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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   

No Regular Meeting this Month  

We will Have a Brief Meeting at   

Spaghetti Factory at the 

Start of  

Submarine Birthday Lunch 

 

Date:  April 12th 

Time:  1200 to 1500 

L ocat ion :  Clackamas 

Spaghetti Factory 

Address: 12725 SE 93rd, Ave. 

Clackamas, OR. 97015     (Map on Page 5) 

mailto:mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com?subject=Blueback%20Base
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Commanders Corner 

Birthdays….aren’t they great? Some people dread an upcom-

ing birthday while others get excited about their birthdays. 

To some people a birthday signifies getting older while oth-
ers are happy they are around to have another birthday. The 

Submarine Force is having a birthday in April. I’m glad we 

are going to celebrate this birthday. Today’s force seems to 

be a lot smaller than the force you and I served in. It is 
smaller but just as deadly as ever and prepared to answer the 

call if needed. Today’s submarine is not just a weapon to be 

used during war but it can do rescue operations and search 
missions. The Navy has provided ―ships‖ for the search of 

the lost Malaysian flight in the Indian Ocean. What may 

hamper the search are water conditions and at 14000 ft of 
water the hydrophone would have to almost be on top of the 

transponder to hear it. 

So let’s celibate birthdays …….I may be getting older but I 

refuse to grow up! 

Don’t forget we are celebrating the Submarine Birthday at 

The Old Spaghetti Factory at  Clackamas Town Center. The 

tickets are $15.00 per person for open plate ordering. You 
pay for your wine or liquor drinks. Make your checks out to: 

Blueback Sub Vets. Mail them to our PO Box or to me:  

Ray Lough 

 3313 NE 160th 

 Ridgefield, WA 98642 

Or I will collect at the door (reluctantly). Also bring some 

cash to purchase tickets for the Sea Pressure Gauge off of an 
S boat (provided by Bob Walters)  

See ya’ll at the luncheon 

 

Greenboard 

Ray Lough 

BLUEBACK MEETING MINUTES 

03/13/2014 

1730- E Board meeting: Present Ray Lough, Bob Jackson, 

Mike Worden, Fred Carneau and Dennis Smith. The Plan of 
the Day was presented by Ray Lough. Items covered in the 

meeting were: Submarine Birthday lunch, Dinner for OMSI 

volunteers, third reading of the by-law change. USSVI mem-

bership dues and message from Al Singleman at National that 
March 31st is deadline for annual report. Also mentioned that 

the Blueback Base has received an invitation for lunch at 

Whitehead Gardens on Veterans Day. Ray talked about Navy 

Plaque dedication in Washington DC May 24th 

1750- E Board meeting adjourned 

1830-1900 Wonderful dinner served by the wives. Great din-

ner ladies!!!! Thank you very much  

1900- Blueback base meeting called to order.  

Invocation: Scott Duncan 

(Continued Next Column) 

(Meeting Minutes Continued) 

Flag Salute lead by Ray Lough 

Tolling of the Boats for Lost Boats: JD Corbett 

Moment of silence for departed Shipmates 

Creed of USSVI read by Base Commander Ray Lough 

1920- Introductions 

Secretary Report by Dennis Smith 

Treasurers Report by Mike Warden. Mike accounted for all 
bank accounts and CD’S and was instructed by Ray Lough to 

take the earned interest from the CD’S and deposit it into the 

General Fund. 

1930 Old Business 

1) Third reading of proposed By-Law change and vote. Arti-

cle 9 of the By-Laws was read for the third time by Ray 

Lough. A motion was made by Stu Crosby to accept Article 9 
By-Laws change as read by Ray Lough and seconded by 

Mike Worden. Passed. 

2) Ray Lough asked that we keep Kathy and Dave Vrooman 

in our thoughts and prayers. Kathy is in the hospital.  

3) Bob Lee asked us to remember departed shipmates that 

went on eternal patrol 

1945 New Business 

1) Invitation from Whitewood Gardens in Portland on SE 

174th  to attend a Veterans Day Lunch and dessert. Under 

discussion, Tim Smart suggested that this type of activity  

does not meet our mission statement.  Ray decided to not take 

any immediate action and leave it open to further discussion 

at next meeting. 

