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Tim Smart   503-491-1333 

CHAPLAIN— 
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HISTORIAN, POC, AND ALL AROUND GOOD 

GUY— 
     BOB WALTERS    503-284-8693 

BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

No Regular Meeting this Month  

Will Have a Brief Meeting at   

Spaghetti Factory at Start of  

Submarine Birthday Brunch 

 

Date:  April 14th 

Time:  1200 to 1500 

Location: Clackamas Spaghetti Factory 

Address: 12725 SE 93rd, Ave. 

Clackamas, OR. 97015     (Map on Page 6) 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — April  2013 — # 226 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Commander’s Corner 

 

Have you marveled and been amazed at what our current 

young people do or think up? I am always surprised when I 

talk with a youngster these days about what they plan for 

their lives. Many plan and do become what they are striving 

for---Doctors, Policeman, Mechanics and so on. Now just 

think what we would have today if a lot of our Shipmates on 

Eternal Patrol had come back and lived a full life. We joke 

and tell sea stories about where we’ve been and what we’ve 

accomplished with our own lives but what if… 

We are about to celebrate the 113th year of the United States 

Submarine Service. How many men have served and how 

many are on Eternal Patrol? The numbers should be stagger-

ing! Just think of the collective intelligence that could have 

been. We laugh and cry when we read stories written by 

some of our brethren but remember, there was someone there 

before us and we should raise a glass to them…. So I say to 

you, one and all---Raise your glass and remember those that 

have gone before. God Bless America and watch over those 

that still serve! 

 

Greenboard 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

(Base Meeting Minutes Continued) 

 The Submarine birthday brunch is coming up on April 14th 

from 1200 to 1500 at The Old Spaghetti Factory same as last 

year. Tickets are $10.00 per person. Get your money to Ray 

Lough A.S.A.P.. we need to give the Spaghetti Factory a 

head count. 

Old Business: 

Ray Lough auctioned of the following items: 

1 old navy hammock from Stu Crosby, SOLD FOR: $45 

BY: Leonard O’Dell 

1 large boat fender from Bill Bryan (very nice a lot of work) 

SOLD FOR:$10 

BY: Bob Jackson 

1 Manitowoc Commemorative booze bottle (empty) Subma-

rine Commemorative 

SOLD FOR: $15 

BY:ARLO 

50/50 BREAK 
New Business: 

At the May meeting we will have speakers telling us about 

our VA Death Benefits for vets and survivors. They are from 

Lincoln Memorial, just across the street from Willamette Na-

tional Cemetery. They will have 30 minutes and promised me 

no sales pitches. 

August 10th 1200-1600 Annual Blueback Base Picnic at 

Clackmette park in Oregon City. Larry Johnson will follow 

up on plans to attend the Hillsboro 4th of July Parade. We 

would like to have at least 15 to 20 guys show up or we kind 

look like smucks and will probably do us more harm than 

good to have a poor showing. 

Bob Walters is checking on the Hollywood Veterans day 

Parade in November and will keep us informed. 

We are looking for more members to help in attending fu-

neral services of Subvet's. It would be nice to have at least 

1/2 dozens guys show up for these. The family's are very glad 

to see us there in our vests to show respect to the deceased 

family member. If your interested get hold of Ray or Larry. 

We don't expect you to go to every funeral but it would be 

nice have a good turn out.  

We are still working on ways to get the word out about 

USSVI. 

Ray will try and get hold of someone at OMSI to try and set 

up a table in the lobby to promote subvets and remembering 

those that have gone on eternal patrol. 

50/50 Drawing Winner: Lance Nowland 

Benediction: Chaplin 

Meeting Adjourned!!! 

Sailing list: Bell, Bryan, Carneau, Collins, Crosby, Darkes, 

Duncan, Hager, Jackson, Johnson, LaPan, Musa S., Musa W., 

Nowland, Savage, Schultz, Smart, Smith, Solheim, Stafford, 

Sumner, Vrooman, Walters, Webb.  

24 HANDS ABOARD 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Larry l. Johnson, Blueback Base Secretary 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

04/14/2013 

1900--Meeting called to order by commander--Ray Lough 

Invocation--Chaplin 

Pledge of allegiance led by-- Ray Lough 

Tolling of the bells for March lost boats 

Moment of silence for our lost shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed--Ray Lough 

Introductions by all 

Secretary report--Larry Johnson 

Treasures report--Tim Smart 

Commanders report-- Ray Lough 

Chris Stafford was called to the front to receive some awards 

and memento's due the fact his is leaving Blueback Base and 

Portland area. He is retiring and moving to San Diego, Ca.. 

