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NEED A VOLUNTEER FOR THIS POST 

SMALL STORES BOSS— 
Dylan McComiskey    503-734-0028 
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HISTORIAN, POC, AND ALL AROUND GOOD 

GUY— 
     BOB WALTERS    503-284-8693 

BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday June 13th, 2013 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, OR 

At 1730 

****************************** 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday June 13th, 2013 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR 

At 1900     Chow this Month 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — June 2013 — # 228 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Commander’s Corner 

First let me apologize for the lateness for getting info out 

about the Memorial Day festivities at the Beaverton Ameri-

can Legion. There was a breakdown in communication be-

tween the American Legion and me but we were able to re-

solve the problem. 

How many times have you heard some young person say to 

you: “Old man you are so out of date” :Old man don‟t be 

such a grouch”: Old man you aren‟t the boss of me!”? Think 

back to the day when our chests were a little higher and our 

waists were a whole lot smaller. Remember that crusty „old 

cob‟ chewing your butt out for something (anything) that you 

didn‟t do right? Remember occasionally thinking some of the 

same thoughts then as the kids do today? But of course you 

didn‟t dare say it out loud---not if you wanted to go on liberty 

that night. I think back on those crusty old farts, most of 

which are gone now, and I silently thank them. I can‟t speak 

for you but I “grew-up” on my first boat that I qualified on. 

Those old goats would chew my butt out over and over until I 

got it right and when I got my Dolphins they STILL chewed 

my butt out when I didn‟t do it right in their eyes. Today I‟m 

glad I had those men to teach me how to be a responsible 

man and part of the greatest bunch of guys anyone could as-

sociate with. I know my time of service was probably easier 

than the „smoke boat sailors‟ were but each generation im-

proves on the previous one, although nowadays I have my 

doubts about the current crop of “citizens” coming up. So the 

next time you are accused of being „an old grouchy fart‟ re-

member those men that went before us and how they influ-

enced your life. Remember that before you keelhaul the 

smart-ass kid giving you a hard time. 

Greenboard 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

05/09/2013 

1900-- Meeting called to order by commander-- Ray Lough 

 Invocation 

 Pledge of allegiance led by-- Ray Lough 

 Tolling of the bells for the May lost boats 

 Moment fo silence for our lost shipmates 

 Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed-- Ray Lough 

 Introductions by all 

 Secretary's report: 

 We will not be marching in the Hillsboro 4th of July parade, 

due to the fact they want $110 entry fee. I don't feel as though 

 we should be required to pay any entry fee for a military 

unit. 

(Continued Next Column) 

(Meeting Minutes Continued)  

 Treasurer's report: 

 We have money. If you would like to see the books see me. 

 Commander report-- Ray Lough 

Dick Hansen passed away on 27 April 2013. His funeral was  

held at the  Vancouver, Wa. Cemetery on Fourth Plain and L 

st. at 1200 May 11th, 2013. Dick was a great guy and ship-

mate, we had a large turnout to show the respect we had for 

our shipmate. 

 We had and a presentation by Kim and Kate from Lincoln  

Funeral Services regarding Veterans Funeral Benefits. There 

was a Question and  answer period at the end of the presenta-

tion. (NO POLE DANCE) 

 I visited the Blueback and joined the volunteer force and 

also went to discuss  the 20 year celebration of the Blueback 

arrival, to my surprise I found out that  the 20th anniversary is 

next year 2014. I was told it was way to early to try and  plan 

anything yet. this give us more time to plan.  

1940---50/50  10 MINUTE BREAK 

 Meeting recalled to order 

 For the good of the Order: 

 Bill Bryan says that they are shipping care packages again. 

Its seems that some rules have changed and hopefully things 

will be easier to ship again. So far they have shipped out 2 

packages. 

 Also the guys have worked hard to re-organize the store-

room and it look great  and should help those that want to buy 

things in the future. Thanks guys. 

 Winner's of the dinner gift certificates for P.F Chang's draw-

ing from the ladies  from Lincoln Funeral Services were: Les 

Savage, Lance Nolan, and Gary Webb. 

 Need a new bylaws chairman because Mr. Stafford has de-

parted. Any volunteer's  at this time?? No reply. Ray will try 

and recruit Jay Agler when he see's him. 

