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Blueback Base Meeting & Christmas Party 

Wednesday December  11th, 2013 

At Monarch Hotel & Conference 

Center 

        12566 SE 93rd Ave. —Portland, 

OR. 

Social Hour 1730 

Dinner 1800 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — December  2013 — # 234 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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HO, HO, HO Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year 

mailto:mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com?subject=Blueback%20Base
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Commander’s Corner 

Well here it is again—Christmas Season! I don’t know how 

your feelings go but I seem to be less and less in the Christ-

mas cheer mood. I guess the reason (in my case) is that we 
seem to have forgotten the reason for the season. This year I 

don’t remember seeing anything mentioned about Thanksgiv-

ing. And believe me I have a lot to be thankful for. I have my 

health, my family and a comfortable income. And from the 
looks of it not many of us have missed too many meals. How 

many of our Brothers that came home from various conflicts 

are as fortunate as we. And now we have many of the 
younger generation with debilitating injuries having prob-

lems providing for their families. Yes, we are the fortunate 

ones that had the “Greats Generation” lead us to better our 
selves and not to rely on the government to provide for us. 

This is not to say that when we see a returning Vet, go up to 

him or her and thank them for their service and buy them a 

cup of coffee or even lunch in appreciation for their contribu-
tion to our country. On a more positive note, get your money 

in by Dec 7th for the Christmas party at the Monarch Hotel in 

Clackamas. The choices are: Beef (prime rib); Vegetarian; 
Chicken Pasta and Chicken Plate. The tickets are $15.00 

apiece. The Base will be paying the difference of $5.00 

apiece with the Ladies matching from their funds. Also the 

Hotel is providing rooms at the Holiday rate of 

$69.00 for rooms if you decide to stay over af-

ter the party. Remember the party is on 

WEDNESDAY, DEC 11th. 

Fairwinds and Following Seas 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

11/14/2013 

1900--Meeting called to order by Commander--Ray Lough 

Invocation by--Arlo 

Pledge of allegiance led by-- Ray Lough 

Tolling of the Boats  — for the November lost boats 

Moment of silence —for out lost shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI purpose and creed--Ray Lough 

Introductions — by all 

Secretary's report: nothing at this time 

Treasurer's report--not present 

Commander's report: 

We had a nice turn-out for the Vancouver Parade with all 
hands able to ride the flatbed. Thanks to the wives who 

showed up and participated with us. Monday we attended the 

Beaverton American Legion Veteran's Day celebration.  
(Continued in Next Column) 

(Meeting Minutes Continued ) 

 I thought Marv Doty did a nice job in recognizing one of our 

own, Hal Schumock. Today we validate your vote for the 

offices of Secretary and Treasurer. 

Old Business: 

Bob Jackson brought us up to date on the Christmas party on 

 "DECEMBER 11TH WEDNESDAY" I  REPEAT  

 "DECEMBER 11TH WEDNESDAY".  

Setup time is 5:00 pm function time is from 5:30 till 11:00 

pm. I will be selling tickets tonight and by mail until Dec 7th. 
Make your checks payable to: Blueback Sub Base. If you 

have not voted yet pick up a ballot from the front desk and 

vote. We will take a ten minute break so you may vote and 

buy 50/50 tickets. 

Ray Lough read the portion of the Blueback constitution 
dealing with Associate Members. He has excepted the appli-

cation for membership of Sue McLaughlin and He will be her 

sponsor. Her husband was a member in good standing. I 
highly recommend her as an associate member of the BLUE-

BACK BASE. A vote was call for to accept her for an Asso-

ciate Member. The motion was made and seconded. The vote 

was 29 ya and 0 na. Motion passed. Sue was asked to come 
forward and was introduced to the membership and accepted 

as an Associate Member. Ray went on to read the suggested 

amendment to the Blueback Constitution dealing with which 
offices can be held by Associate Members, specifically the 

offices of Secretary and Treasurer. This must be read at 3 

meetings before it becomes law. This will be voted on after 

the 3rd reading. 

