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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

There will be a short meeting prior to the 

Annual 

Blueback Base Picnic. 

The picnic will be held on 

Saturday 13 August 2011 from 

1100 until 1500. 

We have the shelter near the horseshoe pits reserved 

at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, OR. 

A map and directions are found on Page 5 

Bring a dish to pass.  The base will provide the meat, 

soft drinks and water. 

Hope to see you all there! 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — August 2011 — # 209 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

14 July 2011 

1900—Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough. 

Invocation — Arlo Gatchel. 

Pledge of Allegiance led — Ray Lough. 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed — Ray 

Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for June — Stu Crosby and 

Jim Marr. 

Introductions — All. 

June meeting minutes approved. 

Secretary report (E-Board Minutes) — Dave 

Vrooman. 

Treasurer report — Collie Collins. 

Base Commander Report — Ray Lough: 

Monthly Memorial at Willamette National Ceme-

tery is Thursday 28 July. 

Danny Fong continues treatment for cancer and 

would like visttors.  Please call prior to visiting 

him.  He also is in need with help in transporta-

tion to his doctor visits. 

Dallas Dolan is undergoing medical procedures. 

Old Business: 

Cathlemet Parade:  The parade is Saturday 16 July 

and will start at 1100.  Please be there around 

0900 to help get the float ready for 1000 judging.  

Don’t forget the picnic following the parade at 

the Kimmels  A map and directions is in this 

month’s (July) Sanitary. 

Annual Picnic:  The Base Annual Picnic will be 

held at Clackamette Park in Oregon City on Sat-

urday 13 August.  See Page 5 for details. 

Christmas Party:  A motion was made, seconded 

and passed to have this year’s Christmas Party at 

the Rivershore Hotel (Best Western) in Oregon 

City on 8 December.  They will charge about 

$25.00 per person.  With the base contributing a 

portion of this amount (How much will be deter-

mined by the amount raised by the monthly raf-

fles and the money contributed by the wives from 

the “chow down” proceeds.) members cost will 

be less than this. 

New Business: 

The trailer we have for parades as well as the 

“Albacore” needs work.  We need volunteers for 

a work party at Fred Carneau’s on Saturday 10 

September starting at 0900. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to pur-

chase a portable shelter to help protect the trailer 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members to pay for a nametag. 

and float. 

50/50—$30.00 won by Ray Lough.  Raffle for a dol-

phin flag was won by Bill Bryan 

Good of the Order: 

Herb Herman was inducted into the Holland Club, 

See page 4 

Bob Lee — It has been suggested that USSVI-

USSVWWII luncheons alternate between 

Wednesdays and Saturday.  Plan to have Septem-

ber luncheon on a Saturday.  See Page 9. 

Storekeeper to order 25 USSVI 2012 Calendars. 

Collie Collins — Reported on Danny Fong and his 

request for visitors.  Please call in advance. 

Jim Marr and Reggie Seel commented on the reac-

tions of people they have spoken to about the loss 

of the USS Thresher (SSN-593). 

Jim Dunn, Region Director Western, — In a recent 

meeting with National Officers discussions were 

held concerning: 

 Conventions—A means to keep prices down 

needs to be put in place. 

 Scholarships—The USSVI Scholarship Pro-

gram is available to all the children, grandchil-

dren, stepchildren and Guardian children of our 

members.  Applications are accepted from Oc-

tober through April.  Contact Dave Vrooman 

for more information. 

Benediction — Arlo Gatchel 

2000—Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 29 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr.; Bywater; 

Carneau; Collins, Collie; Corbett; Crosby; Darkes; 

Gatchel; Hager; Herman; Jackson; Johnson, Larry; 

Lee; Lough; Marr; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; Sayler; 

Seel; Smith; Stafford; Stowe; Thrall; Tzevelekos; 

Vick; Vrooman; Webb; Wonsley and Guest Jim 

Dunn, Region Director Western. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 
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This month in submarine history This month in submarine history This month in submarine history ———   

August… 

8 August 1942 — USS Nautilus (SS-168) and USS Argonaut 

(SS 166) left Pearl Harbor for the “Carlson Raiders” opera-

tion.  The two submarines embarked troops [222 men] of 

Companies A and B, 2nd Raider Battalion, and got under-

way for Makin atoll in the Gilbert Islands.  Conditions dur-

ing the transit were unpleasant, and most of the Marines 

became seasick.  The convoy arrived off Makin on 16 Au-

gust; at 0330 the next day, the Marines began landing.  

Their task was intelligence gathering, the destruction of 

military installations and also to divert attention away from 

a landing at the Solomon Islands.  After nightfall on 18 Au-

gust, thinking all surviving marines were on board, the 

boats set course for Pearl Harbor, with Nautilus arriving on 

25 August and Argonaut arriving a day later.  When news 

of the raid was released to the American public, it was 

greeted with great enthusiasm.  The rest of the story - pg. 8 

14 August 1945 — the last torpedo sinking of WWII by a 

U.S. submarine was fired by USS Torsk (SS-423).  Coast 

Defense Vessel #47 was the last ship sunk by U.S. subma-

rines in the war. 

