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Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 13 October 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

at 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 13 October 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

at 1900 

Sub Sandwiches, Beans, & Chips! 

1800 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — October 2011 — # 211 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

8 September 2011 

1900—Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough 

Invocation — JD Corbett 

Pledge of Allegiance led by — Ray Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for September — Stu Crosby 

and Dennis Smith 
Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed — Ray 

Lough 

Introductions — All 

Secretary Report — Dave Vrooman 

Treasurer Report — Collie Collins 

Commander Report — Ray Lough 

 Tom Lindberg has had a stroke and is in bad shape.  

 Call me for contact info. 

 The Work Party for the parade trailer will be at Tu-

dor’s on Saturday 17 September at about 

0930./1000.  Bring whatever you have to do the job. 

 National [and base] dues are due by 31 December.  

Please pay yours as soon as possible. 

Old Business: 

Christmas Party:  This year the party will be held 

on 8 December at the Rivershore Hotel in Oregon 

City.  Social hour about 1800 with Dinner served 

about 1900.  The cost will be $25.00 per person 

with the base wives paying $5.00 and the Base 

paying $5.00 that leaves members paying $15.00 

per plate.  Drinks from the bar will be extra.  

Complete details and a map will be in the Decem-

ber Sanitary.  Please send number attending and 

payment along with dinner choice (beef—

poultry—fish) to Collie Collins at: 

   E.H.Collins 

   13714 S.E. Claybourne St. 

   Portland, OR 97236-4515 

USSVI — Sub Vets WWII luncheon will be held 

on Saturday 24 September at the Hillsboro Elks at 

1100. 

New Business 

Change to Election By-Laws:  Article VII Officers 

Section 5 currently reads that a call for nomina-

tions for office will be made at the August meet-

ing with elections and installation of officers to 

be held at the September meeting. 

 It is proposed to change this to October for nomi-

nations with election in November and installa-

tion in December. 

 As it is too late to comply with the current By-

Laws this year a motion was made, seconded and 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

passed to take nominations at the October meet-

ing, hold the election in November with installa-

tion of officers in December then in the future 

comply with the changed By-Laws. 

 This is considered the first reading of the pro-

posed By-Laws change.  The 2nd will be at the 

October meeting with the 3rd reading and vote to 

be held at the November meeting 

Reggie Seel will check into the Veteran’s day pa-

rade in Hollywood and Ray Lough will get infor-

mation on theone at Ft. Vancouver.  They will 

report their findings at the October meeting and a 

decision will be made then as to which on the 

base will participate in. 

Motion made, seconded and approved to pay for 

500 Cold War Pins as authorized by the E-Board. 

50/50 Raffle of $23.00 won by Lance Now land 

Good of the Order 

Only 7 of the 2012 calendars are left –See Sandy 

Massing of the Colors — see page 9 

The Boy Scout Troop that Tim Smart leads is rais-

ing money for scholarships.  Contact him about 

their upcoming fund raiser. 

Ted Taylor, a WWII Sub Vet, of the Seattle Base 

has gone on Eternal Patrol 

Danny Fong is undergoing chemo and seems to be 

improving.  He wants company!  Call first. 

Benediction — JD Corbett 

1955—Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 29 hands aboard:  Bryan, Jr.; Bywater; 

Carneau; Collins, Collie; Corbett; Crosby; Hager; 

Jackson; Johnson, Larry; Koenig; Lee; Lough; 

Marr; McComiskey; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; 

Nowland; Savage; Schultz; Scott; Seel; Smart; 

Smith; Sumner; Tzevelekos; Vrooman; Walters; 

Webb and Wonsley. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 
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Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner ———   

October: 

Kiss summer goodbye and say hello to winter weather 

(probably until July 1).  The Albacore trailer is looking 

good with a new paint job and new planking.  Thanks to 

all that volunteered.  We are now looking at improving 

the safety features as to side rails and possibly a new 

collapsible cover.  We can’t forget to thank Tudor Davis 

for his parking of the trailer in his garage and parking his 

truck outside. 

We are seeing more familiar names in the obituaries and 

seeing that many were WWII vets who have lived their 

lives quietly and very little attention getting activities.  

Whenever I hear about an individual who was a veteran I 

always try to get them to tell their story.  The old adage 

that history repeats itself is true.  When these vets tell us 

how things were before their time of service we can re-

late to modern times as it is happening again.  Heed his-

tory and you’ll learn something for today’s times.  Bravo 

Zulu to Bobby Rains and his group from the Yakima ar-

ea.  They came down for the luncheon in Hillsboro with 

the WWII group.  They toured the Blueback before go-

ing home for the day.  The luncheon was held Saturday 

to accommodate those that couldn’t make a Wednesday 

timeframe.  Disappointing, since no new people showed 

the luncheon will return to Wednesdays. 

