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BASE COMMANDERð 
Ray Lough    360 -573 -4274  

rayjoanlo@q.com  

VICE COMMANDERð 
Gary Webb    503 -632 -6259  

SECRETARYð 
Dave Vrooman    503 -466 -0379  

TREASURERð 
Collie Collins    503 -254 -6750  

CHAPLAINð 
Scott Duncan    503 -667 -0728  

CHIEF OF THE BOATð 
Stu Crosby    503 -390 -1451  

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMANð 
Mike LaPan    503 -655-7797  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMANð 
Gary Thrall    503 -659 -1917  

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMANð 
Gary Schultz, Jr.    503 -666 -6125  

BYLAWS CHAIRMANð 
Chris Stafford    503 -632 -4535  

SMALL STORES BOSSð 
Sandy Musa    503 -387 -5055  

TRUSTEEð 
Fred Carneau    503 -654 -0451  

SANITARY EDITORð 
Dave Vrooman    503 -466 -0379  

daveem1ss@frontier.com  

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMANð 
Scott Duncan    503 -667 -0728  

PAST BASE COMMANDERð 
Chuck Nelson      360 -694 -5069  

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND 
ALL AROUND GOOD GUYð 

Bob Walters    503 -284 -8693  

BBBASEASEASE    MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS .........    

Thursday, 8 December 2011 

The Base Annual Christmas Party will be held 

at  

The Best Western Rivershore Hotel 

in Oregon City. (map on Pg.7) 

Social hour will start about 1800 

with dinner served about 1900. 

There will be a short meeting followed by the 

Christmas Party 

USSVI ð Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon ð December 2011 ð # 213 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purposeéé 

ñTo perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.ò 

    

    

    

    

    

Meeting Minutes November 2 DD-214 5 

Dues Chart 2 New Book 5 

Lost Boats December 3 Night before Christmas Sub 6 

Base Commander s Corner 3 Christmas Party Map & Info 7 

Virginia Class Prog. likely to survive 3 Support Our Troops 7 

2012 Dues Due 3 The Lighter Side 8 

New HOLLAND Club Member 4 New Boat 8 

District Commander WD4 visits 4 Shipmates A USSVI Plaque 8 

A Great Christmas Present! 4 Gifts that go far with a Man 9 

Veteran s Day Parade 5 Over the Horizon 10 

mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com?subject=Blueback%20Base
mailto:daveem1ss@q.com


VENTING SANITARY  Inboard ð December 2011 ð Page 2 

Blueback Base  

Meeting Minutes  

10 November 2011  

1900ðMeeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough 

Invocation ð Arlo Gatchel 

Pledge of Allegiance led by ð Ray Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for November ð Stu Crosby 

and Larry Johnson 
Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed ð Ray 

Lough 

Introductions ð All 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to ac-

cept  the October minutes as published in the No-

vember Sanitary. 

Secretary Report E-Board meetingð Dave Vrooman 

Treasurer Report ð Collie Collins 

Commander Report ð Ray Lough 

 Base members attended the Massing of the Colors, 

but due to a mix up in communications we did not 

have our colors, and were part of the audience. 

 The Monthly Memorial at Willamette National 

cemetery was attended by base members. 

 I visited Heritage High School on Monday, 7 No-

vember, as part of their Veteranôs Day Assembly. 

Old Business: 

 3rd  and final reading of the proposed change to the 

By-Laws. 

 A motion was made, seconded and passed to ap-

prove the proposed change to our By-Laws. 

 The election of 2012 officers was held,  The elec-

tion results for 2012 base officers are: 

  SecretaryðLarry Johnson 

  TreasurerðTim Smart 

  TrusteeðFred Carneau 

 Congratulations to the new officers, they will be 

sworn in at next monthôs Christmas Party. 

 We will participate in the Veteranôs Day parade in 

the Hollywood District held tomorrow, 11 Novem-

ber.  Please be there by 0900 to get the trailer and 

float set up.  The parade starts at 0945. 

