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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 10 February 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 10 February 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

1900 

Taco’s provided by the wives this month!  All 

you can eat $5.00 — See page 6 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — February 2011  # 203 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

13 JANUARY 2011 

1900—Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, 

Ray Lough. 

Invocation — Ray Lough. 

Pledge of Allegiance led — Ray Lough. 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed — Ray 

Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for January — Dennis 

and Jackson. 

Introductions — All. 

Secretary report (E-Board Minutes — Dave 

Vrooman. 

Treasurer report — Collie Collins. 

Base Commander: 

January Meeting Agenda 

The Quartermaster of VFW Post 4248 announced 

that we would no longer have to pay a monthly 

rental fee (See page 3). 

Awarding of 15 year USSVI longevity pins (See 

page 3) 

New Business: 

Calendar of 2011 events: 

Submarine Birthday Brunch — Motion made, 

seconded and passed to have the brunch on 

Sunday 10 April at the Spaghetti Factory in 

Clackamas (same location as last year).  Cost 

to be $10.00 per person with the base paying 

any additional expenses.  Details, such as 

time, to be provided as they are firmed up. 

Memorial Day — Motion made, seconded and 

passed for the base to join the celebration held 

at the Veteran‟s Memorial Park in Beaverton 

(site of the Albacore Memorial).  Details will 

follow as information becomes available. 

4th of July — After discussion of locations it 

was decided to table this until a future meet-

ing.  Where do you want to go? 

Annual Picnic — Motion made, seconded and 

passed to have this year‟s picnic at Clacka-

mette park again this year on Sunday 14 Au-

gust.  Les Savage has volunteered to do the 

meat and the Base will provide soft drinks  

(there is some confusion as to whether it 

should be Saturday 13 August, not Sunday 14 

August — will clarify at February meeting.) 

Veteran‟s Day — After discussion of locations 

it was decided to table this until a future meet-

ing.  Bring your ideas. 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Christmas Party — 8 December was discussed 

as the date.  Need more input from you before 

reaching a decision. 

A discussion of holding raffles of memorabilia at 

meetings was held.  It was decided to table this 

until more information as to legal issues can be 

resolved.  Stu Crosby to report at next meeting.  

Also, it we do these raffles, we will need dona-

tions from members of suitable items. 

Need input as to what we can do to increase public 

awareness of our Base and recruit new mem-

bers.  Visiting local Malls, Hospitals and volun-

teering on the phones for PBS telethons was 

discussed.  What are your ideas? 

Gary Webb to research the “Boat Sponsorship 

Program” for The American Submariner. 

Good of the Order: 

Bob Jackson and the rest of the Base extend our 

thanks to Fred Carneau for his outstanding con-

tribution to last year‟s Veteran‟s Day Parade 

with the float he built of the USS Blueback (See 

Page 5). 

Bob Wonsley related information he uncovered 

about the enlistment requirements of the Navy.  

If you only have a GED, you need some college 

credits as well for enlistment. 

Don‟t forget the joint U.S. Sub Vets of WWII and 

USSVI luncheon on Wednesday 16 February 

(See Page 5). 

Benediction — Ray Lough 

2000—Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 31 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr.; Car-

neau; Collins, Collie; Collins, Ron; Crosby; 

Dennis; Dolan; Hager; Heitzman; Jackson; 

Johnson, Larry; LaPan; Lee; Lines; Lough; 

McComiskey; Musa, Bill; Pleming; Philipps; 

Smith; Soderback; Stafford; Stowe; Sumner; 

Thrall; Tzevelekos; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; 

Whitmarsh; and Wonsley. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Base Secretary 
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Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  ———   FebruaryFebruaryFebruary   

USS Barbel (SS-316) — Lost on 4 February 1945 with 

the loss of 81 Officers and Men while on her 3rd war 

patrol.  Based on Japanese records, she was 
bombed near the southern entrance to the Palawan 
Passage.  The day before, she reported she survived 
3 depth charge attacks. 

USS Shark I (SS-174) — Lost on 11 February 1942 
with the loss of 59 Officers and Men while on her 1st 
war patrol.  Shark was the 1st submarine sunk by 
enemy surface craft in the Pacific.  She was most 
likely sunk by depth charges. 

USS Amberjack (SS-219) — Lost on 16 February 
1943 with the loss of 72 Officers and Men.  On her 
3rd war patrol, off Rabaul, she was attacked by a 
Japanese patrol plane, a torpedo boat and then 
depth charged by a subchaser. 

