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BASE COMMANDER— 
Ray Lough    360-573-4274 

rayjoanlo@q.com 

VICE COMMANDER— 
Gary Webb    503-632-6259 

SECRETARY— 
Dave Vrooman    503-466-0379 

TREASURER— 
Collie Collins    503-254-6750 

CHAPLAIN— 
Scott Duncan    503-667-0728 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT— 
Stu Crosby    503-390-1451 

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMAN— 
Mike LaPan    503-655-7797 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN— 
Gary Thrall    503-659-1917 

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMAN— 
Gary Schultz, Jr.    503-666-6125 

BYLAWS CHAIRMAN— 
Chris Stafford    503-632-4535 

SMALL STORES BOSS— 
Sandy Musa    503-387-5055 

TRUSTEE— 
Fred Carneau    503-654-0451 

SANITARY EDITOR— 
Dave Vrooman    503-466-0379 

daveem1ss@frontier.com 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN— 
Scott Duncan    503-667-0728 

PAST BASE COMMANDER— 
Chuck Nelson     360-694-5069 

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND 
ALL AROUND GOOD GUY— 

Bob Walters    503-284-8693 

BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 10 November 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

at 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 10 November 2011 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

at 1900 

NO Chow this Month! 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — November 2011 — # 212 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

13 October 2011 

1900—Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough 

Invocation — Scott Duncan, Base Chaplin 

Pledge of Allegiance led by — Ray Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for September — Stu Crosby 

and Dennis Smith 
Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed — Ray 

Lough 

Introductions — All 

Secretary Report — Dave Vrooman 

Treasurer Report — Collie Collins 

Commander Report — Ray Lough 

 Welcome back Dallas. 

 Les’ surgery scheduled for the 20th 

 The trailer is painted and reassembled.  Thanks to 

those who made it to the work party.  Cover and 

rails are in the planning stage. 

 John Mansfield, District Commander WD4, plans 

on attending our November meeting. 

 The Holland Club (National) is looking for dona-

tions to help pay costs incurred at the annual Hol-

land Club breakfast.  If interested, contact Dave 

Vrooman for information. 

 It has been proposed by John Mansfield, that there 

be a joint meeting of WD4 this spring here in Port-

land.  Lance Nowland volunteered to represent the 

base and will keep us informed as it is firmed up. 

 2012 USSVI Calendars are sold out. 

Old Business: 

 2nd reading of the proposed change to the By-Laws. 

 Those nominees for 2012 offices are:  Secretary—

Larry Johnson; Treasurer—Tim Smart; Trustee—

Fred Carneau (Dave Vrooman withdrew).  Anyone 

else wishing to run for these offices must submit his 

name prior to the election at the November meet-

ing.  There is space provided on the ballot to write 

in names. 

 The deadline for entering the Ft. Vancouver Veter-

an’s Day parade passed before we received infor-

mation about it. 

 We will participate in the Veteran’s Day parade in 

the Hollywood District held on 11 November.  

Please be there by 0900 to get the trailer and float 

set up.  The parade starts at 0945.  See page 5 for a 

map and details. 

 Christmas Party:  Get checks to Collie by 30 No-

vember.  $15.00 per person (members and guests).  

Let him know if you want beef, fish or chicken.  

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

Details and menu will be in the December Sanitary. 

New Business: 

 Massing of the Colors will be held at the Portland 

Air National Guard Armory on Sunday  30 October 

at 1400. 

50/50 Raffle of $46.00 won by Joan Lough 

Good of the Order: 

 Gary Curtis:  There is a USS Carp (SS-338) reun-

ion planned for 21-23 September 2012.  He will 

provide more details and they become available. 

 Bob Walters:  Fred Carneau’s wife (Nancy) will be 

home Friday. 

 Collie Collins:  Yakama base has a set of traveling 

dolphins that are now in possession of the South 

Sound base.  He proposes 4 or more of us attend 

one of their meetings and capture them by telling 

sea stories deemed good enough to claim these dol-

phins.  It is proposed that we do this in April when 

we do not meet on Thursday because of the Subma-

rine Birthday Lunch.  South Sound meets the same 

night we do. 

