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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

A short meeting will be held at 

Clackamette county park on 

Saturday 10 August 2013. 

11:00 AM 

 

This is our annual Blueback Base 

Picnic.  

Directions on page 6. 

Hope you all can come and bring a dish of some sort, 

like salads, deserts, casserole , etc. 

Come one come  all  

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — August 2013 — # 230 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Commander’s Corner  

 

I try to attend Memorial Services at The Willamette National 

Cemetery each month on the fourth Thursday at 1400. This 

month I was particularly struck by the Chaplin’s remarks 

about our attendance as Veterans. The remarks are just as 

meaningful for us SubVets as they were for those Vets at-

tending the Memorial Service. The Chaplain said we were 

there because of a “Promise”. Now that’s a word that gets 

bantered around a lot…’I promise you this….I promise  

you that’! Remember the promises made to us by “Uncle 

Sam” when we were enlisting? How many of those were 

kept. How many promises to our kids did we make and inad-

vertently didn’t keep? The Chaplin pointed out we were there 

because we promised our Shipmates we would be there for 

them, fire flood or mud we would be there! That’s what we 

do each fourth Thursday of the month….we are there to re-

member our fellow Vets who made the same promises we 

made but they need us to be there for them now. The first 

seven words of the USSVI Creed “ To perpetuate the mem-

ory of our shipmates….” is the promise you and I have made. 

I for one do not intend to break my promise, how about you? 

As you enjoy the summer and the Base picnic take a moment 

and remember….. 

 

Fair winds and following seas 

 

Ray Lough 

 

Blueback Base 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETINGS MINUTES 
(Continued) 

We need someone to bring the corn since Clive Waite won't 

be here. (Bob Jackson spoke up and said he would get the 

corn)  Les is doing his usual fine job of BBQ. Be sure to bring 

your favorite side dishes. The Base will be providing the soda 

pop this year. 

Old Business: Bill and Dave were checking on having a new 

banner made to use in parades and such. Bill says the bid was 

for $2690. That is for a banner 30" high 6' long.  The cost be-

ing so high is because of the number of colors used in the 

Blueback Logo. The next bid was for $1480. There was a lot 

of discussion on this subject which went on for about 30 min-

utes. The final outcome was to leave the matter open and 

more info gather by various members to be taken up again at 

the Sept. Meeting 

Ray auctioned off a framed poster which was purchased for 

$30. 

1940 50/50  Break 10 Minutes 

The Veterans Day Parade in Vancouver was discussed and it 

was determined that we are going. Ray says we need another 

member to pull the trailer in the parade this year. He has 

pulled it for many of years and will not be doing it this year. 

Collie has volunteered to pull the trailer so that matter is taken 

care of. 

Stu Crosby will no longer be COB and Dave Vrooman will be 

taking his place. 

Bob Lee reported about the bricks and Beaverton Memorial 

Park. The Bureaucracy moves very slow with many people 

and departments involved, Bob is staying on top of it as best 

he can. More to come later. 

50/50 Drawing  Winner: Bob Sumner who graciously do-

nated it back to the Base. 

Meeting Adjourned !! 

Sailing List: Agler, Bryan, Carneau, Collins, Corbett, Crosby, 

Curtis, Duncan, Gatchel. Jackson, Johnson, Lough, McCo-

miskey, S. Musa, W. Musa, Savage, Scott, Smith, Stowe, 

Sumner, Thornhill, Tzevelekos, Vrooman, Walters, Webb 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Larry Johnson, Blueback Base Secretary 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

07/11/2013 

1900-- Meeting called to order by Commander-- Ray Lough 

Invocation-- Chaplin 

Pledge of allegiance led by-- Ray Lough 

Tolling of the Boats; for the July lost boats 

Moment of silence for our lost shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed-- Ray Lough 

Introductions by all 

Secretary's report: Ray discussed Groton Base situation. 

Remember the annual base picnic on Aug 10th. 11:00 AM 

Treasurer's report: Nothing at this time 

Commander's report: I've been on a re-union trip to Denver, 

CO area. It was hotter than the gates of Hades. passed out sev-

eral applications to some of my Calhoun shipmates who really 

weren't aware of USSVI. 

Ray discussed the situation at Groton Base and what was go-

ing on just to keep everyone informed of what's happening 

there. 

Next month is our annual picnic. I won't be here but Bob 

Jackson will be filling in.  

