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BASE COMMANDERð 
Ray Lough    360 -573 -4274  

rayjoanlo@q.com  

VICE COMMANDERð 
Gary Webb    503 -632 -6259  

SECRETARYð 
Dave Vrooman    503 -466 -0379  

TREASURERð 
Collie Collins    503 -254 -6750  

CHAPLAINð 
Scott Duncan    503 -667 -0728  

CHIEF OF THE BOATð 
Stu Crosby    503 -390 -1451  

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMANð 
Mike LaPan    503 -655-7797  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMANð 
Gary Thrall    503 -659 -1917  

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMANð 
Gary Schultz, Jr.    503 -666 -6125  

BYLAWS CHAIRMANð 
Chris Stafford    503 -632 -4535  

SMALL STORES BOSSð 
Sandy Musa    503 -387 -5055  

TRUSTEEð 
Fred Carneau    503 -654 -0451  

SANITARY EDITORð 
Dave Vrooman    503 -466 -0379  

daveem1ss@frontier.com  

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMANð 
Scott Duncan    503 -667 -0728  

PAST BASE COMMANDERð 
Chuck Nelson      360 -694 -5069  

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND 
ALL AROUND GOOD GUYð 

Bob Walters    503 -284 -8693  

BBBASEASEASE    MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS .........    

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 13 October 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern ð Portland, OR 

at 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 13 October 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern ð Portland, OR 

at 1900 

Sub Sandwiches, Beans, & Chips! 

1800 

USSVI ð Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon ð October 2011 ð # 211 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purposeéé 

ñTo perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.ò 
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Blueback Base  

Meeting Minutes  

8 September 2011  

1900ðMeeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough 

Invocation ð JD Corbett 

Pledge of Allegiance led by ð Ray Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for September ð Stu Crosby 

and Dennis Smith 
Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed ð Ray 

Lough 

Introductions ð All 

Secretary Report ð Dave Vrooman 

Treasurer Report ð Collie Collins 

Commander Report ð Ray Lough 

 Tom Lindberg has had a stroke and is in bad shape.  

 Call me for contact info. 

 The Work Party for the parade trailer will be at Tu-

dorôs on Saturday 17 September at about 

0930./1000.  Bring whatever you have to do the job. 

 National [and base] dues are due by 31 December.  

Please pay yours as soon as possible. 

Old Business: 

Christmas Party:  This year the party will be held 

on 8 December at the Rivershore Hotel in Oregon 

City.  Social hour about 1800 with Dinner served 

about 1900.  The cost will be $25.00 per person 

with the base wives paying $5.00 and the Base 

paying $5.00 that leaves members paying $15.00 

per plate.  Drinks from the bar will be extra.  

Complete details and a map will be in the Decem-

ber Sanitary.  Please send number attending and 

payment along with dinner choice (beefð

poultryðfish) to Collie Collins at: 

   E.H.Collins 

   13714 S.E. Claybourne St. 

   Portland, OR 97236-4515 

USSVI ð Sub Vets WWII luncheon will be held 

on Saturday 24 September at the Hillsboro Elks at 

1100. 

New Business 

Change to Election By-Laws:  Article VII Officers 

Section 5 currently reads that a call for nomina-

tions for office will be made at the August meet-

ing with elections and installation of officers to 

be held at the September meeting. 

 It is proposed to change this to October for nomi-

nations with election in November and installa-

tion in December. 

 As it is too late to comply with the current By-

Laws this year a motion was made, seconded and 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL  NATIONAL  BASE  

1 Yr.  $20.00  $15.00  

3 Yr. pre -pay  $55.00  $15.00 / Yr.  

5 Yr. pre -pay  $90.00  $15.00 / Yr.  

LIFE  NATIONAL  BASE  

< Age 45  $500.00  $300.00  

Ages 46 -55 Yrs.  $400.00  $250.00  

Ages 56 -65 Yrs.  $300.00  $200.00  

Ages 66 -75 Yrs.  $200.00  $150.00  

Ages 76 +  $100.00  $50.00  

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag.  

passed to take nominations at the October meet-

ing, hold the election in November with installa-

tion of officers in December then in the future 

comply with the changed By-Laws. 

