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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Thursday, 8 December 2011 

The Base Annual Christmas Party will be held 

at  

The Best Western Rivershore Hotel 

in Oregon City. (map on Pg.7) 

Social hour will start about 1800 

with dinner served about 1900. 

There will be a short meeting followed by the 

Christmas Party 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
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Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

10 November 2011 

1900—Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, Ray 

Lough 

Invocation — Arlo Gatchel 

Pledge of Allegiance led by — Ray Lough 

Tolling of the lost boats for November — Stu Crosby 

and Larry Johnson 
Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed — Ray 

Lough 

Introductions — All 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to ac-

cept  the October minutes as published in the No-

vember Sanitary. 

Secretary Report E-Board meeting— Dave Vrooman 

Treasurer Report — Collie Collins 

Commander Report — Ray Lough 

 Base members attended the Massing of the Colors, 

but due to a mix up in communications we did not 

have our colors, and were part of the audience. 

 The Monthly Memorial at Willamette National 

cemetery was attended by base members. 

 I visited Heritage High School on Monday, 7 No-

vember, as part of their Veteran’s Day Assembly. 

Old Business: 

 3rd  and final reading of the proposed change to the 

By-Laws. 

 A motion was made, seconded and passed to ap-

prove the proposed change to our By-Laws. 

 The election of 2012 officers was held,  The elec-

tion results for 2012 base officers are: 

  Secretary—Larry Johnson 

  Treasurer—Tim Smart 

  Trustee—Fred Carneau 

 Congratulations to the new officers, they will be 

sworn in at next month’s Christmas Party. 

 We will participate in the Veteran’s Day parade in 

the Hollywood District held tomorrow, 11 Novem-

ber.  Please be there by 0900 to get the trailer and 

float set up.  The parade starts at 0945. 

 Christmas Party:  Cut off date for paying is 30 No-

vember.  Get checks to Collie.  $15.00 per person 

(members and guests).  Let him know if you want 

beef, fish or chicken.  Details and menu will be in 

the December Sanitary. 

New Business: 

 We need a current inventory from all members that 

are in possession of base property.  Please have it 

by the January meeting. 

50/50 Raffle of $37.00 won by Ray Lough 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

Good of the Order: 

 Bob Lee:  Sub Vets of WW II calendars are availa-

ble. — Danny Fong is doing well.  Hopes to be at a 

meeting soon. — Don’t forget the luncheon at the 

Hillsboro Elks on the 16th. 

 The November Monthly Memorial at Willamette 

National Cemetery is the third Thursday this month 

because of Thanksgiving 

 Bill Bryan:  Thank you all for your donations of 

items to be sent to our troops! 

 John Mansfield, District Commander WD4, visited 

this month’s meeting.  Besides expressing his 

pleasure to be at our meeting, he passed on Kudos 

from Jim Dunn, Region Director Western and Mi-

chael Bircumshaw, National Commander. 

  He also discussed: 

   The traveling dolphins. 

   Still working on a tour of Bangor and a boat. 

   Kaps for Kids. 

   The spring meeting of district base officers to be 

held in Tacoma — Lance Nowland will keep us 

informed as plans are firmed up. 

   He toured the Blueback while down here and 

commented on how good it looks. 

 Benediction — Arlo Gatchel 

1955—Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List — 31 hands aboard:  Bryan; Carneau; 

Collins, Collie; Crosby; Curtis; Dennis; Gatchel; 

Hager; Jackson; Johnson, Larry; LaPan; Lee; Lines; 

Lough; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; Nowland; Sav-

age; Schultz; Smart; Smith; Sumner; Thrall, 

Tzevelekos; Vrooman; Waite; Walters; Wanner; 

Webb; Whitmarsh and guest John Mansfield, Dis-

trict Commander WD4. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 
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Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ———   DecemberDecemberDecember   

USS Capelin (SS-289) — Lost on 2 December 1943 with the loss 

of 76 Officers and Men, while on her 2nd war patrol.  She may 
have been lost to mines as there were Japanese minefields 
known to have been placed in various positions along the north 
coast of Sulawesi in Capelin’s area  Gone without a trace, she 
remains in the list of boats lost without a known cause.  Cape-
lin earned 1 battle star for her WWII service. 