(Continued Next Column) 

 
REITA  HOUGHTON is celebrating Her 100th birthday in Au-

gust . An event was planned at the Masonic Lodge but was 
cancelled as Reita didn't think it was necessary. But you who 
know & remember her or her Husband Glenn Houghton , Sub 
Vet of WWII ,Tilefish & Nautilus (the Old one) & from the OLD 
OLD NAVY  & members of Oregon Chapter for many a moon, 
you can wish her a Happy Birthday via card or in the Sani-
tary.  Her Address is 5508 St. James Road   Vancouver , 
Wa.  98663-1472 Glen & Reita were stalwarts in the Chapter 
for many , many  Years. . Please remember Reita in your 
Prayers & or Card. No Visitors at this time unless you have a 
personal invite from the Family.  Respectfully Submitted Tudor 
(You can add Betty's name if you wish. She and Reita were 

great friends.)         Happy Birthday Reita 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — SOME GAVE ALL” 
 

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the year 

USS Bullhead (SS-332)   

Lost on August 6,1945 with the loss of 84 crew members in the Lombok Strait while on her 3rd war patrol 

when sunk by a depth charge dropped by a Japanese Army p lane. Bullhead was the last submarine lost during 

WWII. 

 

USS Flier (SS-250) 

Lost on August 13,1944, with the loss of 78 crew members while on her 2nd war patrol. Flier was transiting 

on the surface when she was rocked by a massive explosion (probably a mine) and sank within less than a 

minute. 13 survivors, some injured, made it into the water and swam to shore. 8 survived and 6 days later 

friendly natives guided them to a Coast Watcher and they were evacuated by the USS Redfin. 

 

USS S-39 (SS-144)   

Lost on August 14,1942 after grounding on a reef south while on her 3rd war patrol. The entire crew was able 

to get off and rescued by the HMAS Katoomba. 

 

 

 

USS Harder (SS-257)   

Lost on August 24,1944 with the loss of 79 crew members from a depth charge attack by a minesweeper near 

Bataan while on her 6th war patrol. Harder had won a Presidential Unit Citation for her first 5 war patrols and 

CDR Dealey was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously. Harder is tied for 9th in the num-

ber of enemy ships sunk. 

 

 

USS Cochino (SS-345) 

Lost on August 26, 1949 after being jolted by a violent polar gale off Norway caused an electrical fire and 

battery explosion that generated hydrogen and chlorine gasses. In extremely bad weather, men of Cochino and 

Tusk (SS-426) fought to save the submarine for 14 hours. After a 2nd battery explosion, Abandon Ship was 

ordered and Cochino sank. Tusk's crew rescued all of Cochino's men except for one civilian engineer. Six sail-

ors from Tusk were lost during the rescue  

 

USS Pompano (SS-181) 

Lost on August 29, 1943 (between Aug 8 and Sept 27) with the loss of 77 men while on her 7th war patrol. 

Before being lost, she sank two enemy cargo ships. The exact cause of her loss remains unknown, but she 

probably fell victim to a mine. This boat's last known ship sunk happened on Sept 25th, so she probably hit that 

mine on or after that date but before Oct 5th, when she was scheduled back at Midway. 
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German Subs: Sunken WWI U-Boats a Bonanza for Historians 

British archaeologists recently discovered more than 40 German U-boats sunk dur-

ing World War I off the coast of England. Now they are in a race against time to 

learn the secrets hidden in their watery graves. 

On the old game show "What's My Line?" Briton Mark Dunkley might have been described with the following words: "He does 

what many adventurers around the world can only dream of doing."  

Dunkley is an underwater archeologist who dives for lost treasures. His most recent discoveries were anything if not eerie. 

On the seafloor along the southern and eastern coasts of the UK, Dunkley and three other divers have found one of the largest 

graveyards in the world's oceans, with 41 German and three English submarines from World War I. Most of the submarines 

sank with their crews still on board, causing many sailors to die in horrific ways, either by drowning or suffocating in the 

cramped and airtight submarines. 

Several U-boats with the German Imperial Navy are still considered missing today. Lists provide precise details on which of the 

U-boats the German naval forces had lost by the time the war ended in November 1918. 

But it was completely unclear what had happened, for example, to UB 17, a sub crewed by 21 men under the command of naval 

Lieutenant Albert Branscheid. Neither was it clear where the 27-member crew of UC 21 -- a minelayer commanded by naval 

Lieutenant Werner von Zerboni di Sposetti -- had perished. 