11 August 1948 — USS Skipjack (SS-184) sunk as a target in 

700 fathoms of water off the coast of California by aircraft 

rockets after participation in nuclear weapon test BAKER at 

Bikini Atoll.  Skipjack earned seven battle stars for World 

War II service. 

1 August 1953 — USS Harder (SS-568), operating off the 

British Isles, experienced mechanical difficulties with her 

then-experimental Fairbanks type 3 engines.  Her engines 

broke down completely off the east coast of Ireland and 

Harder was taken under tow by USS Tringa (ASR-16).  

She endured the longest tow in submarine history, 2100 

miles across the Atlantic to New London, Connecticut. 

20 August 1958 — USS Scorpion (SSN-589) keel laid as 

Scorpion at the Electric Boat Division, General Dynamics 

Corp., Groton, CT; this was her second keel laying/hull 

construction, since her first was reassigned to USS George 

Washington (SSBN-598).  George Washington’s authenti-

cation plate bore the Scorpion name.  [Inside George 

Washington's forward escape hatch, a plaque remained 

bearing her original name.  Because the ballistic missile 

compartment design of George Washington would be re-

used in later boat classes, the section inserted into George 

Washington was designed with a deeper test depth rating 

than the rest of the submarine.] 

3 August 1961 — USS Thresher (SSN-593) commissioned at 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Kittery, ME; she was the first 

boat of what came to be a class of 14 submarines.  This was 

the first new design submarine for which Electric Boat 

Company was not the lead yard. 

6 August 1988 —USS San Juan (SSN-751) commissioned at 

the Electric Boat Division, General Dynamics Corp., 

Groton, CT.  She was the first improved 688 submarine 

(688I).  Improvements included a strengthening of the sail 

Binnacle list Binnacle list Binnacle list ———   

Danny Fong — Danny continue chemo and would really ap-

preciate seeing his shipmates.  He also needs help with trans-

portation to and from Doctor appointments.  Call him prior to 

visiting.  You can get his phone number from me by calling 

the number listed in Forward Battery. 

Bob Sumner is having breathing problems and is under doc-

tor’s care. 

Dallas Dolan is undergoing treatments. 

Our thoughts are with all of you! 

Please advise me of any other shipmates that are 

having health problems so that I can add them. 

and relocation of the fairwater planes to the bow.  This gave 

the class an Arctic operations capability. 

Base Commander’s Corner— 

Well another parade under the Albacore’s belt and the plau-

dits are still coming in. Our Host in Cathlamet, Ron Kimmel, 

has informed me that our attendance was greatly appreciated 

by the town and hinted they hoped we would attend again 

next year.  My response to Ron (half jokingly) we’ll wait and 

see since this was the first parade Albacore entered and DID-

N’T win a ribbon.  The club can rest assure that all attempts 

were made to convince the lady judges that we were a viable 

group of dedicated and intelligent veterans who enjoyed pa-

rades.  Maybe the hugs were too much? 

On a more serious note, those that had signed up to attend 

and didn’t missed out on a great BBQ at Kimmel’s home.  We 

got to meet the Grand Marshall of the parade who was a 

WWII Sub Vet who retired as an Admiral.  Someone left a 

jacket at Kimmels place which he has sent to me so let me 

know if you’re missing a jacket. 

We have set a date for maintenance on the flat bed trailer 

which is in conflict with my schedule for September.  I would 

like to move the date either to Sept. 3rd or Sept 17th.  The 

weekend currently conflicts with the Nehalem campout 

planned by the Rvers. 

We have been invited to store the Albacore at Tudor Davis’ 

home in Battleground, WA.  It will be under cover in Tudor’s 

shop garage. I offered to provide a cover for his truck to park 

under but was told in no uncertain terms that volunteers don’t 

expect payments for volunteer work.  What a great example 

for all of us and what a great Veteran!  Bravo Zulu to Tudor 

and to Gary Webb for his past donation of a site to park the 

Albacore. 

Hope everyone is looking forward to the Base picnic at 

Clackamette Park on Saturday 13August! 

I plan on having a meeting as usual the second 

Thursday in September. 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base Commander 
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

Left: 

Herb Herman (C) was inducted into the HOLLAND CLUB 
by Base Commander, Ray Lough (L) and Region Director 

Western, Jim Dunn (R)  during the July meeting. 

Congratulations Herb! 

Below: 
Getting ready for the Bald Eagle Day Parade in 

Cathlamet, WA on 16 July.   It rained before and after 
the parade, but we managed to stay dry during the 
“march”  The picnic at the Kimmels afterwards was 
great.  What a spread.  All of you who chose not to 
turn out, missed a great time.  Hope to see more of 

you there next year, if we vote to return. 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Annual Picnic... 

The BLUEBACK Base Annual picnic will be held again this 

year at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, on Saturday 13 

August.  It will start at 11, with a short business meeting, and 

run until 1500 (this is the time frame that we have the shelter 

reserved for), although you can stay longer if you want to.  

Les Savage will be doing the meat, the Base will provide soda 

to drink and Bob Lee is in charge of — Corn on the cob.  So, 

all you need is your favorite dish to share and your own sil-

verware and plate. 

