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Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

10 February 2011 

1900—Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, 

Ray Lough. 

Invocation — Arlo Gatchel. 

Pledge of Allegiance led — Ray Lough. 

Tolling of the lost boats for January — Larry 

Johnson and JD Corbett. 

Moment of Silence for Departed Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed — Ray 

Lough 

Introductions — All. 

January minutes were approved. 

Secretary report (E-Board Minutes — Dave 

Vrooman. 

Treasurer report — Collie Collins. 

Base Commander Report: 

Attended Memorials for Submariners and other 

Veterans 

The monthly Memorial Service at Willamette 

National Cemetery is at 1400 on 24 February.  

Lets out number the Marines. 

Dick Hansen is undergoing treatment for cancer. 

New Business: 

Caps-for Kids was discussed.  It was decided to 

table this discussion until more research into it 

can be done. 

The E-Board approved the purchase of a package 

of Submarine based greeting cards to be used 

for binnacle list, eternal patrol, etc. 

Volunteers needed to attend the Bald Eagle Festi-

val Days in Cathlamet, WA on 16 July.  Con-

tact Ray Lough if you are planning to attend. 

Old Business: 

It was reported that base raffles are not a problem 

as long as they do not exceed $10,000. 

Boat Sponsorship program.  Waiting to hear from 

the national coordinator about details. 

Bill Bryan finished framing the ―41 for Freedom‖ 

poster.  It will be hung in the hall. 

The Submarine Birthday Lunch will be held at the 

Old Spaghetti Factory (See Page 3) 

Good of the Order: 

Gary Webb reported that he has established a 

Blueback Base page on facebook.  Go to face-

book and search for —blueback submarine base 

Reggie Seel commented on the book about the 

FBM experience, 41 For Freedom, written by 

brother of the phin Dale Schoepflin. 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

George Hager talked about some of the entertain-

ers that visited his ship during WWII. 

A hardy thank you goes out to all of the women 

who provided the taco dinner at this months 

meeting. 

Geri Collins reported that the next meal would be 

a ―picnic‘ at the June meeting.  That couples 

who provide future meals will not pay for them 

and that the money brought for meals would be 

used to help fund the Christmas party. 

Arlo Gatchel is having trouble arranging a tour of 

a boat up in Bangor because he is not able to 

make contact with them due to his work sched-

ule.  He needs a volunteer to take over for him 

and make the arrangements.  Contact him if you 

can help out. 

Bill Bryan has located a source of hats that can be 

embroidered with your boat‘s name, dolphins, or 

just about anything else you would want on it.  

They will cost you $17.00 each.  See our store-

keeper to order yours. 

Benediction — Arlo Gatchel 

1955—Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 32 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr.; Bur-

gess; Carneau; Collins, Collie; Collins, Ron; 

Corbett; Crosby; Curtis; Darkes; Davis; Fong; 

Gatchel; Hager; Johnson, Larry; Lee; Lough; 

Marr; Miller; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; Savage; 

Schultz; Seel; Smart; Smith; Soderback; Stowe; 

Thrall; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; and 

Whitmarsh. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Base Secretary 
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Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  ———   MarchMarchMarch   

USS Perch (SS-176) — Lost on 3 March 1942 near 
Java with no immediate loss of life while on her 1st 
war patrol.  She survived 2 severe depth charging's 
in less than 200 feet of water by 3 Japanese de-
stroyers.  The crew abandoned the boat and scut-
tled her.  Of the 61 Officers and Men taken prisoner, 
53 survived the war. 

USS Grampus (SS-207) — Lost on 5 March 1943 with 
the loss of 72 Officers and Men on her 6th war pa-
trol.  She was lost in Vella Gulf, sunk after engaging 
2 Japanese destroyers. 

USS H-1 (SS-28) — Lost on 12 March 1920 with the 
loss of 4 Men as they tried to swim ashore after 
grounding on a shoal off Santa Margarita Island, off 
the coast of Baja California, Mexico.  USS Vestal 
(AR-4), pulled H-1 off the rocks in the morning of 
24 Mach, only to have her sink 45 minutes later in 
some 50 feet of water.  She was originally named 
USS Seawolf before becoming H-1. 

