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****************************** 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday January 8th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 
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 No Chow this Month    
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The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Commanders Corner 

We had a great Christmas Party this year and I haven't 

heard any complaints (yet). Bravo Zulu to Bob Jackson 

for setting up the dinner. With the Silent Auction we 

brought in an extra $235.00. Thanks to those that do-

nated items for the auction.  

Well, by now you should have recovered from whatever 

binge you allowed yourself over the Holidays whether it 

was food, booze or shopping! If you were like me you 

just had a little of this and a little of that; the problem 

was there was so much of this and that so I ate too 

much. Had to waddle a lot to get back to normal. This is 

also the time of year we all start lists noting areas in our 

lives we want to improve or do away with altogether. 

Be gentle on yourselves when you do this. Don't make 

your goals so lofty you set yourself up for failure and 

then you feel bad about not making your goal. As you 

set up your goals I would ask you to remember your 

shipmates from the past and the present. We all need 

encouragement for something in our lives.  

Some of our shipmates may not be in good health and 

are struggling----lend a hand or let someone know that 

may be able to help. That's what we do, for we are Sub-

mariners and we help our shipmates when in need. Re-

member those folks we have lost this past year. Reach 

out and help someone over their rough spots they are  

trying to navigate thru. We all need help sometime! 

An old Irish toast comes to mind: May the sun shine on 

your face, may the road be downhill and the wind at 

your back, may you always have coin in your wallet and 

may you be in Heaven 30 minutes before the Devil 

knows you're dead! 

Greenboard 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

Proposed By-Law change 

Article III, Sect. 9 currently states:" Associate mem-

bers of Blueback Base may vote, but may not hold 

elected office. Associate members may hold appointed 

offices." 

Proposed change: Associate members of Blueback 

Base may vote. Associate members and/or spouses of 

Blueback Base members in good standing may hold 

elected offices of Secretary or Treasurer." 

Our By-Laws requires the proposal changes be read 3 

times before voting. The first reading was at the No-

vember Base meeting, the 2nd will be at the Christmas 

Party/Meeting. 

Respectfully submitted 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

BLUEBACK MEETING MINUTES 

Due to prior commitments our Base Secretary was unable to 

make the Christmas dinner/meeting, so with that in mind I 

will attempt to cover the minutes.  The meeting started at 
aprox. 6:00 PM with call to order by Commander Ray Lough. 

Had the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, Tolling of the 

Boats using the WWII candelabra (photo later) and Introduc-

tions by all. This concluded the meeting portion of dinner. 

Prior to dinner Blueback Base conducted a silent auction of 
donated items to raise funds for the Base general fund. There 

was $235.00 raised.  

Dinner was served and  I believe enjoyed by all 59 in atten-

dance. 
The Editor 

On Tuesday, December 3, 2013 <tupmank@aol.com> 

wrote: 

My name is Ken Tupman Base Commander USS Chi-

cago Base, please pass on the information below to your 

District Commanders so they can relay the information 

to their bases, Thank You. 

For Regional Directors 

Crash Dive Base and USS Chicago Base have under-

taken a Submarine Memorial project that has met the 

approval of the City of Chicago, and will be placed 

along the Chicago River, near downtown Chicago, Illi-

nois. This memorial is meant to honor all United States 

Navy submariners, past, present and future. We are also 

commemorating the 28 submarines built in Manitowoc, 

Wisconsin during World War II that came down the 

Chicago River on their way to New Orleans. The 28 

boats are listed on the memorial. To round out the me-

morial we remember Pearl Harbor December 7th 1941 

to keep that date in memory. Our designer came up with 

a “bulkhead” design and it is about seven & a half feet 

tall by about seven and a half feet wide with a curved 

top to simulate the curve of a pressure hull, and a water-

tight door off the USS Trout (SS 566). We will be send-

ing detailed information out to all bases shortly as we 

are now seeking funds for the project. Any and all dona-

tions will be welcomed and appreciated. Contact Frank 

Voznak Crash Dive Base or Ken Tupman USS Chicago 

Base. Make donation checks payable to “Chicago Sub-

marine Memorial Fund, USSVI”. Thank you. 

mailto:tupmank@aol.com
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
 

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 

USS Scorpion (SS-278)  

Lost on Jan 5,1944 with the loss of 77 officers and men 
in the East China Sea, on her 4th war patrol. It is as-
sumed she was sunk by a mine.  