 Next month the ladies will be serving food and we have 

been (PROMISED) there will be salmon served, So bring 

your $5 and join us for dinner. There will also be hamburgers 

and hotdogs for those in need. 

 Gary Webb says that we are on Facebook if your inclined to 

indulge in such  things. He established this page several years 

ago. 

 Bob Sumner has more Blueback business cards available for 

those in need.  These are great to have when that guy stops 

you and says hey, I used to be on the boats. Give him the card 

and try and recruit him. 

 Dave Vrooman brought up the subject of Memorial Day 

Services at Beaverton  Veterans Park and what our plans are. 

Ray is checking on it and has no response  so far. He will keep 

us informed by email as to what's happening. Ray informs us 

that USSVI National  is having financial problem with funds 

for the Holland Club Membership and would like each base 

to donate $1 for each club  member to defray costs. This 

would be approx $100 for this Base.  (Continued on Page 5) 
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USS Herring (SS-233) 

Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 men near Matsuwa Island. Herring was on her 8th war patrol and was 

conducting a surface attack when a shore battery spotted her and made 2 direct hits on her conning tower and caus-

ing her loss. Before being sunk, she had sank a freighter and a passenger-cargoman. Herring was the only US sub-

marine sunk by a land battery. 

USS R-12 (SS-89) 

Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 men near Key West, FL during a practice torpedo approach. The cause 

was probably due to flooding through a torpedo tube. The CO and 2 other men on the bridge survived, as did 18 

crew members on liberty at the time of the accident. 

 

USS Golet (SS-361) 

Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 82 men. On her 2nd war patrol, Golet was apparently lost in battle with 

antisubmarine forces north of Honshu. 

 

USS Bonefish (SS-223) 

Lost on June 19, 1945 with the loss of 85 men when sunk near Suzu Misaki. Winner of 3 Navy Unit Citations, 

Bonefish was on her 8th war patrol. After sinking a passenger-cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage 

depth charge attack. 

USS S-27 (SS-132) 

Lost on June 19, 1942 when it grounded off Amchitka Island. She was on the surface in poor visibility,charging 

batteries and drifted into the shoals. When she could not be freed and started listing, the captain got the entire crew 

to shore (400 yards away) in relays using a 3-man rubber raft. The entire crew was subsequently rescued. 

 

 

USS O-9 (SS-70) 

Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss of 34 men when it foundered off Isle of Shoals, 15 miles from Portsmouth, NH. 

 

USS Runner (SS-275) 

Lost between June 26 and July 4th with the loss of 78 men. Runner was on her 3rd war patrol probably due to a 

mine. Prior to her loss, she reported sinking a freighter and a passenger-cargoman off the Kuriles. This boat's last 

known ship sunk happened on June 26th, so she probably hit that mine on or after that date but before July 4th, 

when she was scheduled back at Midway. 

 

“ALL GAVE SOME — SOME GAVE ALL” 
 

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the year 
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

Support our Troops Support our Troops Support our Troops    

 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-

ated by those who receive “care packages” from home. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111  

******************************** 

Tell Us What You Think 

Send E-Mails to the Editor To:  

rwsumner@pacifier.com 

Send Letters To: 

Bob Sumner  

PO Box 1886 

 Woodland, WA 98674 

Memorial Day Service at Beaverton Veterans Memorial Park May 27th 2013 

There was a turn out of approximately 250, of which about 20 were Blueback Base members. The day started out cold, raining 

and overcast, however about half way through the ceremony the rain tapered off and turned fairly pleasant the rest of the ser-

vice. There was a Army/Air Force veteran Ret. Capt. William Clopton (91 years old) that flew on 20 bomber runs over Ger-

many in WWII, and he was recognized during the service. The key note speaker was Jerry Lorang of the American Legion De-

partment of Oregon, he paid homage to  all Veterans. 

After the formal service all attendees were invited to the Albacore Memorial where the Toll Of The Bell for all lost boats was 

conducted, and this concluded the services at Beaverton Veterans Memorial Park.     

Bricks 
See below, come on guys lets buy some more bricks so that we can get the Albacore memorial completed. 

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Binnacle List 
Fred Carneau is out about and doing fine according to the 

chief of the boat. 
 
Kathy Vrooman started her chemo again and is doing 

well. 
 
Ed Stowe is doing well and was at the last meeting, Good 

to see you out. 
 