The second reading of the proposed By-Law change 

involving elections will be read at the October meeting. 

Let the E-Board know if you hear of a Sub Vet needing 

help or if an event comes up that Blueback 

Base can get involved with. 

Ray Lough, 

Blueback Base 

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ———   OctoberOctoberOctober   

USS Seawolf (SS-197) — Lost on 3 October 1944 with the loss 

of 83 Officers and Men along with 17 US Army troops when she 
was sunk just north of Moritai (Indonesia) by USS Rowell (DE-
403), while in a submarine safety lane.  In this tragic error, 
Rowell mistook Seawolf for a Japanese submarine that had 
just sunk another Destroyer, USS Shelton (DE-407).  Sea-
wolf earned 13 battle stars for WWII service. 

USS S-44 (SS-155) — Lost on 7 October 1943 with the loss of 56 

Officers and Men when she was sunk off Paramushiru, Kuriles 
while on her 5th war patrol.  After attacking a target thought to 
be a merchant on the surface, S-44 found herself in a losing 
gun battle with a heavily armed Japanese destroyer.  Two men 
were taken prisoner and survived the war.  She earned two 
battle stars for WWII service. 

USS Wahoo (SS-238) — Lost on 11 October 1943 with the loss 
of 80 Officers and Men near La Perouse Strait, exiting the Sea of 
Japan on her 7th war patrol.  She is believed to have been the 
victim of depth charges dropped by a Japanese patrol craft, or 
possibly she struck a mine.  The loss of Wahoo, with one of the 
great sub skippers of WWII, Lcdr “Mush” Mortin, caused pro-
found shock in the submarine force.  All further forays into the 
Sea of Japan ceased, and it was not breached again until June 
1945, when special mine detecting equipment became available.  
Wahoo earned six battle stars for WWII service. 

USS Dorado (SS-248) — Lost on 12 October 1943 with the loss 

of 77 Officers and Men.  Newly commissioned, she had departed 
New London and was en-route to the Panama Canal when she 

may have been sunk by a U.S. patrol plane in the western At-
lantic near Cuba.  The plane had received faulty instructions 
regarding bombing restrictions areas.  A German U-Boat was 
also reported in the vicinity and could have been the cause of 
her loss, as it had laid naval mines in the area. 

USS Escolar (SS-294) — Lost on 17 October 1944 with the loss 

of 82 Officers and Men.  She was on her 1st war patrol and was 
most likely lost to a mine somewhere in the Yellow Sea. 

USS Shark II (SS-314) — Lost on 24 October 1944 with the loss 
of 87 Officers and Men.  The second boat to carry this name 
during WWII, she was on her 3rd war patrol when she was sunk 
in the vicinity of Luzon Strait.  Shark was sunk by escorts after 
attacking and sinking a lone freighter.  Compounding the trage-

dy, it turned out that the freighter had 1,800 POW’s on board.  
She earned one battle star for WWII service. 

USS Darter (SS-227) — Lost on 24 October 1944 when she be-
came grounded on Bombay Shoal of Palawan and was then 
destroyed to prevent her falling into enemy hands intact.  The 
entire crew was rescued by USS Dace (SS-247).  Darter went 
aground while attempting an “end around” on an enemy for-
mation in hopes of getting an attack on a battleship.  She 
earned four battle stars of WWII service. 

USS Tang (SS-306) — Lost on 25 October 1944 with the loss of 

78 Officers and Men while on her 5th war patrol in the Formosa 
Strait.  During a daring night surface attack, Tang was lost to a 
circular run by one of her own torpedoes.  Nine of the crew 
were taken prisoner, including Cdr O’Kane and 5 who had 
gained the surface from her final resting place 180 feet below.  
All survived the war and O’Kane received the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for Tang’s final action.  She earned four 
battle stars for WWII Service. 

USS O-5 (SS-66) — Lost on 29 October 1923 with the 

loss of 3 men when she was rammed and sunk by SS 
Ababgarez off the Panama Canal 
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Dylan McComisky sends— 

A-ganger... 

The question of how we A gangers came into being is as old 

as J.P. Holland’s first submarine.  It has been rumored that 

David Bushnell’s Turtle was manned by a revolutionary war 

outhouse builder who was used to making chicken salad out 

of chicken shit. The continental Navy brass had this new fan-

gled thing a ma jig that was supposed to deliberately sink it-

self travel under the water attach a bomb to the enemy vessels 

hull then bag ass out of the area and return to the surface. 

No one really knew how to make it work- enter the outhouse 

builder who’s name was Aux Lary. Man.  Aux Lary. Man 

made the dam thing work but the weapons designer’s at 

BuOrd didn’t take into account that the Limey’s covered their 

ships hulls below the water line with copper thus he experi-

enced the first broach ever recorded by a submarine diving 

officer.  Although he didn’t blow up the Limey vessel he 

scared the living crap out of them causing them to haul ass out 

of New York harbor.  When he returned to shore he grabbed a 

1770’s version of a crescent wrench (the weapon of choice for 

most A gangers) and went looking for the weaponeer who 

designed the system.  