USS Triton (SS-201) — Lost on 15 March 1943 with 
the loss of 74 Officers and Men.  She was sunk 
north of the Admiralty Islands during a fight with 3 
Japanese destroyers.  Triton was the 1st boat to 
engage the enemy in December 1941 off Wake Is-
land, sinking 9 ships, 1 submarine and a destroyer. 

USS Kete (SS-369) — Lost on 20 March 1945 with the 
loss of 87 Officers and Men at the end of her 2nd 
war patrol.  Probably sunk near Okinawa, by a Japa-
nese submarine that itself was subsequently lost. 

USS F-4 (SS-23) — Lost on 25 March 1915 with the 
loss of 21 Officers and Men (the entire crew).  She 
foundered 1 ½ miles off of Honolulu when acid cor-
rosion of the lead lining of the battery well let sea-
water in, causing loss of control.  She was the first 
commissioned submarine of the U.S. Navy to be lost 
at sea.  She was raised in August of 1915. 

USS Tullibee (SS-284) — Lost on 26 March 1944 with 
the loss of 79 Officers and Men on her 4th war pa-
trol.  It is believed she was a victim of a circular run 
by one of her own torpedoes.  The lookout was the 
only survivor and he survived the war as a Japanese 
prisoner. 

USS Trigger (SS-237) — Lost on 26 March 1945 with 
the loss of 91 Officers and Men on her 12th war pa-
trol.  She was lost during a combined attack by Jap-

anese antisubmarine vessels and aircraft.  Trigger 
ranked 7th in total tonnage sunk and tied for 8th in 
number of ships sunk. 

BasE CommanDEr’s CornEr— 

Coming up we will be celebrating another birthday of the 

Submarine Service.  There are among us men who have seen 

the service change in so many ways.  The famous Chester 

Nimitz, a submariner himself, had to fight the old Naval bu-

reaucracy to get a larger submarine for the sea battles in the 

Pacific in WWII.  How he would marvel if he could see the 

modern Missile boats of today.  He would probably smile 

when looking at the SSN‘s of today as they are just a little 

larger than the Tambour –class of his day.  Yes, you ―old 

boat‖ sailors give the younger ―nuc boat‖ sailors a hard time 

and you curse Rickover for being the SOB that he had to be 

against Congressional bureaucracy of today but when you 

read about Nimitz you discover he had the same set of cir-

cumstances.  He was up against an Admiralty that thought the 

Battleship and Aircraft Carrier was the way to win the war.  

Nimitz prevailed and 6 Tambour class boats were built.  This 

class went on to prove that the bigger boat was able to stay at 

sea longer and carry the war to Japanese waters.  As we think 

about those young men that have gone before, I can‘t help but 

think what would they say with this ―new submarine service‖ 

that will invariably include women aboard and the possible 

return of the diesel powered submarine? 

If you have any comments e-mail me or come to the next 

meeting and we‘ll talk about it, over a 

drink………or two. 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base  

Submarine Birthday Lunch— 

The base elected to have the annual Submarine Birthday 

Lunch at the Old Spaghetti Factory again this year.  It is locat-

ed at 12725 S.E. 93rd Ave, Clackamas, Oregon  Not far from 

Sunnyside Road and Clackamas Town Center.  It is about a 5 

minute walk from the MAX Green Line, Clackamas Town 

Center Transit Center. 

Details will be available at the March Meeting and there will 

be a menu and map published in the April Sanitary. 

The lunch will be held on Sunday, 10 April 2011 commenc-

ing at 1130.  But get there early! 

The cost will be $10.00 per person, with the Base making up  

any difference in the cost of your meal.  Drinks from the bar 

will be paid for by the individual. 

Please make checks in the amount of $10.00 per person paya-

ble to Blueback Sub Vets 

Send payment ASAP to: 

David Vrooman 

100 SW 195th Unit #6 

Beaverton, OR 97006-1954 
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This month in submarine history This month in submarine history This month in submarine history ———   

March… 

11 March 1898 - USS (Holland VI) (SS-1) began sea trials. 

4 March 1917 - The Appropriations Act of 1917 added eight-

een more boats to the submarine construction program.  The 

Navy used resources from the Naval Emergency Fund for 

twenty more. 

25 March 1918 - the first submarine taken under depth 

charge attack was USS L-10 (SS-50).  The attack took place 

off the East coast of the U.S.  The attacker dropped two 300# 

depth charges which severely shook the submarine.  The at-

tacker, however, was a U.S. destroyer.  The sub surfaced and 

fired a recognition flare to stop the attack. 

