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Larry Johnson   503-642-2033 

TREASURER— 
Tim Smart   503-491-1333 

CHAPLAIN— 
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HISTORIAN, POC, AND ALL AROUND GOOD 

GUY— 
     BOB WALTERS    503-284-8693 

BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday July 11th, 2013 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, OR 

At 1730 

****************************** 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday July 11th, 2013 

At VFW Post #4248 

  Fourth of July        7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR 

   At 1900     No Chow this Month 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — July 2013 — # 229 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Commander’s Corner  

None This Month 

***************** 

Instead 

A DEA officer stopped at a ranch in Texas , and talked 

with an old rancher. He told the rancher, "I need to in-

spect your ranch for illegally grown drugs." 

The rancher said, "Okay, but don't go in that field over 

there.....," as he pointed out the location.  

The DEA officer verbally exploded saying, " Mister, I 

have the authority of the Federal Government with me!"  

Reaching into his rear pants pocket, the arrogant officer 

removed his badge and proudly displayed it to the 

rancher.  

"See this f……. ing badge?! This badge means I am al-

lowed to go wherever I wish.... On any land !! No questions 

asked or answers given!! Have I made myself clear.....do 

you understand ?!!"  

The rancher nodded politely, apologized, and went about 

his chores.  

A short time later, the old rancher heard loud screams, 

looked up, and saw the DEA officer running for his life, 

being chased by the rancher's big Santa Gertrudis 

bull...... 

 With every step the bull was gaining ground on the offi-

cer, and it 

seemed likely 

that he'd sure 

enough get 

gored before 

he reached 

safety. The 

officer was 

clearly terri-

fied. 

The rancher 

threw down 

his tools, ran 

to the fence and yelled at the top of his lungs.....  
(I just love this part....)  

"Your badge, show him your f…… king  BADGE........ ! !"  

BLUEBACK BASE MEETINGS MINUTES 
06/13/2013 

 

1900-- Meeting called to order by commander-- Ray Lough 

Invocation by: Arlo 

Pledge of allegiance led by-- Ray Lough 

Tolling of the Bells for the June lost boats 

Moment of silence for our lost shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed-- Ray Lough 

Introductions by all 

Secretary's report: nothing at this time 

Treasurer's report: nothing at this time 

Commanders report: nothing to report. Good to see Dick Bur-

gess back. 

Old Business: none 

Holland Club Donations. motion made and seconded to send 

National $1 per Holland Club Member (approx 90) to help 

defray new member costs. This will be done on a year to year 

basis.  Motion passed. 

We will be doing nothing on July 4th this year. The July 

meeting will go as scheduled. I will be here for the  July meet-

ing but will not be at the August 10th picnic do to prior com-

mitments. 11am-3pm same place as last year. Les will do the 

BBQ. 

Les is trying to setup a river rafting trip on the mail boat on 

the Rouge River. This is done on a personal basis. If your in-

terested in going, contact Les soon to be included. The plan is 

for mid July. 

Collie brought up the subject of having our own Color Guard 

to present the flag to the next-of-kin at a submarine sailors 

funeral. 

1940: 50/50 Drawing, 10 Minute Break 

 Continuing on with the color guard subject. We would like to 

get a list of who might be available to participate. We need a 

least 6 people at each ceremony and try to figure out some 

sort of dress like uniform for this procedure. This subject will 

be continued next month to try and firm up a plan.. 

Bob Sumner still has extra Blueback Base business cards for 

those that need them. 

50/50 drawing winner 

Dennis Solhiem will be having Cancer surgery on 07/11/13 

and will be laid up for a while. 

Sandy Musa has gift bags made to take to the V.A Hospital. 

She needs help delivering the bags to the hospital. Jay Agler 

has volunteered to help with this project. They will arrange a 

time and schedule. 

Benediction: Arlo 

Meeting Adjourned!!! 

