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BASE COMMANDER— 
Ray Lough   360-573-4274  rayjoanlo@q.com 

VICE COMMANDER— 
Gary Webb   503-632-6259 

SECRETARY— 
Larry Johnson   503-642-2033 

TREASURER— 
Tim Smart   503-491-1333 

CHAPLAIN— 
Scott Duncan   503-667-0728 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT— 
Stu Crosby   503-390-1451 

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMAN— 
Mike LaPan    503-655-7797 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN— 
Dave Vrooman   503-466-0379 

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMAN— 
Gary Schultz, Jr.   503-666-6125 

BYLAWS CHAIRMAN— 
Chris Stafford   503-632-4535 

SMALL STORES BOSS— 
Sandy Musa   503-387-5055 

TRUSTEE— 
Fred Carneau   503-654-0451 

SANITARY EDITOR— 
Bob Sumner   360-606-1320  
rwsumner@pacifier.com 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN— 
Scott Duncan   503-667-0728 

PAST BASE COMMANDER— 
Chuck Nelson   360-694-5069 

HISTORIAN, POC, AND ALL AROUND GOOD 
GUY— 

Bob Walters   503-284-8693 

BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet: ** 

Thursday, 14 June 2012 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

at 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: ** 

Thursday, 14 June 2012 

VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern — Portland, OR 

at 1900 

NO Chow this Month! 

** See Commanders corner on page 3 reguarding 

Possible Lunch on Tender at Swan Is. 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — June 2012 — # 216 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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VFW bartender (Joyce) had a stroke and is in the hospital.  

The post is raffling off baskets to help defray her medical 

costs. Let’s try and help if possible. Tickets are same as ours--

$1 each or 6 for $5. Thanks.VFW Post is having a car show 

here in their parking lot on 27 May (Sunday), free. We are all 

invited.  

Gary Webb is still working on a tour of the USS Connecticut 

and will update as soon as he has more info. 

 Bill is still sending care packages to Afghanistan and says-

funds are running low. Help needed if possible. He is still try-

ing to setup a program to send single guys on patrol boats that 

don’t  have anyone sending things to them at the present. 

 Benediction:  Scott Duncan 

 

 2015—Meeting Adjourned 

 

Sailing List—Bryan, Carneau, Collins, Corbett, Crosby, 

Duncan, Jackson, Johnson, Lapan, Lee, Lough, Musa, Musa, 

Nowland, Schultz, Scott, Seel, Smart, Sumner, Stowe, Thrall, 

Tzevelekos, Vick, Vrooman, Webb. 25 hands aboard. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Larry Johnson, Blueback Base Secretary 

  

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

10 MAY 2012 

 

1900—Meeting was called to order by Base Commander, 

Ray Lough 

 Invocation—Chaplin 

 Pledge of Allegiance—Led by Ray Lough 

 Tolling of the Lost Boats for May 

 Moment of Silence for Danny Fong and other lost shipmates 

 Reading of the USSVI Purpose and Creed—Ray Lough 

 Introduction of Members and Guests 

 Secretary Report—E-Board Meeting, Larry Johnson 

 Treasurer Report—Tim Smart 

 Commander Report—Ray Lough 

 Old Business: 

 Discussed Danny Fong passing, and funeral for those that   

will be attending. (Follow-up): Danny’s funeral was well at-

tended by approximately 25 members at Willamette National. 

Family was very grateful for this turnout. Also, several mem-

bers attended gathering at “The Little Church”. Thanks for a 

great turnout guys.  

Discussed refund policy for people that pay for an event and 

do not attend. It was decided there would be no refund if we 

aren’t notified 3 days prior to the event because we have to 

commit to the establishment prior to the event taking place.  

Bravo Zulu to Bob Sumner for taking over the sanitary. 

You’re doing a fine job on short notice.  

We are going to Cathlamet, WA, Bald Eagle Parade on July 

21. More info to follow. Collie will pull the flatbed.  

Memorial Day celebration will be at Beaverton Memorial 

Park, May 28th. We will have Tolling of the Bell for Lost 

Boats. Ceremony will start at 10:30 AM.  

Clackamette  Park has been reserved August 11th for the pic-

nic. Les Savage will do the BBQ. More info to follow. 

A donation of $25 to Blueback Base in honor of Danny Fong 

was received from Doris and Linda Sun. Check was given to 

Tim Smart for deposit in our account.  