1 March 1944 - USS Hammerhead (SS-364) commissioned 

at Manitowoc Shipbuilding Company, Manitowoc, WI; 

Comdr. J. C. Martin commanding. 

17 March 1959 - USS Skate (SSN-578) surfaced at the North 

Pole after completing a historic under-ice voyage to reach her 

destination.  She also committed the ashes of the famed ex-

plorer Sir Hubert Wilkins to the Arctic waste.  When the sub-

marine returned to port, she was awarded a bronze star in lieu 

of a second Navy Unit Commendation for demonstrating ―. . . 

for the first time the ability of submarines to operate in and 

under the Arctic ice in the dead of winter . . .‖ 

7 March 1979 - USS Alexander Hamilton (SSBN-617) be-

came tangled in the nets of a Scottish fishing trawler in the 

sound of Jura off the west coast of Scotland.  She towed the 

trawler backward for about 45 minutes until the nets were cut.  

No injuries or serious damage resulted. 

13 March 1986 - USS Nathanael Greene (SSBN-636) ran 

aground in the Irish Sea, suffering external damage to her bal-

last tanks and rudder.  A spokesman for the U.S. Navy said 

―There was no effect on the propulsion, no injuries and no 

damage to the Poseidon nuclear missiles.‖  The submarine 

initially sailed to Holy Loch, Scotland, under her own power 

for emergency repairs.  She left Scotland on 25 April and 

traveled submerged to Charleston, SC.  The extent of the 

damage subsequently lead to a decision to decommission the 

vessel, partly in order to satisfy SALT II limitations.  

6 March 1995 - USS-Skate (SSN-578) disposition complete 

by Nuclear Powered Ship and Submarine Recycling Program 

(NPSSRP) at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, WA. 

12 March 2004 - USS Virginia (SSN-774) successfully com-

pleted a test of her torpedo tubes at General Dynamics Elec-

tric Boat Division's shipyard, Groton, CT, firing a dozen dum-

my torpedoes into the Thames River. The two-day evolution 

brought the submarine, the first in a new class of fast-attack 

boats, closer to her sea trials, which were slated for the spring. 

Cutlass for Chiefs... 

From Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- The chief of naval operations ap-

proved Navy Uniform Board recommendations 25 January 

2011.  The recommendations include, among other changes, a 

new cutlass for chiefs. 

―Whether addressing new proposals or updating old regula-

tions to the current operating environment, the Uniform Board 

has taken input from the fleet and provided the best recom-

mendations and proposed solutions for CNO‘s approval,‖ said 

Capt. William Park, head, Officer Personnel Plans and Policy, 

who also oversees the Uniform Matters Office. ―The result is 

a set of adaptive uniform regulations that maintains the pro-

fessional appearance of our Sailors.‖ 

Designed to be worn by members of an official party during 

ceremonies requiring officers to wear swords, the chief petty 

officer (CPO) cutlass may be the most visible of the an-

nounced uniform changes.  With a twenty-six inch stainless 

steel blade and four laser engraved CPO anchors (CPO, 

SCPO, MCPO and MCPON) on the base, the new cutlass is 

expected to be available for purchase in August.  As an op-

tional uniform item, the Uniform 

Board sought to ensure uniformity in 

appearance by directing the cutlass to 

be worn only when all members of an 

official party are wearing swords.  

U.S. Navy Bids Farewell to USS Los Angeles... 

BREMERTON, WA:  4 February marked the end of an era 

for the ―Silent Service‖ as USS Los Angeles (SSN 688), the 

first of the world‘s largest class of nuclear-powered subma-

rines, underwent her final decommissioning at Puget Sound 

Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance Facility. 

Cmdr. Steven Harrison, Los Angeles‘ last commanding of-

ficer, was joined by Capt. Mark Whitney, commander of 

PSNS and IMF; and Capt. Dan Prince, chief of staff for Sub-

marine Group 9; as the submarine‘s commissioning pennant 

was hauled down and the watch secured for the last time, end-

ing Los Angeles‘ 34 years of service. 

Thirty-four years ago, a crew similar to this one ran aboard 

Los Angeles, bringing life to this steel body,‖ said Lt. Cmdr. 

