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Ray Lough   360-573-4274  rayjoanlo@q.com 

VICE COMMANDER— 
Gary Webb   503-632-6259 

SECRETARY— 
Larry Johnson   503-642-2033 

TREASURER— 
Tim Smart   503-491-1333 

CHAPLAIN— 
Scott Duncan   503-667-0728 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT— 
Stu Crosby   503-390-1451 

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMAN— 
Mike LaPan    503-655-7797 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN— 
Dave Vrooman   503-466-0379 

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMAN— 
Gary Schultz, Jr.   503-666-6125 

BYLAWS CHAIRMAN— 
Chris Stafford   503-632-4535 

SMALL STORES BOSS— 
Sandy Musa   503-387-5055 

TRUSTEE— 
Fred Carneau   503-654-0451 

SANITARY EDITOR— 
Dave Vrooman   503-466-0379 daveem1ss@frontier.com 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN— 
Scott Duncan   503-667-0728 

PAST BASE COMMANDER— 
Chuck Nelson   360-694-5069 

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND 
ALL AROUND GOOD GUY— 

Bob Walters   503-284-8693 

BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 12 January 2012 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

at 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 12 January 2012 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

at 1900 

NO Chow this Month! 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — January 2012 — # 214 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

Blueback Base 

Meeting Minutes 

8 December 2011 

About 1830—A short meeting was called to order by Base 

Commander, Ray Lough 

Invocation — Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Tolling of the lost boats for December was conducted 
Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Introductions of members and their guests. 

The new officers elected for 2012 were sworn in. 

 Larry Johnson — Secretary 

 Tim Smart — Treasurer 

 Fred Carneau — Trustee 

About 1845—Meeting adjourned. 

Let the party begin! 

Prior to eating Collie Collins conducted the 

Missing Man Ceremony. 

Sailing List — 73 hands, including guests were at the 

party:  Bryan (1); Carneau (1); Collins, Collie (1); 

Collins, Ron (1); Crosby; Darkes; Davis (5); Dennis 

(1); Dolan; Duncan (1) Gatchel (1); Hager (1); 

Hudson (1); Jackson (1); Johnson, Larry; LaPan 

(1); Lee (1); Lough (1); McComiskey; Moon; Mu-

sa, Bill; Musa, Sandy; Pense (1); Savage (1); 

Schauer (new member); Schultz (1); Smart (1); 

Stafford; Stevens (2); Stowe (1); Stubbs (2) Thrall 

(4); Vrooman (1); Waite (1); Walters (1); Webb; 

Whitmarsh (1) and guest Sue McLaughlin. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dave Vrooman, Blueback Base Secretary 

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ———   JanuaryJanuaryJanuary   

USS Scorpion (SS-278) — Lost on 5 January 1944 with the loss 

of 77 Officers and Men, in the East China Sea while on her 4th 
war patrol.  On the morning of 5 January, Scorpion reported 
that one of her crew had sustained a fracture of the upper arm 
and requested a rendezvous with USS Herring (SS-233) 
which was returning from patrol and was near her.  The rendez-
vous was accomplished on that afternoon but heavy seas pre-
vented the transfer.  Scorpion was never seen or heard from 
again after her departure from that rendezvous  Japanese rec-
ords discovered after the war reveled the presence of mine lines 
in the area of her patrol.  She was lost shortly after these mines 
were laid and it is assumed she was sunk by them.  Scorpion 
earned 3 battle stars for her WWII service. 

USS Argonaut (SS-166) — Lost on 10 January 1943 with the 

loss of 102 Officers and Men (the worst loss of life for a wartime 
submarine) off Rabaul (New Guinea), on her 3rd war patrol.  
While attacking a convoy, escorted by the Jap destroyers—
Maikaze, Isokaze and Hamakaze— she torpedoed one of them, 
but it along with the other 2 depth charged her.  By chance, an 
army (US) aircraft—which was out of bombs—was flying over-
head and witnessed Argonaut′s attack.  A crewman onboard 
the plane saw one destroyer hit by a torpedo, and the destroy-
ers promptly counterattacking.  Argonaut′s bow suddenly 
broke the water at an unusual angle.  It was apparent that a 
depth charge had severely damaged the submarine.  The de-
stroyers continued circling Argonaut, pumping shells into her; 
she slipped below the waves and was never heard from again.  
Argonaut earned 2 battle stars for her WWII service.  She was 
laid down as V-4, re-designated SM-1 (submarine, minelayer) 
and then changed to APS-1 (transport submarine).  She was 
never formally designated SS-166, but that hull number was 
reserved for her. 

