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Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 12 May 2011 
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NO CHOW THIS MONTH 
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The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

10 April2011 

1130—A short meeting was held prior to the Submarine 

Birthday Luncheon: 

Dan Mallery received his Holland Club Membership 

and 15 Year Base Longevity pin from Base Com-

mander, Ray Lough. 

Congratulations Dan and thanks for coming over 

from Walla Walla!! 

We had 60 members and guests at this year‟s lunch-

eon. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Base Secretary 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members to pay for a nametag. 

Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  Lost Boats,  ———   MayMayMay   

USS Lagarto (SS-371) — Lost on 3 May 1945 with the 

loss of 86 Officers and Men.  The 371 boat was on her 
2nd war patrol near the Gulf of Siam where it is believed 

she was sunk by a radar equipped minelayer.  Japanese 
records state that during the night of 3-4 May, the mine 

layer Hatsutaka attacked an U.S. submarine in that area.  
The USS Baya (SS-318) was in the area and tried to 

contact the Lagarto but had no response from her.  Two 

weeks later the USS Hawkbill (SS-366) sank this Japa-
nese minelayer. 

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) — Lost on 22 May 1968 with 

the loss of 99 Officers and Men.  The boat contained a 

treasure-trove of highly sophisticated spy gear and spy 

manuals, two nuclear-tipped torpedoes, and a nuclear 
propulsion system.  The best available evidence indicates 

that Scorpion sank in the Atlantic Ocean at approxi-
mately 1844Z while in transit across the Atlantic Ocean 

from Gibraltar to her home port at Norfolk, Virginia. The 

wreck of Scorpion is reported to be resting on a sandy 
seabed at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean in approxi-

mately 9,800ft of water.  The site is reported to be ap-
proximately 400nmi southwest of the Azores Islands, on 

the eastern edge of the Sargasso Sea.  Several hypothe-

ses about the cause of her loss have been advanced, but 
as the 1968 report initially stated, no one is likely ever to 

“conclusively” determine the cause of the loss. 

USS Squalus (SS-192) — Lost on 23 May 1939 with the 

loss of 24 Officers and men along with 2 civilian electri-

cians.  33 were rescued including 1 civilian naval archi-
tect.  Squalus suffered a catastrophic valve failure dur-

ing a test dive off the Isle of Shoals ( a group of small 
islands and tidal ledges situated approximately 6 miles off 

the east coast of the United States straddling the border 
of the states of New Hampshire and Maine).  Partially 

flooded, the submarine sank to the bottom and came to 

rest keel down in 240 feet of water. Commander Charles 
Momsen and Navy divers on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) 

rescued  most of the crew using the diving bell he invent-
ed.  Later Squalus was raised and re-commissioned as 

the USS Sailfish (SS-192).  In an ironic turn of fate, 

Sailfish sank the Japanese aircraft carrier Chuyo carrying 
21 surviving crew members from the USS Sculpin (SS-
191), which had located Squalus in 1939.  Only one of 
these men survived after spending the rest of the war as 

a slave laborer in Japan  

USS Stickleback (SS-415) — Lost on 29 May 1958 with 

no loss of life.  On 28 May 1958, Stickleback was partic-

ipating in an antisubmarine warfare exercise with USS 
Silverstein (DE-534) and a torpedo retriever boat in 

the Hawaiian area.  The exercises continued into the af-
ternoon of the next day when the submarine completed a 

simulated torpedo run on Silverstein. As Stickleback 
was going to a safe depth, she lost power and broached 
approximately 200yds (180m) ahead of the destroyer 

escort.  Silverstein backed full and put her rudder hard 
left in an effort to avoid a collision but holed the subma-

rine on her port side.  Stickleback's crew was removed 

by the retriever boat and combined efforts were made by 
Silverstein, USS Sabalo (SS-302), USS Sturtevant 
(DE-239), and USS Greenlet (ASR-10), to save the 
stricken submarine.  The rescue ships put lines around 

her, but compartment after compartment flooded 
and, at 1857 on 29 May 1958, Stickleback sank 

in 1,800 fathoms of water.  Stickleback was 

struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 30 June 
1958. 

