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****************************** 
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“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Commanders Corner 

Another month has come and gone. Blueback Base is plod-

ding along at a comfortable pace and all seems well with the 

world. Is it really? We have a civilian population that seems 
to want the government to ―give‖ them more for less effort. 

Our Armed Forces are coming home to face the job market 

wondering how their skills can be used. We have members of 

our own Veteran‘s group that have lost touch with other 
mates either by choice or because of medical issues. While 

we may not be able to influence the ―Big Picture‖ we can 

influence the local scene. We all know some vet we haven‘t 
seen or heard from for awhile, CALL them and say ‗Hi, how 

are you doing?‘ Offer to bring them to meeting or out for a 

cup of coffee. 

Imagine our predecessors coming home from WWII. No job, 

no money and the world was recovering from a terrible war. 
They made things happen. They didn‘t feel sorry for them-

selves, in fact the whole country looked forward and rolled 

up their sleeves to make the world a better place. We need to 
remember our history of ―Can Do!‖ not a submariner phrase 

but one we should adopt! As a group Blueback can do. I am 

proud to be with such men and to be your Base Commander. 

There, I‘ve said it and I hope you are listening. 

Green Board 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

BLUEBACK MEETING MINUTES 

02/13/2014 

1730 – E Board Meeting: Present Ray Lough, Bob Jackson, 

Mike Worden, Fred Carneau, and Dennis Smith. The Plan of 

the Day was discussed. Ray brought roses and candy for Val-

entines Day. The roses were for our spouses and the candy 
will be auctioned. Discussed the second reading of the by-

laws change, Submarine Birthday Brunch and delinquent 

dues.  

1900- Base Meeting called to order 

Invocation- J.D. Corbett 

Flag Salute- Led by Ray Lough 

Tolling of the boats: for the Lost Boats- Sandy Musa 

Moment of silence: for departed shipmates 

Creed of USSVI – Read by Ray Lough 

1905- Introductions 

Secretary Report: Dennis Smith reported what was dis-

cussed at the E-Board Meeting. 

Treasurer Report: Mike Warden read the treasurers report 

giving balances for all accounts. 

 Commanders Report: Valentines day. Auctioning See‘s 

candies reading of the proposed Bylaws change: Associate 

members of Blueback Base may vote. Associate members in 
good standing may hold the elected offices of Secretary and/

or Treasurer.              (Continued Top of next Column) 

(Meeting Minutes Continued) 

BLUEBACK MEETING MINUTES 

The proposed Bylaw change does not  change the premise of 

Associate members being appointed to non-elected positions 

1) Ray Lough reported about changes to the Bylaws that will 

be proposed soon. 

2) Dave Vrooman brought up the Submarine Birthday 

Brunch: Discussed options of having it at the Spaghetti Fac-

tory or the Monarch.   

3) Dave Vrooman reported that Bob Walters and Fred 
Carneau will be receiving special recognition from OMSI for 

20 years of volunteer work on Blueback. 

4) Discussed parades that we want to participate in this year. 

5) Gary Webb asked about moving accrued interest from Life 

Membership CD to the general fund.  

6) Bob Walters reported that USSVI is looking for sponsor 

base for next convention. 

1925- Good of the Service: Arlo Gatchel discussed contribu-

tions.  

1940- Benediction: Gary Curtis 

1945- Meeting adjourned  

Respectfully Submitted: 

Dennis Smith FTG2(SS) Base Secretary 

Sailing List: 

Carneau,Collins,Corbett,Crosby,Curtis,Duncan,Gatchell,Jack
son,Lough,McLaughlin,Sandra Musa, Bill Musa, Noecker, 

Smith, Solheim, Thrall, Vrooman, Walters, Webb, Worden.  

Humor 

A wife comes home late at night, and quietly opens the door 

to her bedroom. From under the blanket she sees four legs 

instead of two. She reaches for a baseball bat and starts hitting 

the blanket as hard as she can. Leaving the covered bodies 

groaning, she goes to the kitchen to have a drink. As she en-

ters, she sees her husband there, reading a magazine. 

"Hi Darling", he says, "Your parents have come to visit us, 

so I let them stay in our bedroom. Did you say "hello 

                            Understanding Engineers  

Three engineering students were gathered together discussing 
who must have designed the human body. 

One said, "It was a mechanical engineer. Just look at all the 

joints." 
Another said, "No, it was an electrical engineer. The nervous 

system has many thousands of electrical connections." 

