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Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday  September 11th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, OR 

At 1730 

****************************** 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday  September 11th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 

        7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR    

At 1900     

No Chow,     

mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com?subject=Blueback%20Base
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AUGUST 17TH 2014  

Dave Vrooman and George Hudson are the Nominating 

Committee and are accepting nominations.  

Base Commander Lough brought up the subject of the Veter-

ans Day Parade in Vancouver, WA. A motion was made, sec-

onded and passed to attend the Veterans Day Parade.  

Base Commander Ray Lough called for a motion to end the 

meeting so that the picnic festivities could begin. Motion 

made , seconded , and passed.  

Benediction: Arlo Gatchel 

The picnic was outstanding this year as it always is. If you 

went away hungry it was your own fault 

Salmon: by Bob Jackson 

Pulled Pork: by Ron & Joan Bell 

Corn on the cob: by Clive & Georgia Waite 

Numerous and delicious side dishes and deserts provided by 

our supporting ladies! 

About 45-50 Shipmates and their families attended.  

  

Respectfully Submitted 

Dennis Smith 

BLUEBACK MEETING MINUTES 

                                 AUGUST 17TH 2014  

11:00 Base meeting called to order by Base Commander Ray 

Lough 

Invocation: Arlo Gatchel 

Pledge of Allegiance: Ray Lough 

Tolling of Lost Boats  

Moment of silence for departed Shipmates 

Base Commander Ray Lough asked for a motion to fore-go 

reports from Secretary and Treasurer. Motion made and car-

ried. 

Old Business: Vice Commander Bob Jackson presented a 

report on the upcoming Christmas Dinner. He requested in-

put from the membership as to what choices they would like 

for the entrée. Members requested Chicken, Fish and Beef to 

chose from. Bob will deal with the Monarch and hopes to be 

selling tickets by the October meeting. 

 Base Commander reminded the membership of the coming 

elections for Base Commander and Vice Base Commander in 

November. 

                                 (Continued Next Column) 

Commander’s Corner 
September 2014 

It’s September already! Despite current temperatures winter 

will be closing in soon enough. And our ‘little kiddies’ are 

going back to school, much to the relief of the parents! What 

are they going to learn in our hallowed Halls of Education? 

Better yet, what are we as Grandparents going to do to sup-

plement their education? Part of our Creed is to further the 

ideals of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice. What better 

way to remember than to explain to our Grandkids and Great 

Grandkids the true meaning of Citizenship and how we got 

here from there? Some of us go to different schools that 

honor Veterans and give a short talk on what we did in the 

course of our military service. I am astonished when I get 

asked “ Did you volunteer and why?”. Very little World War 

history, Korean ‘Police action’ or Vietnam is explained in 

history classes to any degree. I’ve almost gotten caught up in 

“moral issues” with some young teachers that weren’t even 

born when I served. So it is our responsibility to keep re-

minding the current generation how they got these freedoms 

we have and convince them that Freedom isn’t Free! 

I won’t be at the September meeting due to a ship’s reunion 

in Los Angeles but Vice Commander Bob Jackson will step 

in my place. Remember we have elections coming up in No-

vember so start thinking about serving in the leadership of 

the Base. Also the Christmas Dinner in December so buy 

your meal tickets asap! 

 

Greenboard 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

Humor 

A woman meets with her lover, who is also her husband's best 

friend. They make love for hours. Afterwards, as they lie in 

bed, the phone rings. Since it's the woman's house, she picks 

up the receiver. The best friend listens, only hearing her side 

of the conversation:  

"Hello? Oh, hi... I'm so glad that you called... Really? That's 

wonderful... Well, I'm happy to hear you're having such a 

great time... Oh, that sounds terrific... Love you, too. OK. Bye

-bye."  

She hangs up the telephone and her lover asks, 

 "Who was that?""Oh," she replies, "That was my husband 

telling me about the wonderful time he's having on his fishing 

trip with you."  

***************************** 

A blonde notices that her coworker has a thermos, so she asks 

him what it's for. He responds, "It keeps hot things hot and 

cold things cold." The blonde immediately buys one for her-

self. The next day, she goes to work and proudly displays it. 

Her coworker asks, "What do you have in it?" 

