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Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday  November 13th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, OR 

At 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday November 13th, 2014 

At VFW Post #4248 

        7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR    

At 1900     

No Chow This Month    
  Thanksgiving 27th 

Veterans Day 11th 

mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com?subject=Blueback%20Base
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(September Meeting Minutes Cont.) 

Reading of USSVI Creed : Commander Lough 

Introductions: Ray Lough introduced George & Valerie Wal-
wrap. They are visiting Ray and his Wife. George and Ray 
were shipmates.  

Secretary Report: Dennis Smith 

Treasurer Report: Mike Worden 

Commander Report: Ray Lough 

Old Business: Vice Commander Bob Jackson reported that 
the Christmas Dinner will be at The Monarch again this year 
December 11th, per ticket is $15.00. Dinner choices are 
Prime Rib, Salmon, Turkey, Vegetarian.  

Vancouver Veterans Day Parade is Saturday November 8th 

probably be from 1000 to 1100 

Tim Smart reported on the Flag Pole project at Rose City 
Cemetery that his son is involved in for his Eagle Scout pro-
ject. A motion was presented by Bob Walters and second by 
Dave Vrooman that calls for Blueback Base to contribute 
$2000.00 to the project. There was some discussion on the 
motion by Tim Smart, Mike Worden, Bob Sumner, Bob Wal-
ters, Dave Vrooman, Ray Lough, and Gary Webb. Motion 
carried by a show of hands.  

Ray Lough auctioned a special glass that was contributed by 
Arlo Gatchel.  

50/50 drawing conducted by Bill Bryan. Winner was our 
visitor George Walwrap. 

New Business: Nominations were opened for Vice Base 
Commander and Base Commander.  

Vice Base Commander Nomination: Jay Agler 

Base Commander Nomination: George Hudson 

Ballots are available in the Sanitary and will be available at 
the November meeting.  

A silent auction will be held at the Christmas party. Bring 
items you want to donate to the auction. The ladies will han-
dle the auction and proceeds will go to the party fund. 

Mike Worden is looking in to the Kaps 4 Kids program. He 
will be getting in touch with Hospitals in our area to see 
which ones are open to the program. He will be looking for  

volunteers.  

 Good of the Service: Ray Lough reported on an old friend 
and shipmate that has gone on Eternal Patrol. Bill Shafer 
served on the USS Amberjack 1963-1965. Bill’s widow and 
family have requested that Blueback Base attend the memo-
rial service. The service will be held at Evergreen Memorial 
Gardens. 1101 NE 112th on October 18th. 

Benediction: Arlo Gatchel, Please remember Fred Carneau in 
your thoughts and prayers. 

Meeting adjourned: 2000 

Sailing List : Agler, Bell, Bryan, Curtis, Dennis, Gatchel, 
Hager, Hudson, Jackson, Lough, McComiskey, McLaughlin, 
Musa Sandra, Musa Bill, Smart, Smith, Sumner, Thrall, 
Tzevelekos, Vrooman, Walters, Webb, Whitmarsh, Worden, 
Shoesmith.  

  DUES ARE DUE / DUES ARE DUE/ DUES ARE DUE 

Respectfully Submitted:  Dennis Smith   Base Secretary 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

                                 October  9th  2014  

1730: E - Board Meeting. Members present Ray Lough, Bob 

Jackson, Dennis Smith, Mike Worden.  

Reviewed bills and Base Commander Lough requested that 

they be paid.  

Reviewed POD. Discussed Christmas Dinner. The silent auc-

tion, and talked about nominations and elections for Base 

Commander and Base Vice Commander.  

1800: E- Board Meeting adjourned . 

1800:-1900: The women served a wonderful Baked Ham din-

ner. Lots of great food.  

Thank you ladies for the great meal.  

1900: Base Meeting Called to order by Base Commander 

Ray Lough.  