All base members as well as WWII Sub Vets and their fami-

ly / guests are invited. 

Clackamette Park1955 Clackamette Drivelies at the con-

fluence of the Willamette and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon 

City, with easy access from I-205 (exit 9) and 99E (see above 

map). 

There is no admission fee. 

The park contains 38 parking spaces for RV camping on the 

river ($25.00) or with a view of the Willamette River 

($20.00) .  Sites have power and water.  There is a dump sta-

tion available for a $3-$5 donation.  Camping is on a first 

come first serve basis. 

A boat ramp to launch fishing and recreational boats is avail-

able for public use.  The beaches attract both the sun worship-

per and the nature lover with sun, water, nature paths and 

wildlife!  For years, horseshoe enthusiasts have enjoyed the 

multiple stakes available for their games in the northern end 

of the park, next to the shelter we have reserved.  Bring your 

horseshoes!  Maybe we could have a Blueback Base horse-

shoe tournament. 

Reminders: 

This is a public park and Alcohol is not legal so plan ac-

cordingly.  Our storekeeper has submarine logo can co-

vers if you need one. 

Bring your own chairs. 

See the above map for directions. 

Picnic from 1100 to 1500. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there on 13 August!! 

Blueback Base 

Annual Picnic 

Saturday 

13 August 2011 

Clackamette Park 

Oregon City, OR 
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Support our TroopS Support our TroopS Support our TroopS ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ———   AugustAugustAugust   

USS Bullhead (SS-332) — Lost on 6 August 1945 with the 

loss of 84 Officers and Men in the Lombok Strait while on her 
3rd war patrol when sunk by a depth charge dropped by a 

Japanese Army plane.  Bullhead was the last submarine lost 
during WW II.  Bullhead earned two battle stars for her 

World War II service. 

USS Flier (SS-250) — Lost on 13 August 1944 with the loss of 

78 Officers and Men while on her 2nd war patrol.  Flier was 
transiting on the surface when she was rocked by a massive 

explosion (probably a mine) and sank within less than a mi-

nute.  13 survivors, some injured, made it into the water and 
swam to shore.  8 survived and 6 days later friendly natives 

guided them to a Coast Watcher.  They were evacuated by 
the USS Redfin (SS-272).  Flier earned one battle star for 

her World War II service. 

USS S-39 (SS-144) — Lost on 14 August 1942 with no loss of 

life.  While on her 5th war patrol, she grounded on a reef, off 
Rossel Island, New Guinea.  After attempts to refloat her 

were unsuccessful, the submarine was gutted and left to 

break up naturally.  The entire crew of 47 was able to get off 
and was rescued by the corvette HMAS Katoomba (J204/
M204).  Her crew was taken to Townsville, Australia and 
reassigned to other submarines. The commanding officer 

almost faced court martial (grounding in peacetime is consid-
ered negligence), but was saved by Admiral Ralph W. Chris-

tie.  S-39 earned two battle stars for her World War II ser-
vice. 

USS Harder (SS-257) — Lost on 24 August 1944 with the 

loss of 79 Officers and Men from a depth charge attack by a 
minesweeper near Bataan while on her 6th war patrol.  Her 

skipper, Cdr. Samuel D. Dealey was posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Honor.  Harder earned six battle stars and the 

Presidential Unit Citation for World War II service.  In ac-
cordance with Navy custom, the citation was presented to 

the second Harder (SS-568) upon her commissioning. 

USS Cochino (SS-345) — Lost on 26 August 1949 after being 

jolted by a violent polar gale off Norway caused an electrical 

fire and battery explosion that generated hydrogen and chlo-
rine gasses.  In extremely bad weather, men of Cochino 

and USS Tusk (SS-426) fought to save the boat for 14 
hours.  After a 2nd battery explosion, abandon ship was or-

dered and Cochino sank.  Tusk’s crew rescued all of 
Cochino’s men except for one civilian engineer.  6 sailors 

from Tusk were lost during the rescue. 

USS Pompano (SS-181) — Lost on 29 August 1943 with the 

loss of 77 Officers and Men while on her 7th war patrol.  

Pompano left Midway on 20 August, bound for Hokkaidō 
and Honshū.  She was never heard from again, and when 

she failed to return, was presumed lost.  The Japanese knew 
she was in her area, however, for two ships fell to her torpe-

does during September: Akama Maru on 3 September, and 
Taiko Maru on 25 September.  The enemy made no anti-

submarine attacks during this period in Pompano's 

area, so newly-laid mines in the vicinity, not known 
to U.S. Navy intelligence until after she sailed, prob-

ably sank her.  Pompano earned seven battle stars 
for service in World War II. 

Did you know Did you know Did you know ——— 

Retiree / Veteran Checklist:  What Survivors 

Should Know... 