Gary Webb says we have sent a deposit for the Monarch Ho-

tel for the Christmas Party to be held December 13th at regular 

meeting time. We’re shooting for $15 per person. Confirma-

tion to be announced in the near future. We will sell meal 

tickets in September. It will be a sit-down dinner and your 

choice of chicken, beef or fish.  

Break for 50/50 Drawing. 

 New Business:  

The X.O. of the Frank Cable (AS-40) CDR. Tim Sparks has 

invited Blueback Base to have its June meeting aboard the 

Cable and attend a meal while aboard. This is for members 

and significant other. We will pass on more info as we have it.  

 

 

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ———   JuneJuneJune   

USS Herring (SSUSS Herring (SSUSS Herring (SS---233)233)233)   

Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 

men near Matsuwa Island. Herring was on men near Matsuwa Island. Herring was on men near Matsuwa Island. Herring was on 

her 8th war patrol and was conducting a her 8th war patrol and was conducting a her 8th war patrol and was conducting a 

surface attack when a shore battery surface attack when a shore battery surface attack when a shore battery 

spotted her and made 2 direct hits on her spotted her and made 2 direct hits on her spotted her and made 2 direct hits on her 

conning tower and causing her loss. Be-conning tower and causing her loss. Be-conning tower and causing her loss. Be-

fore being sunk, she had sank a freighterfore being sunk, she had sank a freighterfore being sunk, she had sank a freighter   

and a passengerand a passengerand a passenger---cargoman. Herring was cargoman. Herring was cargoman. Herring was 

the only US submarine sunk by a land bat-the only US submarine sunk by a land bat-the only US submarine sunk by a land bat-

tery.tery.tery.   

USS RUSS RUSS R---12 (SS12 (SS12 (SS---89)89)89)   

Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 

men near Key West, FL during a practice men near Key West, FL during a practice men near Key West, FL during a practice 

torpedo approach. The cause was proba-torpedo approach. The cause was proba-torpedo approach. The cause was proba-

bly due to flooding through a torpedo bly due to flooding through a torpedo bly due to flooding through a torpedo 

tube. The CO and 2 other men on the tube. The CO and 2 other men on the tube. The CO and 2 other men on the 

bridge survived, as did 18 crew members bridge survived, as did 18 crew members bridge survived, as did 18 crew members 

on liberty at the time of the accident.on liberty at the time of the accident.on liberty at the time of the accident.   

Continued Page 3Continued Page 3Continued Page 3   
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Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner Base Commander’s Corner    

June 2012 

First off, Bravo Zulu to you shipmates who showed up 

for Danny Fong’s services. His son, Sean was very appre-

ciative of the showing. He gave a real nice history of the 

Fong family that was funny and informative. 

The big talk around the National Board scene seems to 

be “ Are we doing enough to remember our shipmates on 

Eternal Patrol?” We have asked this question many times 

over the years. Let’s analyze what it is we do. Blueback 

Base is involved in helping to maintain 

the OMSI attraction on the USS Blueback; we are in-

volved in Memorial Day services each year at the Beaver-

ton Memorial Park; we also participate in the Veteran’s 

Day Parades around the area (this year in Vancouver); 

many of us participate in the monthly Honor Guard ser-

vices at Willamette National Cemetery. I guess you could 

say that we remember our shipmates monthly when we 

have our meetings and toll the Bell. But I ask you : Is that 

enough?” Sure, a lot of us are still working but there are a 

lot of us that don’t . Another simple gesture would be to 

offer rides for our shipmates that don’t drive or rather not 

drive at night. Also what are we saving our finances for? 

This is my lead in for the Kaps 4 Kids program. I haven’t 

had much success in getting into Portland’s hospitals----

maybe someone could come forward and try their hand at 

getting access to kids hospitalized. Do we need to find 

other means of fund-raising to support this type of pro-

gram? 

******* 

I am currently working with the X.O of the Frank 

Cable AS-40 about having Lunch on the Tender on 

Sunday June 24 at 11:00 AM. The Tender is at Swan 

Island so you will need to get there early. Wife's and 

family members are welcome.  This is a chance for us 

to show our colors so be there or ‘be square’! 

Greenboard 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

Lost Boats Lost Boats Lost Boats ———   June (Cont.)June (Cont.)June (Cont.) 

 

USS Golet (SS-361) 

Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 
82 men. On her 2nd war patrol, Golet 

was apparently lost in battle with anti-

submarine forces north of Honshu. 

 

USS Bonefish (SS-223) 

Lost on June 19, 1945 with the loss of 

85 men when sunk near Suzu Misaki. 
Winner of 3 Navy Unit Citations, Bone-

fish was on her 8th war patrol. After 
sinking a passenger-cargoman, Bonefish 

was subjected to a savage depth charge 
attack. 