Class: SS 212  
 Commissioned: 10/1/1942  
 Launched: 7/20/1942  
 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
 Length: 307, Beam: 27  
 #Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  
 Fate: Scorpion was lost with all hands.76 men lost. Sunk 
by possible Japanese mine in the Yellow Sea off China. 

USS Swordfish (SS-193)  

Lost on Jan 12,1945 with the loss of 89 officers and 

men somewhere near Okinawa, on her 13th war patrol. 

Probably was lost to a mine.  

Class: SS 188  

 Commissioned: 7/22/1939  

 Launched: 4/1/1939  

 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

 Length: 311, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 50  

 Fate: After repeated attempts to contact Swordfish by 

radio had failed, she was reported as presumed lost, the 

victim of unknown causes. 89 men lost. 

USS Argonaut (SS-166)  

Lost on Jan 10, 1943 with the loss of 102 officers and 

men off Rabaul, on her 3rd war patrol. While attacking 

a convoy, she torpedoed a Jap destroyer who along with 

2 other destroyers depth charged her. As she tried to 

surface, the destroyers sunk her by gun 

fire.  

Class: SS 166  

 Commissioned: 4/2/1928  

 Launched: 10/10/1927  

 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

 Length: 381, Beam: 34  

 #Officers: 8, #Enlisted: 80  

 Fate: On Jan. 10, 1943 Argonaut was forced to the sur-

face by the depth charges from 3 Jap Destroyers and she 

was destroyed with all hands by surface fire.105 officers 

USS S-36 (SS-141)  

Lost on Jan 20, 1942 with no loss of life, on her 2nd war 

patrol. She ran hard aground on a reef and radioed for 

help. The entire crew was rescued by a Dutch ship after 

they scuttled her.  

Class: SS S  
 Commissioned: 4/4/1923  

 Launched: 6/3/1919  

 Builder: Union Iron Works  

 Length: 219, Beam: 22  
 #Officers: 4, #Enlisted: 34  

 Fate: S-36 was lost when it was destroyed after she ran 

aground on the Taka Bakang Reef in Makassar Strait, 

Indonesia, near Makassar City. The crew was rescued. 

USS S-26 (SS-131)  

Lost on Jan 24,1942 with the loss of 46 officers and 

men in the Gulf of Panama, on her 2nd war patrol. She 

was rammed by the USS PC-460 and sunk within sec-

onds. The CO, XO and one lookout on the bridge, were 

the only survivors.  

Class: SS S  

 Commissioned: 10/15/1923  

 Launched: 10/22/1922  

 Builder: Fore River Shipbuilding Co  

 Length: 219, Beam: 22  

 #Officers: 4, #Enlisted: 34  

 Fate: Rammed by PC-460 at night in the Gulf of Panama, 

S-26 sank on 24 January 1942 with the loss of 46 men 

Two men survived. Her hull was not salvaged. 

They shall grow not old 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

Lee Greenwood  

And I'm proud to be an American, Where at least I know I'm 

free. And I won't forget the men who died, Who gave that 

right to me. 
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City of Corpus Visits Yokosuka during Western Pacific Deployment 
Release Date: 12/25/2013 11:22:00 AM  

 

YOKOSUKA, Japan (FLEET ACTIVITIES NNS) -- The Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS City of Corpus Christi 
(SSN 705) arrived at Fleet Activities Yokosuka Dec. 23 for a visit as part of its deployment to the Western Pacific.  
 