She replies, "Soup and ice cream." 

************************** 

Q: How did Dairy Queen get pregnant?  

A: Burger King forgot to wrap his whopper.  

*************************** 

A blonde orders a pizza and is asked if she wants it cut into 

six or 12 pieces. 

She responds, "Six, please. I could never eat 12 pieces."  

*************************** 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 

September Lost Boats 

Lost on September 1, 1920 when a practice dive went 

wrong and she sank bow-first, with her stern showing 

above the water. In a dramatic adventure, her exhausted 

crew was rescued during the next few days. Salvage at-

tempts were unsuccessful, S-5 settled to the bottom and 

was abandoned.  

Class: SS S  

 Commissioned: 3/6/1920  

 Launched: 11/10/1919  

 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

 Length: 231, Beam: 22  

 #Officers: 4, #Enlisted: 34  

 Fate: She commenced a dive for a 

submerged test run. Water unexpectedly entered the sub-

marine through the main air induction system pouring 

into the control room, engine room, torpedo room, and 

the motor room. S-5 sank, but the entire crew managed to 

escape. 

USS S-5 (SS-110) 

Lost on Sept 9, 1943 with the loss of 76 men near the 

Tablas Strait. Grayling was on her 8th war patrol and 

sank two ships before being lost.  

Class: SS 198  

 Commissioned: 3/1/1941  

 Launched: 9/4/1940  

 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

 Length: 307, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

 Fate: Grayling was lost between 

9 and 12 September 1943 either 

in Lingayen Gulf or along the 

approaches to Manila. 76 men 

lost. 

USS Grayling (SS-209) 

Pompano was sunk (between Sept 17 and Oct 5) with 

the loss of 77 men while on her 7th war patrol. Possibly 

lost on Sept 17, 1943. Japanese records show that a sub-

marine was sunk in her patrol area on 17 September by 

air & depth charge attack off the Aomori Prefecture near 

Shiriya Zaki. Before being lost, she sank two enemy 

cargo ships. The exact cause of her loss remains un-

known, but she probably was sunk by the air/sea attack 

above or fell victim to a mine on or after 9/25/1943. 

This boat's last recorded ship (Taiko Maru) sunk hap-

pened on Sept 25th, so she probably hit a mine on or 

after that date but before Oct 5th, when she was sched-

uled back at Midway.        (USS Pompano Continued Next Column) 

USS Pompano (SS-181) 

(USS Pompano Continued) 

Class: SS 172  
 Commissioned: 6/12/1937  
 Launched: 3/11/1937  
 Builder: Mare Island Navy Yard  
 Length: 298, Beam: 25  
 #Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 45  
 Fate: Sunk, probably by Japanese 
mines in the Western Pacific, Sept. 
1943. 76 men lost 

Lost on Sept 25, 1925 with the loss of 33 men when it 

was sunk after collision with SS City of Rome off Block 

Island.  

Class: SS S  

 Commissioned: 6/24/1922  

 Launched: 8/20/1921  

 Builder: Lake Torpedo Boat co  

 Length: 240, Beam: 22  

 #Officers: 4, #Enlisted: 34  

 Fate: S-51 was rammed and sunk off Block Island, N.Y., 

by the merchant steamer, City of Rome. Only three survi-

vors of the 36 men on board the ill fated submarine were 

recovered. 

USS S-51 (SS-162) 

Lost on Sept 28, 1943 on her first war patrol with the 

loss of 76 men in the Sulu Sea 

west of Mindinao.  

Class: SS 285  

 Commissioned: 5/10/1943  

 Launched: 12/24/1942  

 Builder: Portsmouth Navy 

Yard  
 Length: 312, Beam: 27  

 #Officers: 10, #Enlisted: 71  

 Fate: Departed on her 1st war patrol, but never returned. 

Japanese records tell of sighting a submarine leaking oil 

in the area where was known to have been on duty. Japa-

nese records state she was sunk by bombs and depth 

charges.76 men lost. 

USS Cisco (SS-290) 
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The Women Who Loved Us 

 

by Bob 'Dex' Armstrong 
There's a lot of stuff written about submarines… The men, the ships, the schools, the equipment, units, piers, locations, bars, 

hookers, and God knows what else. But, we don't say a helluva lot about those wonderful women who loved us. Believe me, lov-

ing a damn diesel boat sailor took one CrackerJack woman… They were, and will always remain among God's most endearingly 

wonderful creations. 