USS S-27 (SS-132) 

Lost on June 19, 1942 when it 

grounded off Amchitka Island. She was 
on the surface in poor visibility, charg-

ing batteries and drifted into the shoals. 

When she could not be freed and started 
listing, the captain got the entire crew 

to shore (400 yards away) in relays us-
ing a 3-man rubber raft. The entire crew 

was subsequently rescued. 

USS O-9 (SS-70) 

Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss of 34 
men when it foundered off Isle of 

Shoals, 15 miles from Portsmouth, NH. 

USS Runner (SS-275) 

Lost between June 26 and July 4th with 
the loss of 78 men. Runner was on her 

3rd war patrol probably due to a mine. 
Prior to her loss, she reported sinking a 

freighter and a passenger-cargoman off 

the Kuriles. This boat's last known ship 
sunk happened on June 26th, so she 

probably hit that mine on or after that 
date but before July 4th, when she was 

scheduled back at Midway. 
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FYI FYI FYI ———   

Fire Strikes Sub At Portsmouth Naval Shipyard: 

 Several Firefighters Hurt Battling Blaze Aboard Nuclear 

Vessel 

Fosters.com, May 23, 2012 

KITTERY, Maine 

 

A fire that broke out aboard a nuclear-powered submarine 

at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Wednesday night injured 

six people. The fire was still burning as of 11:45 p.m., but 

the "situation" was "improving," Shipyard Commander Bry-

ant Fuller said in a brief statement before midnight. 

Numerous area fire crews responded to the blaze on the 

USS Miami SSN 755 at the shipyard, located on an island 

in the small town of Kittery. The fire was reported at ap-

proximately 5:41 p.m. Six people were injured during the 

incident, according to Fuller. Three were either treated at 

the scene or transported to a local medical facility for fur-

ther attention. Among them was a firefighter who suffered 

heat exhaustion. Shipyard officials stressed the ongoing 

emergency at the facility does not pose a public safety con-

cern. 

Shipyard public affairs specialist Gary Hildreth said the 

fire was located in the forward compartment of the sub. The 

shipyard says the sub's reactor wasn't operating at the time 

of Wednesday evening's fire and wasn't affected. 

Employees were scheduled to return to work at the ship-

yard on Thursday morning. Nonessential personnel were 

removed from the sub. For many hours black smoke was 

billowing overhead, visible from surrounding areas. 

The USS Miami has been at the shipyard for maintenance 

and upgrade work since its arrival in March. Its home sta-

tion is Groton, Conn., where the U.S. Navy has a submarine 

base. 

Fire apparatus from as far away as Logan International Air-

port in Boston was sent to the shipyard to help a battle the 

blaze. Activity at the front gate dropped to a lull for a brief 

period between 8-9 p.m. A half dozen fire engines then ar-

rived between 9:10-9:30 p.m., as a plume of smoke contin-

ued to rise above the scene. 

Responding were personnel from Kittery, York and Eliot, 

in Maine, and Portsmouth, Newcastle, Newington and Rye, 

N.H. 

Kittery resident Michelle Mullaney, who lives in a building 

on the perimeter of the shipyard, said thick, brown smoke 

was emanating from the scene when she noticed the fire 

sometime after 6 p.m. The acrid smell forced her to go in-

doors, she said. "It just continued getting worse and worse, 

billowing more brown smoke," she said, "and I came back 

out about 8 p.m., I think, and the Kittery police were out 

here taking a picture of it, and the smoke had turned white, 

so in my mind, I was thinking they were extinguishing it." 

A brief history of the USS Miami was provided by the New 

London (Conn.) Day newspaper Wednesday night: 

  Commissioned at the Submarine Base New London on June 

30, 1990, the USS Miami was launched at Electric Boat in 

Groton, Conn., in November 1988. About 1,200 people at-

tended, including guest speaker U.S. Rep. Ileana Ros-

Lehtinen, R-Fla.The USS Miami, SSN 755, was the 26th Los-

Angeles class submarine delivered by Electric Boat and the 

44th ship of that class to be commissioned. 

The 6,900-ton, 260-foot-long Miami carries an armament of 

Tomahawk cruise missiles and Harpoon anti-ship missiles. It 

was first commanded by Cmdr. Thomas W. Mader, of Gales 

Ferry, with a crew of 120and 13 officers. 

