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patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday  October 9th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, OR 

At 1730 

****************************** 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday  October 9th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 

        7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR    

At 1900     

 Good Chow This Month    

mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com?subject=Blueback%20Base
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(September Meeting Minutes Cont.) 

information about one of his shipmates on USS Alabama 

that  was killed at the Pentagon on September 11th 

Bob Jackson reported on the progress of the Christmas Din-

ner. Tickets will be available at the October Meeting. There 

was some discussion about the cost of the dinner 

We need to find a storage space for the Albacore parade 

float. 

New Business: Elections for Base Commander and Vice 

Base Commander are in November so start thinking of whom 

you wish to elect for your leadership. 

Dave Vrooman introduced a new member. Matthew Johnson 

Bill Bryan and his wife passed out information about the Si-

lent Auction that will take place at the Christmas Dinner 

Good of The Order: Fred Carneau was in Meridian Park 

Hospital but has returned home. 

Benediction: Bob Walters 

Meeting Adjourned: 1930 

Sailing List: Agler, Bryan, Bywater, Curtis, Hager, Jackson, 

McComiskey, Smart, Smith, Sumner, Thornhill, Thrall, 

Tzevelekos, Vrooman, Walters, Webb, Johnson 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Dennis Smith 

Base Secretary  

BLUEBACK MEETING MINUTES 

                                 September  2014  

1730: E-Board Meeting. No E-Board meeting only three 

board members present 

1900: Base Meeting called to order by Base Vice Com-

mander Bob Jackson 

Invocation: Bob Walters 

Flag Salute led by Bob Jackson 

Tolling of the Lost Boats: Gary Curtis & Bob Sumner 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed: Vice Commander 

Bob Jackson 

Secretary Report E-Board Meeting: None 

Treasurer Report: None 

Commander Report: Vice Commander Bob Jackson 

Our entry for the Vancouver Veterans Day Parade on No-

vember 8th submitted. We will get our line-up information 

about October 5th turnout this year. 

Old Business: Dylan McComiskey read a letter with                             

                                (Continued Next Column) 

Commander’s Corner 

 
Well here we are, it’s October already and some are counting 

the shopping days left to Christmas. I know sometimes I 

sound like a pilgrim crying out in the night about our Creed 

and our responsibilities to our predecessors and shipmates 

but THAT is just what our Creed calls on us to do-----

Remember! Imagine if those young men that gave all for 

their country were here today. I like to think we would have a 

better sense of Country and Morality. They were part of the 

Great Generation of which my Grandparents and Parents 

were members of. And they taught me to stand when a 

woman entered the room, open my lady’s door and hold a 

chair out for her. I also was taught to stand when our flag 

went by and to recite the Pledge of Allegiance each day be-

fore school started. We are a society of immigrants that 

bring much to the table of our country. All that goes for 

naught if Respect is lost for our predecessors and what they 

established for us. I challenge you Grandpas that call your-

selves SubVets to teach your grandchildren what the Flag 

means and what our responsibilities as citizens are. Sure the 

teenagers may think we are corney and even out of fashion 

BUT when has Patriotism, Honour and Respect for each 

other out of style?  

We are registered for the Vancouver Veteran’s Parade in No-

vember with more info coming at the Base meeting. 

Fair Winds and Following Seas 

 

Ray Lough 

Blueback Base 

Humor 
An 86-year -old man went to his doctor for his quarterly 
check-up... The doctor asked him how he was feeling, and the 
86-year -old said ,'Things are great and I've never felt better.' 
I now have a 20 year -old bride who is pregnant with my 
child. "So what do you think about that Doc ?" The doctor 
considered his question for a minute and then began to tell a 
story. "I have an older friend , much like you, who is an avid 
hunter and never misses a season." One day he was setting 
off to go hunting. In a bit of a hurry , he accidentally picked 
up his walking cane instead of his gun." "As he neared a 
lake , he came across a very large male beaver sitting at the 
water's edge. He realized he'd left his gun at home and so he 
couldn't shoot the magnificent creature. Out of habit he raised 
his cane, aimed it at the animal as if it were his favorite hunt-
ing rifle and went 'bang, bang'." "Miraculously , two shots 
rang out and the beaver fell over dead. Now, what do you 
think of that?" asked the doctor. The 86-year -old man said , 
"Logic would strongly suggest that somebody else pumped a 
couple of rounds into that beaver." The doctor replied, "My 
point exactly." 