As a linehandler, I was always topside when we came into Pier 22. It could be 0200 in a damn hailstorm and they would be 

there… Snow… Rain… Hell, rattlesnakes could have been falling from the sky and they would have been there waiting for 

what? An unshaven, stinking, raggedy-ass idiot, hauling a sack of laundry, reeking of the inside of a seagoing submersible zoo. 

They actually couldn't wait to get their arms around the smelly idiots that belched forth from the iron monster just tethered to the 

pier or bouncing tank tops with some other iron monster moored in the nest. 

Hey, you lucky bastards sit back and close your eyes… Think back. Remember the days when the lady out there doing the din-

ner dishes before she goes upstairs to iron the shirt you'll wear to work tomorrow, was 24? Remember that? Back when you two 

lived on E-4 pay with sub, sea and foreign duty pay? 

In those days, she met you with two-year-old Patrick on her hip, wearing a J.C. Penny sale sundress and a smile that needed yard 

markers.  

Later, when you were sucking snorkel air for a living, she attended parent teacher conferences, school plays, PTA spaghetti din-

ners, little league games, scout awards banquets and dental appointments without your help. She sat in the emergency room at 

the Norfolk Naval Hospital and in the principal's office, times when it would have been really great to have you around.  

They were saints. Saints who didn't exactly get prize packages. I mean, think back… Marrying a guy who spent most of his time 

plowing invisible holes in the ocean, wasn't such a great deal. Living on peanut butter and jelly sandwiches until payday… Knit-

ted Christmas gifts… Dropping a busted TV off at the Salvation Army simply because repairs couldn't be fitted in the family 

budget. Hand me down kid's clothes… Home permanents in lieu of trips to the beauty shop. 

Horsefly, do you have any idea what a lucky bastard you are? Do you have any idea how rare it is for a woman to put up with 

crap like that?  

Yes, we were loved by some very special ladies. The 'Welcome home, sailor' with arms around your neck kind. Hell, the way 

you smelled and looked, you couldn't have paid somebody who didn't love you, to do that.  

Remember duty nights when they passed the word, "Lady visitors aboard" and the Duty Officer sent the Below Decks Watch on 

a Paul Revere run through the boat whispering, 

"Murphy's bride is in the Crew's Mess watching the movie. Watch your gahdam language and if you pass through the compart-

ment don't pat the actresses on the screen, on the ass." 

Remember laying in your rack in the Alley and getting a whiff of some 'catch me, rape me' perfume, when some tender young 

thing dropped down into the boat? One whiff of that perfume and you were rooting through your sidelocker for a set of whites 

and heading up to Bells. 

They actually ordered see through ooh-la-la baby doll nighties they wouldn't have been caught dead in under any other circum-

stances, to welcome you home. 

Submarine sailors are not known for their sensitivity when it comes to selecting cohabitational locations. Pier head parking lot… 

Kroger's food store parking lot… Driveway at vacationing pal's house… Front seat or back seat, didn't matter. One returning 

sailor used to toss two dollars worth of nickels in the backyard to keep his kids occupied. Another first class once took his teen-

age daughter to the movies to see 'Gone with the Wind' and then after a raging ten minutes of cohabitational bliss, he and his dear 

sweet bride fell asleep… And little Trixie watched the whole damn thing twice, because the folks running the theater who knew 

the family, didn't want her standing out in the rain.  

I once saw this TV program about nuke sailors whose wives put perfumed panties in sealed plastic baggies for sailors to tuck 

under their pillows to remember them by. 

You have any idea what that would have caused on a smokeboat? Nocturnal fantasy dreams would have had the place hopping 

around like fresh-caught fish in the bottom of an aluminum canoe. 

They were ours. They will always be ours. Every damn submarine base should have a memorial tribute to the smokeboat sailors' 

bride… Say, a stature of a beautiful girl in a Robert Hall bargain basement fashion, holding the hand of a grinning bluejacket in 

acid-eaten dungarees and a frayed white hat. 