Aux Lary Man headed down to one of his favorite taverns 

Ernie’s on the Thames for a few pints and to see his true love 

Bea Tru Toyou (a former Wave) Smithy.  They married and 

in between sea duty and a couple of tours of recruiting duty 

had a offspring Eng N. Man.  The son grew up joined the Na-

vy and was on the pre-com crews for the Alligator and the 
(Continued on page 6) 

The Year:  1989 — The Place:  200 miles east of the Bahamas 

The Boat:  USS Kamehameha (SSBN-642) 

The Occasion:  Swim Call 

Left-Shark Watch– Dylan McComiskey with a M-14 
(Now that’s scary enough without the sharks) 

Above-Steel Beach sunbathing 

Right-Duty Rescue Swimmer 

You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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The Youngest Submariner? The Youngest Submariner? The Youngest Submariner? ——— 

Found this picture and letter on the wall of under age veterans at 

the Portland VA Hospital.  There were a lot of “boys” and “girls” 

who lied about their age and enlisted during WWII.  Does anyone 

know anymore about him?  Was he the youngest to qualify on Sub-

marines? 

The most exciting thing that happened to me during World 

War II occurred on Christmas Day, 1944 at Saipan in the 

Marianas.  We had come in from the Sea of Japan, off the 

Korean coast.  We got the word that we were homeward 

bound, which meant “leave” to see family and friends.  I had 

not been home since I enlisted some thirty months previous.  I 

arrived in the States and then proceeded home to Houston, 

Texas, where I was greeted by all my loved ones. 

When the first atomic bomb was dropped, I was on my ninth 

war patrol (on Submarines), looking for Japanese shipping off 

the Northern coast of Japan, aboard USS Dace (SS-247).  Be-

fore the day was over, radio traffic got heavy, and we got the 

word that the “A-Bomb” had been dropped on Hiroshima that 

day (6 August 1945).  None of us had any idea of the magni-

tude of the destruction of this bomb until after 

the second bomb was dropped on Nagasa-

ki.  The information that we received was 

very scary, and a lot of discussion took 

place about the world and its future.  

Navy Day—Navy turns 236 on 13 October or... 

The Marine Corps has had precedence over the Navy since 

1921 because the Marine Corps has been very consistent in 

citing its origins as the legislation of the Continental Congress 

that established the Continental Marines on 10 November 

1775.  In contrast, the United States Navy until 1972 gave 

various responses to the question of when it was founded, 

often citing legislation dating from its reestablishment in the 

1790s.  At the time the order of precedence of the U.S. ser-

vices was established, the Navy was using the dates from the 

1790’s, as its founding, and hence was viewed as a younger 

service than the Marine Corps.  Despite several efforts to re-

verse the Marine Corps / Navy order of precedence in recent 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Hunley, fortunately he never made any patrols and went on 

to serve on the Holland.  The CO of the Holland had served 

with Eng N. Man’s father when he was a young ensign and 

credited the elder Man for keeping his boats running. 

He wasn’t great with names and always called the senior 

Man Auxillaryman.  Rather than try and correct the CO the 

younger Man assumed the name Auxillaryman and to this 

day all decedents of this legendary Naval Hero 

have proudly kept the name Auxil-

laryman.  And to quote an old Naval 

saying “This is a No Shitter”. 

Author unknown 

(A ganger — Continued from page 4) 

years, it has not occurred. 

In fact, the Continental Navy was created before the Conti-

nental Marines.  On 13 October 1775 Congress enacted the 

first naval legislation providing for the outfitting of two war-

ships.  This marked the beginning of the Continental Navy, 

the forerunner of the United States Navy.  Almost one month 

later, 10 November 1775, as an extension of that naval legis-

lation, Congress resolved that “two Battalions of marines be 

raised”.  Following the Revolutionary War, both services 

went into abeyance.  When they were reestablished in the 

1790’s, the reestablishment of the United States Navy preced-

ed the reestablishment of the Marine Corps. 

An order by the Marine Corps Commandant in 1921 desig-

nated 10 November 1775 as the birthday of the Marine Corps.  

Over the years, the U.S. Navy cited two other possible dates 

as founding events, the legislation of 27 March 1794, “to pro-

vide a naval armament”, authorizing the construction of six 

frigates under the War Department, and the act of 30 April 

1798, which established the Department of the Navy. 

