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Chris Stafford    503 -632 -4535  
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BBBASEASEASE    MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS .........    

There will be a short meeting prior to the 

Annual 

Blueback Base Picnic. 

The picnic will be held on 

Saturday 13 August 2011 from 

1100 until 1500. 

We have the shelter near the horseshoe pits reserved 

at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, OR. 

A map and directions are found on Page 5 

Bring a dish to pass.  The base will provide the meat, 

soft drinks and water. 

Hope to see you all there! 
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Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
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The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purposeéé 

ñTo perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.ò 
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Blueback Base  

Meeting Minutes  

14 July 2011  

1900ðMeeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough. 

Invocation ð Arlo Gatchel. 

Pledge of Allegiance led ð Ray Lough. 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed ð Ray 

Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for June ð Stu Crosby and 

Jim Marr. 

Introductions ð All. 

June meeting minutes approved. 

Secretary report (E-Board Minutes) ð Dave 

Vrooman. 

Treasurer report ð Collie Collins. 

Base Commander Report ð Ray Lough: 

Monthly Memorial at Willamette National Ceme-

tery is Thursday 28 July. 

Danny Fong continues treatment for cancer and 

would like visttors.  Please call prior to visiting 

him.  He also is in need with help in transporta-

tion to his doctor visits. 

Dallas Dolan is undergoing medical procedures. 

Old Business: 

Cathlemet Parade:  The parade is Saturday 16 July 

and will start at 1100.  Please be there around 

0900 to help get the float ready for 1000 judging.  

Donôt forget the picnic following the parade at 

the Kimmels  A map and directions is in this 

monthôs (July) Sanitary. 

Annual Picnic:  The Base Annual Picnic will be 

held at Clackamette Park in Oregon City on Sat-

urday 13 August.  See Page 5 for details. 

Christmas Party:  A motion was made, seconded 

and passed to have this yearôs Christmas Party at 

the Rivershore Hotel (Best Western) in Oregon 

City on 8 December.  They will charge about 

$25.00 per person.  With the base contributing a 

portion of this amount (How much will be deter-

mined by the amount raised by the monthly raf-

fles and the money contributed by the wives from 

the ñchow downò proceeds.) members cost will 

be less than this. 

New Business: 

The trailer we have for parades as well as the 

ñAlbacoreò needs work.  We need volunteers for 

a work party at Fred Carneauôs on Saturday 10 

September starting at 0900. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to pur-

chase a portable shelter to help protect the trailer 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL  NATIONAL  BASE  

1 Yr.  $20.00  $15.00  

3 Yr. pre -pay  $55.00  $15.00 / Yr.  

5 Yr. pre -pay  $90.00  $15.00 / Yr.  

LIFE  NATIONAL  BASE  

< Age 45  $500.00  $300.00  

Ages 46 -55 Yrs.  $400.00  $250.00  

Ages 56 -65 Yrs.  $300.00  $200.00  

Ages 66 -75 Yrs.  $200.00  $150.00  

Ages 76 +  $100.00  $50.00  

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members to pay for a nametag.  

and float. 

50/50ð$30.00 won by Ray Lough.  Raffle for a dol-

phin flag was won by Bill Bryan 

Good of the Order: 

Herb Herman was inducted into the Holland Club, 

See page 4 

Bob Lee ð It has been suggested that USSVI-

USSVWWII luncheons alternate between 

Wednesdays and Saturday.  Plan to have Septem-

ber luncheon on a Saturday.  See Page 9. 

Storekeeper to order 25 USSVI 2012 Calendars. 

Collie Collins ð Reported on Danny Fong and his 

request for visitors.  Please call in advance. 

Jim Marr and Reggie Seel commented on the reac-

tions of people they have spoken to about the loss 

of the USS Thresher (SSN-593). 

Jim Dunn, Region Director Western, ð In a recent 

meeting with National Officers discussions were 

held concerning: 

¶ ConventionsðA means to keep prices down 

needs to be put in place. 

¶ ScholarshipsðThe USSVI Scholarship Pro-

gram is available to all the children, grandchil-

dren, stepchildren and Guardian children of our 

members.  Applications are accepted from Oc-

tober through April.  Contact Dave Vrooman 

for more information. 

Benediction ð Arlo Gatchel 

2000ðMeeting adjourned. 