Ladies, this is for you. God bless you and all you represent. You and you alone made a contribution to this nation's winning of 

the Cold War only you could have given.  

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

September: 

11th —- Base Meeting 

October: 

9th —- Base Meeting — Chow This Month 

November: 

13th —- Base Meeting  

December:    

11th —-Short Base Meeting & Christmas Dinner 

January: 

8th  —--Base Meeting 

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

This Month in History (September)  

2nd — 1945 V-j Day. Japan Surrender 

14th — 1914 Star-Spangled Banner, Written by Francis 

Scott Key 

17th— 1787 U.S. Constitution Approved 

18th — 1947 U.S. Air Force Established  

19th — POW/MIA Recognition Day 

29th — 1899 VFW Day Established 

Here are four photos taken 

by Dave Vrooman at the 

annual Blueback August 

Picnic. Good time and 

good food. 

 

New Bell stand  

More Humor 

Two engineering students were biking across a university 
campus when one said, "Where did you get such a great 
bike?"   
 The second engineer replied, "Well, I was walking along 
yesterday, minding my own business, when a beautiful 
woman rode up on this bike, threw it to the ground, took off 
all her clothes and said, "Take what you want"   
 The first engineer nodded approvingly and said, "Good 
choice: The clothes probably wouldn't have fit you anyway." 

************************* 
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(Woman Continued from Page 4) 

It was recognized by every boat sailor who ever stood topside when his boat put her lines over and saw the kind of smile true 

love puts on a patriotically-inspired, loyal woman's face. 

Those of us, not married at the time, learned lessons in what truly counts in a marriage from watching these amazingly wonder-

ful ladies. 

Well here's to you ladies. There was no more important part of submarining than being your friend… And being asked home for 

a home-cooked meal.  

Your life was not easy, in fact it was one hell of a lot tougher than any starry-eyed bride should have been asked to deal with. 

But, the reward for your personal hardships and sacrifices will be found in the memories all loyal and faithful women accumu-

late and in the deep respect by which you are held by the men who stood topside and regarded your $8.95 sale dress as a gown 

worn by an angel. 

********************************************************** 

Days Gone By 
Naval Eyes Only —— Where did they go? 

  

They were famous throughout the Navy: 

The Gut in Barcelona, East Main Street in Norfolk, Flatbush Ave & Sand Street in Brooklyn ( Fulton & Lafayette ), The Com-

bat Zone in Boston, The Pike in Long Beach, Market Street in San Francisco, Bank Street in New London, Broadway Street in 

San Diego, Hotel (s**t) Street in Honolulu, The Honcho in Yokosuka, China Town and Sakuragi-cho in Yokohama, Wanchai in 

Hong Kong, Buggis Street in Singapore, Magsaysay in Olongapo and all the other places where fleet sailors congregated.  

You might ask, “Where did they go?”  

Well Shipmate, they didn't go anywhere. You are asking the wrong question. You should ask, “Where did all the fleet sailors 

go?”  

Long ago, on payday night & in the nights following, these streets were a paradise to the North American Blue Jacket. A person 

could look down the street & see neon signs advertising beer & bars & a sea of white hats bobbing up & down as sailors made 

their way from bar to bar. At liberty call these became a shopping center for intoxicating beverages & sex.  

And in some places a PO2 could get that new First Class crow sewn on or that old Third Class crow sewn back on. No need for 

crows these days. It is all collar & hat devices. Hell, I don't see much need for dress canvas 

these days. The only time I see it worn is when a ship is leaving or returning from a deployment. 

 With all the straight sailors & females, the gays & lesbians & “don't knows” aboard these days, I figure sailors are shopping for 

sex closer to home.  

The smoking lamp is cold & probably over the side or being saved for recycling or Mary Soo (forget her, CumShaw is Fraud, 

Waste, Abuse & misappropriation of government property. I’ll tell a story about the 

consequences of CumShaw some time). Instead of trading useless gear to Mary Soo for painting the ship, the Navy now recycles 

& lets a multi-thousand dollar contract to get the job done.  

Smoking is now frowned upon. Surface ships limit smoking to a tiny, uncomfortable topside space. My shipmates in the Bubble 

Head world can no longer smoke anyplace aboard the boat. Municipalities & states have also jumped on the bandwagon & 

banned smoking in bars and restaurants.  