BasE CommanDEr’s CornEr— 

Heroes:  Just what does that term mean?  My trusty Web-

ster‟s Dictionary has 3 definitions of hero.  Two of them deal 

with mythology or the theater but the third definition catches 

my eye.  I quote: “A man of distinguished valor, intrepidity, 

or enterprise in danger; a prominent or central personage in 

(Continued on page 3) 
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any remarkable action or event; a great, illustrious, or extraor-

dinary person.”  What a mouthful!!!  I‟m sure that description 

does apply to many people we call heroes but how many 

“heroes” are out there “just doing their jobs”? 

We have among us men whom I consider heroes that blush at 

the previous description of a hero.  They would simply say, “I 

was just doing my job.”  Firemen, policemen and military 

men (and women) are trained to go towards danger not away 

from it.  That‟s what happened on 9/11. 

Not every person has to face danger to be called a hero.  In 

my book the women who support their men going to sea or 

deployment; those ladies who have to take over the running 

of our households and repair items that invariably wait until 

the hubby is gone to break; older brothers and sisters that help 

keep their mom sane during those absences are also heroes. 

When I wear my vest or ball cap I frequently get stopped and 

thanked for my service and called a “hero”.  While I appreci-

ate the thoughts over my service I get embarrassed being 

called a “hero”.  I usually reply, “ I was just young and 

dumb.” 

To all those unsung heroes out there, Bravo 

Zulu!  You know who you are! 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base  

(Continued from page 2) 

This month in submarine history This month in submarine history This month in submarine history ———   

May… 

12 May 1918 - USS H-4 (SS-147) keel laid as H-4 at Puget 

Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, WA. 

7 May 1944 − USS Blueback (SS-326) launched at the Elec-

tric Boat Company, Groton, CT. 

14 May 1945 − USS Spinax (SS-489) keel laid at Ports-

mouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME. 

16 May 1959 − USS Blueback (SS-581) launched at Ingalls 

Shipbuilding Corporation, Pasgagoula, MS. 

10 May 1960 − USS Triton (SSN-586) completed the first 

submerged circumnavigation of the globe following Fer-

dinand Magellan‟s route and steaming more than 41,000 

miles in just 84 days. 

4 May 1964 − USS Halibut (SSGN-587) made the last Regu-

lus Missile patrol.  With Polaris on line, Regulus subma-

rines were phased out. 

15 May 1969 − USS Guitarro (SSN-665) undergoing final 

fitting-out at the San Francisco Bay Naval Shipyard, Val-

lejo, CA, sank in 35 feet of water at the pier.  No fissiona-

ble material was on board.  The report of the U.S. Con-

gress House Armed Services Subcommittee convened to 

investigate the accident charged culpable negligence on 

the part of shipyard workers responsible for the subma-

rine.  Two civilian work crews pumped water into fore 

and aft sections of the boat; neither crew knew what the 

other was doing.  No casualties. 

1 May1974 − USS George Washington (SSBN-598) in col-

lision with Japanese freighter, freighter sank. 

6 May 1986 − for the first time, three submarines surfaced 

together at the North Pole USS Archerfish (SSN-678), 

USS Hawkbill (SSN-666) and USS Ray (SSN-653). 

1 May 1989 − Heavy waves washed three sailors from the 

deck of USS Barbel (SS-580) as she conducted surface 

operations off the coast of the Japanese island of Kyu-

shu.  Two of the sailors drowned and the third was res-

cued. 

1 May 2006 − USS Hampton (SSN 767) arrived in Port 

Everglades, FL, in support of South Florida's Fleet 

Week USA. Nearly 3,000 sailors participated in this 

year's fleet week.  While in port, sailors took in the local 

sites while sampling South Florida's hospitality. 

Klaxon finds a new home Klaxon finds a new home Klaxon finds a new home ———   

If you‟ve witnessed a home run by the home team at Nats‟ 

Park this year, you‟ve possibly noticed two things: 

1) There are no longer fireworks after said home run. 

2) Instead, you can hear the sound of some sort of horn — an 

air horn maybe, or a hockey horn, or a less gusty version of 

the Caps‟ horn guy. 

Well, it turns out that “some sort of horn” is actually a sub-

marine horn.  And that the three blasts that follow both home 

runs and wins are the submarine‟s signal for a power ascent.  