It is the first submarine and the third U.S. Navy ship to bear 

the name Miami. The first ship was a side-wheel, double-

ended wood gunboat launched at the Philadelphia Navy Yard 

in 1861. The second was a light cruiser launched in Philadel-

phia by Cramp Shipbuilding Co. in 1942. During World War 

II, the cruiser Miami served in the Pacific and helped support 

the Marianas campaign. Several members of the crew were in 

the audience June 30, 1990, for the submarine commissioning 

A crew member in September 1994 said the USS Miami was 

the first submarine to go through the Suez Canal.   

May 24, 2012 At least six people have been injured after a 

fire broke out on a US nuclear submarine at a dockyard in the 

state of Maine. Captain Bryant Fuller from the US Navy said 

that the nuclear reactor on the USS Miami had not been op-

erational at the time and was in a ''safe and stable condition''. 

The submarine was in the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for  

maintenance and upgrades. 

 

See  Additional Details on Page 6 

 

 

 

Humor 

 

New Secret Service Rules 

 

The Secret Service issued new rules of conduct for their 

agents on Friday.  They can no longer get drunk, procure 

hookers or go to strip bars. 

 

The rules say that from now on, if agents feel compelled to 

engage in such behavior, they can run for public office like 

everyone else. 
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 Support our Troops Support our Troops Support our Troops ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-

ated by those who receive “care packages” from home. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at: 

bill@hodgepodgeia.com 

Thank you for all you donations in 2011  &  2012 !!! 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

A more empathetic Army 

 

In an effort to help training instructors understand how 

pregnant soldiers cope with physical training, the Army is 

ordering some of its NCOs to wear "pregnancy simultors" 

to get a better sense of the limitations and specialexercise 

needs of pregnant troops and new mothers serving in the 

Army. The Pregnancy Postpartum Physical Training Ex-

ercise Leaders Course includes "aerobics  lasses, pool ses-

sions and classroom studies on the physiology of pregnat 

women:' according to Stars and Stripes.The course is part 

of a larger effort to ensure that pregnant soldiers get back 

to their units in shape soon after they give birth. They 

have six months to meet the height and weight standards 

and pass a physical-training test . 

Good thing this wasn't in effect during WWII or the 

cold war, we would never of had a ship or sub go to 

sea. 

Navy puts breathalyzers on ships, subs 

The Navy is installing breath-test machines on all ships and 

subs "to improve the physical and mental well-being of those 

having difficulty coping with the stresses of a decade of war:' 

The Washington Post reports. Breath-test machines will also 

be added to Marine Corps bases. 

"We are not telling you not to drink, if you are old enough:' 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus explained to a group of sailors 

and Marines. "We are telling you that it is important to keep 

legal, responsible use of alcohol from turning into a problem." 

The Navy hopes that early detection will enable it to offer 

counseling and other assistance to those in need. Mabus noted 

that 13 of  20 officers recently relieved of command admitted 

that drinking was a contributing factor. 

 

Humor 

 

Husband and wife are waiting at the bus stop with 

their nine children. A blind man joins them after a  

few minutes. When the bus arrives, they find it over-

loaded and only the wife and the nine kids are able to 

fit onto the bus. So the husband and the blind man 

decide to walk. After a while, the husband gets irri-

tated by the ticking of the stick of the blind man as he 

taps it on the sidewalk, and says to him, 'Why don't 

you put a piece of rubber at the end of your stick? 

That ticking sound is driving me crazy.' 

The blind man replies, 'If you had put a rubber at  

the end of YOUR stick, we'd be riding the bus, so 

shut the hell up.' 

 

———————————————————- 

 

A little boy asked his father, 

'Daddy, how much does it cost to get married?' 

Father replied, 

'I don't know son, I'm still paying.' 

 

——————————————————— 

 

At a cocktail party, one woman said to another, 

'Aren't you wearing your wedding ring on the wrong 

finger?' 

'Yes, I am. I married the wrong man.' 

 

mailto:bill@hodgepodgeia.com?subject=Support%20Our%20Troops
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 Workers had to let fire-damaged compartments cool 
enough for fresh air to be safely introduced without risk of 
another fire. 

There were no details on the cause of the fire, but 

Breckenridge promised that there will be a thorough investi-
gation. 

Firefighters isolated the flames so they would not spread to 
nuclear propulsion spaces at the rear of the submarine. 
There was nuclear fuel on board the sub, but the reactor 
has been shut down for two months and was unaffected. 

The rear compartments including the nuclear propulsion 

unit remained habitable, and crew members never left that 
part of the sub during the fire, Breckenridge said. 