 Thank You to the ladies for another fine dinner, we look for-

ward to these meals every quarter 

Sailing List: Agler, Bryan, Carneau, Collins, Corbett, Darkes, 

Gatchel, Jackson, Johnson, Lee, McComiskey, s. Musa, W. 

Musa, Schultz, Scott, Smart, Stowe, Sumner, Thrall, 

Vrooman, Waite, Walters, Webb, Whitmarsh, Worden 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Larry Johnson, Blueback Base Secretary 

A Husband is Down in Aisle 5 

A husband and wife are shopping in their local supermarket. 

The husband picks up a case of Budweiser and puts it in their 

cart. "What do you think you're doing?" asks the wife. 

"They're on sale, only $10 for 24 cans" he replies. "Put them 

back, we can't afford them" demands the wife, and they carry 

on shopping. A few aisles farther on, the woman picks up a 

$20 jar of face cream and puts it in the basket. "What do you 

think you're doing?" asks the husband. "It's my face cream. It 

makes me look beautiful," replies the wife. Her husband says: 

"So does 24 cans of Budweiser and it's half the price." 

That's him on Aisle 5. 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — SOME GAVE ALL” 
 

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the year 

Lost Boats July 

USS S-28 (SS-133)   

Lost on July 4,1944 with the loss of 49 crew members. She was conducting training exercises off Hawaii with the US Coast 

Guard Cutter Reliance. After S-28 dove for a practice torpedo approach, Reliance lost contact. No 

distress signal or explosion was heard. Two days later, an oil slick was found near where S-28. The 

exact cause of her loss remains a mystery  

Class: SS S  

 Commissioned: 12/13/1923  

 Launched: 9/20/1922  

 Builder: Fore River Shipbuilding Co  

 Length: 219, Beam: 22  

 Officers: 4, Enlisted: 34  

 Fate: Brief contact with S-28 was made and lost. All attempts to establish communications 

failed. A Court of Inquiry was unable to determine the cause of the loss of S-28. 50 men lost. 

USS Robalo (SS-273)   

Lost on July 26,1944 with the loss of 81 crew members while on her 3rd war patrol. She struck a mine about 2 miles off the 

coast of Palawan. Four men survived and swam ashore, then were imprisoned by the Japanese. Un-

fortunately, they were put on a Japanese destroyer and lost when that destroyer was sunk. 

Class: SS 212  

 Commissioned: 9/28/1943  

 Launched: 3/9/1943  

 Builder: Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co  

 Length: 311, Beam: 27  

 Officers: 6, Enlisted: 54  

 Fate: Sunk by Japanese mine in South China Sea 26 July 1944. 78 lost, 4 more lost in captivity. 

USS Grunion (SS-216) 

Lost on July 30,1942 with the loss of 70 crew members while on her first war patrol near Kiska 
Harbor. She radioed that she sank two sub-chasers and damaged a third, but was never heard from 
again. Grunion’s mangled remains were found in the Bering Sea in 2006 off the Aleutian Island of 

Kiska. 

Class: SS 212  

 Commissioned: 4/11/1942  

 Launched: 12/22/1941  

 Builder: Electric Boat Co (General Dynamics)  

 Length: 312, Beam: 27  

 Officers: 6, Enlisted: 54  

 Fate: Ordered back to Dutch Harbor after reporting intense ASW activity off Kiska (Aleutians).Grunion was never 

heard from nor seen again. Reported overdue, assumed lost with all hands 5 Oct 1942. Probably lost Aug 1942. 70 men 

lost. 
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Van T. Barfoot died at the age of 92  
 March 2, 2012. 

Remember the guy who wouldn't take the flag pole down on his Virginia property a 
while back? You might remember the news story several months ago about a crotchety 
old man in Virginia who defied his local Homeowners Association, and refused to take 
down the flagpole on his property along with the large American flag he flew on it. 
 

Now we learn who that old man was. 
 
On June 15, 1919, Van T. Barfoot was born in Edinburg , Texas . That probably didn't 
make news back then.  
 
