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Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 14 July 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 14 July 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

1900 

No Chow This Month! 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — July 2011  # 208 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

9 June 2011 

1900—Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough. 

Invocation — Scott Duncan. 

Pledge of Allegiance led — Ray Lough. 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed — Ray 

Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for June — Stu Crosby 

and Dennis Smith. 

Introductions — All. 

May meeting minutes approved. 

Secretary report (E-Board Minutes — Gary Webb. 

Treasurer report — Collie Collins. 

Base Commander Report — Ray Lough: 

Old Business: 

Molalla 4th of July Parade:  The board recom-

mended that the parade be skipped.  A motion 

was made, seconded and passed that the base 

would not participate in the parade in Molalla 

this year. 

Motion was made, seconded and passed to skip 

any 4th of July parade. 

New Business: 

JD Corbett discussed the “Nuk Vets”. 

http://www.naav.com/html/links.htm 

Mike took the scooter.  He will try some ideas to 

sell it. 

Gary Webb reported on motel deal for Christmas.  

Total $25.00 each. 

50/50—won by George Hudson and donated to the 

base.  Thanks George! 

Benediction — Scott Duncan 

    —Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 40 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr.; Bur-

gess; Bywater; Carneau; Collins, Collie; Cor-

bett; Crosby; Darkes; Duncan; Fitzgerald; 

Gatchel; Hager; Herman; Hudson; Hughes; 

Jackson; Johnson, Larry; Lee; Lines; Lough; 

Marr; McComiskey; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy;  

Savage; Sayler; Scott; Sipes; Smith; Soderback; 

Stafford; Stowe; Sumner; Thrall; Tzevelekos; 

Waite; Walker; Walters; Webb; and Guest Max-

on. 

Respectfully submitted 

Gary Webb Base Vice Commander 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members to pay for a nametag. 

Eternal Patrol Eternal Patrol Eternal Patrol ———   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donald Dean Snyder 

Went on Eternal Patrol 8 June 2011 at the age of 73.  He 

was born on 11 December 1937 in Hasting, NE to parents 

Albert and Reba Snyder.  On 11 April 1964 he married Theo 

(Tina) Sweeten in Palm Springs, CA.  His wife preceded him 

in death. 

Don served in the Navy for 30 years seeing duty in the USS 

Rock (SSR–274) [Qualified in 1959], USS Stickleback (SS-

415) [He survived her sinking in 1958], USS Razorback (SS-

394), USS Perch (SS-313), USS Sandlance (SSN-660) and 

served on COMSUBFLOTSEVEN Staff as well as other 

shore stations.  He retired as a RMCS (SS) in 1986. 

After retiring from the Navy he earned a Bachelor Degree 

from ITT Technical Institute and went on to become an in-

structor there.  After retiring from teaching Don spent most 

of his time vacationing with his wife until she passed, then 

riding his Honda Gold Wing. 

Don was a life Member of USSVI, a member of Blueback 

Base and the SSMC (Silent Service Motorcycle Club). 

http://www.naav.com/html/links.htm
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This month in submarine history This month in submarine history This month in submarine history ———   

July… 

1 July 1930 — USS Nautilus V-6 (SS-168) was commis-

sioned as Cruiser Submarine USS V-6 (SC-2) at Mare Island 

Navy Yard, Vallejo, CA, she was renamed Nautilus in Febru-

ary 1931 and re-designated SS-168 in July 1931.  Nautilus 

then began an active career as a transport submarine, a role 

for which her large size made her especially useful.  She land-

ed Marines to raid Makin Island, in the Gilbert Islands in Au-

gust 1942; put scouts ashore at Attu, in the Aleutians, in May 

1943; again landed Marines in the Gilberts in November 1943 

and carried out several missions into the Philippines area in 

May 1944 - January 1945.  During this time Nautilus also 

conducted anti-shipping and reconnaissance patrols off Japan, 

in the Central Pacific and in the Solomon‟s area, sinking and 

damaging several Japanese ships.  Ordered home after her 

14th war patrol, she arrived at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 

May 1945 and was decommissioned the following month.  

Nautilus was sold for scrapping in November 1945. 

17 July 1935 — USS Plunger (SS-179) keel laid at Ports-

mouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME. 

31 July 1944 — USS SEA POACHER (SS-406) commis-

sioned at Portsmouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME. 