This visit marks the first Western Pacific port call for the submarine since changing homeport from Guam to Pearl Harbor. 
 
"As a submariner, a commanding officer and an Asian-American, I am exceptionally thrilled to help bring City of Corpus Christi 
back to Yokosuka," said Cmdr. Chris Buziak, City of Corpus Christi's commanding officer. 
 
Yokosuka, given its proximity to Tokyo and many of Japan's major landmarks, will give the crew of City of Corpus Christi a 
great opportunity to see and experience the unique history and culture of Japan.  
 
"The crew is looking forward to broadening our personal experiences through positive interactions with everyone we meet and 
looking forward to strengthening our bond with the people of Japan," said Master Chief Machinist's Mate (SS) Alan Lozier, City 
of Corpus Christi's chief of the boat. 
 
"I am aware of how much our two countries rely on each other and the strong and important relationships we have developed," 
said Buziak. "These relationships will only flourish the more we interact to understand both our unique differences and common 
goals." 
 
Deployment represents a great challenge to the Sailors of the submarine force, a period of several months where the crew must 
work tirelessly to improve the combat capability of the boat, defend the interests of the United States around the world, and act 
as the nation's ambassadors to countries across the Pacific. However, the importance of the work done by the submarines of the 
U.S. Navy has never been greater. 
 
"I believe the U.S. submarine force is playing as big a role as ever to maintaining the peace and stability of the region in support 
of our global economy and other mutual shared interests," said Buziak. "It is a true privilege to work with my men who represent 
the finest of what America has to offer. They are all patriots for volunteering to serve in the Navy and, in my opinion, heroes for 
what they achieve on a day-to-day basis." 
By Lt. j.g. J.D. MacDurmon, City of Corpus Christi Public Affairs 

World War II Japanese mega-submarine discovered off Hawaii 

A Japanese submarine that was lost at sea after it was intentionally scuttled by the U.S. Navy during World War II 

has been located by a team of explorers off the coast of Hawaii. 

A spokesman for the University of Hawaii at Mānoa said in a press release the discovery of the Imperial Japanese 

Navy‟s mega-submarine, the I-400, solves the decades-old mystery of where the submarine lay on the ocean floor. 

The I-400 was one of the “Sen-Toku” class submarines, which were the largest submarines ever built until nuclear-

powered subs were invented. It is 400 feet long and could travel one and a half times around the world without refuel-

ing. 

“The I-400 has been on our „to-find‟ list for some time,” said veteran undersea explorer Terry Kerby, who led the ex-

pedition that found the submarine. “It was the first of its kind of only three built, so it is a unique and very historic 

submarine.” 

Kerby said finding the submarine where they did was “totally unexpected” because they had expected it to be further 

out to sea. 

“It was a thrill when the view of a giant submarine appeared out of the darkness,” Kerby said. 

The U.S. Navy captured the I-400 and four other Japanese submarines at the end of the war and brought them to Pearl 

Harbor to inspect them. In 1946, the Soviet Union demanded access to the submarines under the terms of the treaty 

that ended the war. 

Instead of allowing the Soviets access to the submarines‟ advanced technology, the U.S. sunk them and claimed to 

have no information about where they were. Four out of the five submarines have since been located. 

The I-400 was discovered in August and its discovery was announced Tuesday, after the NOAA reviewed the discov-

ery with government officials in the U.S. and Japan. 
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Binnacle List 
No one on the list this month. 

If you know of some one that should be on 
the Binnacle list please let the editor know. 

Thanks 
 

 Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in 
our thoughts and prayers as we go forward  each day  

***************************** 

Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

January: Happy New Year 

9th —- Base Meeting  No Chow 

February: 

13th Base Meeting — Chow ? 