Drive past any bar or lounge & you will see a group standing on the corner smoking & no, they cannot bring their drinks out-

side. It is against the law to drink in public. Drinkers are now pariahs in our modern Navy.  

The clubs are closed. They no longer exist or have been converted to MWR game rooms where the strongest drink available is a 

lousy Red Bull.  

Quarterdecks of ships, in addition to a podium, log books, long glass, & weapon are now equipped with a Breathalyzer & proba-

bly a watch stander to operate it. Many commands are requiring that sailors refrain from drinking the day prior to a duty day. 

Back in the day, a sailor ashore knew that his shipmates had his back. Whether in a confrontation with a  sailor from another 

ship, marines, or Limeys, he knew his shipmates would stand with him. Too much to drink? A shipmate would help you back 

aboard & even help you to your rack. You would do the same for him. These days, you are assigned a “Liberty Buddy.” You are 

to stay together &, I guess, keep each other from drinking or smoking. With the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”, I guess a dal-

liance with a “Rump Ranger” would be okay.               

(Continued on Page 7)  
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(Days Gone By Continued From Page 6) 

But, before you go ashore, you have to formulate a “Liberty Plan” & get it approved by your Department/Division Liberty Coor-

dinator. If during your liberty, you or your Liberty Buddy change your plan, you must contact your Liberty Coordinator & get 

the change approved. I surmise that, “I'll be in the Barrio some place getting screwed” would not be an acceptable liberty plan. 

Always worked for me!  

They were more than streets & bars. First & foremost, they were the repositories of small bits & pieces of the history of Amer-

ica's forces afloat. They were the unofficial clubhouses of those of us who went to sea on old gray steel under the flag of the 

United States.  

They were places where a thirsty bluejacket could go and park his butt where sailors of earlier fleets had  parked theirs.  

They were the poor man's Valhalla, where lads who plowed deep salt water could go & share fellowship & sea stories with fel-

low practitioners of the nautical arts… A place where well-intentioned exaggeration & bulls**t-gilded flawed recollection were 

readily forgiven & accepted.  

They were places where lonely strays could tie up alongside a warm feminine fanny on a cold night… For a few bucks, & some-

times love.  

Where did the streets & the bars go you ask?  A better question is! 

Where the hell did the real sailors go?   

*********************************************************** 

The Dalles, Ore. –The Oregon Veterans’ Home, located in The 

Dalles, has been recognized as the first and only state veterans’ 

home nationally to ever earn the Gold – Excellence in Quality 

Award for superior performance in the long-term and post-acute 

care profession  The award is one of three distinct awards possi-

ble through the National Quality Award Program, presented by 

the American Health Care Association and National Center for 

Assisted Living (AHCA/NCAL). 

 The competitive award program recognizes centers across the 

nations that have earned this award have not only demonstrated superior quality outcomes but who continue to strive for excel-

lence.  Since the program’s inception in 1996, AHCA/NCAL has issued only 24 organizations with awards at the Gold level, the 

final and most rigorous level of the National Quality Award Program.  

“I am honored to congratulate the Oregon Veterans’ Home for their dedication and commitment to improving the lives of those 

who rely on their services every day.” said Mark Parkinson, President and CEO of AHCA/NCAL.  

 The Gold – Excellence in Quality Award has only been presented 24 times since 1995.  Oregon Department of Veterans’ Af-

fairs Director Cameron Smith said this outstanding high level national recognition the Home and its staff have earned shows 

they have become a true leader in caring for veterans.  

The home had previously earned a Silver award.  

“The team at the Oregon Veterans’ Home is second to none and dedicated to providing exceptional care for veterans and their 

families. This award recognizes the staff’s commitment to excellence and confirms that the Oregon Veterans Home is indeed the 

place where honor lives,” Smith said.  

Opened in the fall of 1997, the facility is located just outside the city. The staff is able to care for as many as 151 residents who 

need long-term care in a facility that provides skilled nursing, Alzheimer’s and dementia-related care, plus  inpatient and outpa-

tient rehabilitative care to veterans, their spouses and parents who have lost a child to wartime service. 