Despite the existence of these alternatives, the U.S. Navy for 

fifty years celebrated “Navy Day” on 27 October, as proposed 

in 1922 by the New York Navy League, in honor of President 

Theodore Roosevelt’s birthday.  The Navy had no officially 

recognized birthday until 1972, when Admiral Zumwalt, 

Chief of Naval Operations, with the advice of Vice Admiral 

Edwin B. Hooper, Director of Naval History, 

authorized observance of 13 October as the 

Navy Birthday.  However, Navy Day in the 

United States is still recognized as 27 Octo-

ber, in some places. 

(Navy Day — Continued from page 5) 

Why was there a submarine in our harbor?... 

The submarine ex– USS Daniel Webster (SSBN-626), 

launched in 1963 and decommissioned in 1990, was spotted 

in Charleston Harbor.  Since the closing of Charleston Naval 

Base and Shipyard submarines are usually not seen in the har-

bor, so this sighting raised questions.  In this case the sub was 

being towed to Virginia for a year of routine dry-dock mainte-

nance.  Hundreds of feet long, she was once considered part 

of a new generation 

of the Navy’s de-

fense capabilities.  

These days, she’s a 

piece of history, a 

reminder of another 

time. 

The Navy Nuclear 

Power Training Unit 

trains sailors in the operation, maintenance and supervision of 

naval nuclear propulsion plants.  The school is based at the 

Charleston Naval Weapons Station in Goose Creek.  Two de-

commissioned ballistic missile submarines -- the Daniel Web-

ster and the Sam Rayburn (SSBN-635) -- are used in the 

training. 

In the mid-1980’s, the Charleston Naval Base and the 

Charleston Naval Weapons Station were home ports to more 

submarines than any other base in the free world.  In 1996, the 

Navy awarded a contract valued at more than $104 million to 

a Maryland firm for construction of a nuclear power training 

school at the weapons station in Goose Creek.  The Navy in 

1995 selected the weapons station as the site for the new 

school, and the Defense Base Realignment and Closure Com-

mission later agreed. 

A 1993 version of the BRAC had ordered the school to move 

from Orlando, Fla., to New London, Conn., but that decision 

was overturned.  At the time, local officials 

and business leaders considered the school 

to be well-deserved mitigation for the 

Navy decision to close the Charleston 

Naval Base and shipyard. 

The picture shows the Webster bobbing near 

Fort Sumter surrounded by tugs 

Brian Anthony Moss… 

Dylan McComsikey sends— 

I wanted to mention it at the meeting.  I served with Mossy, as 

we called him, in the USS Alabama (SSBN-731) Blue.  He was 

killed in the Pentagon on 9/11.  He was a friend and ship mate 

and I was hoping you would give him honorable mention in the 

Sanitary. 

 

He volunteered to join the Navy’s elite submarine force and 

completed his training at the Naval Submarine School in New 

London, Connecticut in December of 1993.  Before checking 

aboard his first submarine, Brian and Mary Lou’s first child, a 

daughter, Ashten was born.  Brian was stationed onboard the 

USS Alabama and was a member of the Blue Crew. 

Serving in the Pentagon, he was selected to represent Naval 

District Washington as Sailor of the Year for 2000 – an honor 

almost unheard of for a 2nd Class Petty Officer – demonstrat-

ing his ability as a 1st Class Petty Officer.  He told his family 

that he hoped to be promoted to 1st Class in the fall.  Brian took 

the Fall 2001 Navy Advancement exam one week prior to the 

attack on the Pentagon.  His hopes were answered when the 

results were determined.  He was laid to rest as an Electronics 

Technician 1st Class Petty Officer SS in Arlington National 

Cemetery in the shadows of the Pentagon Building. 
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Support our TroopS Support our TroopS Support our TroopS ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Navy Adjusts SUBPAY To Meet Critical Needs... 

WASHINGTON — To improve senior enlisted manning 

aboard submarines, the Navy announced adjustments to the 

Submarine Duty Incentive Pay (SUBPAY) in NAVADMIN 

274/11, 21Sept. 

“The incentive pay will encourage senior enlisted subma-

riners to return to sea in a department chief petty officer, sen-

ior enlisted advisor, or chief of the boat (command master 

chief) billet,” said Rear Adm. Tony Kurta, director, military 

personnel plans and policy.  “These SUBPAY adjustments, 

combined with a recent increase in required obligated service 

for sailors taking SUBPAY on shore duty will improve sub-

marine senior enlisted at-sea manning by encouraging them to 

return to sea duty in these critical billets.” 

The pay adjustment targets senior enlisted submariners to 

remain in the Navy past 18 years of service.  Beginning 1Oc-

tober, SUBPAY for an E-8 over 18 years of service will go 

from $415 per month to $550 and for an E-9 over 18 years of 

service, pay will go from $425 to $600 per month. 

While there has been high retention in most ratings there are 

still some ratings that need incentives in or-

der to meet mission needs, according to Kur-

ta.  The Navy is specifically targeting only 

the most critical senior submarine supervisors 

with this change.  These supervisors are vital. 