 Bob Walters still has dolphins for sale as pictured 

on page 8 of the October Sanitary. 

 Christmas Raffle:  Gary Thrall won a submarine 

themed book. 

Benediction — Scott Duncan, Base Chaplin 

2000—Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 36 hands aboard:  Collins, Collie; 

Corbett; Crosby; Curtis; Darkes; Dolan; Duncan; 

Fitzgerald; Hager; Hudson; Jackson; Johnson, Lar-

ry; Lee; Lough; McComiskey; Musa, Bill; Musa, 

Sandy; Nowland; Savage; Sayler; Schultz; Scott; 

Seel; Smart; Smith; Stafford; Stowe; Sumner; 

Thrall, Vick; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; Wonsley 

and guests Diltz and Storm. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 
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Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner ———   

November 

Veteran’s Day!! What’s the big hullabaloo?  It is just another 

holiday that Federal employees have off; another day I don’t 

get my mail.  That seems to be the current feelings nowadays.  

Too bad.  

What is the history of this day we call “Veterans Day”?  

Well according to the Internet Veteran’s Day started as Armi-

stice Day, which commemorated the armistice between Ger-

many and the Allied Nations in World War I in 1919.  In 

1921 Congress passed legislation honoring veterans every 

November 11.  In 1954 President Eisenhower changed it to 

Veteran’s Day, a federal holiday that is celebrated on Novem-

ber 11th and is the day we remember the men and women of 

the Armed Services. 

Memorial Day honors service members who died in service 

to their country or as a result of injuries incurred during bat-

tle.  Deceased veterans are also remembered on Veterans Day 

but the day is set aside to thank and honor living veterans who 

served honorably in the military – in wartime or peacetime. 

We submariners are different in that we remember our sub-

marine veterans who are on Eternal Patrol each day, week and 

month of the year—that is our Creed. 

So when you see a person with a military style hat on walk 

up to them and thank them for their service.  Hell, buy ‘em a 

cup of coffee if you are near a Starbucks!  Someone bought 

me one. 

See y’all at the parade in the Hollywood dis-

trict on the 11th. 

Ray Lough, A Proud Veteran! 

Blueback Base 

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ———   NovemberNovemberNovember   

USS Albacore (SS-218) — Lost on 7 November 1944 with the 

loss of 85 Officers and Men, while on her 11th war patrol.  Ac-
cording to Japanese records captured after the war, a subma-
rine (presumed to be Albacore) struck a naval mine very close 
to the shore off northeastern Hokkaido.  A Japanese patrol boat 
witnessed the explosion of a submerged submarine and saw a 
great deal of heavy oil, cork, bedding and food supplies rise to 
the surface.  Albacore earned 9 battle stars and 2 Presidential 
Unit Citations for her WWII service. 

USS Growler (SS-215) — Lost on 8 November 1944 with the 

loss of 86 Officers and Men when she was sunk in the South 
China Sea while on her 11th war patrol.  She was lost while at-
tacking a convoy with USS Hake (SS-256) and USS Hard-
head (SS-365).  The order to commence attacking was the 

last communication ever received from Growler.  After the at-
tack was underway, Hake and Harder heard what sounded like 
a torpedo explosion and then a series of depth charges on 
Growler’s side, and then nothing.  Possibly she was sunk by 
one of her own torpedoes, but it is probable that the convoy’s 
escorts sank her.  Growler earned 2 Navy Unit Commendations 
and 8 battle stars for WWII service. 

USS Scamp (SS-277) — Lost on 9 November 1944 with the loss 

of 83 Officers and Men near Tokyo Bay while on her 8th war 
patrol.  From records available after the war, it appears that 
Scamp was sighted by Japenese planes and depth charged by  
escort CD-4.  Scamp earned 7 battle stars for WWII service. 

USS Corvina (SS-226) — Lost on 16 November 1943 with the 

loss of 82 Officers and Men.  She was sunk just south of Truk 
while on her 1st war patrol and it appears she was lost to the 
torpedoes of a Japanese submarine.  Post war records report 
that Japanese submarine I-176 launched three torpedoes at an 
enemy submarine south of Truk, claiming 2 hits which resulted 
in the explosion of the target.  If this was Corvina, she was the 
only American submarine sunk by a Japanese submarine during 
the entire war. 