USS Greyback (SS-208) — Lost on 27 February 1944 
with the loss of 80 Officers and Men, on her 10th 
war patrol.  She appears to have been caught on 
the surface in the East China Sea by a Japanese car-
rier plane whose bombs made a direct hit.  During 
this patrol she sank 4 ships totaling 21,594 tons and 
was tied for 11th in the number of ships sunk. 

USS Trout (SS-202) — Lost on 29 February 1944 with 
the loss of 79 Officers and Men on her 11th war pa-
trol.  She was sunk by escorts in the middle of the 

Philippines Basin after sinking a passenger-
cargoman and damaging another in a convoy.  
She carried out several notable special missions, 
including carrying over two tons of gold bullion 
out of Corregidor in February 1942. 

Shipmates Wes Soderback (C) and Bob 
Jackson (R) are presented with their 
HOLLAND CLUB documents by Base 
Commander, Ray Lough (L) at the 
January meeting.  

 CONGRATULATIONS! 

Base Members receive Longevity awards… 

At the January Meeting 4 members were awarded the 

USSVI 15 year Longevity pins. 

Above: Harold Heitzman (R) receives his pin from 

Blueback Base Commander, Ray Lough (L). 

Below: (L-R) Plank Owners Mike Whitmarsh, Bob 

Wonsley and Phil Philipps  pose with their  Longevity 

pins. 

 

MEEtInG Hall rEnt DroppED…MEEtInG Hall rEnt DroppED…MEEtInG Hall rEnt DroppED…   

Because of our continuing support of the VFW Hall, ie. 

partaking of the beverages they have available at the bar; 

for instance, the Quartermaster informed us prior to the 

January meeting that they have decided that charging us 

rent for using their facilities for our monthly meetings 

was no longer necessary.  I am sure that we will continue 

to show our appreciation.  Check out their monthly activi-

ties calendar.  They have other events such as lunches and 

dinners that we are invited to attend. 

Thank you members of VFW Post 4248. 
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This month in submarine history This month in submarine history This month in submarine history ———   

February… 

17 February 1864 - the Confederate submarine CSS H. L. 

Hunley was the first submersible to sink an enemy ship in 

combat; she rammed her spar torpedo with 90 pounds (41 kg) 

of explosive powder into the hull of the Union sloop-of-war 

USS Housatonic off Charleston, SC; Hunley was also sunk in 

the engagement. 

1 February 1902 - USS Plunger (later A-1) (SS-2) launched 

at Crescent Shipyards, Elizabethport, NJ; sponsored by Miss 

Ernestine Wardwell of Baltimore, MD. 

3 February 1942 - USS Trout (SS-202) rendezvoused with a 

torpedo boat off Corregidor and was escorted to South Dock.  

She unloaded 3,500 rounds of ammunition; refueled; loaded 

two torpedoes, and requested additional ballast.  Since neither 

sandbags nor sacks of concrete were available, she was given 

20 tons of gold bars and silver pesos to be evacuated from the 

BasE CoMManDEr’s CornEr— 

Shipmates, we have started a new year with our first meet-

ing.  Aside from a few procedural blunders I think it went 

well.  We have plans for events upcoming and ideas to help us 

contact our communities that we live in. 

We belong to a small fraternity that we refer to as The Silent 

Service.  I think sometimes this is a bonus and at the same 

time a curse!  Of course we are always aware that “loose lips 

sink ships” and we want to be sure our brothers and sisters 

now serving aren‟t exposed to needless security leaks but at 

the same time our families and communities aren‟t aware of 

what we did to serve our country.  I don‟t mean we need to 

spill classified info to anyone but let our kids and grandkids 

know what you and your shipmates did “during the war”.  Let 

them know what some of your shipmates did when you were 

at sea or ashore (that may need some cleaning up for little 

ears in many cases).  Volunteer to speak to your local schools 

about your service and tell them about life on a submarine.  

You‟d be surprised how many questions you‟ll be 

asked……..and not always by the boys! The young girls are 

interested in how your family life was affected by your duty, 

and stuff like that. 

I guess my point is that we need to let our non-veterans 

friends and family know what it is like to serve in the military 

and have the comradeship we have experienced. 

Some of the ideas discussed were having an info table at any 

mall manned by a couple of SubVets, manning the phones 

during the PBS pledge drive, talking at various schools, etc. 