 Keith Miller is healing well and is out  and about and 

giving everyone hell at the Beaverton Memorial Service, 
Good to see him out. 

  
Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in our 

thoughts and prayers as we go forward  each day  
***************************** 

 

Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

June: 

1st — Blueback Base 20th Birthday  

13th — Base Meeting — Chow — Salmon 

July: 

11th — Base Meeting 

August:  

10th—Blueback Base Annual Picnic– Short Meeting 

September: 

12th — Base Meeting 

October: 

10th — Base Meeting — Chow 

13th — Navy 238th Birthday 

November:  

Veterans Day Parade — date to be announced 

14th — Base Meeting 

December:  

Blueback Annual Christmas Dinner  — date to be an-

nounced  

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

Blueback Base Business Cards 

At the March Blueback meeting we discussed making up 

some business cards that we could pass out when you meet a 

exsubmariner that is not aware of or a member of USSVI and 

or the Blueback Base. I had these cards made up and handed 

them out at the Blueback lunch at the Spaghetti Factory. 

Anyone who was not at the luncheon or needs additional 

cards, send a self addressed stamped envelope to: 

   Bob Sumner 

   109 Legacy Drive 

   Woodland, WA 98674 

I will send 10 cards at a time. 

******************************** 

(Meeting Minutes Continued from Page 2) 

I do not want a vote tonight but think it over for next meet-

ing. 

 50/50 drawing  winner: J.D. Corbett 

 Benediction--Chaplin 

 Meeting adjourned!! 

 Sailing List: Agler, Bryan, Carneau, Collins, Corbett, Curtis, 

Gatchel, Hudson,  Jackson ,Johnson, Lough, McComiskey, 

Musa S., Musa W. Nowland, Savage,  Schultz, Smart, Stowe, 

Sumner, thornhill, Thrall, Vrooman, Webb, Worden 

 25 Hands Aboard 

 Respectfully Submitted: 

 Larry Johnson, Blueback Base Secretary 

****************************** 

Annapolis Submarine Memorial 

Below is a  submarine centennial memorial at Annapolis, 

MD. Note the two faces in the lower left in the sculpture.   

Honor Flights 

As most of you are aware, there is a group that is providing 

trips to Washington DC. For WWII veterans. On Friday the 

31st our fellow shipmate Tudor Davis was one of those indi-

viduals that was honored with the trip to DC for the weekend 

tour of the WWII memorial. He should be back Sunday. Any 

WWII veterans that have not been honored with this trip 

should make inquiries, and I am sure Tudor would help. 

The Editor  
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 Submerged WWII grave remembered this Memorial Day- 42 Entombed 

Memorial Day is a day of remembering the men and women who died while serving in the United States Armed Forces. This 

year marks the 70th anniversary of forty-two submariners who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. Until recently their final 

resting place had been a mystery buried deep in the ocean. That all changed when a team of dedicated explorers led by Captain 

Tim Taylor set out to find the wreck of the R-12 Submarine. What they found was a tomb with forty American sailors and two 

Brazilian officers that was forgotten in time. This is the sixth sub to be found of the 52 lost during WW11 and the only one located 

offshore within the continental United States. This is a very rare find and one of historical significance and importance. 

“In some strange way it feels to me that she has been waiting all these years for me to look for her” States Tim Taylor. Tim ex-

plored the waters of the Gulf of Mexico, Florida Straits, Cuba and the Bahamas for over twenty years. The lost sub was always on 

his mind. It was in the history books, but out of reach of conventional diving. In a way this has kept it preserved for all this time. 

“I went looking for the R-12 because no one else had. It is as simple as that. It was hard for me to believe that something so close 

with all these men has been forgotten all this time.” Spending ones life working on the ocean one cannot avoid having strong feel-

ings for those who give their life on the very same waters. Little did he know his choice to search for the lost Submarine would 

lead him on a path that weaves him and his team into its very history, in effect they have become the next chapter of the R-12 

story. 

When they finally found her, she lay less than ten miles from an active Navy base, twelve miles from a thriving tourist destina-

tion of Key West and just three miles outside a National Marine Sanctuary. Except for the initial Navy search close to seventy 

years ago which utilized steel cables and grappling hooks that were dragged across the bottom, she has never been found, photo-

graphed or filmed……...until now. 

This discovery was only the beginning, working under Navy permits and with advanced underwater robotic technology the ex-

ploration and research team return to explore and map the site on a mission that continues today. 