March: 

13th—- Base Meeting 

April: 

10th—-Base Meeting 

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

 

Honor Flights 

As most of you are aware, there is a group that is providing trips to Washington DC. For WWII vet-

erans.  Any WWII veterans that have not been honored with this trip should make inquiries. . Refer 

to the following contact information for the Honor Flight program. The Western Washington State 

point of contact is: Jim and Renée Peavey. Their phone number is 253-303-1130. Their email ad-

dress is info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org The Eastern Washington point of contact is Tony La-

manna His phone number is 503-624-0222. His email address is request@inwhonorflight.org The 

Oregon State point of contact for Portland is: Eric Denser and his phone number is: (503) 367-7520 

(Portland, OR) For more information you can go to the following website: WWW.honorflight.org  I 

recommend you go to that website and follow the links to download the applications for both the 

Military Veteran and the Guardian. Please let me know if you have anymore questions or need any 

assistance.  

If needed I can make copies of the applications and send them to anyone needing them. Supply me 

with your mailing address and I will send them to you.    The Editor  

Humor 

Prayer for Grandpa 

This is just too beautiful not to share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear God, please send clothes for all those poor ladies on 

Grandpa's computer. 

Amen 

tel:253-303-1130
mailto:info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org
tel:503-624-0222
mailto:request@inwhonorflight.org
tel:%28503%29%20367-7520
http://www.honorflight.org/
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You can also download a PDF order form from our web site: 

http://www.bluebackbase.org 

2013 Christmas Dinner Photos 

   

Below are some more photos from the 2013 Christmas Dinner 

"To be a veteran is to be part of a special fraternity. We‟ve been through basic training, we‟ve worn the uniform, we‟ve proven 
our willingness to sacrifice, and if need be, to lay down our life, for our nation and freedom. To be a veteran is to wear a badge 
of courage." Kentucky Air National Guard COL Steven Bullard 

 

"War is an ugly thing but not the ugliest of things; the decayed and degraded state of moral and patriotic feelings which thinks 
that nothing is worth war is much worse. A man who has nothing for which he is willing to fight, nothing which is more impor-
tant than his own personal safety, is a miserable creature and has no chance of being free unless made and kept so by the exer-
tions of better men than himself." John Stuart 

Tolling if the Boats ceremony using WW II Candelabra                Swearing in new Base Treasurer Mike 

Worden.   

http://www.bluebackbase.org
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Navy christens new attack submarine North Dakota  

The Associated Press © November 4, 2013  

GROTON, Conn. 

The U.S. Navy on Saturday christened its newest attack submarine, a $2.6 billion vessel named North Dakota that can launch 

cruise missiles, deliver special forces commandos and carry out surveillance over land and sea. 

It is the first Navy vessel to carry the name North Dakota in nearly a century. The christening coincides with the 124th anniver-

sary of North Dakota becoming the 39th state of the Union. 

"Very nice birthday present, this great submarine," U.S. Sen. John Hoeven said at the ceremony. 

With the ship's sponsor, Katie Fowler, smashing a Champagne bottle against its hull, the 
377-foot-long nuclear submarine was officially named North Dakota at the Groton shipyard 

of sub builder Electric Boat. It will become the North Dakota and officially join the fleet 

when it is commissioned in May. 

The submarine is the 11th in the Virginia class of ships, which have capabilities that allow 

them to perform better in shallow water than other subs and, among other features, a tor-

pedo room that can be reconfigured to house large numbers of Navy SEALs. 

"From the Arabian Sea to the polarized cap, North Dakota will operate in the harshest envi-
ronments in the planet as her crew protects freedom of the seas and the interests of the 

United States," submarine forces commander Vice Adm. Michael Connor said at the cere-

mony. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said North Dakota was completed more quickly than any other sub in the class. 

"The work of the more than 1,000 shipyard craftsmen and engineers who built this boat has helped make the fleet stronger and 

our nation safer," Mabus said. 

The submarine has a crew of 138 men. The senior enlisted sailor, Master Chief Petty Officer Tim Preabt, is the only crew mem-

ber from North Dakota. But supporters have brought several of its sailors to the state over the past two years to soak up the local 

culture with ice fishing and tours of North Dakota's booming oil patch. 