Invocation: Arlo Gatchel 

Flag Salute led by Commander Lough 

Tolling of the Lost Boats: Arlo Gatchel / Mike Whitmarsh            

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

                                (Continued Next Column) 

Commander’s Corner 

First off I would like to thank those Blueback 

SubVets that attended my friend, Bill Shafer’s 

funeral. The family truly appreciated it, again 

Thank You! 

Veteran’s Day, a time that the country set aside 

to honor those that have served and to remember 

those that gave all. Does our society really re-

member that there are Veteran’s that served be-

fore Afghanistan or Iraq ? I’m not trying to be-

little what these recent Vets have done but many 

of our young folks don’t seem to remember 

WWII, Korea or Vietnam. I am always happy to 

shake the hand of any veteran but especially so 

when the hand belongs to an ‘Old Dog” who 

was around when I was still wearing diapers. 

These men are rapidly disappearing and we 

really need to remember them. 

Don’t forget we have the Vancouver Veteran’s 

Day parade Saturday, November 8, 2014. Line-

up starts 0900 until 10:15. We are number 9 in 

the lineup so we’ll be towards the front. We’ll 

pull the flatbed ahead of the float so if you are 

going to ride bring a chair and for sure a rain 

slicker. 

Fair winds and Following seas 

 Ray Lough        Blueback Base 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 

November Lost Boats 

 USS Sculpin (SS-191) 

 
Lost on Nov 19, 1943 
with the loss of 63 men 
near Truk. Severely dam-
aged by depth charges 
after attacking an enemy 
convoy, Sculpin contin-
ued to fight on the sur-
face. When the captain 
was killed, the crew aban-
doned ship and scuttled 
Sculpin. 41 men were 
taken prisoner; only 21 
survived the war. Among those not abandoning ship was 
CAPT Cromwell,aboard as a potential wolfpack commander, 
he rode the Sculpin down, fearing that vital information in 
his possession might be compromised under torture. For this, 
CAPT Cromwell was posthumously awarded the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. 

****************************** 

USS Albacore (SS-218) 
 

Lost on Nov 7, 1944 with the loss 
of 85 men when she was sunk off 
northern Hokkaido. Winner of two 
Presidential Unit Citations, Alba-
core was on her eleventh war patrol 
and struck a mine while running 
submerged near a Japanese patrol 
craft that had detected her. 

 

 

******************************** 

USS Growler (SS-215) 

 
Lost on Nov 8, 1944 with the loss 
of 85 men when she was sunk in 
the South China Sea. Winner of two 
Navy Unit Commendations, 
Growler was on her 12th war pa-
trol, and was lost while attacking a 
convoy, probably as a result of a 
depth charge attack or victim of a 
circular run by one of her own torpedoes. 

******************************** 

USS Scamp (SS-277) 

 

Probably sunk on November 16, 

1944 with the loss of 83 men near 

Tokyo Bay. On her 8th war patrol, 

she may have been damaged by a 

mine and was trailing oil, which 

helped Japanese coast defense ves-

sels locate and destroy her with 

depth charges. 

******************************* 

USS Corvina (SS-226) 

 

Lost on Nov 16, 1943 with the loss 

of 82 men when she was sunk just 

south of Truk. Corvina was on her 

1st war patrol and appears she was 

lost to the torpedoes of a Japanese 

submarine. 

 

 

******************************* 

Veterans 

Look back in history to read the names of our famous 

veterans. Their selfless sacrifice paved the way for our 

continued freedom. Our children can gain inspiration 

by reading about the sacrifices of our honorable veter-

ans. Let us sow the seeds of equality and unity in the 

minds of our children and teach them to cherish their 

freedom. Let us also teach them the merits of voluntary 

service and sacrifice. No sacrifice is too small for ac-

knowledgment, and nobody is greater than a patriot. In 

these famous Veterans Day quotes, noble men and 

women of the world have saluted to the spirit of patriot-

ism 

******************** 

These fallen heroes represent the character of a nation who 

has a long history of patriotism and honor - and a nation 

who has fought many battles to keep our country free from 

threats of terror. 