Sailing List ð 29 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr.; Bywater; 

Carneau; Collins, Collie; Corbett; Crosby; Darkes; 

Gatchel; Hager; Herman; Jackson; Johnson, Larry; 

Lee; Lough; Marr; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; Sayler; 

Seel; Smith; Stafford; Stowe; Thrall; Tzevelekos; 

Vick; Vrooman; Webb; Wonsley and Guest Jim 

Dunn, Region Director Western. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 
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This month in submarine history This month in submarine history This month in submarine history ddd   

Augusté 

8 August 1942 ð USS Nautilus (SS-168) and USS Argonaut 

(SS 166) left Pearl Harbor for the ñCarlson Raidersò opera-

tion.  The two submarines embarked troops [222 men] of 

Companies A and B, 2nd Raider Battalion, and got under-

way for Makin atoll in the Gilbert Islands.  Conditions dur-

ing the transit were unpleasant, and most of the Marines 

became seasick.  The convoy arrived off Makin on 16 Au-

gust; at 0330 the next day, the Marines began landing.  

Their task was intelligence gathering, the destruction of 

military installations and also to divert attention away from 

a landing at the Solomon Islands.  After nightfall on 18 Au-

gust, thinking all surviving marines were on board, the 

boats set course for Pearl Harbor, with Nautilus arriving on 

25 August and Argonaut arriving a day later.  When news 

of the raid was released to the American public, it was 

greeted with great enthusiasm.  The rest of the story - pg. 8 

14 August 1945 ð the last torpedo sinking of WWII by a 

U.S. submarine was fired by USS Torsk (SS-423).  Coast 

Defense Vessel #47 was the last ship sunk by U.S. subma-

rines in the war. 

11 August 1948 ð USS Skipjack (SS-184) sunk as a target in 

700 fathoms of water off the coast of California by aircraft 

rockets after participation in nuclear weapon test BAKER at 

Bikini Atoll.  Skipjack earned seven battle stars for World 

War II service. 

1 August 1953 ð USS Harder (SS-568), operating off the 

British Isles, experienced mechanical difficulties with her 

then-experimental Fairbanks type 3 engines.  Her engines 

broke down completely off the east coast of Ireland and 

Harder was taken under tow by USS Tringa (ASR-16).  

She endured the longest tow in submarine history, 2100 

miles across the Atlantic to New London, Connecticut. 

20 August 1958 ð USS Scorpion (SSN-589) keel laid as 

Scorpion at the Electric Boat Division, General Dynamics 

Corp., Groton, CT; this was her second keel laying/hull 

construction, since her first was reassigned to USS George 

Washington (SSBN-598).  George Washingtonôs authenti-

cation plate bore the Scorpion name.  [Inside George 

Washington's forward escape hatch, a plaque remained 

bearing her original name.  Because the ballistic missile 

compartment design of George Washington would be re-

used in later boat classes, the section inserted into George 

Washington was designed with a deeper test depth rating 

than the rest of the submarine.] 

3 August 1961 ð USS Thresher (SSN-593) commissioned at 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Kittery, ME; she was the first 

boat of what came to be a class of 14 submarines.  This was 

the first new design submarine for which Electric Boat 

Company was not the lead yard. 

6 August 1988 ðUSS San Juan (SSN-751) commissioned at 

the Electric Boat Division, General Dynamics Corp., 

Groton, CT.  She was the first improved 688 submarine 

(688I).  Improvements included a strengthening of the sail 

Binnacle list Binnacle list Binnacle list ddd   

Danny Fong ð Danny continue chemo and would really ap-

preciate seeing his shipmates.  He also needs help with trans-

portation to and from Doctor appointments.  Call him prior to 

visiting.  You can get his phone number from me by calling 

the number listed in Forward Battery . 

Bob Sumner is having breathing problems and is under doc-

torôs care. 

Dallas Dolan is undergoing treatments. 

Our thoughts are with all of you! 

Please advise me of any other shipmates that are 

having health problems so that I can add them. 

and relocation of the fairwater planes to the bow.  This gave 

the class an Arctic operations capability. 

#"4& $0.."/%&3z4 $03/&3d 

Well another parade under the Albacoreôs belt and the plau-

dits are still coming in. Our Host in Cathlamet, Ron Kimmel, 

has informed me that our attendance was greatly appreciated 

by the town and hinted they hoped we would attend again 

next year.  My response to Ron (half jokingly) weôll wait and 

see since this was the first parade Albacore entered and DID-

NôT win a ribbon.  The club can rest assure that all attempts 

were made to convince the lady judges that we were a viable 

group of dedicated and intelligent veterans who enjoyed pa-

rades.  Maybe the hugs were too much? 