 Create a military file that includes a copy of retirement or-

ders (from the military), separation papers, DD Form 214, 

medical records, and any other pertinent military paper-

work.  Make sure your spouse knows the location and tele-

phone number of the nearest military installation. 

o Retirees: 

 Create a military retired pay file that includes the follow-

ing contact information for the Defense Finance and Ac-

counting Service (DFAS) and Navy Personnel Command: 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service 

U S Military Retirement Pay  

Post Office Box 7130 

London, KY 40742-7130 

(800) 321-1080 or (216) 522-5955 

(800) 269-5170 (for issues regarding deceased mem-

bers)  

Navy Personnel Command (N135C) 

Navy Personnel Command 

Retired Activities Branch 

5720 Integrity Drive 

Millington, TN 38055-6220 

o This file should also include the number of any pending 

VA claim as well as the address of the local VA office; a 

list of deductions currently being made from retired pay or 

VA benefits.  Also include the name, relationship and ad-

dress of the person you have designated to any unpaid re-

tired pay at the time of death.  This designation is located 

on the back of your Retiree Account Statement. 

 Create an annuities file.  This file should contain infor-

mation about the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP), Reserve 

Component Survivor Benefit Plan (RCSBP) or the Retired 

Serviceman’s Family Protection Plan (RSFPP), or any appli-

cable Civil Service annuity, etc. Additional information re-

garding SBP, RCSBP and RSFPP annuity claims can be ob-

tained from DFAS office at (800) 321-1080. 

 Create a personal document file that has copies of marriage 

certificates, divorce decrees, adoptions and naturalization pa-

pers. 

 Create an income tax file.  Include copies of both of your 

state and federal income tax returns. 

 Create a property tax file.  Include copies of tax bills, deeds 

and any other related documents/information. 
(Continued on page 7) 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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From the crew From the crew From the crew ———   

Morning Muster...Ray Lough --sends — 

Ensign Law was holding morning muster. 

"Jackson?" --- "Here!" 

"KIBBEY?" --- "Yo." 

"STEPHENS?" --- "Present, sir." 

"Robbins?" --- "Yo." 

"SEEBACK?" --- (Nothing) 

"SEEBACK?!" --- (Still nothing) 

"DAMMIT, SEEBACK!" 

The Chief quietly tells the Ensign 

"Turn the paper over, sir." 

 

After today - no more…Clive Waite Sends — 

I just read an article on the dangers of drinking… 

Scared the crap out of me. 

So that's it! 

After today, no more reading. 

 

Ocean Cruise...Adapted from story from Otto Tzevelekos — 

A young submariner was between patrols of his Trident sub-

marine and spending some time in New York City.  He was 

walking along a pier when he spotted a beautiful girl leaning 

over the sea wall, apparently attempting to end her life by 

throwing herself in the water. 

But, just before she could throw herself from the docks, the 

petty officer stopped her. 

“You are so beautiful and have so much to live for,” said the 

man.  “I'm a sailor, and we are off to Italy tomorrow.  I can 

stow you away on my ship.  I’ll take care of you, bring you 

food every day, and keep you happy.” 

With nothing to lose, combined with the fact that she had 

always wanted to go to Italy, the girl accepted.  That night the 

sailor brought her aboard and hid her in a small but comforta-

ble compartment in the hold.  From then on, every night, he 

would bring her three sandwiches, a bottle of red wine, and 

make love to her until dawn.  Two weeks later she was dis-

covered by the captain during a routine inspection. 

“What are you doing here?” asked the captain. 

“I have an arrangement with one of the sailors,” she replied. 

“He brings me food and I get a free trip to Italy.” 

“I see,” the captain says. 

Her conscience got the best of her and she added, “Plus, he’s 

screwing me. 

“He certainly is,” replied the captain. “This is the Staten Is-

land Ferry.” 

 Create an insurance policy file.  Include life, property, acci-

dent, liability and hospitalization policies. 

 In a secure location: 

 Maintain a list of all bank accounts (joint or individual).  

Include the location of all deposit boxes, savings bonds, 

stocks, bonds and any securities owned. 

 Maintain a list of all charge accounts and credit cards.  

Include account numbers and mailing addresses. 

 Maintain a list of all associations and organizations of 

which you are a member.  Some of them could be helpful to 

your spouse. 

 Maintain a list of all friends and business associates who 

may be helpful. Include name, address and telephone num-

ber. 

 Discuss your plans/desires with respect to the type and loca-

tion of your funeral service.  You should decide about cre-

mation, which cemetery, ground burial, etc. If your spouse 

knows your desires, it will resolve some of the questions that 

might arise at a later date. 

 Visit a local funeral home and pre-arrange your services.  

Many states will allow you to pre-pay for services. 

 Investigate the decisions that you and your family have 

agreed upon.  Many states have specific laws and guidelines 

regulating cremation and burials at sea.  Some states require 

a letter of authority signed by the deceased in order to au-

thorize a cremation.  Know the laws in your specific area and 

how they may affect your decisions.  Information regarding 

Burials at Sea can be obtained by phoning the Mortuary Af-

fairs Division at (866) 787-0081. 

 Once your decisions have been made and you’re comforta-

ble with them, have a will drawn up outlining all your wishes 

and store it in a secure location with your other paperwork. 

 When all the decision-making and documenting is complet-

ed, sit back and continue to enjoy life. 

Who should be notified in the event of my death? 

