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Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday  July 10th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, OR 

At 1730 

****************************** 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday  July 10th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 

        7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR    

At 1900     

No Chow,     

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 

Portland, Oregon — July  2014 — # 240 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Commanders Corner 

July 4th will soon be upon us. Hot dogs, picnics, baseball and 

maybe even some flag waving. What does it all mean to to-

days citizen? Remember when you were “young and dumb 
and havin‟ fun”? We had a sense duty to our country to serve 

and protect. That was an attitude I got from my Dad and his 

Dad and any member of the family that was around during 

WWII and/or the Korean Conflict. We had the Vietnam War 
along with the Cold War as our mission to win or lose. To-

day‟s kids don‟t seem to relate to those times when we were 

at “Battle Stations Missile” or that we were preserving the 
open seas for commerce among free nations. How has that 

happened? Have we failed somewhere along the Family  

Raising trail or have we lost the sense of National Pride? I for 
one think it is criminal not to stand when the Flag goes by, or 

when the National Anthem is played at the ball park stand at 

attention and salute. By the blood shed by those that have 

gone before us we HAVE to stand and pass our legacy on to 
the future generations that will inherit what we leave behind! 

So I say take a minute, heck take several and relate what has 

been done for us by those who sacrificed.  

Happy Fourth of July to you and yours ......Happy Birthday 

AMERICA!!         Ray Lough, Blueback Base 

(Meeting Minutes Continued) 

The Christmas Dinner is Thursday December 11th. Tickets 

for the meal will go on sale as soon as the menu is firmed up. 

Happy Birthday to Les Savage, Bill Bryan, George Hager 

Storekeeper McComiskey presented information on Bronze 

Plaques for those that have gone on Eternal Patrol. 

Dave Vrooman reported on the vote for National Elections. 

New Business: Base Commander Lough auctioned a really 

nice looking Submariners Hat. 

Elections for Base Commander and Vice Base Commander 
are in November so start thinking of whom you wish to elect 

to your leadership. 

Commander Lough brought up the subject of community 

projects. Bob Walters has found a cemetery that has a flag 

pole in need of some TLC. Which would involve scraping 
and painting. Bob has secured pricing for a man-lift at a spe-

cial pricing for Blueback Base from Sunbelt Rentals. Date 

and time to follow. It was suggested to contact Tim Smart to 
coordinate this project with his son who is looking for an Ea-

gle Scout community project. 

Still looking for a location for the Albacore parade Subma-

rine and trailer to store it. It has to be moved from Tudor 

Davis property by December. 

Benediction: By Chaplin Scott Duncan 

19:45 Meeting adjourned by Base Commander Ray Lough 

Sailing List: Bryan, Carneau, Collins, Corbett, Duncan, 
Gatchel, Hager, Hudson, Jackson, Lee, Lough, McComiskey, 

McLaughlin, Musa Sandra, Musa Bill, Nowland, Savage, 

Scott, Smith, Spencer, Stowe, Sumner, Tzevelekos, Vick, 

Vrooman, Walters, Webb, Whitmarsh, Worden. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Dennis Smith FTG2SS 

Base Secretary 

BLUEBACK MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 12TH 2014 

17:30 E Board meeting: Members present, Ray Lough, Bob 

Jackson, Fred Carneau, Mike Worden, Dennis Smith. The 

Plan of the Day was presented by Ray Lough and we dis-

cussed the items that would be presented in the open meet-
ing. Bills were presented by Treasurer Mike Worden and he 

was directed to pay them. 

18:00 A great dinner was served by the members wives. 

Great Chili Dogs with a variety of condiments and beauti-

fully prepared deserts. The ladies deserve a big hand of ap-

plause for serving these wonderful dinners. 

19:00 Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander Ray 

Lough. 

Invocation by Chaplin Scott Duncan 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by Ray Lough 

Tolling of the Lost Boats by J.D. Corbett and Bill Brian 

Moment of Silence for Departed Shipmates 

Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed by Ray Lough 

Secretary Report by Dennis Smith 

Treasurer Report by Mike Worden 

Commander Report by Ray Lough 

Ray reported that he attended services for departed Shipmate 

Ron Collins and there was a nice showing of Blueback mem-
bers. Bob Lee made an Eternal Patrol Certificate for Ron 

Collins‟ family. Al Durkee Western District Commander will 

be attending the July meeting. 

Old Business: The Base Picnic is on Sunday August 17th. 

AtClackamette Park.    (Meeting Minutes Continued next Column) 

Humor 
A little girl and a little boy were at day care one day. The girl 
approaches the boy and says, "Hey Tommy, wanna play 
house?" He says, "Sure! What do you want me to do?" The 
girl replies, "I want you to communicate your thoughts." 
"Communicate my thoughts?" said a bewildered Tommy. "I 
have no idea what that means."The little girl smirks and says, 
"Perfect. You can be the husband." 

******************************* 

Visiting kindergarten  

Little Tommy's kindergarten class was on a field trip to their 

local police station. There they saw pictures tacked to a big 

bulletin board. The label clearly read, "The 10 Most Wanted." 