50/50 break: auctioned Sandy Musa gift basket and sold raf-

fle tickets for the S Boat pressure gauge 

2) Proposed Blueback base By-Law change: Article X (10) 

Section 3 changed to read, Members whose dues are in ar-
rears in accordance with National USSVI Article 7 Section 

1E January 31st and may be dropped from all rosters upon a 

majority vote of the Executive Board. of current year shall be 
considered ―Not in Good Standing‖ This is the first reading 

of the proposed By-Law change 

1955 Good of the Service. 

Al Singleman from National USSVI sent information about 
The Navy Plaque Dedication in Washington DC. Date for 

Base Picnic was set for August 9th  at Clackamette Park 

50/50 drawing: won by Bob Sumner 

Benediction Scott Duncan 

2010 meeting adjourned, Sailing List Agler, Bryan, Carneau, 
Collins, Corbett, Crosby, Darkes, Duncan, Fitzgerald, 

Gatchel, Hager, Hudson, Jackson, Lee, Lough,  McComisky, 

McLaughlin, Sandra Musa, Bill Musa, Nowland, Savage, 
Schultz, Scott, Smart, Smith, Stowe, Sumner, Thrall, Walters, 

Webb, Whitmarsh, Worden 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Dennis Smith FTG2(SS) Base Secretary 
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USS Pickerel (SS-177) 
Lost on April 3,1943 with the loss of 74 officers and men, 

while on her 7th war patrol. She was lost off Honshu. The 
exact cause of her loss has never been determined, but her OP 

area contained numerous minefields. 

Class: SS 172  

Commissioned: 1/26/1937  

Launched: 7/7/1936  
Builder: Electric Boat Co (General Dynamics)  

Length: 301, Beam: 25  

#Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 45  
Fate: Pickerel departed Pearl Harbor, HI., and after top-

ping off with fuel at Midway, Island on 22 March, and 

headed for the Eastern Coast of Northern Honshu and 

was never heard from again. 

USS Snook (SS-279) 
Lost on April 8,1945 with the loss of 84 officers and men. 

Snook ranks 10th in total Japanese tonnage sunk and is tied 

for 9th in the number of ships sunk. She was lost near Hainan 

Island, possibly sunk by a Japanese submarine. 

Class: SS 212  
Commissioned: 10/24/1942  

Launched: 8/15/1942  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

Fate: Snook was lost from unknown causes while conduct-

ing her 9th war patrol, in the South China Sea and Luzon 

Strait. 84 men lost. 

USS Thresher (SSN-593) 
Lost on April 10, 1963 with the loss of 112 crew members 

and 17 civilian technicians during deep-diving exercises. 15 
minutes after reaching test depth, she communicated with 

USS Skylark that she was having problems. Skylark heard 

noises "like air rushing into an air tank" - then, silence. Res-
cue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently recovered bits of 

debris, including gloves and bits of internal insulation. Photo-

graphs taken by Trieste proved that the submarine had broken 
up, taking all hands on board to their deaths in 1,400 fathoms 

of water, some 220 miles east of Boston. 

Class: SSN 593  

Commissioned: 8/3/1961  

Launched: 7/9/1960  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
Length: 279, Beam: 32  

#Officers: 16, #Enlisted: 96  

Fate: Thresher was lost while conducting sea trials off the 

New England coast. Probably due to a catastrophic flood-

ing casualty. 129 men lost. 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211) 
Lost on April 18, 1944 with the loss of 79 men off Saipan. 

Winner of 5 Presidential Unit Citations, Gudgeon was on her 
12th war patrol and most likely due to a combined air and 

surface antisubmarine attack.  

Gudgeon was the first US submarine to go on patrol from 
Pearl Harbor after the Japanese attack. On her first patrol, she 

became the first US submarine to sink an enemy warship, 

picking off the submarine I-173. 

Class: SS 198  

Commissioned: 4/21/1941  
Launched: 1/25/1941  

Builder: Mare Island Navy Yard  

Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  
Fate: Gudgeon was officially declared overdue and pre-

sumed lost on 7 June 1944. Captured Japanese records 

shed no light on the manner of her loss, and it must re-

main one of the mysteries of the silent sea. 78 men lost. 

