 9/4/00 

Long before the advent of the hippie and the yuppie 

There was a class of warship that was fondly called the Guppy. 

Now the Guppy was a submarine, in case you didn't know, 

Long and black and sleek she was, and always on the go. 

In World War Two, the submarines were our first line of attack, 

Many of them went out to sea and some did not come back, 

Now the submariners knew this but still they went to war, 

To defend their nation‟s freedom was what they were fighting for. 

After World War Two had ended, when the Japs and Germans quit, 

Someone thought the old subs should be streamlined just a bit, 

So they re-designed the old boats and named them GUPPY Class 

With snorkels, better batt‟ries and a hull to make.‟em fast. 

They went to sea both north and south from the East to setting sun, 

They never knew when night was o‟er and daytime had begun. 

Theirs was a life of silence and the darkness of the deep, 

Sometimes their only pleasure were a few hours of blessed sleep. 

They ploughed the seas from Pole to Pole in defense of freedom‟s 

goals, 

From Pearl Harbor, and Yokosuka to the far off Iceland shoals, 

To spy on Soviet submarines and other ships of war 

Was the job of these brave lads who roamed the ocean floor. 

They ran patrols from Greenland to the shores of Timbuktu 

The GIUK GAP and MED RUN were just nothing for a crew 

of Guppy sailors who thought the NORTHERN RUN okay, 

Then take shore leave in Norfolk for another night of play. 

How many Guppies were there?  Far more than I could name. 

And each has earned an honored place in the Guppy Hall of Fame. 

They fought the war with Soviets in secrecy and guile 

Until the foe gave up the fight, which made it all worth while.  

Now they're gone, as all ships go when their tour of duty's o'er,  

Brave Guppies, stalwart warriors, they roam the seas no more,  

They've gone to graves far out at sea and this should be their lot,  

Gone from the sight of those they served but not to be forgot! 