One of the youngsters pointed to a picture and asked if it 
really was the photo of a wanted person. "Yes," said the po-

liceman, "the detectives want him very badly." So Little 

Tommy asked, while tugging on the man's belt, "Um, mister, 

why didn't you keep them when you took their pictures?" 
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USS S-28 (SS-133)   

Lost on July 4,1944 with the loss of 49 crew members. She 
was conducting training exercises off Hawaii with the US 

Coast Guard Cutter Reliance. After S-28 dove for a practice 

torpedo approach, Reliance lost contact. No distress signal or 
explosion was heard. Two days later, an oil slick was found 

near where S-28. The exact cause of her loss remains a mys-

tery. 

Class: SS S  

 Commissioned: 12/13/1923  
 Launched: 9/20/1922  

 Builder: Fore River Shipbuild-

ing Co  
 Length: 219, Beam: 22  
 #Officers: 4, #Enlisted: 34  

 Fate: Brief contact with S-28 was made and lost. All at-

tempts to establish communications failed. A Court of In-

quiry was unable to determine the cause of the loss of S-

28. 50 men lost. 

USS Grunion (SS-216) 

Lost on July 30,1942 with the loss of 70 crew members while 

on her first war patrol near Kiska Harbor. She radioed that 

she sank two sub-chasers and damaged a third, but was never 
heard from again. Grunion‟s mangled remains were found in 

the Bering Sea in 2006 off the Aleu-

tian Island of Kiska. 

Class: SS 212  

 Commissioned: 4/11/1942  
 Launched: 12/22/1941  

 Builder: Electric Boat Co (General 

Dynamics)  

 Length: 312, Beam: 27  

 Officers: 6, Enlisted: 54  
 Fate: Ordered back to Dutch Harbor after reporting in-

tense ASW activity off Kiska (Aleutians).Grunion was 

never heard from nor seen again. Reported overdue, as-

sumed lost with all hands 5 Oct 1942. Probably lost Aug 

1942. 70 men lost. 

USS Robalo (SS-273)   
Lost on July 26,1944 with the loss of 81 crew members while 
on her 3rd war patrol. She struck a mine about 2 miles off the 
coast of Palawan. Four men survived and swam ashore, then 
were imprisoned by the Japanese. Unfortunately, they were 
put on a Japanese destroyer and 
lost when that destroyer was 
sunk. 

Class: SS 212  
 Commissioned: 9/28/1943  
 Launched: 3/9/1943  
 Builder: Manitowoc Shipbuild-
ing Co  
 Length: 311, Beam: 27  
 #Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  
 Fate: Sunk by Japanese mine in South China Sea 26 July 
1944. 78 lost, 4 more lost in captivity. 

  

“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 

A tour of the ballistic missile nuclear  

submarine Redoutable 

After 20 years at sea, traversing more than 685,000 nautical 

miles, the ballistic missile submarine Le Redoutable now 

rests in a drydock in Cherbourg, France. It is the largest tour-
able submarine, and one of the only ballistic missile subs ac-

cessible to the general public. As a French word, Redoutable 

is pronounced with little concern for the letters involved. Es-
sentially vocalized as "hoo-doo-tab-leh", it means 

"formidable," which is as apt a name for a boomer as I've 

ever heard. 

Launched in 1967 and commissioned in 1971, the Redoutable 

spent 20 years at sea, was home to thousands of sailors (135 
at a time), and clocked up nearly 800,000 miles. Unlike the 

hunter/killer subs most commonly found as museum ships, 
(Continued next Column)                         

(Redoutable Continued) 

the Redoutable is a missile boat, a boomer, its main purpose 

to hide quietly as a silent threat of nuclear annihilation. 

 After an extensive refurbishing (and some serious, let's say, 

"decontenting"), the Redoutable is open to the public. See 

inside this massive submarine in many pictures and a bunch 

of words, all in the image gallery below. 

Cherbourg is a gorgeous and quiet French seaside town. Its 
advanced ports, replete with rail links and dockyards, caught 

the fancy of none other than Sir Winston and Ike and was a 

key target for the Allies which aimed its might toward Nor-

mandy to breach the Atlantic Wall. 

After the war, Cherbourg became known for building ships, 
and in the 60s, gave birth to France's first nuclear submarine. 

While other countries were designing fast attack subs to use 

nuclear power, France started with boomers, ostensibly a de-

terrent. Le Redoutable was launched in 1967 and commis-
sioned 4 years later; she was the first of her class, a state-of-

the-art war machine designed for stealth. 

After 20 years at sea, she was decommissioned. In 2000, the 

process began to make her a museum ship,  
(Continued on Page 8) 

July Lost Boats 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballistic_missile_submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_submarine_Redoutable_(S611)
http://www.cnet.com/pictures/a-tour-of-the-ballistic-missile-submarine-redoutable/
http://www.cnet.com/news/d-day-70th-anniversary-in-pictures/
http://www.cnet.com/news/d-day-70th-anniversary-in-pictures/
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Inside The Absolutely Wild Ride Of The USS 

Chopper 

Sometimes when a submarine goes wildly out of control, it 

sinks to the bottom. Sometimes when a sub goes wildly out of 

control, it go straight to the surface. When the USS Chopper 

lost control, it did both. At tremendous speed. Terrifyingly.  