USS Grenadier (SS-210) 
Lost on April 22,1943 near Penang, with no immediate loss of 

life. She was on her 6th war patrol. While stalking a convoy, 
she was spotted by a plane and dove. While passing 130 feet, 

the plane dropped a bomb causing sever damage. She was 

lodged on the bottom 270 feet and the crew spent hours fight-
ing fires and flooding. When she surfaced, she had no propul-

sion and was attacked by another plane. While she shot down 

the plane. When enemy ships arrived, the CO abandoned ship 
and scuttled the boat. Of the 61 crew members taken prisoner, 

57 survived the war. 

Class: SS 198  

Commissioned: 5/1/1941  

Launched: 11/29/1940  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

Fate: Grenadier was scuttled after being heavily damaged 

by a Japanese aircraft off Malay Peninsula. Her crew was 

taken prisoner by the Japanese. 4 died in captivity 

 

  

“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 
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MESSAGE 031614  
FM USSVI VETERANS MESSAGE CNTR  

TO USSVI BASE VETERANS REP  

 

This message is a benefit to USSVI members. Please insure all members and newsletter editors receive it.  

 

1.http://www.hiringourheroes.org/hiringourheroes/fasttrack A site showing density of areas looking to hire veterans.  

2.  http://vetcentral.us.jobs/veteransmembers.asp is a site listing federal contractors and other Vet-friendly employers take af-
firmative action to employ and advance in employment covered veterans in accordance with Affirmative Action Programs, the 

Vietnam Era Veterans' Readjustment Assistance Act (VEVRAA), as amended, and the Jobs for Veterans Act.  

3. http://www.humanityca.org/veterans/serving-our-heroes/ is a site associated with Habitat for Humanity. They have built 

homes in San Fernando/Santa Clarita Valleys’ two veteran ―enriched‖ communities in Sylmar and Santa Clarita was prompted 

by a great community need.  

4. http://www.veteransresources.org/2014/03/tips-financially-preparing-va-loan/ Buying a home is usually the largest purchase 

any individual will make in his or her lifetime, and it can be a decision overwhelmed by questions and confusions. Conventional 
lending programs typically make the loan application process a daunting one, and leave many interested borrowers digging 

through paperwork on their own  

5. Buying a home is usually the largest purchase any individual will make in his or her lifetime, and it can be a decision over-
whelmed by questions and confusions. Conventional lending programs typically make the loan application process a daunting 

one, and leave many interested borrowers digging through paperwork on their own. Luckily for veterans, the […]  

6. http://www.veteransresources.org/2014/03/homeless-veteran-leadership-network/ Homeless Veterans Resource  

7. For the fifth consecutive time, the Department of Veterans Affairs' National Cemetery Administration (NCA) has bested the 
nation's top corporations and other federal agencies in a prestigious, independent survey of customer satisfaction. "Once again, 

this survey shows that employees at VA's 131 national cemeteries are committed to providing world-class customer service for 

our Nation's Veterans and their families."  
8. The government's effort to cut a backlog of pending compensation claims for veterans has stalled at about 400,000 cases, and 

steps are needed to understand what isn't working to solve the problem, says a group representing recent war veterans. In a re-

port http://iava.org/battle-end-va-backlog released 3 FEB, the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA) group recom-
mends several ways it says will speed up claim processing, many of the ideas already supported and sought by the Department 

of Veterans Affairs. The VA called the report part of its continued collaboration with veterans groups and said it continues 

working aggressively to try to end the backlog in 2015. "We have made strong progress, and we know there is more work to 

do," said Drew Brookie, VA press secretary. By March last year, the VA had fallen behind in processing more than 600,000 
claims by veterans seeking compensation for service-related medical problems.  

9. Search the ―Wall‖ for your state: http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm  

10. On VA supplied headstones, you can now have your rank MCPO, SCPO, PO, Petty Officer rand and (SS) inscribed on the 
stone.  

11. Shipmate Finders:  

a. Ussvi.org if they are a member of USSVI. Obviously you must log in to find guys.  

b. Military.com You must join first but it’s easy  
c. Decklog.com/buddy-finder  

d. http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=Profile You must join here also  

e. http://www.vetfriends.com/?utm_source=Bing%2FMSN&utm_medium=CPC&utm_term=%7BOrderItemID%
7D&utm_content=%7BAdID%7D&utm_campaign=Bing%2BPaid  

f. http://www.militarylocator.com/  

g. gisearch.com  

12. Your DD-214 is NOT on-line. The process to get it is! http://www.archives.gov/veterans/ is the site of choice. I have done it 

and also got my medical records as I wanted to know my cumulative lifetime radiation dose. Takes 4-6 weeks to get it after 
mailing in the forms.  