Securing British and German Heritage  

But now things have changed. 

Dunkley and his team of divers found UB 17 off England's east coast, near the county of Suffolk. UC 21 sank nearby. The fate 

of many other submarines, especially those that had suddenly disappeared in the last two years of the war, can now be consid-

ered known. 

All of the sunken U-boats are relatively close to the coast, at depths of no more than 15 meters (about 50 feet). The diving arche-

ologists will undoubtedly find the remains of sailors with the German Imperial Navy inside the wrecks. In the language of ar-

cheology, such finds are referred to as "disaster samples." In any case, the divers will be searching for signs of the crewmembers 

that died inside the U-boats. 

"We owe it to these people to tell their story," says Dunkley. He works for English Heritage, a public body that is part of the 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport. Its primary mission is to secure Britain's cultural heritage. 

The British could see it as a peculiar irony of history that these measures are now benefiting the heritage of their former enemy. 

Since the Germans attacked civilian targets in World War I, British propaganda derisively referred to the submarines as "baby 

killers." 

"Many have forgotten how successful the German U-boat fleet was for a time," says Dunkley -- an assessment that is by no 

means intended to glorify the German attacks. In fact, one of the goals of the most recent English Heritage project is to remind 

people that, although they might be more familiar with submarine warfare from World War II, the ships also caused consider-

able devastation in the previous world war.  

A Slowly Embraced Weapon  

Indeed, it had practically vanished from popular memory that the Germans caused great losses to their main enemy, Great Brit-

ain, in World War I through targeted torpedo strikes against the British Merchant Navy. At the beginning of the war, there were 

only 28 U-boats under the supreme command of Kaiser Wilhelm II, a tiny number compared to the Allied fleet. 

At first, many political decision-makers in Berlin were unclear about exactly how the military devices, which were still novel at 

the time, could be used. Grand Admiral Alfred von Tirpitz had such a low opinion of the importance of the steel diving vessels 

that he even referred to them as a "secondary weapon." 

An operations order signed by Kaiser Wilhelm on July 30, 1914 also assigned a secondary role to the U-boats at first. Under the 

order, they were to be used primarily to engage hostile ships in naval battles with the Imperial High Seas Fleet, which had been 

upgraded at considerable cost. 

But after a German U-boat sank three English armored cruisers, an unbridled enthusiasm erupted in the German Empire for this 

still relatively untested form of naval warfare. A large number of volunteers signed up for submarine duty, even though serving 

in the cramped cabins was practically a suicide mission at the time, especially in comparison with the types of underwater ves-

sels used in World War II and, even more so, today's submarines. 

 

(Continued on Page 7) 

http://www.spiegel.de/international/topic/united_kingdom/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/topic/world_war_one/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/topic/world_war_ii/
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Binnacle List 

 
Kathy Vrooman started her chemo and has 1or 2 more 

sessions. She is feeling good and  doing well. 
 

Dennis Solheim is home after surgery and doing well.  
 
Ron Collins had his back surgery  on June 3, is up and 

about and doing great. Hopes to make the picnic if feeling 
ok. 

 
 Herb Herman is still in Phoenix, AZ. He should be able 

to go home to their Phoenix home today (august 1st) and he 
will have to be monitored for a while before they can return 
to their Washington home.  

 
Georgia Waite  was in the hospital for test and is now 

home resting. 
 
Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in 

our thoughts and prayers as we go forward  each day  

***************************** 

Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

August:  

10th—Blueback Base Annual Picnic  11:00 AM– Short 

Meeting , Directions on Page 6 

September: 

12th — Base Meeting 

October: 

10th — Base Meeting — Chow 

13th — Navy 238th Birthday 

November:  

Veterans Day Parade — date to be announced 

14th — Base Meeting 

December:  

Blueback Annual Christmas Dinner  — date to be an-

nounced  

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

*********************Honor Flights********************* 

As most of you are aware, there is a group that is providing trips to Washington DC. For WWII veterans.  Any WWII veterans 

that have not been honored with this trip should make inquiries. . Refer to the following contact information for the Honor 

Flight program. The Western Washington State point of contact is: Jim and Renée Peavey. Their phone number is 

253-303-1130. Their email address is info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org The Eastern Washington point of contact is 

Tony Lamanna His phone number is 503-624-0222. His email address is request@inwhonorflight.org The Oregon 