And that the horn is there to pay tribute to the Nationals‟ rela-

tionship to the military, the franchise‟s significant number of 

fans who work in the military, and the stadium‟s proximity to 

the Navy Yard.  And that the move from fireworks to a sub-

marine horn was a calculated decision to move from a generic 

form of stadium celebration to something uniquely Southeast 

Washington [D.C.]. 

“We‟re only six years old; we should look for brand identifi-

ers in the market that differentiate us not only in the market-

place but in sports,” Nats‟ COO Andy Feffer said recently, 

when discussing sub horns.  “The Nationals should be devel-

oping something that‟s brand-centric and distinctive from oth-

er teams in the [Washington, D.C.] market, and from other 

teams in Major League Baseball.” 

So, how did this happen? A few months ago, when people 

inside the organization began considering a move away from 

fireworks, they began researching naval horn options and 

even went to the Navy Yard to check out alternatives.  Their 

advisers at the Yard advised they go with the sub horn, both 

for the sound and for the way that sound would carry.  The 

Navy folks also thought the three-blast signal would be appro-

priate.  So the horn was taken to Nats Park and hooked up to a 

special mic in the press box, where members of the marketing 

department can fire away after home runs and wins. 

As for fireworks, there had been some complaints from 

neighbors about the noise, and some fans said their children 

were scared by the noise.  But Feffer said eliminating the fire-

(Continued on page 4) 
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

works from the post-game celebrations and also the regular 

Friday night fireworks shows was really about trying to be 

distinctive; he also said financial considerations did not influ-

ence the decision.  “It‟s less about fireworks and it‟s more 

about the overall fan experience and our ability to deliver 

something new and different,” he said.  “Looking at the over-

all schedule of 81 games is important; it‟s not just about 13 

Friday nights.  What‟s popular yesterday and today, you 

shouldn‟t rest on it.  You have to always look to do something 

different.  And that doesn‟t mean we have it figured out.” 

And so it‟s possible the deployment of the horn could be-

come more interactive or public in the future, and there‟s no 

guarantee that the horn will remain the celebratory noise in-

definitely. But the team is pleased with the early returns -- 

both the sound itself, and what it says about the franchise. 

“I‟m probably biased, but I love it.  The reason I love it is 

because it‟s distinct, right?” Feffer said.  “People should hear 

that horn on TV, not even look at the screen and be able to 

say that‟s Nationals Park.  That‟s a unique identifier to what 

we do, and the fact that it‟s authentic is important to us, that 

we not try to contrive something and force something.  

“The military is already part of game presentation and the 

Navy Yard is right next door; not only is it unique and dis-

tinctive, but it fits.  It fits with our goals, and 

it fits with what Washington is.  It‟s ours. 

Someone else can‟t copy it and say we‟re 

gonna do that too. It‟s Washington‟s.” 

(Continued from page 3) 

Triton Bell... 

Rhonda Savage was always curious about the brass subma-

rine bell.  Inscribed “U.S.S. Triton,” it was the centerpiece of 

a handmade, glass-topped end table in a relative‟s home near 

Reno, Nev.  Visitors weren‟t supposed to ring it, but some-

times they couldn‟t help themselves.  The shiny artifact beck-

oned.  Thanks to Savage‟s curiosity, the 14-inch diameter bell 

- technically government property, missing for more than four 

decades - is once again in proper hands. 

An Internet search Savage did last month turned up a 2-year-

old Virginian-Pilot story about the missing Triton bell and the 

efforts of former crew members to find it.  Within days, Sav-

age, who lives in Bakersfield, Calif., had gotten in touch with 

Harold Weston in Virginia Beach. 

Weston, 79, is a retired master chief petty officer who served 

as chief of the boat on the second Triton, a nuclear-powered 

sub that in 1960 became the first submerged vessel to circum-

navigate the Earth.  He had been searching for the bell for 

years.  It had special significance because it came from an 

earlier submarine named Triton that was sunk by the Japanese 

in the Pacific Ocean in March 1943, with 74 crewmen aboard. 

The first Triton didn‟t have its original bell when it sank.  