Dennis Smith got a big "BZ" for doing a great job towing the 

flatbed at the parade 

The ballots were counted during the break and the results 

were as follows: 

SECRETARY DENNIS SMITH 29 FOR 0 AGAINST 

TREASURER MIKE WORDEN 29 FOR 0 AGAINST 

New Business: 

Arlo will check on setting up a Bangor trip sometime in May 

or June. He will keep us informed of his progress at future 
meetings. Bill Bryan says the all shipping of care packages to 

Afghanistan is completed and there will be no more ship-

ments. The program has been shutdown. Many thanks to Bill 

and his wife for all the hard work they have done in this pro-

gram. 

50/50 Drawing (couldn't hear who won) 

Benediction Chaplin 

Meeting Adjourned 

Sailing list: Agler, Bell, Bryan, Carneau, Collins. Crosby, 

Curtis, Duncan, Gatchel, Hudson, Jackson, Johnson, Keffer, 

LaPan, Lough, Musa S., Musa W., Parker, Schultz, Smith, 

Stowe, Thrall, Tzevelekos, Vrooman, Webb, Whitmarsh 

Worden, Holmes.        Respectfully Submitted: 

Larry Johnson, Blueback Base Secretary 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
 

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 

December Lost Boats 

USS S-4 (SS-109)  

Lost on December 17, 1927 with the loss of 40 officers 
and men when it was sunk after being rammed by 
USCG Paulding. Salvaged in 1928 and recommissioned.  

Class: SS S  
 Commissioned: 11/19/1919  
 Launched: 8/27/1919  
 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
 Length: 231, Beam: 22  
 #Officers: 4, #Enlisted: 34  
 Fate: S-4 was destroyed by sinking. 

 

 

USS F-1 / Carp (SS-20)  

Lost on December 17, 1917 with the loss of 19 officers 
and men when it was sunk after collision with the USS 
F-3 (Pickerell) (SS-22) off San Clemente, CA.  

Class: SS F  
 Commissioned: 6/19/1912  
 Launched: 3/12/1912  
 Builder: Union Iron Works  
 Length: 143, Beam: 15  
 #Officers: 1, #Enlisted: 21  
 Fate: While maneuvering in exercises at sea, F-1 and F-3 
collided, the former sinking in 10 seconds, her port side 
torn forward of the engine room. 19 of her men were lost, 
while 3 others were rescued by the submarines with 
whom she was operating. 

USS Sealion (SS-195)  

Lost on Dec 10, 1941 with the loss of 5 men. To prevent 

her from falling into enemy hands, she was scuttled in 

Manila Bay after incurring severe bomb damage during 

the initial Japanese attack. 

 Class: SS 194  
 Commissioned: 11/27/1939  
 Launched: 5/25/1939  
 Builder: Electric Boat Co (General Dynamics)  
 Length: 311, Beam: 27  
 #Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 50  
 Fate: The destruction of the Navy Yard made repairs im-
possible, and Sealion was ordered destroyed. All sal-
vagable equipment was taken off, depth charges were 
placed inside, and the explosives were set off to prevent 
her from being made useful to the enemy. 

USS Capelin (SS-289)  

Lost on Dec 2, 1943 with the loss of 76 men. She was 
on her 1st war patrol, but her exact location and cause of 
loss remain a mystery. She may have been lost to mines 
or an operational casualty.         (Continued Next Column) 

(USS Capelin (SS-289 Continued) 

Class: SS 285  
 Commissioned: 6/4/1943  
 Launched: 1/20/1943  
 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
 Length: 312, Beam: 27  
 #Officers: 10, #Enlisted: 71  
 Fate: Lost in the Celebes Sea, on her 2nd patrol, with 78 
men lost. Cause of loss unknown. 

 

Proposed By-Law change 

Article III, Sect. 9 currently states:" Associate mem-

bers of Blueback Base may vote, but may not hold 

elected office. Associate members may hold appointed 

offices." 

Proposed change: Associate members of Blueback 

Base may vote. Associate members and/or spouces of 

Blueback Base members in good standing may hold 

elected offices of Secretary or Treasurer." 

Our By-Laws requires the proposal changes be read 3 

times before voting. The first reading was at the No-

vember Base meeting, the 2nd will be at the Christmas 

Party/Meeting. 

Respectfully submitted 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

Support of our Troops Support of our Troops Support of our Troops  

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia have done an excellent job of  

shipping your contributions to our troops over the past few 

years.  Most of the packages went to Afghanistan.  Your 
thoughtfulness and generosity has been greatly appreciated by 

those who received “care packages” from home.  