The last one said, "No, actually it must have been a civil engi-

neer. Who else would run a toxic waste pipeline through a 

recreational area?" 

A man cheats on his girlfriend named Lorraine with a girl 

named Clearly. Suddenly, Lorraine died. 

At the funeral, the man stands up and sings, "I can see Clearly 

now, Lorraine is gone." 
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USS Perch (SS-176) 

Lost on March 3,1942 near Java with no immediate loss of 

life, while on her 1st war patrol. She survived 2 severe depth 

chargings in less than 200 feet of water by 3 Japanese de-
stroyers. The crew abandoned ship and scuttled her. Of the 61 

officers and men taken prisoner, 55 survived the war and six 

died as POWs. 

Class: SS 172  

 Commissioned: 11/19/1936  
 Launched: 3/9/1936  

 Builder: Electric Boat Co (General 

Dynamics)  
 Length: 301, Beam: 25  
 #Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 45  

 Fate: Had to be scuttled on 3 Mar 

42 because of Japanese anit-

submarine attempts. Most of the 

Perch crew were taken to illegal question camp of Ofuna, 

Japan and were forced to work mines until the close of 

USS Grampus (SS-207) 

Lost on March 5,1943 with the loss of 71 officers and men, on 

her 6th war patrol. She was lost in Vella Gulf, sunk after en-

gaging 2 Japanese Destroyers. 

Class: SS 198  

 Commissioned: 5/23/1941  
 Launched: 12/23/1940  

 Builder: Boston Navy Yard  

 Length: 307, Beam: 27  
 #Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

 Fate: In company with USS Gray-

back, Grampus departed Brisbane, 

Australia on her 6th war patrol 

from which she failed to return, the manner of her loss 

still remains a mystery today. 71 men lost. 

USS H-1 (SS-28) 

Lost on March 12, 1920 with the loss of 4 men as they tried to 

swim to shore after grounding on a shoal off Santa Margarita 

Island, off the coast of Baja California, Mexico. Vestal (AR-
4), pulled H-1 off the rocks in the morning of 24 March, only 

to have her sink 45 minutes later in some 50 feet of water. She 

was originally named the USS Seawolf before becoming H-1. 

Class: SS H  
 Commissioned: 12/1/1913  
 Launched: 5/6/1913  
 Builder: Union Iron Works  
 Length: 150, Beam: 16  
 #Officers: 1, #Enlisted: 23  
Fate: As H-1 made her way up the 
coast, the submarine went 
aground on a tricky shoal off Santa Margarita Island, CA. 
Four men, including the Commanding Officer, LCDR. 
James R. Webb, were killed as they tried to reach shore. 

( 

USS Triton (SS-201) 

Lost on March 15,1943 with the loss of 74 men. She was sunk 

north of the Admiralty Islands during a fight with 3 Japanese 

Destroyers. Triton was the 1st boat to engage the enemy in 
December 1941 off Wake Island, sinking 9 ships, 1 submarine 

and a destroyer. 

Class: SS 198  

 Commissioned: 8/15/1940  

 Launched: 3/25/1940  
 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

 Length: 307, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

 Fate: Triton was reported overdue 

and presumed lost with 74 men. 

USS Kete (SS-369) 

Lost on March 20,1945 with the loss of 87 officers and men at 

the end of her 2nd war patrol. Probably sunk near Okinawa, 

by a Japanese submarine that itself was subsequently lost. 

Class: SS 285  

 Commissioned: 7/31/1944  
 Launched: 4/9/1944  

 Builder: Manitowoc Shipbuilding 

Co  
 Length: 312, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 10, #Enlisted: 71  

 Fate: While steaming eastward, she 

sent in a weather report from a 

position south of Colnett Strait. 

Scheduled to arrive Midway by 31 March, she was neither 

seen nor heard from again. 87 men lost. 

USS F-4 (SS-23) 

Lost on March 25, 1915 with the lost of 21 men. She foun-

dered 1.5 miles off of Honolulu when acid corrosion of the 

lead lining of the battery tank let seawater into the battery 
compartment, causing loss of control. She was raised in Au-

gust 1915. 