Darrel Lewis, Los Angeles‘ executive officer and master of 

ceremonies for the event.  ―Today, we reluctantly bid her 

farewell.‖ 

Launched in 1974 and commissioned 13November 1976, 

Los Angeles was the first of a new class of fast-attack subma-

rines, intended as an eventual replacement for the Navy‘s 

Skipjack-, Permit- and Sturgeon-class SSNs.  A total of 62 

Los Angeles-class submarines were constructed between 

1972 and 1996, making the class the largest nuclear-powered 

submarine class in the world. 

In his final remarks as Los Angeles‘ commander, Harrison 

recalled the frontline role played by Los Angeles and other 

(Continued on page 5) 
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submarines of her class during the Cold War. 

―The ship served proudly, as well as all the other remaining 

ships of the class, and contributed to victory in the (Cold) 

War in ways the general public will never know about,‖ said 

Harrison. 

The fourth U.S. Navy ship to bear the name – the others were 

a World War I tanker (ID 1470), an airship (ZR 3) and a Cold 

War-era heavy cruiser (CA 135) – Los Angeles received 

many honors during her three decades of service, including 

seven Battle Efficiency Awards, seven Meritorious Unit 

Commendations and one Navy Unit Commendation. She 

made 16 deployments, participating in four Rim of the Pacific 

(RIMPAC) multinational exercises. 

Los Angeles also made history in May 1977 when President 

Jimmy Carter, the only U.S. president to qualify in subma-

rines, and his wife Rosalynn joined Adm. Hyman Rickover 

for an at-sea demonstration of the submarine‘s capabilities. 

Los Angeles‘ farewell process began 23 January when the 

ship‘s public decommissioning ceremony took place at the 

Port of Los Angeles.  Placed ―in commission, in reserve,‖ Los 

Angeles transited north to PSNS and IMF to begin the inacti-

vation process. 

In taking custody of Los Angeles, Whitney promised that 

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance 

Facility would honor the submarine‘s history. 

―The inactivation and retiring of ships is an important ele-

ment of our business,‖ said Whitney.  ―But one of the im-

portant elements we don‘t actually talk about an awful lot 

when we are executing the work is one of the things we hold 

very sacred – that is, we will respect the honor and we will 

preserve the legacy of your ship.‖  ―We are proud to be the 

final crew of the USS Los Angeles,‖ said 

Harrison. 

The Los Angeles class was followed by the 

Seawolf- and Virginia-class submarines. 

(Continued from page 4) 

WWII Southwest Regional... 

All are invited — Sub Vets WWII and USSVI.  This may be 

the last one.  Contact me, Sanitary Editor, if you need an ap-

plication or more information. 

Sub’s top enlisted sailor fired after DUI arrest... 

Firings continue, but not exclusively in the Officer Ranks.  

The top enlisted sailor on a Pearl Harbor-based nuclear sub-

marine has been fired after his arrest on a drunken driving 

charge. 

The Associated Press 

HONOLULU — 

The top enlisted sailor on a Pearl Harbor-based nuclear sub-

marine has been fired after his arrest on a drunken driving 

charge. 

Senior Chief Petty Officer Savan Patel, with 14 years ser-

vice, was relieved as chief of the boat on the USS Louisville 

(SSN-724) on 5 January by the vessel‘s top officer, Cmdr. 

Lee Sisco.  The Pacific Fleet Submarine Force told The Hon-

olulu Star-Advertiser that Sisco had lost confidence in Patel‘s 

ability to serve. 

Police arrested the 32-year-old Patel on 4 January after he 

was stopped on the H-1 freeway.  He posted $500 bail and 

was released.  Court records show that Patel has had several 

traffic violations since being stationed at Pearl Harbor.  He 

was cited for speeding and operating a mobile device while 

driving and crossing a broken white line on one occasion and 

with making an improper turn at an intersection in 2007. 

Patel has served on three Los Angeles-class submarines be-

fore his 2009 assignment to the 361-foot Louisville in charge 

of 150 enlisted sailors. 

She is the 37th LOS ANGELES class attack submarine and 

the 21st boat in that class built by Electric Boat.  