Michael N. Castle  

http://quotations.about.com/od/VeteransDayQuotes/a/Wish-War-Veterans-A-Happy-Veterans-Day.htm
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/michael_n_castle.html
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Blueback Base Ballot 

2014 
 

    Commander 

 

 

 

     

 

   

   

    Vice Commander 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

   

  

  

George Hudson 

 

 

 

 

(WRITE –IN) _________________________ 

 

Jay Agler 

 

(WRITE –IN) ___________________________ 

Make your choice and bring this Ballot to the November meeting (Thursday, 13th November 

2014). If not attending the meeting, mail your ballot to: 

 

Blueback Base 

P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

 

Your Ballot must be received by November 13th 2014 to be counted! 

Dues are due by the 31st of December or you will be dropped from the rolls 

And remember you will no longer get the Sanitary, so guys get your $$$ in. 
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

November: 

8th — Vancouver Veterans Day Parade  

11th — Veterans Day 

13th — Base Meeting — No Chow This Month 

December:    

11th —-Short Base Meeting & Christmas Dinner 

January: 

8th  —--Base Meeting 

February 

12th — Base Meeting  

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

This Month in History (November)  

4th — Election Day —  Be Sure to VOTE 

10th — US Marine Corps Established (1775) 

11th — WW 1 Armistice Signed (1918) 

11th  — Veterans Day 

27th — Thanksgiving Day  

Binnacle List 

Fred Carneau had a brief stay in the hospital for breathing 

problems earlier this month, but is now home and resting. 

*******************  

Alyce Vick (LeRoys wife) saw the Oncologist recently and 

she will be starting Chemo on the 23rd  of October to treat 

breast cancer. Her cancer is a stage 2 cancer as it had entered 

a lymph node. She will have radiation after the chemo.  

********************    

Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in our 

thoughts and prayers as we go forward each day 

Humor 

Gotta Love this Policeman… 

 
A motorcycle police officer stops a driver for shooting 

through a red light.  The driver is a real jerk, steps out of 

his car and comes striding toward the officer, demanding 

to know why he is being harassed by the Gestapo! 

So the officer calmly tells him of the red ligh viola-

tion.  The motorist instantly goes on a tirade, questioning 

the officer's ancestry, sexual orientation, etc., in rather 

explicit offensive terms.  The tirade goes on without the 

officer saying anything. 

When the officer finishes writing the ticket he puts an 

"AH" in the lower right corner of the narrative portion of 

the ticket.  He then hands it to the 'violator' for his signa-

ture.  The guy signs the ticket angrily, and when pre-

sented with his copy points to the "AH" and demands to 

know what it stands for. 

The officer says, "That's so when we go to court, I'll re-

member that you're an asshole!" 

Two months later they're in court.  The 'violator' has a 

bad driving record with a high number of points and is in 

danger of losing his license, so he hired a lawyer to repre-

sent him. 

(Humor Continued Next Column) 

(Humor Continued) 

On the stand the officer testifies to seeing the man run 

through the red light. 

 Under cross examination the defense attorney 

asks, "Officer, is this a reasonable facsimile of the ticket 

that you issued to my client?" 

The Officer responds, "Yes, sir, that is the defendant's 

copy, his signature and mine, same number at the top." 

The Lawyer questions, "Officer, is there any particular 

marking or notation on this ticket you don't normally 

make?" 

"Yes, sir, in the lower right corner of the narrative there 

is an "AH" underlined." 

"And what does the "AH" stand for, Officer?"  
"Aggressive and hostile, Sir." 
"Aggressive and hostile?"  
"Yes, Sir. 
"Officer, are you sure it doesn't stand for asshole?" 
Well, sir, you know your client better than I do.   

 

How often can you get an attorney to convict his own  

client!  
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Christmas Dinner 
We will be having the Blueback Christmas Dinner at the Monarch Motor Hotel at 5:00 PM December the 11th. 