31 July 1944 — Commander Lawson P. “Red” Ramage han-

dled USS Parche (SS-384) like a PT boat while in the middle 

of a Japanese convoy.  In this action, he so confused the ene-

my that they were shooting at each other.  He sunk a tanker, 

and a freighter.  Later he was awarded the Medal of Honor 

18 July 1945 — USS Halibut (SS-232) decommissioned at 

Portsmouth Navy Yard, Portsmouth, NH, after damage from 

depth charge attack.  She was struck from the Naval Vessel 

Register in 1946. 

16 July 1959 - USS Permit (SSN-594) keel laid at Mare Is-

land Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, CA. 

2 July 1968 — The Norfolk Ledger-Star reported that several 

months ago a U.S. nuclear-powered attack submarine collided 

with a Soviet submarine, causing severe damage to the U.S. 

vessel which spent two months in Rota, Spain for repair.  The 

Navy declined to comment on the story by the paper‟s mili-

tary correspondent who quoted a usually reliable source.  The 

reporter noted that it was known that during recent months 

Soviet attack submarines had lain off overseas U.S. Polaris 

Missile Submarine ports, and that U.S. submarines had been 

given “wiping off” missions to prevent the Soviet submarines 

from following the Polaris boats.  These missions apparently 

could get quite rough, amounting to what one officer said was 

“underwater „chicken‟, with U.S. and Soviet submarines set 

on collision courses until the „chicken‟ turns away”.  Presum-

ably this was what happened to the submarines above. 

1 July 1971 — USS Thornback (SS-418) second decommis-

sioning; transferred (leased) to the Republic of Turkey. Re-

named and renumbered TCG Ulucalireis (S-338). 

21 July 1976 — USS Chopper (SS/AGSS-342), re-classified 

and given hull classification symbol IXSS-342 was modified 

to serve as a tethered submerged torpedo target off the Flori-

da coast for the USS Spadefish (SSN-668).  While Spade-

fish was on her final approach, Chopper began to take on 

water, broke her tethers, and sank. 

11 July 1990 — USS Jack (SSN-605) decommissioned and 

struck from the Naval Vessel Register; laid up at Bremerton 

Naval Shipyard. 

23 July 1991 — USS Permit (SSN-594) decommissioned 

and struck from the Naval Vessel Register. 

12 July 2006 — experts at the Naval Historical Center in 

Washington, D.C., confirmed that a World War II submarine 

wreck found in the Gulf of Thailand last year is USS Lagar-

to (SS-371).  Underwater archeologists at the center com-

pleted their examination of evidence obtained in June by 

Navy divers from USS Salvor (ARS 52) and Mobile Diving 

and Salvage Unit 1, both based in Pearl Harbor, HI. 

And, another Skipper is relieved… 

BANGOR, WA —  

The commanding officer of the fast attack submarine USS 

Connecticut (SSN-22) was fired after an investigation into 

the mishandling of classified information. 

Capt. Brian Howes, commander of Submarine Development 

Squadron 5, relieved Cmdr. Michael Varney because of a loss 

of confidence in his ability to command. According to a Navy 

announcement, Varney was punished for violating a general 

order, making a false official statement and for wrongful in-

terference in an adverse administrative proceeding.  Varney, 

who took command of Connecticut in February 2009, has 

been reassigned to the staff of Navy Region Northwest. 

Cmdr. Christy Hagen, spokeswoman for Submarine Force 

Pacific, said she couldn‟t talk about the classified infor-

mation, but said Varney had no malicious intent. “He just 

failed to live up to the meticulous standards we have for con-

trol of classified material.” 

Varney, 45, of Kittery Point, Maine, 

is a 1990 Naval Academy graduate.  

He led a provincial reconstruction 

team in Sharnra, Afghanistan, in 

2006, earning the praise of Adm. 

Mike Mullen, then-chief of naval 

operations. 

“It‟s submarine officers like Cmdr. 

Mike Varney, who are right now in 

Afghanistan commanding one of six 

Navy-led provisional reconstruction 

teams, a joint unit that is fixing 

roads, repairing schools and clinics, 

and drilling wells — and making every imaginable effort to 

improve the lives of the Afghan people,” Mullen said. 