She was launched on 14 December 1985 

sponsored by Mrs. Kinnaird McKee, and 

commissioned on 8 November 1986. 
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support our troops…support our troops…support our troops… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive ―care packages‖ from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

You can also download a PDF order form from our web site:  http://www.bluebackbase.org 

The Ten Most Dangerous Things On A Submarine… 

Stu Crosby sends — 

10. AN A-GANGER THAT CAN ACTUALLY READ. 

9.   AN ENGINEMAN WITH ANYTHING ELECTRICAL. 

8.  THE 3‖ LAUNCHER AND ANYTHING THAT GOES 

IN IT. 

7.   THE COB (NUFF SAID). 

6.   ANY TIME A LT SAYS ― I WAS JUST THINKING…‖ 

5.  AN ENSIGN WHO SAYS ― BASED ON MY EXPERI-

ENCE.....‖ 

4.  ANY OF THE UN-ENLIGHTENED GROUP KNOWN 

AS NON-QUALS. 

3.  A SONARMAN WHO SAYS ― TRUST ME, IT‘S BIO-

LOGICS.‖ 

2.   A SKINNY COOK. 

1.   ANYBODY SAYING ― HEY WATCH THIS S*** !‖ 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Binnacle List Binnacle List Binnacle List ———   

Kathy Corbett — 

On Valentine‘s Day she had both of her knees replaced.  

Kathy‘s operation was a great success.  She came home 

Thursday morning and is doing very well.  Besides walking 

all over the place with her walker and doing her exercises, she 

is getting in and out of our car with only the walker as her 

helper.  She is able to swing her legs in and out by herself. 

Thanks for your concern and prayers.  We hope to see you at 

the next meeting. 

JD & Kathy 

 

Dick Hansen — 

He is undergoing treatment for cancer and is currently doing 

well. 

Gary Thrall (L) 
& 

Stu Crosby (R) 

received their Holland Club Certificates 
from Base Commander, Ray Lough at the 

February meeting 

Congratulations! 

Bob Lee provided Roses at the Submarine Veteran‘s Valentines 

Luncheon, on 16 February to all the ladies in attendance and to 

those, like Larry Johnson, who did not bring a guest to take home 

to their Valentine. 

There was a discussion as to whether or not we should alternate 

future luncheons between Wednesdays and Saturdays so that those 

not available during the week could come to the luncheon if it was 

held on a Saturday. 

Please let me know if you would be interested in a Saturday 

luncheon.  E-Mail the editor or let me know at the March meeting. 
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From the Crew From the Crew From the Crew ———   

RG Walker sends — 

The 98-year-old Mother Superior from Ireland was dying.  

The nuns gathered around her bed trying to make her last 

journey comfortable. 

They gave her some warm milk to drink but she refused. 

Then one of the nuns took the glass back to the kitchen.  Re-

membering a bottle of Bushmills received as a gift the previ-

ous Christmas, she opened and poured a generous amount of 

the whiskey into the warm milk. 

Back at Mother Superior‘s bed, she held the glass to her lips. 

Mother drank a little, then a little more and before they knew 

it, she had drunk the whole glass down to the last drop. 

―Mother,‖ the nuns asked with earnest, ―Please give us some 

words of wisdom before you die.‖ 

She raised herself up in bed and with a pious look on her face 

said, ―Don‘t sell that cow.‖ 

 

Walters sends — 

I was testing children in my Dublin Sunday school class to 

see if they understood the concept of getting to heaven.  I 

asked them, ―If I sold my house and my car, had a big 

garage sale and gave all my money to the church, would that 

get me into heaven?‖ 

―NO!‖ the children answered. 

―If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden, and 

kept everything tidy, would that get me into heaven?‖ 

Again, the answer was ―NO!‖ 

By now I was starting to smile.  ―Well, then, if I was kind 

to animals and gave sweets to all the children, and loved 

my husband, would that get me into heaven?‖ 

Again, they all answered ―NO!‖ 

I was just bursting with pride for them.  I continued, ―Then 

how can I get into heaven?‖ 

A six year-old boy shouted out: ―YUV GOTTA BE FOOKN' 

DEAD....‖ 

It‘s a curious race, the Irish. 

 

A Human Interest Story — 

All golfers should live so long as to be this kind of old man 

Toward the end of the Sunday service, the Minister asked, 

―How many of you have forgiven your enemies?‖  80% held 

up their hands. 

The Minister then repeated his question.  All responded this 

time, except one man, an avid golfer named Walter Banes, 

who attended church only when the weather was bad.  ―Mr. 