USS Swordfish (SS-193) — Lost on 12 January 1945 with the 

loss of 89 Officers and Men somewhere near Okinawa, on her 
13th war patrol.  USS Kete (SS-369), which at the time was 
patrolling the vicinity of Okinawa, reported that on the morning 
of 12 January she contacted a submarine by radar.  It was be-
lieved that contact was with Swordfish.  Four hours later Kete 
heard heavy depth charging from that contact area.  After the 
war it was learned that there were many mines planted around 
Okinawa, since the Japanese were expecting an Allied invasion 
of that Island.  It is considered about equally likely that Sword-
fish was sunk by depth charge attack before she reached Oki-
nawa for her special mission (photographic reconnaissance of 
Okinawa, in preparation of the Okinawa Campaign) or that she 
was lost to a mine at that place.  Swordfish earned 8 battle 
stars for her WWII service. 

USS S-36 (SS-141) — Lost on 20 January 1942 with no loss of 

life, on her 2nd war patrol.  She ran hard aground on the Taka 
Bakang Reef.  For over 24 hours, the crew battled to save the 
submarine.  But, chlorine gas, generated by her flooded forward 
battery, and the hostile waves and currents of the sea combined 
against them.  A plain language request for aid was sent out 
and the entire crew was rescued by the Dutch launch, Attla, 
after they scuttled her.  SS-36 earned 1 battle star for her 
WWII service. 

USS S-26 (SS-131) — Lost on 24 January 1942 with the loss of 
46 Officers and Men.  Rammed by the submarine chaser, USS 
Sturdy (PC-460), at night in the Gulf of Panama she 
sank within seconds.  The CO, XO and one lookout on 
the bridge, were the only survivors.  Though divers 
were sent down to the wreck over the following days, 
her hull was not salvaged. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_destroyer_Maikaze
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

Support our Troops Support our Troops Support our Troops ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciat-

ed by those who receive “care packages” from home. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at: 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Thank you for all you donations in 2011!!! 

Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner ———   

January 

Another year has gone by and we are looking at changing the 

calendar year again.  Looking back I can honestly say that as a 

group Blueback Base has had a good year.  Our activities have 

had record attendance and we are getting younger members 

involved in base operations and recruitment and for that the 

membership deserves a Bravo Zulu! 

Lest we rest on our laurels however, we must be cognizant of 

the fact we have lost a number of members not renewing.  Re-

alizing that economics may be a part of the problem I would 

hope that someone having problems in maintaining member-

ship dues would let our membership chairman (Dave 

Vrooman) know and the E-Board may have a chance to assist 

with the dues.  That’s what shipmates do! 

As we make our resolutions for the New Year, do not forget 

those that have gone before us and the years that have gone by 

without them.  That’s what Submarine Vets do! 

I wish for all of you for the New Year good health, happiness, 

cold beer, love and happiness. 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

Cause of Submarine Commander's October Firing... 

Kitsap Sun, 14 December 

BANGOR — The commander of the USS Kentucky (SSBN-

737) was fired in October because the submarine got too close 

to a merchant ship, according to information the Kitsap Sun 

obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request. 

Cmdr. Joseph Nosse was relieved on 19 October.  A 15-page 

incident report from Nosse to Submarine Force U.S. Pacific 

Fleet, much of it redacted, provides a sketch of what hap-

pened. 

The date and location of the incident aren’t provided.  The 

report is dated 18 October, a day before the firing.  The sub-

ject is “CLOSE CPA WITH b(1)” with b(1) representing re-

dacted material.  CPA means closest point of approach. 

The Kentucky, a Trident ballistic missile submarine based at 

Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, came within a redacted number of 

yards of an inbound merchant ship.  The sub was preparing to 

surface to conduct what the Navy calls a brief stop for person-

nel (BSP) — letting people on or off the boat. 