He was presented with a Subservice flag signed by all hand 

present and a large sent of dolphins (14"-16") to hand over  

the crapper door better known as the Head. in his new digs.  

 Also presented with a cake which was quickly devoured by 

all hands. We are still looking for more members to show up 

at the Willamette Honor Services on the 4th Thursday of 

every month to honor all veterans that have been buried there 

in the last month that have to family to attend their services. 

It starts at 1400 and last about 1/2 to 3/4 of an hour. 
(Continued Next Column) 
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April Lost Boats 

USS Pickerel (SS-177) 

Lost on April 3,1943 with the loss of 74 officers and men, while on her 7th war patrol. She was lost off Honshu. The exact cause 

of her loss has never been determined, but her OP area contained numerous minefields. 

Class: SS 172  

Commissioned: 1/26/1937  

Launched: 7/7/1936  

Builder: Electric Boat Co (General Dynamics)  

Length: 301, Beam: 25  

#Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 45  

Fate: Pickerel departed Pearl Harbor, HI., and after topping off with fuel at Midway, Island 

on 22 March, and headed for the Eastern Coast of Northern Honshu and was never heard 

from again. 

 

 

USS Snook (SS-279) 
Lost on April 8,1945 with the loss of 84 officers and men. Snook ranks 10th in total Japanese tonnage sunk and is tied for 9th in 

the number of ships sunk. She was lost near Hainan Island, possibly sunk by a Japanese submarine. 

Class: SS 212  

Commissioned: 10/24/1942  

Launched: 8/15/1942  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

Fate: Snook was lost from unknown causes while conducting her 9th war patrol, in the 

South China Sea and Luzon Strait. 84 men lost. 

 

 

USS Thresher (SSN-593) 

Lost on April 10, 1963 with the loss of 112 crew members and 17 civilian technicians during deep-diving exercises. 15 minutes 

after reaching test depth, she communicated with USS Skylark that she was having problems. Skylark heard noises "like air rush-

ing into an air tank" - then, silence. Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently recovered bits of debris, including gloves and 

bits of internal insulation. Photographs taken by Trieste proved that the submarine had broken up, taking all hands on board to 

their deaths in 1,400 fathoms of water, some 220 miles east of Boston. 

Class: SSN 593  

Commissioned: 8/3/1961  

Launched: 7/9/1960  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

Length: 279, Beam: 32  

#Officers: 16, #Enlisted: 96  

Fate: Thresher was lost while conducting sea trials off the New England coast. Probably due 

to a catastrophic flooding casualty. 129 men lost. 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — SOME GAVE ALL” 
 

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the year 

 

Tolling of the Bell For Our               Lost Boats And Shipmates 

(Continued From Page 3) 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211) 
USS Gudgeon (SS-211) was lost on April 18, 1944 with the loss of 79 men off Saipan. Winner of 5 Presidential Unit Citations, 

Gudgeon was on her 12th war patrol and most likely due to a combined air and surface antisubmarine attack.  

Gudgeon was the first US submarine to go on patrol from Pearl Harbor after the Japanese attack. On her first patrol, she became 

the first US submarine to sink an enemy warship, picking off the submarine I-173. 

Class: SS 198  

Commissioned: 4/21/1941  

Launched: 1/25/1941  

Builder: Mare Island Navy Yard  

Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

Fate: Gudgeon was officially declared overdue and presumed lost on 7 June 1944. Captured 

Japanese records shed no light on the manner of her loss, and it must remain one of the myster-

ies of the silent sea. 78 men lost. 

 

USS Grenadier (SS-210) 
Lost on April 22,1943 near Penang, with no immediate loss of life. She was on her 6th war patrol. While stalking a convoy, she 

was spotted by a plane and dove. While passing 130 feet, the plane dropped a bomb causing sever damage. She was lodged on 

the bottom 270 feet and the crew spent hours fighting fires and flooding. When she surfaced, she had no propulsion and was at-

tacked by another plane. While she shot down the plane. When enemy ships arrived, the CO abandoned ship and scuttled the 

boat. Of the 61 crew members taken prisoner, 57 survived the war. 