Banes, it‘s obviously not a good morning for golf.  It‘s good 

to see you here today.  Are you not willing to forgive your 

enemies?‖ 

―I don't have any,‖ he replied gruffly.‖ 

Mr. Banes, that is very unusual. How old are you? 

―Ninety-eight,‖ he replied. 

The congregation stood up and clapped their hands. 

―Oh, Mr. Banes, would you please come down in front & tell 

us all how a person can live ninety-eight years & not have an 

enemy in the world?‖ 

The old golfer tottered down the aisle, stopped in front of the 

pulpit, turned around, faced the congregation, and said simply, 

―I outlived all the sons of bitches.‖ 

 

The Irish wrestler — 

A Russian and an Irish wrestler were set to square off for the 

Olympic gold medal.  Before the final match, the Irish wres-

tler‘s trainer came to him and said ―Now, don‘t forget all the 

research we‘ve done on this Russian.  He‘s never lost a match 

because of this ‗pretzel‘ hold he has. ‗Whatever you do, do 

not let him get you in that hold!‘ If he does, you‘re finished.‖ 

The Irishman nodded in acknowledgement. 

As the match started, the Irishman and the Russian circled 

each other several times, looking for an opening.  All of a sud-

den, the Russian lunged forward, grabbing the Irishman and 

wrapping him up in the dreaded pretzel hold.  A sigh of disap-

pointment arose from the crowd and the trainer buried his face 

in his hands, for he knew all was lost.  He couldn‘t watch the 

inevitable happen. 

Suddenly, there was a Long, High Pitched Scream, then a 

cheer from the crowd and the trainer raised his eyes just in 

time to watch the Russian go flying up in the air.  His back hit 

the mat with a thud and the Irishman collapsed on top of him, 

making the pin and winning the match. 

The trainer was astounded.  When he finally got his wrestler 

alone, he asked ―How did you ever get out of that hold?  No 

one has ever done it before!‖ 

The wrestler answered '―Well, I was ready to give up when 

he got me in that hold but at the last moment, I opened my 

eyes and saw this pair of testicles right in front of my face.  I 

had nothing to lose so with my last ounce of strength, I 

stretched out my neck and bit those babies just as hard as I 

could.‖ 

The trainer exclaimed ―That‘s what finished him off?‖ 

―Not really. You‘d be amazed how strong you get when you 

bite your own nuts.‖ 

 

A tough-looking biker was riding his Harley when he sees a 

girl about to jump off a bridge so he stops. 

―What are you doing?‖ he asks. 

―I‘m going to commit suicide,‖ she says. 

While he did not want to appear insensitive, he didn‘t want to 

miss an opportunity so he asked, ―Well, before you jump, why 

don't you give me a kiss?‖  So, she does. 

After she‘s finished, the biker says, ―Wow!  That was the 

best kiss I have ever had.  That‘s a real talent you are wasting.  

You could be famous!  Why are you committing suicide?‖ 

―My parents don‘t like me dressing up like a girl.‖ 
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Women on Submarines… 

by Brandon Mejias—Gator Gazette, Exambia High School, Pensacola, FL 

Throughout American history, particularly in the last fifty 

years, women have made great strides towards obtaining 

equal rights as men.  During the 1990‘s, women in the United 

States Navy (USN) began to serve on combatant vessels but 

were banned from serving on submarines.  Allowing women 

to serve on submarines with men is indubitably wrong and 

will ultimately stall military progress.  America‘s covert ves-

sels, the ―Silent Service‖, should not have to accommodate 

pregnancies causing manpower shortages or the social com-

plications that arise from placing men and women in such 

close quarters, an issue far too common and costly on surface 

combatants.  The pressure from feminists and liberal organi-

zations to place women on submarines is strictly a political 

decision, not a practical one.  If women are allowed to serve 

on submarines, the USN will soon reap the consequences for 

bowing to political correctness. 

Unintended pregnancies have been an ongoing problem for 

USN surface vessels, and the issue is worsening.  According 

to the Center for Military Readiness, ―Operational deferments 

for pregnancy increased from 1,770 to 3,125… from June 

2006 to August 2008.‖  This same issue could be seen on sub-

marines too.  When a woman becomes twenty weeks preg-

nant, she can no longer serve aboard a vessel, and a manpow-

er shortage is the consequence for her leaving (Chief of Naval 

Operations).  This removal causes other shipmates to have to 

do all of their work with the addition of the work that the fe-

male is no longer completing.  Aside from the difficulty of 

manpower shortages, pregnancies can become complicated.  