The crest of the North Dakota features wheat stalks and a pair of crossed revolvers beneath the bow of the sub. 

The last ship to bear North Dakota's name was a coal-fired, steam-powered battleship built in 1910. It was decommissioned in 

1923 and sold for scrap in 1931. 

The christening brought a high-powered North Dakota delegation to Connecticut, including U.S. Sens. Heidi Heitkamp and Ho-

even. 

"And to all that will serve on USS North Dakota, know that with you goes the prayers of our entire state," Heitkamp said of 
North Dakota, which has the highest percentage of residents serving in the military of any state. "We take pride in what we do. 

We take pride in our service and serve at record numbers based on our population." 

Humor 

An elderly couple are in church. The wife leans over and whispers to her husband, "I just let out a long, silent fart. What should I 

do?" The husband replies, "First off, replace the batteries in your hearing aid!" 

*************************************************** 

A husband and wife are trying to set up a new password for their computer. The husband puts, "Mypenis," and the wife falls on 

the ground laughing because on the screen it says, "Error. Not long enough." 

**************************************************** 

A dumb blonde was bragging about her knowledge of the state capitals of the United States. She proudly announced, "go ahead, 
ask me any of the capitals, I know all of them."A red head said, "O.K., what's the capital of Wyoming?" The blonde replied, "Oh, 

that's easy, 'W'." 
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Subject: Eternal Patrol Notice 

 

Name: Schenk, William J 

Address: 129 NE Bryce Ct 

City, ST, Zip: Grants Pass, OR 97526-3687 

Phone: 541-479-0376 

 

Date Died: 12/10/2013 

Date Born: 1/7/1929 

Base: Blueback 

Next of Kin: Selma 

Relationship: Spouse 

 

Joined USSVI: 1996 

Boats Served on: SS-487, SS-364, SS-243, SS-349, SS-

390, SS-313 

BIO: Qualified in submarines on the USS Perch (SS-313) 

in 1948 and was a 

ENC(SS) when he left the Navy. 

********************************* 

What lurks beneath the sea? Navy launches drone from submerged submarine  

The U.S. Navy says it has successfully launched a drone 

from a submerged submarine, another big step toward devel-

oping new military spying and reconnaissance capabilities. 

In a press release, the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory said 

the fuel-cell-powered "XFC" unmanned aircraft was fired 

from the torpedo tube of the USS Providence using a launch 

system known as Sea Robin. 

The launch system was designed to fit within an empty canis-

ter used for launching Tomahawk cruise missiles. Once 

ejected from the canister, the launch vehicle with the drone 

rose to the ocean surface; the drone's wings then unfolded 

and the vehicle took vertical flight for several hours. 

The XFC drone streamed live video back to the Providence, 

support vessels and Navy officials before landing at the Na-

val Sea Systems Command Atlantic Undersea Test and 

Evaluation Center in the Bahamas. 

The Navy released a time-lapse photo taken of the underwater launch but didn‟t reveal exactly where — or when — 

the operation took place. The sub launch came after nearly six years of development. The project received funding 

from SwampWorks at the Office of Naval Research and the Department of Defense Rapid Reaction Technology Of-

fice. 

"Developing disruptive technologies and quickly getting them into the hands of our sailors is what our SwampWorks 

program is all about," said Craig A. Hughes, acting director of innovation at ONR.  

The Navy said the successful launch of a remotely deployed drone ”offers a pathway to providing mission critical in-

telligence, surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities to the U.S. Navy's submarine force. “ 

Last summer, a drone successfully took off from and landed on a Navy aircraft carrier at sea. 

MEN DO REMEMBER ANNIVERSARIES! 

A woman awakes during the night to find that her husband 
was not in their bed. She puts on her dressing gown and 

goes downstairs to look for him. She finds him sitting at the 

kitchen table with a hot cup of coffee in front of him. He 

appears to be in deep thought, just staring at the wall.  