USS Sealion (SS-195) — Lost on 10 December 1941 with the 

loss of 5 of her crew (1 died as a POW).  She took two direct 
bomb hits in the Japanese air raid that demolished the Cavite 
Navy yard, in Manila Bay.  Damaged beyond remaining repair 
facilities capabilities she was ordered destroyed.  All salvageable 
equipment was taken off, depth charges were placed inside, 
and on 25 December, the explosives were set off to prevent her 

from being made useful to the enemy. 

USS F-1 (SS-20) — Lost on 17 December 1917 with the loss of 19 

Officers and Men while maneuvering in exercises (training sub-
marine school students) off Pont Loma, San Diego, CA.  She 
collided with USS F-3 (SS-22) and sank in 10 seconds, her 
port side torn forward of the engine room.  Three of her crew 
were rescued by the submarines with whom she was operating. 

USS S-4 (SS-109) — Lost on 17 December 1927 with the loss of 

40 Officers and Men.  While surfacing from a submerged run 
over the measured-mile off Cape Cod near Provincetown, MA, 
she was accidentally rammed and sunk by the Coast Guard de-
stroyer USS Paulding (CG-17).  Heroic efforts were made to 
rescue six known survivors trapped in the forward torpedo 

room, who had exchanged a series of signals with divers by 
tapping on the hull.  Sadly all six men perished.  Raised on 17 
March 1928 she was towed to the Boston Navy yard for dry-
docking and de-commissioned on 19 March.  Re-commissioned  
on 16 October, after repairs and conversion to a test 
vessel for submarine rescue experimentation, she 
served until she was stricken from the Navel Vessel 
Register on 15 January 1936 and destroyed on 15 May 
by sinking. 

Dues… 

The end of the year is fast approaching 

and that means that 2012 dues will be due 

shortly.  Avoid the rush, please pay your 

dues now.  Check 

with Dave Vrooman 

to see if you owe 

dues. 

Don’t be a 

        DINK... 
Thank you! 

Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner ———   

December 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ONE AND ALL!!! 

 

REMEMBER THE REASON FOR THE SEASON. 

 

SEE Y’ALL AT THE CHRISTMAS 
DINNER ON THE 8

TH
. 

RAY LOUGH 

BLUEBACK BASE 

Virginia-Class Sub Program Likely To Survive... 

The Day, 24 November 

The Virginia-class submarine program is likely to stay on 

track despite the failure of the congressional “super-

committee” to deal with the nation’s budget deficit, experts 

say.  But the building of a new class of submarines could be 

derailed. 

This week’s breakdown of the Joint Select Committee on 

Deficit Reduction will trigger automatic, across-the-board 

spending cuts of $1.2 trillion - with half coming from the De-

fense Department - in January 2013 unless lawmakers reach 

some sort of agreement before then. 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Base Commander, Ray Lough presents HOLLAND Club 
certificates, patch and ID card to Robert Thornhill.  He 

was an engineman and qualified in 1952 on the 
USS Caiman (SS-323) 

Caiman — Caiman — Caiman 

John Mansfield, District Commander WD4 poses with 
Base Commander after the November meeting.  John 

tries to visit each WD4 base at least once a year. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said such cuts would 

render most of the Pentagon’s ship and construction projects 

“unexecutable”. 

Electric Boat in Groton and Newport News Shipbuilding in 

Virginia now build two Virginia-class submarines a year. EB 

is also designing a ballistic-missile submarine that would re-

place the Ohio-class boats. 

Retired Rear Adm. John B. Padgett III said it would be un-

wise to bring the production rate for Virginia-class subma-

rines back to one annually to save money; the program is con-

sidered a “bright star” in the Defense Department for its ex-

ceptional execution and management. 