But twenty-five years later, on May 23, 1944, near Carano, Italy, that same Van T. Bar-
foot, who had in 1940 enlisted in the U.S. Army, set out alone to flank German machine 
gun positions from which gunfire was raining down on his fellow soldiers.  
 
His advance took him through a minefield but having done so, he proceeded to single-
handedly take out three enemy machine gun positions, returning with 17 prisoners 
of war. 
And if that weren't enough for a day's work, he later took on and destroyed three Ger-

man tanks sent to retake the machine gun positions. 
 
That probably didn't make much news either, given the scope of the war, but it did earn 

Van T. Barfoot, who retired as a Colonel after also serving in Korea and Vietnam , a 
well deserved Congressional Medal of Honor 
 
What did make news... was his Neighborhood Association's quibble with how the 90-

year-old veteran chose to fly the American flag outside his suburban Virginia home. 
Seems the HOA rules said it was OK to fly a flag on a house-mounted bracket, but, for 
decorum, items such as Barfoot's 21-foot flagpole were "unsuitable". 
 
Van Barfoot had been denied a permit for the pole, but erected it anyway and was facing court action unless he agreed to take it 

down. Then the HOA story made national TV, and the Neighborhood Association rethought its position and agreed to indulge 
this aging hero who dwelt among them. 
"In the time I have left", he said to the Associated Press, "I plan to continue to fly the 

American flag without interference." As well he should. And if any of his neighbors had 
taken a notion to contest him further, they might have done well to read his Medal of 
Honor citation first. Seems it indicates Mr. Van Barfoot wasn't particularly good at back-
ing down. 
 
This 1944 Medal of Honor citation, listed with the National Medal of Honor Society, is 

for Second Lieutenant Van T. Barfoot, 157th Infantry, 45th Infantry: 
 

WE ONLY LIVE IN THE LAND OF THE FREE BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE! 

AND, BECAUSE OF OLD MEN LIKE VAN BARFOOT! 
*************************************************** 

This photo of Al Durkee was taken at 

the last Blueback Base meeting.  He is 

the acting WD-4 District Commander 

and is running to be elected to that po-

sition. Welcome on board. 

***************** 

On Saturday, June 22, there was a gathering to commemo-

rate a pair of auspicious birthdays - Hal and Zora Schumock 

celebrated their 90th birthdays with family and friends and 

neighbors at a luncheon by their five children. Included in the 

group were Tudor Davis and son, Fred; Frank Palmer and 

wife, Susan; and Bob Lee and wife, Donna,  from the old  

Logger chapter of US Sub Vets of WWII. Hal had suffered a 

fall the day before so he was doing wheelies in his mobile 

chair. Zora was her usual gracious self. Both have been very 

active in former years with the Logger chapter, and the asso-

ciated Splinters (ladies group). Both of the pair are prime ex-

amples of a loving and witty generation that will continue to 

brighten the world for a long time to come. 

Real seasickness is not when you're afraid you'll die, but 
when you're afraid you'll live. 

 

The most dangerous thing known to man - an officer with a 
map. 

No-one makes Chief’s, they are produced in Petrie dishes - 

like all bacteria. 
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Binnacle List 

 
Kathy Vrooman started her chemo and has 3 more ses-

sions. She is feeling good and  doing well. 
Ed Stowe is doing well and is waiting for his next PSA 

test, the last one was negative, and he is feeling good   
Dennis Solheim’s surgery has been re-scheduled for July 

11th, otherwise he is feeling good. 
Hal Schumock  took a slight tumble a few days ago and 

possibly cracked some ribs, but other wise he’s doing well. 
Ron Collins had his back surgery  on June 3 and was in 

the hospital for about a week then to a  recovery center for 
about 2 weeks and finally went home the 21st of this month. 
He is doing fair and will take about 3 months before he is 
able to get up and around. 