“The root cause of the close CPA was inadequate command 

emphasis on and preparation for conducting the BSP safely”, 

the report’s summary states. 

It appears the Kentucky crew thought the merchant ship was 

going away from them, but it was moving toward them.  They 

stopped tracking it “which prevented other watchstanders 

from recognizing the ship was turning onto the track of a 

close aboard merchant”, the report states.  The merchant ship 

saw the sub’s periscope and snorkel mast and veered to the 

left. 

The report says Kentucky supervisors were too focused on 

the brief stop for personnel, distracting 

them from recognizing potential risks. 

Nosse was reassigned to Submarine 

Group 9 staff. 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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From The Crew From The Crew From The Crew ——— 
Dennis Solheim / past member Blueback Base sends— 

This guy was on the Sterlet just after I left. 

Subject:  Pearl Harbor Sub Base 

[I] wanted to send this to the “list” as you did when you sent the 

blurb with the Dolphin Club card, but my spam filter wouldn’t al-

low it.  So, if you think it has some merit, perhaps you could pass it 

along to the guys. 

All the Best, 

Kirsch 

Shipmates: 

FYI FYI FYI ———   

The best batteries for your buck... 

I am NOT endorsing any brand of batteries, but though that 

this was interesting and may help save you a few pennies. 

Whether you’re powering up your night-vision goggles 

downrange or a Wii remote back home, AA batteries are 

worth their weight in gold.  But which portable power provid-

ers offer the best bang for the buck? 

Just in time for all those batteries-not-included gifts, the 

charged-up lab rats at Consumer Reports have tested a dozen 

different offerings from Duracell, Energizer, Rayovac and 

Panasonic.  Testers loaded up energy-draining cameras to see 

which AA’s offered the most juice before running dry. 

Earning top honors:  the Energizer Advanced Lithium, which 

powered 809 camera clicks before dying. 

“Lithium batteries are by far the longest-lasting AA batteries 

available,” said Jim Langehennig, technical support manager 

at Consumer Reports. 

While the Energizers are priced on the high end at $5.40 per 

pair — one of the costliest tested — their endurance translates 

into savings in the long run at well under one cent per shot. 

Compare that to Walgreens’ Supercell alkalines, which fared 

the worst in the Consumer Reports ratings.  A pair of those 

cost $2.50 but were only able to squeeze out 133 shots — 

nearly 2 cents per picture. 

“Take manufacturer claims with a grain of salt,” the testers 

warn.  “Duracell Ultra PowerPix, for example, lasted for 174 

shots, which is indeed “up to 200 photos,” as claimed — but 

any number under 200 meets that boast.” 

In strictly cost-per-click terms, Costco’s Kirkland Signature 

brand batteries offered the best deal, but you have to buy 

them in bulk.  While rated third-worst in total shots per pair, 

their average cost per shot was just over half a penny.  You’ll 

have to swap out batteries four times more often than with the 

Energizers to enjoy that savings. 

While Consumer Reports didn’t rate rechargeable batteries, 

other reviews reveal that they can be the best deal by far. 

Sanyo’s Eneloop nickel-metal hydride AAs, for ex-

ample, cost $10 per pair, but they give you about 

350 shots per charge, and they’re good for 

about 1,500 recharges. That’s more than 500 

shots per penny. 

Seeing the Dolphin Card picture got me to thinking about my 

visit to Oahu and the Pearl Harbor Sub Base in February of 

this year.  I was fortunate enough to be allowed on the base 

(quite a feat these post 911 days) and in addition had the priv-

ilege to do a tour of the USS Hawaii, (SSN 776), the newest 

attack sub in the fleet.  I’ll make my comments brief, but I 

thought some of you guys might be interested to know--- 

 The Escape Training Tower is still there, but drained of 

water long ago.  The top floor where we used to pop out 

of the water after a one hundred foot ascent is now a 

“conference room”. 

 EM barracks still being used, as is the swimming pool.  I 

understand each sailor now has his own private room! 

 Remember Beeman’s Center?  Still going, although now 

houses a Burger King and I don’t know if one can still get 

a beer inside, but I suspect so. 

 The Chapel and Movie Theater still stand but hardly used. 

(The Chapel wasn’t used much in our day either). 

 They’ve changed the configuration of the piers quite a bit.  

