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BASE COMMANDERð 
Ray Lough    360 -573 -4274  

rayjoanlo@q.com  

VICE COMMANDERð 
Gary Webb    503 -632 -6259  

SECRETARYð 
Dave Vrooman    503 -466 -0379  

TREASURERð 
Collie Collins    503 -254 -6750  

CHAPLAINð 
Scott Duncan    503 -667 -0728  

CHIEF OF THE BOATð 
Stu Crosby    503 -390 -1451  

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMANð 
Mike LaPan    503 -655-7797  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMANð 
Gary Thrall    503 -659 -1917  

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMANð 
Gary Schultz, Jr.    503 -666 -6125  

BYLAWS CHAIRMANð 
Chris Stafford    503 -632 -4535  

SMALL STORES BOSSð 
Sandy Musa    503 -387 -5055  

TRUSTEEð 
Fred Carneau    503 -654 -0451  

SANITARY EDITORð 
Dave Vrooman    503 -466 -0379  

daveem1ss@frontier.com  

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMANð 
Scott Duncan    503 -667 -0728  

PAST BASE COMMANDERð 
Chuck Nelson      360 -694 -5069  

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND 
ALL AROUND GOOD GUYð 

Bob Walters    503 -284 -8693  

BBBASEASEASE    MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS .........    

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 8 September 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern ð Portland, OR 

at 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 8 September 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern ð Portland, OR 

at 1900 

No Chow This Month! 

USSVI ð Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon ð September 2011 ð # 210 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purposeéé 

ñTo perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.ò 
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Blueback Base  

Meeting Minutes  

14 July 2011  

1100ðMeeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough. 

Invocation ð Ray Lough. 

Pledge of Allegiance led ð Ray Lough. 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed ð Ray 

Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for June ð Stu Crosby and 

Dennis Smith. 

Introductions ð All. 

Old Business: 

Christmas Party:  The wives announced that they 

will contribute $5.00 per person that attends this 

yearôs Christmas Party.  Thank you very much ð

Ladies!  BZ! 

Work Party:  The work party to repair the Albacore 

and parade trailer was discussed and it was 

agreed upon to change the date to 17 September 

at 1100 at Tudor Davisô instead of the previously 

scheduled date and place.   See Page 9 for map 

and directions. 

Benediction ð Ray Lough 

1120ðMeeting adjourned. 

Sailing List ð 29 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr.; Carneau; 

Collins, Collie; Collins, Ron; Cook, Don; Corbett; 

Crosby; Davis; Gatchel; Herman; Jackson; Johnson, 

Larry; LaPan; Lee; Lough; McComiskey; Moon; 

Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; Savage; Scott; Smith; 

Stafford; Stowe; Sumner; Vrooman; Waite; Webb; 

Wonsley.  Most wives were also at this yearôs pic-

nic. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL  NATIONAL  BASE  

1 Yr.  $20.00  $15.00  

3 Yr. pre -pay  $55.00  $15.00 / Yr.  

5 Yr. pre -pay  $90.00  $15.00 / Yr.  

LIFE  NATIONAL  BASE  

< Age 45  $500.00  $300.00  

Ages 46 -55 Yrs.  $400.00  $250.00  

Ages 56 -65 Yrs.  $300.00  $200.00  

Ages 66 -75 Yrs.  $200.00  $150.00  

Ages 76 +  $100.00  $50.00  

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag.  

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ddd   SeptemberSeptemberSeptember    

USS S-5 (SS -110)  ð Lost on 1 September 1920 with no loss 

of life.  Following builderôs trials, outfitting , and crew train-
ing, S-5 departed Boston Navy Yard on 30 August 1920 to 

undergo full-power trials 55 mi. off the Delaware Capes.  At 
13:00 on 1 September, she commenced a dive for a sub-

merged test run.  Water unexpectedly entered the subma-
rine through the main air induction system, pouring into the 

control room, engine room, torpedo room, and the motor 
room, she sank bow-first with her stern showing above the 

water.  In a dramatic adventure, her exhausted crew was 

rescued during the next few days, but salvage attempts were 
unsuccessful.  S-5 settled to the bottom and was abandoned 

in 175 feet of water.  