USS Sculpin (SS-191) — Lost on 1 November 1943 with the loss 
of 40 Officers and Men while on her 9th war patrol.  Severely 
damaged by depth charges after attacking an enemy convoy 
near Truk, Sculpin continued to fight on the surface.  When the 
captain was killed, the crew abandoned ship and scuttled Scul-
pin.  42 of the crew were taken prisoner; one badly wounded 

man was thrown back into the sea; 21 were aboard the carrier 
Chuyo when she was sunk by the USS Sailfish (SS-192), one 
man managed to be saved from the carrier; only 21 survived 
the war.  Ironically the Sailfish, then the Squalus was the 
boat that Sculpin helped locate and rescue over 4 years before.  
Among those not abandoning ship was Capt. Cromwell, aboard 
as a potential wolfpack commander, he rode, along with 11 
others, the Sculpin down, fearing that vital information i n 
his possession might be compromised under torture.  
For this Capt. Cromwell was posthumously awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor.  Sculpin earned 8 
battle stars in addition to the Philippine Presidential 
Unit Citation for WWII service. 

USSVI Blog... 

Ask the National Commander 
Got a question about USSVI?  

This is your opportunity to ask Na-

tional Commander Michael Bircum-

shaw about whatever is on your 

mind.  

Ground rules, keep it clean and pos-

itive.  

We want to build a better and more 

satisfying organization for all our 

shipmates.  Our mission is to re-

member our fallen shipmates, encourage fraternalism between 

subvets and benefit our submarine family.  Your suggestions 

to help achieve these ends will be very much appreciated.  

If it is something personal that relates to your situation only, 

please email me directly at: nc@ussvi.org.  Otherwise, post 

your message below so that other shipmates can benefit from 

the exchange. 

http://ussvi.wordpress.com 

mailto:nc@ussvi.org
http://ussvi.wordpress.com
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

VETERANS DAY DISCOUNTS & FREEBIES 

Tim Smart (and others) sends— 

Abueloâ’s Mexican Food - Abueloâ’s offerings vary by re-

gion, be sure to call ahead to see what the discounts or free-

bies are included. 

Applebee’s - All veterans and active duty military eat free 

from a limited menu at Applebee’s on Veterans Day. 

Chili’s - Veterans and active duty dine for free from a special 

limited six item menu on Veterans Day. 

Golden Corral Restaurants - Military Appreciation Mon-

day free dinner will be available on November 14, from 5 

p.m. to 9 p.m. Military retirees, veterans, active duty, National 

Guard and Reserves are all welcome. 

Hooters - All Veterans and active duty eat free. The free en-

trees must be selected from a special Veterans Day menu. 

Krispy Kreme - All active-duty, retirees & veterans get a 

free doughnut on Veterans Day. Be sure to call ahead to veri-

fy your local Krispy Kreme is participating. 

McCormick & Schmicks Seafood Restaurants - Participat-

ing McCormick & Schmicks Seafood Restaurants offer a 

complimentary entree to vets from a special menu on a space 

available basis, online reservations are highly recommended. 

Outback Steakhouse - Veterans and active-duty military get 

a complimentary Bloomin’ Onion and non-alcoholic beverage 

on Veterans Day. 

Subway – Free Six Inch Sub. Select Subway locations offer 

a Free six inch sub to military veterans on Veteran’s Day.   

However, Subway restaurants are franchises, so this offer may 

not be available everywhere.  Please call ahead. 

Texas Roadhouse – free meal, Friday, Nov. 11.  Offer varies 

by location; our local Texas Roadhouse is offering a free meal 

from opening until 4pm. Other locations may vary in offer, 

hours, or availability. Call ahead to your local restaurant for 

more information. 
T.G.I. Friday’s – Buy one get one free Nov 11-14.  At par-

ticipating locations for anyone with an old or current military 

ID.  November 11-14. 
Home Depot and Lowe’s also offer 10% discount to all Ac-

tive duty military, retired military and Veterans.  Some stores 

offer this discount all the time, not just on Veteran’s Day.  

This seems to vary form store to store so ask cashier. 