Sail 7, 8, 9, 10 (I think those are the correct numbers) are 

gone, but the gedunk stand in front of sail 9 is still there.  

Boats still tie up alongside that long pier around the cor-

ner from sail 9/10, in fact that’s where the Hawaii was 

moored.  Standing on her topsides and looking over at the 

Training Tank gave me one hell of a feeling of deja’ vu.  I 

was ready to station the maneuvering watch and head out. 

Down below on board is a whole different matter.  Three 

deck levels and lots of “stuff” I didn’t know about (and they 

wouldn’t tell me about).  Went into Control and the duty of-

ficer who was taking me through asked if I wanted to look 

through the scope.  I said sure.  He touched a button and Vio-

la! the outside appeared on a 50 inch monitor. -- When I asked 

where the periscope ‘stick’ was he just laughed. 

As we walked by the crew’s mess, complete with two plasma 

TV’s, a crewman came up to us and asked if he could bring 

his wife on board for evening chow.  The DO said, “Sure”.  

Now there’s a change.  Could you imagine some young and 

tender female type wigwagging down the after battery hatch 

on the Sterlet and sitting down for chow with the rest of the 

guys???  It certainly is a different Navy. 

After the tour, I left the base and went to Hotel Street for 

some liberty.  I couldn’t find the Dolphin Club or the Rialto 

or much of anything.  But heck, it’s been a while hasn’t it. 

Green Board, 

Kirsch '62-'63 
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More From The Crew More From The Crew More From The Crew ——— 
Ron “SHOE” Schumacher sends — 

I recently renewed my Auto registration with a personalized 

number, of which I am very proud! 
[Ron lives in Spring Branch, Texas] 

 
  Ray Lough sends — 

Overheard at Starbucks... 

A group of retired submariners and their wives were sitting 

around talking about all their ailments during their latest cof-

fee klatch at the 122 Street Starbucks. 

“My arms have gotten so weak I can hardly lift this cup of 

coffee,” said one. 

“Yes, I know,” said another. “My cataracts are so bad; I can’t 

even see my coffee.” 

“I couldn’t even mark an “X” at election time, my hands are 

so crippled,” volunteered a third. 

“What?  Speak up!  What?  I can’t hear you!” 

“I can’t turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck,” 

said a fourth, to which several nodded weakly in agreement. 

“My blood pressure pills make me so dizzy!” exclaimed an-

other. 

“I forget where I am, and where I’m going,” said another. 

“I guess that’s the price we pay for getting old,” winced one 

of the old boat sailors, as he slowly shook his head. 

The others nodded in agreement. 

“Well, count your Blessings,” a grizzled old 

Chief cheerfully chimed in, “thank God we 

can all still drive.” 
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The Missing Man Table Ceremony is presented at the Annual Christmas Party.  Collie Collins conducts the 

ceremony as COB, Stu Crosby, stands by to toll the bell as needed during the reading.  See our website for 

other pictures taken at the party.  http://www.bluebackbase.org/DittyBag.htm  If you have pictures you took send them, or 

give them to me at the next meeting, and I will add them to this page.  Any other pictures you would like published, I can add them to the page as well. 

The Missing Man Table Ceremony is generally done at banquets, dinners, or any other occasions where setting up a dinner 

table would appear appropriate.  The reason for this ceremony is to acknowledge the inability of our missing to be with us in 

the celebrations we hold, because they have been left behind, and to honor their sacrifice for this country. 

 

Base Commander, Ray Lough swears in the newly elected officers for 2012 

during the Christmas Party. 

Fred Carneau — Trustee 

Larry Johnson — Secretary 

Tim Smart — Treasurer 

Canadian submarine visiting Bangor Base... 

BANGOR —A Canadian attack submarine is making a rare 

appearance at Bangor to become more stealthy. 

It's the first foreign sub to tie up at Naval Base Kitsap-

Bangor since the same boat, the Royal Canadian Navy’s 

HMCS Victoria, visited in 2004.  It arrived to use Bangor’s 

magnetic silencing facility to “deperm” its hull. 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Canadian submarine HMCS Victoria (SSK 876) arrives in Kitsap 
County in 2004  

http://www.bluebackbase.org/DittyBag.htm
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Deperming — also called degaussing — reduces a ship’s 

electromagnetic signature, said Naval Base Kitsap spokesman 

Chief Dale Davis.  The Royal Canadian Navy says that’s a 

standard practice for all of its vessels after refit. 