1. Defense Finance and Accounting Service (800) 321-1080 

or (216) 522-5955 

2. Social Security Administration (for death benefits) - (800) 

772-1213 

3. Department of Veterans Affairs (if applicable) – (800) 827

-1000 

4. Office of Personnel and Management (if applicable) - 

(724) 794-8690 

5. Any fraternal group that you have membership with such 

as MOOA, FRA, NCOA, VFW, AL, TREA, USSVI NA-

TIONAL OFFICE notify when a shipmate goes on Eternal 

Patrol.  Provide Name, Base and date of death and obituary 

if available. 

6. Any previous employer that provides pension or benefits. 

The above information is not all-inclusive and should 

be used with other estate planning tools to lessen 

trauma to your loved ones. —Information provided 

by Carl Schmidt – USSVI National Chaplain.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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The rest of the story… 

The USS Nautilus (SS-168) departed Hawaiian waters for 

her second war patrol, a special troop transport mission of 

three weeks duration, on 8 August 1942.  Sailing with subma-

rine USS Argonaut (SS-166), between the two boats, carrying 

the Marine Second Raider Battalion of 222 men, under Lieu-

tenant Colonel Evans F. Carlson (“Carlson’s Raiders”), she 

arrived off Makin Atoll, in the Gilbert Islands on 16 August 

to stage a raid for intelligence gathering, the destruction of 

military installations and also to divert attention away from a 

landing at the Solomon Islands.  The large size of these two 

submarine “cruisers”, they were both over 370 feet long and 

the largest submarines prior to the nuclear fleet, made them 

useful for carrying both troops and cargo on covert missions.  

They also carried twin 6”/53 Cal deck guns to support the 

raid. 

Early the following morning, she sent the Raiders ashore on 

Little Makin in rubber boats rigged with outboard motors.  At 

0703, she provided gunfire support against enemy positions at 

Ukiangong Point on Butaritari and shelled enemy ships in the 

lagoon, sinking two, a troop barge and a patrol boat.  At 1039, 

an enemy plane appeared and Nautilus dove.  Two aerial at-

tacks followed at 1130 and at 1255.  The latter flight was 

made up of 12 planes, two of which landed in the lagoon to 

discharge troops.  About 35 of the reinforcements made it to 

shore to fire on the Americans. 

The Marines began to withdraw at 1700.  At 1900, they 

launched their boats.  Many were unable to clear the breakers 

without the aid of their damaged outboards.  Only seven boats 

and less than 100 men returned that night.  Over 100 Raiders 

were forced to return to the beach at Makin.  Carlson left the 

decision as to what to do with each individual.  Some decided 

to risk using the rubber boats again - this proved successful 

for 20 men.  Carlson then decided that the rest of the men left 

on the beach would offer to surrender to the Japanese.  How-

ever, they could find no Japanese to surrender to and Carlson 

decided, correctly, that they must have evacuated the island.  

He and his men scouted the island and found that the lagoon 

on the atoll was not defended by an artillery battery as was 

thought.  Carlson called in the two submarines into the la-

goons and used makeshift rafts to get out to them.  However, 

in the general confusion of war, it was discovered that nine 

Raiders were left behind once the submarines had set sail.  

When the Japanese returned to the island, the men were 

caught and sent to a military base at Kwajalein.  Here, in Oc-

tober, Vice-Admiral Koso Abe sentenced the nine men to be 

beheaded.  After the war, Koso Abe was put on trial for war 

crimes and was subsequently hanged. 

On 25 August Nautilus arrived in Pearl Harbor with Argo-

naut arriving a day later.  Although the Marine Raiders suc-

ceeded in annihilating the Japanese garrison on the island, the 

raid failed to meet its other material objectives.  No Japanese 

prisoners were taken, and no meaningful intelligence was col-

lected.  Also, no significant Japanese forces were diverted 

from the Solomon Islands area.  In fact, because the vulnera-

bilities to their garrisons in the Gilbert Islands were highlight-

ed by the raid, the Japanese strengthened their fortifications 

and defensive preparations on the islands in the central Pacif-

ic, which may have caused heavier losses for U.S. forces dur-

ing the battles of the Gilbert and Marshall Islands campaigns.  

However, the raid did succeed in its objectives of boosting 

morale and testing Raider tactics.  When news of the raid was 

released to the American public, it was greeted with great en-

thusiasm. 

9 December 2000 

The remains of 19 World War II Marine Raiders killed in 

action on Butaritari Island (Makin Atoll) and listed as missing 

in action since August 1942 were recently identified, and will 

be returned to their families for burial.  

The Marines were members of the Marine Corps’ 2nd Raider 

Battalion, killed during the August 17-18, 1942, raid on Japa-

nese-held Butaritari Island, during which an estimated 83 Jap-

anese soldiers were killed.  Lt. Col. Evans F. Carlson com-

manded the Raiders during the operation, and President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s son, Capt. James Roosevelt, was the 

operation’s second-in-command.  Ferried to the island by sub-

marines and landing on and departing Butaritari by rubber 

boats, the Marines were unable to evacuate the bodies of their 

fallen comrades.  With the assistance of island inhabitants, 

including a man who assisted in the burial of the Marines in 

1942, the U.S. Army Central Identification Laboratory, Ha-

waii (CILHI) used an exhaustive forensic identification pro-

cess, including the use of mitochondrial DNA, to confirm the 

identities of the Marines.  Marine Corps officials, using his-

torical military records and more modern search techniques, 

located the next of kin of each of the Marines.  Among the 

remains recovered are those of Sgt. Clyde Thomason, the first 

enlisted Marine awarded the Medal of Honor during World 

War II. 