The costs per person is $15.00 — Tickets are now available, and at the November Meeting 

We need to inform the Monarch by the 4th of December how many will be attending, so if you want to  

eat get your $$$ Money in Before December 4th, send checks to Blueback Base at address on front of this News 

Letter 

Below is the Menu for that Dinner.  



 

 
VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — November 2014 — Page 7 

What It Felt Like to Test the First Submarine Nuclear Reactor 
The USS Nautilus, retired in 1980, is now docked in Connecticut. (Victor-ny/Wikimedia) 

In the middle of last century, out in southern Idaho, amid the sagebrush and the steppes, the Navy kept a secret site. In that 

place—dry and arid, far from the sea and very much unlike it—scientists and engineers simulated a nuclear-powered submarine. 

It was more than a mere war game. The scientists and engineers had created one of the first nuclear reactors ever. That reactor—

and their simulation—would then essentially be replicated inside the USS Nautilus, the world’s first nuclear-powered subma-

rine. 

The Nautilus turned 60 last week, and the U.S. Navy celebrated both its anniversary and six decades of a nuclear navy. That nu-

clear navy now encompasses some 80 ships. All of the navy’s submarines and aircraft carriers are nuclear-powered. 

“If the plant has a limitation so serious, now is the time to find out. I accept full responsibility for any casualty.” 

To celebrate that anniversary, we’ve dug up an article from the archives of The Atlantic: “Admiral Rickover’s Gamble,” by 

Commander E.E. Kintner. The title of the piece references Admiral Hyman G. Rickover—at the time of writing, only a vice-

admiral—who is now known as the “father of the nuclear navy,” but that epithet didn’t come easy. As the 1959 account details, 

Rickover bet much on the success of his test reactor, risking even his men’s lives. 

Kintner, the author, was responsible directly to Rickover. In the story, he first details why a nuclear submarine was such a re-

markable innovation, and why a nuclear reactor aboard a submarine meant so much more (and was so much more challenging to 

build) than one aboard a ship: 

They realized that the installation of an atomic power plant would be much more difficult in a submarine than in a surface ship, 

but they made the decision—the first example of the daring aggressiveness of Rickover’s methods—because the rewards of suc-

cess would be greater in a submarine than in a surface ship. A nuclear submarine, not requiring air for combustion of fuel in its 

engines, would be able to divorce itself from the earth’s atmosphere and thus would be a true submarine rather than a surface 

ship which could submerge only for short periods. It would be an “underwater satellite.” 

Rickover further ordered that the test reactor be built to the configurations of a submarine. The team could have built it 

“breadboard”—that is, could have splayed its contents across a room so that they would be easier to fix—but Rickover wouldn’t 

have it. He knew, writes Kintner, that the nuclear submarine team needed to finish ASAP. He was on a tight deadline: “Eight 

years had passed since Hiroshima and […], except for the Navy’s program, no U.S. atomic power project was anywhere near 

fruition.” 

“And so,” writes Kintner, the test reactor, the Submarine Thermal Reactor Mark I, “although located almost as far from sea wa-

ter as possible in the North American continent, was a true seagoing power plant—no shore-based engineering short cuts were 

allowed in its construction.” 

The story picks up in the spring of 1953, when construction of the “Mark I” was completed. But "many serious problems” re-

mained, and we'll let Kintner take it from here: 

The pumps and valves and heat exchangers, turbines, electrical generators, thermometers, control panels—all the many hundreds 

of items which made up the complex and interrelated systems of the plant—had been mechanically and electrically tested until 

they were as nearly perfect as they could be made. The crews had practiced for a week at carefully opening the main turbine 

throttle from an oil-fired boiler so as to disturb the reactor as little as possible. They were rehearsed in casualty drills, and STR 

Mark I was ready for an attempt at power operation. 