Varney has received the Bronze Star Medal, three Meritori-

ous Service Medals, two Navy-Marine Corps Commendation 

Medals and various campaign and achievement medals. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

Capt. Benjamin Pearson, deputy commander of Squadron 5, 

has taken command of the Connecticut until a permanent re-

placement is named.  Pearson previously commanded the 

Gold Crew of Trident ballistic missile submarine USS Ken-

tucky. 

The Connecticut‟s homeport is Naval Base Kitsap-

Bremerton and its command is based at Naval 

Base Kitsap-Bangor.  It returned 27 April after 

participating in Ice Exercise 2011, testing new 

equipment and training for under-ice opera-

tions. 

(Continued from page 3) 

BBQ RULES... 

We are about to enter the BBQ season.  Therefore it is im-

portant to refresh your memory on the etiquette of this sub-

lime outdoor cooking activity.  When a man volunteers to do 

the BBQ the following chain of events are put into motion: 

Routine... 

(1) The woman buys the food. 

(2) The woman makes the salad, prepares the vegetables and 

makes dessert. 

(3) The woman prepares the meat for cooking, places it on a tray 

along with the necessary cooking utensils and sauces, and takes it to 

the man who is lounging beside the grill - drink in hand. 

(4) The woman remains outside the compulsory three meter exclu-

sion zone where the exuberance of testosterone and other manly 

bonding activities can take place without the interference of the 

woman. 

Here comes the important part: 

(5) THE MAN PLACES THE MEAT ON THE GRILL. 

More routine... 

(6) The woman goes inside to organize the plates and cutlery. 

(7) The woman comes out to tell the man that the meat is looking 

great. He thanks her and asks if she will bring another drink while 

he flips the meat. 

Important again: 

(8) THE MAN TAKES THE MEAT OFF THE GRILL AND 

HANDS IT TO THE WOMAN. 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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From the crew From the crew From the crew ———   

I Missed This… 

Mike Fitzgerald sends — 

Dave: 
In the "This month in Submarine History" section of the June 
Sanitary, I was surprised to see that there was no mention 
about the USS Tigrone (SS 419) decommissioning.  She was 
the last boat in service that carried out a WWII patrol.  She 
was decommissioned on 27 June 1975.  Thus ending the era 
of World War Two Submarine combat service.  I served 
aboard this great boat in 1966-1968.  Mike Fitzgerald MM1 
(SS) / SMSGT USN/USAF Ret. 

Sorry for the oversight.  I hope this will make up for it. 

Third Patrol 
Following refitting by the submarine tender USS Proteus 

(AS-19), USS Tigrone (SS-419) departed Guam on 31 July 

1945 and, after the usual stop at Saipan for torpedoes, arrived 

on lifeguard station.  As the submarine approached within 100 

miles of Honshū, the news arrived that the Soviet Union had 

declared war on Japan.  Patrolling nearer and nearer Honshū 

as American planes made strikes on Tokyo and other cities of 

the Japanese homeland, Tigrone encountered increasing num-

bers of Japanese search planes. 

On 11 August 1945, the first reports of Japan‟s surrender 

were received, but, for two more days, Tigrone continued her 

patrols, approaching within 50 miles of the shore of Sagami 

Wan as she pursued lifeguard duties.  On 13 August, with 

Navy pilots helping to spot targets, she bombarded Mikomoto 

Island, scoring 11 hits on a radio station and lighthouse tower.  

The submarine claimed this action as the final bombardment 

of the war.  On 14 August, Tigrone rescued another aviator 

who had been forced to parachute from his plane and, later in 

the day, spent an anxious half hour attempting to evade per-

sistent sonar contacts which turned out to be birds. 

On 15 August, she received orders to cease all attacks; and, 

the next day, the official statement of Japan‟s surrender was 

published.  She patrolled off the east coast of Japan as far 

north as Sendai and Todo Saki.  Then, on 30 August, she ren-

dezvoused with “Benny‟s Peacemakers” and, on the last day 

of August, moored in Tokyo Bay and was present during the 

peace signing ceremony abroad the USS Missouri (BB-63). 