Six bodies were returned to families for burial and 13 of the 

recovered were laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery on 

the 59th anniversary of the Makin raid, 17 August 2001 with 

full military honors. 

“Let us all remember that the Carlson’s Second Marine Raid-

ers joined the Raiders together; they fought together; they 

died together; they were buried together; they were then found 

together and identified and returned to the United States to-

gether.  We firmly believe it to be most appropriate to honor 

their supreme sacrifice by burying them together, each with a 

separate grave, each with a separate grave 

stone with an appropriate memorial in the cen-

ter of this group of fine lads [that includes the 

names of all 19 recovered].” — United States 

Marine Raider Association 

NAVSEA APPROVES DONATION OF SAIL... 

The USS Cincinnati (SSN 693) is coming home where it 

belongs.  In a letter dated 13 June 2011, NAVSEA officially 

approved a request by the Hamilton County [Ohio] Commis-

sioners to acquire the Sail, Rudder, Wardroom Table and Die-

(Continued on page 9) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Makin_Raid
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sel Engine [Painted Red in honor of the Cincinnati Reds] of 

the decommissioned nuclear powered submarine USS Cin-

cinnati (SSN 693). 

The sail and rudder will be displayed at the newly ap-

proved Veterans Memorial park located on the north 

bank of the Ohio River in downtown Cincinnati.  The 

park is to be located in an area designated as “The 

Banks”; an 18 acre complex of businesses and parks lo-

cated between Paul Brown Stadium, home of the Cincin-

nati Bengals and The Great American Ballpark, home of 

the Cincinnati Reds.  This is a prime area of downtown 

Cincinnati and should attract many visitors.  The park is 

being built with the cooperation of Hamilton County and 

the City of Cincinnati Parks Department.  The Ward-

room table and Diesel Engine will be displayed in a yet 

to be determined location. 

The USS Cincinnati, a Los Angeles Class, Fast Attack 

submarine was built by the Newport News Shipyard. 

The 693 was commissioned in 1978 and decommis-

sioned in 1996.  She is currently moored 

at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and 

is scheduled into the drydock for final 

disposition in the fall of 2012. 

Paris TN: native named top submariner... 

Command Master Chief Cash Caldwell, a native of Paris, has 

assumed the position of Force Master Chief, Commander 

Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.  The change of charge 

ceremony was held at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 14Ju-

ly.  As Force Master Chief, Caldwell will be the senior advis-

er to the commander on all enlisted sailor matters.  As the 

senior enlisted submariner in the Pacific, he represents more 

than 10,000 submariners and support personnel who are as-

signed to 41 submarines in homeports from San Diego and 

Bangor, Wash., to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and Guam. 

The guest speaker at the change of charge ceremony, 

COMSUBPAC Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell (no relation) of-

fered remarks on Caldwell’s leadership skills and the impact 

he is going to have on the overall performance of our subma-

rine force during his time at COMSUBPAC.  “Out of all of 

the men who interviewed for the position of Force Master 

Chief, one man rose to the top, and that was Master Chief 

Caldwell,” Rear Adm. Caldwell said. “I am really looking 

forward to working with you, and I am sure we will not miss 

a beat during this change.  You are a great leader and I wel-

come you to the COMSUBPAC staff.” 

Following Rear Adm. Caldwell’s remarks and transfer of 

position, Master Chief Caldwell expressed his gratitude on 

becoming the new Force Master Chief.  “It is truly a privilege 

to be joining the SUBPAC command and I look forward to 

serving COMSUBPAC for many years to come,” said Master 

Chief Caldwell. “It is an honor to be part of a profoundly pro-

fessional leadership staff here in Pearl Harbor.  It is a com-

mand that is second to none.  I want to thank all of you for the 

hard work you do every day on the deck plates and I am hon-

ored to be your new Force Master Chief.” 

A 1980 graduate of Henry County High School, Caldwell 

enlisted in the Navy in 1984, attending Recruit Training in 

Great Lakes, Illinois.  Following Submarine School, he re-

ported to USS Sand Lance (SSN-660) where the boat com-

pleted major deployments to the North Atlantic and to the 

Mediterranean Sea.  Caldwell’s follow-on sea duty assign-

ments included a second tour on the USS Sand Lance as well 

as the USS Pasadena (SSN-752).  In June 2006, he reported 

to USS Columbus (SSN-762)as Chief of the Boat.  Ashore, 

Caldwell has served as submarine auxiliary systems engineer 

at the Virginia-class Program Office in Washington, D.C. 

where he was the “Lead Pilot” for the design of the Virginia-

class Submarine fly-by-wire ship control system. He also 

served on the staff of Submarine Squadron 17 in Bangor, 

Wash. In December 2008, 

Caldwell reported to Com-

mander, Submarine Squad-

ron 3 as Command Master 

Chief.  He holds a bache-

lor’s degree from Colum-

bia College and is a gradu-

ate of the Chief of the Boat 

and Command Master 

Chief Capstone course. 
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Repairs to damaged sub total $120 million... 