***************************** 

Bear Alert  

In case anyone is considering doing some camping this year, 
please note the following public service announcement: In 
Alaska, tourists are warned to wear tiny bells on their cloth-
ing when hiking in bear country. The bells warn away MOST 
bears. Tourists are also cautioned to watch the ground on the 
trail, paying particular attention to bear droppings to be alert 
for the presence of Grizzly Bears. One can tell a Grizzly 
dropping because it has tiny bells in it. 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 

October Lost Boats 

USS Seawolf (SS-197)  

Lost on Oct 3, 1944 with the loss of 83 

officers and men and 17 US Army 

troops when she was sunk just north of 

Moritai by USS Rowell, a Destroyer 

Escort (DE). In this tragic error, Rowell 

mistook Seawolf for a Japanese subma-

rine that had just sunk another De-

stroyer. Seawolf ranks 7th for enemy ships sunk. 

*************************** 

USS S-44 (SS-155)  
Lost on Oct 7, 1943 with the loss of 56 

men when it was sunk off Paramushiru, 

Kuriles. S-44 was on her 5th war patrol 

after attacking a target thought to be a 

merchant on the surface, S-44 found 

herself in a losing gun battle with a 

heavily armed Japanese destroyer. Two 

men were taken prisoner and survived the war. 

**************************** 

USS Wahoo (SS-238)  
Lost on Oct 11, 1943 with the loss of 80 

men near La Perouse Strait. Under com-

mand of one of the great sub skippers of 

World War II, LCDR "Mush" Morton, 

Wahoo was on her 7th war patrol. Wa-

hoo had won a Presidential Unit Citation 

and ranks 5th in the number of enemy 

ships sunk. She was lost to depth 

charged by a Japanese patrol aircraft. 

***************************** 

USS Dorado (SS-248)  
Lost on Oct 12, 1943 with the loss of 77 

men when she was sunk in the western 

Atlantic near Cuba. Newly commis-

sioned, she had departed New London 

and was enroute to Panama. She may 

have been sunk by a U.S. patrol plane 

that received faulty instructions regard-

ing bombing restriction areas or a Ger-

man U-boat that was in the vicinity. 

***************************** 

USS Escolar (SS-294)  

Lost on Oct 17, 1944 with the loss of 82 

men. She was on her 1st war patrol and 

was most likely lost to a mine some-

where in the Yellow Sea 

 

 

**************************** 

USS Shark II (SS-314)  

Lost on Oct 24,1944 with the loss of 87 

when she was sunk near Hainan. The 

second boat to carry this name during  

World War II, she was on her 3rd war 

patrol. Shark was sunk by escorts after 

attacking and sinking a lone freighter. 

Compounding the tragedy, it turned out 

that the freighter had 1,800 U.S. POW's on board. 

*************************** 

USS Darter (SS-227)  
Lost on Oct 24, 1944 when she became 

grounded on Bombay Shoal off Palawan 

and was then destroyed to prevent her 

falling into enemy hands intact. The en-

tire crew was rescued by USS Dace. 

Winner of one Navy Unit Commenda-

tion, Darter had sunk a heavy cruiser 

and damaged another and went aground while attempting an 

"end around" on an enemy formation in hopes of getting in an 

attack on a battleship. 

**************************** 

USS Tang (SS-306)  

Lost on Oct 25,1944 with the lost of 78 

men in the Formosa Strait. Tang was on 

her 5th war patrol. Tang ranks 2nd in the 

number of ships sunk and 4th in tonnage, 

and had won two Presidential Unit Cita-

tions. During a daring night surface at-

tack, Tang was lost to a circular run by one of her own torpe-

does. Nine of the crew were taken prisoner, including CDR. 

O'Kane and five who had gained the surface from her final 

resting place 180 feet below. All survived the war, and CDR 

O'Kane was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

***************************** 

USS O-5 (SS-66)   
 Lost on October 29, 1923 with the 
loss of 3 men when rammed and sunk 
by SS Ababgarez off the Panama Ca-
nal. 

***************************** 
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Blueback Base Spotlight 

From time to time it comes to the attention of the editor that someone in the Blueback family or something of interest should be      

recognized.  