A magnetic field created by all the metal in a submarine can 

be detected by a cable placed on the ocean floor, so when the 

sub passes over it, its magnetic field causes a current in the 

cable to trigger an alarm. Deperming minimizes the mag-

netism. 

The Victoria, a long-range hunter-killer submarine, is stubbi-

er than American subs generally seen in local waters.  It’s 

only 230 feet long and carries a crew of 49.  Trident ballistic-

missile subs are 560 feet long with crews of 155, and Seawolf

-class attack subs are 353 feet long with 140 sailors. 

Canada only has four submarines, all in the Victoria class. 

They’re diesel-powered and can carry up to 18 torpedoes.  

They were bought second hand from Britain and delivered 

between 2000 and 2004.  None is operational, according to 

Defense Industry Daily, but the HMCS Victoria is getting 

close. 

The Bangor visit comes near the end of a refit period that 

began in 2005.  The sub, which returned to sea on 5 Decem-

ber, is undergoing trials of ship systems and the crew is being 

trained, according to the Canadian navy.  Eight sea trainers 

are on the trip.  It’ll only be at Bangor for a short port visit. 

The next phase will be dive trials in January, the command-

ing officer, Cmdr. Ellis, told his base paper, the Canadian 

Forces Base Esquimalt (British Columbia) Lookout. 

The subs operate out of Esquimalt and Halifax, Nova Scotia.  

Sister ship HMCS Windsor is undergoing a refit in Halifax 

until next year.  HMCS Corner Brook hit the seabed during a 

training exercise in June and probably won’t be ready until 

2016.  HMCS Chicoutimi has been laid up in Esquimalt since 

being disabled in a fire in October 2004 and will return to ser-

vice no earlier than 2013, according to Defense Industry Dai-

ly. 

(Continued from page 6) 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM... 

Hawaii—Crew of the Los Angeles-class submarine, USS 

Olympia (SSN 717) conduct final preparations for exiting as 

the submarine finishes undergoing deperming, being the first 

submarine to complete this treatment at the new drive-in sub-

marine magnetic silencing facility (MSF) on 15 December 

2011 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam’s Beckoning Point. 

Nuclear subs an option 

from:  The Australian — 29December 2011 

The off-the-shelf European submarine alternative is unlikely 

to work, except perhaps as a four-boat interim option.  They 

cannot really meet the long-term capability needed unless 

more than 12 are procured.  This would increase the $9bn-

12bn claimed for this option substantially, and it would be 

harder to crew and operate this larger but less suitable fleet. 

If no one is building the type of conventionally powered sub-

marines Australia needs, and the task might be too big for us 

to build them again, then the option of leasing Virginia-class 

nuclear-powered boats from the US needs to be examined. 

Fewer than 12 boats would be needed (because of greater 

range, endurance and speed) and the cost differential between 

nuclear and conventionally powered boats continues to drop. 

They would be the most modern submarines available, a test-

ed commodity, and fully compatible with our major ally oper-

ationally and logistically.  The Americans would look after 

the reactor, thus negating our limited nuclear engineering ca-

pacity (and paranoia about nuclear energy). 

No one credible seems to doubt that the class that replaces 

the Collins replacements in the 2040s will be nuclear powered 

(and probably leased from the US).  We should at least look at 

jumping a generation. 

Neil James, executive director, Australia Defence Associa-

tion, Canberra, ACT 

Synthetic cannabis... 

is a psychoactive herbal 

and chemical product 

which, when consumed, 

mimics the effects of 

cannabis. / marijuana 

It is usually smoked and 

does not produce positive 

results in drug tests for 

cannabis, although it is 

possible to detect its me-

tabolites in human urine. 

The Navy said last February that five to 10 people were 

caught using or possessing Spice in the past year at the Naval 

Submarine Base and submarine school in Groton.  All had to 

leave the service.  A spokesman said recently that the base has 

had no new cases since that time.  Information was unavaila-

ble on the submarine school. 

