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 Blueback Base Meeting & Christmas 

Dinner 

Thursday December  11th, 2014 

At Monarch Hotel & Conference 

Center 

        12566 SE 93rd Ave. —Portland, 

OR. 

Social Hour 1700 (5:00 PM) 

Dinner 1800 (6:00 PM) 

Silent Auction 

Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year 

mailto:rayjoanlo@q.com?subject=Blueback%20Base
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

                                 

Due to bad weather no Base meeting was held 

in November. 
Remember The Christmas Dinner Thursday December 

11th  

Be sure to send your checks ($15.00 per person) made out to 

Blueback SubVets. (Address on front of this News Let-

ter) We need to provide a count to the Monarch 

by 4th. Indicate what you want to eat from Menu on page 6 

in the Sanitary News Letter.   

Overnight stays at $79.95 plus tax. Ask for the holiday rate. 

There will be a silent auction so come prepared to buy some 

neat Xmas gifts! 

See you there!        

Ray Lough           Blueback Base 

Commander’s Corner 

Well here it is----Christmas and the end of my tour as your 

Base Commander. I would approach this season with great 

enthusiasm and also with great humbleness. We all have a 

huge debt to those of our Brothers and Sisters who have gone 

before us and those that are currently serving. As we go about 

the season and gather with our loved ones, let us remember 

that many didn’t come home to celebrate with their loved 

ones.  

If you see a fellow Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine or Coast 

Guardsman, stop them and thank them for their service and 

then buy them a cup of coffee. 

Thank you for all the support all of you have given me over 

the past 4 years. Any success the Blueback Base has had 

these last 4 years is due to the efforts of the membership to 

follow thru with true heartwarming honesty. I am sure that all 

of you will support my relief in all his endeavors for the 

Membership as I plan to do. Above all, we must not forget 

those who gave all so that we may have the freedoms and 

liberties we have today. I say to all of you: I wish for you fair 

winds and following seas, May the sun always shine upon 

your face and may your road be downhill and the wind at 

your back. 

 

God bless America and God bless you all! 

Ray Lough 

Change of Command 

As we go forward into the new year we will have new lead-

ership, with that in mind I would like to thank our outgoing 

Commander, Ray Lough and Vice Commander Bob Jackson, 

they have contributed much time and effort to the welfare of 

the Bluback Base, and with that we welcome our new leader-

ship. Commander George Hudson and Vice Commander Jay 

Agler.  

May the wind be at your back. Congrats   

Editor 

HUMOR 
THE BLONDE AND THE BLINKER 

Two blondes were driving down the road.  

The blonde driving looks at her friend in the passenger 

seat and asks her to see if her blinker is working. So the 

blonde looks out the window and says, ''Yes. No. Yes. 

No.'' 

More Humor 

The rain was pouring and there was a big puddle in front of 

the pub just outside the Air Force Base. 

A ragged old Navy Submarine Vet was standing near the 

edge with a fishing rod, his line in the puddle. 

A curious young Air Force fighter pilot came over to him and 

asked what he was doing. 

Fishing,' the old guy simply said. 

Poor old fool,' the Air Force officer thought and he invited 

the ragged old sailor into the pub for a drink 

As he felt he should start some conversation while they were 

sipping their whiskey, the haughty fighter pilot asked, 

And how many have you caught?'  

You're the eighth,' the old Navy Submariner Vet answered. 

Snotty Receptionist  

Yesterday I had an appointment to see the urologist for a 

prostate exam.  Of course I was a bit on edge because all my 

friends have either gone under the knife or had those pellets 

implanted.  

The waiting room was filled with patients.  As I approached 

the receptionist's desk, I noticed that the receptionist was a 

large unfriendly woman who looked like a Sumo wrestler.  I 

gave her my name.  

In a very loud voice, the receptionist said, "YES, I HAVE 

YOUR NAME HERE;  YOU WANT TO SEE THE DOC-

TOR ABOUT IMPOTENCE, RIGHT?"  

All the patients in the waiting room snapped their heads 

around to look at me, a now very embarrassed man.  