Beaverton Navy veteran Robert Thornhill to see his GI Bill enhancement 

become federal law  

Robert Thornhill's campaign to extend GI Bill benefits to the spouses of fallen troops will become law 

when President Obama signs the VA reform bill Thursday. By Mike Francis | mfrancis@oregonian.com on 

August 05, 2014 at 1:46 PM Robert Thornhill on why the GI Bill expansion matters Sen. Jeff Merkley 

credits the Navy vet with pushing to extend educational benefits to the spouses of troops killed in action. 

When President Obama signs the VA Reform Bill this Thursday, a Beaverton Navy veteran can turn to his 

next mission. 

Part of the package of the legislation that Congress passed before leaving Washington, D.C., for the August recess is a provision 

that allows surviving spouses to take advantage of educational benefits under the GI Bill – benefits that would otherwise have 

been lost when the military member was killed. That provision was cosponsored by Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore., with Sen. Dean 

Heller, R-Nev. In his statement, Merkley said "Americans whose spouses die in the line of duty deserve a fair shot at receiving 

an education, rebuilding their lives and creating a firm foundation for their families." 

And he added, "I commend Oregon veteran Robert Thornhill for sharing this excellent proposal." In Beaverton, Thornhill waves 

off the compliment. "He probably already had the idea," he said Tuesday. "He gives me more credit than he should." Thornhill, 

83, is a vigorous, white-haired retired sailor and civilian Army administrator who spends many days at the Elsie Stuhr Center in 

Beaverton. He and Atsuko, his wife of 60 years, have settled in the Portland suburb. 

A man with a walker glides to the table Tuesday morning. "How are you doing?" he asks, extending his hand. "Still breath-

ing,"booms Thornhill, grasping it. 

This is where life's currents have brought Thornhill, who grew up in Oklahoma. He served during the Korean War years in the 

north Pacific, then, via a civilian job in the Army and a stint in the Peace Corps, traveled to Japan, China, Thailand, Vietnam, 

Latvia and Sweden. He found his way to Oregon at least partly because of the influence of a Jesuit teacher he had at Jochi Dai-

gaku, a Japanese university where he put his own GI Bill benefits to use. 

The Jesuit told him over and over how wonderful things were in his home state of Oregon. Thornhill made it a point to stop over 

during a trip in 1999. In his Motel 6 room, he turned on the television and saw an advertisement for census takers. He applied 

and got a job in Washington County. He never left. 

During a visit to the Portland VA Medical Center, where he was getting a follow-up exam, he saw a table inviting veterans to 

join the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He signed up and now is an active member of Post 1442 in Southeast Portland. 

"He's a good speaker. He's a good writer," said Post Commander and World War II veteran Marion Ellsworth. "He's the best 

we've got." 

Thornhill wears the cap of the USS Caiman, the submarine  which he served aboard during the Korean War years. Mike Fran-

cis / The Oregonian 

Thornhill is quick to credit Ellsworth and other members of the VFW for their support and encouragement. They have backed 

him in multiple efforts, from giving books to elementary school students to going to Salem to testify on veterans issues. 

On the GI Bill provision, officially known as the Spouses of Heroes Education Act, Thornhill said it simply makes sense to give 

a boost to spouses trying to hold their lives together after the death of a service member-spouse."It just made sense to me that 

there ought to be some ... way to help these people who have, in many cases, lost their breadwinner," he said. "To the degree we 

can educate them, it's good for America." 

The provision has roots in Salem, where Thornhill went to urge the Legislature to adopt it. With the help of then-Sen. Vicki 

Walker, Sen. Mark Hass, Rep. Jeff Barker and, crucially, then-Speaker Rep. Jeff Merkley, the bill was adopted in 2008. 

Merkley then carried the idea to the U.S. Senate after he was elected in 2008. 

"Mr. Thornhill is a tenacious advocate for Oregon's veterans and their families and he's frequently reached out to Sen. Merkley 

and our staff over the years," said Merkley spokesperson Martina McLennan, in an email. "He's been a terrific partner on the 

effort to expand educational benefits for Gold Star spouses," adding that the office was proud of the legislation and grateful to 

Thornhill. 