 This is considered the first reading of the pro-

posed By-Laws change.  The 2nd will be at the 

October meeting with the 3rd reading and vote to 

be held at the November meeting 

Reggie Seel will check into the Veteranôs day pa-

rade in Hollywood and Ray Lough will get infor-

mation on theone at Ft. Vancouver.  They will 

report their findings at the October meeting and a 

decision will be made then as to which on the 

base will participate in. 

Motion made, seconded and approved to pay for 

500 Cold War Pins as authorized by the E-Board. 

50/50 Raffle of $23.00 won by Lance Now land 

Good of the Order 

Only 7 of the 2012 calendars are left ïSee Sandy 

Massing of the Colors ð see page 9 

The Boy Scout Troop that Tim Smart leads is rais-

ing money for scholarships.  Contact him about 

their upcoming fund raiser. 

Ted Taylor, a WWII Sub Vet, of the Seattle Base 

has gone on Eternal Patrol 

Danny Fong is undergoing chemo and seems to be 

improving.  He wants company!  Call first. 

Benediction ð JD Corbett 

1955ðMeeting adjourned. 

Sailing List ð 29 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr.; Bywater; 

Carneau; Collins, Collie; Corbett; Crosby; Hager; 

Jackson; Johnson, Larry; Koenig; Lee; Lough; 

Marr; McComiskey; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; 

Nowland; Savage; Schultz; Scott; Seel; Smart; 

Smith; Sumner; Tzevelekos; Vrooman; Walters; 

Webb and Wonsley. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 
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October:  

Kiss summer goodbye and say hello to winter weather 

(probably until July 1).  The Albacore trailer is looking 

good with a new paint job and new planking.  Thanks to 

all that volunteered.  We are now looking at improving 

the safety features as to side rails and possibly a new 

collapsible cover.  We canôt forget to thank Tudor Davis 

for his parking of the trailer in his garage and parking his 

truck outside. 

We are seeing more familiar names in the obituaries and 

seeing that many were WWII vets who have lived their 

lives quietly and very little attention getting activities.  

Whenever I hear about an individual who was a veteran I 

always try to get them to tell their story.  The old adage 

that history repeats itself is true.  When these vets tell us 

how things were before their time of service we can re-

late to modern times as it is happening again.  Heed his-

tory and youôll learn something for todayôs times.  Bravo 

Zulu to Bobby Rains and his group from the Yakima ar-

ea.  They came down for the luncheon in Hillsboro with 

the WWII group.  They toured the Blueback before go-

ing home for the day.  The luncheon was held Saturday 

to accommodate those that couldnôt make a Wednesday 

timeframe.  Disappointing, since no new people showed 

the luncheon will return to Wednesdays. 

The second reading of the proposed By-Law change 

involving elections will be read at the October meeting. 

Let the E-Board know if you hear of a Sub Vet needing 

help or if an event comes up that Blueback 

Base can get involved with. 

Ray Lough, 

Blueback Base 

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ddd   OctoberOctoberOctober    

USS Seawolf (SS -197)  ð Lost on 3 October 1944 with the loss 

of 83 Officers and Men along with 17 US Army troops when she 
was sunk just north of Moritai (Indonesia) by USS Rowell (DE -
403) , while in a submarine safety lane.  In this tragic error, 
Rowell  mistook Seawolf  for a Japanese submarine that had 
just sunk another Destroyer, USS Shelton (DE -407) .  Sea-
wolf  earned 13 battle stars for WWII service.  