Herb Herman is still in Phoenix, AZ hospital ICU De-
partment and is due to move to Skilled Nursing Care. If eve-
rything works out he hopes to return home to Washington in 
a few weeks. 

Dennis Smith had a full knee replaced and is recovering 
and is back at work.  

Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in our 
thoughts and prayers as we go forward  each day  

***************************** 

Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

July: 

11th — Base Meeting  No Chow 

August:  

10th—Blueback Base Annual Picnic – Short Meeting 

September: 

12th — Base Meeting 

October: 

10th — Base Meeting — Chow 

13th — Navy 238th Birthday 

November:  

Veterans Day Parade — date to be announced 

14th — Base Meeting 

December:  

Blueback Annual Christmas Dinner  — date to be an-

nounced  

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

*********************Honor Flights********************* 

As most of you are aware, there is a group that is providing trips to Washington DC. For WWII veterans.  Any WWII veterans 

that have not been honored with this trip should make inquiries. . Refer to the following contact information for the Honor 

Flight program. The Western Washington State point of contact is: Jim and Renée Peavey. Their phone number is 

253-303-1130. Their email address is info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org The Eastern Washington point of contact is 

Tony Lamanna His phone number is 503-624-0222. His email address is request@inwhonorflight.org The Oregon 

State point of contact for Portland is: Eric Denser and his phone number is: (503) 367-7520 (Portland, OR) For more 

information you can go to the following website: WWW.honorflight.org  I recommend you go to that website and 

follow the links to download the applications for both the Military Veteran and the Guardian. Please let me know if 

you have anymore questions or need any assistance. The above information was provided by Tudor Davis and his Son 

Fred and I’m sure they would help if you have questions.  The Editor  

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

   

Support our Troops Support our Troops Support our Troops  

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-

ated by those who receive “care packages” from home. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111  

 Blueback Base Business Cards 

Anyone who needs additional cards, send a self addressed 

stamped envelope to: 

   Bob Sumner 

   109 Legacy Drive 

   Woodland, WA 98674 

I will send 10 cards at a time. 

******************************** 

tel:253-303-1130
mailto:info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org
tel:503-624-0222
mailto:request@inwhonorflight.org
tel:%28503%29%20367-7520
http://www.honorflight.org/
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Spain seeks US help to slim down overweight sub 
June 5, 2013, 12:34 p.m. PDT 

AP 

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — A new, Spanish-designed submarine has a weighty problem: The vessel is more than 70 

tons too heavy, and officials fear if it goes out to sea, it will not be able to surface. 

And a former Spanish official says the problem can be traced to a miscalculation — someone apparently put a deci-

mal point in the wrong place. 

"It was a fatal mistake," said Rafael Bardaji, who until recently was director of the Office of Strategic Assessment at 

Spain's Defense Ministry. 

The Isaac Peral, the first in a new class of diesel-electric submarines, was nearly completed when engineers discov-

ered the problem. A U.S. Navy contractor in Connecticut, Electric Boat, has signed a deal to help the Spanish Defense 

Ministry find ways to slim down the 2,200-ton submarine. 

The agreement with Groton, Conn.-based Electric Boat calls for Spain to pay $14 million over three years for an as-

sessment of the problem with the S-80 submarine program and the scope of the work that would be required to correct 

it, the Spanish Defense Ministry said in a statement to The Associated Press. 

Bardaji, now a senior fellow with the Strategic Studies Group think tank in Madrid, said officials will review options 

provided by Electric Boat. But he said the preference has been to extend the length of the submarine's hull, perhaps by 

5 to 6 meters, to increase buoyancy. 

Otherwise, the weight of the submarine would have to be reduced, and he said the Spanish Navy would not want to 

compromise features such as the combat system or an air-independent propulsion system. 

The Isaac Peral, named for a 19th century Spanish submarine designer, is one of four vessels in the class that are in 

various stages of construction. The country has invested about $2.7 billion in the program. The first was scheduled to 

be delivered in 2015 but the Spanish state-owned shipbuilder, Navantia, has said the weight problems could cause de-

lays of up to two years. 