“It will be hard for them to look at that and say, ‘Gee, this 

program is doing well so change it and make it not do so 

well’.  That doesn’t make sense to me,” said Padgett, of Old 

Lyme, president of the national Naval Submarine League.  “If 

I were going to guess, I’d say the biggest risk right now is for 

a slip in the start of the Ohio replacement.” 

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, said the Virginia-

class program is in “a survivable position” given the ship-

builders’ performance, the fact that the Navy is concerned 

that it will have too few attack submarines in the future, and 

the contract the Navy has with EB that would be “a nightmare 

to try to undo”. 

Loren B. Thompson, chief operating officer at the nonprofit 

think tank Lexington Institute, agreed. “The submarine com-

munity is unlikely to escape without feeling some pain,” he 

said.  “But I don’t think it’s likely that there will be any 

change in the plan for production of the Virginia class.” 

But Courtney and Thompson share Padgett’s concern for the 

future of the ballistic-missile submarine, since it is in the be-

ginning stages of development - and expensive.  Each subma-

rine after the first ship will cost $5.6 billion, a figure the Navy 

is trying to pare down to $4.9 billion.  “It would be pretty 

naive to predict smooth sailing,” Courtney said. 

(Continued from page 3) 

You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

A Great 

Christmas 

Present! 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Base Members pose in front of the USS Albacore (SS-218) float before the Veteran’s Day 
parade in the Hollywood district.  Good day for dress blues, Larry! 

Not in picture are Tim Smart and Lance Nowland. 

DD-214    

Please pass this information on to former military personnel 

you may know and their families. 

It’s official; DD-214’s are NOW available to request Online. 

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has provid-

ed the following website for veterans to gain access to their 

DD-214’s.  online: 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/ 

This may be particularly helpful when a veteran needs a copy 

of his DD-214 for employment purposes.  NPRC is working 

to make it easier for veterans with computers and Internet ac-

cess to obtain copies of documents from their military files. 

Military veterans and the next of kin of deceased former mil-

itary members may now use a new online military personnel 

records system to request documents. 

Other individuals with a need for documents must still com-

plete the Standard Form 180, which can be downloaded from 

the online web site. Because the requester will be asked to 

supply all information essential for NPRC to process the re-

quest, delays that normally occur when NPRC has to ask vet-

erans for additional information will be minimized.  The new 

web-based application was designed to provide better service 

on these requests by eliminating the records centers mailroom 

and processing time. 

New Book… 

Ever heard of the USS Dorado (SS 248)? She didn’t make it 

to the Canal on the way to Pearl.  What happened and the in-

vestigation is the latest work from Douglas E. Campbell 

Ph.D. who has written: 

USS DORADO (SS-248): On Eternal Patrol 

The author grew up around submarine bases in Groton, Holy 

Loch, Rota, and Charleston.  He has written 5 other books, 

many technical and historical publications.  The work is self 

published and available from the author at: 

dcamp@syneca.com and is not available at the major book 

houses at this time.  

The volume is 584 pages and in trade paper size. Many pho-

tographs from construction through drawings made by two 

artists done while riding the Dorado on shakedown.  

This is not a story but rather a detailed investigation into the 

disappearance of the boat and it’s crew including a strange 

story of it’s bell and the last member to leave the boat who 

claims to have jumped off during an aircraft bombing run and 

was picked up in the water. 

Chapters: 

1. Background 

2. Testing, shakedown and fitting out 

3. On the way to Pearl 

4. The Attacks 

5. Court of Inquiry 

6. The Search for the Dorado 

Appendices: 

A. The Mystery of the Sole Survivor 

B. The Mystery of the bell 

C. Sub Wrecks near Chinchorro Reef, Mexico 

D. Fate of German U-Boats 

(Continued on page 6) 

There is no problem that can not be solved with a 

liberal application of sex, tequila, money, duct 

tape, or high explosives, and a diesel boat....  

not necessarily in that order.  

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
mailto:dcamp@syneca.com?subject=USS%20Dorado
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And though it passed quickly and never was clear, I almost 

believe it was pulled by reindeer. 