Not responsible for errors — Sanitary editor 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Hollywood will host the 37th annual Ross Hollywood Veterans Day parade on 11 November 2011.  The parade begins at 0945 

at Northeast 40th Avenue and Hancock Street and travels east on Northeast Sandy Boulevard to Northeast 48th Avenue.  It  is the 

only parade in the Portland area held on Veterans Day. 

Army veteran Dr. George Timmons, 91, Portland, will serve as this year’s grand marshal. Timmons was originally sent to the 

Pacific Ocean Theater of WWII as a member of a military band.  However, he soon had to trade his trombone for a rifle and be-

came part of the Army’s 41st Division’s fight with the Japanese on Biak Island off New Guinea’s Papua coast.  

A memorial presentation at the Ross Hollywood Chapel, 4733 Northeast Thompson Street, will follow the parade.  Covered 

seating will be available for seniors and those with disabilities.  

Veterans are also invited to attend a free USO-style show following the presentation at the Hollywood Senior Center, 1820 

Northeast 40th Avenue.  Hollywood entertainer Tony Starlight, Tony Starlight’s Supper Club and Lounge, will showcase music 

from the World War II years and refreshments will be served. 

We will assemble at 40th and Tillamook Streets.  Please be there by 0900 to help get the trailer 

and float ready.  If you plan on riding on the trailer, please bring a chair. 

Scholarships… 

The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce that we are 

now accepting request for scholarship application for the year 2011-

2012.  If you email me at hogan343@aol.com please tell me the 

following:   High School senior now or college student; Address to 

be MAILED too.  If you desire to down load from web page at 

www.ussvi.org look to the left hand column and select “Charitable 

Fund”, Then Select “Scholarship”  Then follow through with the 

application.  You should end up with seven pages.  If not email me 

as what you have and your name and address and I will mail to you 

the missing pieces.  Another thing if you have any problems down-

loading period please let me know by email. 

Do not search the web for the application as there are previous year 

applications out there and we have a new 400 word essay this year 

to be answered.  All requests will be in the next day mail except 

Sunday and then it will be on Monday.  Any question(s) please con-

tact me and I will help you through the problem.  

Paul Orstad “Sub Vet” Scholarship Chairman 

mailto:hogan343@aol.com?subject=Scholarship%20Application
http://www.ussvi.org
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Support our Troops Support our Troops Support our Troops ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Binnacle list Binnacle list Binnacle list ———   

Nancy Carneau:  made it through heart surgery with no ma-

jor problems and is recovering at home.  She thanks you all 

for the cards. 

Dallas Dolan:   is on the mend. 

Danny Fong:  continues to respond well to treatment. 

Les Savage:  surgery was postponed and he is undergoing 

more tests prior to treatment. 

Ed Wilson:   

This is to let the submariners at the Blueback [Base know] 

that Ed is at the VA hospital staying in T-51 Room 

201,Telephone Number 1-800-949-1004, Extension 59201. 

He has been receiving chemo and radiation at OHSU since 

October 3, 2011 and will be there until November 21 when he 

will receive his last treatment.  He may then have to have 

chemo for three days every 21 days. 

Ed has lung cancer and fibrosis of the lungs together with 

emphysema.  He has been told this cancer was caused from 

asbestos from his career as a submariner on diesel subma-

rines.  They found the cancer early, he has a “large cancer” 

that is approximately 3.2 centimeters up close to his esopha-

gus and they also think it began to enter a lymph node ap-

proximately the same location - the reason for the chemo. 

Ed is receiving chemo and radiation over a long period of 

time and the only side effect is feeling tired.  He also gets 

very chilled the day after chemo for 12 hours.  Other than 

that, his appetite is excellent and he is in good spirits.  His 

son, James, who is self-employed is with him during the day 

taking him to all his appointments, I go every other weekend 

as I still work. 

Thought you guys would like to know. 

Loretta Wilson 

email:  lorettawilson123@comcast.net 

FYI — 

November Meeting: 

John Mansfield, the District Commander WD4, plans on 

attending. 

Election of Base Secretary, Treasurer and Trustee 

Vote on By-Laws change. 

Please do not miss this meeting. 