On June 12th 1943, seventy years ago she sank with Forty-two men aboard, five survived to tell the story. Since her discovery, 

expedition and filming the team have been meeting with families and collecting interviews that will culminate in the 2013/2014 

documentary “Twice Forgotten- Heroes of the R12 Submarine” 

************************************************************** 

 

WASHINGTON, 4 April 2013. Airborne weapons experts at the Boeing 

Co. got the go-ahead Wednesday to start building add-on kits for the U.S. 

Navy Mark 54 lightweight torpedo that will enable the weapon to glide 

through the air from altitudes as high as 30,000 feet and enable the Boeing 

P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol jet to attack enemy submarines from long 

ranges. 

The Naval Sea Systems Command in Washington announced a $19.2 mil-

lion contract Wednesday to the Boeing Co. Defense, Space & Security 

segment in St. Charles, Mo., to design and build the High Altitude Anti-

Submarine Warfare Weapon Capability (HAAWC) Air Launch Accessory 

(ALA). 

The HAAWC ALA turns the Raytheon Mark 54 torpedo into a glide 

weapon that the P-8A aircraft can release from high altitudes. As the fly-

ing torpedo reaches the water, it jettisons wings and other air-control surfaces and takes on its original role as a smart torpedo 

that detect, track, and attack enemy submarines autonomously. 

The Mark 54 always has been able to be launched from aircraft, but before the HAAWC add-on kit air crews had to release the 

torpedo from altitudes no higher than about 100 feet. 

The HAAWC will enable the P-8A aircraft -- a Boeing 737 passenger jetliner modified for maritime patrol -- to maintain opti-

mum surveillance altitudes without wasting the time and fuel necessary to drop to low altitudes to attack targets and then climb 

back to high patrol altitudes. Attacking from high altitudes also enables the P-8A to reduce the time between target acquisition 

and attack, as well as launch anti-submarine weapons outside the ranges of shore-based anti-aircraft defenses. 

When launched from 30,000 feet the HAAWC-equipped Mark 54 torpedo will glide for seven to 10 minutes before entering the 

water. 

While in flight the HAAWC will be completely self-contained. The HAAWC adaptor kit includes a flight control computer, a 

GPS-based navigation system, and power sources.  

(Continued on Page 7) 

Boeing to make flying torpedoes able to attack enemy submarines from 30,000 feet 

http://www.militaryaerospace.com/articles/2013/01/boeing-torpedo-defense.html
http://www.militaryaerospace.com/articles/2012/10/p8-poseidon-obsolescence.html
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(Continued from Page 6) 

When near the water the system sheds its wings and activates a parachute that lowers the torpedo to the water to begin its run 

toward the target. 

HAAWC program requirements require Boeing to build an add-on kit that requires little or no modifications to the Mark 54 tor-

pedo or to the P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft. Boeing's HAAWC contract includes options that could bring the value of 

the program to as much as $47 million. 

Coincidentally, Boeing officials announced this week that they have handed 

over the seventh production P-8A Poseidon to the Navy on schedule March 29, 

marking the first delivery from the second low-rate initial production contract 

awarded in November 2011. The P-8 (Boeing 737) is scheduled to replace the 

ageing Lockheed Martin P-3 Orion four-engine turboprop maritime patrol 

plane. 

The Mk 54 is an all-digital lightweight torpedo that has advanced software algo-

rithms from the larger submarine-launched Mark 48 torpedo. 

Boeing engineers reportedly will fit the Mark 54 torpedo with the wings de-

signed for a Standoff Land-Attack Missile-Expanded Response cruise missile to enable to torpedo to glide to the ocean's surface. 

The HAAWC tail assembly is to include the guidance kit designed for the Joint Direct-Attack Munitions (JDAM), which con-

tains a GPS navigation system. 

Boeing also could fit the HAAWC with a data link to transmit target position updates while in flight. Boeing will do the work on 

this contract in St. Charles, Mo., and should be finished by April 2016. 