Thornhill is glad to see the bill become law. But now he's got other things to focus on. Hiring preferences for veterans, for exam-

ple. And veterans courts, which can help steer military veterans back into productive lives and away from prison. And collecting 

more books to give to school kids."He's a go-getter," said Ellsworth, the VFW commander. "He's so smart." 

-Mike Francis 

© 2014 OregonLive.com. All rights reserved. 
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

October: 

9th —- Base Meeting — Good Chow This Month 

November: 

13th —- Base Meeting  

December:    

11th —-Short Base Meeting & Christmas Dinner 

January: 

8th  —--Base Meeting 

February 

12th — Base Meeting  

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

This Month in History (October)  

7th —- Afghanistan War Began (2001) 

13th — US Navy Established (1775) 

23th — Grenada Campaign Began (1983) 

27th — Navy Day 

Binnacle List 

Fred Carneau had a brief stay in the hospital for breathing 

problems earlier this month, but is now home and resting. 

*******************  

Alyce Vick (LeRoys wife) saw the Oncologist recently and 

she will be starting Chemo on the 23rd to treat breast cancer. 

Her cancer is a stage 2 cancer as it had entered a lymph node. 

She will have radiation after the chemo.  

********************    

Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in our 

thoughts and prayers as we go forward each day 

More Humor 

THE TEN MOST DANGEROUS THINGS ON A SUB-

MARINE  

10. A Helmsman that really doesn't know left from right. 

 9.  A Engineman with anything electrical.    

8.   Anybody saying " Hey,  what was that noise"? 

7.   A new COB that doesn't drink, play cards, or tell 

jokes. 

6.   Anytime a Non-Qual  LTJG/LT says " I was just 

thinking". 

5.   An E-4 who says "based on my experience". 

4.   A group of 3 or more new onboard Non-Quals. 

3.   An ST2 (SS) who says "trust me, it's biologics". 

2.   A skinny CS3(SS). 

1.   A port lookout asking Luigi, the starboard lookout, is 

that a U-boat?  And Luigi answering: " No, I don't own a 

boat"! 

************************************ 

  

Enlisted women to serve on attack submarines 

after 2020 

With female officers having served in the boomer force for 

nearly three years, the Navy is aiming for women to make up 

a significant portion of the ballistic-missile submarine force 

by 2020, one of the new waypoints in the silent service’s his-

toric integration. By 2020, the Navy plans to have women 

make up 20 percent of the enlisted crew on seven of the 18 

Ohio-class submarines, according to the Navy’s latest inte-

gration plan. The plan also calls for enlisted women to begin 

serving on attack submarines after 2020, when the Block IV 

Virginia-class submarines begin entering the service. 

“There are many very capable women with the talent and de-

sire to succeed in the submarine force. Drawing from this 

talent enables us to maintain our undersea dominance,” said 

Lt. J.G. Eric Durie, spokesman for Navy Secretary Ray Ma-

bus in a statement to Navy Times. “For these reasons, we 

have been working diligently to integrate enlisted women into 

the submarine force.  

(Women on Subs Continued on Page 9) 
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Christmas Dinner 
We will be having the Blueback Christmas Dinner at the Monarch Motor Hotel at 5:00 PM December the 11th. 

Below is the Menu for that Dinner. 

We will discuss our costs per person at the next Blueback meeting in October— Tickets will be available  
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The Navy's Most Vital And Secretive Submarine 

Base Is In... Idaho?!? 
The US Navy's submarine bases are some of the most high-security installations in the 

world, but one of their most important and shadowy submarine outposts is not located 

along the ocean, but rather in a lake in landlocked Idaho.  

The Navy's Acoustic Research Detachment (ARD) at Bayview, Idaho, which is some 375 

miles from the ocean, is where new submarine and surface ship shapes and subsystems 

are tested in a sub-scale environment that closely mimics the ocean. In other words, 

ARD Bayview is the Navy's lower-key subsurface Area 51, and massive Lake Pend Oreille is a water based, smaller, and 

more outsider friendly Nellis Range Complex.  

The lake's depth (it's deeper than Loch Ness at about 1150 feet), large size, clear water and quiet conditions provided by 

steep tree-lined shores and a flat muddy bottom, along with a constant chilly temperature under 100 feet, are all key fac-

tors that have made it such an attractive testing location for the US Navy since WWII. Also, the lake stays remarkably 

calm for its size, allowing for fantastic testing conditions.  