We laughed and teased him and I got up to go, when our mo-

ment was broken by “Conn, Radio.” 

They told us a message was just coming in, we looked at the 

depth gauge and started to grin. 

“Radio, Conn, I feel safe to say, your attempt at a joke is too 

long delayed. 

If it had been sooner it might have been neat, but I doubt 

we’re receiving at four-hundred feet.” 

“Conn, Radio, you can come down and see, we’re not play-

ing games to any degree.” 

I headed aft with nothing better to do, surprised by the fact it 

was still coming through. 

It stopped and was sent to control to be read, the Nav read it 

slowly and scratched at his head. 

Then again he began but this time aloud, to those that now 

waited, a curious crowd. 

“To you Denizens of the Deep and men of the sea, who risk 

your life daily so others stay free. 

I rarely have seen you on this, my big night, for far too often 

you are hidden from sight. 

But purely by luck I saw you tonight, as your scope coaxed 

the plankton to glow in the night. 

And lucky for me I’ve finally won, the chance to say thanks 

for all you have done. 

I know that you miss your families at home, and sometimes 

you feel as if you’re alone. 

But trust what I say and I’ll do what’s right, I’ll take some-

thing special to your families tonight. 

Along with the gifts I’ll take to your kin, I’ll visit their 

dreams and leave word within. 

They’ll hear of your love, and how you miss them, I’ll tell 

them that soon you'll be home again. 

It might 

not be 

much I 

know that 

is true, to 

thank you 

for all the 

things that 

you do. 

But I’ll do 

what I can, 

while you 

do what’s 

right, Mer-

ry Christ-

mas to all, 

and to all a 

good-

night.” 

E. Data Sheet on the Dorado 

F. Translation of a German logbook of the U-214 

G. Information of the Crew of the Dorado 

H. Submarine Sanctuaries and bombing restrictions 

I. U-Boars in the Caribbean in 1943 

J. Artist depictions of life aboard the Dorado 

K. First Day Covers 

L. Petition for the Purple Heart for the crew 

What happened to the boat? 

1. Friendly Fire (highly possible) 

2. German U-Boat (bare possibility) 

3. Mine (no conclusions reached by Court of Inquiry) 

4. Accident (there was no transmissions from the Dora-

do after she left base.  Relatively slight chance of cause 

of loss) 

(Continued from page 5) 

The night before Christmas... 

T’was the Night Before Christmas—Submarine Style. 

By Sean Keck-Base Secretary of Lockwood Internet Base 

T’was the night before Christmas, and what no-one could 

see, the men with the dolphins were under the sea. 

Most of the crew was flat on their backs, snoring and dream-

ing all snug in their racks. 

Those men on watch were making their rounds, some man-

ning the planes or listening for sounds. 

Back in maneuvering or down in the room, they all hoped the 

oncoming watch would come soon. 

I’d finished some PM's whose time was now due, and hoped 

for some sleep, even an hour or two. 

Against better judgment I took a short stroll, and found my-

self wandering into control. 

The Nav had the Conn, the COW was in place, the COB had 

the Dive and a scowl on his face. 

The helm and the planes were relaxed but aware, the QM and 

ET were discussing a dare. 

To comply with the orders the Nav told the Dive, to bring the 

boat up with minimum rise. 

The orders were given and soon they were there, at periscope 

depth with a scope in the air. 

The QM confirmed our position with care, the broadcast was 

copied, we brought in some air. 

The Nav on the scope let out a small cry, he shook his head 

twice and rubbed at his eyes. 

He looked once again to find what it was, that interrupted his 

sweep and caused him to pause. 

Try as he might there was nothing to see, so down went the 

scope and us to the deep. 

I asked what it was that caused his dismay, he sheepishly 

said, “I’m embarrassed to say.” 

It could have been Northern Lights or a cloud, or a meteorite 

he wondered aloud. 

But to tell you the truth I guess I must say, whatever it was it 

looked like a sleigh. 
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Support our Troops Support our Troops Support our Troops ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home.   