13. Are you eligible for VA health care? A test site is available at: http://hbexplorer.vacloud.us/ BUT the better route is to visit 

the nearest VA facility or do a search on the Internet for VA Form 10-10EZ. Fill it out and send in. If you are not eligible, you 

should try yearly anyway because requirements are always changing or if your income drops dramatically you should reapply.  

      

************************************************************************* 

http://www.hiringourheroes.org/hiringourheroes/fasttrack
http://vetcentral.us.jobs/veteransmembers.asp
http://www.humanityca.org/veterans/serving-our-heroes/
http://www.veteransresources.org/2014/03/tips-financially-preparing-va-loan/
http://www.veteransresources.org/2014/03/homeless-veteran-leadership-network/
http://iava.org/battle-end-va-backlog
http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm
http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=Profile
http://www.vetfriends.com/?utm_source=Bing%2FMSN&utm_medium=CPC&utm_term=%7BOrderItemID%7D&utm_content=%7BAdID%7D&utm_campaign=Bing%2BPaid
http://www.vetfriends.com/?utm_source=Bing%2FMSN&utm_medium=CPC&utm_term=%7BOrderItemID%7D&utm_content=%7BAdID%7D&utm_campaign=Bing%2BPaid
http://www.militarylocator.com/
http://gisearch.com/
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/
http://hbexplorer.vacloud.us/
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Binnacle List 
 

Kathy Vrooman was in the hospital for a few days in 
March to determine what was causing her pain, that deter-
mined she was given a blood transfusion and sent home. 
Kathy will continue the chemo the first of April. Lets all keep 
Kathy in our payers. 

 
******************************** 

 
 Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in our 
thoughts and prayers as we go forward  each day  

 

***************************** 

Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

April: 

12th—-Base Meeting & Submarine Birthday Lunch at 

the Clackamas Spaghetti Factory from 1200 to 1500 

May: 

8th —-Base Meeting 

June: 

12th —-Base Meeting 

July: 

10th —-Base Meeting 

August: 

9th ——Blueback picnic at Clackamette County Park 

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

 

Map for Birthday Lunch 
 

Submarine Birthday Lunch on April 12th from 1200 to 1500. 

Cost is $15 per person. Place is the Clackamas Spaghetti 
Factory. Checks made out to Blueback Sub Vets;  

Mail checks to: Ray Lough 

3313 NE 160th St 
Ridgefield, WA 98642 

I need to let them know a head count by the Thursday before 

so HURRY 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

*********** 

Location: Clackamas Spaghetti Factory 

Address: 12725 SE 93rd, Ave. 

Clackamas, OR. 97015    

**************************** 

Psychology vs. Law  

A guy is looking for a place to sit in a crowded university 

library. He asked a girl: " Do you mind if I sit beside you?" 
The girl replied in a loud voice: "I DON'T WANT TO 

SPEND THE NIGHT WITH YOU!"  

All the students in the library started staring at the guy; he 
was truly embarrassed and moved to another table.  

After a couple of minutes, the girl walked quietly to the guy's 

table and said with a laugh: "I study psychology, and I know 

what a man is thinking. I guess you felt embarrassed, right?"  
The guy then responded in a loud voice: "$500 FOR ONE 

NIGHT? . . . THAT'S TOO MUCH!"  

All the people in the library looked at the girl in shock.  
The guy whispered to her:"I study law, and I know how to 

screw people." 

North 
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NEWS-01: Cold War Certificate Program 
US Army Awards and Decorations Branch - Cold War Certificate Program. 

In accordance with section 1084 of the Fiscal Year 1998 National Defense Authorization Act, the Secretary of Defense approved 

awarding Cold War Recognition Certificates to all members of the armed forces and qualified federal government civilian per-
sonnel who faithfully and honorably served the United States anytime during the Cold War era, which is defined as Sept 2, 1945, 

to Dec. 26, 1991, are eligible. This is the only official site on which to request Cold War Recognition Certificates. This site is 

operated by the United States Army, the executive agency for the Cold War Recognition Program. Cold War Recognition Cer-
tificates are available to qualified individuals at no cost. Any other site offering these certificates or replicas for sale or purchase 

are not official sites and are not approved or endorsed by the US Army. There is no authorized medal or ribbon for the program. 

www.hrc.army.mil/TAGD/Awards%20and%20Decorations%20Branch%20-%20Cold%20War%20Certificate%20Program 

U.S. Navy shuts Arctic submarine ice camp after cracks appear 

(Reuters) - The U.S. Navy said on Monday it was dismantling a temporary ice camp used to support submarine exercises off the 

coast of Alaska a week early after cracks appeared in the ice and made it too risky to use airfields to ferry people and supplies. 