Also present were the US Submarines: 

USS Archerfish (SS-311)          USS Pilotfish (SS-386) 

USS Cavalla (SS-244)             USS Razorback (SS-394) 

USS Gato (SS-212)                USS Runner (SS-476) 

USS Haddo (SS-255)               USS Sea Cat (SS-399) 

USS Hake (SS-256)                USS Segundo (SS-398) 

USS Muskallunge (SS-262) 

Tigrone departed Tokyo on 2 September and made her way 

via Hawaii and the Canal Zone to New London, arriving there 

early in October 1945. 

On 5 May, she began pre-inactivation procedures and, on 27 

June 1975, was decommissioned at the Naval Submarine 

Base, Groton, Connecticut.  At the time of her decommis-

sioning, Tigrone was the oldest submarine in commission 

in the United States Navy, as well as the last unit of the 

submarine force still in operation to have taken part in 

combat action in World War II.  Her name was struck from 

the Naval Vessel Register on that same day, and 

she was sunk as a target on 25 October 1976. 

Tigrone received two battle stars for World 

War II service. 

Bob Walters sends — 

Dave, can you put this in the Sanitary?  Caimanites need all 

the help they can get. 

Phil Massicotte Sends — 

A balding, white haired man from Chebacco Lake in Flori-

da , walked into a jewelry store this past Friday evening with 

(Continued on page 9) 

This is Sait Kucuk, A Turkish submariner that was part of 
the crew that accepted the USS Caiman (SS323) in 1972 
when the boat was renamed TCG Dumlupınar (S 339). 
He was on a trip to Safranbolu with his wife and other 

retired Turkish boat sailors. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honsh%C5%AB
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Support our troopS…Support our troopS…Support our troopS… 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

BaSE CommanDEr’S CornEr— 

Wow what a turnout we had for the May meeting.  I think 

everybody was there for a helping of wieners and hamburgers.  

The Ladies did a fine job again. 

Here we are again celebrating another birthday of our coun-

try and as always there is controversy. This time it is close to 

home----Eugene, Oregon.  Seems some city council members 

feel it is akin to the Communist Manifesto to recite the Pledge 

of Allegiance before the council meeting. They feel it causes 

more harm than good and contributes little if anything to 
(Continued on page 7) 

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ———   JulyJulyJuly   

USS S-28 (SS-133) — Lost on 4 July 1944 with the loss 

of 49 Officers and Men.  She was conducting training ex-
ercises off Hawaii with the USCGC Reliance (WSC-
150).  After S-28 dove for a practice torpedo approach, 

Reliance lost contact.  No distress signal or explosion 
was heard.  Two days later, a slick of diesel fuel appeared 

in the area where S-28 was operating.  A Court of In-
quiry was unable to determine the cause of the loss of S-
28 and the exact cause of her loss remains a mystery. 

USS Robalo (SS-273) — Lost on 26 July 1944 with the loss 

of 81 Officers and Men while on her 3rd war patrol.  The 
following information was received via the Philippine 

guerrillas and a U.S. Navy enlisted man who was a pris-
oner of war at Puerto Princesa Prison Camp, Palawan, 

Philippines.  On 2 August 1944, a note dropped from the 
window of the prison cell in which survivors from Robalo 

were held was picked up by an American soldier in a work 

detail and given to H.D. Hough, Y2c, USN, another pris-
oner.  On 4 August, Hough contacted Mrs. Trinidad Men-

dosa, wife of guerrilla leader Dr. Mendosa, who furnished 
further information on the survivors.  From these sources, 

he put together the following facts.  Robalo sunk two 

miles off the western coast of Palawan Island as a result 
of an explosion of her after battery.  Four men swam 

ashore, an officer and three enlisted men: Samuel L. 
Tucker, Ens.; Floyd G. Laughlin, QM1c; Wallace K. Martin, 

SM3c, and Mason C. Poston, EM2c.  They made their way 
through the jungles to a small barrio northwest of the 

Puerto Princesa camp.  They were captured there by Jap-

anese Military Police, and confined in the jail.  They were 
held for guerrilla activities rather than as prisoners of war, 

it is said.  On 15 August 1944, a Japanese destroyer evac-
uated them, and nothing further is known of their desti-

nation or whereabouts.  The Japanese may have execut-

ed them or the destroyer may have been sunk.  At any 
rate, they were never recovered and their note stated 

that there were no other survivors.  It is doubted that a 
battery explosion could be sufficiently violent to cause the 

sinking of the boat; more likely Robolo struck an enemy 
mine. 