The American Health Care Association and National Center for Assisted Living (AHCA/NCAL) represent more than 12,000 

non-profit and proprietary skilled nursing centers, assisted living communities, sub-acute centers and homes for individuals with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities.  

The award will be presented to the Oregon Veterans’ Home during AHCA/NCAL’s 65th Annual Convention and Exposition, 

Oct. 5-8, 2014, in Washington, D.C.  

********************************************************** 

 
Patriotism is easy to understand in America; it means looking out for yourself by looking out for your country.  

Calvin Coolidge 
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Navy Finally Admits It Can’t Afford Fleet, Esp. New SSBNs  
By SYDNEY J. FREEDBERG JR. on July 08, 2014 at 11:32 AM 

WASHINGTON: “Unsustainable.” That’s the Navy’s own official assessment of the spending rates required to keep the fleet 

large and modern enough to do its missions. For the service to state this in writing ratchets up not just the rhetoric but the likeli-

hood of future budget battles in the Pentagon and on the Hill — 

especially over the immensely expensive program to replace aging 

Ohio-class nuclear missile submarines (SSBNs), which the Navy 

desperately wants someone else to pay for. 

Every year, the Navy publishes a 30-year shipbuilding plan. Every 

year, both partisan and neutral observers deride it as fiscally unre-

alistic: “The way you fund the shipbuilding plan is fantasyland,” 

House seapower subcommittee chairman Randy Forbes once told 

me. But this year, for the first time, the Navy plan itself admits it 

can’t be done. 

Senior admirals and officials have been increasingly candid in re-

cent months about the mismatch between the ships they want to 

build and the money they’ll have to build them. But they’ve never before been quite this blunt, not in an official report to Con-

gress. 

“The Navy’s started to be a lot more blunt when [Rear] Admiral [Richard] Breckenridge testified before HASC last fall,” one 

Hill staffer told me. “At the time we thought he was leaning forward, but eight months later, it seems to be a consensus issue” 

among Navy leaders. 

Last year’s report, submitted along with the 2014 budget request, said blandly that “the Department [of the Navy] will encounter 

several challenges in executing this shipbuilding plan.” In stark contrast, this year’s report – sent to Congress months late, on 

July 1st – says bluntly that “it requires funding at an unsustainable level, particularly between FY25 and FY34.” 

In particular, the new report continues, “the DON can only afford the SSBN procurement costs with significant increases in our 

top-line or by having the SSBN funded from sources that do not result in any reductions to the DON’s resourcing level.” 

Navy boosters like Rep. Forbes have long argued that the at-sea leg of the nuclear triad is so important – and so expensive – that 

the Defense Department as a whole should bear the cost, not just the Navy budget. Admirals have said so as well. But to make 

the argument in the official shipbuilding plan amounts to a declaration of war against the traditional division of the budget 

among the four armed services. 

What was unthinkable not too long ago, however, is now up for a vote in Congress. “I think we moved the ball with the SSBN 

special funding line,” the staffer told me. Despite bitter differences on many other issues, both the House and Senate Armed Ser-

vices Committees have approved language creating a “national sea-based deterrence fund” outside the regular Navy budget to 

pay for the Ohio replacement. (The House passed the bill, the National Defense Authorization Act, but the full Senate has yet to 

vote). 

The Ohio replacement isn’t the Navy’s only problem, though. With the new SSBN, the Navy estimates – arguably over-

optimistically – that it will require an average of $17.2 billion a year for shipbuilding from 2020 through 2035, one-third more 

than the recent years’ average of $13 billion. But even without the Ohio Replacement Program, the plan admits, they’d still be a 

couple billion over, at $14-15 billion a year. What’s more, while the Ohio replacement cost peaks after 2025, the costs of replac-

ing other aging ships spike earlier, in the early 2020s. 

The problem is the Navy is still living off the Reagan buildup. “Most of our current fleet is comprised of ships being built be-

tween 1980 and 1990,” the plan says. With most classes prone to wear out after about 30 to 35 years of service at sea, that means 

“block obsolescence” and mass retirements from now through 2025. “These retiring ships will need to be recapitalized at rates 

that are unaffordable in today’s environment.” 