But as usual, I recovered quickly and, in an equally loud 

voice replied, "NO, I'VE COME TO INQUIRE ABOUT A 

SEX CHANGE OPERATION, BUT I DON'T WANT THE 

SAME DOCTOR THAT DID YOURS."  

The room erupted in applause!  

DON'T MESS WITH OLD RETIRED GUYS 

BAKING BLONDES 

Two blondes walk into a tanning salon. The receptionist asks, 

"Are you two sisters?"  

They chuckled and reply, " No, we aren't even Catholic."  



VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — December 2014 — Page 3 

 

  

“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 

December Lost Boats 

USS F-1 / Carp (SS-20) 

Lost on December 17, 1917 with 

the loss of 19 officers and men 

when it was sunk after collision 

with the USS F-3 (Pickerell) (SS

-22) off San Clemente, CA 

 ************************************* 

USS S-4 (SS-109) 

 

Lost on December 17, 1927 

with the loss of 40 officers 

and men when it was sunk 

after being rammed by USCG 

Paulding. Salvaged in 1928 

and recommissioned 

 ************************************ 

USS Sealion (SS-195) 
Lost on Dec 10, 1941 with 

the loss of 5 men. To prevent 

her from falling into enemy 

hands, she was scuttled in 

Manila Bay after incurring 

severe bomb damage during 

the initial Japanese attack.  

 ************************************ 

USS Capelin (SS-289)  

Lost on Dec 2, 1943 with the 

loss of 76 men. She was on her 

1st war patrol, but her exact 

location and 

 cause of loss remain a mystery. 

She may have been lost to 

mines or an operational casu-

alty. 

  

 ************************************ 

Torpedo serves as new Submariners  

Memorial in Somers Point 

SOMERS POINT -  It's 3000 pounds of menacing power. 

And back in World War II it took out more than half of the 

Japanese merchant marines and fleet in the Pacific.  

Now, this rare torpedo rests at a new memorial honoring 

United States submariners after a long journey south from 

Rhode Island.  

"It was the last Mark 14 torpedo in the Navy's inventory. We 

went up and picked it up and refurbished it and got it back to 

its condition today," said Tom Innocente, commander of the 

Egg Harbor Township Submarine Veterans. 

The torpedo needed a lift to hoist it onto its final resting place 

here along Bethel Road in Somers Point. Members of the Egg 

Harbor Township Submarine Veterans posed proudly with 

the reminder of their time in the service, a memorial more 

than three years in the making.  

"It's just the antithesis of being a submariner. We're not a 

very big group but we really enjoy each other," said Bill 

Capo, a veteran of World War II. 

Iaconnelli Contracting donated the giant crane and manpower 

needed to help with the 

move.  

"Six of our World War II 

veteran members passed 

away during the construc-

tion of the project. They 

are now dedicated on eter-

nal patrol," added Inno-

cente.  

Nearly 26% of all men 

and women who served on the submarines deep beneath the 

ocean during World War II never came home. 

"It's the highest percentage of any military group that paid the 

price for freedom we enjoy today," said Innocente. 

The group says the torpedo will remain wrapped until its for-

mal dedication service sometime next spring.  

"I'm a very proud submariner," said Capo. 

**************************************** 

Famous Quote 
"The willingness with which our young people are 

likely to serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall 

be directly proportional to how they perceive the Veter-

ans of earlier wars were treated and appreciated by their 

nation."  

President George Washington 

Dues are due by the 31st of December or you 

will be dropped from the rolls 

And remember you will no longer get the 

Sanitary, so guys get your $$$ in. 
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VFW Action Corps Weekly, October 24, 2014  
In This Issue: 

1. COLA Increase Determined 

2. Health Care Benefits for Camp Lejeune Veterans and Their Families Starts Today 

3. Surviving Spouses Now Eligible for Fry Scholarships 

4. VA Secretary Releases Op-Ed on VA Health Care 

5. Veterans Day in Washington 

6. Three MIAs Identified 

  

1. COLA Increase Determined: Earlier this year, Congress passed the authorization for Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for 

all Veterans Affairs beneficiaries. What wasn’t known at the time was the amount of the increase, which is based off of the Con-

sumer Price Index and determined by the Social Security Administration (SSA). Just this week the SSA announced that COLA 

will increase by 1.7 percent beginning December 2014.  