She watches as he wipes a tear from his eye and takes a sip 
of his coffee. 'What's the matter, dear?' she whispers as she 

steps into the room, 'Why are you down here at this time of 

night?' The husband looks up from his coffee, 'I am just 
remembering when we first met 20 years ago and started 

dating. You were only 16. Do you remember back then?' he 

says solemnly. The wife is touched to tears that her husband 
is so caring, so sensitive. 'Yes, I do' she replies. The hus-

band pauses. The words were not coming easily. 'Do you 

remember when your father caught us in the back seat of 

my car?' 'Yes, I remember!' said the wife, lowering herself 
into a chair beside him. The husband continues. 'Do you 

remember when he shoved the shotgun in my face and said, 

'Either you marry my daughter, or I will send you to jail for 

20 years?' 'I remember that too' she replies softly.  

He wipes another tear from his cheek and says..' 

I would have been released today.'  

tel:541-479-0376
http://www.nrl.navy.mil/media/news-releases/2013/navy-launches-uav-from-submerged-submarine
http://www.onr.navy.mil/en/Science-Technology/Directorates/office-innovation/swampworks-innovation.aspx
http://www.nbcnews.com/technology/x-47b-navy-drone-completes-first-ever-unmanned-carrier-landing-6C10591335
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USS Monitor and USS Minnesota: Connecting the Past with the Present 

 
On Friday, March 8, 2013 the Navy held a graveside interment ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery for the remains of 

two unknown Sailors recovered from the USS Monitor shipwreck. Ten Sailors from the Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) 

Minnesota (SSN 783), the newest Virginia-class submarine (scheduled to be commissioned on Sept. 7, 2013) will attend the 

ceremony to pay tribute to these Sailors’ service to our nation more than 151 years ago. 

 In this blog, Master Chief Electronics Technician (SS) Randy Reid, PCU Minnesota Chief of the Boat, discusses the re-

markable connection between the former USS Minnesota and USS Monitor. 

I am the chief of the boat for the soon-to-be newest Virginia-class submarine in the U.S. Navy, the future USS Minnesota (SSN 

783). We are the third ship to bear the name “Minnesota” and we are proud to represent our namesake state. I‟m writing this 
blog because a few of my fellow Sailors, including my commanding officer, Cmdr. John Fancher, and myself are getting the 

opportunity of a lifetime. We are going to attend and witness the interment of the USS Monitor Sailors into Arlington National 

Cemetery on March 8, 2013. 

 

Upon hearing of the interment ceremony of the USS Monitor Sailors, I immediately sought the guidance of Cmdr. Fancher and 

Lt. Cmdr. John Witte, PCU Minnesota‟s executive officer. “What if we could get some of our Sailors to attend the interment,” I 

asked. The three of us quickly discussed the significant history shared by the Monitor and Minnesota and thought that it would 
be an honor to attend the ceremony. It would also be a great experience for our Sailors. So, with the help of  Commander, Sub-

marine Forces Atlantic and Commander, Submarine Group Two, who both supported the idea and wanted to make this happen, 

we set out to make this a reality for the members of my crew, realizing the profound link between the two ships. 

As a Chief in the Navy, (I) constantly strive to teach our Sailors about heritage and history and the importance of both in our 

modern Navy. So I couldn‟t pass up this opportunity to engage my junior shipmates and tell them about the proud legacy of 

USS Minnesota and her connection with USS Monitor. 

 

Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) Minnesota is currently under construction in Newport News, Va., in the area commonly re-

ferred to as “Hampton Roads.” Our submarine is located in the same area where our predecessor fought in the American Civil 
War. The first USS Minnesota was a wooden steam frigate in the U.S. Navy, launched in 1855 and commissioned eighteen 

months later. The ship served in East Asia for two years before being decommissioned. 