Captain Rickover, who had followed preparations on an hourly basis, flew to Idaho in company with Atomic Energy Commis-

sioner Thomas E. Murray, a man who had contributed much support to the Navy's nuclear propulsion program and who was to 

have the honor of opening the turbine throttle valve, admitting steam generated by a power reactor into a turbine for the first 

time. Murray knew that eight years had passed since Hiroshima and that, except for the Navy's program, no U.S. atomic power 

project was anywhere near fruition. He knew also that the Navy and the AEC were committing almost one quarter of a billion 

dollars to the project whose success was now to be determined. 

That first operation was amazingly successful. After a two-hour run, during which power levels of several thousand horsepower 

were achieved, the reactor was shut down. Six years of study, organization, planning, conniving, fighting for funds, building 

laboratories, manipulating people, developing new materials and devices had paid off. The first day of Mark I had surprised its 

most optimistic proponents. 

There were many happy people in the Idaho desert the night of May 31, 1953. The happiest was Captain Rickover, who had had 

the vision, constantly forced the program against opposition, and provided the technical judgment to steer it through areas far 

beyond those previously known. 

Then followed a month of careful, precise building up in power level. Test operations went on night and day, seven days a week. 

Power was increased in small steps. What could happen on these increasing steps could only be conjecture until the trial run had 

been completed. Every man at the desert site knew the danger associated with each increase in power. 

(Nuclear Power Continued next Page) 

http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=83617
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1959/01/admiral-rickovers-gamble/308436/?single_page=true
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1959/01/admiral-rickovers-gamble/308436/?single_page=true
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(Nuclear Power Continued from Page 7) 

The first feasibility question to be answered affirmatively was that of safety. Mark I turned out to be a calm and stable machine 

and even when treated roughly, as its inexperienced operators often treated it, showed no tendency to become an atomic bomb. 

There was no indication of any dangerous overheating in the reactor fuel elements. The shield designers were surprised to find 

that radiation levels were less than half of those which they had calculated, indicating that the Nautilus could easily carry her ra-

diation shield. As additional physics data became available, the estimate of reactor life was greatly increased. 

The major difficulty was with the numerous safety circuits, any one of which could cause the reactor to shut down suddenly. 

These circuits were meant to be extremely tender in their operation; they were, in fact, so sensitive as to provide a serious diffi-

culty to the operators. A submarine propulsion plant not capable of operating without emergency shutdowns under sea motion 

and depth-charge attack would not be satisfactory, yet the Mark I had a constant plague of "scrams" from such slight causes as 

vibration from a crew member's walking through the reactor compartment or a bolt of lightning striking a Montana power line 

three hundred miles away. 

As the crew gained operating experience, and as additional information was obtained concerning safety, the number of signals 

causing "scram" was selectively reduced to less than twenty. By this means, and by intensive crew training, the problem was 

licked. As a result, the Nautilus experienced very little difficulty of this sort. 

On June 25, 1953, full design power was reached. Not one part of the plant indicated failure to meet the rigid specifications. In 

less than a month after power generation by the world's first nuclear power plant, Mark I was running smoothly at its maximum 

rating. The one remaining question was whether the machinery could withstand long high-power running. 

The operating crews began a forty-eight-hour test at full power to obtain important physics information. At the twenty-four-hour 

point the data obtained seemed sufficient, and the engineers intended to shut down the plant. Rickover, who was at the site, inad-

vertently learned of this plan and immediately overruled it. He had visualized that if the forty-eight-hour run turned out well, 

they should continue on a simulated cruise across the Atlantic. He reasoned that such a dramatic feat, if successful, would end 

the doubts in the Navy that nuclear power was a feasible means for propelling ships. It would give the project the momentum and 

breathing space needed to carry on the development without constant harassment until the Nautilus could get to sea. 

I was the senior Naval officer at the site. I felt that extension of the run was unwise considering the many uncertainties, and told 

Rickover that beyond forty-eight hours I could not accept responsibility for the safety of the $30 million prototype. Rickover di-

rected me to proceed with the simulated voyage. 

Charts of the North Atlantic were posted in the control room and a great-circle course to Ireland plotted. The position of the ship 

after each four-hour watch was computed and marked on the chart. For watch after watch, the course plotted in the control room 

crawled toward Ireland. No submarine had covered more than twenty miles submerge at full speed. A propulsion unit, even for a 

surface ship, need steam only four hours at a full power to obtain acceptance for Naval use. 