 2. Health Care Benefits for Camp Lejeune Veterans and Their Families Starts Today: 

Beginning today, veterans who were stationed at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina for at least 30 days between January 1, 1957 

and December 31, 1987 will be able to receive health care for the 15 medical conditions associated with exposure to contami-

nated drinking water at the Marine Corps base.  Eligible veterans may now enroll for VA care and receive treatment for any of 

the specified conditions without copay.  Family members who lived at Camp Lejeune during that time period also may be reim-

bursed for out-of-pocket medical expenses they incur for care related to the 15 conditions.  Family members will continue seeing 

their community providers, and then apply for VA reimbursement for any costs not covered by their normal health plans.  Fam-

ily members may be reimbursed for expenses incurred on or after March 26, 2013, the day Congress began funding the pro-

gram.  To enroll in VA health care, veterans should contact their local VA facilities. Apply online by visiting http://www.va.gov/

healthbenefits/apply/ , or dial 1-877-222-8387 for help.  Family members may submit applications online by visiting https://

www.clfamilymembers.fsc.va.gov or dialing 1-866-372-1144.  For more information about the program and to see the list of 

conditions and illnesses associated with exposure, click here: http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/camp-lejeune/index.asp.  

 3. Surviving Spouses Now Eligible for Fry Scholarships: The Department of Veterans Affairs will begin accepting applica-

tions by mail beginning Nov. 3 for the Fry Scholarship under newly expanded eligibility criteria that now includes surviving 

spouses of service members who died in the line of duty after Sept. 10, 2001. It is the latest in a series of VA actions taken in 

accordance with the VFW-supported Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014. Prior to the expansion, only 

children of those who died in the line of duty were eligible for Fry Scholarships. It will provide eligible spouses up to 36 months 

of the full, 100-percent level of the Post-9/11 GI Bill, which includes a tuition-and-fee payment, a monthly housing allowance, 

and a stipend for books and supplies. Some spouses currently eligible for or already receiving benefits under the Survivors’ and 

Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA) program may now be eligible for the Fry Scholarship. All surviving spouses eligible 

for DEA and the Fry Scholarship must make an irrevocable election for terms beginning on or after January 1, 2015. Learn more 

at http://www.benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/docs/factsheets/Fry_Scholarship_Expansion_Factsheet.pdf  

4. VA Secretary Releases Op-Ed on VA Health Care: Today, the Baltimore Sun published an op-ed by VA Secretary Bob 

McDonald, detailing his thoughts on the mission of the Veterans Health Administration.  It begins, “During preparation for my 

confirmation as secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA), I was repeatedly asked, ‘Why doesn't VA just hand out vouchers allowing 

veterans to get care wherever they want?’ For a department recovering from serious issues involving health care access and 

scheduling of appointments, that was a legitimate question. After nine weeks at VA, travel to 31 VA facilities in 15 cities, dis-

cussions with hundreds of veterans and VA clinicians, meetings with 75 Members of Congress, two hearings before the Senate 

and House Veterans' Affairs committees and dozens of meetings with Veterans Service Organizations and other stakeholders, I 

can answer that question.”  To read Secretary McDonald’s answer, click here: http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/

bs-ed-va-secretary-20141023-story.html.   

5. Veterans Day in Washington: Visitors coming to their Nation’s Capital on Nov. 11 will be able to attend many special and 

free events to celebrate Veterans Day, including formal observances at the World War II Memorial at 9 a.m.; at Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery’s Tomb of the Unknowns and Memorial Amphitheater at 11 a.m.; at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial at 1 p.m.; 

and on the National Mall at 7 p.m. for the Concert for Valor.  

6. Three MIAs Identified: The Defense POW/MIA Office has announced the identification of three American servicemen who 

had been missing in action since World War II, Korea and Vietnam. Returned are: 

Army Air Force 2nd Lt. Jimmie D. Collins III, 32, from Talladega County, Ala., copilot of a B-24H that was lost over The 

Netherlands on June 21, 1944. He was assigned to the 446th Bombardment Group, Eighth Air Force, and will be buried with full 

military honors on a date and location yet to be determined.  