2011 USSVI Awards… 

The Awards presented at the Farewell and Awards Banquet 

on Saturday evening, of the National Convention, are as fol-

lows: 

BASE NEWSLETTERS 

Large Bases: 

ALL CLEAR - TARHEEL BASE 

THE MIDWATCH - PERCH BASE (1ST RUNNER UP) 

PUGET SOUNDINGS - BREMERTON BASE (2ND RUNNER UP) 

Medium sized Bases: 

PIEDMONT PERISCOPE - CAROLINA PIEDMONT BASE 

CENTRAL FL BASE PERISCOPE - CENT. FL BASE (1ST RUNNER UP) 

GOONEY NEWS - USS PARCHE BASE (2ND RUNNER UP) 

Small Bases: 

SCUTTLEBUTT - SLO SUBVETS BASE 

DIVE DIVE! - SO FLA BASE (1ST RUNNER UP) 

TOLEDO - TOLEDO BASE (2ND RUNNER UP) 

THE SILVER ANCHOR AWARD IS PRESENTED IN RECOG-

NITION OF HIS SUPPORT OF MEETINGS, PROJECTS AND 

EVENTS INCLUDING RECRUITING AND RETENTION IN 

THE BASE. 

2011 Awardee: 

LEONARD W HEISLETT - SCAMP BASE 

THE GOLDEN ANCHOR AWARD IS A BASE AWARD AND 

IS PRESENTED TO THE BASE THAT HAS DEMONSTRATED 

A LEADING ROLE IN DEVELOPING AND PROMOTING CRE-

ATIVE MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS, INCLUDING DEVELOP-

MENT OF SUCCESSFUL RECRUITING TOOLS. 

Small Base: 

OLYMPIC PENINSULA BASE 

Medium Size Base: 

CAROLINA PIEDMONT BASE 

Large Sized Base: 

SNUG HARBOR BASE 

MERITORIOUS AWARD, PRESENTED TO THE MEMBER OR 

BASE THAT MOST EXEMPLIFIES THE MOTTO, “PRIDE 

RUNS DEEP” AS DEMONSTRATED BY THEIR PARTICIPA-

TION IN LOCAL VETERAN AFFAIRS, PARADES AND 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES. 

Individual Award: 

ROBERT A GERLE - ROCKEY MOUNTAIN BASE 

Base Award: 

USS CHICAGO BASE 

The BEN BASTURA AWARD IS PRESENTED FOR THE SE-

LECTEE'S DILLIGENCE, APTITUDE, HARD WORK AND 

CREATIVITY IN PRESERVING OUR SUBMARINE USSVI 

HISTORY. 

2011 AWARDEE: 

JOHN WYNN - GROTON BASE 

DISTRICT COMMANDER OF THE YEAR AWARD, SELECT-

ED FROM THE TOP DISTRICT COMMANDER IN EACH RE-

GION. The awardee also sits as a voting member on the board of 

directors until the next Convention. 

2011 Awardee: 

GEORGE PETERSHAGEN - WESTERN DISTRICT FIVE 

ROBERT LINK AWARD, THIS IS THE NATL COMMANDERS 

VERSION OF A LETTER OF COMMENDATION. 

Individual Awards: 

EDWIN 'BUD' ATKINS - GROTON BASE 

EDWARD A FEURY - ESCOLAR BASE 

JOHN 'JACK' JEFFRIES - CAROLINA PIEDMONT BASE 

BARRY KATZ - BASE 51 

KENNETH LEE - SOUTH FLORIDA BASE 

WAYNE STANDERFER - DALLAS BASE 

WILLIAM WHELAN - TARHEEL BASE 

JOHN STANFORD - LOCKWOOD INTERNET BASE 

Base Award: 

CAROLINA PIEDMONT BASE 

The “JOE NEGRI SHIPMATE OF THE YEAR” is the top award 

in USSVI and is presented to the member who, by his personal indi-

vidual efforts and participation during the preceding year contribut-

ed most to the advancement and embodiment 

of the USSVI creed and purpose. 

The 2011 Awardee: 

DICK KANNING - TARHEEL  BASE 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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The Lighter Side The Lighter Side The Lighter Side ——— 

If you can read this you have a strong mind:... 

7H15 M3554G3 53RV35 7O PR0V3 H0W 0UR M1ND5 

C4N D0 4M4Z1NG 7H1NG5 

1MPR3551V3 7H1NG5! 

1N 7H3 B3G1NN1NG 17 WA5 H4RD BU7 N0W, 0N 7H15 

LIN3 Y0UR M1ND 1S R34D1NG 17 4U70M471C4LLY 

W17H 0U7 3V3N 7H1NK1NG 4B0U7 17, B3 PROUD! 