State point of contact for Portland is: Eric Denser and his phone number is: (503) 367-7520 (Portland, OR) For more 

information you can go to the following website: WWW.honorflight.org  I recommend you go to that website and 

follow the links to download the applications for both the Military Veteran and the Guardian. Please let me know if 

you have anymore questions or need any assistance. The above information was provided by Tudor Davis and his son 

Fred and I’m sure they would help if you have questions.  The Editor  

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

   

Support our Troops Support our Troops Support our Troops  

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-

butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-

stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-

ated by those who receive “care packages” from home. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 

(360) 546-1111  

 Blueback Base Business Cards 

Anyone who needs additional cards, send a self addressed 

stamped envelope to: 

   Bob Sumner 

   109 Legacy Drive 

   Woodland, WA 98674 

I will send 10 cards at a time. 

******************************** 

tel:253-303-1130
mailto:info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org
tel:503-624-0222
mailto:request@inwhonorflight.org
tel:%28503%29%20367-7520
http://www.honorflight.org/
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Map and Directions for Blueback Picnic August 10th, 

2013 

Coming from I 205  North or South take exit #9, to 

Mcloughlin Blvd. Head north on McLaughlin Blvd. to 

Dunes Drive on the west side of McLaughlin Blvd. Take 

Dunes Drive to Clackamette Drive, this will take you to 

the entrance of the park, turn left into the park and our 

area is on your right just as you enter the park.  You 

might want to bring folding chairs, there are benches but 

they fill up. See you at the picnic. 

MAP 

(Piano Continued) 

Cold War Sub Piano Part of New Museum 

 Exhibit  
 

Lt. John G. "Black Jack" Fletcher, the Blue Crew's assistant 

weapons officer with the collateral duties as first lieutenant in 

charge of deck seamanship remembered, "About a month 

before launching the Edison, the shipyard was preparing to 

weld shut the large hull openings left open in the pressure 

hull to move large equipment into the ship. One of these 

openings was topside centerline just forward of the sail."  

 

Capt. Cy Young told him he wanted a piano aboard, and that 

Fletcher would be in charge of loading it. With that, the cap-

tain proceeded to New York City and struck a deal with the 

Steinway Company, buying the famous piano new for 

$1,500.  

 

"It was a beauty, nary a scratch on its finish," said Fletcher, 

but he was concerned. He was not about to be the first one to 

mar the piano, and so to prevent this, a special stainless steel 

felt lined box was made for it.  

 

Later, on a second shift (where questions were less likely to 

be asked), the piano box was quietly loaded through the hull 

opening down through the interior of the submarine, until it 

reached the forward bulkhead of the crew's mess. There, the 

box was inconspicuously kept until the submarine was closed 

up.  

 

The piano was then removed from the box when all of the 

crew's mess area was completed and strapped to the forward 

port bulkhead with stainless steel bands. Fortunately for 

Fletcher, no damage had occurred to the piano during its 

move.  

 

All this covert effort resulted in a unique form of entertain-

ment for the crew, particularly during the Mid-Patrol Proms. 

 

Now part of the artifact collection of the Naval Historical 

Center, the piano is being loaned out in return for a complete 

restoration. As part of the restoration, the Steinway Company 

has agreed to clean and restore the piano to its previous 

working condition by restringing it. They will also refinish it 

to the original black lacquered finish that at some point had 

been removed.  

 

"The Naval Historical Center welcomes the extensive resto-

ration of this unique artifact by its original maker," said Mark 

Wertheimer, Curator Branch. 

Cold War Sub Piano Part of New Museum 

 Exhibit  

 
WASHINGTON (NNS) -- The only full-size piano ever in-

stalled aboard a submarine conducting nuclear deterrent pa-

trols is scheduled to go on display this summer at the Stein-

way Company Museum in New York. The exhibit, celebrat-

ing the 150 years of the famous piano company, is scheduled 

to display a different piano for each decade. The Steinway 

Company felt that this piano was of huge importance because 

of the historical background and the interesting events that 

led to its placement on the boat.  

 

"We thought it would be a point of interest. Someone con-

tacted a dealer of the Steinway Company in Boston and told 

them about the piano. We felt that since there is a 150 years 

celebration and they are having a piano for each decade, we 

thought it would be very nice to have it on display," said 

John Patton, spokesman for Steinway & Sons. 