The military prohibits its personnel from using or possessing 

substances that produce psychoactive effects.  The U.S. Naval 

Academy and the Air Force Academy have expelled students 

for using Spice. 

Now the Coast Guard is investigating the alleged use of the 

synthetic marijuana known as Spice at the Coast Guard Acad-

emy, and the military’s leaders have expressed concern over 

the rising number of incidents of designer-drug usage by ser-

vice members. 
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From the GDU... 

The U.S. Navy has announced it will deploy the AeroViron-

ment Switchblade* drone from a submerged submarine during 

naval exercises next year. 

Graham Warwick at Aviation Week reports the contract to get 

the drone from the sub to the air went to Raytheon, which 

built the submerged launch vehicle (SLV) system that sends 

the drone through the garbage disposal unit on its way to the 

surface. 

Launched at peri-

scope depth, the 

drone is folded 

into a canister, 

shaped like a large 

projectile round, 

and once in the 

water it floats to 

the surface and 

parks at a 35 de-

gree angle.  Once 

it hits the waves, 

the canister opens, delivers a small charge to the electric 

drone, which launches itself from the canister. 

The move is part of a Submarine-Over-The-Horizon Organic 

Capability (SOTHOC) program that will allow submarine 

crews to deploy surveillance from their shallowly submerged 

vessels.  The launch is planned during the biennial RIMPAC, 

billed as “the world’s largest multi-national maritime exer-

cise,” next year in Hawaii. 

* The Switchblade is 

designed to provide the 

warfighter with a “magic 

bullet”.  It can rapidly provide a 

powerful, but expendable miniature 

flying Intelligence, Surveillance and Recon-

naissance (ISR) package on a Beyond Line-of-

Sight (BLOS) target within minutes.  This miniature, re-

motely-piloted or autonomous platform can either glide or propel 

itself via quiet electric propulsion, providing real-time GPS coordinates 

and video for information gathering, targeting, or feature/object recognition.  

The vehicle’s small size and quiet motor make it difficult to detect, recog-

nize, and track even at very close range.  The Switchblade is fully scalable 

and can be launched from a variety of air and ground platforms, and now 

submarines! 

History made in UK... 

LONDON — Women will be allowed to serve on subma-

rines for the first time in Britain’s history, the country’s de-

fense secretary announced after research showed there were 

no health reasons to support the ban. 

A small number of female officers who have volunteered 

will begin training next year and start serving on Royal Navy 

nuclear-powered submarines in late 2013, Philip Hammond 

said. 

The decision comes on the heels of an 18-month review con-

ducted by the Royal Navy looking at the health, social and 

technical issues of allowing women to serve on submarines. 

While women have been allowed on board Royal Navy ships 

since 1990, they weren’t eligible to be submariners because of 

concerns that higher levels of carbon dioxide in submarine 

atmosphere risked their health. 

But the Ministry of Defense said recent research showed 

those risks were unfounded and “that there were no medical 

reasons for excluding women.” 

The defense secretary stressed that the armed forces must 

adapt rather than clinging to the past. 

“We will value our history and tradition but we will not be 

slaves to them,” Hammond said in a keynote speech to the 

Royal United Services Institute in London. 

The change means the submarine service will be able to draw 

on the “the widest range of talent and skills” to recruit, Se-

cond Sea Lord, Vice Admiral Charles Montgomery said. 

“And it will give our women the same opportunities as men 

to enjoy a fulfilling and rewarding career in the Submarine 

Service,” he added in a statement. 

Outside of existing officers, the first new class of British fe-

male submariners will be recruited and trained from 2014 on. 

In addition to the Vanguard-class submarines, the Astute 

class will also take females on board starting in 2016 after 

necessary on-board accommodation modifications have been 

made, the defense ministry said. 

It said over nine percent of Royal Navy personnel are female 

and that women have been on board Navy ships since 1990. 

Finmeccanica won a new order for the U. S. Navy 

Finmeccanica, through its company DRS Technologies, Inc., 

received an award with a ceiling value of USD 691 million for 

a U.S. Navy Submarine Technology Insertion Hardware 

(TIH) contract. 

DRS has been awarded by Lockheed Martin a five year in-

definite delivery/indefinite quantity (IDIQ) contract to pro-

vide submarine combat and sonar systems designed around 

commercially available hardware and software. 