USS Grunion (SS-216) — Lost on 30 July 1942 with the 

loss of 70 Officers and Men while on her 1st war patrol 

near Kiska Harbor in the Aleutian Islands in Alas-
ka.  She radioed that she sank two sub-chasers 

and damaged a third, but was never heard from 
again.  Her loss remains a mystery. 

Extend Lives Of Attack Subs?... 

1 June 2011 

A projected shortfall in the number of attack submarines may 

force the Navy to examine whether it can extend the lives of 

some subs and keep them in the fleet beyond their scheduled 

retirements, a top Navy admiral told Congress. Vice Adm. 

John Blake, the service‟s top requirements officer, acknowl-

edged that that the Navy‟s sub fleet will grow smaller than its 

own acceptable minimum, which could force it to look for 

ways to keep  boats serving longer. 

But that may be difficult, cautioned a top naval analyst.  

Shipbuilding expert Ron O‟Rourke of the Congressional Re-

search Service, appearing after Blake before a panel of the 

House Armed Services Committee, warned lawmakers that it 

may be hard to extend the service of the Navy‟s fast-attack 

subs because of limitations on the lives of their pressure hulls.  

The Navy keeps its nuclear submarines in excellent condition, 

but the boats were built to meet exact tolerances and specifi-

cations, and it may be more expensive than it‟s worth — or 

even impossible — to keep submarines sailing for much long-

er than their planned lives. 

Blake told lawmakers the Navy‟s projections showed its sub-

marine force dipping to as low as 39 boats — from 55 — and 

that that could warrant “looking at the inventory and seeing 

what the best of breed is,” and the possibilities of service life 

extensions.  If that‟s not feasible, commanders also could look 

into scheduling longer deployments for the Navy‟s existing 

submarines, so they‟d spend more time at sea and as such be 

available for more missions. 

Blake also said the Navy was considering trying to add an-

other attack sub to its long-term plan for fiscal 2018, a deci-

sion he said would be made next year.  The submarine short-

fall, which has been a reality for some time as part of the Na-

vy‟s long-term planning, is a microcosm of its larger ship-

building situation:  The service wants to grow its fleet to at 

least 313 ships overall, but congressional analysts say it 

would need billions more dollars than it‟s likely to get in or-

der to buy enough ships. 

Meanwhile, the existing fleet continues to operate at a high 

tempo:  According to the Navy‟s latest daily operational up-

date, 26 submarines are underway away from their homeports 

and 21 of them are on deployment —  about a combined 86 

percent of the fleet, according to the service. 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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Binnacle List Binnacle List Binnacle List ———   

Danny Fong — 

Bob Sumner called Danny and he said 

he wasn‟t feeling the best.  Danny was in 

chemo last week and scheduled for an-

other round on 14 July.  He would really appre-

ciate hearing from his shipmates. 

Did you know Did you know Did you know ——— 

Sub Construction Cancelled... 

On 29 July 1944 construction was cancelled on these 95 

submarines: 

Unisex bedrooms for submarines… 

Separate sleeping quarters for men and women on subma-

rines have been scrapped - a move the federal government 

says should offer women more career opportunities. 

Both sexes will now bunk together on all three of Austral-

ia’s operational submarines, doing away with the usual fe-

male-only six-berth cabins. 

Defense Science and Personnel Minister Warren Snowdon 

said the old setup meant that women sometimes missed out 

council business.  What kind of country have we become?  I 

used to wonder about my grandfather when I was 30 years old 

or so and he was in his mid-sixties.  His viewpoints seemed to 

be so rash and he got upset over “these young punks who de-

face the flag and seem not to appreciate their country”.  Well, 

now I‟m at that age and I wonder the same thing.  Are these 

people willing to give up what was so hard earned by our 

Vets?  There is a glimmer of hope though----I was thanked for 

my service to the country by a young cashier at Lowe‟s last 

night! 