Class: SS F  

 Commissioned: 5/3/1913  

 Launched: 1/6/1912  
 Builder: Seattle Construction & 

Drydock Co  
 Length: 143, Beam: 15  

 #Officers: 1, #Enlisted: 21  
 Fate: The remains of F-4 were buried as fill in a trench off 

the Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor,HI. 
(Lost Boats Continued on Next Page) 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 



VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — March 2014 — Page 4 

 

 

“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
 

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 

(Lost Boats Continued) 

USS Tullibee (SS-284) 

Lost on March 26,1944 with the loss of 79 officers and men, 

on her 4th war patrol. It's believed she was a victim of a circu-
lar run by one of her own torpedoes. The lookout was the only 

survivor and he survived the war as a Japanese prisoner. 

Class: SS 212  

 Commissioned: 2/15/1943  

 Launched: 11/11/1942  
 Builder: Mare Island Navy Yard  

 Length: 307, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

 Fate: (Cont'd) About 2 minutes later, 

the submarine was rocked by a violent 

explosion. Apparently, one of Tullibee’s own torpedoes 

ran a circular course and sank the submarine that had 

launched it. 79 men lost. 1 survived. 

USS Trigger (SS-237) 

Lost on March 26,1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men, 

on her 12th war patrol. She was lost during a combined attack 

by Japanese antisubmarine vessels and aircraft. Trigger 
ranked 7th in total tonnage sunk and tied for 8th in number of 

ships sunk. 

Class: SS 237  

 Commissioned: 1/31/1942  

 Launched: 10/22/1941  
 Builder: Mare Island Navy Yard  

 Length: 312, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

 Fate: Postwar Japanese records 

showed a Japanese aircraft detected and bombed a sub-

marine. Surface ships were then guided to the spot and 

delivered an intensive depth charging. After two hours, a 

large oil slick appeared. 

ALERT 

ALL BASE MEMBERS AND NEWSLETTER EDITORS  

//RMWD7 

1. VA ID cards can be read by capable iPhones to reveal your 
SS number. Recommended you not carry when not needed. 

This is an Identity theft problem. Just received word that: 

WASHINGTON - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

today announced the phased roll out of newly designed, more 
secure Veteran Health Identification Cards. The new cards are 

distinguished by additional security features and will have a 

different look and feel. In addition to being more secure, the 
card has been transformed into a Veterans Health Identifica-

tion Card (VHIC). Similar to a typical health insurance card, 

the VHIC displays the Veteran's Member ID, a new unique 
identifier, as well as a Plan ID, reflecting the Veteran's enroll-

ment in VA health care. The VHIC is personalized to display 

the emblem of the Veteran's branch of service. It also pro-

vides features that make it easier to use, such as the addition 
of "VA" in Braille to help visually impaired Veterans, and the 

printing of VA phone numbers and emergency care instruc-

tions on the cards.  The card replaces the Veteran Identifica-
tion Card (VIC), which was introduced in 2004. As part of a 

phased rollout, starting this month, the card will only be of-

fered to newly enrolled and other Veterans who have not been 
issued a VIC. Then, in early April, VA will begin a three 

month effort to automatically issue the more secure VHIC to 

current VIC cardholders. VA recommends Veterans safeguard 

their VIC as they would a credit card, and cut up or shred the 
card once it is replaced. While not required to receive VA 

health care, all enrolled Veterans are encouraged to get a 

VHIC. 

2. Democrats and Republicans joined to pass a bill on 2-14 

that reverses a planned cut to military retirees pensions pay-
ments.  

3. Many states give veterans reduced property tax rates. PA, 

NY, VT, MA, TX, WY, OK, IN, IA, IL, MO among others. 
OK gives free hunting licenses to disabled vets, reduced auto 

license rates and sales taxes. MD gives $5000 free from in-

come taxes. Wyoming's works by lowing the assessed valua-

tion of the primary residence by $3000. Idaho has low income 
property tax relief. South Dakota has a qualifying disabled 

veteran plan as does Montana.  

4. 24 cents/mile is the rate for qualifying medical travel 
reimbursements to VA facilities or VA prescribed medical 

facilities.  

5. Do you have VA supplied hearing aids? Ringing in the 
ears. You may be eligible for 2 VA disability ratings. Now 

about $230 month. More importantly this will move those in 

VA Class 8 up the scale and protect their future VA medical 

care.  
6. Benefits may include burial in a VA national cemetery, 

opening and closing of the grave, perpetual care, inscribed 

headstone or marker, a burial flag, Presidential Memorial 
Certificate, and other services. Veterans may be eligible for a 

headstone, marker, or medallion for placement in private 

cemeteries worldwide. Some Veterans may also be eligible 

for burial allowances.       (Continued on Page 6) 
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Binnacle List 
No one on the list this month. 