Now that the program has been shut down, lets all give our 

thanks to Bill and Shelia for all their hard work in making this 

program work.               Thank You  
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Blueback Christmas Party at the Monarch Hotel 

 December 11th 2013 

12566 SE 93rd Ave. Portland, OR.  

1. Send your check for $15.00 per person to Blueback Base, PO Box 1887, Clackamas, OR. 97015-1887 

2. You must select what you want to eat (for each person) and send that with your check 

3. Your check must be in by the 7th of December, you will be given a ticket for your meal in the mail or at 

the door. It is important that you let Bob Jackson (360-635-3398) know what your meal selection is be-

fore the 7th of December because he has to notify the Monarch. 

Menu 
Please select one of the following entrees: 

1. Chicken Dinner 

2. Chicken Pasta 

3. Vegetarian Pasta 

4. Prime Rib 

All Entrees include: 

 Small Caesar Salad 

Chef’s Desert 

                                         Coffee, Tea, Decaf or Iced Tea 

 

Monarch Christmas! For the troops 

 

For those of you who would like to stay the night at the Monarch after the 

Christmas dinner, The Monarch has quoted us a rate of $69, plus tax. You 

will need to ask for the "holiday rate" . 

 

HO, HO, HO,  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

See You There! 

 Honor Flights 

As most of you are aware, there is a group that is providing trips to Washington DC. For WWII vet-

erans.  Any WWII veterans that have not been honored with this trip should make inquiries. . Refer 

to the following contact information for the Honor Flight program. The Western Washington State 

point of contact is: Jim and Renée Peavey. Their phone number is 253-303-1130. Their email ad-

dress is info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org The Eastern Washington point of contact is Tony La-

manna His phone number is 503-624-0222. His email address is request@inwhonorflight.org The 

Oregon State point of contact for Portland is: Eric Denser and his phone number is: (503) 367-7520 

(Portland, OR) For more information you can go to the following website: WWW.honorflight.org  I 

recommend you go to that website and follow the links to download the applications for both the 

Military Veteran and the Guardian. Please let me know if you have anymore questions or need any 

assistance.  

If needed I can make copies of the applications and send them to anyone needing them. Supply me 

with your mailing address and I will send them to you.    The Editor  

tel:253-303-1130
mailto:info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org
tel:503-624-0222
mailto:request@inwhonorflight.org
tel:%28503%29%20367-7520
http://www.honorflight.org/
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Binnacle List 

Kathy Vrooman  is off Chemo and waiting to determin 
what the next step is, she sounds good. 

 Herb Herman is still in Phoenix, AZ. He is home in 
their Phoenix home. Herb is having therapy at home and it 
looks like some time before they can return to their north-
west home. 

 Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in 
our thoughts and prayers as we go forward  each day  

***************************** 

Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

December:  

11th (Wednesday) Blueback Annual Christmas Dinner   

January: Happy New Year 

9th —- Base Meeting  No Chow 

February: 

13th Base Meeting — Chow ? 

March: 

13th—- Base Meeting 

April: 

10th—-Base Meeting 

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

 Blueback Base Business Cards 

Anyone who needs additional cards, send a self addressed 

stamped envelope to: 

   Bob Sumner 

   109 Legacy Drive 

   Woodland, WA 98674 

I will send 10 cards at a time. 

******************************** 

Humor 

OLD CHINESE PROVERB 

Confucius say, "If you are in a book store and cannot 

find the book for which you search, you are obviously  

in the.... 

 Yesterday my daughter e-mailed me again asking why I 

didn't do something useful with my time.  

Like sitting around the pool and drinking wine is not a 

good thing, I said. 

 Talking about my "doing something useful" seems to be 

her favorite topic of conversation. 

 She was "only thinking of me" she said, and suggested I 

go down to the senior center and hang out with the guys. 

 

I did this and when I got home last night I decided to 

teach her a lesson about staying out of my business. 

 

 I e-mailed her and told her that I had joined a parachute 

club. She replied, "Are you nuts? You are 73 years old, 

and now you're going  to start jumping out of airplanes?" 

 

 I told her that I even got a membership card and e-

mailed a copy to her.  She immediately telephoned me, 

"Good grief, where are your glasses! 

 This is a membership to a Prostitute Club, not a Para-

chute Club."  "Oh man, I'm in trouble again; I really 

don't know what to do... I  signed up for five jumps a 

week." 