The piano had been on USS Thomas A. Edison (SSBN 610) 

from the sub's construction in 1961, until it was put out of 

commission in December 1983. Background information 

about the historic piano came from former crew members 

recalling it on the boat, and discussing the events that led up 

to it being there with representatives of the Steinway Com-

pany.                        (Continued Next Column)  
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(Continued from Page 4) German Subs 

 

The conditions inside the boats were claustrophobic and extremely hot. There were cases in which entire crews were wiped out 

when a torpedo misfired. Likewise, since aiming torpedoes was still such an imprecise science, the submarines had to come dan-

gerously close to enemy warships. And if spotted, they became easy prey: Early submarines moved through the water so slowly 

that enemy warships could easily take up pursuit and sink the attackers, either with depth charges or by ramming. In fact, some 

187, or almost half, of the 380 U-boats used by the German navy in World War I were lost. 

A Race Against Time  

Dunkley and his colleagues examine the wrecks with ultrasound sonar devices they wear on their wrists like watches. The de-

vices allow them to measure wall thickness and determine the extent to which corrosion has already eaten away at a ship's hull. 

Measures to secure the vessels are urgently needed, says Dunkley. Since the U-boat graveyard at sea is gradually disintegrating, 

time is of the essence for the archeologists. Under the strict guidelines of the UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Un-

derwater Cultural Heritage, the World War I wrecks sitting on the seafloor are currently not even considered archeological arti-

facts deserving special protection. 

The disintegrating war machines are currently just shy of the 100 years required to attain this status. For this reason, Dunkley's 

team is trying to wrest as many secrets as possible from the wrecks in the coming months. 

In cases where mines or torpedoes have torn large holes into the vessels, the archeologists can even peer inside. When this is not 

the case, robotic vehicles will cut open the hatches of the steel coffins and go inside. 

"We divers only approach the boats with great caution. Venturing inside would definitely be extremely dangerous," Dunkley 

says. 

It is hard to determine how almost a century of lying in place, as well as sedimentary deposits, have changed the structural integ-

rity of the wrecks. If a U-boat turns over as a result of the divers' movements, its narrow corridors could become deathtraps.  

The treatment of the crews' remains is also complicated. By law, the sites are considered inviolable gravesites. Nevertheless, the 

archeologists don't want to miss the opportunity to try to recover other signs of the erstwhile sailors in the underwater crypts. 

"Perhaps we'll find a cup or a sign with a name on it," Dunkley says. 

 

Attacking and Sinking in Groups  

The marine archeologists were struck by the fact that sometimes two or three German U-boats were found lying in close prox-

imity to one another. For historians, this serves as evidence of a certain German combat strategy in an especially drastic phase of 

the U-boat war. 

In February 1917, the Imperial Navy had altered its strategy and was now torpedoing and firing guns at British commercial 

ships on a large scale. The Royal Navy reacted by providing the freighters with warship escorts, as well as using airships and 

aircraft to spot enemy submarines from above. 

German military strategists devised a plan to break up these massive convoys: attacking the naval convoys with several U-boats 

at the same time. But the strategy was difficult to implement because it was very difficult to coordinate such complex maneu-

vers at the time. 

Historians are divided over whether the convoy system ultimately saved the United Kingdom from defeat or whether it was the 

United States' entry into the war on April 6, 1917.  

Before then, the British had relied on creativity to fend off U-boats and other enemy ships. The hulls of their own ships were 

painted with confusing patterns designed by artists at the Royal Academy in London. But there is no historical evidence to prove 

that this measure saved even a single ship from the German torpedoes. 

Translated from the German by Christopher Sultan 
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Medal of Honor Recipient Visits USS North Carolina 
PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii (NNS) -- Retired U.S. Army colonel, Vietnam War veteran and Medal of Honor recipient, Jack 

Howard Jacobs, and a group of distinguished guests who are in Hawaii for the National Medal of Honor Convention, visited the 

Virginia-class submarine USS North Carolina (SSN 777) for a tour Oct. 5 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 

 

"It's was an absolute honor to be able to show a true American hero around the boat, and talk to him about what the submarine 

force does and how we contribute to our country's missions." said Cmdr. Richard G. Rinehart, USS North Carolina commanding 

officer. "The crew came together. They understood the importance of this opportunity to show this group around, and they en-

joyed the chance to show them a little about the submarine force and what we do." 

 

During the tour, the crew of North Carolina explained the difference between Virginia-class submarines and other submarines, 

submerging and surfacing systems, and basic day-to-day operations on board.  