You'd be forgiven if you hadn't heard of the Chopper. It was 
one of 122 Balao-class diesel-electric submarines, which 

were a significant fighting component of United States naval 

power during World War II. Unfortunately for the Chopper, 
however, it was completed too late to actually see any action, 

and was quickly outclassed in the post-war era by nuclear-

powered subs with new, innovative teardrop-shaped hulls. P 

For much of its life, the boat served as a simulated target for 

other ships before finally being struck from the Naval Regis-

ter in 1971.P 

A notable, popular, and public submarine is also a submarine 
that isn't very good at its job, so information about much of 

the Chopper's Cold War operations is scarce. It engaged in a 

few patrols in the Mediterranean, the Philippines, off the 

coast of China, and in the Caribbean, but mostly thanks to the 
fact that the Cold War never really turned hot, there are no 

unusual stories of unusual happenings 

Except for one incident, off the coast of Cuba, in 1969, which 

led to its eventual decommissioning. Mostly because no one 

would ever want to get in it again, I imagine.  

At 1:40 in the afternoon on February 11th of 1969, Chopper 
was participating in a training exercise with the destroyer 

USS Hopkins off the coast of Cuba. Everything seemed rela-

tively normal, for a submarine It was traveling at about eight 

knots, almost horizontal in the water with a one-degree down 

angle, and was cruising below the surface at 150 feet. 

Like I said, fairly standard stuff for a submarine. 

Two minutes later, everything went haywire. For reasons that 
were immediately unknown to the crew, the sub lost electrical 

power. Completely. 

And for some reason, the dive planes at the rear of the sub 

immediately reverted a full-dive configuration. The sub was 

headed towards the bottom, and the crew was deaf, blind, and 

powerless to stop it. 

The crew attempted to regain control within the first five sec-
onds, according to the US Navy report into the incident. Un-

fortunately for them, their wild ride was just beginning. 

Within 15 seconds of the loss of power, the Chopper was 

pointed downwards at a 15-degree angle. The helmsman in 

the conning tower desperately tried to call for help from the 
maneuvering room in the forward section of the submarine, 

but couldn't get through on the sound-powered phone. 

The commanding officer immediately leapt to his feet in the 

Officer's Mess, and tried his best to make it to the control 
room. That simple task was becoming increasingly difficult, 

as the boat continued to pitch downwards like a drunken col-

lege student falling over a slight curb.  

And if you think I'm joking about how difficult it was just to 
walk, a modern submarine, operating under normal condi-

tions, at just 29 degrees: 

Those submariners aren‟t standing like they're in Michael 

Jackson's Moonwalker just for fun. 

By 15 sec-

onds after 

the loss of 
power in the 

USS Chop-

per, the sub-
marine was 

stuck at a 45

-degree 

down angle, 
making it 

easier to 

walk on the 
walls than it 

is to walk 

on the 

floors. 

The officer 
on deck or-

dered a full 

emergency 

blow of the 
submarine's 

ballast 

tanks, desperate to get to the surface. And still, nothing hap-
pened. The Chopper was operating as if it had a mind of its 

own, and all it wanted to do was head straight for the bottom 

like a rocket. 

30 seconds after that, the submarine sat, suspended in the wa-

ter, nearly vertical. Anyone trying to move from one place to 
another was thrown from their feet. It became impossible to 

walk normally. Anything not strapped down or bolted to the 

floor went flying down the corridors. Chaos reigned. 

To make matters worse, the Balao-class submarines were 

only rated to dive to a maximum of 400 feet. The Chopper sat 
in the water with its stern at 720 feet below the surface. The 

front of the boat was at over 1,000 feet below the surface. 

About a minute after first losing electrical power, the sub 

stopped. It sat there, still at a horrifically vertical angle and 

pointed downwards, but it was no longer plunging towards 

the bottom and the inevitable crushing depths of the ocean. 

And just as suddenly as everything all went to hell and 

seemed to fix itself, everything went to hell again. 

Instead of being pointed straight down towards the bottom, 

the Chopper was now pointed nearly straight up, at an 83-

degree angle. Everything that had happened a minute ago was 

now happening again, except in reverse. Everything that had 
gone flying through the corridors as now flying again, smack-

ing people on the head, until it finally came to a rest at the 

back of the submarine.   (Continued on Page 6) 

http://jalopnik.com/inside-the-absolutely-wild-ride-of-the-uss-chopper-1587554224
http://jalopnik.com/inside-the-absolutely-wild-ride-of-the-uss-chopper-1587554224
http://wwwussvicb.org/poems-stories/A%20Summary%20of%20Findings%20Which%20Caused.pdf
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

July: 

10th —-Base Meeting —No Chow 

August: 

17th ——Blueback picnic at Clackamette County Park 

September: 

11th —- Base Meeting 

October: 

9th —- Base Meeting 

November: 

13th —- Base Meeting 

 

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

Humor 

Who Is Going to Afghanistan First? 
Boudreaux, the smoothest-talking Cajun in the Louisiana Na-

tional Guard, got called up to active duty. Boudreaux's first 

assignment was in a military induction center.  