According to lore, the U.S. Navy removed them all after the 

attack on Pearl Harbor.  That lessened the risk of a bell acci-

dentally ringing and giving away the sub‟s position to enemy 

ships.  That made the bell a powerful symbol for Weston‟s 

Cold War crew.  When the nuclear submarine reached the 

vicinity of the Admiralty Islands, near where the first Triton 

likely was sunk, the crew fired three water slugs, simulating 

live torpedoes, in salute.  They tolled the original bell, now 

with the second Triton, to honor the Triton sailors who never 

came home. 

Jeanine Allen, who was 3 years old in 1943 when her father 

died aboard the Triton, has long wanted to see the bell.  She‟s 

certain her father, who was a chief torpedoman‟s mate, 

touched the bell many times during his service aboard the 

submarine.  She wanted to touch it, too. 

Reading about Allen, Savage knew she had to get the bell 

back to the Navy.  She contacted Weston and told him retriev-

ing it might be tricky. Its owner, a former Navy reservist who 

served aboard a submarine tender in the 1960‟s, might not be 
(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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From the crew From the crew From the crew ———   

Keith Miller sends — 

A man had just settled into his seat next to the window on the 

plane when another man sat down in the aisle seat and put his 

black Labrador Retriever in the middle seat next to the man. 

The first man looked very quizzically at the dog and asked 

why the dog was allowed on the plane. 

The second man explained that he was from the Police Drugs 

Enforcement Agency and that the dog was a “sniffing dog”. 

“His name is Sniffer and he‟s the best there is.  I‟ll show you 

once we get airborne, when I put him to work.” 

The plane took off, and once it has leveled out, the Police-

man said, “Watch this.” 

He told Sniffer to “search”.  Sniffer jumped down, walked 

willing to part with it. And she didn‟t want him to know she 

was the one who‟d revealed the bell‟s location. 

Weston didn‟t care how the man had come into possession of 

the bell; he just wanted it back.  So he and a retired admiral 

who‟d once served on the Triton drafted a letter to Savage‟s 

contact.  We know you have the bell, they wrote. It‟s govern-

ment property.  Please return it so it can be displayed in the 

Triton barracks at Great Lakes Naval Station in Illinois. 

The man agreed to give up the bell.  On Saturday, Robert 

Rawlins, a former Triton commanding officer, drove from his 

Northern California home to the outskirts of Reno to retrieve 

the bell.  He will hold it until next year‟s Triton reunion, then 

ensure it‟s displayed at Great Lakes, where enlisted sailors go 

through boot camp. 

“The opportunity these people will have to actually see the 

bell for the first time, and to be able to touch a piece of histo-

ry, is just an amazing thing,” Savage said.  “You can‟t really 

put it into words; there‟s going to be so much emotion.  I‟m 

just glad it‟s going to be going home, and it‟s going to be in 

the right hands.” 

Weston couldn't be happier.  He hopes Savage will attend 

next year‟s reunion as an honored guest.  And he can‟t wait to 

watch Allen 

finally rest 

her fingers 

on the same 

cold brass 

that her fa-

ther touched 

decades ago.  

“My efforts 

were for 

her,” Weston 

said. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Picture of the USS Triton (SS-201) Bell taken 
aboard the USS Triton (SSN-586) during the 

1960 world circumnavigation. 
Photo provided by: Bill Hadley 

along the aisle, and finally sat very purposefully next to a 

woman for several seconds.  Sniffer then returned to his seat 

and put one paw on the policeman‟s arm. 

The Policeman said, “Good boy”, and he turned to the man 

and said, “That woman is in possession of marijuana, I‟m 

making a note of her seat number and the authorities will ap-

prehend her when we land.” 

“Gee, that‟s pretty good,” replied the first man. 

Once again, the Policeman sent Sniffer to search the aisles.  

The Lab sniffed about, sat down beside a man for a few se-

conds, returned to its seat, and this time he placed two paws 

on the agent‟s arm.  The Policeman said, “That man is carry-

ing cocaine, so again, I‟m making a note of his seat number 

for the police. 

“I like it!” said his seat mate. 

The Policeman then told Sniffer to “search” again.  Sniffer 

walked up and down the aisles for a little while, sat down for a 

moment, and then came racing back to the agent, jumped into 

the middle seat and proceeded to crap all over the place. 