The Navy’s Technology Insertion Hardware program in-

cludes design, development and production of hardware for 

the next two submarine technology insertions planned for 

Seawolf, SSGN, 688/688i, Virginia Class, and future subma-

rine systems and platforms.  The U.S. Navy will provide the 

Royal Australian Navy with similar technology insertions for 

the Collins Class submarines through the Foreign Military 

Sales program. 

Finmeccanica North America is the US headquar-

ters for Finmeccanica SpA, a global aerospace, de-

fense, and transportation holding company head-

quartered in Italy that is comprised of many operat-

ing companies, each with its own specialization. 



VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — January 2012 — Page 9 

The Lighter Side — 

A man in upstate New York calls his son in Los Angeles the 

day before Christmas Eve and says, “I hate to ruin your day 

but I have to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; 

forty-five years of misery is enough”.  “Dad, what are you 

talking about?” the son screams. 

“We can’t stand the sight of each other any longer”, the fa-

USS Minnesota Logo… 

MINNEAPOLIS 

-- More than 100 

high school and 

college students 

submitted entries 

for the 2011 Pre-

Commissioning 

Unit Minnesota 

(SSN 783) logo 

contest, but one 

talented high 

school student’s 

rendering took top 

honors, during the 

official logo un-

veiling on 16 De-

cember. 

The official unveiling of the logo was held at the Minnesota 

Twins Target Field Champions Club.  Minnesota high school 

student Jakob Bartels’ rendering was displayed as the official 

logo for PCU Minnesota.  Cmdr. John Fancher, commanding 

officer, PCU Minnesota and three crew members attended the 

unveiling to congratulate Bartels in person. 

“We are so proud of Jakob and all of the other students who 

submitted their designs.  Their interest and connection with 

our submarine has created a bond between a world-class sub-

marine and the world-class state her name represents,” said 

Fancher. “The winning logo will shape the ship’s identity and 

be a part of Minnesota’s history during the submarine’s 

lifespan of more than 30 years.” 

The contest was launched on 8 August and sponsored by the 

Navy League’s USS Minnesota Commissioning Committee.  

The winning logo was selected by crew members of the sub-

marine.  Bartels will receive a $1,500 college scholarship 

from FedEx and an all-expense paid trip for the winner and a 

guest to the commissioning ceremony in Norfolk in late 2013 

paid for by Swagelok. 

Under construction and set for delivery in 2013, PCU Min-

nesota will be the 10th of a projected 30 Virginia-class sub-

marines.  This will be only the third ship to be named after 

Minnesota, with the last one being more than 

a century ago in 1905.  For Navy leaders, 

coming up with the right logo for this ship 

is a vital piece of building the identity 

and culture of the crew. 

ther says.  “We’re sick of each other and I’m sick of talking 

about this, so you call your sister in Seattle and tell her”. 

Frantically, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the 

phone, “Like hell they’re getting divorced”, she shouts, “I’ll 

take care of this”. 

She calls New York immediately and screams at her father, 

“You are NOT getting divorced.  Don’t do a single thing until 

I get there.  I’m calling my brother back and we’ll both be 

there tomorrow.  Until then, don’t do a thing, DO YOU 

HEAR ME?” and hangs up. 

The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife.  

“Done!  They’re coming for Christmas - and they’re paying 

their own way.” 

 

I pointed to two old drunks sitting across the bar from us and 

told my friend, “That’s us in 10 years”. 

He said “That’s a mirror!” 

 

Signs You've Had Too Much Holiday Cheer…  

1. You strike a match and light your nose. 

2. You take off your shoes and wade in the potato salad. 

3. You hear a duck quacking and it’s you. 

4. You tell your best joke to the rubber plant. 

5. You refill your glass from the fish bowl. 

6. You hear someone say, “Call a priest!” 

7. You start kissing the portraits on the wall. 

8. You complain about the small bathroom after emerging 

 from the closet. 

9. You ask for another ice cube and put it in your pocket. 

10. You tell everyone you have to go home... and the party’s 

 at your place. 

11.You have to hold on to the floor to keep from sliding off. 

12.You pick up a roll, and butter your watch. 