(VFW Action Continued on Page 7)  

http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/apply/
http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/apply/
tel:1-877-222-8387
https://www.clfamilymembers.fsc.va.gov/
https://www.clfamilymembers.fsc.va.gov/
tel:1-866-372-1144
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/camp-lejeune/index.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/docs/factsheets/Fry_Scholarship_Expansion_Factsheet.pdf
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-va-secretary-20141023-story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-va-secretary-20141023-story.html
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

December:    

11th —-Short Base Meeting & Christmas Dinner, along 

with Silent Auction bring your stuff you want to donate 

and bring Dollars $$$$$$$ 

January: 

8th  —--Base Meeting 

February 

12th — Base Meeting  

March 

12th — Base Meeting 

April  

9th — Base Meeting 

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

This Month in History (December)  

7th — National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

8th — War Declared on Japan (1941) 

11th — Germany & Italy Declared War on U.S. (1941) 

15th — Iraq War Ended (2011( 

25th  — Christmas Day 

31st — Official End of World War 11 (1946) 

Binnacle List 

Fred Carneau had a brief stay in the hospital for breathing 

problems earlier last month, but is now home and resting. 

*******************  

Alyce Vick (LeRoys wife) saw the Oncologist recently and 

she started Chemo on the 23rd  of October to treat breast can-

cer. Her cancer is a stage 2 cancer as it had entered a lymph 

node. She will have radiation after the chemo.  

********************    

Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in our 

thoughts and prayers as we go forward each day 

Sole survivor of USS Tullibee speaks about being a POW 

OCEAN SPRINGS -- The last thing Cliff Kuykendall remembers hearing before the explosion was a crewmate saying, "Well, 

there they go. We'll see what happens now." "We found out about 20 seconds later," Kuykendall said Monday. "Boom." 

When Kuykendall came to -- possibly a few minutes later, he's not sure -- he watched helplessly as his submarine, the USS Tul-

libee (SS 284), slowly sank into the Pacific Ocean and out of sight. "I thought, 'Oh my God, I just lost my home,'" he said. "It 

was a long way from there to Wichita Falls, Texas." 

Kuykendall, the 2014 Gulf Coast Veterans Day Parade grand marshal, was a 19-year-old submariner in the early hours of March 

26, 1944, when the Tullibee launched two torpedoes meant for a Japanese transport ship. Instead, the torpedoes ran a circular 

route and struck the submarine. He was the lone survivor of a crew of 80. 

"The concussion was terrific. I was on the starboard during lookout. It was a real dark night, drizzling. I was almost uncon-

scious," he recalled as he stood in front of the USS Tullibee memorial in Ocean Springs. "I remember looking down and I could 

see the stern of the submarine gradually go below the waves. Those World War II diesel submarines were 312 feet long and I 

must have been way up there in the air, I don't know. When I came to, I was submerged in the ocean. 

"I fought my way to the surface. I had swallowed so much water that I could taste salt and diesel fuel for at least a year after 

that." Kuykendall said he could hear voices for about 10 minutes after he regained consciousness. Then nothing. He floated for 

several hours alone, except for an empty Sunkist orange crate that bumped into him. He credited his shipmate, Louis Joseph 

Hieronimus, for saving his life. Hieronimus had forced him to take a lifebelt before going on lookout. The partially inflated life-

belt kept him afloat long enough to be spotted. Unfortunately, it wasn't by Americans. About 10 a.m., he saw a destroyer coming 

in his direction, flying the rising sun flag. "They made a circle around me, to my starboard, and opened up with a machine gun, 

firing at me," he said. "Fortunately, they never got a lethal shot in, but bullets were flying all over the place."    

(Sole Survivor Continued on Page 9) 
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Christmas Dinner 
We will be having the Blueback Christmas Dinner at the Monarch Motor Hotel at 5:00 PM December the 11th. 