0NLY C3R741N P30PL3 C4N R3AD 7H15. 

 

Women... 

Clive Waite Sends — 

This morning on the Interstate, I looked over to my left and 

there was a Woman In a brand new Cadillac Doing 65 mph 

with her face up next to her rear view mirror putting on her 

eyeliner. 

I looked away for a couple seconds... to continue shaving and 

when I looked back she was halfway over in my lane, still 

working on that makeup. 

As a man, I don’t scare easily but she scared me so much; I 

dropped my electric shaver which knocked the donut out of 

my other hand. 

In all the confusion of trying to straighten out the car using 

my knees against the steering wheel, I knocked my cell phone 

away from my ear which fell into the coffee between my legs!  

Causing the coffee to splash and burn big Bob and the twins; 

ruined the damn phone; soaked my trousers and disconnected 

an important call. 

Damn women 

Rain gear... 

Jane and Arlene are outside their nursing home, having a 

drink and a smoke, when it starts to rain.  Jane pulls out a 

condom, cuts off the end, puts it over her cigarette, and con-

tinues smoking. 

Arlene:  What in the hell is that? 

Jane:  A condom.  This way my cigarette doesn’t get wet. 

Arlene:  Where did you get it? 

Jane:  You can get them at any drugstore. 

The next day, Arlene hobbles herself into the local drugstore 

and announces to the pharmacist that she wants a box of con-

doms.  The pharmacist, obviously embarrassed, looks at her 

kind of strangely (she is after all, over 80 years of 

age), but very delicately asks what brand of condom 

she prefers. 

“Doesn’t matter Sonny, as long as it fits on a 

Camel,” she replies. 

Dues… 

The end of the year is fast approaching 

and that means that 2012 dues will be due 

shortly.  Avoid the rush, please pay your 

dues now. 

Don’t become a 

 DINK... 

Thank you! 

G D awarded submarine repair work... 

The submarine building unit of Falls Church-based General 

Dynamics Corp has won a $23 million work order from the 

U.S. Navy to support repair work. 

General Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton, Conn., will sup-

port work at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard in southeastern Vir-

ginia. The work order is part of a Basic Ordering Agreement 

awarded to Electric Boat in September 2010. 

About 880 employees from Electric Boat, which in all em-

ploys more than 4,100 people, will be assigned to mainte-

nance activities on USS Newport News (SSN-750) and USS 

West Virginia (SSBN-736).  The new 

work is scheduled for completion by Sep-

tember 2012. 

Bob Walters and Fred Carneau had these dolphins cast from 

aluminum.  They are about 15 1/2” long. 

The upper one is “flat” and is priced at $35.00  There are currently 

five of these in stock. 

The lower one is thicker and is hollow with two mounting bosses.  

They are priced at $40.00.  There are currently 3 of these in stock. 

In addition there is one of each that has been mounted on a wood 

plaque [Call Bob for price]. 

Once sold out, orders will be taken for the next run. 

Shipping cost is not included in the above prices. 

Call Bob Walters at: 503-284-8693 or E-Mail him at: 

caiman.ss323@comcast.net  to order yours. 

Proceeds go the Blueback Base treasury. 

mailto:caiman.ss323@comcast.net?subject=Dolphins
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USSVIUSSVIUSSVI---Sub vets WWII Luncheon Sub vets WWII Luncheon Sub vets WWII Luncheon ——— 

4 members of the Yakima Base joined us at the latest lunch-

eon on Saturday 24 September.  Pictured above from Left to 

Right are:  John Dominguez, Mark A. Delagasse, R.M. 

“Bobby” Rains and Patrick Gwynn.  We really appreciate 

them coming all that way to join us. 

The luncheon was held on a Saturday as requested by some 

base members who can not make it to those that are held on 

Wednesdays.  Since, other than our Yakima visitors, no one 

attended that can not make it on Wednesdays it has been de-

cided to move future luncheons back to Wednesday.  Some 

additional pictures can be found on our Website: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org/DittyBag.htm 

Work party Work party Work party ———   

Bob Walters, Tudor Davis and Lance Nowland look over the 

new paint job on the parade trailer.  Despite rain on and off 

throughout the day, Tudor was able to call it off long enough 

to get the frame painted.  You can find a few more pictures on 

our Website:  http://www.bluebackbase.org/DittyBag.htm 

Massing of the Colors… 

and Service of Remembrance.  Blueback Base has again this 

year been invited to participate in this ceremony.  It is held on 

Sunday, 30 October at 1400 in the Oregon National Guard 

Kliever Armory located at 10000 NE 33rd Drive in Portland.  

NE 33rd Drive is at the West end of the Portland Airport and 

accessed from Marine Drive.  The Armory is about .4 of a 

mile from Marine Drive on NE 33rd Drive. 