On a more serious note, those that had signed up to attend 

and didnôt missed out on a great BBQ at Kimmelôs home.  We 

got to meet the Grand Marshall of the parade who was a 

WWII Sub Vet who retired as an Admiral.  Someone left a 

jacket at Kimmels place which he has sent to me so let me 

know if youôre missing a jacket. 

We have set a date for maintenance on the flat bed trailer 

which is in conflict with my schedule for September.  I would 

like to move the date either to Sept. 3rd or Sept 17th.  The 

weekend currently conflicts with the Nehalem campout 

planned by the Rvers. 

We have been invited to store the Albacore at Tudor Davisô 

home in Battleground, WA.  It will be under cover in Tudorôs 

shop garage. I offered to provide a cover for his truck to park 

under but was told in no uncertain terms that volunteers donôt 

expect payments for volunteer work.  What a great example 

for all of us and what a great Veteran!  Bravo Zulu to Tudor 

and to Gary Webb for his past donation of a site to park the 

Albacore. 

Hope everyone is looking forward to the Base picnic at 

Clackamette Park on Saturday 13August! 

I plan on having a meeting as usual the second 

Thursday in September. 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base Commander 
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

,ÅÆÔȡ 

(ÅÒÂ (ÅÒÍÁÎ ɉ#Ɋ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ (/,,!.$ #,5" 
ÂÙ "ÁÓÅ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒȟ 2ÁÙ ,ÏÕÇÈ ɉ,Ɋ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 
7ÅÓÔÅÒÎȟ *ÉÍ $ÕÎÎ ɉ2Ɋ  ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ *ÕÌÙ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 

#ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ (ÅÒÂȦ 

"ÅÌÏ×ȡ 
'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ "ÁÌÄ %ÁÇÌÅ $ÁÙ 0ÁÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ 

#ÁÔÈÌÁÍÅÔȟ 7! ÏÎ Χά *ÕÌÙȢ   )Ô ÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÄÅȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÍÁÎÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÄÒÙ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ȰÍÁÒÃÈȱ  4ÈÅ ÐÉÃÎÉÃ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ +ÉÍÍÅÌÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ×ÁÒÄÓ ×ÁÓ 
ÇÒÅÁÔȢ  7ÈÁÔ Á ÓÐÒÅÁÄȢ  !ÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÈÏ ÃÈÏÓÅ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ 
ÔÕÒÎ ÏÕÔȟ ÍÉÓÓÅÄ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÉÍÅȢ  (ÏÐÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÆ 

ÙÏÕ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÉÆ ×Å ÖÏÔÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎȢ 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Annual Picnic...  

The BLUEBACK Base Annual picnic will be held again this 

year at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, on Saturday 13 

August.  It will start at 11, with a short business meeting, and 

run until 1500 (this is the time frame that we have the shelter 

reserved for), although you can stay longer if you want to.  

Les Savage will be doing the meat, the Base will provide soda 

to drink and Bob Lee is in charge of ð Corn on the cob.  So, 

all you need is your favorite dish to share and your own sil-

verware and plate. 

All base members as well as WWII Sub Vets and their fami-

ly / guests are invited. 

Clackamette Park-1955 Clackamette Drive-lies at the con-
fluence of the Willamette and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon 

City, with easy access from I-205 (exit 9) and 99E (see above 

map). 

There is no admission fee. 

The park contains 38 parking spaces for RV camping on the 

river ($25.00) or with a view of the Willamette River 

($20.00) .  Sites have power and water.  There is a dump sta-

tion available for a $3-$5 donation.  Camping is on a first 

come first serve basis. 

A boat ramp to launch fishing and recreational boats is avail-

able for public use.  The beaches attract both the sun worship-

per and the nature lover with sun, water, nature paths and 

wildlife!  For years, horseshoe enthusiasts have enjoyed the 

multiple stakes available for their games in the northern end 

of the park, next to the shelter we have reserved.  Bring your 

horseshoes!  Maybe we could have a Blueback Base horse-

shoe tournament. 

Reminders: 

§This is a public park and Alcohol is not legal so plan ac-

cordingly.  Our storekeeper has submarine logo can co-

vers if you need one. 

§Bring your own chairs. 

§See the above map for directions. 

§Picnic from 1100 to 1500. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there on 13 August!! 

Blueback Base  
Annual Picnic  

Saturday  
13 August 2011  

Clackamette Park  
Oregon City, OR  