 

"Coming aboard a ship with the capability of the North Carolina is awe inspiring to me," said Jacobs. "It's hard to believe that 

only 150 Sailors can control this kind of firepower, and the projection of power around the globe. We are all very lucky to have 

the North Carolina on our side." 

 

During a battle on March 9, 1968, with the Viet Cong in Kien Phong Province in the Republic of Vietnam, Jacobs, then a 1st 

Lieutenant, assumed command of an allied company when his command group including his commanding officer took heavy 

casualties. He ordered a withdrawal from their exposed position and established a defensive perimeter. His Medal of Honor cita-

tion goes on to state, "Despite profuse bleeding from head wounds which impaired his vision, Capt. Jacobs, with complete disre-

gard for his safety, returned under intense fire to evacuate a seriously wounded advisor to the safety of a wooded area where he 

administered lifesaving first aid. He then returned through heavy automatic weapons fire to evacuate the wounded company 

commander.  

 

Capt. Jacobs made repeated trips across the fire-swept open rice paddies evacuating wounded and their weapons. On three sepa-

rate occasions, Capt. Jacobs contacted and drove off Viet Cong squads who were searching for allied wounded and weapons, 

single-handedly killing three and wounding several others. His gallant actions and extraordinary heroism saved the lives of one 

U.S. advisor and 13 allied soldiers. Through his effort the allied company was restored to an effective fighting unit and pre-

vented defeat of the friendly forces by a strong and determined enemy." 

 

In addition to the Medal of Honor, Jacobs also received two Silver Stars, three Bronze Stars, and two Purple Hearts.  

 

Jacobs, a military analyst with the cable news and information channel, MSNBC, continues to maintain involvement in several 

military-related organizations.  

 

He is the vice chairman of the Medal of Honor Foundation, a member of the board of trustees for the National World War II 

Museum and holds the McDermott Chair of Politics at the U.S. Military Academy. 

 

Following the tour, Jacobs spoke about the crew. 

 

"To see a ship where everyone is a well-oiled part of a very sophisticated machine and to recognize that they all work together in 

such a integrated and sophisticated way gives me a great deal of confidence," said Jacobs. 

 

Measuring 377 feet long and weighing 7,800 tons when submerged, USS North Carolina is one of the Navy's next generation 

attack submarines.  

 

USS North Carolina is capable of supporting a multitude of missions, including anti-submarine warfare, anti-ship warfare, spe-

cial warfare delivery and support, mine delivery and mine mapping. With enhanced communications connectivity, the submarine 

will also provide important battle group and joint task force support, with full integration into carrier battle group operations. 

Quotes 

We’ve heard that a million monkeys at a million keyboards could produce the complete works of Shakespeare; now, thanks to 

the Internet, we know that is not true. 

When you go into court you are putting your fate into the hands of twelve people who weren’t smart enough to get out of jury 

duty. 
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Dolphins with a History 

One of the Navy's first female submariners will receive dolphins worn by a World War II sub commander via his Navy vet 

daughter who lives in Ashland 

When retired U.S. Navy Cmdr. Beth Coye pins the dolphins on a submarine line officer named Lt. j.g. Laura Martindale today at 

Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor in Washington state, she will be pinning on more than Navy tradition. After all, the dolphins — the 

insignia of the U.S. submarine service — are the very same ones that Coye's father, the late Rear Adm. John "Jack" S. Coye Jr., 

received in 1937 before becoming one of the nation's top submarine commanders in World War II, a time when the submarine 

service was young. 

"I think dad would be so proud and tickled to have this woman wearing the dolphins he wore," Beth Coye, 75, said in an inter-

view before leaving her Ashland home for Bangor. "He didn't know anything about Waves. But I know he was very proud of me. 

"This is completing the circle — it feels very right," she added of the insignias being worn by an active sailor once again. "And 

the sub force is the elite, the cream of the crop." 

Martindale, a U.S. Naval Academy graduate, is one of the country's first female qualified submarine line officers. The Illinois 

native is assigned to the USS Maine, homeported in Bangor. 

In order to receive their dolphins, officers are required to qualify as officer of the deck and engineering officer of the watch, per-

form damage control functions and demonstrate satisfactory qualities of leadership. 

The submarine insignia, a tradition similar to a pilot receiving his or her wings, bears a submarine flanked by a dolphin on each 

side. Dolphins were chosen because they have long been considered a sailor's friend in addition to the fact the marine mammals 

dive and surface much like a sub. 