Class: SS 198  

Commissioned: 5/1/1941  

Launched: 11/29/1940  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

Fate: Grenadier was scuttled after being heavily damaged by a Japanese aircraft off Malay Pen-

insula. Her crew was taken prisoner by the Japanese. 4 died in captivity. 
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Binnacle List 

Dick Burgess has taken a fall and is in a recovery center lo-

cated  at 182nd and SE Powell. 

Kathy Vrooman is scheduled for surgery April 12 and then 6 

to 8 weeks after healing she will start chemo again. 

Ed Stowe has been diagnosed with prostate cancer, he is  at 

radiation treatment 17 of 28 and is ok but tired. 

Good to see Dennis Solhiem at our last meeting. He is await-

ing decision on his last test and what should be done next. 

Bill Dredtke a WWII USS Picuda & Archerfish Sub Vet is 

Home and doing well. 

 Keith Miller is healing well and should be getting around 

soon.  

Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in our 

thoughts and prayers as we go forward each day. 

****************************** 

Good for the Order 

After our meeting on the 14th of March,where Chris Stafford 

was recognized for his involvement in the Blueback Base 

over the past years, I received the following E-mail from 

Chris; 

I would like to thank the Base members for the nice 

mounted Dolphins, signed USSVI flag and card. It has been a 

pleasure working with everyone during my time as various 

Base officers. I also appreciate all the support I received dur-

ing this same period. 

 

I wish you all the best. 

 

Chris Stafford 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

This is a new area for upcoming events for the Blueback 

Base, Plan Ahead 

April:  

14th— Submarine Birthday Brunch at Spaghetti Factory 

-Short Meeting 

May:  

9th — Base Meeting                                                                                                   

June: 

1st — Blueback Base 18th Birthday 

13th — Base Meeting — Chow 

July: 

11th — Base Meeting 

August:  

10th—Blueback Base Annual Picnic– Short Meeting 

September: 

12th — Base Meeting 

October: 

10th — Base Meeting — Chow 

13th — Navy 238th Birthday 

November:  

Veterans Day Parade — date to be announced 

14th — Base Meeting 

December:  

Blueback Annual Christmas Dinner  — date to be an-

nounced  

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

Support our Troops Support our Troops Support our Troops ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-

ated by those who receive “care packages” from home. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111  

Tell Us What You Think 

Send E-Mails to the Editor To:  

rwsumner@pacifier.com 

Send Letters To: 

Bob Sumner  

PO Box 1886 

 Woodland, WA 98674 

Ray Lough           Chris Stafford 

Chris in San Diego 
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USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

 
FYI 

For the troops: Submarine Birthday 

Lunch on April 14th from 1200 to 1500. 

Cost is $10 per person. Place is the 

Clackamas Spaghetti Factory. Checks 

made out to Blueback Sub Vets;  

mail checks to: Ray Lough 

3313 NE 160th St 

Ridgefield, WA 98642 

I need to let them know a head count by 

the Thursday before so HURRY 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

MAP 

Humor 
 
A mother and her young son were flying Southwest Airlines 
from Kansas City to Chicago. 
The little boy, who had been looking out the window, turned 
to his mother and asked, "If big dogs have baby dogs and 
big cats have baby cats, why don't big  planes have baby 
planes?" 
The mother, who couldn't think of an answer, told her son to 
ask the flight attendant. 
So the boy went down the aisle and asked the flight atten-
dant, "If big dogs have baby dogs and big cats have baby 
cats, why don't big planes have baby Planes?" 
The busy flight attendant smiled and said, "Did your mother 
tell you to ask me?"The boy said, "Yes, she did." 
"Well then, you go and tell your mother that there are no 
baby planes because Southwest always pulls out on time. 
Ask her to explain that to you."  
 

More Humor 
A woman went to a pyschiatrist and said she was in 
great distress over her husband. “He thinks he’s a 
horse. He sleeps standing up and he neighs instead of 
speaking. He even insists on being fed oats in a bag.” 
said the woman “It’s terrible!”, “How long has this been 
going on?” said the doctor. “Six, maybe eight months.” 
she replied.  
You have let things go too far,” said the doctor. “Your 
husband will require a great deal of treatment and it will 
be expensive.” “I don’t care about the expense,” said 
the wife. “I will pay you anything — anything at all to 
make my husband stop thinking he’s a horse.”  
But it will cost many thousands of dollars, can you af-
ford this amount of money?” asked the doctor. “Why of 
course we can” said the women. “He’s already won 
three races this season at Aqueduct.” 