 

She was re-commissioned at the outbreak of the American Civil War and returned to service as the flagship of the North Atlan-

tic Blockading Squadron. During the first day of the Battle of Hampton Roads on March 8, 1862, Minnesota ended up running 

aground during battle, badly damaging her and inflicting many casualties. On the second day of the battle, USS Monitor en-
gaged CSS Virginia which was maneuvering to destroy Minnesota, allowing tugs to free Minnesota on the morning of March 

10, 1862. 

 

Minnesota was repaired and returned to duty, and three years later, she participated in the Second Battle of Fort Fisher. Minne-
sota served until 1898, when she was stricken, beached and burnt to recover her metal fittings and to clear her name for a newly

-ordered battleship, USS Minnesota (BB 22), which is known for being a part of “The Great White Fleet.” 

So, now that I have given you the history lesson of how Minnesota and Monitor are historically linked, I want to move onto the 

heritage part. I never thought I would be happy to attend a ceremony such as the one we are going to on Friday, March 8. But, 

to have my crew, from seaman to commanding officer, attend this ceremony and witness this piece of history is amazing! 

 

We are extremely busy right now while our boat is under construction and could have easily kept our nose to the grind stone, 

but it‟s things like this that require us to stop and take the time for something so important. Military burials are a part of our 
heritage and forever will be. These men could have possibly been onboard the Monitor while she was defending the first Min-

nesota during the Civil War, allowing her crew to return home to their families and allowing the ship to continue service in the 

Navy. 

These two men lost their lives at sea doing their jobs of fighting the ship, and now, 151 years later, these Sailors are getting laid 

to rest with honors in the hallowed grounds of Arlington National Cemetery. For protecting our fellow Sailors of the first USS 
Minnesota, I felt it was our duty to attend the interment ceremony for these two Sailors. While these Sailors are not technically 

our family members, anyone whose profession- past or present- is being a Sailor or protecting our great nation, is as close as a 

family. 

http://navylive.dodlive.mil/2013/03/07/uss-monitor-and-uss-minnesota-connecting-the-past-with-the-present/
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=72042
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=72397
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=72397
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=72397
http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/csg2/Pages/Minnesota.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/csg2/Pages/Minnesota.aspx
http://www.sublant.navy.mil/
http://www.sublant.navy.mil/
http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/csg2/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=72338
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=72338
http://www.navy.mil/gwf/battleships/bb-22.htm
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I just realized that I didn‟t put the words for the December word search on the page with the puzzle. Here they are; 
 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

BAKING 
BELT 

BOOK 
BRACELET 

CANDLES 
CANDY 

CHOCOLATES 
CLOTHES 

COFFEE MAKER 
COFFEE MUG 
COLOGNE 

 

COOKIES 
DOLL 

EARRINGS 
ELECTRONICS 

FLOWERS 
GAME 

GIFT BASKET 
GIFT CARD 

HERBAL TEAS 
JEWELRY 
MONEY 

 

MOVIE 
MUSIC 

NECKLACE 
NECKTIE 

PANTS 
PENDANT 

PERFUME 
PLANT 

SCARF 
SHIRT 
SLIPPERS 

 

SNEAKERS 
SOCKS 

STUFFED ANIMAL 
SWEATER 

TELEVISION 
TOOL SET 

TOY 
TREE ORNAMENT 

WATCH 
WINE 

January Word Search 

Friendship 
 Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell an additional word related to friendship 

 

 

The hidden message in December word search  is: CHRISTMAS CAKE 

ACQUAINTANCE 
AFFECTION 

AFFINITY 
ALLY 

AMIGO 
AMITY 

BOYFRIEND 
BUDDY 

CHUM 

 

COMPANION 
COMRADE 

CONFIDE 
EMPATHY 

FAVOR 
FONDNESS 

FRIENDLINESS 
FUN 

GIRLFRIEND 

 

HONESTY 
KINSHIP 

LEND 
LOYALTY 

PAL 
ROOMMATE 

SHARE 
SUPPORTIVE 

SYMPATHY 