During the late-morning ceremony, Beth Coye will be joined by her brother, John Coye III of Santa Barbara, Calif., and Navy 

officials. Both Coyes will give brief presentations, with Beth talking about the Navy while her brother speaks about the Coye 

family, whose military tradition goes back to the Minutemen during the American Revolution. 

(Updated: Comments from Navy officials have been added to this story.) Adm. Coye's name lives on in the Navy, observed 

Lt. Ed Early, spokesman for Submarine Group 9 based at Bangor. 

"Our submariners take pride not only in celebrating their legacy of service, but also in making sure that our newest submarine 

Sailors continue that legacy," he said in a prepared statement. "The feats of Jack Coye and other legendary submarine sailors 

who fought in World War II are read aloud whenever our Sailors - including Lieutenant Martindale - complete their submarine 

qualifications and receive their dolphins. This way, our sailors understand that they're not just learning about submarine history - 

they're playing a part in writing it, too." 

A 1933 Naval Academy graduate, Adm. Coye was prominently featured in the book, "The War Below: The story of three sub-

marines that battled Japan." Written by former journalist James Scott, the book was published last spring by Simon & Schuster 

Press. The 426-page hardback is available at book stores for $28. 

As the captain of the 312-foot-long USS Silversides submarine, Jack Coye would receive three Navy crosses for extraordinary 

heroism. During his six patrols as the sub's skipper, the Silversides sank 23 enemy ships during World War II, the third- highest 

tonnage by any U.S. submarine operating in the Pacific Theater of Operations. Scott captures both the excitement and cold fear 

of submarine warfare in what is known as the "Silent Service." The well-written book also follows the exploits of the WWII sub-

marines USS Drum and the USS Tang. 

The USS Maine submarine stretches 560 feet, nearly twice the length of the Silversides. Following today's ceremony, Beth and 

John Coye will join Lt. j.g. Martindale for chow, followed by a tour of the Maine. 

While Adm. Coye spent 35 years in the Navy, later commanding a heavy cruiser and an amphibious group, it was his submarine 

tour that captured the interest of military historians. 

The oldest of three siblings, including sister Sarah Coye White, who lives in Ojai, Calif., her brother attended the Naval Acad-

emy but did not graduate because of asthma. A 1959 political science graduate of Wellsley College with a master's degree in in-

ternational relations from American University, Beth Coye served in Navy intelligence. As an officer, she worked in Washing-

ton, D.C., in the Supreme Allied Command in Norfolk, Va., and in the Naval War College in Newport, R.I., where she was an 

intelligence briefer during the Vietnam War. She also became one of the first female commanding officers in the Navy. 

All told, father and daughter served more than half a century in uniform, including the 21 years she was in the service. 

In her prepared comments at the ceremony, Beth Coye, noting that she had fought hard for equal rights for women in the Navy, 

described her father, herself and Martindale as pioneers in the Navy. 

And she congratulated Martindale for her willingness to volunteer for the submarine force. 

"It is incredibly appropriate that a woman carry on the tradition of a true Navy warrior, and in one sense allow a part of my dad 

— one who so very much loved the oceans and his Navy — to go forward and serve on a nuclear ballistic missile submarine de-

fending the country, against all enemies foreign and domestic," she said of Martindale. ******************************* 
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Washing a Car 
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining 13 letters spell something that you wash off of a car. 

 

 BRUSH 

BUCKETS 

CHAMOIS 

CHROME 

CLEAN 

DEAD BUGS 

DIRT 

DOOR HANDLES 

DOORS 

DRIVEWAY 

DRY OFF 

 

FENDERS 

FRONT 

GARDEN HOSE 

GLASS 

GRIME 

HEADLIGHTS 

HOOD 

HUBCAPS 

LICENSE PLATE 

MIRRORS 

MUD 

 

PREPARATION 

REAR 

RINSE 

ROOF 

SCRUB 

SIDES 

SOAP 

SPONGE 

SQUEEGEE 

SUDS 

TAIL LIGHTS 

 

TIRES 

TOP 

TOWELS 

VEHICLE 

WASH 

WATER 

WAX 

WHEELS 

WINDOWS 

WINDSHIELD 

 

The Hidden Message for July Puzzle is; 

 

AUSTRALIA'S MOUNT AUGUSTUS IS THE LARGEST ROCK IN THE WORLD 