Groton - Repairing a severely damaged 17-year-old subma-

rine with the technology Electric Boat uses to build modern 

subs was like reconstructing a Ford Model T in a Lexus shop. 

The Navy contracted with EB for about $120 million worth 

of repairs to the USS Hartford (SSN-678) after the Los Ange-

les-class submarine collided with a Navy amphibious ship in 

the Strait of Hormuz in 2009.  The Navy wanted the subma-

rine back at sea as soon as possible - ideally, in one year. 

The repair team at EB knew the Hartford had rolled about 85 

degrees and damaged its sail, hull and port bow plane.  But 

the destruction turned out to be far worse than expected.  The 

sail leaned 15 to 20 degrees to the starboard side.  Seventy-

five percent of it was torn off. It would have to be removed to 

patch the hull.  There would be no saving the sub if the Hart-

ford did not keep its shape when welders cut into the hull to 

remove the damaged section, or after they patched it. 

And, the team discovered after the submarine was taken out 

of the water that the bow plane had caved in to the ballast 

tank.  The masts and antennas weren’t working because hy-

draulic fluid had shot through the system after the collision 

and damaged many valves. 

“In my 38 years here, we have never worked on something 

of this magnitude, repair wise,” said Stanley J. Gwudz, the 

director of ship’s management who likened the repairs to re-

constructing a Model T. 

This type of repair is “about as complex as they come,” said 

Rear Adm. David M. Duryea, deputy commander for under-

sea warfare. 

Retirees share knowledge: 

Because EB and its relatively young work force are set up for 

building today’s Virginia-class submarines- not for major re-

pairs to the aging Los Angeles class - some former employees 

came out of retirement to share their knowledge. 

The trick was figuring out how to combine today’s technolo-

gy with yesterday’s hand-drawn designs, some of which did-

n’t match up.  Daniel Vieira, the ship’s manager for the repair 

project, laughed when asked how such a feat was accom-

plished. 

“I lived it, and I’m not sure,” Vieira said. “It was through a 

lot of pain.  You know, you depend on a lot of people with a 

lot of experience and training to come back to you and say, 

‘This is right.  This isn’t. We need to fix this.’” 

The biggest problem was that the sail had crushed into the 

pressure hull.  It had been 20 years since anyone in the ship-

yard had performed a major cut into a submarine’s hull, the 

pressure-tight shell of a submarine, while maintaining the cir-

cularity of the ship. 

“The pressure hull is sacred ground,” Vieira said.  “It keeps 

water out.  Anytime you have anything that penetrates the 

pressure hull, it’s a big deal.” 

The half-moon shaped patch to fix the hull measured more 

than 150 square feet.  “It’s very easy to get warping or misa-

lignment or change the geometry with all the welding, which 

would have significant effects,” Vieira said. “The ship is 

shaped that way for a reason.” 

Welders and shipfitters at EB’s Quonset Point facility built a 

new sail using the modular construction techniques developed 

for the Virginia class.  Years ago they would have had to fix 

the hull, then build the sail piece by piece on the submarine. 

The repairs could have taken years if each step were done in 

sequence, instead of at the same time, Gwudz said. 

Useful lessons learned: 

Few vendors still make parts for Los Angeles-class subma-

rines. 

In the crash, the bow plane was forced back into its locking 

mechanism, caving the structure into the ballast tank.  A 16-

inch diameter shaft bent 4 inches, but a new shaft wasn’t 

available.  So EB engineers incorporated the 4-inch bend into 

the design.  A new, fully functional bow plane was built 

around the bent shaft to dive the sub. 

The damaged valves were replaced. 

Testing at sea in January showed the repairs to be successful. 

Gwudz could only recall one other repair job at EB where the 

level of damage on a submarine came close to the severity of 

the Hartford’s.  In the early 1980’s, he said, a Los Angeles-

class submarine needed its masts fixed and a patch under-

neath.  The graving dock was secured for this confidential job 

and Gwudz said he was never told how the submarine sus-

tained its damage. 

The $120 million price tag is less 

than 5 percent of what it would 

have cost to replace the Hartford 

with a new Virginia-class subma-

rine. 

U.S. Navy Sub Force Sets Future Priorities... 

Threatened by the specter of future submarine system cuts 

and burdened by increasing demands, the U.S. Navy is look-

ing to improve maintenance, enhance sensors, bolster pay-

loads and solidify the posture of its undersea force. 

“By 2030, our forward presence will decline by more than 

40% and our undersea strike capacity will drop by almost 

60%,” says a report from Submarine Forces Command, re-

leased earlier this month. “Despite these trends, there is every 

reason to believe that the future of naval warfare will place 

increasing, and not decreasing, demands on undersea forces. 

This divergence of resources and demands places ever greater 

stress on the importance of an integrated approach for our fu-

ture undersea capability development.” 