The 233-foot-long submarine will carry a crew of 32, along with eight special forces troops, and weapons systems for 

surface and anti-submarine warfare. 

The Defense Ministry said technical problems are normal for projects of this scale. 

"The technology challenges that these programs face during development are much more than simple calculations," 

the ministry said. "All the major military programs, especially submarines, have experienced delays and often have 

required the support of a technology partner." 

Bardaji said the problem was discovered in the second half of last year, and Navantia told defense officials that some-

body had apparently put a decimal point in the wrong place. 

"Apparently somebody in the calculations made a mistake in the very beginning and nobody paid attention to review 

the calculations," he said. 

Electric Boat, the primary contractor for the U.S. Navy's fleet of nuclear submarines, accepted the contract through a 

foreign military sales agreement between the American Navy and the Spanish Defense Ministry, the U.S. Naval Sea 

Systems Command announced this week. 

Electric Boat, a division of General Dynamic Corp., has helped other countries with their submarine programs. It be-

gan assisting with development of the Astute-class nuclear attack submarine for the British Royal Navy in 2003, and it 

is working under another foreign military sales agreement on Australia's Collins class of submarines. 

Associated Press writer Jorge Sainz contributed to this report from Madrid. 

EVERYONE!!!! 

I just wanted to send out a BIG thank you to all who contributed so much to our June meal. I heard really great comments and I 

think we had a very good turnout! 

We already have an offer to bring smoked pulled pork and sauce for the next meal in October. 

Ron and Joan Bell have graciously offered to provide the pork,,so we will just have the sides to bring.   

I want to thank Bob Jackson as well for providing the hamburgers,,he has been very generous in helping add to our party funds. 

Thanks again to everyone!!!     Joan & Virgie 
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American SSN Fleet Shrinks 

June 12, 2013: The U.S. Navy recently received the tenth of 30 Virginia class SSNs (nuclear attack sub). The Minne-

sota (SSN 783) arrived 11 months ahead of schedule and is the last of ten Block II Virginias. Five years ago the navy 

got its fifth Virginia eight months ahead of schedule and under budget as well. The Virginia’s are taking 5-6 years to 

build and are arriving at the rate of one a year. That will increase to one or two a year in order to replace the aging Los 

Angeles class boats.  

The Virginias cost about $2.2 billion each. They displace 7,800 tons and are 114.9 meters (377 feet) long and 10.36 

meters (34 feet) wide. Top speed is over 50 kilometers an hour, max depth is more than 250 meters (over 800 feet). 

The Virginians are armed with Tomahawk cruise missiles (in 12 vertical launching tubes) and four 53.3 cm (21 inch) 

torpedo tubes that can fire MK 48 torpedoes or naval mines.  

More important are the large number of electronic systems carried. These make the Virginias more difficult to detect, 

which enables these subs to be more effective at espionage and scouting. The electronics can also quickly detect and 

identify incoming torpedoes and rapidly use countermeasures. The passive (listen only) sonar system is backed by a 

huge library of sounds. Virginias are also designed to operate in shallow waters and carry a SEAL Delivery Vehicle 

(sort of a mini sub for getting SEALs ashore) outside the sub. With a dozen or so SEALs on board a Virginia will be 

carrying nearly 150 people.  

Virginia’s nuclear reactors are the new type that does not have to be refueled, having sufficient nuclear material to 

last 33 years. The reactors generate enough heat to provide 40,000 horsepower, as well as ample electricity for all the 

electronics. The block II models used less costly construction techniques, while the eight Block III boats will have 

some design changes and new technology.  