If you know of some one that should be on 
the Binnacle list please let the editor know. 

Thanks 
 

 Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in 
our thoughts and prayers as we go forward  each day  

***************************** 

Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

March: 

13th—- Base Meeting — Chow - Lasagna, Yea 

April: 

10th—-Base Meeting 

May: 

8th —-Base Meeting 

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

Honor Flights 

As most of you are aware, there is a group that is providing trips to Washington DC. For WWII vet-

erans.  Any WWII veterans that have not been honored with this trip should make inquiries. . Refer 

to the following contact information for the Honor Flight program. The Western Washington State 

point of contact is: Jim and Renée Peavey. Their phone number is 253-303-1130. Their email ad-

dress is info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org The Eastern Washington point of contact is Tony La-

manna His phone number is 503-624-0222. His email address is request@inwhonorflight.org The 

Oregon State point of contact for Portland is: Eric Denser and his phone number is: (503) 367-7520 

(Portland, OR) For more information you can go to the following website: WWW.honorflight.org  I 

recommend you go to that website and follow the links to download the applications for both the 

Military Veteran and the Guardian. Please let me know if you have anymore questions or need any 

assistance.  

If needed I can make copies of the applications and send them to anyone needing them. Supply me 

with your mailing address and I will send them to you.    The Editor (The last month this Article will appear) 

Proposed By-Law change 

Article III, Sect. 9 currently states:" Associate mem-

bers of Blueback Base may vote, but may not hold 

elected office. Associate members may hold appointed 

offices." 

Proposed change: ―Associate members of Blueback Base 

may vote. Associate members in good standing may hold the 

elected offices of Secretary or Treasurer.‖  

Our By-Laws requires the proposal changes be read 3 

times before voting. The first reading of the latest 

changes was at the January Base meeting, the 2nd 

reading will be at the February Base Meeting. 

Respectfully submitted 

Ray Lough—-Blueback Base 

tel:253-303-1130
mailto:info@pugetsoundhonorflight.org
tel:503-624-0222
mailto:request@inwhonorflight.org
tel:%28503%29%20367-7520
http://www.honorflight.org/
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(Alert Continued from Page 6) 

7. There is now a listing of U.S. N. ships by name that qualify 
for Agent Orange consideration who were in the Vietnam 

area. No submarines qualify but many of us served on ships 

there, especially corpsmen. 

8. To determine your eligibility for VA medical care go to: 
http://hbexplorer.vacloud.us/ 

9. VA supplied headstones can now be inscribed with SS, 

SW, Chief PO and Petty Officer designations but only on 
those going into non National cemeteries as those cemeteries 

have their own rules as to what they allow.  

************************ 

Has Anybody Seen a Blimp Around Here? 
         In the late summer of 1952, a strange pair of Navy vehi-
cles arrived at Naval Air Station Key West on Boca Chica 

Key in Florida: the submarine USS SEA POACHER (SS-

406) towing a giant blimp called K-86. Dan Summitt, an offi-

cer aboard SEA POACHER at the time of the event, explains 
what happened in his book "Tales of a Cold War Subma-

riner." "We were operating submerged at a couple of hundred 

feet about thirty miles south of Key West. It seemed we spent 
most of our time providing target services for the sonar 

school, also based at Key West. On this day we were provid-

ing those services for a helium-filled blimp carrying sonar 

operator students and also conducting an evaluation of a 

 certain type of 'dipping' sonar. We would come to periscope 
depth every half hour, raise a radio whip antenna, and get di-

rections from the blimp regarding our course, speed, and 

depth for the next half hour.  ".At noon I assumed the 'conn.' 

My job as conning officer was to stand watch in the  conning 
tower and run the submarine as directed by the captain.  "It 

was time to check in with the blimp, so I ordered the diving 

officer to take us to periscope depth. .I raised the whip an-
tenna and called the blimp. ―What would you like next?' I 

asked. 'Come get me,' he answered, "I've lost all power and 

I'm flying free like a balloon.' I told him to hang on and we 
would get him."  As SEA POACHER steamed the ten miles 

to the blimp, Summitt "reported to the blimp pilot that we had 

surfaced, had him on radar, and were closing on him as fast as 

possible. I asked about his condition and he explained that he 
could  still control his altitude but that both engines had been  

ruined when he allowed the airship to get too close to the  wa-

ter. The propellers, which hung a bit lower than the gondola, 
had hit the water and torn up the engines." The captain took 

the Conn and Summitt headed out on deck. ".Once we were 

under the blimp we headed along the  course the wind was 

blowing it and finally matched its speed. The blimp pilot re-
ported he would attempt to drop down slowly until we could 

reach the handling lines dangling from the airship. .Just as the 

 handling lines got within reach, the blimp's operator started 

dropping  sandbags to stop the airship's downward descent. 