This is a very moving ceremony that we have been a part of 

for a number of years.  Bring the whole family.  Refreshments 

are served following the retreat of colors.  Hope to see all of 

you there. 

We Are A Submarine Sailor 

by Mike Hemming 

We are not the first of them and we will not be the last. Our 

heritage runs back to the first submarine.  This heritage line 

continues forward into an unseen future.  Each generation is 

trained by the one before.  This will remain so until there is no 

more use for submarines, which will be never. 

If one of us goes aboard a new or old submarine, we are com-

fortable with the men there.  For they are us and we are them.  

Stand us in a line in all our dress uniforms or naked in our 

coffins, we are the same.  We are and forever will be subma-

rine sailors.  We are one. 

We can have everything taken from us, uniforms, medals, our 

sanity and our lives, but we will always be recognized by oth-

ers and ourselves as a submariner.  This status cannot be re-

moved from us.  Our Dolphins worn on our chests then, hung 

on our walls now, or later pinned on moldering uniforms in 

our graves mark us forever.  We are first, last, and always 

men that stepped forward and worked long and hard to be-

come what we are.  We are unique among sailors for we sail 

down deep into dark and always dangerous waters.  We do 

this not with foolhardy go-to-hell bravery, but with cool cal-

culation and care. We challenge the dangers with training and 

practice.  We know that the time for bravery will come when 

two shipmates close themselves in a flooding compartment, 

knowing that the whole boat and crew depends on them to 

control the flooding. 

We believe in each other, because we must.  Alone at sea, the 

crew and a pressure hull are all we have to reach the surface 

again.  Men with confidence in each other dive and surface 

submarines countless times.  Each man trained by others 

holds the lives of those shipmates in his hands.  Dolphins are 

the symbol of this tradition. 

Submarine hulls have numbers and men have hearts and 

souls.  We carry those numbers in our hearts in life, and they 

mark our souls in death.  Silver or Gold, Dolphins are the 

symbol of this. 

To us Dolphins are it, no other symbol matters or means any-

thing as important as they do. 

http://www.bluebackbase.org/DittyBag.htm
http://www.bluebackbase.org/DittyBag.htm
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From the crew From the crew From the crew ———                  Tudor Davis sends— 
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How Brave Men Cheated the Sea 
By Lieut. Commander Edward Ellsberg, U.S.N. 

A remarkably vivid story of the raising of the S-51, described as 

the most daring salvage job in history, is told here by Commander 

Ellsberg.  Commander Ellsberg originated the plan, described in 

the June POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY, by which the subma-

rined, sunk in a collision off New England, was raised months later.  

This articled presents the human side of the feat, the thrilling story 

of brave men who won a terrific battle with the sea. 

In icy blackness, 132 feet below the ocean surface, a diver 

lay digging a narrow burrow under the steel hulk of the sub-

marine S-51, sunk of the coast of Rhode Island.  With mit-

tened hands he held the nozzle of a fire hose, which spat a 

powerful stream of water to pierce the clay which hugged the 

submarine fast to the ocean’s bed. 

Now he reached a point fifteen feet from the entrance of his 

burrow – no sight, no sense of direction except to feel of the 

buried submarine’s metal hull against his back. 

The diver was Chief Torpedoman Francis Smith, U.S.N.  

Clad in clumsy diving armor and helmet, and kept alive by a 

stream of air from above, he worked on.  He was trying des-

perately to complete a hole through which heavy lifting 

chains might be passed beneath the grim tomb where thirty-

three valiant sailormen died in September, 1925, after a colli-

sion with the Steamship City of Rome.   

Twenty-two fathoms above, we on the salvage ship Falcon 

waited anxiously.  A sailor listened on Smith’s telephone.  

Suddenly he heard a sound from below.  He passed the phone 
(Continued on page 12) 

From the October  1926 

Popular Science 
Thanks to Bob Walters 
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to me. 

There came an agonized call, “I’m in a bad position, Mr. 

Ellsberg.  Send someone to help!” 

What had happened I did not know.  On the opposite side of 

the submarined another diver, Eiben, was working.  I seized 

his telephone and ordered him to go to Smith.   

Again, I called to Smith, “Shall I turn off the water?” 

The reply was a scream:  “No for God’s sake no, keep it go-

ing!  The tunnel has caved in behind me!” 

ON deck we looked at each other, aghast, but the next instant 

Eiben called up that he was at the entrance to the tunnel.  And 

then, before he could set to work, over Smith’s telephone I 

heard Smith say to Eiben:  “I’m all right now, Joe.  Had a lit-

tle accident.  Go on back to your own job.” 

Smith had washed his way out with the hose backward 

through the muck of the cave-in! 