The U.S. currently has three classes of SSN. Most are the 6,900 ton Los Angeles-class SSNs. Sixty-two of these sub-

marines were built and 41 are still in service. Armed with four 53.3 cm torpedo tubes, they carry twenty-six weapons 

for those tubes (either the Mk 48 torpedoes or BGM-109 Tomahawk cruise missiles). The last 31 Los Angeles-class 

SSNs added the Mk 45 vertical-launch system (VLS), which carries another twelve Tomahawks. If built today these 

late model Los Angeles class boats would cost about $1.5 billion each. The first of these entered service in 1976, and 

the last one in 1996. These boats can last 30-35 years before they must be retired or undergo extensive (over half a 

billion dollars worth) of refurbishment and refueling. This can take 4-5 years and will keep the sub going for another 

10-15 years. But there’s barely enough money to keep building Virginias and no time or cash to refurb elderly Los 

Angeles class boats. The American SSN fleet will shrink over the next two decades by at least a dozen boats (from 55 

to under 45). 

Twenty-nine 9,000 ton Seawolf-class SSNs were supposed to replace the Los Angeles boats but Seawolf proved too 

expensive. Only three were built. The Seawolf was designed for the Cold War, carrying fifty weapons (torpedoes, 

cruise missiles, or Harpoon anti-ship missiles) for its eight 660 mm (26-inch) torpedo tubes. Seawolf was fast (top 

speed of over 60 kilometers an hour) and much quieter than the Los Angeles boats. To replace the un-built Seawolfs 

the Virginia-class was designed. Think of it as a Los Angeles size hull with a lot of Seawolf technology installed. The 

Virginia class boats ended up costing about half as much as the Seawolf. But that was largely possible because the 

Virginias used a lot of the new technology developed for Seawolf.  

******************************************************* 

The War Against Invisibility 
June 26, 2013: The U.S. Navy has been secretive about how effective it has become in detecting non-nuclear subma-

rines. That discretion is necessary to prevent the enemy from fixing any vulnerabilities they are exploiting. The quiet-

ness of modern diesel-electric boats puts nuclear subs and surface ships at a serious disadvantage, especially in coastal 

waters. This is a big problem for the United States, which went to an all nuclear submarine fleet half a century ago. 

While the nuclear sub is the most effective high seas vessel, especially if you have worldwide responsibilities and 

these nukes would have to quickly move long distances to get to the troubled waters, the diesel electric boat, operating 

on batteries in coastal waters, is quieter and harder to find. For over a decade the U.S. Navy has been trying to get an 

idea of just how bad the threat is and developing technologies and tactics to deal with it. This was part of a larger 

ASW (anti-submarine warfare) effort that began in the 1990s, to deal with post-Cold War submarine threat. A major 

part of this effort is using state-of-the-art non-nuclear subs to practice on.  
(Continued on Page 8) 
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(The War Against Invisibility Continued From Page 7) 
 

Thus from 2005 to 2007 the United States leased a Swedish sub (Sweden only has five subs in service) and its crew, 

to help American anti-submarine forces get a better idea of what they were up against. This Swedish boat was a 

"worst case" scenario, an approach that is preferred for training. The Gotland class Swedish subs involved are small 

(1,500 tons, 64.5 meters/200 feet long) and have a crew of only 25. The Gotland was based in San Diego, along with 

three dozen civilian technicians to help with maintenance.  

For many years before the Gotland arrived, the U.S. Navy had trained against Australian diesel-electric subs and of-

ten came out second. The Gotland has one advantage over the Australian boats because of its AIP (Air-Independent 

Propulsion) system (which allows it to stay under water, silently, for several weeks at a time). Thus the Gotland was 

something of a worst case in terms of what American surface ships and submarines might have to face in a future na-

val war. Since the Gotland experiments the U.S. has borrowed other AIP subs for further work in refining detection 

methods. None of America's most likely naval opponents (China, North Korea, or Iran), except China, has built some 

AIP boats yet. These three nations have plenty of diesel-electric subs which, in the hands of skilled crews, can be 

pretty deadly. China is making an effort to create experienced and well trained crews.  