Because he was a good talker, they assigned him the duty of 

advising new recruits about government benefits, especially 

the GI insurance to which they were entitled.  

The officer in charge soon noticed that Boudreaux was get-
ting a 99% sign-up rate for the more expensive supplemental 

form of GI insurance.  

This was remarkable, because it cost these low-income re-

cruits $30.00 per month for the higher coverage, compared to 

what the government was already providing at no charge. The 
officer decided he'd sit in the back of the room at the next 

briefing and observe Boudreaux's sales pitch.  

Boudreaux stood up before the latest group of inductees and 

said, "If you has da normal GI insurance an' you goes to Af-

ghanistan an' gets youself killed, da government pays you 
beneficiary $20,000. If you takes out da supplemental in-

surans, which cost you only t'irty dollars a mons, den da gov-

ernmen' gots ta pay you beneficiary $200,000!"  

"Now," Boudreaux concluded, "which bunch you tink dey 

gonna send ta Afghanistan first ?" 

British Suicide Bombers on Strike! 

Suicide bombers in Britain are set to begin a three-day strike 
next Monday in a dispute over the number of virgins they are 

entitled to in the afterlife. Emergency talks with Al Qaeda 

have so far failed to produce an agreement. 

The unrest began last Tuesday when Al Qaeda Central an-

nounced that the number of virgins a suicide bomber would 

receive after his death will be cut by 25%, from 72 to only 54, 
(Continued Next Column)  

(Bombers Continued) 

receive after his death will be cut by 25%, from 72 to only 

54, effective immediately. The rationale for the cut was the 
increase in recent years of the number of suicide bombings 

and the subsequent shortage of virgins in the afterlife, cou-

pled with other factors contributing to a decline in the virgin 

supply.  

 The suicide bombers' union, the British Organization of Oc-
cupational Martyrs (or BOOM) responded with a statement 

that this was unacceptable to its members and immediately 

balloted for strike action. General Secretary Mustapha Fook 
told the press, "Our members are literally working themselves 

to death in the cause of Jihad. We don't ask for much in return 

but to be treated like this is like a kick in our teeth."  

Speaking from his shed in Tipton in the West Midlands in 

which he currently resides, Al Qaeda chief executive Osama 
bin Laden explained, "We sympathize with our workers' con-

cerns but Al Qaeda is simply not in a position to meet their 

demands. They are simply not accepting the realities of mod-

ern-day Jihad in a competitive marketplace and a difficult 
economy. Thanks to Western depravity, there is now a 

chronic shortage of virgins in the afterlife, which is not 

helped by the downturn in the economy which is driving vir-
gins to cash in their chastity. It's a straight choice between 

reducing expenditure and laying people off. I don't like cut-

ting compensation, but I'd hate to have to tell 3000 of my 

staff that they won't be able to blow themselves up." Spokes-
persons for the union in Newcastle, Middlesborough, Wales 

and the entire Australian continent stated that the strike would 

not affect their operations as "There are no virgins in our ar-
eas anyway." Apparently the drop in the number of suicide 

bombings has also been attributed to the emergence and 

popularity of that Scottish singing star, Susan Boyle. Now 
that Muslims know what a virgin looks like, they are less 

keen on rushing to paradise. 
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(USS Chopper Continued from Page 4) 

The submarine wasn't so 
much as a submarine, as it 

was a rocket headed for the 

sky. Filled with cork. 

It broke through the surface 

of the water, and came crash-
ing down, propelled with so 

much momentum that it actu-

ally fell 200 feet below the 
waterline again, before finally 

bobbing up to the surface one 

last time where it came to 

rest. 

Various parts of the sub were 
flooded and otherwise de-

stroyed, but the crew man-

aged to get the Chopper back 

to port under its own power. 

And that was the last time the 
USS Chopper ever saw ser-

vice. It had suffered so much 

structural damage that the 

Navy immediately decom-

missioned her. 

The Navy later learned that 

the loss of power was caused 

by battery voltage fluctua-

tions induced by different 

propulsion orders, but the damage was done. 

No submariner has since gone for a wild ride like that one. 

Trident II D5 Missile Reaches 150 Successful 

Test Flights  

SUNNYVALE, Calif., June 4, 2014 /PRNewswire/ -- 

The U.S. Navy's Trident II D5 Fleet Ballistic Missile, 

built by Lockheed Martin [NYSE: LMT], has 

achieved 150 successful test flights, setting a new 

reliability record for large ballistic missiles. The 

Navy launched two unarmed missiles June 2 in the 

Atlantic Ocean from a submerged Ohio-class 

submarine, marking the 149th and 150th successful 

test flights of the missile since design completion in 

1989.   