He dropped too many, however, and it started rising again. I 
think all of us figured it would be a simple job to control the 

blimp once we got hold of some [of] its  handling lines, but 

we were very mistaken.      (Continued next Column) 

(Blimp Continued) 

There were about fifteen men on deck and the blimp was trail-
ing about four lines, each of which could be grabbed by a 

good number of men. As the blimp started rising again, how-

ever, it lifted some of the men off the deck. 

       "We quickly learned that we were not going to be able to 

capture the blimp by simply holding on to it. We were going 

to have to get a couple of our mooring lines and tie them to 

the blimp's handling lines, thus securing it to our submarine." 

After several unsuccessful attempts, the pilot was out of sand-
bags-and the gasoline he had also started dumping-so he be-

gan tossing all manner of things overboard, "tool boxes, anu-

als, shoes, equipment-anything that was not tied down." Sev-
eral men leaped from the gondola as the blimp touched the 

water (they were plucked out soon after; the pilot and co-pilot 

remained on the blimp). Meanwhile, men aboard SEA 
POACHER scrambled to attach their mooring lines to the 

blimp's  handling lines. "We added two more mooring lines 

and soon had the blimp up to a reasonable altitude for towing. 

We started off slowly to see how the airship responded and 
soon had safely increased to sufficient speed to get back to 

Key West well before sunset."  

      A couple of hours later, SEA POACHER handed the 

blimp off to a crash boat that had come from the air station. 

Then she headed back to port. "[W]e set about preparing to 
land. Then it hit all of us: we had no mooring lines. We in-

formed squadron operations of our plight and were told  they 

would make arrangements. Soon we got word that no spare 
mooring lines were available, so we were instructed to pull 

alongside another sub, several of its crewmen passed the ex-

cess portions of their lines to us and we fashioned an accept-
able mooring for the night. "The next morning, the first lieu-

tenant.signed out a pickup truck and headed for the air station 

 with a couple of men to retrieve our mooring lines. .He re-

turned several hours later, empty-handed. He had found our 

mooring lines, but they had been cut into two- to three-foot 

lengths and passed out to all the blimp and air station person-
nel as mementos of 'the great blimp rescue by a submarine.' 

He said he had explained to them that it would cost several 

 thousand dollars from our quarterly operating fund to replace 

those lines and we could not afford it. Then he smiled and 

handed our captain papers authorizing us to purchase the line 

and charge it to the blimp squadron's operating fund. 

      "The next week we were surprised to open a copy of Life 

magazine and find several pages devoted to the blimp rescue. 

Back then, Life was published weekly and was extremely 

popular. The most impressive picture was an aerial photo of 

us towing the blimp. It filled two full pages." 

HAVAII OR HAWAII 

 
Two men debate whether Hawaii is pronounced "HaVaii" or 
"HaWaii." 

They ask a passerby, who answers "Havaii." 

"Thank you," says the satisfied first man."You're velcome," 

replies the passerby  

http://hbexplorer.vacloud.us/
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It’s Been Twenty Years! 

The Blueback arrived in Portland on February 25, 1994 – it 

was a dark and stormy night!! A tug boat brought her down 

from Bremerton and she was moored to the Naval Reserve 

dock.  

My first tour was that night led by Les Savage. All we had was 
a flash light. We went forward and when I opened the hatch to 

the forward room, there was a hiss – a rush of air. I dogged the 

hatch back in place thinking there was a opening to sea. There 

wasn‘t. All was well. 