Keeping this in mind, the report says, the Navy must re-

examine its submarine “posture” to do the following: 

“Identify the implications to future operations given different 

force levels, payloads, basing and manning schemes; deter-

mine how best to operationally integrate diverse undersea sys-

tems, including UUVs [unmanned underwater vehicles] in the 

future; and refine the mission area of subsea warfare and the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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systems/operations needed to carry it out.” 

Further, the report says, the Navy must “defer the ‘new 

SSN’ [attack sub] while continuing procurement of additional 

blocks of VA [Virginia]-class SSNs with associated incre-

mental enhancements until after completion of Ohio [ballistic 

missile submarine] replacement class procurement.” 

The service also must “determine requirements for Ohio Re-

placement SSBN and its impact on SSGN [guided-missile 

sub] replacement” as well as “determine requirements for 

SSGN replacement and implications on SSBNs and SSNs” 

and “determine an approach for dealing with the SSN short-

fall after 2024 and how that impacts SSGN replacement op-

tions.” 

The submarine force also needs to find “improved human-

systems interfaces and reduced training burdens while im-

proving the capabilities and reliability of key sensors such as 

towed arrays and photonics masts,” the report says. And the 

Navy needs to “better balance operational requirements, fiscal 

realities, and sustainability in the COTS [commercial-off-the-

shelf] strategy” for its submarine force. 

To address some of its supply-chain issues, the submarine 

force must “improve sustainment and reduce cannibalization 

by better supply support (particularly Virginia class) and pro-

active management” of parts in conjunction with other Navy 

organizations. 

When it comes to payloads, the service must “consider the 

merits of the Virginia payload module to replace lost payload 

volume [distributed vs. concentrated firepower],” the report 

says, and, “plan to simplify payload interfaces” and “enhance 

the military utility of existing payloads through incremental 

evolutionary changes without needing new programs.” 

The Navy, the report says, needs to “plan to resume torpedo 

production; determine new payloads required and their impact 

on payload volume needs; consider future sonar system re-

quirements; conduct liaison with SOCOM [Special Opera-

tions Command] to determine the way ahead for SOF [special 

operations forces] payloads; and align payloads with evolving 

tactical security needs.” 

The service also should “encourage the development of un-

dersea payloads by other resource sponsors, including Con-

ventional Prompt Global Strike (OSD), Large Displacement 

Unmanned Undersea Vehicles, next-generation SOF vehicles 

(SOCOM), and distributed netted systems,” the report says. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Un-employment Hits Navy, too… 

With more sailors staying in the military amid a slumping 

economic recovery, the U.S. Navy is taking the unprecedent-

ed step of firing low-ranking petty officers to help rein in 

spending. 

The Navy plans to let go of 3,000 young sailors after eco-

nomic uncertainty put the service in the unusual position of 

having a manpower surplus. 

The move comes as a new government report shows that the 

unemployment rate ticked up to 9.2 percent -- marking 29 

straight months that number has been over 8 percent and a 

record streak since the Great Depression. 

In August, the Navy will convene a board to review the cases 

of 16,000 sailors and eliminate 3,000 positions, about 1 per-

cent of the force.  Navy officials say the jobs cuts will be 

based on experience and individual performance records. 

It’s a complete reversal for the military, which just four years 

ago at the height of the fighting in Iraq, had a hard time meet-

ing its recruiting goals.  At the time there was talk of the Ar-

my being spread so thin it would not have enough fighters to 

conduct its wars. Now with the White House aiming to cut 

spending and pull troops out of Iraq and Afghanistan, the 

need for more men has diminished. 

Rep. Mike Coffman, who sits on the House Armed Services 

Committee and served in the Marine Corps, says it’s not a 

good situation for those young sailors. 

“There’s no retirement for them and... There’s no severance 

for them,” Coffman said. “So essentially they’re with so many 

other Americans on unemployment.” 

Coffman told reporters it’s not unusual for the military’s re-

tention rates to go up during bad economic times, but he 

called this particular case “unprecedented”. 

“It’s never gone up to this level where so many people, the 

vast majority of people want to stay in the United States Na-

vy.” 

The retention rate for sailors with one to six years of service 

rose 10 percent from 2005 to 2010.  And the Navy is over-

staffed in 31 different job categories: jet engine mechanics, 

avionics technicians, electricians. 

“What we're seeing in the Navy is just the tip of iceberg for 

all the services,” Scales said. “The Air Force and the Navy 

have gone down in strength over the last few years and as the 

troops return from Afghanistan and Iraq and as pressure 

mounts on the defense budget, we’re going to see similar con-

sequences for the ground services.” 

Former Defense Secretary Robert Gates announced in Janu-

ary that as the wars come to a close in 2015 the Pentagon has 

plans to cut active-duty soldiers by 27,000 and reduce the Ma-

rine Corps by roughly 15,000. 

In October, the Army will begin cutting its ranks by 22,000 -

- and that means even more job seekers in a market with few-

er and fewer good jobs. 

Don’t forget the 

Annual Picnic 

Saturday 

13 August 2011 

Clackamette Park 

Oregon City, OR 

1100 — 1500 

See you there! 