Hope to see more of you at the July meeting and the Cath-

lamet parade on July 16th!! 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

(Continued from page 6) 

 USS Jawfish (SS-356) 

 USS Ono (SS-357) 

 USS Garlopa (SS-358) 

 USS Garrupa (SS-359) 

 USS Goldring (SS-360) 

 USS Needlefish (SS-379) 

 USS Nerka (SS-380) 

 USS Unicorn (SS-429) 

 USS Vendace (SS-430) 

 USS Walrus (SS-431) 

 USS Whitefish (SS-432 

 USS Whiting (SS-433) 

 USS Wolffish (SS-434) 

 USS’s (SS-438) to (SS-463) 

 USS Chicolar (SS-464) 

 USS’s (SS-465) to (SS-474) 

 USS’s (SS-495) to (SS-500) 

 USS’s (SS-501) to (SS-515) 

 USS’s (SS-517) to (SS-521) 

 USS Dorado (SS-526) 

 USS Comber (SS-527) 

 USS Sea Panther (SS-528) 

 USS Tiburon (SS-529) 

 USS’s (SS-530) to (SS-544) 

on postings because of a lack of bed space.  “This move will 

ensure that our female submariners access the same training 

and career progression opportunities as their male crew ma-

tes,” he said. 

Women, who began working onboard the navy‟s submarines 

in 1998, were previously restricted to working on only two 

Australian navy submarines which had female cabins.  He 

said officers and senior sailors had completed successful trials 

of the new system. 

Strict rules will apply to privacy. 

Mr. Snowdon said new rules relating to women will also be 

brought in, preventing women from being posted where they 

are the only female onboard, or where there are no senior fe-

male officers.  If there are only two women serving on a sub-

marine and one is posted elsewhere, she will be replaced by 

another female.  It‟s considered a first for the defense force, 

which usually provides separate accommodation for men and 

women. 

There are currently 560 submariners, and 44 of them are 

women, a spokeswoman from Mr. Snowdon‟s office said. 

USS Skate (SS–305) after atom bomb blast. — AP Wirephoto 

Her superstructure wrecked, the submarine rides in the waters of 
Bikini Lagoon after the atomic bomb explosion of 1 July 1946.  
Skate was efficiently listed as “heavily damaged”.  She was then 
towed back to Pearl Harbor where she was moored in an isolated 
berth until towed to for San Francisco, and then to Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard where the she was inspected and then 
decommissioned on 11 December.  The submarine was destroyed 
on 5 October 1948, off the California coast, and struck from the 
Naval Vessel Register on 21 October 1948. 

More routine... 

(9) The woman prepares the plates, salad, bread, utensils, napkins, 

sauce and brings them to the table. 

(10) After eating, the woman clears the table and does the dishes. 

And most important of all: 

(11) Everyone PRAISES the MAN and THANKS HIM for his 

cooking efforts. 

(12) The man asks the woman how she en-

joyed her “night off”, and, upon seeing her 

annoyed reaction, he concludes that there‟s 

just no pleasing some women. 

BBQ RULES...(Continued from page 4) 
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Use Kelso exit from I-5 and follow route 4 to 

Cathlamet (A).  You can park along Front 

St. as shown on the lower of these 2 maps. 

This map shows the parade route and the space set 

aside for parking.  There will be a picnic for the 

Blueback Base participants, following the parade, 

at the Kimmel’s house.  Follow Front Street 

(highway 409) across the bridge to Puget Island.  

There is a map on the following page with infor-

mation as to how to get there along with a phone 

number if you need it. 

The Parade is SATURDAY 16 JULY 

The Parade starts at 1100.  

Please be there by 0900 to help 

get the float ready for 1000 

judging.  Thanks! 
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a beautiful much younger gal at his side.  He told the jeweler 

he was looking for a special ring for his girlfriend.  The jew-

eler looked through his stock and brought out a $5,000 ring. 

The man said, “No, I‟d like to see something more special.” 

At that statement, the jeweler went to his special stock and 

brought another ring over. “Here‟s a stunning ring at only 

$40,000”, the jeweler said.  The lady‟s eyes sparkled and her 

whole body trembled with excitement.  The old man seeing 

this said, “We‟ll take it.” 

The jeweler asked how payment would be made and the man 

stated, “by check.  I know you need to make sure my check is 

good, so I‟ll write it now and you can call the bank Monday 

to verify the funds and I‟ll pick the ring up Monday after-

noon.” 

On Monday morning, the jeweler angrily phoned the old 

man and said “There‟s no money in that account.” 

“I know,” said the old man, “but let me tell you about MY 

GREAT WEEKEND!” 