That day began a career working on the Blueback. At that time, 
there were more than enough Blueback Base troops putting in 

time on her. OMSI was represented by some people that came 

aboard, saw what was involved, and left the boat to us. I was 
home watching the news one night and there was word of a fire 

on the boat. Apparently when the ‗yardbirds‘ were cutting the 

access hole for the stairs (I know, LADDER!), some dirt or 

insulation caught fire. No damage was done, but the Blueback  

lost a sister ship (USS Bonefish SS582) to fire. We ‗rescued‘ 
the pressure hull remains (HY80 steel) that were removed for 

the entrance and Fred Carneau cut it up into small pieces for 

soveniers. Last December, I e-mailed Channel Two, hoping 

that we could get a film crew and Emily Sinovic down on 
Monday (2/24/2014) to film the boat and the maintenance 

crew. I sent  

three e-mails and never heard back. So either they were busy or 

they checked with OMSI  and OMSI put the kibosh on the idea. 

(I did NOT run the idea past the OMSI suits!!) Anyhow, the 
boat now has her fifth hash mark and I‘m pretty sure they‘re 

red hash marks. We don‘t trust anyone with gold hash 

marks!!!! 

Bob Walters 

********************************** 

Enlisted women may join crews starting in 2016 

The Navy will soon ask every female sailor whether she is interested in joining the submarine force, and the answers 

will help shape the strategy for bringing enlisted women aboard subs. The task force that is figuring out the best way 

to integrate enlisted women into the submarine force expects to receive the results of the anonymous survey this sum-

mer. "The ability to attract, recruit and retain quality female sailors is essential to the success of integration. It will 

also be a big challenge," Lt. Timothy Hawkins, spokesman for the task force, said in a statement. Enlisted women 

could begin serving aboard submarines in 2016. About two-thirds of Navy ships have mixed-gender crews. The task 

force is consulting with senior leaders in the Navy communities where women have served on ships and at aircraft 

squadrons, to understand their experiences and incorporate their lessons into the planning, Hawkins said. Vice Adm. 

Michael J. Connor, the commander of the submarine force, approved the task force's timeline for completing a series 

of studies and the areas of study for nine working groups on Feb. 10, Hawkins said in the statement. Hawkins de-

scribed the group's "Plan of Actions and Milestones" as "the plan to build the plan." One group is responsible for 

gauging how many enlisted women will want to serve aboard submarines. Other working groups are looking at ship 

configuration, what submarines to integrate, or what modifications will be required and when; sailor rate conversion, 

or what specific rates, or jobs, the submarine force will use to bring current female sailors into the submarine force; 

and recruiting development and accession planning, or whether any changes are needed in the recruiting practices and 

policies or in how the training a sailor completes before reporting to a submarine is structured, Hawkins said. Another 

group will use the findings to craft the initial plan.      (Continued  next Page) 

Humor 

The Bagpiper  

Time is like a river. You cannot touch the water twice, 
because the flow that has passed will never pass again. En-

joy every moment of life. As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. 

Recently I was asked by a funeral director to play at a 
graveside service for a homeless man. He had no family or 

friends, so the service was to be at a pauper's cemetery in 

the Nova Scotia back country. As I was not familiar with 

the backwoods, I got lost and, being a typical man, I didn't 

stop for directions. 

I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had 
evidently gone and the hearse was nowhere in sight. There 

were only the diggers and crew left and they were eating 

lunch. I felt badly and apologized to the men for being 
late.I went to the side of the grave and looked down and the 

vault lid was already in place. I didn't know what else to 

do, so I started to play. The workers put down their lunches 

and began to gather around. I played out my heart and soul 
for this man with no family and friends. I played like I've 

never played before for this homeless man. And as I played 

"Amazing Grace", the workers began to weep. They wept, 
I wept, we all wept together. When I finished, I packed up 

my bagpipes and started for my car. Though my head was 

hung low, my heart was full. 

As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers 

say, "I never seen anything like that before, and I've been 

putting in septic tanks for twenty years." 

Apparently, I'm still lost....it's a man thing. 
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( Enlisted Woman Continued) 

Soon, the remaining groups will look to validate that there is a viable career path for all rates and pay grades, study retention is-

sues, and write the final plan with input from across the fleet, Hawkins said. Each group is led by a subject matter expert and 

includes 10 to 20 participants from commands across the Navy. The Navy lifted its ban on women serving aboard submarines in 

2010 and started assigning female officers first to the larger, ballistic-missile and guided-missile submarines. Female officers 

will begin reporting to attack submarines by January 2015, and, as the next step, the Navy is considering enlisted women for sub 

duty. 