The test flights were part of a demonstration and shakedown 

operation, which the Navy uses to certify a submarine for 
deployment following an overhaul. The missiles were con-

verted into test configurations with kits containing range 

safety devices and flight telemetry instrumentation.   

The operation included the first flight of two modernized avi-

onics subsystems that control key missile functions during 
flight. The subsystems were updated under the D5 Life Ex-

tension program,                (Continued next Column) 

(Missile Continued) 

which incorporates current technologies into the missile's 
electronics to cost-effectively prolong the service life of the 

reliable D5 missile design on current and next-generation 

submarine platforms.  

"The success of this Life Extension flight is a tribute to the 

dedication and innovation of the entire government and in-
dustry team," said Doug White, Fleet Ballistic Missile pro-

grams vice president, Lockheed Martin Space Systems Com-

pany. "In partnership with Navy Strategic Systems Programs, 
we set the bar high to provide a credible, reliable and afford-

able sea-based strategic deterrent for the nation."  

First deployed in 1990, the D5 missile is currently aboard 

U.S. Navy Ohio-class and U.K. Royal Navy Vanguard-class 

submarines. The three-stage, solid-propellant, inertial-guided 
missile can travel a nominal range of 4,000 nautical miles and 

carries independently targeted reentry bodies.  

Lockheed Martin has been the Navy's strategic missile prime 

contractor since 1955. The company also performs program 

management and engineering services for the Royal Navy 

under the Polaris Sales Agreement.  

Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, Lockheed Martin is a 
global security and aerospace company that employs approxi-

mately 113,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged 

in the research, design, development, manufacture, integra-
tion and sustainment of advanced technology systems, prod-

ucts and services. The corporation's net sales for 2013 were 

$45.4 billion.  

50 Years of USSVI 
Submitted by: Michael Bircumshaw Natl Cdr on 6/9/2014 

On the 24th of May 2014, to the day exactly 50 years since 

the official launching of USSVI, we honored the creation of 
our organization with the dedication of a historical plaque 

now forever enshrined in the Navy Memorial in Washington 

DC. Officially dedicated, the USSVI plaque is now displayed 
in the Naval Memorial Foundation building in Washington, 

DC. 

It is to be noted that the USSVI plaque is on the obverse side 

of a rotating panel on which is mounted the WWII Sub Vets 
plaque that was initiated and completed by Charley "Scurvy" 

Brown (recently deceased) a WWII Submariner Stew Burner, 

whom I was privileged to know and in fact spoke with him 
on the day (13 May 2014) he went on Eternal Patrol. His last 

words to me were, "Please don't forget us." I promised him 

that we would not ever forget.  

There were about 100 shipmates and guests in attendance and 

I was honored to read the history of USSVI as written by Pe-
ter Koester. I will admit that I had trouble reading about the 

Thresher SSN 593, which was one of the primary motivating 

factors in Joe Negri's desire to form USSVI. I lost one of my 
best friends, Laird Heiser MM1 (SS) and the shipmate I went 

to SINS school with in 1961,Roger Van Pelt, who took the 

SINS job on the Thresher so I could go the USS Scamp SSN-

588.                            (Continued on Page 7) 

http://www.lockheedmartin.com/us/products/trident-ii-d5-fleet-ballistic-missile--fbm-.html
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Sincere congratulations to everyone involved in the celebration, 
from Al Singleman NJVC, who organized it and made it hap-

pen to Paul Halle, Director of the Memorial, to RADM Fritz 

Rogge of OPNAV and RADM Walker, who always improves 
the quality of personnel in attendance, wherever he shows up. 

The parade on Monday was a hoot. I rode with Pete Koester in 

his jeep with no top, which allowed me the opportunity to stand 
in a precarious manner for the entire parade, not know or ever 

having seen the "King" wave, I went ahead and used the 

Queen" wave for the duration of the ride. 

Four bases had floats in the parade, Columbus Base, Rhode 
Island Base, Marblehead Base and Nathan Green Base. 

Most of us wandered around the museums and memorials. The 

WWII memorial was particularly impressive and to tell the 
truth, Not only myself, but everyone that I spoke to within our 

group had a great time and USSVI was very well represented 

by the marchers and the Bases who pulled the floats and 

sounded those Klaxons. 

New US Navy Submarine's Delivery Delayed 
Apr. 16, 2014 - 03:45AM     

By CHRISTOPHER P. CAVAS    

WASHINGTON — Problems with a parts supplier and the 

need to modify certain design features led the US Navy to an-
nounce Wednesday that the commissioning of the new nuclear-

powered attack submarine North Dakota won‟t take place at the 

end of May as scheduled. 

“This decision is based on the need for additional design and 

certification work required on the submarine's redesigned bow 
and material issues with vendor-assembled and delivered com-

ponents,” the Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) said in 

a statement. 