"The rapidly changing conditions of the ice, along with extremely low temperatures and poor visibility have hampered helicop-

ter operations and made sustaining the runway and camp too risky," the Navy division in charge of submarine forces said in a 

statement. It said all personnel at the camp were safe. 

Navy officials said the instability of the ice underscored growing concern about the changing Arctic environment. A breakdown 

of Camp Nautilus began on Sunday, the Navy said in the statement. The camp was due to continue supporting submarine exer-

cises below the surface through March 30. 

Substantial shifts in wind direction created instability in the Arctic Ocean's wind-driven ice floes, resulting in fractures in ice 
near the camp that prevented the use of several airfields, the Navy said. Small fixed-wing planes or helicopters are typically used 

to transport personnel, visitors, and supplies to the camp. This is the first time since 2011 that the U.S. Navy has built a tempo-

rary base camp on the ice far north of Prudhoe Bay to support submarine exercises. It carried out a similar exercise in 2012 with-

out a camp. The camp is essentially a small village with housing, a mess tent and buildings where scientific and military exer-
cises are coordinated and conducted. Officials at the Navy's Arctic Submarine Laboratory, which plans the exercises, had no 

immediate comment. 

Ice Exercise 2014 began on March 19 as part of the Navy's training in the Arctic Ocean, which is a route for submarines be-

tween the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The camp opened on March 17, before the submarines arrived. The Navy released a plan 
in February for expanding its presence in the Arctic beginning around 2020 after analysis showed that seasonal ice was disap-

pearing faster than had been anticipated as recently as three years ago. 

In 2011, the Navy noted a reduction in the thickness of the ice in the area where the base camp had been located in the past. 

Thickness of the ice was a concern this year in selection of a camp site. 

The Navy has said this year's exercise included the USS New Mexico, a Virginia-class attack submarine built by Huntington 

Ingalls Industries and General Dynamics Corp, and USS Hampton, a Los Angeles-class attack submarine. Virginia-class subma-
rines are next-generation attack submarines that can also be used in shallow-water, while the Los Angeles-class ships are better 

suited for deep water operations. Both carry Tomahawk cruise missiles. 

Submarines have conducted under-ice operations in the Arctic region for more than 50 years to support inter-fleet transit, train-

ing, engagements with allies and military operations. The Navy has conducted 120 Arctic exercises, many together with British 

submarines, since the USS Nautilus submarine made its first transit of the region in 1958. (Reporting by Andrea Shalal; Editing 

by Ros Krasny and Sandra Maler) 

SEX AFTER DEATH! 

A couple made a deal that whoever died first would come back and inform the other if there is sex after death. Their biggest fear 

was that there was no after-life at all. After a long life together, Cecil was the first to die. True to his word, he made the first con-
tact: "Tanya . .. . . . . .. . . . . . Tanya." "Is that you, Cecil?" "Yes, I've come back like we agreed." "That's wonderful! What's it 

like?" "Well, I get up in the morning, I have sex. I have breakfast and then it's off to the golf course. I have sex again, bathe in 

the warm sun and then have sex a couple of more times. "Then I have lunch (you'd be proud lots of greens). Another romp 
around the golf course, then pretty much have sex the rest of the afternoon. After supper, it's back to golf course again. Then it's 

more sex until late at night. I catch some much needed sleep and then the next day it starts all over again." "Oh, Cecil . . . . are 

you in Heaven?" "No Tanya . . . . . .. . . . . . . I'm a rabbit in Kansas." 

http://www.hrc.army.mil/TAGD/Awards%20and%20Decorations%20Branch%20-%20Cold%20War%20Certificate%20Program
http://www.reuters.com/places/arctic?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.reuters.com/places/arctic?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.reuters.com/places/mexico?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.reuters.com/finance/stocks/overview?symbol=GD&lc=int_mb_1001
http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=ros.krasny&


 

 
VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — April 2014 — Page 7 

Locklear: US Attack Submarine Needs Going Unmet in Pacific 

WASHINGTON — The admiral in charge of all US military forces in the Pacific says some of his needs for attack submarines 

are going unmet. 