See.......Not All Seniors Are Senile 

 

RG Walker Sends — 

From the Crew — (Continued from page 5) Directions 

to the 

picnic 

after the 

Cathlamet 

parade. 
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The Lighter Side — 

Don’t Ask… 

An old man and woman were married for many years, even 

though they hated each other.  Whenever there was a confron-

tation, yelling could be heard deep into the night.  The old 

man would shout, “When I die, I will dig my way up and out 

of the grave and come back and haunt you for the rest of your 

life!” 

Neighbors feared him.  They believed he practiced magic, 

because of the many strange occurrences that took place in 

their neighborhood.  The old man liked the fact that he was 

feared. --- To everyone‟s relief, he died of a heart attack when 

he was 98.  His wife had a closed casket at the wake. 

After the burial, she went straight to the local bar and began 

to party, as if there was no tomorrow.  Her neighbors, con-

cerned for her safety, asked, “Aren‟t you afraid that he may 

indeed be able to dig his way out of the grave and haunt you 

for the rest of your life?” 

The wife put down her drink and said, “Let him dig.  I had 

him buried upside down.” 

And you know men won‟t ask for directions… 

 

Old Frank... 

Old Frank‟s hospital bed is surrounded by well-wishers, but 

it doesn‟t look good.  Suddenly, he motions frantically to the 

pastor for something to write on. 

The pastor lovingly hands him a pen and a piece of paper, 

and Frank uses his last bit of energy to scribble a note, then 

dies. 

The pastor thinks it best not to look at the note right away, so 

he places it in his jacket pocket.. 

At Frank‟s funeral, as the pastor is finishing his eulogy, he 

realizes he‟s wearing the jacket he was wearing when Frank 

died. 

“Frank handed me a note just before he died,” he says. 

“I haven‟t looked at it, but knowing Frank, I‟m sure 

there‟s a word of inspiration in it for us all.” 

Opening the note, he reads aloud, “Move!  You‟re 

standing on my oxygen hose!” 

Jim Tow sends — 

The Demise Of The Lake Torpedo Boat Company 

I thought you might find the article linked below to be 

interesting reading. 

The Demise of the Lake Torpedo Boat Company 

 

New CNO… 

On 16 June it was announced that Adm. Jonathan W. Green-

ert, vice chief of naval operations, has been recommended to 

succeed the retiring Adm. Gary Roughead as the next chief of 

naval operations. 

Navy Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, said Greenert is “an exceptional officer, and if con-

firmed, will be, I believe, an exceptional CNO.” 

“He has wonderful operational experience, fleet experience, 

he‟s terrific with people and he has extensive experience in 

the money world, which is now facing all of us,” Mullen said. 

“So I strongly concur with the recommendation.” 

Roughead, will retire this fall, after four decades of service 

and leadership including having the helm of the Navy for the 

past four years. 

Upon being notified of the news, Roughead offered his con-

gratulations and endorsement.  “I could not be more pleased 

that Adm. Jon Greenert has been nominated to be the 30th 

Chief of Naval Operations.  I have known Jon and his family 

well for years and I have the utmost respect for him as a lead-

er and a naval officer.” 

In a statement released after the announcement Greenert said 

“I am honored and humbled by the recommendation and look 

forward to working with Congress during the confirmation 

process.” 

Greenert‟s career as a submariner includes assignments 

aboard USS Flying Fish (SSN-673), USS Tautog (SSN-639), 

Submarine NR-1, USS Michigan 

(SSGN-727) and as commander of USS 

Honolulu (SSN-718).  He also served 

as commander of Submarine Squadron 

11, U.S. Naval Forces Mariana, U.S. 7th 

Fleet in the Pacific 

and U.S. Fleet 

Forces Command 

before he became 

the vice CNO. 

Consolidation… 

The U.S. Navy is moving full steam ahead with its plan to 

consolidate its special warfare submarine operations at Pearl 

Harbor. 

The Navy will close Naval Special Warfare Undersea Enter-

prise facilities in Florida and California and combine opera-

tions on Ford Island and at the Pearl City peninsula.  The 

command executes supports and provides oversight for sub-

marine training and operations. 

By consolidating the three commands into 

one facility, the Navy hopes to reduce supply 

and operating costs.  Pearl Harbor was se-

lected because of its existing infrastructure. 

http://diodon349.com/Stories/Story_of_Demise_%20of_Laketorp.htm