The first man was really disgusted by this behavior and 

couldn‟t figure out how or why a well-trained dog would be-

have like that, so he asked the Policeman, “What's going on?” 

The Policeman nervously replied, “He‟s just found a bomb.'“ 

 

Bob Walters sends — 

Ole lived across the Minnesota River from Clarence Bunson, 

whom he didn‟t like at all.  They were yelling across the river 

at each other all the time. 

Ole would yell to Clarence, “If I had a vay to cross dis river, 

I‟d come ofver dere an beat you up good, yeah sure ya betcha 

by golly!” 

This went on for years.  Finally, the state built a bridge across 

the river right there by their houses. 

Ole‟s wife, Lena , says, “Now iss yer chance, Ole. Vhy don-

cha go over dere and beat up dat Clarence like you said you 

vud?” 

Ole replied, “OK, by yimminy, I tink I vill do yust dat!” 

Ole started for the bridge, but he saw a sign on the bridge and 

stopped to read it, then turned around and came back home. 

Lena asked, “Vhy did you come back?” 

Ole said, “ Lena , I tink I changed my mind „bout beatin‟ up 

dat Clarence. You know, vhen I yell at him from across da 

river he don't look so big. But dey put a sign on da bridge dat 

says „Clarence is 13 ft. 6 in.‟.” 

 

The year is 2016 and the United States has just elected 

the first woman as well as the first Mississippian as pres-

ident. 

A few days after the election the president-elect calls 

her father and says, “So, Daddy, I assume you will be 

coming to my inauguration?” 

(Continued on page 6) 
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support our troops…support our troops…support our troops… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

27 October 1947 

USS Blueback (SS-326) submerged in the Willamette 
River, Oregon.   Radar and periscope showing.  Large 
display of colored flowers in all sizes were laid on the 
decks.  The sub submerged to the bottom of the river.  
While the flowers floated  down stream, taps were 
being sounded while a volley of rifle salutes went off to 
remember the World War II dead. 

J.W. Devereaux, FIIc 
Photo courtesy Bob Wonsley 

From the crew From the crew From the crew ———   

“I don't think so. It‟s a 16 hour drive, your mother isn‟t 

as young as she used to be, and my arthritis is acting up 

again.” 

“Don't worry about it Daddy, I‟ll send Air Force One to 

pick you up and take you home.  A limousine will pick 

you up at your door.” 

“I don‟t know.  Everybody will be so fancy. What 

would your mother wear?” 

“Oh, Daddy”, replies the president-elect, “I‟ll make sure 

she has a wonderful gown custom made by the best de-

signer in Washington.” 

(Continued from page 5) 

“Honey,” Dad complains, “you know I can‟t eat those 

rich foods you and your friends like to eat.” 

The President-to-be responds, “Don‟t worry Daddy.  

The entire affair is going to be handled by the best cater-

er in Washington, I‟ll ensure your meals are salt free 

Daddy, I really want you to come.” 

So Dad reluctantly agrees, and on January 20, 2017, the 

first woman and first Mississippian is being sworn in as 

President of the United States.  In the front row sits the 

new president‟s Dad and Mom.  Dad notices the Su-

preme Court Justice sitting next to him and leans over 

and whispers, “You see that woman over there with her 

hand on the Bible, becoming President of the United 

States?” 

The Justice whispers back, “Yes I do.” 

Daddy says proudly, “Her brother played football at Ole 

Miss.” 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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Binnacle List Binnacle List Binnacle List ———   

Collie Collins — 

Underwent heart valve replacement and bypass surgery on 

31 March.  He has suffered some complications, but is 

home again.  Please call before visiting him. 

Leonard Cardwell — 

Is not doing well.  Suffering from a virus, he has been on a 

ventilator. 

Danny Fong — 

Has been diagnosed with cancer and the outlook is not good. 

Ed Pleming — 

Is afflicted with Alzheimer's and has been moved into an as-

sisted living facility.  He does not seem to be able to recog-

nize anyone. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of 

our “Brothers of the Phin” and their 

families.  Let us hope for the best for each of 

them. 

A pedicure, supplied by “a 
friend” was the talk of the 

hospital.  It kept the 
patient identified and may 

become the latest in 
patient ID. 