Under the Navy’s latest shipbuilding plans, as noted during a Tuesday 

hearing by Senate Armed Services Committee member Sen. Kelly Ay-
otte, R-N.H., the American attack submarine fleet is slated to dip to 42 by 

2029, down from today’s 55-submarine fleet. 

Ayotte and other senators say they are concerned that as China increases 

its submarine force and overall Navy fleet, America is shrinking its attack 

sub fleet to dangerous levels. 

―They’re not all being met,‖ Adm. Samuel Locklear told Ayotte when 

she asked if all of his attack-submarine requirements are being fulfilled. 

Ayotte questioned how the Obama administration can ―justify‖ going 
from 55 to 42 attack subs by 2029 while China is ramping up its fleet. 

She sees ―a disconnect‖ between the requirements likely to face 

Locklear’s successors and current shipbuilding plans. 

Locklear said that plan is ―unfortunately‖ the best Navy leaders have 

―been able to do‖ given flattening US defense budgets and spending caps. 

―It comes down to managing risk and where we can absorb risk,‖ 

Locklear said. 

The matter is important to Ayotte, whose state hosts Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, which provides New Hampshire about 4,700 

jobs, according to a US Naval Sea Systems Command fact sheet. 

The shipyard is capable of performing work on the US Navy’s Los Angeles, Ohio and Virginia submarine classes, according to 

the fact sheet. 

While hawkish and parochial-minded senators warned about shipbuilding plans and China’s military build up, Locklear poured 

cold water on worries of a US-China war. 

Locklear addressed the notion of the ―inevitability‖ of an armed conflict between the United States and China, saying: ―I don’t 

think it is.‖ 

He also warned against rhetoric that might tilt the situation toward war. 

On a related matter, the Pacific Command chief also doubts the onset of a China-Japan conflict over territory in that region. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., pressed Locklear about the chance of conflict between Beijing and Tokyo, but the admiral re-

plied he does not think such a war is likely. 

The two Asian powers have been feuding over the Senkaku Islands, which Japan controls and China claims. ■ 

The Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Tucson, foreground, 

passes the Virginia-class attack submarine USS Hawaii, in 2013. 

Under current US Navy shipbuilding plans, the American attack 

submarine fleet is slated to dip to 42 by 2029. (US Navy) 

Humor 

Into a Belfast pub comes Paddy Murphy, looking like he'd just 
been run over by a train.  

His arm is in a sling, his nose is broken, His face is cut and 

bruised and he's walking with a limp  

"What happened to you?" asks Sean, the bartender.  
" Jamie O'Conner and me had a fight," says Paddy.  

"That little shit, O'Conner," says Sean, "He couldn't do that to 

you. He must have had something in his hand."  
"That he did," says Paddy, "a shovel is what he had, and a terri-

ble lickin' he gave me with it."  

" Well," says Sean, "you should have defended yourself, didn't 
you have something in your hand?"  

That I did," said Paddy. "Mrs. O'Conner's breast, and a thing of 

beauty it was, but useless in a fight." 

More Humor 

Brenda O'Malley is home making dinner, as usual, when 
Tim Finnegan arrives at her door. "Brenda, may I come 

in?" he asks. "I've somethin' to tell ya".  

"Of course you can come in, you're always welcome, Tim. 

But where's my husband?" "That's what I'm here to be tell-
ing ya, Brenda." There was an accident down at theGuin-

ness brewery..." "Oh, God no!" cries Brenda. "Please don't 

tell me." "I must, Brenda. Your husband Shamus is dead 
and gone. I'm sorry.  

"How did it happen, Tim?" "It was terrible, Brenda. He 

fell into a vat of Guinness Stout and drowned." "Oh my 
dear Jesus! But you must tell me truth, Tim. Did he at least 

go quickly?" "Well, Brenda... No. In fact, he got out three 

times to pee." 

A drunk staggers into a Catholic Church, enters a confessional booth, sits down, but says nothing. The Priest coughs a few 
times to get his attention but the drunk continues to sit there. Finally, the Priest pounds three times on the wall. The drunk 

mumbles, "ain't no use knockin, there's no paper on this side either!  
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U.S. Navy sends underwater drone to help in Malaysia plane search  

By W.J. Hennigan  

March 26, 2014, 2:15 p.m. 