Particularly under pressure is the Navy’s cruiser fleet, the aging CG-47 Ticonderoga class. In the past, the service has proposed 

retiring seven older “Ticos” to save money, only to be shot down brutally by Congress. In this year’s budget, however, the Navy 

suggests semi-mothballing 11 of the 22 cruisers for years, then returning them to service, with modernized equipment, when the 

other 11 retire. This “innovative approach,” the plan says, “will enable us to spread retirements across longer periods and miti-

gate the impact of block retirement.” 

Republicans, however, remain deeply skeptical that the Navy will ever bring the cruisers back. The Democrat-led SASC ap-

proved the mothball plan, but the Republican-lead HASC did not. That sets up a conference battle over whether to keep the ships 

– and where to get the money to keep them when sequestration is set to slash the budget. 

******************************************************************** 
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Become Part of U.S. Submarine History! 
Have your name or group's name engraved on a brick  

Any questions, call Don Bassler 360-509-0250 

Brick Donation Application 
Dedicated in April 2000 to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the U.S. Submarine 

Fleet, the proudly named “Deterrent Park" offers a place for learning, quiet contempla-

tion and a natural location for honoring our shipmates on distinguished occasions.  

The park is located on Naval Submarine Base Kitsap, Bangor, centrally located near 

Submarine Group NINE headquarters, TRIDENT Training Facility and the Off-Crew 

Administration Building.  

The Centerpiece of the park is a full scale replica of an FBM submarine topside with the 

USS WOODROW WILSON (SSBN 624) sail and upper rudder.  Additional features 

include the Forty-One For Freedom Memorial, describing Submarine Force history, and 

a ceremonial  area.  

The park is used frequently for Retirements and other Official Ceremonies by local Na-

val Commands.  You can continue it's operational availability by donating a memorial 

brick. Your 4.5 x 9", "submarine black", brick with engraved message will be used to 

form the submarine's missile deck.  

Typical messages can be name, rate/rank, dates served, date qualified, or boats served 

on, in memory (Deceased Shipmates), or any other message that meets the decorum of 

the site.  You will receive a certificate verifying the message to be engraved and a chart 

showing approximate location of your brick. 

The donation for each brick is $40.00, which includes all engraving, administration, and 

installation costs. You may donate as many bricks as you wish. Once donated, bricks 

become park property.   

Naval Base Kitsap is responsible for the maintenance of the park and keeps the subma-

rine replica and surrounding grounds in top ceremonial condition.  

The submarine veterans of the USSVI Bremerton Base are responsible for administration 

of brick applications, processing donations, arranging engraving and installation and pro-

viding follow-on information such as brick locations, etc. 

It is fitting that we continue “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who have 

served and, in particular, to those who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while 

serving their country.”  

In 2012, USSVI Bremerton Base donated the WWII Submariners Medal of Honor section to the missile deck as show 

above.  Also in the past year, two sponsors (Roth & Clinefelter)  have made donations that honor family members.  This is a 

thought you should consider before donating.  The engraved bricks cannot be moved after installation. 

*********************************************************** 

  The future USS Montgomery 

(LCS 8) marked an important pro-

duction milestone for the littoral 

combat ship program Wednesday. 
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Look Up!  

Find and circle all of the items that you might see when you look upward. 

The remaining 24 letters spell an additional item you might see.  

AIRPLANE 

BIG DIPPER 

BIRDS 

BLIMP 

BLUE SKY 

CHIMNEY SMOKE 

CLOUDS 

COMET 

DRONE 

FIREWORKS 

 

GALAXY 

HAZE 

HELICOPTER 

HOT AIR BALLOON 

JET EXHAUST 

JUPITER 

KITE 

LIGHTNING 

MARS 

MERCURY 

 

METEOR SHOWER 

MOON 

PLANETS 

POWER LINES 

RAINBOW 

SATELLITE 

SATURN 

SKYDIVER 

SKYSCRAPER 

SKYWRITING 

 

SMOG 

SOLAR ECLIPSE 

STARS 

STREET LIGHT 

THE SUN 

TREETOP 

UNIVERSE 

VENUS 

The hidden message for August word Search is: 

THE CAPITAL CITY OF THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC IS QUEBEC CITY 