USS S-44 (SS-155)  ð Lost on 7 October 1943 with the loss of 56 

Officers and Men when she was sunk off Paramushiru, Kuriles 
while on her 5 th war patrol.  After attacking a target thought to 
be a merchant on the surface, S-44  found herself in a losing 
gun battle with a heavily armed Japanese destroyer.  Two men 
were taken prisoner and survived the war.  She earned two 
battle stars for WWII service.  

USS Wahoo (SS -238) ð Lost on 11 October 1943 with the loss 
of 80 Officers and Men near La Perouse Strait, exiting the Sea of 
Japan on her 7th war patrol.  She is believed to have been the 
victim of depth charges dropped by a Japanese patrol craft, or 
possibly she struck a mine.  The loss of Wahoo, with one of the 
great sub skippers of WWII, Lcdr ñMushò Mortin, caused pro-
found shock in the submarine force.  All further forays into the 
Sea of Japan ceased, and it was not breached again until June 
1945, when special mine detecting equipment became available.  
Wahoo  earned six battle stars for WWII service.  

USS Dorado (SS -248)  ð Lost on 12 October 1943 with the loss 

of 77 Officers and Men.  Newly commissioned, she had departed 
New London and was en-route to the Panama Canal when she 

may have been sunk by a U.S. patrol plane in the western At-
lantic near Cuba.  The plane had received faulty instructions 
regarding bombing restrictions areas.  A German U-Boat was 
also reported in the vicinity and could have been the cause of 
her loss, as it had laid naval mines in the area. 

USS Escolar (SS -294)  ð Lost on 17 October 1944 with the loss 

of 82 Officers and Men.  She was on her 1st war patrol and was 
most likely lost to a mine somewhere in the Yellow Sea. 

USS Shark II (SS -314)  ð Lost on 24 October 1944 with the loss 
of 87 Officers and Men.  The second boat to carry this name 
during WWII, she was on her 3 rd war patrol when she was sunk 
in the vicinity of Luzon Strait.  Shark  was sunk by escorts after 
attacking and sinking a lone freighter.  Compounding the trage-

dy, it turned out that the freighter had 1,800 POWôs on board.  
She earned one battle star for WWII service.  

USS Darter (SS -227)  ð Lost on 24 October 1944 when she be-
came grounded on Bombay Shoal of Palawan and was then 
destroyed to prevent her falling into enemy hands intact.  The 
entire crew was rescued by USS Dace (SS-247) .  Darter went 
aground while attempting an ñend aroundò on an enemy for-
mation in hopes of getting an attack on a battleship.  She 
earned four battle stars of WWII service.  

USS Tang (SS -306)  ð Lost on 25 October 1944 with the loss of 

78 Officers and Men while on her 5th war patrol in the Formosa 
Strait.  During a daring night surface attack, Tang  was lost to a 
circular run by one of her own torpedoes.  Nine of the crew 
were taken prisoner, including Cdr OôKane and 5 who had 
gained the surface from her final resting place 180 feet below.  
All survived the war and OôKane received the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for Tangôs final action.  She earned four 
battle stars for WWII Service.  

USS O-5 (SS -66)  ð Lost on 29 October 1923 with the 

loss of 3 men when she was rammed and sunk by SS 
Ababgarez off the Panama Canal 
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Dylan McComisky sendsð 

A-ganger...  

The question of how we A gangers came into being is as old 

as J.P. Hollandôs first submarine.  It has been rumored that 

David Bushnellôs Turtle was manned by a revolutionary war 

outhouse builder who was used to making chicken salad out 

of chicken shit. The continental Navy brass had this new fan-

gled thing a ma jig that was supposed to deliberately sink it-

self travel under the water attach a bomb to the enemy vessels 

hull then bag ass out of the area and return to the surface. 