The delay is a blow to the Virginia-class submarine program, 

which has built a reputation not only for on-time performance, 
but for delivering ships in advance of the contracted delivery 

date. 

The submarines are built jointly by General Dynamics Electric 

Boat in Quonset, R.I., and Groton, Conn., and by Huntington 

Ingalls Newport News Shipbuilding in Newport News, Va. 
Each company builds certain components of every submarine 

— essentially a 50-50 split — and the yards alternate in assem-

bling, launching and completing the subs. The North Dakota, 

launched last September, is being completed by Electric Boat. 

Both shipbuilders declined to answer specific questions about 

the problems on the North Dakota, deferring to the Navy. 

Although the North Dakota‟s contracted delivery date is in Au-
gust, EB was aiming at a mid-May delivery. Cutting weeks or 

months off the building time usually results in major cost sav-

ings to the Navy and a bonus to the shipbuilder. 

Completion of the North Dakota is significant. Although the 

ship is the 11th Virginia-class sub, she is the first of the Block 
III variant, with a redesigned bow section featuring two Vir-

ginia Payload Tubes (VPTs) and a reconfigured sonar sphere 

containing a Large Aperture Bow array.  

The innovative VPTs are able to store and launch a variety 
of weapons or vehicles, and the configuration does away 

with 12 fixed tubes able to handle only a limited weapon 

selection. 

 It is not clear if the VPTs or the sonar system are affected 

by the vendor issues. 

NAVSEA would not identify the vendor, although sources 

said it was a subcontractor to Newport News. 

“The Navy is withholding the company‟s name until the 

investigation is complete,” said Lt. Kurt Larson, a 
NAVSEA spokesman. “The vendor in question provided 

components to other Virginia-class ships, though not in the 

same degree as North Dakota,” he added. “Components 
delivered to now in-service ships passed initial testing and 

the Navy has not experienced any issue with them to date.” 

Larson said a routine inspection of assembled components 

on the North Dakota turned up problems with the supplier‟s 

quality control, and subsequent inspections revealed further 
issues. As a result, “a prudent review of all components 

from this vendor” is being carried out. The work is exten-

sive. 

“There are 58 components the Navy is currently investigat-

ing aboard the North Dakota,” Larson said. “These compo-
nents include stern planes and rudder rams, retractable bow 

plane cylinders, hydraulic accumulators, high-pressure air-

charging manifolds, torpedo tube interlocks and shaft/link 

assemblies, weapons, shipping and handling mechanisms, 

and other miscellaneous parts.” 

Inspection of these parts and systems does not mean prob-

lems have been found with them, Larson cautioned. 

“To ensure the safety of its crews and ships the Navy will 

ensure the components from this vendor meet specifica-

tions,” he said. 

Larson could not provide a date for when the issues came 

to light, nor comment on projected costs. 

“The issue is still under investigation, so it‟s premature to 

discuss costs,” he said. 

Sources said problems with the vendor have been fixed, 
although it is not clear if the vendor remains under contract. 

With only a limited number of suppliers qualified to build 

parts for the submarine program, options may be hard to 

come by, sources said. 

The Navy also may be thinking about making design 
changes to the VPT installation, although details are not 

clear. The new bow was designed by Electric Boat, which 

also makes the weapon tubes. 

The sub had been scheduled to leave Groton April 14 to 

begin Alpha sea trials, also known as builder‟s sea trials. 
Now, the vessel is expected to have to be drydocked to en-

able its systems to be inspected. No new dates have been 

set, although neither the Navy nor the shipbuilders expect 

the delays to take too long. 

“We still expect to deliver the ship ahead of the August 

contract delivery date,” EB spokesman Bob Hamilton said. 
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Submarines: The Royal Navy Regrets 
June 11, 2014: It was recently revealed that Britain almost lost 
one of its nuclear attack submarines (SSN) in 2011 when the air 

conditioning system of the HMS Turbulent failed while the 

boat was surfaced in the Indian Ocean. Temperatures in the sub 

went as high as 60 degrees (Celsius, 140 degrees Fahrenheit) 
before the crew found a solution. Nearly 40 percent of the crew 

were disabled by the heat and some systems were overheating 

and shutting down or acting erratically. The boat was at sea and 
it would take hours before any help could arrive. The cause of 

the problem was unknown and the temperature outside the boat 

was over 40 degrees (104 degrees Fahrenheit) and rising.  

Not willing to risk losing the sub to the heat related problems 

the captain ordered the boat to submerge, as at a depth of over 
100 meters the cold water would cool the boat. That worked, 

and gave the engineers time to figure out that the problem was a 

buildup of crustaceans that blocked the water inlet pipe for the 

air conditioning. Within 24 hours that problem was fixed and 

the sub was able to continue without further incident.  