 Christmas Party:  Cut off date for paying is 30 No-

vember.  Get checks to Collie.  $15.00 per person 

(members and guests).  Let him know if you want 

beef, fish or chicken.  Details and menu will be in 

the December Sanitary. 

New Business: 

 We need a current inventory from all members that 

are in possession of base property.  Please have it 

by the January meeting. 

50/50 Raffle of $37.00 won by Ray Lough 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL  NATIONAL  BASE  

1 Yr.  $20.00  $15.00  

3 Yr. pre -pay  $55.00  $15.00 / Yr.  

5 Yr. pre -pay  $90.00  $15.00 / Yr.  

LIFE  NATIONAL  BASE  

< Age 45  $500.00  $300.00  

Ages 46 -55 Yrs.  $400.00  $250.00  

Ages 56 -65 Yrs.  $300.00  $200.00  

Ages 66 -75 Yrs.  $200.00  $150.00  

Ages 76 +  $100.00  $50.00  

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag.  

Good of the Order: 

 Bob Lee:  Sub Vets of WW II calendars are availa-

ble. ð Danny Fong is doing well.  Hopes to be at a 

meeting soon. ð Donôt forget the luncheon at the 

Hillsboro Elks on the 16th. 

 The November Monthly Memorial at Willamette 

National Cemetery is the third Thursday this month 

because of Thanksgiving 

 Bill Bryan:  Thank you all for your donations of 

items to be sent to our troops! 

 John Mansfield, District Commander WD4, visited 

this monthôs meeting.  Besides expressing his 

pleasure to be at our meeting, he passed on Kudos 

from Jim Dunn, Region Director Western and Mi-

chael Bircumshaw, National Commander. 

  He also discussed: 

   The traveling dolphins. 

   Still working on a tour of Bangor and a boat. 

   Kaps for Kids. 

   The spring meeting of district base officers to be 

held in Tacoma ð Lance Nowland will keep us 

informed as plans are firmed up. 

   He toured the Blueback while down here and 

commented on how good it looks. 

 Benediction ð Arlo Gatchel 

1955ðMeeting adjourned. 

Sailing List ð 31 hands aboard:  Bryan; Carneau; 

Collins, Collie; Crosby; Curtis; Dennis; Gatchel; 

Hager; Jackson; Johnson, Larry; LaPan; Lee; Lines; 

Lough; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; Nowland; Sav-

age; Schultz; Smart; Smith; Sumner; Thrall, 

Tzevelekos; Vrooman; Waite; Walters; Wanner; 

Webb; Whitmarsh and guest John Mansfield, Dis-

trict Commander WD4. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 
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Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ddd   DecemberDecemberDecember    

USS Capelin (SS -289)  ð Lost on 2 December 1943 with the loss 

of 76 Officers and Men, while on her 2 nd war patrol.  She may 
have been lost to mines as there were Japanese minefields 
known to have been placed in various positions along the north 
coast of Sulawesi in Capelin ôs area  Gone without a trace, she 
remains in the list of boats lost without a known cause.  Cape-
lin  earned 1 battle star for her WWII service.  

USS Sealion (SS-195)  ð Lost on 10 December 1941 with the 

loss of 5 of her crew (1 died as a POW).  She took two direct 
bomb hits in the Japanese air raid that demolished the Cavite 
Navy yard, in Manila Bay.  Damaged beyond remaining repair 
facilities capabilities she was ordered destroyed.  All salvageable 
equipment was taken off, depth charges were placed inside, 
and on 25 December, the explosives were set off to prevent her 

from being made useful to the enemy.  

USS F-1 (SS -20) ð Lost on 17 December 1917 with the loss of 19 

Officers and Men while maneuvering in exercises (training sub-
marine school students) off Pont Loma, San Diego, CA.  She 
collided with USS F-3 (SS -22)  and sank in 10 seconds, her 
port side torn forward of the engine room.  Three of her crew 
were rescued by the submarines with whom she was operating. 