13.You yawn at the biggest bore in the room... and realize 

 you're in front of the hall mirror. 

14.You take out your handkerchief and blow your ear. 

15.You suggest everyone stand and sing the national budget. 

 

An Irish Wedding… 

At the wedding reception someone yelled...“Would all the 

married men, please stand next to the one person who has 

made your life worth living”. 

The bartender was almost crushed to death. 

 

Research has determined that the shelf life of fruitcake is 

longer than the shelf. 
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SSGN Deployed… 

29 December 2011 — Nuclear Sub Equipped with Cruise 

Missiles Bound for Iran. 

According to operational-level military sources, an Ohio-

class nuclear submarine is on its way to the Gulf of Hormuz.  

Rotation and leave were cancelled for the cruise-missile car-

rying sub, which is based at the US Navy base in Bremerton, 

Washington.  

Additionally, according to the source, on-shore resupply was 

cancelled and any necessary supplies will be delivered by hel-

icopter.  The crew was told to expect a deployment of at least 

six month’s time, with a possible intermediate stop at the US 

base at Diego Garcia – an archipelago in the Indian Ocean, 

which is a British possession.  A rendezvous with a SEAL 

team before reaching the vicinity of Iran was also expected. 

In a December 28 press conference, the US appeared to 

promise a significant response to Iranian threats to close the 

Straits of Hormuz, through which vital oil supplies emerge 

from the Arabian Peninsula to the world through a narrow sea 

passage.  “This is not just an important issue for security and 

stability in the region, but is an economic lifeline for countries 

in the Gulf, to include Iran,” Pentagon press secretary George 

Little said. “Interference with the transit or passage of vessels 

through the Strait of Hormuz will not be tolerated.”  A 

spokesperson for the US Navy 5th Fleet reportedly said that 

the United States is prepared to ensure freedom of navigation 

in the Persian Gulf and the Straits of Hormuz. 

Each Ohio-class submarine carries at least 154 cruise mis-

siles, which can carry conventional or nuclear war-

heads.  The subs can also fire Harpoon mis-

siles from their torpedo tubes.  The Toma-

hawk cruise missile, originally developed in 

the 1970s, has a range surpassing 1,500 miles. 

No radiation threat in fire on Russian nuclear sub 

MOSCOW -- A massive fire engulfed a Russian nuclear sub-

marine at an Arctic shipyard Thursday (29 December 2011), 

but there has been no radiation leak, or injuries, officials said.  

The fire at the Yekaterinburg nuclear submarine occurred 

while it was in dock for repairs at the Roslyakovo shipyard in 

the Murmansk region, said Irina Gretskaya, a spokeswoman 

for the Emergencies Ministry’s branch in the area. 

“No one has been hurt and there has been no radiation leak,” 

she said.  Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov 

told The Associated Press that all weapons had been unloaded 

from the sub and its reactor had been shut down before the 

repairs.  Konashenkov said the fire had started on the wooden 

scaffolding and then engulfed the submarine’s outer hull. 

Most modern submarines’ outer hulls are covered with rub-

ber to make them less noisy and more difficult for an enemy 

to detect.  He said the fire has now been contained, and there 

was no danger of it spreading inside.  The Yekaterinburg is a 

Delta-IV-class nuclear-powered submarine that normally car-

ries 16 nuclear-tipped intercontinental ballistic missiles.  It 

was built in 1984.  Russian television stations showed footage 

from the scene, with flames reaching far into the night skies 

over the massive dock.  Meanwhile, plumes of smoke en-

gulfed the area.  The fire sparked radiation fears and talk of 

the possible evacuation of local residents, but officials insist-

ed that it posed no danger.  A dozen firefighting crews and a 

fire boat were fighting the blaze.  Military prosecutors have 

launched a check into the causes of the fire.  

The most potent and deadly force any Navy has ever fielded, 

U S Submarines.  They can hunt surface ships, other subma-

rines, attack land targets, perform surveillance, insert and re-

trieve Special Forces, and devastate entire nations. 

And they do it all from underwater, undetected, where they 

can stay hidden nearly indefinitely. 

The most fearsome force in the world, more so due to the 

truth of their nickname...the “Silent Service”.. 

Exciting to Watch 

Breaking News — 