 

Ron Collins:  I will be having surgery on my right hand Fri-

day and I have submitted my retirement papers for Feb 1st so I 

won’t be going back to work…. 

Tired and Retired 

Ron 

 

USS Blueback:  October was a significant month for her.  

She was commissioned on 15 October 1959, Decommis-

sioned on 1 October 1990 and struck from the Register of 

Ships of the U.S. Navy on 30 October 1990. 

From the Crew — 

Keith Miller – RG Walker send — 

Two bowling teams, one of all Blondes and one of all Bru-

nettes, charter a double-Decker bus for a weekend  

trip to Louisiana. 

The Brunette team rode on the bottom of the bus, and  

the Blonde team rode on the top level.  

The Brunette team down below really whooped it up,  

having a great time, when one of them realized she  

hadn’t heard anything from the Blondes upstairs.  She  

decided to go up and investigate. 

When the Brunette reached the top, she found all the  

Blondes in fear, staring straight ahead at the road,  

clutching the seats in front of them with white knuckles.   

The brunette asked, “What the heck’s going on up here?   

We’re having a great time downstairs!” 

One of the Blondes looked up at her, swallowed hard  

and whispered…“YEAH, BUT YOU'VE GOT A DRIVER!” 

 

Ray Lough sends — 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
mailto:lorettawilson123@comcast.net?subject=Ed


VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — November 2011 — Page 8 

Dues… 

The end of the year is fast approaching 

and that means that 2012 dues will be due 

shortly.  Avoid the rush, please pay your 

dues now.  Check 

with Dave Vrooman 

to see if you owe 

dues. 

Don’t be a 

        DINK... 
Thank you! 

Virginia-class submarines are the Navy’s most modern subs. 

They have capabilities that allow them to perform better in 

shallow water than other subs and were designed to help pro-

vide better support for special forces, an increasingly im-

portant aspect of naval strategy.  Among other features, the 

torpedo room can be reconfigured to house large numbers of 

special operation forces and their equipment for prolonged 

deployments.  The boat also has a large chamber for divers 

coming and going. 

“There are a lot of people who have been waiting for this day 

and for you,” Vice Adm. John Richardson, commander of 

submarine forces, told the boat’s crew during a ceremony at 

Naval Station Norfolk.  

“Our fleet commanders have been waiting for the decision 

superiority that you will bring them, providing them the full 

range of options from covert operation in peacetime to deci-

sive firepower in wartime to protect our nation's interests.” 

In addition to torpedoes, the California is armed with Toma-

hawk cruise missiles. 

The California cost about $2.3 billion to build and was deliv-

ered more than eight months ahead of schedule by Newport 

News Shipbuilding in Virginia. 

Another six Virginia-class submarines are under construction 

and another four are under contract, with Newport News 

Shipbuilding and Groton, Conn.-based Electric Boat taking 

turns delivering the subs. 

The California will be home ported at Naval Submarine 

Base New London in Connecticut.  Each of the Virginia-class 

subs are stationed in either Groton, CT., or Pearl Harbor, HI.  

In total, the Navy has 72 submarines in its fleet. 

California, the most modern and sophisticated attack subma-

rine in the world, can operate in both littoral and deep ocean 

environments and presents combatant commanders with a 

broad and unique range of operational capabilities. 

She weighs 7,800 tons, is 377-feet long and will be able to 

dive to depths greater than 800 feet.  She can also operate at 

speeds in excess of 25 knots submerged.  The boat is designed 

with a nuclear reactor plant that will eliminate the need for 

refueling during the planned life of the boat. 

Cmdr. Dana Nelson is California’s first commanding officer.  

Nelson leads a crew of about 134 officers and 

enlisted personnel.  A native of Clinton, CT, 

he graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy 

in 1992, earning a Bachelor of Science de-

gree in Aerospace Engineering. 

It is the Veteran... 

Adapted from “It is the Veteran” by Chaplain Paul Swerdlow 

by Horace O. Duke, Chaplin Portland VA Medical Center 

It is the VETERAN not the preacher, who has given us free-

dom of religion. 

It is the VETERAN not the reporter, who has given us free-

dom of the press. 

It is the VETERAN not the poet who has given us freedom 

of speech. 