At the mid-point of the Atlantic crossing, the operation seemed to be going well. As one of the Nautilus crew members standing 

watch in the hull state, "She just sits there and cooks." A veteran marine engineer, familiar with the large quantities of fuel oil 

which would have been required to drive a ship so far with a conventional propulsion plant, pointed to the propeller shaft and 

then to the reactor and said, "So much comes out back here, and nothing goes in up there!" 

At the 60th hour, however, difficulties began. Carbon dust from the brushes depositing in the windings caused difficulty in the 

vital electrical generating sets. Nuclear instrumentation, operating perfectly at the beginning of the run, became erratic, and the 

crews could not be sure what was happening within the reactor core. One of the large pumps which kept the reactor cool by cir-

culating water through it began making a worrisome, intermittent whining sound. We had not had any check on "crud" build-up; 

we feared that heat transfer would be so reduced by this point that the core would burn up. The most pressing problem, however, 

was caused by the failure at the sixty-fifth hour of a tube in the main condenser into which exhausted turbine steam was being 

discharged. Steam pressure fell off rapidly. 

The Westinghouse manager responsible for the operation of the plant strongly recommended discontinuing the run. In Washing-

ton, the technical directors of the Naval Reactors Branch was so concerned that he called a meeting of all its senior personnel, 

who urged Rickover to terminate the test at once. But the Captain was adamant that it should continue until an unsafe situation 

developed. "If the plant has a limitation so serious," he said, "now is the time to find out. I accept full responsibility for any casu-

alty." Rickover had twice been passed over by Naval selection boards for promotion to Rear Admiral. As a result of congres-

sional action, he was to appear within two weeks for an unprecedented third time. If the Mark I had been seriously damaged, 

Rickover's prospects for promotion and his Naval career were ended. 

The tensions surrounding the test increased the challenge to the crews, and as each watch came on duty it resolved it would not 

be responsible for ending the run prematurely. Crew members worked hard to repair those items which could be repaired while 

the plant was in operation. 

Finally, the position indicator on the chart reached Fastnet. A nuclear-powered submarine had, in effect, steamed at full power 

non-stop across the Atlantic without surfacing.  

(Nuclear Power Continued on Page 9) 
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(Nuclear Power Continued From Page 8) 

When an inspection was made of the core and the main coolant pump, no "crud" or other defects which could not de corrected by 

minor improvements were found. It was assured that the Nautilus could cross an ocean at full speed submerged. 

A month after nuclear power was first produced, the most doubting among those who had participated in the STR project knew 

that atomic propulsion of ships was feasible, that it was only a matter of time before the technology developed for Mark I would 

bring about a revolution in Naval engineering, strategy, and tactics. We knew, too, that industrial nuclear power could be built on 

the same technological foundations. The Pressurized Water Reactor at Shippingport, Pennsylvania—the world's first solely in-

dustrial power reactor—was in fact developed from STR experience under Admiral Rickover's direction. 

To those of us who had participated in the STR project, who knew how many 

chances were taken, how far previous engineering knowledge had been extrapolated, 

the fact that all the unknowns had turned out in our favor was a humbling experi-

ence. Rickover, paraphrasing Pasteur, put it this way: "We must have had a horse-

shoe around our necks. But then Nature seems to want to work for those who work 

hardest for themselves." 

STR Mark I is now a flexible facility providing much of the experimental informa-

tion for the Navy's nuclear propulsion program, which today includes thirty-three 

submarines, a guided missile cruiser, and the first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. It 

provides the practical training for all the hundreds of officers and enlisted men who 

will man our nuclear fleet. The courage, the will, the judgment and resourceful 

which went into STR Mark I have made the United States Submarine Nautilus an 

outstandingly successful venture in man's long struggle with nature. 