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Christmas Party… 

The 2012 Base Christmas Party will be held at the Best 

Western Plus Rivershore Hotel in Oregon City on 8 December 

with a social hour beginning at 1800 and dinner at 1900. 

To get there take exit 9 from I-205 onto 99E (McLoughlin 

Blvd).  You can see the Hotel from the freeway.  The map 

with address and phone number is above.  Getting there is just 

about the same as getting to Clackamette Park where we have 

had our Base picnic the last few years. 

The cost is $15.00 per person (members as well as guests).  

The Base and Wives will pay the costs above this amount as a 

Christmas gift to you. 

The entre is your choice of beef, chicken or fish with sides 

and coffee, tea and water to drink.  Anything from bar will be 

at your own expense.. 

If you have not already paid Collie, please contact him and 

let him know you will be there. 

E-Mail:  collie@q.com 

Phone:  (503) 254-6750 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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The Lighter Side — 

Golf humor... 

The owner of a golf course was confused about paying an 

invoice, so he decided to ask his secretary for some mathe-

matical help. 

He called her into his office and said, “You graduated from  

the University of Oregon and I need some help.  If I were to 

give you $20,000, minus 14%, how much would you take 

off?” 

She replied: “Everything but my earrings!” 

 

Holiday Drinking and Driving... 

This is a word to the wise for all my email friends.  I would 

like to share an experience with you, it has to do with drink-

ing and driving. 

As you know some of us have had brushes with the authori-

ties over the years.  The other night I was out for dinner with 

a few friends.  After consuming too much wine, and knowing 

full well that I was wasted, I did something I’ve never done 

before.  Believe it or not, I took a bus home.  Yes, a bus. I 

arrived home safely and without incident.  This was really a 

surprise to me since I have never driven a bus before. 

 

The Essence of Chutzpah… 

Chutzpah is a Yiddish word meaning gall, brazen nerve, ef-

frontery, sheer guts plus arrogance; it’s Yiddish and, as Leo 

Rosten writes, “No other word and no other language can do 

it justice.”  This example is better than 1,000 words.  Read the 

story below and then you will understand The Essence of 

Chutzpah: 

A little old lady sold pretzels on a street corner for 25 cents 

each.  Every day a young man would leave his office building 

at lunch time and as he passed the pretzel stand, he would 

leave her a quarter, but never take a pretzel.  This went on for 

more than 3 years.  The two of them never spoke.  One day, 

as the young man passed the old lady’s stand and left his 

quarter as usual, the pretzel lady spoke to him.  Without 

blinking an eye she said: 

“They're 35 cents now!” 

The sub is the fifth Navy vessel to carry the name Mississip-

pi. 

Electric Boat and Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia 

take turns delivering the Virginia-class subs, which cost about 

$2.6 billion each.  They have capabilities that 

allow them to perform better in shallow water 

than other subs and were designed to help pro-

vide better support for special forces, an increas-

ingly important aspect of naval strategy. 

New Boat — 

Navy to christen submarine Mississippi... 

Groton, Conn. —  

The Navy is counting down to the christening of the subma-

rine Mississippi (SSN-782) at a shipyard in Groton. 

Officials including Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus are 

expected to attend the ceremony on 3 December at General 

Dynamics Electric Boat. 

Construction on the Virginia-class attack submarine began in 

February 2007. It’s expected to be commissioned at a cere-

mony next June in Gulfport, Mississippi. 

Shipmates… 

As part of the 50th Anniversary of USSVI initiative, the E-

BOD has voted to place a Memorial Plaque on the historic 

Commemorative Plaque Wall at the U.S. Navy Memorial and 

Navy Heritage Center on Pennsylvania Ave in Washington, 

DC.  Known as the Memorial “Quarterdeck of the Navy”, to 

date over 600 ships, squadrons, Navy veterans and Navy fam-

ily plaques have been installed on the Wall.  The plaque is a 

14 inch by 14 inch aluminum plaque with the graphics photo 

etched on to the plaque so it will last over 200 years.  The cost 

is $10,000.00 

We announced this at the convention and raised about 

$200.00.  We now have approved the final design and are 

kicking off our fund raising with this announcement.  You can 

see the plaque design on the website: 

https://www.ussvi.org 

Go to the website, click on documents, then Charitable Fund, 

CF Notices and the Navy memorial plaque Fund. 