The line went quiet and her friend picked up the phone 

and said that  my daughter had fainted. 

 

 Life as a senior citizen is not getting any easier but 

sometimes it can be fun 

HUMOR 

Where are my glasses  
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

Vancouver Veterans Day Parade November 9th 2013 

There was a fair turnout of Blueback Base members and all rode on the float trailer with the Albacore float behind. The weather 

was good. Below are a few photos of the group.  

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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USS COCHINO (SS-345) and USS TUSK (SS-426) 

On the morning of 25 August 1949, USS COCHINO (SS-345) and USS TUSK  (SS-426) were engaged in a training exercise 

north of the Arctic Circle in the  roiling waters of the Barents Sea. The following is from a publication,  entitled “Submarine 

Casualties Booklet,” compiled by the U.S. Naval Submarine  School in 1966: 
  

 “While operating in Arctic waters, COCHINO secured charging batteries and  submerged at 0500, 25 August 1949. …She ran 

submerged on the batteries  until about 1030 when she commenced snorkeling. A heavy sea (State 4) made depth control ex-

tremely difficult and she alternately broached and exceeded  snorkel depth often. After snorkeling for about ten minutes, the for-
ward engine room reported considerable water entering through the snorkel induction  system. An investigation by the executive 

officer revealed no serious flooding. 

  
 “At 1046, the high vacuum cut out secured the two snorkeling engines in  the forward engine room. Two minutes later, a series 

of explosions, described  as a muffled thud by witnesses, occurred in the after battery compartment  in the after port corner near 

the series-parallel switch. The ship surfaced immediately and the after battery compartment was rigged for fire.  Maneuvering 
removed the load from the after battery. 

  

 “Shortly after 1100, the ammeters in the maneuvering room indicated that battery number four was discharging into battery 

number three at the rate of 3,500 amperes. The controllerman went forward immediately to inform the executive officer (in 
charge at the scene) of the immediate necessity to pull the battery disconnect switches. By this time, though, the compartment 

had been abandoned because of smoke and gas, and had been sealed. In rigging this space, the disconnect switches had not been 

pulled nor had the covers been placed over the battery well intakes. 
  

 “A muster was conducted by the executive officer at this time to insure no personnel remained in the after battery compartment 

while preparations were made to reenter it through the after door of that space. The forward engines were started to clear smoke, 
and as the executive officer, wearing a rescue breathing apparatus, cracked the door both engines began to accelerate. Fuel was 

secured to both engines, but number one continued to accelerate. An explosion took place within the after battery compartment, 

while, simultaneously, another occurred near the blower of number one engine, burning five persons in the engine room. The 

executive officer managed to shut the door, but was able to secure it with only one turn. The forward engine room  was evacu-

ated. 

 “A few minutes later, two chief petty officers returned to the forward  engine room, extinguished several small fires 

and secured the compartment except for the engine sea water cooling systems and the door to the after battery com-

partment. “At the same time that the attempt was made to reenter the after battery compartment prior to the second 

explosion, a man was washed overboard after going topside through the after torpedo room hatch. He was engaged in  

carrying out an order for all personnel not on watch or fighting the fire to stay topside. The Commanding Officer ma-

neuvered the ship and rescued him.  

 “About 1145, the Commanding Officer ordered all excess personnel topside to go below via the conning tower. They 

remained below until 1208, at which time all personnel forward were evacuated because of smoke and gases. 

  

 “At 1215, another violent explosion (the third) rocked the after battery. Shortly afterward, the hospital corpsman’s 

reports of treatment of the injured being conducted in the after torpedo room became more alarming and his  

requests for medical supplies became more urgent. The Commanding Officer requested TUSK, in company, to come 

alongside to remove the injured and the excess personnel. This was attempted but found impossible because of the  

heavy seas, but at 1410 the medical supplies arrived from TUSK by rubber boat. 