Based on the experience with Australian, Swedish, German, and other subs, the U.S. Navy has been developing new 

anti-submarine tactics and equipment. All this is done in secret, obviously. But apparently the modern, quiet diesel 

electric boats continue to be a major threat to U.S. surface warships and subs. Meanwhile, potential enemies build 

more of their cheaper and higher quality diesel-electric boats and train their crews by having them stalk actual war-

ships (including U.S. ones). The subs are getting more numerous, while U.S. defenses are limping along because of 

the sheer technical problems of finding quiet diesel-electric boats in coastal waters.  

The U.S. has found that, given current sensor (sonar, magnetic, heat, chemical) technology it is possible to detect 

very quiet diesel-electric and AIP subs. To do this required many small tweaks to existing sensors. AIP boats, in par-

ticular, were found to have many vulnerabilities. The AIP technology generated more noise and heat than just using 

batteries. The more the U.S. studied AIP subs in operation the more ways they found these subs could be detected. It 

is known that the passive (listen only) sonar systems in the new Virginia class SSNs (nuclear attack sub) were 

tweaked to better find diesel-electric and AIP boats.  

Despite keeping most of the details secret, some potential targets of these new ASW capabilities realized the danger 

they were in. One reason China wants to keep American naval forces out of their economic zone (370 kilometers 

from the coast, an area which does not bar foreign warships) is so that Chinese diesel electric subs can train without 

being stalked by American subs, surface ships, and aircraft looking for realistic practice tracking Chinese boats. At 

the same time the U.S. Navy has lost the full use of its most effective underwater anti-submarine training area (a well 

mapped and instrumented area off southern California) because environmentalist activists have convinced judges that 

the use of active sonar in this training area is harmful to some species of aquatic animals. So going after potential tar-

gets off their coasts is more important than ever.  

There are 39 nations operating a total of 400 diesel electric subs. Only three of these nations (China, Iran, North Ko-

rea) are likely to use their subs against the U.S. or its allies. China has fifty of these boats, Iran has three (plus 25 

much smaller mini-subs), and North Korea has 20 (plus 50 much smaller mini-subs). So the U.S. has to worry about 

73 diesel electric subs and 75 mini-subs. But about half the full size subs are elderly, obsolete, and noisy. The same 

can be said for at least half the mini-subs. That leaves about 36 full size subs and 40 mini-subs that are a clear threat 

(though the older stuff can be a threat if you get sloppy). That’s a lot of subs, and they make the East Asian coast and 

the Persian Gulf dangerous places for American warships.  

Moreover, the North Korean and Iranian fleets (and governments) are in decline, while China is pouring more cash 

into their armed forces. If there’s any diesel-electric boats the U.S. Navy has to be extremely concerned about, it’s the 

Chinese. While China continues to try and develop world class nuclear subs, they are also moving ahead in creating 

world class diesel electric boats. 

Never argue with an idiot - people watching may not be able to tell the difference  

****************************************** 

Problems that go away by themselves will come back by themselves. 
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War veteran celebrates 100th birthday 
 

The Smoky Mountain Submarine Veterans and other organizations celebrated the 

100th birthday of Chief Charley Tom Odom. Odom was born April 18, 1913 in 

Memphis, Tenn. As a young man during the depression dropping out of school he 

worked as a grease monkey to help support his family. At twenty years of age, 

Odom enlisted in the Navy.  

He attended Machinist Mate schools and was assigned to the USS S-1, an old 

WW1 submarine. He served under Lieutenant Junior Grade Hyman Rickover who 

would one day become the “Father of the Nuclear Navy”. Odom separated from the 

Navy in 1940 working as a railroad roundhouse foreman and earning his Chief En-

gineer Merchant Marine license.  

He married a nursing graduate from the University of Tennessee Memphis and 

Red Cross Army Reserve. At the start of WWII Odom declined an offer to be a 

Merchant Marine Lieutenant on the Murmansk run to re-enlist in the Navy. Charlie 

put the USS Billfish SS-286 into commission overseeing construction of the diesels 

to be installed on the submarine. Odom at 29 years of age was referred to as “The 

Old Chief” by a crew of officers and enlisted men who averaged 21 years of age. 