Nonetheless, the blaze was stubborn. 

"The fire spread to spaces within the submarine that were 
difficult to access, presenting a challenging situation for ini-
tial responders. But they persevered in incredible heat and 

smoke conditions, demonstrating exceptional courage," the 

admiral said. 

Residents reported hearing sirens from fire trucks and am-
bulances throughout the night, and the smoke spread over 
the area. 

"It smelled like plastic burning," said Janet Howe of Kittery, 
who lives three-quarters-of-a-mile from the shipyard. 

Reporters were not allowed onto the base to see the sub-
marine Thursday. But Pingree and others who viewed the 
vessel said there were no outward signs of damage, be-
cause the fire was contained inside the 360-foot-long hull. 

It was unclear how many people were aboard the vessel or 
what type of work was being done when the fire started. 
The submarine, commissioned in 1990, has a crew of 13 

and 120 enlisted personnel. It arrived at the shipyard March  
1. 

Nuclear Sub May Have to Be Scrapped After Fire 
 

May 25, 2012 

Associated Press| by David Sharp 

 
KITTERY, Maine -- Even before the Navy completed its first 

damage assessment, the severity of a fire that swept 
through a nuclear-powered submarine in dry dock at Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard triggered questions about whether 

the USS Miami can be salvaged. 

The USS Miami's nuclear propulsion was spared from the 
intense blaze but some forward compartments including 
living quarters, command and control, and torpedo room 
suffered extensive damage, officials said Thursday. 

The Navy was unable to complete a formal assessment 

Thursday but the damage was severe enough to raise ques-
tions about whether costly repairs would make sense for 
the 22-year-old Los Angeles-class attack submarine. 

"The duration of the fire suggests extensive damage that 
could render the vessel useless. These submarines were 
designed decades ago. So they're no longer state of the 
art," said Loren Thompson, defense analyst at the Arling-

ton, Va.-based Lexington Institute. "If this vessel returns to 
service, I will be amazed." 

Working in the submarine's favor is the fact that workers 

had removed some equipment and gutted part of the vessel 
during the retrofit, said U.S. Rep. Chellie Pingree of Maine 
after meeting with the shipyard commander. 

Rear Adm. Richard Breckenridge, commander of Subma-

rine Group Two in Groton, Conn., where the USS Miami is 
based, told reporters on Thursday that it was premature to 
say whether the submarine could be salvaged. 

If it's scrapped, it would mean the loss of a ship that cost 
about $900 million at the time to build. The U.S. Navy's 
newest attack submarines, the Virginia-class, are even 

more expensive at about $2.6 billion apiece. 

The fire broke out Wednesday evening while the Miami was 
on a 20-month stay at the shipyard for an overhaul, and it 
took firefighters from more than a dozen departments until 
Thursday morning to douse the fire, described as intense 

and smoky. 

Pingree described it as a "hot scary mess." 

"It takes a lot of guts to into a burning building. But the 
idea of going into a submarine full of hot toxic smoke -- 
that's real courage," she said. 

Two crew members, three shipyard firefighters and two 
civilian firefighters were hurt, but their injuries were minor, 
officials said. 

Officials were waiting Thursday to begin venting smoke 

and noxious fumes so workers go inside the submarine to 
assess damage. 

 

Memorial  Day 

Submitted by: T Michael Bircumshaw, NC on 5/28/2012 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Greetings Shipmates. On this somber day we remember and 

recognize the sacrifices so many of our Brothers in Arms have 

made over the centuries to insure that we can live "in the land 

of the free and the home of the brave."  

As you pause to reflect and give thanks on our comrades now 

gone to their final reward, also remember all the brave men 

and women who have returned to us, many shattered in mind 

or body, and dedicate yourselves to helping them to live as  

full and productive lives as their wounds will allow. U.S. Vet-

erans are a small and exclusive group within our body politic, 

and submariners a very tiny slice of the total veteran popula 

tion. When you see a veteran today and everyday, thank them 

for their service. They will appreciate it and you will feel 

good for having done so.  

Thank you all, from the bottom of my heart, for your service 

and dedication to our Nation and the ideals of our founders. 
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USS Grenadier SS525 

 

NORFOLK, Va. – For Sailors onboard the Tench-class diesel 

submarine USS Grenadier (SS 525), May 28, 1959, started 

out just like the previous days on their patrol. But after 18 

hours of tracking a contact through the icy waters of the 

Northern Atlantic Ocean, the captain and crew of the Grena-

dier would force the surfacing of a Russian Zulu-class missile

-firing submarine, for the first time providing visual and pho-

tographic proof of the presence of Soviet submarines in the 

Atlantic.  