USS Grayling (SS-209)  ð Lost on 9 September 1943 with 

the loss of 76 Officers and Men while on her 8 th war patrol.  
Grayling  was on patrol in Tablas Strait, in the Philippines, 

when she recorded her last kill.  She reported sinking the 
passenger-cargo ship Meizsan Maru on 27 August and was 

not heard from again after 9 September.  The cause of her 

loss was never determined.  She received six battle stars for 
WWII service. 

USS S-51 (SS -162) ð Lost on 25 September 1925 with the 

loss of 33 Officers and Men.  She sank off Block Island, 

Rhode Island, after colliding with a Merchant Steamer.  Only 
three of the 36 men in the submarine were able to abandon 

ship before she sank.  City of Rome spotted a single white 
masthead light but were unable to determine its course, 

speed, or intentions.  The ship altered her course away from 

the unknown light to give whatever it might be greater lee-
way.  Meanwhile, S-51 spotted the shipôs masthead and 
green sidelights, and held her course as she was required to 
do by the Rules of the Road then in effect.  Shortly after 

altering course, City of Rome spotted the submarineôs red 
sidelight and realized that they were on collision courses.  

She shifted her rudder and backed her engines, but it was 
too late.  Twenty -two minutes after first spotting the subma-

rineôs masthead light, the steamer rammed her.  The courts 

found City of Rome at fault for not reducing her speed when 
in doubt as to the movement of S-51 , and for not signaling 

her change of course.  However, both the district court and 
the Circuit Court of Appeals found S-51  at fault for having 

improper lights.  The United States Navy argued that it was 
not practicable to have submarines of this class comply with 

the literal provisions of the law, and that, as a special type of 

warship, S-51  was not under legal compulsion to comply 
with the law.  The court responded by saying if these state-

ments were correct, then submarines ñshould confine their 
operation to waters not being traversed by other ships .ò 

USS Cisco (SS -290)  ð Lost on 28 September 1943 with the 

loss of 76 Officers and Men on her first war patrol in the Sulu 

Sea west of Mindanao, Philippines.  Japanese records tell of 
sighting a submarine leaking oil on 28 September in an area 

where Cisco  is known to have been the only submarine then 

operating.  Japanese records state this submarine was 
sunk by bombs and depth charges.  The only survi-

vor from the crew was Chief Radioman Howell B. 
Rice (USN ret.), who was taken sick in Darwin and 

sent ashore to the Navy hospital prior to Cisco's  
final voyage. 
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This month in submarine history This month in submarine history This month in submarine history ddd   

Septemberé 

21 September 1916 ð USS O-15 (SS-76) keel laid at California 

Shipbuilding Company, Long Beach, CA. 

26 September 1921 ð USS R-6 (SS-83) sank at San Pedro Harbor, 

CA after a crewman opened both outer and inner torpedo tube 

doors.  She was refloated 13 October 1921 by USS R-10 (SS-87) 

and USS Cardinal (AM-6). 

14 September 1938 ð USS Squalus (SS-192) launched at Ports-

mouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME 

2 September 1946 ð USS Skipjack (SS-184) salvaged this day 

after the BAKER nuclear weapon test at Bikini Atoll, towed to Pearl 

Harbor and then to Mare Island Navy Yard, Vallejo, CA. 

1 September 1957 ð in the first few days of September, USS Nau-

tilus (SSN-571) suffered damage to two periscopes while surfacing 

under ice conditions during an exploratory trip under the Arctic ice-

pack. Nautilus returned from under the icepack to the open sea to 

perform repairs on the surface. It took 12 hours in rough seas, freez-

ing temperatures, and gale winds to fix one periscope. The other 

was damaged beyond repair. 

4 September 1962 ð USS Von Steuben (SSBN-632) keel laid at 

Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co., Newport News, 

VA. 

15 September 1964 ð USS John C. Calhoun (SSBN-630) com-

missioned at Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co., New-

port News, VA. 

4 September 1963 ð USS-Balao (SS/AGSS-285) main hull was 

sunk as a target off Charleston, South Carolina; the conning tower 

and shears are displayed at Navy Memorial Museum, Washington 

Navy Yard. 