************************************************************** 

DOD outlines scope of China’s anti-access, area-denial capabilities 
InsideDefense.com, May 6 

A new Pentagon report sent to Congress today provides the most detailed government account of capabilities China is develop-

ing to thwart U.S. forces — so-called anti-access, area-denial weapon systems that include two stealth fighter aircraft programs, 

an unmanned combat air vehicle, anti-satellite capabilities, a ballistic missile defense “umbrella” and cyberwarfare. These di-

mensions of China‟s military modernization efforts are of keen interest to Pentagon policy makers who are contemplating steps 

needed to refocus the U.S. military posture after the war in Afghanistan to the Asia-Pacific region. 

“China is pursuing a variety of air, sea, undersea, space and counter-space, and information warfare systems and operational con-

cepts to achieve this capability, moving toward an array of overlapping, multilayered offensive capabilities extending from 

China‟s coast into the western Pacific,” states the “Annual Report to Congress: Military and Security Developments Involving 

the People‟s Republic of China 2013 

The 92-page report, required by Congress and released today by the Pentagon, outlines for the first time some of the scope of the 

anti-access, area-denial challenges that China‟s modernization efforts present to U.S. military planners. The 2013 Defense Au-

thorization Act expressly directed the Pentagon to provide a description of these capabilities along with a handful of other issues, 

including developments in China‟s nuclear programs and progress with precision-guided weaponry.  

The report, which says cyberwarfare capabilities could serve China‟s military operations, claims a series of 2012 cyber attacks 

against Defense Department computer systems — aimed at “exfiltrating” information — “appear to be attributable directly to the 

Chinese government and military.”The Pentagon report suggests that China‟s fifth-generation fighter aircraft — one that could 

rival the Air Force‟s F-22 — remains on track to be operational by 2018, a date U.S. intelligence experts publicly predicted for 

the first time in 2010. “Key characteristics of fifth-generation fighters include high maneuverability, lack of visibility on radar 

due to very low observable stealth shaping, and an internal weapons bay,” the report states. “Other key features of these aircraft 

are modern avionics and sensors that offer more timely situational awareness for operations in network-centric combat environ-

ments, radars with advanced targeting capabilities and protection against enemy electronic countermeasures, and integrated elec-

tronic warfare systems with advanced communication and GPS navigation functions.” The Pentagon report also cautions that 

China “faces numerous challenges” in its attempts to reach full operational capability with its J-20 stealth fighter, “including de-

veloping high-performance jet engines.” 

The Peoples Liberation Army Air Force is pursuing updates to its bomber fleet that “may provide” new, longer-range cruise mis-

siles, according to the report. “Similarly, the acquisition and development of longer-range unmanned aerial vehicles, including 

the BZK-005, and unmanned combat aerial vehicles, will increase China‟s ability to conduct long-range reconnaissance and 

strike operations,” the report states.  

China is working to shield itself not only against aircraft and cruise missiles; the country also aims to develop a ballistic missile 

defense capability “in order to provide further protection of China‟s mainland and strategic assets,” according to the report.  

(Continued on Page 8) 
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“China is proceeding with the research and development of a missile defense umbrella consisting of kinetic energy intercept at 

exoatmospheric altitudes (>80km), as well as intercepts of ballistic missiles and other aerospace vehicles within the upper atmos-

phere,” the report states. China has conducted two successful mid-course ballistic-missile intercepts, including one in January, 

according to the report. 

China‟s navy is at the “forefront” of Beijing‟s efforts to develop anti-access, area-denial capabilities, according to the report. “In 

a near-term conflict, PLA Navy operations would likely begin in the offshore and coastal areas with attacks by coastal defense 

cruise missiles, maritime strike aircraft, and smaller combatants, and extend as far as the second island chain and Strait of Ma-

lacca using large surface ships and submarines,” the report states.  

The Pentagon expects that as China‟s navy acquires experience and more advanced capabilities and more ships, “it will expand 

the depth of these operations further into the Western Pacific.” In addition, the Defense Department expects China to develop a 

new ship launched cruise missile capable of striking land-targets.  

“China views long-range anti-ship cruise missiles as a key weapon in this type of operation and is developing multiple advanced 

types and the platforms to employ them for this purpose,” the report states. These platforms include conventional and nuclear 

powered submarines, surface combatants and maritime strike aircraft, according to DOD. 

The Pentagon report argues that China‟s military puts a priority on challenging U.S. space-based military capabilities as a way to 

disrupt communications as well as the effectiveness of American precision-guided weapons. “Although PLA doctrine does not 

appear to address space operations as a unique operational „campaign,‟ space operations form an integral component of other 

PLA campaigns and would serve a key role in enabling A2/AD operations,” the report states. 