Rear Adm. Kenneth M. Perry, the commander of Submarine Group Two in Groton, leads the 60-person task force. He was not 

available to comment. Perry has said that the biggest challenge the task force faces is figuring out how women can have a suc-

cessful career in the submarine force - which often entails going to sea for long periods of time - and a family as well, and that 
while the standards people must meet to be a submariner will continue to be gender-neutral, it may not be wise not to acknowl-

edge that the life/work balance is fundamentally different for a woman than it is for a man. 

A detailed implementation plan is due to the Chief of Naval Operations by March 2015. Hawkins said the task force's work is on 

track, and there will be briefings for top Navy leaders so they can decide what action to take by early 2015. 

SMOKE 
It's hard to believe for some, but there is an aging group of men bound together by smoke. Not smoke people ordinarily draw 

into their lungs for a buzz, legal or illegal, but stinky old diesel smoke made by burning hydrocarbons. It's burned in great big 
old noisy diesel engines designed for railroad locomotives and transplanted into a submarine, of all places.  

This smoke binds them together with wispy chains stronger than the finest hardened steel. Men that sit around remembering 

shipmates and times good and bad, their memories brought to them on grey blue clouds. Clouds of it shot out over ports of the 
seven seas, on lighting off for going to sea. Underway and across those seas the smoke settles to an efficiency haze, but the die-

sel smoke smell follows them. The smoke and sounds that shut down when reaching home port after many days alone at sea. 

Today, these old timers travel many miles to see, hear and once more catch that wonderful reminder of their youth. With tears in 
the eyes of some, they lean forward to breathe it in. They take photographs of diesel smoke clouds belching from exhaust pipes 

of museum piece subs. Back home they show them to others and post video clips on the internet. Others sit and wait for these 

clips to download over slow internet connections, just to see that smoke and hear the sound. It is said that the sense of smell 

brings back the strongest memories. If so, then we are lucky one because our smoke is strong and memorable. Along with our 
smoky chains, we have those memories and neither can be removed from our hearts.  

Many a submariner says, "One more time, just one more time". For some, that means to go out and make another dive, for oth-

ers just to hear the roar and to smell that smoke.  
Me, I'd like to yank a throttle lever, feel the deck plates shudder under my feet, hear the sounds, smell the smoke and be with 

those that are bound together by these things. Just one more time and for a little while. 

********************************************************************** 

WASHINGTON 
It‘s hard to find consensus on most anything in Washington D.C., but four national security-focused think tanks managed to 

forge something of a rough outline for the future of defense spending. 

During a briefing held in the Dirksen Senate Office building on Wednesday, a group of well-known budgetary and strategic 
thinkers from the four think tanks coalesced around a roughly similar set of options for the Pentagon over the next decade: The 

venerable A-10 attack plane should be retired, along with the U2 spy plane and the F-18C/D models, while the Navy should lose 

two to four of its current aircraft carriers. Hosted by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Analysis, the event also featured the 

American Enterprise Institute (AEI), Center for a New American Strategy (CNAS), and the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS). The effort is the organization‘s yearly attempt to game out the options being weighed by the Pentagon‘s 

Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR).  

While all four teams cut carriers and destroyers from the Navy‘s arsenal — they only did so in order to preserve funding to add 

to the Navy‘s submarines and also to replace the current carriers with newer models — keeping the industrial base happy—

instead of giving mid-life overhauls to existing flattops. While the number of carriers that the think tankers propose cutting var-
ied from two to four (AEI with the most, and CSBA and CNAS the least), all — save CNAS — called for adding to the number 

of submarines floated in future budgets, while drastically increasing spending on satellites, cyber, and communications tech-

nologies.                                                                         (Continued on Page 9) 
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(Washington continued from Page 8) 

The thinking is pretty clear with regard to how strategists conceive 
of the threat posed by China and other potential near-peer adver-

saries. Carriers, while they can project power like nothing else 

afloat, are vulnerable to coastal stand-off weapons and cannot 

launch nukes from relatively close in to the shore like submarines. 

CSIS also called for selling Littoral Combat Ships and other ad-
vanced platforms to allies, while relying on the United Kingdom 

for some SSBN on-station requirements. 

The think tank‘s David Berteau explained that while ―the QDR 

process historically has been silent on allies,‖ the current budget 

realities almost mandate that the United States rely more on allies 

where it can.  

Planners at the Pentagon ―should at least open the possibility for 

the QDR to be more robust in that regard‖ he said, adding that a 

deeper reliance on allies means that the US will have to begin sell-

ing them some of the most advanced communications equipment 

currently being churned out by the American defense industry. 