The historic event occurred just after midnight on May 29, 

1959, 50 years ago today. Capt. Ted Davis, a native of 

Gloversville, N.Y., who now makes his home in Virginia 

Beach, Va., was commanding officer of Grenadier that day, 

and can still recall the events as if they happened only five 

years ago. Grenadier left it’s homeport of Key West, Fla., in 

April 1959, along with USS Amberjack (SS 522), USS Atule 

(SS 403) and USS Grampus (SS 523), to conduct special anti-

submarine exercises in the Northern Atlantic Ocean, said 

Davis. Their mission was to patrol the “GIUK gap,” a choke-

point from Greenland to Iceland to the United Kingdom. 

However, their unofficial goal was much different.During 

Grenadier’s overhaul in the Philadelphia Navy Yard, Davis 

learned of a proclamation from Adm. Jerauld Wright, Com-

mander-in-Chief Atlantic Fleet. 

The proclamation was more of a challenge in the form of an 

award to the first naval unit in the fleet that could prove the 

presence of a “non U.S. or known friendly” submarine. The 

first to do so would be presented an award that was certainly a 

sign of the times – “one case of Jack Daniels Old No. 7 black 

label Tennessee sour mash whiskey.” When word came down 

that Grenadier and three other submarines would conduct op-

erations in the Northern Atlantic after her homeport shift from 

New London, Conn., to Key West, Davis informed his crew 

of the added incentive for the deployment. “I put out at quar-

ters, ‘Hey guys, there’s a case of Jack Daniels involved,’” 

said Davis, who was 36-years old at the time. “It was a chal-

lenge, but I knew the odds of us running into a Russian sub-

marine were about one in a million.” Grenadier was on station 

for several days, when Davis received word from his messen-

ger that a contact was nearby. “The messenger came in and 

told me that sonar had a Soviet submarine,” said Davis. “The 

first thought that came to my mind was that the crew was so 

good that if they said it was a Soviet submarine, it was a So-

viet submarine.” Davis, however, wasn’t about to take it for 

granted – he asked his crew how they were so sure the contact 

was Russian.  “They said they’d been listening to submarines 

for a long time and they knew this guy didn’t fit any other 

pattern we had,” said Davis. “No American submarines, no 

British submarines – this was it.” Then the contact disap-

peared only moments after Davis had been convinced by his 

sonar operators the contact was Soviet. The sonar crew esti-

mated the course of the contact, believing the submarine was 

heading home to a port in the Soviet Union. Its range was 

about 20,000 yards and speed about five knots. 

 

“A strong battery was more important than anything else,” 

said Davis, allowing his crew to plot a course to intercept the 

Soviet sub at a speed of approximately eight knots. “The wait-

ing went on into the early afternoon, when all of a sudden, 

sonar hollers, ‘Contact! Close aboard! Port bow!’” said Davis. 

“To this day, I couldn’t tell you if that guy knew where we 

were, but we could hear him.” The Soviet sub immediately 

“came roaring down at us,” said Davis. It reminded him of a 

recent incident in which a Soviet submarine fired a torpedo 

deep under a U.S. submarine. The torpedo was intentionally 

fired deep, but the action achieved the intended effect – the 

U.S. boat was forced to take evasive action, while the Soviet 

sub was able to sneak off in the confusion and noise from the 

torpedo, effectively breaking the contact. Davis believed the 

actions by the Soviet sub commander this day might have the 

same intentions, including forcing the Grenadier to identify 

it’s presence by going to full speed to evade the oncoming 

Russian sub. He also felt the Soviet commander might try to 

clip Grenadier’s screws, stern planes or rudder, leaving the 

boat helpless to continue the pursuit but not in a life-or-death 

situation. Grenadier didn’t back down, however, maintaining 

position and most importantly stealth. Davis instructed two of 

his officers who were manning passive and active sonars to 

basically maneuver the ship using the sonars’ info. But there 

was one specific instruction – always turn into the contact to 

avoid presenting the stern to the other submarine. Davis didn’t 

want to present his rudder or screw to the other ship because 

doing so would leave him vulnerable to a “bump” from the 

Soviet sub that could damage Grenadier’s screw or rudder. 

Damage to either would force Grenadier to abandon the pur-

suit, letting the Soviet sub slip away. “He came within 400 

and 800 yards of us, which is awfully close” said Davis. 