We are the Silent Service but we don‟t have to the unknown 

service 

Let me know your thoughts at:  rayjoanlo@q.com 

Fair winds and following seas to us all….and 

watch that first step 

Ray Lough 

Blueback 

Philippines.  She also loaded securities, mail, and State De-

partment dispatches before submerging shortly before day-

break to wait at the bottom of Manila Bay until the return of 

darkness.  That evening, Trout loaded more mail and securi-

ties before she was escorted through the mine fields out to 

open water. 

29 February 1944 - USS Trout (SS-202) left Pearl Harbor, 

HI on February 8, 1944 en route to her eleventh patrol, topped 

off with fuel at Midway and left 16 February, never to be 

heard from again.  From the Japanese since the war, the fol-

lowing facts have been gleaned: On 29 February 1944 SA-

KITO MARU was sunk and another ship badly damaged.  

The destroyer Asashimo, presumably an escort in the convoy 

of Sakito Maru, detected a submarine and dropped 19 depth 

charges.  Oil and debris came to the surface and the destroyer 

dropped a final depth charge on that spot.  Since Trout was 

the only U.S. submarine which could have attacked at this 

time in this position but did not report the action, it is assumed 

she was lost during or shortly after this attack. 

21 February 1953 - USS Icefish (SS-367) third and final de-

commissioning; transferred (loaned) under terms of the Mili-

tary Defense Assistance Program to The Netherlands, re-

named Walrus (S-802). 

2 February 1966 - USS George Washington (SSBN-598), 

after long deployment on many submerged patrols, completed 

her initial overhaul and was refitted to carry the 2,500 mile 

range Polaris A-3 missile. 

16 February 1973 - the Secretary of the Navy announced 

Bangor, Washington as the initial base for Trident submarine 

operations. 

1 February 1982 - Admiral Hyman Rickover stepped down 

from his post as director of the Navy Nuclear Propulsion Di-

rectorate. He was relieved by Admiral McKee. Admiral 

Rickover oversaw profound changes in not only the subma-

rine force but also the entire Navy. 

10 February 1994 - USS-Blueback (SS-581) donated as a 

Museum and Memorial to Oregon Museum of Science and 

Industry, Portland, OR. 

19 February 2005 - the Navy commissioned its newest nucle-

ar-powered attack submarine, the Seawolf-class, USS Jimmy 

Carter (SSN-23).  The attack submarine honors the 39th pres-

ident of the United States.  President Carter is the only U.S. 

president to have qualified in submarines.  The Seawolf-class 

is the fastest, quietest, most heavily armed submarine in the 

world.  Jimmy Carter is the third and final submarine of that 

class.  A unique feature of her is a 100-foot hull extension 

called the Multi-Mission Platform, which provides enhanced 

payload capabilities, enabling the submarine to accommodate 

the advanced technology required to develop and test a new 

generation of weapons, sensors and undersea vehicles. 

mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com?subject=Blueback%20Base
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From the crew From the crew From the crew ———   

Bob Walters sends — 

A joke for all CPOs….See any truth? 

 A man walked into a pet store and was looking at the ani-

mals on display.  While he was there, a First Class Petty Of-

ficer (E-6) from the local Navy base walked in and said to the 

shopkeeper, “I‟ll take a maintenance 

REMINDER 

Submarine Veterans Luncheon 

Wednesday, 16 February 2011 

1100 

HILLSBORO ELKS 
21865 NW Quatama Road 

HILLSBORO, OR 
(LOCATEDAT NW Quatama Rd. and 

Cornelius Pass Rd) 

This is the Valentines 

Day luncheon to honor 

our wives, widows and LADIES 

This is the float that Fred Carneau built 
for the Veteran’s Day Parade last fall.  
The “hull” is a torpedo. 

Great job Fred—BZ 

monkey, please.” 

The man nodded, went to a cage at the side of the store and 

took out a monkey.  He put a collar and leash on the animal 

and handed it the PO1, saying, “That‟ll be $5,000.”  The PO1 

paid and left with the monkey. 

Surprised, the man went to the shopkeeper and said, “That 

was a very expensive monkey.  Most of them are only a few 

hundred dollars.  Why did that one cost so much?” 

The shopkeeper answered, “Ah, that‟s a maintenance mon-

key.  He can run diagnostics on all radars/weapons systems, 

score 95 on the ASVAB test, operate all forms of test equip-

ment, perform the duties of any Maintenance Man with no 

back talk or complaints.  It‟s well worth the 

money.” 