―We run the risk where the vision of interoperability gets harder and harder‖ because the gap between the US and its partners 

―gets wider and wider‖ in coming years, he said. 

This newfound embrace of allies was also heard from AEI‘s Tom Donnelly, who floated the idea of ―a garrison and forward po-

sitioning concept not dissimilar to what we have in Kuwait today,‖ with other allies, particularly those who are ―front line 

states.‖ 

Donnelly prioritized airfields around the Persian Gulf region, ―with the northern Gulf in mind,‖ as an area where the US shou ld 

focus. 

―We have to project power forward and swarm in ways that create a more robust form of deterrence,‖ he said, but lamented that  

―the [Pentagon] is having a hard time explaining to Congress the value of forward presence. We‘re not going to build any big 

new bases overseas, but because of that we want to have the ability to use the bases of our friends and partners,‖ he added. 

In keeping with the theme of forward presence from the sea, while also maintaining some land-based capabilities overseas, all of 
the participants underscored the need to continue to invest in a robust logistics tail to keep far-flung troops and their advanced 

equipment supplied and running. 

CSBA‘s Jim Thomas said that the US should focus on adopting ―new divisions of labor with allies‖ since ―it‘s going to be 

harder for us to project our military‖ due to the increasing sophistication of standoff weapons that have proliferated around the 

globe. 

In their presentation, CSBA wrote that American allies should assume ―greater responsibility as ‗first responders‘ for own de-

fense and create ‗friendly‘ A2/AD to defend sovereignty and provide forward sanctuaries for US forces.‖ 

The think tank also advocates the expansion of the US combat logistics fleet as well as growing the overseas submarine infra-

structure to allow US subs to be outfitted and repaired in foreign ports. 

―If we‘re going to have a smaller force it has to be more logistically capable,‖ Thomas said. 

****************************************************** 

(Eternal Patrol) William David Dretke TMC SS USN RET 

Funeral services were held at: Evergreen Memorial Gardens 1101 N E. 112th Ave. Vancouver ,WA  98684 on Sunday Feb 2 . 

Bill served on USS BECUNA (SS319) USS ARCHERFISH (SS311) USS BOARFISH (SS327) during WWII. He received the 

Presidential Unit Citation ( he & 2 Shipmates )for Heroism Outstanding performance on USS ARCHERFISH (SS311)during a 

WAR PATROL against Japanese forces. Bill enlisted in USN 25 Feb 1942 & retired from USN on 1 April 1964 as TMC SS , 

after 22 years of faithful service to the USA . Bill then went to work for Bonneville Power for 25 yrs + and then retired.  

Bill was born May 16 1925 in Clintonville Wisconsin. He graduated from high school and joined the Navy. He married Francis 

Riley on June 17th 1950. His wife preceded him in death. Family is being represented by Bill's Nieces, Jan Horn and Darlene 

Reagan who both live in Texas. After Bill's retirement from the Navy, he enjoyed camping, fishing and climbing mountains. He 

climbed Mt Hood several times and also climbed Mt St Helen's, prior to the volcano's eruption. He always enjoyed the beauty of 

the Vancouver Washington area.                   Respectfully Submitted : JAN HORN 
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March Word Search 

Tools 
 Find and circle all of the Tools that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell a secret message - a Henry David Thoreau quotation 

BAND SAW 
BOLT CUTTER 

BRUSH 

BUFFER 

CALIPER 
CHALK 

CHISEL 

CLAMP 
COPING SAW 

CROWBAR 

DADO 
DIVIDER 

DRILL PRESS 

 

FILE 
GRINDER 

HAMMER 

HAND SAW 

HEX KEY 
JIG SAW 

JOINTER 

KNIFE 
LATHE 

MALLET 

MITER BOX 
PLANE 

PLIER 

 

POLISHER 
PROTRACTOR 

PRY BAR 

PUNCH 

RASP 
RATCHET 

ROUTER 

SANDER 
SAWHORSE 

SCREWDRIVER 

SCROLL SAW 

SOCKETS 

 

SPRAY GUN 
SQUARE 

STAPLE GUN 

STUD FINDER 

TABLE SAW 
TAPE MEASURE 

TAPS AND DIES 

TINSNIPS 
VISE 

WOOD RULE 

WRECKING BAR 

WRENCH 

The hidden February TV show is:  

THE MARY TYLER MOORE SHOW 