Odom earned a Navy Citation for extraordinary service as the Chief Engineman of the USS Billfish for his actions 

that contributed in the survival of the submarine. The second war patrol of the USS Billfish is documented in Don 

Keith’s book “War Beneath the Waves”. He went on to serve on a number of submarines and after the war taught at 

the US Navy Submarine School.  

In 1956 Odom retired from the Navy. With a degree from the University of Tennessee Knoxville he taught Air Con-

ditioning and Refrigeration at Fulton Comprehensive High School until he retired again in 1976. 

Odom went on mission to South America helping to build a school in one country and a church in another at the age 

of 83. Before he became a resident of the Ben Atchley Veterans home a couple of years ago he swam six days a 

week, went ball room dancing and drove himself everywhere and after more than twenty years of Spanish lessons 

started to teach a class. 

At his party Odom was presented a number of honors and gifts. Tennessee State representative Roger Kane pre-

sented a proclamation honoring Odom’s service and a Centenarian Certificate from the State of Tennessee. Knox 

County Mayor Tim Burchett presented him a Proclamation declaring April 8 Charley Odom day. The Knoxville Fleet 

Reserve Association presented Charley a flag in a shadow box that was flown over the USS Missouri, the USS Ne-

vada, and the USS bowfin one day each in charley’s name.  

Odom’s Masonic lodge presented a certificate of appreciation and the Smoky Mountain Submarine Veterans pre-

sented Charley with a quilt from “Quilts of Valor” decorated with the ships patches of the submarines he served on 

and logos of the submarine veterans organizations he belonged to.  

This story is contributed by a member of the Knoxville community and is neither endorsed nor affiliated with Knoxville News Sentinel 

******************************************************************************** 

SPAGHETTI LOVE STORY 
For several years, a man was having an affair with an Italian woman. One night, she confided in him that she was pregnant. 

Not wanting to ruin his reputation or his marriage, he said he would pay her a large sum of money if she would go to Italy to 

secretly have the child. Furthermore, if she stayed in Italy to raise the child, he would also provide child support until the child 

turned 18. She agreed, but asked how he would know when the baby was born. To keep it discreet, he told her to simply mail 

him a post card, and write 'Spaghetti' on the back. He would then arrange for the child support payments to begin. 

One day, about 9 months later, he came home to his confused wife. 'Honey, she said, 'you received a very strange post card to-

day.' 'Oh, just give it to me and I'll explain it later,' he said. The wife obeyed and watched as her husband read the card, turned 

white, and fainted. On the card was written! 

Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Spaghetti.  

Three with meatballs, two without.  Send extra sauce. 
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Australia 
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining 49 letters spell a secret message. 

ADELAIDE 

AUSSIE 

BEACHES 

BOOMERANG 

BRISBANE 

CANBERRA 

COMMONWEALTH 

CONTINENT 

CORAL SEA 

CROCODILES 

DESERTS 

 

DIDGERIDOO 

DINGO 

DOWN UNDER 

EMUS 

EUCALYPTUS TREES 

HUGH JACKMAN 

KANGAROO 

KEITH URBAN 

KOALA 

KOOKABURRA 

KYLIE MINOGUE 

 

MARSUPIALS 

MELBOURNE 

MONARCHY 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

NICOLE KIDMAN 

OCEANS 

OUTBACK 

PARLIAMENT 

PERTH 

PLATYPUS 

PRIME MINISTER 

 

QUEENSLAND 

RAINFORESTS 

RUSSELL CROWE 

SEAFOOD 

SHRIMP 

SURFING 

SYDNEY 

TASMANIA 

VEGEMITE 

VICTORIA 

WOMBAT 

 

June hidden message is: ORANGE JUICE 