The man spotted a monkey in another cage “That one‟s even 

more expensive, $10,000! What does it do?” 

“Oh, that one is a Work center Supervisor monkey!  It can 

instruct at all levels of maintenance, supervise maintenance 

on the unit, intermediate, and depot level, knows all OPNAV 

instructions, utilizes ORM, and even conducts Divisional 

Training.  A very useful monkey indeed,” replied the 

shopkeeper. 

The man looked around a little longer and found a third mon-

key in a cage.  The price tag read, “$50.00.”  The shocked 

tourist exclaimed, “That one!  What in the world does it do?” 

“Well, I‟ve never actually seen him do anything but drink 

coffee and walk around, but his papers say he‟s a Navy 

Chief!” 

 

Stu Crosby sends — 

You‟ve GOT to read this.  This is darn scary!!  The Wash-

ington Post 

The Arctic ocean is warming up, icebergs are growing scarc-

er and in some places the seals are finding the water too hot, 

according to a report to the Commerce Department yesterday 

from Consulafft, at Bergen, Norway.  Reports from fisher-

men, seal hunters and explorers all point to a radical change 

in climate conditions and hitherto unheard-of temperatures in 

the Arctic zone.  Exploration expeditions report that scarcely 

any ice has been met as far north as 81 degrees 29 minutes.  

Soundings to a depth of 3,100 meters showed the gulf stream 

still very warm.  Great masses of ice have been replaced by 

moraines of earth and stones, the report continued, while at 

many points well known glaciers have entirely disappeared. 

Very few seals and no white fish are found in the eastern 

Arctic, while vast shoals of herring and smelts which have 

never before ventured so far north, are being encountered in 

the old seal fishing grounds.  Within a few years, it is predict-

ed that due to the ice melt, the sea will rise and make most 

coastal cities uninhabitable. 

_____________________ 

Oops!  Never mind.  This report was from November 2, 

1922, as reported by the Associated Press and published in 

the Washington Post - 88 years ago! 
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support our troops…support our troops…support our troops… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

You can also download a PDF order form from our web site:  http://www.bluebackbase.org 

MEnu…MEnu…MEnu…   

BEEF TACO MEAT 

TACO SHELLS 

DICED TOMATOES 

SHREDDED LETTUCE 

SOUR CREAM 

REFRIED BEANS 

TACO SAUCE 

 

 

CHICKEN TACO MEAT 

SOFT FLOUR TORTILLAS 

SHREDDED CHEESE 

OLIVES 

GUACAMOLE 

GREEN ONIONS 

HOT SAUCE 

 DESSERT 

February Meeting - - - - - - $5.00 per person 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Commander Addresses Submariners... 

Air Force Gen. Kevin P. Chilton, Commander of the U.S. 

Strategic Command held an all hands call aboard Naval Sub-

marine Base Kings Bay, Georgia on 19 January 2011, ad-

dressing the importance of the ballistic-missile subma-

rines‟ (SSBN‟s) role in strategic deterrence and how vital 

each submariner‟s responsibility is to the “silent service.” 

“What you do for U.S. Strategic Command, how you train to 

do that mission for Strategic Command, how you maintain 

that equipment to do that mission for Strategic Command, 

where you are and what you‟re doing when you're at sea for 

U.S. Strategic Command, is on my radar scope every day,” 

said Chilton.  “Every day that I come into the office, I check 

on the health and status of the SSBN fleet.” 

Chilton then explained to the submariners why deterrence is 

so important, and why the SSBN is critical to the security of 

the United States…. 

Chilton told the submariners that the fact there is little recog-

nition for the work they do every day is fine, if they remember 

they are part of something bigger than themselves. 

“It really bothers me that there are no ticker-tape parades for 

the nuclear-deterrent forces,” said Chilton.  “Heck, we take 

you guys and put you underwater.  There are no fly-bys for 

you on Armed Forces Day or Memorial Day.  In fact, we‟re 

not even allowed to talk a lot about what you do.  Along with 

that comes, in the „silent service‟, a sense of pride that what 

you do is special.” 

“It was really good to know that someone that high up really 

understands what we do,” said Culinary Specialist Seaman 

(SS) Jaron Wright, a security watch for Naval Submarine 

Support Center Kings Bay who also served aboard USS West 

Virginia (SSBN 736). “Even though he knows 

no one can really talk about us, he took the 

time to give his appreciation for our service 

and I really appreciated his effort.” 