“When I thought that it was about time to turn, I heard, ‘Left 

full rudder! All ahead flank!’ The officers in conn were on top 

of the problem. As he went down our port side, we just curved 

right in behind him. “He thought he heard something behind 

him, but he wasn’t sure, so he turned around and did it again,” 

said Davis. “Then we did the same thing and fell right in be-

hind him again. Then he took a course for home.”The Soviet 

sub was deep at a speed of five knots. Grenadier trailed 2,000 

yards astern. Davis decided to surface. Not only was the air 

fouled, but it was getting hard to light a cigarette, demonstrat-

ing the increasing amount of carbon dioxide in the boat. 

While surfaced, he sent a message to Commander Submarine 

Force Atlantic Fleet: “Have contact on Soviet submarine, can 

track indefinitely.” Davis also requested support from a P-2V 

anti-submarine patrol aircraft from Patrol Squadron 5 (VP-5) 

at Naval Air Station Keflavik, Iceland. 

According to a report Davis wrote later, he decided to then 

remain surfaced as long as possible, creating a greater advan-

tage for himself over the Soviet submarine. Topside watches 

were organized, and Executive Officer Lt. Cmdr. Ed Welsh 

took over as plot coordinator. “We were ready to hold contact 

for as long as it took to exhaust the adversary,” wrote Davis in 

his report. 

Continued Page 8 
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Shortly after the P-2V was vectored in, sonar reported the So-

viet sub coming up, probably to take a look. One of Davis’ jun-

ior officers, Lt. Dave McClary, wanted to be a pilot when he 

first entered the Navy, but poor eyesight prevented further pilot 

training. He took this opportunity to vector the P-2V over the 

Soviet sub, and was manning the con when the sub’s periscope 

broke the surface. He then expertly directed the P-2V right over 

the Russian, performing the task to perfection. During this time, 

many questions ran through Davis’ mind: What was the other 

skipper like? Was he well trained and experienced? Might he do 

something foolish or would he act like the average commanding 

officer? Was he free to run his ship in a normal mode or was he 

under the thumb of a “party czar?” Could they keep this inci-

dent on a competitive basis or would things turn nasty? What-

ever the answers, Davis had to be prepared. The safety of his 

ship and crew was paramount. After several hours of tracking 

the Soviet sub from the surface, sonar lost contact. Davis imme-

diately brought Grenadier to all stop. “I passed the word that if 

you’re smoking, dump your ashes in your hand…don’t let your 

ashes hit the deck,” said Davis. “That’s how quiet I wanted the 

boat to be.” Davis’ sonar officer suggested they go active on 

sonar, but Davis felt the other sub was deep and hovering, and 

going active would only help him verify Grenadier’s position in 

one last attempt to escape. “We were both dead in the water, so 

we were just going to let him sit,” said Davis. At the same time, 

the P-2V was running out of fuel, and was replaced by another 

P-2V out of Keflavik. “The second guy was dropping sonar 

buoys all over the place,” said Davis. “I needed that like a hole 

in the head.” By this time, it was almost midnight on May 28th. 

And Davis knew the time was near. “I thought, this guy was out 

of air, he’s out of battery, he’s running out of everything, and 

he’s going to surface at the darkest part of night,” said Davis. 

Davis had his sound-powered phone talker pass the word 

through the ship that the CO expected the submarine to surface 

a little after midnight. The XO laughed, saying, “There you go 

again!” “I thought, what the hell, we have to do something to 

keep (the crew) laughing,” said Davis. “But sure enough, at 15 

minutes past the hour, sonar hollers, ‘He’s surfacing! He’s sur-

facing!’ So we vectored the airplane over the top of their deck.” 

The P-2V shined a light on the Soviet submarine and took doz-

ens of photographs. Some of the photos showed Russian crew-

members trying to cover the sail area with canvas to hide two 

missile tubes. “It turned out that we found the first real evidence 

of a missile-firing Soviet submarine, something our intelligence 

community was trying hard to get the dope on,” said Davis.  

Here we had all the information they needed. We not only satis-

fied Jerauld Wright … but this was a real break for the intelli-

gence community as well.”The Russian sub stayed on the sur-

face for more than 24 hours, and Grenadier’s crew recorded as 

much information as possible. Once Grenadier had gathered 

enough information, they were ordered back to their station to 

continue their participation in the exercise. 