The truth of the matter is that this small base has supported every major submarine design development of the last 65 

years, from exotic hull shaping and acoustic dampening treatments, to high-end passive and active sonar systems. Much 

of this testing is done using a large network of extremely sensitive hydrophones placed in key locations on, or tethered 

to, the bottom of the lake. Since these listening devices can even hear rain on the lake's surface, and in some cases to stay 

out of sight, the most sensitive testing is done late at night.  

Ranges: 

The main testing area is called the Intermediate Scale Measuring System 

(ISMS) which is a 1,000 foot diameter circle of hydrophones mounted on the 

bottom of the lake or suspended via buoys. This array is paired with an am-

plified sound projector array and an elaborate control barge on the surface 

above. Within this massive circle, sub-scale test articles are put through 

their paces and all of the information collected is piped via a fiber-optic net-

work to a ground control and interpreting station over a dozen miles away 

back at Bayview. Even particular pieces of machinery that are going to be 

installed on submarines can be tested inside one of the Navy's miniaturized 

test subs so that its overall acoustic impact can be gauged.  

In many ways the ISMS is watery version of the US Navy's Missile Engagement Test Arena and Radar Cross-Section 

measurement facilities, as it is a controlled environment created to evaluate a vehicle's signature and sensors in a three 

dimensional manner. 

The Buoyant Vehicle Test Range is used to measure the sound that the forward sections of a submarine design, mainly 

its bow, makes while moving through the water. This is done by towing the test article out to the range and winching it 

down to the bottom of the lake and then releasing it. Similar to an emergency ballast blow on full scale subs, this test al-

lows for very detailed acoustic data to be gathered as the submarine is moving through the water just via buoyancy, not 

its own propulsion or a tow-line. As it nears the surface the sub's dive planes are directed down so that it doesn't rocket 

out of the water at such an angle that it flips over or destroys itself. Testing using the BVTR has allowed for better bow 

sonar acuity and quieter subs, so pretty much two of the most important things when it comes to modern combat sub-

mersible design.  

The Large Scale Vehicle Range (LSVR) is probably the most exciting of all the Navy's Acoustic Research Detachment's 

capabilities. This is where the 1/4 scale submarines, which usually closely resemble operational subs of both past and 

present, go out and run through their paces under their own power. Here many 

items can be tested, such as a boat's wake signature, new sail designs, propeller 

noise, new sub-scale propulsion concepts and propulsor configurations and a de-

sign's active handling capabilities.  

This micro-sized submarine base in the northern tip of Idaho has its own fleet of 

sub-scale submarines and ships that are purpose-built for range testing. Over the 

last 50 years or so, various designs have come and gone, some that were more 

basic canvases for which the USN could paint their techno-dreams, and others 

that are up to 1/4 scale mock-ups of boats currently, or soon to be in service.                         (Secret base Continued Next Page) 

http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/the-navys-most-vital-and-secretive-submarine-base-is-in-1590794426
http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/the-navys-most-vital-and-secretive-submarine-base-is-in-1590794426
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada_Test_and_Training_Range
http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/why-the-u-s-built-a-giant-sound-stage-in-the-californi-1550672114
http://www.thehowlandcompany.com/radar_stealth/RCS-ranges.htm
http://www.thehowlandcompany.com/radar_stealth/RCS-ranges.htm
http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/watch-this-nuclear-sub-blow-its-ballast-while-still-in-1569469199
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propulsor
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(Secret Base Continued From Page 7) 

There are two known Large Scale Vehicles currently in service at ARD Bayview, although some sources say 

there are at least ten in inventory. The LSV-1 Kokanee is a 1/4 scale model of the Seawolf Class of American 

subs, of which three are currently active within the US Navy. She is 90 feet long and ten feet wide and is 

packed with batteries, generators, computer guidance systems, telemetry recorders and propulsion equipment. 

Just because the Kokanee is a sub-scale sub does not mean it is a wimp when it comes to speed. She packs 

3,000hp! 

The second known Large Scale Vehicle is the $50M pride and joy of the base 

known as LSV-2 Cutthroat. She is larger than Kokanee, more closely resem-

bles the Virginia Class of US fast attack submarines, and is more advanced in 

every respect. In fact she is the largest unmanned submarine in the world at 

110 feet long. She was designed to be modular in nature and large parts of 

her hull can be switched in and out for various testing purposes with relative 

ease. She is driven by a state-of-the-art permanent-magnet, radial-gap elec-

tric propulsion motor that can put out up to 6,000hp.  