Submarines are ill prepared for ―ruptured ectopic pregnancy 

and hemorrhagic spontaneous abortion‖, which ―require 

emergency surgery and blood replacement‖ (Center for Mili-

tary Readiness).  Some make the claim that men suffering 

injuries aboard a vessel is virtually the same situation as a 

woman becoming pregnant.  However, these scenarios are 

very different.  Corpsmen serve aboard vessels as doctors 

trained in dealing with injuries, and submarines have func-

tioned well with this system for many years.  Yet, Corpsmen 

are not trained to deal with pregnancies.  How can a pregnant 

woman obtain the treatment she needs if she finds she is preg-

nant while her unit is deployed?  Women‘s pregnancies dis-

rupt military missions and could place whole submarine divi-

sions in troubling situations. 

Fraternization in the USN is certainly not a new issue being 

dealt with.  Many cases have occurred over the years since 

women first started to serve, and all ―unduly familiar personal 

relationships between officers and enlisted members‖ are pro-

hibited by the USN Naval Inspector General.  The social com-

plications arising from this issue distract from military mis-

sions and duties. Placing men and women together in the tight 

quarters of a submarine will more than likely result in these 

complications, causing military progress to falter.  Senior 

Chief Petty Officer, Eddy Mejias, a twenty-three year navy 

veteran who has served on various surface combatants knows 

this all too well. 

―In my experience, loss of female sailors due to pregnancy 

and fraternization issues has caused significant negative im-

pacts on mission, manpower, and costs to taxpayers,‖ said 

Mejias, who explained that he has experienced firsthand the 

impacts of fraternization and other social complications 

caused from the service of women aboard USN vessels.  If 

women are placed on submarines, these same issues could 

arise. 

Placing women on submarines is not a practical or operation-

al decision.  The USN is following politically correct stand-

ards influenced by progressive members of Congress.  Cur-

rently, there is no need for women on submarines, as opera-

tions are already performed correctly without women.  The 

Rear Admiral and Commander of Submarine Group 10, Barry 

Bruner, recently made this argument in the Gosport, a local 

naval publication. 

―Putting women on submarines is the right thing to do,‖ said 

Bruner. ―It‘s not because it‘s politically correct.‖  However, 

putting women on submarines is politically correct.  Progres-

sives further argue that women can perform just as well as 

men do and even outperform men. 

Senior Chief Mejias refutes this claim saying, ―The issue is 

not about equality or whether a woman can perform as well as 

a man.  The problem is social.  The navy didn‘t need women 

[as combatants]; it wasn‘t as if there was a shortage of quali-

fied men.  It was strictly political.‖  Progressives can deny the 

truth, but doing so does not change the facts.  The decision to 

place women on submarines is not a decision based on perfor-

mance as many argue, only political. 

Without a doubt, women who serve in the United States Na-

vy deserve a tremendous amount of respect from the Ameri-

can public for their service and patriotism, and they have 

proved themselves capable.  However, the decision for allow-

ing women to serve on submarines needs to be a practical one, 

not a political decision based on equality or capability.  Just 

because women can perform the duties of submariners does 

not mean they should. The possible and likely consequences 

of this decision need to be thoroughly thought out before 

harsh situations occur for the navy in the ―Silent Service‖. 

Many of these issues could remove the silence from Ameri-

ca‘s covert submarines, and naval missions could experience 

failures. 

China: Submarine crew submerge selves for 

greater good... 

BEIJING, China — Generations of commanders and crew 

members with the People‘s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy 

submarine fleet have devoted themselves to the development 

of China‘s sea-based nuclear deterrent, a Chinese newspaper 

said in a rare behind-the-scenes report on the low-profile 

force. 

As one of the most mysterious components of the PLA, the 

daily lives of commanders and crews on the country‘s subma-

(Continued on page 11) 
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The Lighter Side The Lighter Side The Lighter Side ———   

A glass of Wine… 

 To paraphrase W.C.. Fields, ―Don‘t drink water because 

fish screw in it.‖ 

 To my friends who enjoy a glass of wine... and those who 

don‘t…  As Ben Franklin said:  In wine there is wisdom, 

in beer there is freedom, in water there is bacteria. 