I Want Some Milk 

 

Gloria the blonde once heard that milk baths would make 

you beautiful. She left a note for her milkman Alan to leave 

15 gallons of milk. 

When Alan read the note, he felt there must be a mistake. He 

thought she probably meant 1.5 gallons, so he knocked on 

the door to clarify the order. 

Gloria came to the door, and Alan said, “I found your note to 

leave 15 gallons of milk. Did you mean 15 gallons or 1.5 

gallons?” 

Gloria said, “I want 15 gallons. I’m going to fill my bathtub 

up with milk and take a milk bath.” 

Alan asked, “Oh, alright, would you like it pasteurized?” 

Gloria replied, “Heavens No, just up to my waist.” 
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Brushes dust off 25-year old sub 

Russian navy will repair and put into service the titanium-hull Sierra-class submarine ―Karp‖ that for the last 15-years 

has been laid-up in Severodvinsk. 

"Karp" will be one of the oldest nuclear powered submarines in 

service with the Northern fleet when she sails towards the Barents 

Sea in 2016. Originally commissioned in 1987, the submarine was 

only in service for ten years before being laid-up in 1997. “Karp” 

was recently moved from her laid-up location in Severodvinsk to 

the Zvezdochka yard where upgrades will start, reports a naval 

blog site. 

Upgrade work will take three years and includes the reactor, elec-

tronics and weapons, reports Izvestia. 

The hull of the submarine is made in titanium, said to be the main 

reason why the submarine now will be upgraded and put into ser-

vice again instead of being scraped. Titanium is very expensive; 

therefor it is cheaper to repair such submarines than to build new 

ones. Titanium resists deep-water pressure better than steel-hulls and do not attract magnetic mines. 

A total of six Sierra-class submarines were built in the 80ies. Two of them are still in active duty, the “Nizhny Nov-

gorod” and “Kostroma” both based in Vidyaevo on Russia’s Kola Peninsula. Two of the laid-up ones will be re-

commissioned. 

A senior official in the navy’s head command says to Izvestia that the decision to re-commission the Sierra-class sub-

marines was taken in January. “It was not a spontaneous decision, we carefully considered and concluded that repair 

of the vessels were more cost-effective than scrapping them.” 

The other Sierra-class submarine still in operation, the “Kostroma” is next in line for upgrade. Zvezdocka officials 

says “Kostroma” will be repaired after the “Karp” is ready, while the navy blog site says it is possible that this repair 

and upgrade will take place at Zvezdockha’s branch-yard Nerpa northwest of Murmansk. 

“Kostroma” made headlines in 1992 when she collided with the American nuclear powered submarine “Baton Rouge” 

just outside the entrance to the Kola bay. 

Repairs of the hulls will not be difficult, Zvezdockha argues, because unlike steel titanium does not corrode."Karp" 

will be one of the oldest nuclear powered submarines in service with the Northern fleet when she sails towards the 

Barents Sea in 2016. Originally commissioned in 1987, the submarine was only in service for ten years before being 

laid-up in 1997. “Karp” was recently moved from her laid-up location in Severodvinsk to the Zvezdochka yard where 

upgrades will start, reports a naval blog site. 

Upgrade work will take three years and includes the reactor, electronics and weapons, reports Izvestia. 

The hull of the submarine is made in titanium, said to be the main reason why the submarine now will be upgraded 

and put into service again instead of being scraped. Titanium is very expensive; there for it is cheaper to repair such 

submarines than to build new ones. Titanium resists deep-water pressure better than steel-hulls and do not attract mag-

netic mines. A total of six Sierra-class submarines were built in the 80ies. Two of them are still in active duty, the 

“Nizhny Novgorod” and “Kostroma” both based in Vidyaevo on Russia’s Kola Peninsula. Two of the laid-up ones 

will be re-commissioned. 

A senior official in the navy’s head command says to Izvestia that the decision to re-commission the Sierra-class sub-

marines was taken in January. “It was not a spontaneous decision, we carefully considered and concluded that repair 

of the vessels were more cost-effective than scrapping them.” The other Sierra-class submarine still in operation, the 

“Kostroma” is next in line for upgrade. Zvezdocka officials says “Kostroma” will be repaired after the “Karp” is 

ready, while the navy blog site says it is possible that this repair and upgrade will take place at Zvezdockha’s branch-

yard Nerpa northwest of Murmansk. 