USS S-4 (SS -109)  ð Lost on 17 December 1927 with the loss of 

40 Officers and Men.  While surfacing from a submerged run 
over the measured-mile off Cape Cod near Provincetown, MA, 
she was accidentally rammed and sunk by the Coast Guard de-
stroyer USS Paulding (CG -17) .  Heroic efforts were made to 
rescue six known survivors trapped in the forward torpedo 

room, who had exchanged a series of signals with divers by 
tapping on the hull.  Sadly all six men perished.  Raised on 17 
March 1928 she was towed to the Boston Navy yard for dry-
docking and de-commissioned on 19 March.  Re-commissioned  
on 16 October, after repairs and conversion to a test 
vessel for submarine rescue experimentation, she 
served until she was stricken from the Navel Vessel 
Register on 15 January 1936 and destroyed on 15 May 
by sinking. 

Duesé 

The end of the year is fast approaching 

and that means that 2012 dues will be due 

shortly.  Avoid the rush, please pay your 

dues now.  Check 

with Dave Vrooman 

to see if you owe 

dues. 

Donôt be a 

        DINK... 

Thank you! 

#"4& $0.."/%&3z4 $03/&3 #"4& $0.."/%&3z4 $03/&3 #"4& $0.."/%&3z4 $03/&3 ddd   

December  

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ONE AND ALL!!! 

 

REMEMBER THE REASON FOR THE SEASON. 

 

SEE YôALL AT THE CHRISTMAS 
DINNER ON THE 8

TH
. 

RAY LOUGH 

BLUEBACK BASE 

Virginia -Class Sub Program Likely To Survive...  

The Day, 24 November 

The Virginia-class submarine program is likely to stay on 

track despite the failure of the congressional ñsuper-

committeeò to deal with the nationôs budget deficit, experts 

say.  But the building of a new class of submarines could be 

derailed. 

This weekôs breakdown of the Joint Select Committee on 

Deficit Reduction will trigger automatic, across-the-board 

spending cuts of $1.2 trillion - with half coming from the De-

fense Department - in January 2013 unless lawmakers reach 

some sort of agreement before then. 
(Continued on page 4) 
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"ÁÓÅ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒȟ 2ÁÙ ,ÏÕÇÈ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ (/,,!.$ #ÌÕÂ 
ÃÅÒÔÉǢÃÁÔÅÓȟ ÐÁÔÃÈ ÁÎÄ )$ ÃÁÒÄ ÔÏ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ 4ÈÏÒÎÈÉÌÌȢ  (Å 
×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÁÌÉǢÅÄ ÉÎ ΧίΫΨ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

533 #ÁÉÍÁÎ ɉ33-ΩΨΩɊ 
#ÁÉÍÁÎ ɂ #ÁÉÍÁÎ ɂ #ÁÉÍÁÎ 

*ÏÈÎ -ÁÎÓǢÅÌÄȟ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒ 7$Ϊ ÐÏÓÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
"ÁÓÅ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ  *ÏÈÎ 
ÔÒÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÅÁÃÈ 7$Ϊ ÂÁÓÅ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÙÅÁÒȢ 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said such cuts would 

render most of the Pentagonôs ship and construction projects 

ñunexecutableò. 

Electric Boat in Groton and Newport News Shipbuilding in 

Virginia now build two Virginia-class submarines a year. EB 

is also designing a ballistic-missile submarine that would re-

place the Ohio-class boats. 

Retired Rear Adm. John B. Padgett III said it would be un-

wise to bring the production rate for Virginia-class subma-

rines back to one annually to save money; the program is con-

sidered a ñbright starò in the Defense Department for its ex-

ceptional execution and management. 

ñIt will be hard for them to look at that and say, óGee, this 

program is doing well so change it and make it not do so 

wellô.  That doesnôt make sense to me,ò said Padgett, of Old 

Lyme, president of the national Naval Submarine League.  ñIf 

I were going to guess, Iôd say the biggest risk right now is for 

a slip in the start of the Ohio replacement.ò 

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, said the Virginia-

class program is in ña survivable positionò given the ship-

buildersô performance, the fact that the Navy is concerned 

that it will have too few attack submarines in the future, and 

the contract the Navy has with EB that would be ña nightmare 

to try to undoò. 