 In a number of carefully controlled trials, scientists have 

demonstrated that if we drink 1 liter of water each day, at 

the end of the year we would have absorbed more than 1 

kilo of Escherichia coli, (E. coli) - bacteria found in feces.  

In other words, we are consuming 1 kilo of poop. 

However, we do NOT run that risk when drinking wine & 

beer (or tequila, rum, whiskey or other liquor) because alco-

hol has to go through a purification process of boiling, filter-

ing and/or fermenting. 

Remember:  Water = Poop, Wine = Health. 

Therefore, it‘s better to drink wine and talk stupid, than to 

drink water and be full of s***. 

There is no need to thank me for this valuable information:  

I‘m doing it as a public service! 

 

Now you know… 

So why did the English wear red coats in battle? 

A long time ago, Britain and France were at war. During one 

battle, the French captured an English colonel. They took him 

to their headquarters, and the French general began to ques-

tion him. 

Finally, as an afterthought, the French general asked, "Why 

do you English officers all wear red coats? Don't you know 

the red material makes you easier targets for us to shoot at?" 

In his bland English way, the officer informed the general 

that the reason English officers wear red coats is so that if 

they are shot, the blood won't show, and the men they are 

leading won't panic. 

And that is why, from that day to this, all French Army offic-

ers wear brown trousers. 

 

Define STRESS... 

You pick up a hitchhiker, a beautiful girl.  Suddenly she 

faints inside your car and you take her to hospital.  Now that‘s 

stressful.  But at the hospital , they say she is pregnant & con-

gratulate you that you are going to be a father.  You say that 

you are not the father, but the girl says you are.  This is get-

ting very stressful, 

So then...... you request a DNA test to prove that you are not 

the father.  After the tests are completed, the doctor says that 

you are infertile, and probably have been since birth.  You are 

extremely stressed but relieved. 

On your way back home, you think about your 3 kids at 

home. 

NOW THAT‘S STRESS!! 

rines have barely been reported. 

However, a recent feature 

in Beijing-based Science 

and Technology Daily shed 

a spotlight on the succes-

sion of crews that have 

worked underwater for 

more than 46 years on the 

submarine that once con-

ducted the test launch 

marking China‘s sea-based 

nuclear deterrent. 

The feature, titled ―Forging the Underwater Sword for the 

Republic‖, depicted the tremendous sacrifice, the remarkable 

dedication and the huge contribution that commanders and 

crew members on the Changcheng 200 submarine have made 

to the motherland‘s national defense. 

Changcheng 200, or Great Wall 200, reportedly entered ser-

vice in September 1964 and later conducted test launches for 

sea-based missiles.  The submarine belongs to the North Sea 

Fleet. 

On 12 October 1982, the submarine conducted China‘s first 

underwater test launch for a carrier rocket, which was inter-

preted by many foreign military analysts as showing China‘s 

capability to launch a sea-based nuclear counterattack. 

The submarine has set multiple records, including the longest 

service time and the highest number of missile launches in the 

history of the PLA Navy submarine fleet. 

But the name Changcheng 200 never appeared in the media 

until 4 August 2010, when Chinese President Hu Jintao, also 

the Central Military Commission chairman, signed an order to 

award it the honorary title ―Vanguard Submarine of Underwa-

ter Test Launches‖. 

The submarine‘s honors include more than 60 citations and 

three second-class collective merits, said the Science and 

Technology Daily report, which also gave several touching 

examples of the servicemen. 

In one instance, Wang Hao, a former electrician on the sub-

marine, gave up several well-paid job offers in lucrative or 

easy businesses, and chose to follow the cause of his father, 

who was one of China‘s first submarine crew members. 

Almost all the seamen on the submarine have written wills 

before setting out for dangerous missions, the report added. 

In return for their contribution, nine commanders and crew 

members were awarded the title of second-class meritorious 

serviceman and 63 third-class merits were given to genera-

tions of these naval warriors. 

Many low-level crew members have become specialists in 

their assigned professions, the report said, singling out weap-

on officer Zhang Haijun as a model soldier-turned-expert. 

Zhang reportedly used all his off-duty time studying aerody-

namics and missile technologies and his efforts finally 

reached fruition in a set of missile textbooks. 