Special from Rick D. West (MCPON)(SS/SW)... 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) 

Rick D. West released the following Submarine birthday mes-

sage to the Fleet 11 April 2011: 

“For 111 years, our Submarine Force has been protecting 

America‟s interests around the world, underway at sea on 

ships that sink by design, operating independent for weeks 

and months in the depths over the vast expanse of hydrospace.  

U.S. submarines are tasked with a range of missions including 

the collection of vital intelligence, operating as part of carrier 

strike groups, and defending our nations interests forward de-

ployed. 

At the heart of these operations, onboard every submarine, is 

a finely tuned crew of expert submariners and operators.  It 

takes significant dedication and teamwork to maintain these 

ships, keep them at sea operating and accomplishing the Na-

vy's mission.  Those deployments and missions would not be 

successful without this team of Undersea Warriors we call 

submariners. 

Let‟s not forget the submarine team ashore who work tire-

lessly to keep our submarines ready for tasking and on point.  

The submarine headquarters staffs ashore (Force, Group and 

Squadron), the nation‟s two submarine tenders, service sup-

port commands, and training commands, these organizations 

do the hard work it takes to prepare and deploy these ships 

into harm‟s way.  They ensure we provide the support our 

combatant commanders require and continue to prove that our 

great Navy is a Global Force for Good. 

Thank you, submariners, for what you do every day and for 

your continued service and dedication to our nation and our 

Navy. 

Happy Birthday Shipmates! 

Going Deep … Dolphin 36 

HOOYAH! 

Very Respectfully, 

MCPON 
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Submarine Birthday Luncheon Submarine Birthday Luncheon Submarine Birthday Luncheon ——— 
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Newest Holland club member Newest Holland club member Newest Holland club member ——— 

Dan Mallery, a Blueback Base Plank Owner, received his 
Holland Club Membership Certificate as well as his 15 Year 
Longevity Pin from Base Commander Ray Lough at this years 
Submarine Birthday Luncheon.  Dan qualified on the USS  Cusk 
(SS-348) in 1961 and currently lives in Walla Walla, WA.          
Congratulations Dan! 

Plaque to be raffled off at May meeting… 

The plaque pictured below was donated by C. “Scotty” Scott 

to be raffled off at the May meeting.  It looks to be hand 

carved wood and is approximately 14” X 18”.  We also have 

other items that have been donated by Bob Lee and Bob 

Wonsley  for the raffles.  Raffle proceeds will be used for the 

Annual Christmas Party.  If you have an item you would like 

to donate please bring it to the meeting with you.   Thanks! 
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Accidental release of submarine secrets... 

A “technical error” has caused Britain‟s Ministry of Defense 

to inadvertently publish classified sections of a report contain-

ing sensitive information about US Navy and British military 

nuclear submarines, the BBC reports. 

Sensitive information in the report, which was published to 

Parliament‟s website after a Freedom of Information request 

by anti-nuclear campaigners, includes how much structural 

damage British subs can take before a full meltdown takes 

place, as well as US vessels‟ abilities to handle nuclear core 

failure. 

The “schoolboy error,” as the MoD has called it, was due to 

improper redaction in the PDF document.  As British tabloid 

the Daily Star Sunday, which first reported the gargantuan 

slip-up, points out, “anyone wanting to read the censored sec-

tions just had to copy the text.” This was most likely because 

whomever attempted to redact the document did so with the 

digital black highlighter, which simply covers up, rather than 

fully redacts, the text in a PDF. 

British MP Patrick Mercer, who served in the country‟s Ar-

my, said the leaked info could have “potentially catastrophic” 

results because the revealed information was “highly interest-

ing” to the UK‟s enemies. 

Immediately after the Daily Star Sunday„s report, the MoD 

removed the over-sharing document with a properly redacted 

one, and thanked the press for pointing out their error. 

SecNav--All Navy jobs should be open to women... 

The Navy Department‟s top civilian said he believes every com-

munity should be open to women, including attack submarine 

crews and — if they can qualify — SEAL teams. 

But although he‟s against any gender ban in the service, Navy 

Secretary Ray Mabus stopped short of a full-throated endorse-

ment of integrating women into every part of the naval special 

warfare community. 