Once the exercise was over and Grenadier returned to Key 

West, an awards ceremony was held, at which Wright pre-

sented a case of Jack Daniels Old No. 7 black label Tennes-

see sour mash whiskey to the crew. The crew of Grenadier 

would have to accept that as their reward for a job well 

done, because no unit award was presented to the boat for 

surfacing the Soviet Zulu, but Davis believes the crew was 

just as happy with the success and the Jack Daniels. 

“That whiskey was gone at the next crew party,” said 

Davis, who still has a Jack Daniels bottle from the original 

case. Empty, of course. Along with the case of whiskey, 

Wright presented a proclamation to Davis and the crew. The 

proclamation stated that the presence of unidentified sub-

marines had been reported in the sea lanes off the coast of 

the U.S., and those submarines were uncooperative in de-

claring their identity and intent. But “…through actions of 

USS GRENADIER (SS-525) tangible evidence these sur-

reptitious operations are being conducted has been pro-

duced.” And therefore, Grenadier was presented with the 

case of whiskey in recognition of their fulfilling all the re-

quirements of the challenge originally set by Wright. Davis 

gives credit for the success of this mission to his crew, 

many of whom were extremely well qualified, 
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Memorial Day 

At Beaverton Memorial Park 

The Blueback Base had a good showing of about 18 to 20  

base members at the memorial service.  There were ap-

proximately 300 to 400 people in attendance for the service 

and all enjoyed a somber program with guest speaker 

LCDR Tim Sparks from the Frank Cables AS-40 and Cap-

tain Hildreth USN Retired. The American Legion Band 

played the National Anthem and a salute to all the service 

branches. A fly over by two F15s at 11:00 AM started the 

program and was well received. Lets all Remember those 

that have gone before us every day not just on Memorial 

Day.  

More next Month 



 

 

 

You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

Bricks for the Albacore  Memorial 

Currently there have been 13 individual (bricks) purchased to date.  Come on Guys, there are over 140 Blue-

back members and we can only come up with 13 people willing to support the memorial by buying a brick! Lets 

see if we can increase that to at least 100. Just fill out the form and enclose your check ($75.00) and send it to Bob 

Lee at the Address below.             By; Bob Sumner 
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 The Pacific Tour 

A newly married sailor was informed by the navy that he was 

going to be stationed a long way from home on a remote island 

in the Pacific for a year. A few weeks after he got there he be-

gan to miss his new wife, so he wrote her a letter. 

"My love," he wrote "we are going to be apart for a very long 

time. Already I'm starting to miss you and there's really not 

much to do here in the evenings. Besides that we're constantly 

surrounded by young attractive native girls. Do you think if I 

had a hobby of some kind I would not tempted? " 

So his wife sent him back a harmonica saying, "why don't you 

learn to play this?" Eventually his tour of duty came to an end 

and he rushed back to his wife. "Darling" he said, "I can't wait 

to get you into bed so that we make passionate love!" She 

kissed him and said, "First let's see you play that harmonica." 

Nude Pinup 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Humor 

 

Depressed? Over five thousand years ago, Moses said to the 

children of Israel: "Pick up your shovels, mount your asses and 

camels, and I will lead you to the Promised  Land." 

Nearly 75 years ago, (when Welfare was introduced) Roosevelt 

said: "Lay down your shovels, sit on your asses, and light up a 

Camel, this is the Promised Land." 

Today, Congress has stolen your shovel, taxed your asses, 

raised the price of Camels and  mortgaged the Promised Land! 

I was so depressed last night thinking about health care plans, 

the economy, the wars, lost jobs, savings, Social Security, re-

tirement funds, etc. ... I called a Suicide Hotline. 

I had to press 1 for English. I was connected to a call center in 

Pakistan. I told them I was suicidal. 

They got excited and asked if I could drive a truck! 

Folks, we're screwed! 

The Genie" 

A Petty Officer Second Class, First Class and a Chief are 

off he ship together for lunch. While crossing a park they 

come upon an antique oil lamp. They rub it and a Genie 

comes out in a puff of smoke. The Genie says, "I usually 

only grant three wishes, so I'll give each of you just one." 

"Me first!" says the Petty Officer Second Class. "I want to 

be in the Bahamas, driving a speedboat, a beautiful woman 

at my side and not a care in the world." Poof! He's gone. 

"Me next!" says the First Class. "I want to be in Hawaii, 

relaxing on the beach with my personal masseuse, an end-

less supply of pina coladas and a beautiful woman." Poof! 

He's gone. "You're next," the Genie says to the Chief. The 

Chief says, "I want those two back on the ship right after 

lunch." 

———————————————————— 

 