This episode, however, was yet another serious problem British 

nuclear subs have been prone to. For example, back in 2007 the 

SSN HMS Tireless lost two men when a SCOG (Self-

Contained Oxygen Generator) exploded during a training exer-
cise. The SCOG apparently had some of its vents clogged or 

blocked. That's a dangerous situation. A SCOG works by burn-

ing (at about 1,100 degrees Fahrenheit) sodium chlorate and 
iron powder, which releases oxygen. For every pound of mate-

rial burned, there's enough oxygen produced to keep a man 

alive for three hours. These cylindrical devices are commonly 
called "oxygen candles." They are only used in emergencies, or 

in combat situations where maximum silence is required (to 

avoid enemy detection.) The normal oxygen producing and dis-

tribution system contains machinery that makes some noise. 
The SCOGs are much quieter. The most recent "oxygen can-

dles" are actually square, but are unwrapped, visually inspected 

and inserted into the SCOG just like the older cylindrical ones. 
The SCOG explosion caused no serious damage done to the 

submarine.  

Then, in 2009 the Royal Navy revealed that during the previous 

21 years it's nuclear submarine suffered about one fire a month. 

Moreover, the subs suffered two collisions every three years. 
None of the fires or collisions caused serious damage. Less than 

ten percent of the fires required more than the sailors in the vi-

cinity to deal with. Three of the fires occurred while the ships 

were in port. Most of the fires, and all the collisions, occurred 
while the subs were underway and submerged. That is when the 

boats are most vulnerable to something going wrong as that is 

when the most equipment is in use and often under stress. Subs 
are built to deal with these equipment failures, and in the case 

of the Royal Navy boats, that worked. The 237 fires and 14 col-

lisions took place on 21 subs (13 SSNs and 8 SSBN) in service 

during that period.  

Then in 2012 one of Britain‟s four SSBNs (ballistic missile 
submarines) suffered a rudder failure after test firing a SLBM 

(sea launched ballistic missile) off Florida (North America).  
(Continued Next Column) 

(Royal Navy Continued) 

The sub (the HMS Vanguard) has just undergone a midlife 

refurbishment that cost over half a billion dollars.  

After the rudder problem was discovered, the Vanguard 

entered an American shipyard in nearby Georgia for re-

pairs. The Royal Navy was embarrassed that a sub fresh out 

of a three year refurbishment could suffer a rudder failure 
four months later. This was not the first such embarrass-

ment for the Vanguard. The rudder problem three years 

after the sub collided with a French SSBN while submerged 
in the mid-Atlantic. The damage to both boats was superfi-

cial but it was embarrassing how two SSBNs could have 

bumped into each other in the middle of an ocean.  

****************************** 

(Redoutable Continued From Page 3) 

to my knowledge, the only missile sub available for tours. 

The biggest challenge: removing the nuclear reactor. 

The hull was split in three pieces: the bow to the reactor 

area, the reactor area, and everything aft. Though not much 

larger than a refrigerator, the reactor had extensive lead 

shielding to protect the crew. So the entire donut of the re-
actor and pieces, the inner hull, and the outer hull, were all 

removed completely, then the outer hull was replaced with 

thin steel plating. From the outside, you can't tell such sur-

gery was performed. From the inside, well, you'll see. 

Sitting in its glove-like drydock, there's a certain sadness at 
seeing such a proud ship out of its element. But the sea is a 

harsh beast and would have surely been harder on the Re-

doutable than air. 

You start the tour in the engine room, through a purpose-

build door in the hulls. You work your way forward, past 
the hauntingly creepy missile tubes, the bridge, and then the 

crew decks. 

I've been on many submarines, the B-427 and the USS 

Bowfin, to name two. All have that intense, Das Boot 

cramped nature to them. There is significantly less of that 
here. This is a much larger boat than what came before. For 

comparison, the USS Nautilus, the first combat nuclear sub, 

was 320 feet long, and 28 feet wide, vs. the Redoutable's 
420 and 35 feet, respectively. The difference in being on 

the Redoutable is like being on a small ship, versus being 

inside an ornate and tube-filled closet.  

Certainly, everything is still compact, but wait 'til you see 

how big the mess is, or the Officer's Lounge (OK, it's tech-
nically their mess, but still...). There are multiple decks, 

multiple showers (thanks to unlimited fresh water), and 

more that you just don't see on smaller subs. 

On an older sub or an attack sub, there are few to no con-

cessions for the human occupants. Space is such a premium 
that you can never quite escape the feeling of the machine 

crowding in around you. That's less so with the Redoutable. 

The hallways are a bit more generous, the rooms a little 

more spacious.  
(Continued on Page 9)  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_submarine_B-427
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Bowfin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Bowfin
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(Redoutable Continued From Page 8)  

You don't always see the curve of the hull, or the tubes and 

conduits that let the machine 
keep itself moving for a 

thousands and thousands of 

leagues at a time (basically 
until the squishy bits inside 

run out of food). 

The US Navy's current mis-

sile subs are the Ohio-class, 

much larger than the Re-
doutable, at 560 feet long 

and 42 wide. . I can only 
imagine what one of them 

looks like inside. Then there's 

the " Red October" Typhoon-

class Soviet sub, at 574 feet 
by 75(!) wide. Maybe, some-

time after this current crop of 

boomers is decommissioned, 

we'll get to tour one of them. If we're not too old.... 