New ID Card?... 

Should you get a new military ID card at age 65? Or not. 

Yes, is recommended.  Technically, it‟s not required but it 

may save you some grief down the line. 

ID cards for retired military members have an “indefinite” 

expiration date on the front of the card.  On the back of the 

card is an expiration date for medical benefits that expires the 

month prior to you turning age 65.  While your entitlement 

and access to medical benefits do not end after the expiration 

date, it could cause problems if you don‟t update your card. 

Recently an email was received from a member who told of 

his trip to the base pharmacy.  He still used his original retired 

ID card with an expired medical date on the back.  His card 

was confiscated by the pharmacy. 

Turns out, his base hospital implemented a local policy to 

confiscate cards in an effort to get cards updated for those 

over 65 years old. 

In this fast paced, ever changing world, military ID cards 

have undergone several updates over the years, photos get old, 

and some service providers won‟t understand the date on the 

back doesn‟t render the card expired. 

People aren‟t ID card experts.  An ex-

pired date means one thing to most:  

game over. 

Save yourself the potential grief and get a new 

card. 

EtErnal patrol…EtErnal patrol…EtErnal patrol…   

Bernal :Buzz” Stevens 

11 April 1937 — 9 January 2011 

Buzz joined Blueback Base in December 2010, but never 

had the opportunity to attend one of our meeting.  He went 

on Eternal Patrol the Sunday before our January Meeting.  A 

sympathy card was signed by those of us at that meeting and 

sent to his Wife, Evelyn, along with a refund of his National 

and Base Dues. 

He qualified on the USS Sabalo (SS-302) in 1956.  He was 

a Quartermaster 3rd Class when he left the Navy in 1959. 

Sailor rest you oar.  When your final dive is made, and your battery's running low, 

You'll know there lies a boat for you many fathoms here below. 
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MoreMoreMore   FroM tHE CrEw…FroM tHE CrEw…FroM tHE CrEw…   

Dave: 

Here is the picture I promised. 

FTR gang in USS Thornback 

(SS-418).  Late 50‟s out of Key 

West.  That Havana liberty was 

outstanding.  L—R John Hoos-

en, Frank Rusch [Me], Chris 

Krestensen and Stan Mackler.  I 

listed them in case someone was 

recognized. 

Bonus picture — The Master 

Bedroom. 

Frank 

 

RG Walker sends — 

Our teacher asked us what our fa-

vorite animal was, and I said, “Fried 

chicken”. 

She said I wasn‟t funny, but she 

couldn‟t have been right, because 

everyone else in the class laughed. 

My parents told me to always be 

truthful and honest, and I am.  Fried 

chicken is my favorite animal.  I told 

my dad what happened, and he said 

my teacher was probably a member 

of PETA.  He said they love animals 

very much. 

I do, too.  Especially chicken, pork 

and beef.  Anyway, my teacher sent 

me to the principal's office.  I told 

him what happened, and he laughed, 

too.  Then he told me not to do it 

again. 

The next day in class my teacher 

asked me what my favorite live ani-

mal was.  I told her it was chicken.  

She asked me why, just like she‟d 

asked the other children. 

So I told her it was because you 

could make them into fried chicken. 

She sent me back to the principal‟s 

office again.  He laughed, and told 

me not to do it again.  I don‟t under-

stand.  My parents taught me to be 

honest, but my teacher doesn‟t like it 

when I am. 

Today, my teacher asked us to tell 

her what famous person we 

admire most.  I told her, 

“Colonel Sanders”. 

Guess where I am now... 
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Submariner to fly on space shuttle... 

Navy Capt. Stephen G. Bowen, who was executive officer on 

the attack submarine USS Virginia (SSN-774) when he was 

chosen for astronaut training in 2000, has been named to re-

place Timothy L. Kopra on next month‟s scheduled flight of 

the space shuttle Discovery.  Kopra, an Army colonel, was 

replaced because he suffered an injury during a bicycle acci-

dent.  

This will be the third shuttle flight for the 46-year-old Bow-

en, who graduated from MIT with a degree in engineering.  

He traveled to the International Space Station aboard Endeav-

our in November 2008 and conducted three spacewalks, most-

ly to service and repair solar array joints on space station.  

Bowen also was a member of the crew of Atlantis in May 

2010 when the shuttle went to space station to deliver a Rus-

sian                 research module.  Bowen has performed a 

                           total of five spacewalks 

                            on two shuttle flights. 