 

The costs per person is $15.00 — Tickets are now available, We need to inform the Monarch by the 4th of Decem-

ber how many will be attending, so if you want to eat get your $$$ Money in Before December 4th, send checks to 

Blueback Base at address on front of this News Letter 

Below is the Menu for that Dinner.  
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(VFW Action Continued from Page 4) 

Army Cpl. Lonald D. Skeens, of Johnson, Ky., was lost Sept. 4, 1950, in South Korea. He was assigned to Company E, 2nd 

Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division, and will be buried with full military honors on a date and location yet 

to be determined.  

Army Staff Sgt. James L. Van Bendegom, 18, of Kenosha, Wis., was lost July 12, 1967, in South Vietnam, and later died of 

his wounds in a POW camp. He was assigned to Company B, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, and 

will be buried with full military honors on a date and location yet to be determined.   

To sign up new veterans’ advocates, click here: http://capwiz.com/vfw/mlm/signup.htm.  

As always, we want to share your advocacy stories on the VFW Capitol Hill blog. To share your stories either fill out our 

online form by clicking here, http://www.vfw.org/Forms/Capitol-Hill-Blog-Submissions/, or simply email photos and sto-

ries directly to vfwac@vfw.org.  

 ************************************************************** 

Russian Navy Successfully Tests New Missile  

MOSCOW (AP) November 28, 2014 1:12 PM 

The Russian Navy on Friday successfully test-fired a new intercontinental ballistic missile for a second time in as many months, 

proving its reliability following a troublesome development. 

The Defense Ministry said the Alexander Nevsky nuclear submarine test-fired a Bulava missile from an underwater position in 

the Barents Sea. The missile's warheads reached designated targets at a testing range in Russia's far eastern Kamchatka Penin-

sula. 

The Bulava suffered many failures during a decade of tests, raising doubts about the fate of Russia's most expensive and ambi-

tious weapons program since the Soviet collapse. But a series of recent launches has been 

successful and the Navy now has three Borei-class nuclear submarines armed with the 

Bulava. 

Two of them, the Alexander Nevsky and the Yuri Dolgoruky, named after medieval Rus-

sian rulers, already have entered service. The third one has been completed and is waiting 

to be formally commissioned by the Navy. Overall, eight Borei-class submarines are set 

to be built. 

Like the previous Bulava launch on Oct. 29 from the Yuri Dolgoruky, Friday's test was 

essential for confirming the capability of the missile, which Russia touted as a key part of its nuclear deterrent.  With Soviet-built 

nuclear submarines approaching the end of their lifetime, the Kremlin has made replacing them a top priority in the arms mod-

ernization program, which envisages spending 20 trillion rubles (more than $400 billion) on new weapons through 2020. 

According to Russian media reports, the Bulava has a range of more than 8,000 kilometers (nearly 5,000 miles) and is capable of 

carrying up to 10 nuclear warheads. Military officials have boasted about its ability to penetrate any prospective missile defense. 

****************************************************** 

Blueback Base Spotlight 

From time to time it comes to the attention of the editor that someone in the 

Blueback family or something of interest should be recognized.  

La Center Washington Navy Submariner veteran Bob Jackson Inducted into Hall of Fame 

On November 12th my wife and I attended a Hall of Fame induction ceremony and 

dinner for our friend and shipmate Bob Jackson. Bob was being inducted into the 

Evergreen Football Association Hall of Fame, after over 30 years of officiating foot-

ball games locally as well as playoff games in the Tacoma Dome and other loca-

tions. Bob was also a teacher during all of those years in the Evergreen, Naselle, 

Lewis and Shumway school districts. Bob also did some officiating for  semipro 

football league. Bob retired from officiating in 1991 and retired from teaching in 

1993. 