All Submarine Veterans and their supporters are urged to 

donate to this tax deductible, Navy Memorial Plaque project.  

This is an outstanding way for us to remember our shipmates 

and be recognized for serving our great country in the Silent 

Service.  Please respond ASAP using the info below so that 

we might completely fund this project and hold a memorable 

Dedication Ceremony on the 50th Anniversary of USSVI at 

the US Navy Memorial in Washington, DC.   This ceremony 

will be open to all Submariners and their supporters. 

Send your tax deductible contribution made payable to 

USSVICF and marked for ‘Navy Plaque Fund’ to 

United States Submarine Veterans 

PO Box 3870 

Silverdale WA  98383 

USSVI will match up to $5000.00 in matching funds for this 

project.  Hopefully we the membership of USSVI can totally 

fund this great project. 

We are also making this a Base Challenge for the Base that 

raises the most Funds.  The winner gets $100.00 of USSVI 

Store items of their choice. 

Support the Navy Memorial 

Plaque Project as we will have 

the must unique plaque in the 

gallery! 
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Over the Horizon... 

Global Submarine Forces in Stable Asymmetry  

By Robert Farley, 2 November 2011 

The sinking of the South Korean corvette Cheonan in March 2010 

reignited global concerns over the proliferation of submarine tech-

nology.  Although the total number of submarines in service world-

wide has declined since the end of the Cold War, largely because of 

the disappearance of the Soviet navy and a reduction in U.S. forces, 

the number of countries operating relatively advanced submarines 

has increased. The People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) in par-

ticular has expanded the size and sophistication of its undersea ar-

mada.  At the same time, capabilities for fighting submarines have 

atrophied.  Altogether, these trends suggest an alarming degree of 

uncertainty in the relationships among major powers and between 

major powers and minor states.  However, a closer examination 

suggests that a roughly stable asymmetry has been achieved, both in 

quantitative and qualitative terms.  The balance of undersea capabil-

ities bears attention, but doesn’t yet indicate the threat of a 

“breakout” arms race. 

The biggest undersea stories of the past 20 years have been the 

collapse of the Soviet navy, the general reduction in U.S. forces and 

the rise of the PLAN.  The latter two trends have led to considerable 

consternation regarding the ability of the United States to retain 

dominance in the Western Pacific.  However, as David Axe has am-

ply documented, the Russian and Chinese submarine fleets currently 

face significant difficulties.  The Russian fleet continues to age and 

decline in size, while the PLAN submarine force has stabilized at 

between 50 and 70 boats.  Unsurprisingly, given U.S. budget con-

siderations, the U.S. Navy will likely not expand its fleet from its 

current total of 57 attack and cruise-missile submarines, although it 

continues to modernize and update.  

What of the art of anti-submarine warfare?  In the Cold War, anti-

submarine warfare (ASW) involved complex cooperation between a 

wide series of platforms designed specifically for combat in the 

North Sea and the Arctic.  In an important sense, anti-submarine 

warfare represented the first “network-centric” warfare, in that the 

sharing of information across platforms at high speed was under-

stood as the key to managing the conflict.  Developed out of the 

experience of World War II’s Battle of the Atlantic, Cold War-era 

ASW required the sharing of real-time evidence of a submarine’s 

location between a variety of “shooters” who could bring weapons 

to bear on the target.  This led to an elaborate and inherently “joint” 

battle plan, in which air forces and navies from several NATO part-

ners, operating with extremely detailed knowledge of local weather 

and oceanographic conditions, sought to locate Soviet submarines. 