Both of these LSVs are built to run autonomously or semi autonomously and are guided using an advanced 

autopilot. This allows them to prowl the lake during tests without an umbilical harness attached, which greatly 

enhances test results during experiments where acoustic interference is a major issue.  

In 2005 the ARD got its first sub-scale surface vessel to operate and test, known as the Advanced Electric Ship 

Demonstrator (AESD), or by its sexier moniker "Sea Jet." Sea Jet is a 1/4 size functioning model of the Navy's 

DDG-1000 Zumwalt Class Destroyer that features a trapezoidal design and a unique tumblehome hull. This 

hull configuration is highly controversial as analysts have noted that it may be less than stable in rough seas or 

during high-speed maneuvers.  

The Navy did do their homework before deciding to move forward with DDG-1000's unique configuration, and 

most of this homework was done at the ARD's parent unit, the Naval Surface Warfare Center located in 

Caderock, Maryland. Here the DDG-1000's hull-form was tested in the facility's giant wave-pool and using a 

sub-scale model on the Potomac River. It is rumored that Sea Jet also provided key testing duties regarding 

the Zumwalts configuration and that the results were satisfactory enough 

to proceed with the tumblehome design. 

Sea Jet uses a shrouded and totally submerged impeller drive design 

known as the "Under Water Discharge Jet." This rudderless concept is 

designed and built by Rolls Royce and Sea Jet can hit speeds of up 18kts 

when it is running at full power. This fully submerged propulsion design 

is said to be much quieter and efficient than traditional screw and rudder 

based surface combatant propulsion setups. It also features a much 

smaller wake.  

Like its submersible cousin, Sea Jet was built to be adapted to new mis-

sions and experiments without major overhaul. After all the test points were completed with the Rolls Royce 

propulsion concept, the ship was used to test General Dynamics "Rimjet" electro-magnetic podded drive sys-

tem which could greatly change the way Surface Combatants' are propelled through the water in the future.  

Sea Jet's design is so strange looking from afar that a picture of it was taken from a distance, and it started a 

rumor that there was a sea monster prowling the waters of Lake Pend Oreille. The non-creature in question 

was dubbed "The Paddler" among monster chasers and interested locals alike.  

The reality is that "The Paddler" legend goes back many decades, to a time when the facility was highly classi-

fied due to the constant fear of Russia's intelligence apparatus. Surely some people fishing or boating on the 

lake probably did indeed see some strange wakes or objects under the surface of the water, which were test ar-

ticles not monsters. Some say "The Paddler" story was part of a grand disinformation campaign by the US 

Navy in an attempt to keep its operations on the lake under wraps. This may have been true decades ago, but it 

is probably not the case today as the DDG-100/CG(X) design has been public knowledge for some years prior 

to the latest "Paddler" sighting.                              (Secret Base Continued on Page 9) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tumblehome
http://everything2.com/title/The+case+of+the+Lake+Pend+Oreille+Paddler
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(Secret Base Continued from Page 8) 

In addition to these three large scale test 

boats, many other smaller scale articles are 

used on the various ranges for testing, which 

possibly including models that portray our 

adversaries submarine designs A series of 

elaborate barges that are fitted with cranes 

and wet-docking areas also tow the test arti-

cles out to the ranges and service them while 

deployed. A portion of these barges are also 

outfitted with elaborate command and data-

collection interfaces to be used with certain 

tests.  

The Navy's Acoustic Research Detachment 

in Bayview, Idaho is all about saving the 

Navy billions of dollars in their quest for a more perfect submarine and surface combatant. It is almost fiscally impossible to 

build one-off prototype submarines anymore as the investment in dollars would be in the billions. ARD does the same testing for 

what is probably a tiny fraction of the cost, which allows for many more tests and experiments to be done, even with highly ex-

otic concepts that are of a high risk nature. In the end, this means more rapid innovation of key capabilities that will allow Amer-

ica to keep its edge below and above the seas.  

From testing an entirely new hull-form, to evaluating the acoustic signature of a toilet pump, it's bewildering just how many 

types of tests ARD can perform. Now that they are introducing a surface combatant capability to their unique testing stable it 

will be interesting to see how much faster new technologies make it to the Navy's surface fleet. 