“Kostroma” made headlines in 1992 when she collided with the American nuclear powered submarine “Baton Rouge” 

just outside the entrance to the Kola bay. 

Repairs of the hulls will not be difficult, Zvezdockha argues, because unlike steel titanium does not corrode. 

I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and trying to lift himself up by the 

handle.  Winston Churchill 

http://navy-rus.livejournal.com/
http://navy-rus.livejournal.com/
http://izvestia.ru/news/546019
http://navy-rus.livejournal.com/
http://izvestia.ru/news/546019


 

 

VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — April 2013 — Page 8 

Scappoose Veterans Memorial  

On march 20 the editor traveled with fellow shipmate Tudor Davis to Scap-

poose, Oregon for Tudor to meet with  Frank Weber and a reporter with the 

Scappoose newspaper the Spotlight. The reporter interviewed Tudor and Frank 

about the Veterans Memorial being built, in which  Tudor and Frank have 

played an important roll. This memorial is for all veterans, however Subma-

rines and Submariners have a large presence in the layout of the memorial. 

There is a plaque for each submarine lost in the US navy including all 52 lost 

during WWII. There are a couple of plaques for Admiral Barrett as well as 

other important individuals and places. 

If you have not been to the Scappoose Memorial you should make it one of 

those things on your bucket list to do. If you would like to donate to the memo-

rial you should contact Frank Weber at 503-543-7825, or if you prefer, send to 

Frank C. Weber, PO Box 1154, Scappoose, OR. 97056 

********************************************** 

Female sailor found shot aboard Navy ship dies from wound 

By Cheryl K. Chumley 
- 

The Washington Times 

Friday, March 22, 2013  

 

A 19-year-old female sailor discovered aboard a Navy ship off 

San Diego with a gunshot wound has died, naval officials said. 

The woman, whose name is being withheld, was discovered on 

the Amphibious Assault Ship Essex, U-T San Diego reported. 

 

The sailor was transported to the University of California, San 

Diego trauma center and pronounced dead, Navy spokesman 

Rick Chernitzer said. It is unclear whether she shot herself or 

someone else shot her. 

 

"Since an investigation is being conducted, it would be inappro-

priate for me to speculate on anything," Mr. Chernitzer said, ac-

cording to U-T San Diego. 

"The Navy family is greatly saddened by the loss of our sailor, 

and our thoughts go out to the family, friends and shipmates." 

 

Frank Cable Visits the Republic of the Philippines 
CEBU, Republic of Philippines (NNS) -- The submarine tender 

USS Frank Cable (AS 40) arrived in the Republic of the Philip-

pines for a scheduled port visit March 22. 

 

"Any chance we have to engage with our partners in the region 

is important," said Capt. Pete Hildreth, Frank Cable's com-

manding officer. "A good, productive relationship between our 

countries contributes to regional stability." 

 

Hildreth mentioned that the crew should take this opportunity 

in Cebu to participate in community service (COMSERV) pro-

jects as they become available. This visit also provides the crew 

a chance to experience the sights and culture of this port. Some 

Filipino-American Sailors aboard Cable will be able to visit 

family nearby as well. 
(Continued Next Column) 

(Frank Cable Continued) 

 

I'm definitely going to see my family and maybe visit the 

mall or the beach; you can even go swimming with whale 

sharks," said Logistics Specialist Seaman Athena Ramona 

Espina. "The good thing about Cebu is nothing is too far 

away, everything is close because the island isn't that big." 

Espina, a Sailor assigned to the Frank Cable, grew up in 

Cebu and visits her family there often. Even though she 

was born in California, Espina still considers Cebu to be 

her home.  

According to Espina, Cebu has a lot of interesting history 

and culture for Sailors to experience. She was excited to 

hear of Frank Cable's visit to the oldest city in the Republic 

of the Philippines. 

"The Philippines was colonized by Spaniards for over 300 

years, so there's a lot of culture the Spaniards left behind, 

which you'll get to see if you go around Cebu," Espina said. 

"Everyone's very close and family oriented. Cebu's atmos-

phere is cozy and I feel at home."  

Machinist's Mate 2nd Class Ian Go is another Sailor from 

the Cebu area. He agreed with Espina that it is definitely a 

place worth looking forward to visiting. "Take this opportu-

nity, it's a once in a lifetime chance," said Go. "The people 

are very nice and Cebu is just a great place."  