The U.S. Navy is sending an advanced underwater drone outfitted with so-
nar equipment to the southern Indian Ocean as part of search efforts to find 

missing Malaysia Airlines Flight 370. 

The 16-foot, 1,650-pound unmanned submarine is currently aboard the Sea-

horse Standard, a Royal Australian Navy ship headed toward a wide ex-

panse of water in a remote and treacherous part of the ocean. 

Built by Bluefin Robotics Corp. of Quincy, Mass., the Bluefin-21 drone 

dives as deep as 14,763 feet. It can carry side-scan sonar arrays or a still 
camera, both designed to create detailed imagery of what lies beneath the 

surface. The Navy said it expects to deploy the sonar first. 

Unlike aerial drones, robotic submarines are unable to receive satellite com-

mands when submerged. Instead, they execute preprogrammed search pat-

terns, aided by an onboard detection system that helps avoid hazardous sea-

bottom topography.  

After the craft is hauled back aboard the ship, eight contractors and two 

naval officers will analyze its data. 

The search mission would mark only the second time the Navy has used the Bluefin-21 for salvage operations. It aided the re-

covery last year of an Air Force F-15 off the coast of Okinawa, Japan. 

The search for the missing Boeing 777 has relied on satellite imagery and submarine-hunting aircraft to locate potential aircraft 

debris, none of which has been confirmed to be from the plane. If aircraft debris is positively identified, however, the search area 

could narrow enough to warrant deploying the drone, said Rear Adm. John Kirby, a pentagon spokesman. 

―In order for this technology to be useful, you have to have an identified area on the sea bottom that you want to go take a look 

at,‖ Kirby said. ―You have to be able to go give it some parameters, and right now we just aren’t there.‖ 

The Bluefin-21 is powered by nine lithium-polymer battery packs and has an endurance of 25 hours. 

The Seahorse Standard also carries a Towed Pinger Locator to detect signals from the airliner's black box. It will be towed at 

low speeds behind the ship and hover about 1,000 feet above the sea floor. 

The battery life of the aircraft's pinger devices is about 30 days. The Malaysian Airlines jet has been missing since March 8. 

The Navy said its system can hear a pinger at a "maximum depth of 20,000 feet anywhere in the world." It was used successfully 

to find the black box from TWA Flight 800, which exploded and crashed off the coast of New York's Long Island in 1996. 

The U.S. Navy will deploy a sophisticated underwater drone in the 

search for wreckage from Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, which is 

believed to have crashed into the remote southern Indian Ocean.  

Attention   BY-Law Changes 
 

The National Constitution Article 7 Section 1E states : 

―Members who have not paid National dues on 31 January will 

be dropped from the rolls of USSVI. Consequently, since there 

is a requirement for all Base members to be a member of 
USSVI, the date of the Blueback Base By-Laws should reflect 

the National Constitution.  

Therefore it is proposed to change Blueback Base By-Law 

Article X Section 3 to read :  Members whose dues are in ar-

rears of a current year, in accordance with the National Consti-
tution of USSVI, shall be considered ― Not in Good Standing‖ 

and may be dropped from Blueback Base SubVets member-

ship rosters upon a majority vote of the Executive Board. 

Just the fact that some geniuses were laughed at does not imply that all who are laughed at are geniuses. They laughed at Co-

lumbus, they laughed at Fulton, they laughed at the Wright brothers. But they also laughed at Bozo the Clown. 

Carl Sagan 

Navy says goodbye to arson-damaged nuclear submarine at for-

mal decommissioning ceremony 

KITTERY, Maine –  The Navy has said goodbye to the fire
-damaged USS Miami. A formal decommissioning cere-

mony was held Friday at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 

Maine, where the nuclear-powered submarine was ravaged 
by a May 2012 fire set by a shipyard worker. Rear Adm. 

Ken Perry, commander of the submarine Group Two in 

Connecticut, said everyone is disappointed the USS Miami 

is leaving service 10 years early. But he called the cere-
mony a tribute and celebration of the crew's achievements 

through the years. The Navy originally had intended to re-

pair the Miami with a goal of returning it to service. But the 
Navy decided to scrap the Los Angeles-class attack subma-

rine last year after estimated repair costs grew substantially. 