As the threat of war with the Soviet Union faded and then van-

ished, many of the platforms necessary for ASW also disappeared, 

as did the tightly integrated systems of cooperation necessary for 

sharing information.  As the theater of operations became increas-

ingly undefined, the knowledge of local ocean and weather condi-

tions crucial to locating and attacking submarines became harder to 

access and catalogue. The relationships tying organizations and na-

tions together also weakened as hunting submarines became a less 

pressing priority.  As the “system of systems” on which ASW de-

pended disintegrated and uncertainty took its place, the balance of 

power shifted in favor of submarines and access denial.  In the ab-

sence of an effective ASW capability, preparing to control a battle 

space in the South China Sea, the Sea of Japan or the Arabian Sea 

became a daunting prospect.  

But the perceived effectiveness of submarines as an area-denial 

weapon in some ways led to their emergence as power-projection 

platforms.  The threat of enemy submarine attacks can make a navy 

wary of dispatching aircraft carriers or surface warfare vessels on 

strike missions.  In such an environment, however, submarines can 

still carry out strike missions at relatively little risk to themselves.  

The conversion of four Ohio-class ballistic-missile submarines into 

cruise-missile platforms represents one manifestation of such a shift 

to conventional offensive strike capabilities, whose effectiveness 

was demonstrated by the performance of USS Florida (SSGN-728) 

during the Libya operation.  This shift means that even as countries 

like Iran build their anti-access capabilities in part through expand-

ing their submarine forces, the United States and the United King-

dom retain difficult-to-counter strike assets.  While an Iranian Kilo-

class submarine -- or even a swarm of speedboats laden with explo-

sives -- might get lucky against a U.S. surface ship, no one believes 

that the Iranians have a chance of finding or stopping an American 

SSGN.  

Interestingly enough, there appears to have been no serious pro-

posals to put the three remaining Russian Typhoon-class ballistic-

missile submarines through a conversion similar to that of the four 

U.S. Ohio’s.  The technical difficulties of such a transformation 

would have been significant, but probably not insurmountable.  Sim-

ilarly, there is little indication that China has investigated the possi-

bility of using submarines as conventional strike platforms.  This 

suggests that the motivation for submarine construction remains 

asymmetrical in important ways; broadly speaking, Russia and Chi-

na think of submarines as access-denial weapons, while the United 

States and NATO -- primarily the United Kingdom -- think of sub-

marines as strike weapons. 

In the absence of an effective ASW capability, the submarine itself 

remains the most effective hunter of other submarines.  And so sub-

marines are being asked to take on an ever-wider variety of tasks, in 

addition to playing a larger role in the jobs they were already re-

sponsible for.  Perhaps the only form of submarine warfare that no 

one expects to see reappear in the future is the kind of raids against 

commercial vessels common during World War II. 

However, as Axe’s work suggests, China, Russia and the United 

States do not appear to be “racing” to out build each others’ subma-

rine fleets.  The armadas of the major subsurface naval powers ap-

pear to have reached a rough level of acceptable asymmetry.  Devel-

opments in American and British submarine doctrine and technology 

have also mitigated the sea-denial efforts of countries like North 

Korea and Iran.  However, any move toward breaking this accepta-

ble asymmetry could represent a “canary in the coal mine” with re-

spect to the existing global order.  A Chinese effort to increase its 

current construction capabilities or an indication of Russian or 

American inability to maintain their extant forces would serve as a 

good indicator of shifts not only in the balance of sea power, but in 

the balance of international power.  For small states seeking to deny 

access to the United States, however, submarines offer no panacea.  

Dr. Robert Farley is an assistant professor at the Patterson School 

of Diplomacy and International Commerce at the University of Ken-

tucky.  His interests include national security, military doctrine, and 

maritime affairs.  He blogs at Lawyers, Guns and Money and Infor-

mation Dissemination.  His weekly WPR column, Over the Horizon, 

appears every Wednesday. 

Can we all just agree to ignore whatever comes after Blue 

Ray? 

I don’t want to have to restart my collection...again!! 

 

I think the freezer deserves a light as well. 