 “At 1420 one officer and a civilian technician attempted to transit to TUSK by boat. The boat overturned throwing 

both men into the water. While TUSK was hauling them aboard, the technician received a severe head injury, was  

knocked unconscious, and was pulled aboard apparently drowned. When TUSK personnel were attempting to admin-

ister artificial respiration, two huge waves swept eleven crewmen and the civilian overboard. Five crewmen were  

recovered but the others could not be located during a two-hour search. “During the afternoon, three attempts were 

made to enter COCHINO’s forward torpedo room from topside to clear it of gases. An attempt was made to  vent the 

after battery compartment through the high external salvage valve but this valve would not open. The men suffering 

from gas were being revived and treated. The general situation was being discussed with the hope of  finding solutions 

to the problems. At 1537 auxiliary power was lost when a short circuit tripped out the forward battery auxiliary circuit 

breaker. At  1610 the engines were stopped when the clean fuel oil tank became empty. 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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(Continued from Page 7) 

“Auxiliary power was restored about 1800 and shortly thereafter COCHINO get underway, steering for the nearest 

land with the screws only. Rudder steering was restored about 1900. For the next four hours, COCHINO proceeded  

 astern of TUSK. Personnel who had been evacuated from below were sheltered in the sail.  

  

 “At 2306, the fourth and final explosion occurred (probably in the forward engine room) and filled the after engine 

room with fire and gases. The latter space and the maneuvering room were abandoned at once. Around midnight,  

 the remaining personnel below, all in the after torpedo room, were ordered topside. 

  

 “Ten minutes later, TUSK came along and transfer of personnel to her was commenced. At 0036, because of a star-

board list and low freeboard aft, the Commanding Officer ordered COCHINO abandoned. The Commanding Officer  

 transferred at 0043 and three minutes later COCHINO sank in 170 fathoms of water.” 

  

 The clinical language of the report conceals what must have been a terrifying experience. The water temperature 

stood at less than 50 degrees; winds were steady at 20-25 miles per hour. 

  

 It also conceals a number of acts of extraordinary heroism. When Seaman J.E. Morgan went overboard, Chief Torpe-

doman’s Mate Hubert Rauch dove in after him, keeping the exhausted Sailor afloat until Culinary Specialist Clarence 

Balthrop could haul them both back on board. LT (jg) Charles Cushman, Jr., rigged a safety line on the pitching 

bridge and deck that provided a critical handhold for 60 crewmen who had been ordered topside, most without  ade-

quate clothing. The executive officer, LCDR Richard Wright, remained in control of the situation even after one of the 

explosions burned him badly. Despite the obvious risks, two men, ENS John Shelton and a civilian engineer  

 named Robert Philo, volunteered to ride a rubber raft over to TUSK to convey the gravity of COCHINO’s situation. 

The raft capsized almost immediately; Sailors aboard TUSK raced to haul the raft across the waves and one,  

 Seaman Norman Walker, jumped into the water to provide assistance. But the heavy seas bashed Philo’s head into the 

boat’s hull and while 15 TUSK crewmen scrambled to resuscitate him and pull Shelton aboard, a huge wave washed 

11 of them into the ocean. Six of the men died but five more were rescued, at least two by Sailors who jumped into the 

water to render assistance. 

  

 Just before COCHINO went down, 76 men were transferred from her deck to TUSK. The commanding officer, CDR 

Rafael Benitez, was the last to leave. 

VET-01: VA warns of new 'marketing scam' 

Submitted by: Office on 11/26/2013 

The Veterans Affairs Department is warning veterans about a "marketing scam" that reportedly targets callers trying 

to reach two of VA's national call centers. 

A marketing company two phone numbers that differ from the real VA numbers by one digit. If a veteran misdials 

and calls the bogus number, the answering party will offer a gift card and try to obtain sensitive personal data, to in-

clude credit card information. Please note that the VA will "never" ask for credit card or banking information over 

the phone. 

*************************************************** 

VET-02: Veterans Identification Card 

Submitted by: Office on 11/26/2013 

 

The VA has published this statement on their website: Veterans are warned to keep their VIC safe and secure. 

The VIC protects the privacy of Veterans' sensitive information, as it no longer displays the Social Security Number 

or Date of Birth on the front of the card. BUT, Some bar code readers, including those available as applications on 

cell phones, can scan the bar code on the front of the card, and reveal the Veteran's social security number. This 

could make the Veteran subject to identity theft if the card is lost or stolen.  
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Veterans Day 2013 



 

  

VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — December 2013 — Page 10 

Christmas Gift Ideas 
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining 13 letters spell an additional Christmas gift idea. 

 

The hidden message in the November Sanitary is:  

MACY'S THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE 