Go is looking forward to Cebu, not only for the liberty, but 

getting the chance to see his wife, whom he has not seen 

since the birth of their child. 

 

This visit to Cebu is Frank Cable's third port visit since its 

recent departure from Guam, after an engagement with the 

Royal Malaysian Navy in the port of Sepangar, and repair 

work alongside the Los Angeles-class attack submarine 

USS Albuquerque (SSN 706) in Sattahip, Thailand. 

 

Frank Cable is one of two submarine tenders in the U.S. 

Navy, conducting maintenance and support of submarines 

and surface vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 

responsibility.  
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Cheyenne Visits Korea Following Combined Exercise 
BUSAN, Republic of Korea (NNS) 

 The last of the improved Los Angeles-class submarines, USS Cheyenne (SSN 773), arrived in Busan, Republic of Korea, 

March 20, as part of its Western Pacific deployment. The submarine's arrival follows its participation in the bilateral naval exer-

cise Foal Eagle, involving assets from the U.S. and Republic of Korea navies. 

"I am proud of our crew's participation in Foal eagle," said Cmdr. Noel Gonzalez, USS Cheyenne commanding officer. "The 

exercise provided great unit level training for teams from both countries." During the exercise, two Republic of Korea navy offi-

cers embarked Cheyenne.  

"This engagement was an excellent opportunity for us to share submarine practices and history, as well as learn about our re-

spective cultures," said Lt. Cmdr. Micah Maxwell, USS Cheyenne executive officer. "This sharing of ideas and building of 

friendships is a key part of strengthening our ties with an important ally." 

Cheyenne was welcomed to Busan by a live 50-member band, and the welcoming party included a Korean girl who placed a 

flower wreath around Gonzalez' shoulders.  

"This port visit will allow the crew of Cheyenne to enjoy some of the best liberty the Pacific has to offer," said Master Chief 

Michael Hinkle, chief of the boat. "We are all excited about the opportunity to experience Busan. Many of our guys are inter-

ested in experiencing the food and culture." For some Sailors, this is their first time visiting the Republic of Korea, while others 

look forward to connecting with their own Korean heritage. 

"I would love to visit a museum and learn about Korean history," said Machinist's Mate 1st Class Aaron Novitski. 

"Experiencing my culture is very important to me, and my fiance is even meeting me on the pier. I can't wait to teach her about 

my culture and the cuisine I have enjoyed since my childhood."  

Cheyenne is homeported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and is one of the most capable fast-attack submarines in the U.S. Navy. Em-

bodying a fighting spirit, Cheyenne's enhanced war-fighting capabilities include vertical launch cruise missiles, advanced sonar 

systems, and a state of the art engine room. This sophisticated design provides Cheyenne the ability to operate worldwide, ready 

for any mission. 

********************************************************************* 

Photo Gallery 

                    Ed Pleming        Tudor Davis  Collie Collins 

Early Blueback Base Members  

Larry Johnson Ray Lough Bob Walters 

The above photo was taken several years ago at a restaurant in 

Longview WA. Ed was a frequent customer, and one of the em-

ployees contacted USSVI. That is how he became a member of 

USSVI and Blueback Base. Ed has an Apartment in Longview. 

 In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one useless 
man is a shame, two is a law firm, and three or more is a con-

gress. -- John Adams 

A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend 

on the support of Paul. -- George Bernard Shaw 
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Transportation 
Find and circle all of the transportation words that are hidden in the grid. 
The remaining letters will reveal an additional method of transportation 

 

AIRPLANE 
BICYCLE 
BLIMP 
BOAT 

CAMEL 
CANOE 
CARRIAGE 
ELEVATOR 
ESCALATOR 

 

FERRY 
GONDOLA 
HORSE 
JET 

MOPED 
MOTORCYCLE 
PARACHUTE 
RAFT 

 

RICKSHAW 
ROCKET 
ROLLER BLADES 
SCOOTER 

SHIP 
SKATEBOARD 
SKIS 
SLED 

 

SNOWMOBILE 
SUBMARINE 
TRAIN 
TRAM 

TRUCK 
VAN 
WAGON 
YACHT 

 The hidden sentence for March is:  

 

A DOOR IS WHAT A DOG IS PERPETUALLY ON THE WRONG SIDE OF. 