/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/defense/u.s.-navy-ORGOV0000126141144.topic
/topic/economy-business-finance/manufacturing-engineering/aerospace-manufacturing/boeing-co.-ORCRP017215.topic
/topic/travel/long-island-PLTRA000031.topic
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New Chinese submarine patrol puts Hawaii, Alaska within nuke range  

The Chinese are preparing to deploy submarines armed with nuclear 

missiles that will patrol the northern Pacific Ocean and come within 

range of at least two US states, according to a new report from the US 

Navy. 

The US Naval Institute (USNI) reported that the People’s Liberation 
Army Navy (PLAN) has tapped the Jin-class nuclear ballistic 

submarines to begin patrols in 2014. The subs will carry 

intercontinental range missiles that are thought to have a range of no 
less than 14,000 kilometers (8,699 miles) and can deliver a single or 

multiple warheads.  

“With a range in excess of 4,000 [nautical miles], the JL-2 submarine 

launched ballistic missile (SLBM), will enable the JIN to strike 

Hawaii, Alaska and possibly western portions of CONUS from East 
Asian waters,” Office of Naval Intelligence Officer Jesse Karotkin wrote in his testimony last month to the US China Economic 

Security Review Commission.  

The new Jin-class Type 094 submarines are a technological marvel when compared to the Type 092 class that the PLAN has 

traditionally relied upon. Weighing 11,000 tons when fully submerged, the Navy sees this development as proof that the Chinese 

“want to get more on par with Western countries.”  

“The three JIN [ballistic missile submarines] currently in service would be insufficient to maintain a constant at-sea presence 

for extended periods of time, but if the PLA Navy builds five units as some sources suggest, a continuous peacetime presence 

may become a viable option for the PLAN,” Karotkin noted.  

Karotkin explained in his report that a number of factors have forced China to modernize its Navy, which now has more than 60 

submarines, 55 medium and large amphibious ships, roughly 77 principal surface ships, and nearly 100 other small craft.  

“At the dawn of the 21st Century, the People’s Liberation Army Navy remained a largely littoral force. Though China’s 

maritime interests were rapidly changing, the vast majority of its naval platforms offered very limited capability and endurance, 

particularly in blue water. Over the past 15 years the PLAN has carried out an ambitious modernization effort, resulting in a 

more technologically advanced and flexible force,” he wrote, as quoted by USNI.org.  

“This transformation is evident not only in the PLAN’s gulf of Aden counter-piracy presence, which is now in its sixth year, but 
also in the navy’s more advanced regional operations and exercises. In contrast to its narrow focus a decade ago, the PLAN is 

evolving to meet a wide range of missions including conflict with Taiwan, enforcement of maritime claims, protection of 

economic interests, as well as counter-piracy and humanitarian missions.”  

China also proved it has updated other military forces last month when, according to the Pentagon, the PLAN flight-tested a 

hypersonic missile delivery vehicle capable of penetrating any existing defense system with nuclear warheads. The weapon is 
one that experts have hailed as a game-changer for its ability to hit a target with a nuclear warhead before defense systems can 

react.  

The Pentagon confirmed to the Washington Free Beacon that the test flight had taken place but offered no further explanation. 

The US is the only country in the world known to have such a weapon in its arsenal.  

“We routinely monitor foreign defense activities and we are aware of the test,” a spokesman said.  
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Word Search For April 

Fruit  

Find and circle all of the fruit that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell an additional fruit.  

APPLES 

APRICOT 

AVOCADO 

BANANA 

BLACKBERRY 
BLUEBERRY 

CANTALOUPE 

CHERRIES 

CHOKECHERRY 

COCONUT 

CRABAPPLE 

CRANBERRY 

 

DATE 

FIG 

GRAPEFRUIT 

GRAPES 

KIWIFRUIT 
KUMQUAT 

LEMON 

LIME 

LYCHEE 

MANGO 

MULBERRY 

NECTARINE 

 

ORANGE 

PAPAYA 

PEACH 

PEAR 

PERSIMMON 
PINEAPPLE 

PLUM 

POMEGRANATE 

RASPBERRY 

RHUBARB 

STRAWBERRY 

WATERMELON 

The hidden sentence for March Puzzle is:  

MEN HAVE BECOME THE TOOLS OF THEIR TOOLS 