Taiwan goes to sea in steel coffins... 

Arguably the most hair-raising examples of this are the is-

land‟s two Guppy-class submarines.  Both ex-USS Tusk (SS-

426), and ex-USS Cutlass (SS-478) were built during WW II, 

modernized (Guppy II) during 1949 and continued to be oper-

ated by the USA before being transferred to Taiwan in the 

early 1970‟s. 

They are the oldest serving submarines of any navy on the 

planet, and unsurprisingly, they are beginning to fall apart.  

While Ma‟s Kuomintang (KMT) government wastes its 

breath by persistently requesting the fanciest weapons the US 

has to offer, the clock ticks.  The more often the age-old Gup-

pies leave their port, the likelier is the day they will become 

steel coffins for their crews.  Their deaths, or indeed even 

more so their rescue, could then well bring about weighty re-

percussions for Taiwan‟s political fate. 

This is the state of technology that Taiwan still sends to 

plough the seas in 2010.  Neither the Sea Lion nor the Seal, as 

the Taiwanese Guppies are named, are equipped with torpe-

does; as the boats are used exclusively for training.  During 

naval exercises, the Guppies are assigned to simulate PLAN 

(People‟s Liberation Army Navy - China) subs, allowing sur-

face ships to practice anti-submarine warfare (ASW) tech-

niques.  After an overhaul in the early 1960‟s, the boats could 

dive to 125 meters, yet by the late 1990‟s, a commander 

wouldn‟t have dared to exceed a depth of 60 meters.  

Now, because of the growing fear of accidents, the 

Guppies stay on the ocean‟s surface as 

much as they can. 

tHE lIGHtEr sIDE…tHE lIGHtEr sIDE…tHE lIGHtEr sIDE…   

Good Football Story... 

A man had 50 yard line tickets for the Super Bowl.  As he sat 

down, a man came along and asked him if anyone is sitting in 

the seat next to him.  “No,” he said, “the seat is empty.” 

“This is incredible,” said the man.  “Who in their right mind 

would have a seat like this for the Super Bowl, the biggest 

sporting event in the world, and not use it?” 

Somberly, the man says, “Well... the seat actually belongs to 

me.  I was supposed to come here with my wife, but she 

passed away.  This is the first Super Bowl we have not been 

to together since we got married in 1967." 

“Oh I'm sorry to hear that, that‟s terrible.  But couldn‟t you 

find someone else - a friend or relative or even a neighbor to 

take the seat?” 

The man shakes his head, “No, they‟re all at the funeral.” 

 

What is Celibacy?... 

Celibacy can be a choice in life, or a condition imposed by 

circumstances. 

While attending a Marriage Weekend, Frank and his wife 

Nancy listened to the instructor declare, “It is essential that 

husbands and wives know the things that are important to 

each other.” 

He then addressed the men.  “Can you name and describe 

your wife‟s favorite flower?” 

Frank leaned over, touched Nancy‟s arm gently, and whis-

pered, “Gold Medal-All-Purpose, isn‟t it?” 

And thus began Frank‟s life of celibacy… 

 

A little talk with  God... 

“God, I have a problem.” 

“What‟s the problem, Eve?” 

“I know that You created me and provided this beautiful gar-

den and all of these wonderful animals, as well as that hilari-

ous comedic snake, but I‟m just not happy.” 

“And why is that Eve?” 

“God, I am lonely, and I‟m sick to death of apples.” 

“Well, Eve, in that case, I have a solution.  I shall create a 

man for you.” 

“Man?  What is that, Lord?” 

“A flawed creature, with many bad traits.  He‟ll lie, cheat and 

be vain; all in all, he‟ll give you a hard time.  But he‟ll be big-

ger, faster and will like to hunt and kill things. 

I‟ll create him in such a way that he will satisfy your physical 

needs.  He will be witless and will revel in childish things like 

fighting and kicking a ball about.  He won‟t be as smart as 

you, so he will also need your advice to think properly.” 

“Sounds great.” says Eve, with cynically raised eyebrows, 

“but what‟s the catch, Lord?” 

“Well ... you can have him on one condition.” 

“And what‟s that, Lord?” 

“As I said, he‟ll be proud, arrogant and self-admiring ... so 

you‟ll have to let him believe that I made him first.” 

“And it will have to be our little secret . . .  you know, wom-

an to woman.” 