It is the VETERAN not the protester who has given us free-

dom to assemble. 

It is the VETERAN not the politician who has given us the 

right to vote. 

It is the VETERAN not the highest court of our land who 

protects our Creator given unalienable rights of life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

It is the VETERAN who calls us to salute the Flag. 

It is the VETERAN who serves under the Flag. 

It is the VETERAN who leads 

us in the pledge of allegiance 

to the Flag. 

It is the VETERAN whose cof-

fin is draped with honor by the 

Flag. 

It is the VETERAN for 

whom we are thankful and to 

whom we say, “Well done 

and God Bless and AMEN.” 

Navy commissions USS California (SSN-781)... 

NORFOLK, VA — The Navy’s newest nuclear-powered 

submarine was recently commissioned, making the USS Cali-

fornia the eighth Virginia-class sub to join the fleet.  She is 

the first boat to be commissioned on Admiral Greenert’s 

watch as the Navy’s new CNO.  California is the seventh 

Navy ship, and first submarine, to be named in honor of the 

people of the Golden State. 

Naval Submarine Base, submarine Mississippi 

recognized for community service... 

Groton, CT— The Navy recognized the Naval Submarine 

Base and the submarine USS Mississippi (SSN 782) for com-

munity service. 

Both the base and the submarine were named the recipients 

(Continued on page 9) 
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of the 2011 Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic’s Com-

munity Service Award on 6 October.  The base won in the 

categories of health, safety and fitness and Project Good 

Neighbor in the large command, ashore division.  Mississippi 

received the same awards in the small command, at sea divi-

sion. 

Capt. Marc W. Denno, base commander, said one of his 

goals when he took command was to “grow the productive 

relationship” between the base and the community.  “I’m 

proud to say that that effort has really taken root,” he said.  

Volunteers from the base have helped at soup kitchens and 

homeless organizations, cleaned up the environment and visit-

ed the local schools. 

Sailors from the Mississippi worked on more than 50 com-

munity service projects throughout the area.  “It’s a tremen-

dous honor to be recognized in two categories 

where so much of our ship’s efforts relied on the 

initiative of our junior sailors,” said Cmdr. John 

McGrath, Mississippi’s commanding officer. 

(Continued from page 8) 

New at HNSA... 

Folks,  

C.F. ‘O’ Class Submarines, is the first in a series of subma-

rine training manuals for the Canadian Forces Oberon class 

submarines. 

In this online version of the manual we have attempted to 

keep the flavor of the original layout while taking advantage 

of the Web's universal accessibility. Different browsers and 

fonts will cause the text to move, but the text will remain 

roughly where it is in the original manual. In addition to er-

rors we have attempted to preserve from the original, this text 

was captured by a combination of optical character recogni-

tion and human typist. Each method creates errors that are 

compounded while encoding for the Web. Please report any 

typos, or particularly annoying layout issues with the HNSA 

Feedback Form for correction. 

Richard Pekelney, Webmaster 

http://hnsa.org/doc/oberon/index.htm 

Another CO FIRED… 

The commanding officer of a Bangor, WA based ballistic-missile 

submarine was fired for inadequate leadership.  He is the 20th CO to 

be fired this year, the second highest toll for the service going back 

to 2000. 

Cmdr. Joseph Nosse, CO of the ballistic-missile submarine USS 

Kentucky (SSBN-737), was relieved due to a loss of confidence in 

his ability to command.  He exhibited inadequate leadership and 

oversight of the crew in the areas of operations and administration.  

The determination came after a series of external assessments and 

observations.  No details were immediately available on the specific 

shortfalls, who had first observed them or when and whether Nos-

se’s relief was the result of an investigation. 

Cmdr. Gerhard Somlai, deputy commander of SUBRON 17, has 

assumed command of Kentucky until a permanent replacement is 

named.  Somlai has commanded the submarine Nebraska’s Blue 

Crew.  Nosse has been reassigned to SUBGRU 9. 

Nosse took command of the Bangor, Wash.-based sub’s 

Gold Crew in February 2010 and took over the com-

bined crew in August.  Kentucky is preparing to enter 

the yards next year for a mid-life refueling. 

http://hnsa.org/doc/oberon/index.htm
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Navy explores longer submarine deployments... 