Eiben went back to his job.  For a minute Smith rested; then, 

taking the hose, he deliberately crawled back into the clay 

tunnel which had almost been his grave, and for an hour more 

continued to wash his way toward the buried keel!  Eventual-

ly the tunnel was finished, and through it were passed the 

chains which attached to one of the four pairs of pontoon, 

made it possible to float the S-51 and its crew of hero dead. 

Few records of valor on the field of battle, I believe, can 

compare with the bravery of this diver who returned into the 

black hole from which he escaped only by the grace of God.  

Yet his deed is typical of many performed by the divers who 

worked to wrest the S-51 from the sea. 

The raising of the S-51 is history now.  It has been called a 

remarkable achievement of engineering.  Far more than this, it 

was a terrific human struggle against the power of the sea, 

waged by quiet men who could laugh at failure, and fight on. 

In the first rounds the sea was the victor.  The first salvaging 

expedition of the Falcon, with its crew of ten divers, was de-

feated by winter storms.  There was Chief Torpedoman Fra-

zer, the first to dive.  Slipping down through a hatch into the 

engine room of the S-51, he closed valve after valve to seal 

the vessel, all the while working in sight of the bodies of S-51 

engineers who died still clutching the levers of their engines.  

Then there were Wilson and Eiben, who, like contortionists, 

wriggled between machines and through narrow passageways 

to make air connections. 

The lashing of December storms found us all but beaten; Fra-

zer with a strained heart; L’Heaureaux in the hospital fighting 

off death from the “bends”; Eiben crippled; Wilson a shadow; 

Anderson threatened with pneumonia. 

At last came a lull in the sea’s fury.  Bailey went down.  A 

few minutes later came jerks on his lifeline, the emergency 

signal.  Eight men seized the lifeline and hauled him up.  We 

took off his helmet.  He was almost gone.  “No air, no air!” he 

gasped.  In the icy depths his air hose had frozen solid.  We 

dared not risk more diving.  The Falcon went south. 

With the coming of spring we began anew, more determined 

(Continued from page 11) than ever.  When the Falcon arrived off Block Island, we 

found the sea had swept away our marking buys.  For two 

days we dragged, until a grappling hook finally located the 

submarine. 

Then came a heartbreaking struggle of divers to bolt on a 700

-pound salvage hatch to seal the engine room.  Handling this 

mass of steel on the sloping deck of the submarine was next to 

impossible.  At last it stuck. 

With the interior of the submarine sealed up, our task then 

was to fasten the lifting pontoons.  Under bow and stern we 

dragged heavy iron chains to form cradle slings.  But to get 

the chains under amidships, we had to run tunnels through the 

clay in which the S-51 lay fast.  It was in cutting the first of 

these tunnels with a fire house that Francis Smith had the ad-

venture already described.  By the time a second tunnel was 

started, an ingenious machinist’s mate on the Falcon had in-

vented a new type of nozzle which blew backward as well as 

forward and which cut ten times as fast. 

With the chains finally in place and the pontoons floating, we 

were ready, late on the night of June 21, for the big lift.  On 

the morrow we would raise the submarine. 

But the next day a storm broke.  Suddenly the sea boiled un-

der the Falcon.  A moment later, the bow of the S-51, torn 

from its bed by the waves, came bursting through the surface 

riding on the four pontoons.  Breakers crashed over her, and 

the pontoons pounded each other madly. 

It was up to us now to raise her the whole way, storm or no 

storm.  We began pumping air into the stern pontoons.  Some-

thing slipped.  Chains snapped, and two pontoons drifted 

away.  Our chance was gone.  We had to sink the bow pon-

toons before they, too, should be torn away by the storm. 

But in thirteen days we had replaced the pontoons.  Then 

compressed air began to flow into the engine room and stern 

pontoons.  Less than two hours later the stern rose in a foam-

ing sea.  Now all the air was poured into the forward pon-

toons, while the divers lined the rail, tense and anxious.  An 

hour passed.  Four of the forward pontoons were dry, but still 

no sign of motion.  The last two were nearly dry; still no sign.  

The suspense became terrific.  Suddenly my indicators told 

me that the bow was rising.  I hurried to the rail.  Still no sign, 

but I needed none now. 

“Gentlemen,” I said, “here comes your bow!” 

Great geysers shot up as six pontoons broke through the 

foam.  The S-51 was afloat.  We flung our caps into the sea. 

For 150 miles a strange procession moved through Long Is-

land Sound with the S-51 in tow.  At the top of the morning 

tide we arrived off New York.  Just as we caught a glimpse of 

the navy yard entrance, there came a jolt.  The S-51 leaped 

violently, then stopped dead.  Our pilot had stranded us on a 

reef! 

For the last time, we renewed the battle, and when high tide 

came again we floated the submarine clear. 

So, in the end, we berthed the S-51 safely in dry dock.  So we 

brought the navy back its ship, and the families of her crew 

their beloved dead. 
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