“It‟s my notion that women should have the same opportunities 

as men in the Navy,”  Mabus told Navy Times during an inter-

view.  “They should be able to go as far as their talents take 

them.  They should be able to serve in whatever communities.  

“The only reason I‟m being a little hesitant for the SEALs is 

some of the physical things you‟ve got to go through to be a 

SEAL.  I think women ought to have whatever opportunities 

men do,” he said. 

An advisory panel led by senior enlisted and officers from each 

service recently called for opening all military specialties to 

women.  When asked if attack submarines will be integrated, 

Mabus told Navy Times:  “That‟s going to happen.  What you 

don‟t want to have is, sort of, two different submarine forces: the 

[ballistic-missile and guided-missile subs] if there are women 

embarked, the [attack subs] if there are not women embarked. 

“So, that planning is underway in terms of how that would 

work,” he added.  “Part of it is what lessons were learned with 

women on the SSBNs and the SSGNs.  Let‟s get a little experi-

ence first before we move out on that.”  Mabus said the integra-

tion of attack submarines, which will require significant berthing 

configuration changes, was being studied but that no time frame 

had been set, adding that it would be a “relatively close follow-

on” to the integration taking place on boomers. 

He emphasized, “We‟re going to integrate the entire force.” 

Besides SEALs, the other Navy communities closed to women 

are special warfare combatant-craft crewmen, Fleet Marine Force 

corpsmen serving in direct combat units, and riverines, due to 

combat exclusion rules.  And enlisted women are prohibited 

from serving aboard coast patrol craft and frigates.  Frigates are 

slated for decommissioning and the cost of reconfiguring berth-

ing on these vessels would be “prohibitive,” according to Lt. 

Matthew Allen, a spokesman for the chief of naval personnel. 

Mabus‟ stance that women should serve on all the Navy‟s subs 

marks a shift from the integration announcement in late Septem-

ber 2009.  Then, Big Navy was initially bullish about putting 

women aboard ballistic-missile and guided-missile subs but more 

conservative when it came to attack boats. 

Adm. John Harvey, head of Fleet Forces Command, told Navy 

Times in October 2009 — less than one week after the policy 

shift was announced — that the Navy was taking a wait-and-see 

approach toward putting women aboard Seawolf-, Los Angeles- 

and Virginia-class subs. 

“When you look at the one we‟re building now, the Virginia 

class, that‟s what I‟d call a mature design,” Harvey said.  “Now 

that we‟re in serial production, to go back and undo things to 

make it viable for females in the crew, that‟s a pretty tall order.  

“Can it be done?  I just don‟t know where we are on that and at 

what cost, etc.,” he said. “But I know we can get at it much more 

rapidly with the SSGNs and SSBNs, so that‟s where the focus 

will be.” 

The integration on the SSGN and SSBN side has already begun. 

Eighteen female junior officers are in the training pipeline; the 

first 10 have progressed from Naval Nuclear Power School to 

nuclear prototype training, the second phase of nuclear training 

for officers, and are expected to arrive at their subs in November, 

according to Lt. Brian Wierzbicki, spokesman for Submarine 

Group 10.  The second group of submariners-in-training is at 

power school and slated to arrive at their subs in February. 

Two female nuclear-trained officers will join the blue and gold 

crews of four submarines: ballistic-missile submarines Wyoming 

and Maine and guided-missile submarines Georgia and Ohio.  

They will be joined by female Supply Corps lieutenants who will 

serve as professional role models.  The three women will share a 

stateroom. 

In November — when the names of the submarines to be inte-

grated were made public — 21 women were in the training pipe-

line. Since then, two women have been selected for graduate 

school and will subsequently resume nuke training, and a third 

has been medically disqualified.  Meanwhile, the eight female 

lieutenants are scheduled to head to supply department head 

school in April and May, followed by the Submarine Officer 

Basic Course. 

“We will be informed by the lessons we learn from the integra-

tion of female officers on SSBNs and SSGNs. Once we complete 

these efforts, we can determine the best path forward,” 

Wierzbicki wrote in an email reply to questions. “Lessons 

learned from this process will help inform future decisions re-

garding the expansion of female integration aboard submarines 

to the enlisted ranks.” 