The Navy's testing grounds on Lake Pend Oreille are so valuable and important to the future of America's ability to project 

power that it has been called "the US Submarine force's most important body of water" by Admiral Edmund Giambastiani, who 

was the head of the Navy's submarine warfare group at the time of the quote. Interestingly enough, similar claims have been 

made about the USAF's shadowy Area 51 test-base, which is also located on another big lake, albeit a very dry one. 

So next time you see a new mast shape on an America nuclear sub, or you hear about some fantastic technology that makes our 

boats quieter than the rest, you can be almost certain that the innovation in question was plowing the still waters of Lake Pend 

Oreille with the Acoustic Research Detachment at the helm long before it ever sailed on the high sea. 

(Women on Subs Continued From Page 5) 

“We have a plan for this integration which we will discuss in detail once the congressional notification process has been com-

pleted later this year.”  Mabus has been the driving force for opening opportunities for women across the service in his five-year 

tenure. More than 50 women now serve as officers on Ohio-class subs in 14 crews; those submarines will be the first to integrate 

enlisted women beginning in 2016, officials said. They include: 

■ The blue and gold crews aboard the ballistic-missile subs Maine, Wyoming and Louisiana. 

■ The blue and gold crews aboard the guided-missile subs Ohio, Michigan, Florida and Georgia. . 

A task force led by Rear Adm. Ken Perry, head of Submarine Group 2, has been working on the plan to bring enlisted women 

into the silent service since May 2013. Its plan was delivered to Congress the week of June 14. The report lays out a long-range 

blueprint for the next phases of the integration effort, which could be sped up or slowed based on fleet feedback. “Any changes 

in the plan moving forward will be to ensure the success of every submarine crew,” said one submarine official familiar with the 

report, who asked for anonymity while it’s being briefed to lawmakers. In 2020 and beyond, the plan calls to look at adding 

women to four Virginia-class crews. 

Officials have said the Virginia-class attack subs Virginia and Minnesota are slated to receive female officers in early 2015 and 

that they hope to have female enlisted in the sub force as soon as 2016. 

Greg Jacob, policy director at the Service Women’s Action Network, praised the Navy’s plan to integrate women on boomers 

and said that the Navy should push hard to fully integrate the attack submarines quickly. 

“The Navy has been doing this in a very systematic and progressive way,” Jacob said. “Getting women on the attack boats, 

though, that’s the way this has to go. Because in all the key command and staff billets, the Navy looks for combatant experience. 

That’s just the culture.” Jacob said the Navy missed an opportunity in the early 2000s to design the Virginia-class submarines to 

accommodate women, including separate berths for women and men. 

The service recently signed the largest shipbuilding contract in its history for the Block IV Virginia-class subs. The $18 billion 

contract is for 10 of the high-tech attack boats that will have both female officers and enlisted serving on board. 

http://www.ss563.org/idahoss.html
http://www.navytimes.com/article/20131015/CAREERS03/310150013/Navy-names-first-2-attack-subs-receive-female-officers
http://www.navytimes.com/article/20131023/NEWS/310230026/Three-star-Enlisted-women-join-silent-service-2016
http://www.navytimes.com/article/20140428/NEWS04/304280038/Navy-orders-10-new-submarines-record-17-6B
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Summer Olympics 
Find and circle all of the Summer Olympic events that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell a secret message. 
Note: Similarly named events are hidden separately. For example, SWIMMING and SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMING do not overlap. 

 
ARCHERY 

ATHLETICS 

BADMINTON 

BASEBALL 

BASKETBALL 

BEACH VOLLEYBALL 

BOXING 

CANOEING 

CYCLING 

DIVING 

EQUESTRIANISM 

FENCING 

 

FOOTBALL 

GYMNASTICS 

HANDBALL 

HOCKEY 

JUDO 

MODERN PENTATHLON 

RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS 

ROWING 

SHOOTING 

SOFTBALL 

SWIMMING 

SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMING 

 

TABLE TENNIS 

TAEKWONDO 

TENNIS 

TRAMPOLINING 

TRIATHLON 

VOLLEYBALL 

WATER POLO 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

WRESTLING 

YACHTING 

 

The hidden September message was:  UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 

 