Loren B. Thompson, chief operating officer at the nonprofit 

think tank Lexington Institute, agreed. ñThe submarine com-

munity is unlikely to escape without feeling some pain,ò he 

said.  ñBut I donôt think itôs likely that there will be any 

change in the plan for production of the Virginia class.ò 

But Courtney and Thompson share Padgettôs concern for the 

future of the ballistic-missile submarine, since it is in the be-

ginning stages of development - and expensive.  Each subma-

rine after the first ship will cost $5.6 billion, a figure the Navy 

is trying to pare down to $4.9 billion.  ñIt would be pretty 

naive to predict smooth sailing,ò Courtney said. 

(Continued from page 3) 

You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

A Great 

Christmas 

Present! 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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"ÁÓÅ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÐÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 533 !ÌÂÁÃÏÒÅ ɉ33-ΨΧήɊ ǨÏÁÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎȭÓ $ÁÙ 
ÐÁÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÌÙ×ÏÏÄ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȢ  'ÏÏÄ ÄÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÄÒÅÓÓ ÂÌÕÅÓȟ ,ÁÒÒÙȦ 

.ÏÔ ÉÎ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÁÒÅ 4ÉÍ 3ÍÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ,ÁÎÃÅ .Ï×ÌÁÎÄȢ 

DD-214    

Please pass this information on to former military personnel 

you may know and their families. 

Itôs official; DD-214ôs are NOW available to request Online. 

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has provid-

ed the following website for veterans to gain access to their 

DD-214ôs.  online: 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/ 

This may be particularly helpful when a veteran needs a copy 

of his DD-214 for employment purposes.  NPRC is working 

to make it easier for veterans with computers and Internet ac-

cess to obtain copies of documents from their military files. 

Military veterans and the next of kin of deceased former mil-

itary members may now use a new online military personnel 

records system to request documents. 

Other individuals with a need for documents must still com-

plete the Standard Form 180, which can be downloaded from 

the online web site. Because the requester will be asked to 

supply all information essential for NPRC to process the re-

quest, delays that normally occur when NPRC has to ask vet-

erans for additional information will be minimized.  The new 

web-based application was designed to provide better service 

on these requests by eliminating the records centers mailroom 

and processing time. 

New Booké 

Ever heard of the USS Dorado (SS 248)? She didnôt make it 

to the Canal on the way to Pearl.  What happened and the in-

vestigation is the latest work from Douglas E. Campbell 

Ph.D. who has written: 

USS DORADO (SS -248): On Eternal Patrol  

The author grew up around submarine bases in Groton, Holy 

Loch, Rota, and Charleston.  He has written 5 other books, 

many technical and historical publications.  The work is self 

published and available from the author at: 

dcamp@syneca.com and is not available at the major book 

houses at this time.  

The volume is 584 pages and in trade paper size. Many pho-

tographs from construction through drawings made by two 

artists done while riding the Dorado on shakedown.  

This is not a story but rather a detailed investigation into the 

disappearance of the boat and itôs crew including a strange 

story of itôs bell and the last member to leave the boat who 

claims to have jumped off during an aircraft bombing run and 

was picked up in the water. 

Chapters: 

1. Background 

2. Testing, shakedown and fitting out 

3. On the way to Pearl 

4. The Attacks 

5. Court of Inquiry 

6. The Search for the Dorado 

Appendices: 

A. The Mystery of the Sole Survivor 

B. The Mystery of the bell 

C. Sub Wrecks near Chinchorro Reef, Mexico 

D. Fate of German U-Boats 

(Continued on page 6) 

There is no problem that can not be solved with a 

liberal application of sex, tequila, money, duct 

tape, or high explosives, and a diesel boat.... 

not necessarily in that order. 