***************************** 

Purple Heart recipient graduates from Naval 

Academy 

by Jessica Clark 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (NNS) Marine 2nd Lt. Jefferson Talicuran, 

of San Diego, California, is one of more than 1,000 new offi-
cers who graduated from the .                 U S. Naval Academy, 

May 23. But, as a prior-enlisted Navy corpsman with a Purple 

Heart on his chest, his path to the Academy was different from 
that of his classmates. Talicuran is originally from the Philip-

pines. His uncle, a retired Navy chief corpsman, helped his 

family immigrate to the U.S. in 2004. Following his uncle‟s 

example, Talicuran enlisted in the U.S. Navy as a corpsman. 
While still in boot camp, he learned about the possibility of at-

tending the Naval Academy, but put off applying until after his 

first deployment, assuming that the experience would make his 
application more competitive. He completed boot camp and 

reported to his first duty with 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines based 

in Twenty-nine Palms, Calif. In April 2008, he deployed to 

southern Afghanistan. Less than two months later, he was on 
patrol with his squad in an Afghan village, passing an aban-

doned yellow bicycle when it  exploded, causing a traumatic 

injury to the brachial artery in his left arm. 
(Continued Next Column) 

(Academy Continued) 

Despite the explosion, Talicuran remained on his feet 

and was able to move to cover with the rest of his 

squad. Once they realized the extent of his injury, he 

talked them through what to do to apply a tourniquet 

and medicate him. Talicuran was sent back to the U.S., 

first to Walter Reed National Military Medical Center 

then home to the Naval Medical Center in San Diego. 

While recovering from his injuries, he was also under-

going a medical examination board that would decide 

whether or not he would get to stay in the military.  

 “You have to realize there are things that are out of your 

control. What is in your control is to move on and do your 

best,” Talicuran said. “Don‟t just settle and assume you‟re 
heading for a med board so there‟s no point in finishing 

your application. I still had hope.” Determined to continue 

his Talicuran underwent daily physical and occupational 
therapy and was eventually cleared for continued service. 

He also received his U.S. citizenship in November 2008. 

While serving on temporary duty at the hospital, he com-

pleted his Naval Academy application and was accepted, 

reporting on Induction Day in 2010. 

“That‟s how my „American Dream‟ started,” he said. 

Talicuran, 25, said that despite his experiences and the fact 

that the younger mids looked up to him, the Naval Acad-

emy still posed its own challenges, especially mentally. “I 
tried to adapt to that environment,” said Talicuran, who 

graduated with a B.S. in Information Technology. “I would 

share my experiences if asked, but not just put them out 
there.” Evidently his prior experiences didn‟t put Talicuran 

off serving in the Marine Corps. “Working with the Ma-

rines was the best thing that happened to me,” he said. 
Which is just as well, as Talicuran is in the first wave of 

graduates to attend the Basic School within weeks of 

graduation. “I‟m excited to do my job and do it well,” he 

said. 

Humor 

Desperate for a drink, Taliban fighter fleeing  

A fleeing Taliban fighter, desperate for a drink, was plod-

ding through the Afghan desert when he came across a little 

man at a stall selling ties. 
"Do you have water?" the Taliban rebel asked. 

"No, but would you like to buy a tie? $50." 

"Fool!" shouted the fighter. "I don't need an over-priced tie. 
I should kill you, but I must find water first." 

"OK," said the stall owner. "It does not matter that you do 

not want my ties and that you hate me. I will show you I 

am a bigger man than that. If you continue over that hill for 
about five kilometers, you will find a lovely restaurant. It 

has all the ice-cold water you need." 

Muttering, the fighter staggered over the hill. Several hours 
later, he staggered back. 

"Your filthy swine of a brother won't let me in without a 

tie." 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio-class_submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoon_class_submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoon_class_submarine
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Hawaii 
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining 48 letters spell a secret message.   

 

ALOHA 
ARCHIPELAGO 

BEACHES 

CANOEING 

COFFEE 
GRASS SKIRT 

HAWAIIAN 

HONOLULU 
HULA 

HUMPBACK WHALES 

ISLANDS 

 

KAHO'OLAWE 
KAUA'I 

KAYAKING 

KONA COAST 

LANA'I 
LUAU 

MACADAMIA NUTS 

MANTA RAYS 
MAUI 

MOLOKA'I 

NAPALI COAST 

 

NI'IHAU 
NORTH SHORE 

O'AHU 

PACIFIC OCEAN 

PEARL HARBOR 
PINEAPPLES 

RESORTS 

SAND 
SCUBA DIVING 

SNORKELING 

STATE 

 

SUGARCANE 
SURFING 

TOURISTS 

TROPICAL 

UKELELE 
VACATION 

VOLCANOES 

WAIKIKI 
WAIMEA BAY 

WARM 

WHALE WATCHING 

 

The hidden message for June Sanitary Word Search is: BARBECUE SAUCE  