No one really knew how to make it work- enter the outhouse 

builder whoôs name was Aux Lary. Man.  Aux Lary. Man 

made the dam thing work but the weapons designerôs at 

BuOrd didnôt take into account that the Limeyôs covered their 

ships hulls below the water line with copper thus he experi-

enced the first broach ever recorded by a submarine diving 

officer.  Although he didnôt blow up the Limey vessel he 

scared the living crap out of them causing them to haul ass out 

of New York harbor.  When he returned to shore he grabbed a 

1770ôs version of a crescent wrench (the weapon of choice for 

most A gangers) and went looking for the weaponeer who 

designed the system.  

Aux Lary Man headed down to one of his favorite taverns 

Ernieôs on the Thames for a few pints and to see his true love 

Bea Tru Toyou (a former Wave) Smithy.  They married and 

in between sea duty and a couple of tours of recruiting duty 

had a offspring Eng N. Man.  The son grew up joined the Na-

vy and was on the pre-com crews for the Alligator and the 
(Continued on page 6) 

4ÈÅ 9ÅÁÒȡ  Χίήί ɂ 4ÈÅ 0ÌÁÃÅȡ  ΨΦΦ ÍÉÌÅÓ ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÁÈÁÍÁÓ 

4ÈÅ "ÏÁÔȡ  533 +ÁÍÅÈÁÍÅÈÁ ɉ33".-άΪΨɊ 

4ÈÅ /ÃÃÁÓÉÏÎȡ  3×ÉÍ #ÁÌÌ 

,ÅÆÔ-3ÈÁÒË 7ÁÔÃÈɀ $ÙÌÁÎ -Ã#ÏÍÉÓËÅÙ ×ÉÔÈ Á --ΧΪ 
ɉ.Ï× ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÓÃÁÒÙ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÁÒËÓɊ 

!ÂÏÖÅ-3ÔÅÅÌ "ÅÁÃÈ ÓÕÎÂÁÔÈÉÎÇ 

2ÉÇÈÔ-$ÕÔÙ 2ÅÓÃÕÅ 3×ÉÍÍÅÒ 

You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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The Youngest Submariner? The Youngest Submariner? The Youngest Submariner? ddd 

Found this picture and letter on the wall of under age veterans at 

the Portland VA Hospital.  There were a lot of ñboysò and ñgirlsò 

who lied about their age and enlisted during WWII.  Does anyone 

know anymore about him?  Was he the youngest to qualify on Sub-

marines? 

The most exciting thing that happened to me during World 

War II occurred on Christmas Day, 1944 at Saipan in the 

Marianas.  We had come in from the Sea of Japan, off the 

Korean coast.  We got the word that we were homeward 

bound, which meant ñleaveò to see family and friends.  I had 

not been home since I enlisted some thirty months previous.  I 

arrived in the States and then proceeded home to Houston, 

Texas, where I was greeted by all my loved ones. 

When the first atomic bomb was dropped, I was on my ninth 

war patrol (on Submarines), looking for Japanese shipping off 

the Northern coast of Japan, aboard USS Dace (SS-247).  Be-
fore the day was over, radio traffic got heavy, and we got the 

word that the ñA-Bombò had been dropped on Hiroshima that 

day (6 August 1945).  None of us had any idea of the magni-

tude of the destruction of this bomb until after 

the second bomb was dropped on Nagasa-

ki.  The information that we received was 

very scary, and a lot of discussion took 

place about the world and its future.  

Navy DayðNavy turns 236 on 13 October or... 

The Marine Corps has had precedence over the Navy since 

1921 because the Marine Corps has been very consistent in 

citing its origins as the legislation of the Continental Congress 

that established the Continental Marines on 10 November 

1775.  In contrast, the United States Navy until 1972 gave 

various responses to the question of when it was founded, 

often citing legislation dating from its reestablishment in the 

1790s.  At the time the order of precedence of the U.S. ser-

vices was established, the Navy was using the dates from the 

1790ôs, as its founding, and hence was viewed as a younger 

service than the Marine Corps.  Despite several efforts to re-

verse the Marine Corps / Navy order of precedence in recent 

(Continued on page 6) 