************************************************************* 

Submarine force commemorates 4,000th strategic deterrent patrol 

Commander Submarine Force Atlantic Public Affairs 

By Kevin Copeland 

NORFOLK, VA. - Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic and Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, in conjunction 

with Commander, U.S. Strategic Command, commemorated the submarine force’s 4,000th strategic deterrent patrol, Sept. 19, 

2014, by conducting dual ceremonies in Bangor, Wash., and Kings Bay, Ga. 

The first fleet ballistic-missile submarine USS George Washington (SSBN 598) was commissioned December 30, 1959, and 

completed the inaugural deterrent patrol in January 1961. Since then, 59 SSBNs have been commissioned in the last 50-plus 

years. Having patrolled the waters worldwide, the ship has established itself as the most survivable, critical, and efficient ele-

ment of our U.S. national security and the security of U.S. allies and partners. 

“The ballistic missile submarine force and the capability it offers is as important and relevant in today’s uncertain world as it 

was when the first deterrent patrols were conducted more than five decades ago,” said Adm. Cecil D. Haney, Commander, U.S. 

Strategic Command. 

“Commemorating the 4,000th patrol allows us to honor not only the submariners who have achieved this milestone, but also to 

pay homage to the men and women of our strategic forces who are on watch every day providing our nation with a safe, secure 

and effective nuclear deterrent against those who might think to do us harm.” 

Along with strategic bombers and the intercontinental ballistic missiles, the SSBNs make up the third element of the United 

States’ triad of nuclear deterrence. SSBNs are critical, stabilizing and efficient elements of U.S. nuclear deterrence and reassur-

ance, and with their sea-based missile launch capability makes them the most survivable asset. They carry the majority of de-

ployed U.S. nuclear warheads allowing them to stabilize deterrent relationships and render surprise attacks inconceivable. 

“Today, we celebrate a very special milestone in the undersea warfare community as we commemorate the 4,000th strategic de-

terrent patrol conducted by our fleet ballistic missile submarines,” said Vice Adm. Michael Connor, Commander, Submarine 

Forces. 

“Strategic deterrence has been the sole mission of the fleet ballistic missile submarine since its inception. As the sea-based leg of 

U.S. strategic deterrent forces, the current 14 TRIDENT SSBNs carry more than 50 percent of the total U.S. strategic war-

heads. Today’s concept of strategic deterrence seeks to deter attacks on the U.S. or its allies, dissuade adversaries from actions 

counter to stability, and peace, and to assure allies of the United States’ commitment to their security.” 

The current fleet of Ohio-class SSBNs has already been life-extended and cannot be extended any further. They must be re-

placed by new class of SSBNs to meet the our future strategic commitments. 

“The Sailors have done their part to ensure peace and the ships have done their part too as they now start to serve well beyond 

their original design service life,” said Connor.  
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Trees 
Find and circle all of the Trees that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell a secret message - a Greek Proverb. 

  
  

APPLE 

APRICOT 

ASH 

ASPEN 

ARBORVITAE 

BALD CYPRESS 

BEECH 

BIRCH 

BOXWOOD 

BUCKEYE 

BUTTERNUT 

CATALPA 

 

CEDAR 

CHERRY 

CHESTNUT 

COTTONWOOD 

ELM 

FIR 

GINKGO 

GOLDENRAIN 

HAZELNUT 

HEMLOCK 

HICKORY 

LARCH 

 

LINDEN 

LONDON PLANE 

MAPLE 

NECTARINE 

OAK 

PALM 

PEACH 

PEAR 

PECAN 

PLUM 

PINE 

 

POPLAR 

REDBUD 

RUBBER TREE 

SEQUOIA 

SPRUCE 

SYCAMORE 

TULIPTREE 

WALNUT 

WITCHHAZEL 

WILLOW 

YELLOWWOOD 

The hidden sentence for the October Word Puzzle is: 

THE FIRST OLYMPIC GYMNAST TO ACHIEVE A PERFECT SCORE OF TEN WAS NADIA COMANECI 