Groton, CT  The Navy is considering lengthening the stand-

ard deployment of attack submarines beyond six months as it 

faces rising demands with a fleet that has been shrinking since 

the end of the Cold War, the commander of American subma-

rine forces says 

Already, attack submarines are at times asked to stay out 

longer than six months — extensions that can be trying for 

sailors who serve in tightly confined spaces with limited out-

side communication as members of the “silent service.” 

Vice Adm. John Richardson said that keeping subs out long-

er is one of several options the Navy is considering as the 

number of attack subs is projected to continue dropping in the 

next decade and beyond. 

“I think we’re looking at all the options,” he said. “As you 

try and maintain the same presence with fewer hulls, there are 

all sorts of variables in that equation.  One would be extend-

ing deployment lengths.  So that’s certainly on the table.” 

Submariners are not alone in seeing deployments extended 

periodically, as two wars and evolving threats strain the entire 

U.S. military.  A spokeswoman for the admiral, Navy Cmdr. 

Monica Rousselow, said it is impossible to say how long sub 

deployments might become because so many factors are in-

volved. 

Extending deployments permanently would save resources 

because the Navy could complete more missions with the nu-

clear-powered submarines that it has available.  The fast-

attack subs travel to far-flung corners of the globe for mis-

sions including intelligence gathering and firing missiles, but 

they can maintain a presence only for so long before making 

the time-consuming journey back to U.S. bases. 

Navy contractors began stepping up submarine production 

this year, but pressure on the defense budget has raised uncer-

tainty about future procurement.  While some critics describe 

the multibillion-dollar vessels as costly relics of a different 

era, Richardson says submarines remain integral to America’s 

nuclear deterrence strategy and the security of a nation that 

conducts the vast majority of its trade by maritime channels. 

Enlisted crew members on the attack subs sleep six to a 

room, stacked in bunk areas barely larger than a closet, and 

navigate corridors so narrow only one person can pass at a 

time.  The deployments are typically broken up by port calls, 

but they can remain at sea for weeks or months at a time.  The 

bigger, roomier ballistic missile subs generally stay closer to 

their home ports and have shorter deployments. 

Electric Boat, a division of General Dynamics Corp., is the 

Navy’s primary contractor for submarine construction. 

Congressman Joe Courtney, a member of the House Armed 

Services Committee, said that the contract is “tremendous 

news” for Electric Boat and the local economy.  He noted it 

follows recent testimony by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 

that he regards the submarine fleet as “indispensable”. 

Navy awards Electric Boat contract... 

Groton-based Electric Boat has been awarded a $429 million 

contract for design, planning and technical support for the 

Navy’s fleet of nuclear submarines. 

Company spokesman Robert Hamilton says the Navy con-

tract will sustain 800 to 1,000 skilled jobs in the submarine 

industrial base in Connecticut. 

The Lighter Side — 

Men's Thesaurus... 

“I'M GOING FISHING” Means: “I’m going to drink myself 

dangerously stupid, and stand by a stream with a stick in my 

hand, while the fish swim by in complete safety.” 

“CAN I HELP WITH DINNER?” Means: “Why isn’t it al-

ready on the table?” 

“UH HUH,” “SURE, HONEY,” OR “YES, DEAR…” 

Means: Absolutely nothing. It’s a conditioned response.  

“IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO EXPLAIN” Means: “I 

have no idea how it works.” 

“I WAS LISTENING TO YOU. IT’S JUST THAT I HAVE 

THINGS ON MY MIND.” Means: “I was wondering if that 

redhead over there is wearing a bra.” 

“TAKE A BREAK HONEY, YOU’RE WORKING TOO 

HARD.” Means: “I can’t hear the game over the vacuum 

cleaner.” 

“THAT’S INTERESTING, DEAR.” Means: “Are you still 

talking?” 

“YOU KNOW HOW BAD MY MEMORY IS.” Means: “I 

remember the theme song to ‘F Troop’, the address of the first 

girl I ever kissed, and the vehicle identification numbers of 

every car I’ve ever owned, but I forgot your birthday.” 