************************************************************** 

From: John Mansfield 
 
Shipmates, 
It is my esteemed pleasure to inform you that Al Durkee (CDR 

USN Ret) and a 20 year member of USSVI and Bremerton 
Base,has been appointed Western Region 4 District Com-
mander, relieving John Mansfield. 
He was given the oath of office today, May 16, 2013 by West-

ern Region Director, John Mansfield, and has agreed to have his 
name placed on the upcoming District Commander election bal-
lot in June.  
Al's brief bio: 
He entered the US Navy as a FN in 1951 and retired as a full 

Commander in 1978. 
His ships were: 
USS Esperance CVE88    -   USS Neches AO47 
Qualified on USS Grenadier SS525 in 1957 
USS Seawolf SS575     -   USS Becuna SS319 
USS Hunley AS31 
Shore assignments: 
Submarine School Staff   -   SUBDIV 72 
Fleet Submarine Training Facility Norfolk 
COMSUBLANT 
Submarine Repair Officer, Bremerton 
Operations/Security Officer Submarine Base Bangor.  
Al lives in White Salmon, Washington six months and in 

Yuma Arizona six months. 
His primary Base is Bremerton and is Past Base Commander of 

Barbel Base (where all the snowbirds migrate) 
WRD4 POC's, please distribute to all Base members. 
WRDC's, please welcome Al into our region.  
Thank you for stepping up, Shipmate. 
For all you young whippersnappers out there, Al is 83 years 

young and looks forward to meeting you along the way and at 
National Convention. 
Fraternally, 
John Mansfield 
Western Region Director 

Humor 

Irish Alzheimer's 
Murphy showed up at Mass one Sunday & the priest almost 

fell down when he saw him. He'd never been to church in 

his life.  After Mass, the priest caught up with him & said, 

"Murphy, I am so glad ya decided to come to Mass. What 

made ya come?" 

Murphy said, "I got to be honest with you, Father, a while 

back, I misplaced me hat & I really, really love that hat.  I 

know that McGlynn had a hat just like mine & I knew he 

came to church every Sunday.  I also knew that he had to 

take off his hat during Mass & figured he would leave it in 

the back of church.  So, I was going to leave after Commun-

ion & steal McGlynn's hat."  

The priest said, "Well, Murphy, I notice that ya didn't steal 

McGlynn's hat.  What changed your mind?" 

Murphy replied, "Well, after I heard your sermon on the 10 

Commandments, I decided that I didn't need to steal 

McGlynn's hat after all." 

With a tear in his eye, the priest gave Murphy a big smile & 

said; "After I talked about 'Thou Shalt Not Steal' ya decided 

you would rather do without your hat than burn in Hell, 

eh?" 

Murphy slowly shook his head. "No, Father, after ya talked 

about 'Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery' - I remembered 

where I left me hat."  

"Do not regret growing older. It is a privilege denied to 

many." 
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It's the cup of brandy no one wants to drink.  
   
On Tuesday, in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, the surviving Doolittle Raiders gathered publicly for the last time.  
   