29 September 1977 ð USS Archerfish (SSN-678) and USS Phila-

delphia (SSN-690) collided stern to stern at slow speed at the 

Groton submarine base, CT, minor damage was reported. 

28 September 1982 ð USS Sam Houston (SSN-609) spilled less 

than 50 gallons of low-level radioactive water during a test while 

she was in the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, WA, un-

dergoing routine maintenance, according to the Navy.  The spill was 

stopped, the water was contained within the ship, and no radioactiv-

ity was released to the environment. 

9 September 1994 ð USS-Halibut (SSN-587) disposition com-

plete by Nuclear Powered Ship and Submarine Recycling Program 

(NPSSRP) at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, WA. 

20 September 1997 ð high-tech wizardry has lifted some of the 

mystery from events on June 20, 1941, when a U.S. Navy subma-

rine disappeared with 33 men on board in a deep dive in the chilly 

waters off the Isles of Shoals.  For half a century all crew members 

of the USS O-9 (SS-70) were presumed lost at sea.  But the precise 

location of the sleek, Quincy-built World War I-era sub was not 

known for sure until this week.  A Salem, NH, company used its 

sophisticated ñside-scanò sonar equipment to peer into the depths 

from a University of New Hampshire research boat.  A 

group of retired World War II submariners and Navy offi-

cials spotted the subôs partly crushed hull in water 420 

feet deep, 17 miles off the New Hampshire coast. 

#"4& $0.."/%&3z4 $03/&3 #"4& $0.."/%&3z4 $03/&3 #"4& $0.."/%&3z4 $03/&3 ddd   

September:  

An anniversary that most of us wished we didnôt have is al-

most upon us.  Where were you on11 September 2011?  I was 

just waking up and thinking how great it was to be retired for 

almost 1 year and my phone started raining.  My son in San 

Francisco was calling and told me to turn on the television, 

which I did just in time to see the second plane ram into the 

towers.  My first thought was, what great graphics!  But, my 

amazement soon turned to horror as the reports started to vali-

date the seriousness of the attack.  We sat there all day watch-

ing the disaster unfold before us.  We lost a lot of good people 

that day, just as we are losing a lot of good men and women 

in our Veteranôs core. 

I guess the idea Iôm trying to get across is that this Septem-

ber 11th let us remember those that lost their lives on that day, 

but donôt forget those that have given their lives for our free-

doms daily through all the years. 

On a positive side, I hope to see you all at the work party at 

Tudor Davisô place on 17 September.  If you have sanders, 

bring them in case we canôt get a sand blaster. 

Green Board to you all. 

Ray Lough, 

Blueback Base 

Patriot DayPatriot DayPatriot Day  

In the United States, Patriot Day occurs on 11 September of 

each year, designated in memory of the 2,977 killed in the 11 

September 2001 attacks.  Many Americans who were affected 

by the events that day refer to the day as ñNine-Eleven 

(9/11)ò, ñSeptember Eleventhò, or some variation thereof.  

Initially, the day was called the Prayer and Remembrance for 

the Victims of the Terrorist Attacks on 11 September 2001. 

 

U.S. House of Representatives Joint Resolution 71 was ap-

proved by a vote of 407ï0 on 25 October 2001.  It requested 

that the President designate 11 September of each year as 

ñPatriot Dayò.  President George W. Bush signed the resolu-

tion into law on 18 December 2001 (as Public Law 107-89).  

It is a discretionary day of remembrance. 

 

On this day, the President directs that the American flag be 

flown at half-staff at individual American homes, at the White 

House, and on all U.S. government buildings and establish-

ments, home and abroad.  The President also asks Americans 

to observe a moment of silence beginning at 8:46 A.M. 

(Eastern Daylight Time), the time the first plane struck the 

North Tower of the World Trade Center on September 11, 

2001. 

 

Please ð letôs all fly our flags at half-staff on this, the 10th 

anniversary of the attack on our country and observe a mo-

ment of silence for those lost. 
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

Annual Base Picnicé 

Collage from this years picnic.  For more 

pictures go to our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org/DittyBag.htm 

http://www.bluebackbase.org