They once were among the most universally admired and revered men in the United States. There were 80 of the Raiders in April 
1942, when they carried out one of the most courageous and heart-stirring military operations in this nation's history. The mere 
mention of their unit's name, in those years, would bring tears to the eyes of grateful Americans.    
Now only four survive.    
After Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, with the United States reeling and wounded, something dramatic was needed to turn the 
war effort around. Even though there were no friendly airfields close enough to Japan for the United States to launch a retalia-
tion, a daring plan was devised. Sixteen B-25s were modified so that they could take off from the deck of an aircraft carrier. This 
had never been tried before -- sending big, heavy bombers from a carrier.    
The 16 five-man crews, under the command of Lt. Col. James Doolittle, who himself flew the lead plane off the USS Hornet, 
knew that they would not be able to return to the carrier. They would have to hit Japan and then hope to make it to China for a 
safe landing.    
But on the day of the raid, the Japanese navy caught sight of the carrier. The Raiders were told that they would have to take off 
from much farther out in the Pacific than they had counted on. They were told that because of this they would not have enough 
fuel to make it to safety.    
And those men went anyway.    
They bombed Tokyo, and then flew as far as they could. Four planes crash-landed; 11 more crews bailed out, and three of the 
Raiders died. Eight more were captured; three were executed. Another died of starvation in a Japanese prison camp. One crew 
made it to Russia.    
The Doolittle Raid sent a message from the United States to its enemies, and to the rest of the world:  
We will fight.  And, no matter what it takes, we will win.    
Of the 80 Raiders, 62 survived the war. They were celebrated as national heroes, models of bravery. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer pro-
duced a motion picture based on the raid; "Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo," starring Spencer Tracy and Van Johnson, was a patri-
otic and emotional box-office hit, and the phrase became part of the national lexicon. In the movie-theater previews for the film, 
MGM proclaimed that it was presenting the story "with supreme pride."    
Beginning in 1946, the surviving Raiders have held a reunion each April, to commemorate the mission. The reunion is in a dif-
ferent city each year. In 1959, the city of Tucson, Arizona, as a gesture of respect and gratitude, presented the Doolittle Raiders 
with a set of 80 silver goblets. Each goblet was engraved with the name of a Raider.  
Every year, a wooden display case bearing all 80 goblets is transported to the reunion city. Each time a Raider passes away, his 
goblet is turned upside down in the case at the next reunion, as his old friends bear solemn witness.    
Also in the wooden case is a bottle of 1896 Hennessy Very Special cognac. The year is not happenstance: 1896 was when Jimmy 
Doolittle was born.  
There has always been a plan: When there are only two surviving Raiders, they would open the bottle, at last drink from it, and 
toast their comrades who preceded them in death.    
As 2013 began, there were five living Raiders; then, in February, Tom Griffin passed away at age 96. What a man he was. After 
bailing out of his plane over a mountainous Chinese forest after the Tokyo raid, he became ill with malaria, and almost died. 
When he recovered, he was sent to Europe to fly more combat missions. He was shot down, captured, and spent 22 months in a 
German prisoner of war camp.    
The selflessness of these men ... there was a passage in the Cincinnati Enquirer obituary for Mr. Griffin that, on the surface, had 
nothing to do with the war, but that captures the depth of his sense of duty and devotion:  
"When his wife became ill and needed to go into a nursing home, he visited her every day. He walked from his house to the nurs-
ing home, fed his wife and at the end of the day brought home her clothes. At night, he washed and ironed her clothes. Then he 
walked them up to her room the next morning. He did that for three years until her death in 2005."    
So now, out of the original 80, only four Raiders remain: Dick Cole (Doolittle's co-pilot on the Tokyo raid), Robert Hite, Edward 
Saylor and David Thatcher. All are in their 90s. They have decided that there are too few of them for the public reunions to con-
tinue.    
The events in Fort Walton Beach this week will mark the end. It has come full circle; Florida's nearby Eglin Field was where the 
Raiders trained in secrecy for the Tokyo mission.  
The town is planning to do all it can to honor the men: a six-day celebration of their valor, including luncheons, a dinner and a 
parade.    
Do the men ever wonder if those of us for whom they helped save the country have tended to it in a way that is worthy of their 
sacrifice? They don't talk about that, at least not around other people. But if you find yourself near Fort Walton Beach this week, 
and if you should encounter any of the Raiders, you might want to offer them a word of thanks. I can tell you from firsthand ob-
servation that they appreciate hearing that they are remembered.    
The men have decided that after this final public reunion they will wait until a later date -- some time this year -- to get together 
once more, informally and in absolute privacy. That is when they will open the bottle of brandy. The years are flowing by too 
swiftly now; they are not going to wait until there are only two of them.  
   
They will fill the four remaining upturned goblets.  
And raise them in a toast to those who are gone. 
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Breakfast  

Find and circle all of the breakfast items that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell a popular breakfast drink.  

 BACON 

BAGELS 

BISCUITS 

BREAD 

CEREAL 

COFFEE 

CROISSANTS 

DOUGHNUTS 

 

EGGS 

FRUIT 

GRANOLA 

HAM 

HASH BROWNS 

HONEY 

HOT CHOCOLATE 

JAM 

 

JELLY 

MARMALADE 

MILK 

MUFFINS 

OATMEAL 

OMELETS 

PANCAKES 

PORRIDGE 

 

ROLLS 

SAUSAGES 

TEA 

TOAST 

WAFFLES 

YOGURT 

May’s  hidden item was 
:  

SUMMER VACATION 