Congratulations  Mr. Jackson on your Induction 

 

http://capwiz.com/vfw/mlm/signup.htm
http://www.vfw.org/Forms/Capitol-Hill-Blog-Submissions/
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org
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Submarines: Virginia Slips 

November 20, 2014:  The U.S. Navy is experimenting with a modified Virginia class SSNs (nuclear attack submarine) to see 

what features should be added to the Block V batch of Virginias, which will start arriving at the end of the decade. Details are 

classified but it is known that the next batch of Virginias are seeking quiet. If the enemy can’t hear you they can’t attack, or 

avoid, you. So the changes being tested include a new system of silencing machinery, the use of special hull coatings (to deceive 

enemy sensors) as well as continued improvements in detection equipment that would increase the range at which American subs 

would detect the foe. Each new batch of the Virginia SSNs have new features. In April 2014 the U.S. Navy ordered ten Block IV 

Virginia class at a cost of $1.8 billion each. These are to be delivered at the rate of two a year through 2018. This is the largest 

submarine order (in terms of dollar value) in U.S. history. There are already eleven Virginia’s in service and seven more Block 

IIIs under construction or on order. This new order is long-term, which is rare, but it results in lower prices because components 

can be ordered in larger quantities and farther in advance. All this is part of an effort to prevent the American SSN fleet from 

wasting away because of age and lack of replacements. Meanwhile the navy is struggling to cope with more powerful submarine 

detection gear developed by China and the construction of more diesel-electric subs that are quieter than their predecessors. Then 

there is the problem of getting enough money to maintain the size of the American submarine fleet.  

After the Cold War ended in 1991 the U.S. Navy got the Congress to agree that the United States required an SSN fleet of at 

least 48 boats. Since the 1990s increased submarine construction by Russia and China means that number is apparently safe for 

now. But because only two new American SSNs were built in the 1990s, the current SSN force of 55 boats will drop to about 40, 

before recovering in the 2030s. The cause is the sharp cut in SSN construction in the 1990s, the fact that it takes over five years 

to build each new SSN. The older Los Angeles SSNs are approaching the end of their useful lives (33 years) and that means the 

force of available SSNs is shrinking. The navy is trying to reduce the shortage by speeding up construction of new Virginia class 

SSNs (from about six years to five), extend the life of some Los Angeles class boats by a few years, and base some SSNs in the 

Western Pacific (Guam) to shorten the time needed to get to where they are needed. That would be the coast of China and Russia 

as the main Chinese sub base is on Hainan Island and Russia’s is north of Japan on the Kamchatka Peninsula.  

In 2013 the navy received the tenth of 30 Virginia class SSNs and one more has been delivered in 2014. The last one in 2013 was 

the USS Minnesota (SSN 783), which arrived 11 months ahead of schedule and was the last of 10 Block II Virginias. The 2014 

delivery was the first Block III boat, which was delivered two days before it was due. This boat was supposed to enter service in 

May, but there were some quality issues that had to be fixed. In 2008, the navy got its fifth Virginia eight months ahead of sched-

ule and under budget as well. Except for the first Block III the Virginia’s were taking less time to build but are still arriving at the 

rate of one a year. That will increase to two a year over the next decade.  

The Virginias cost has actually been going down; from about $2.2 billion to $1.8 billion each. Each one displaces 7,800 tons, and 

are 114.9 meters (377 feet) long, and 10.36 meters (34 feet) wide. Top speed is over 50 kilometers an hour, max depth is more 

than 250 meters (over 800 feet). The Virginias are armed with Tomahawk cruise missiles (in 12 vertical launching tubes) and 

four 53.3 cm (21 inch) torpedo tubes that can fire MK 48 torpedoes or deploy naval mines.  

More important are the large number of electronic systems carried. These make the Virginias more difficult to detect and much 

better at detecting what is out there, which enables these subs to be more effective at espionage and scouting. The electronics can 

also quickly detect and identify incoming torpedoes and rapidly use countermeasures. The passive (listen only) sonar system is 

backed by a huge library of sounds. Virginias are also designed to operate in shallow waters and carry a SEAL Delivery Vehicle 

(sort of a minisub for getting SEALs ashore) on the deck. With a dozen or so SEALs on board a Virginia will be carrying nearly 

150 people.  

Virginia’s nuclear reactors are the new type that does not have to be refueled, having sufficient nuclear material to last 33 years. 

The reactors generate enough heat to provide 40,000 horsepower, as well as ample electricity for all the electronics. The block II 

models used less costly construction techniques, while the 8 Block III boats will have some design changes and new technology.  

The U.S. currently has three classes of SSN. Most are the 6,900 ton Los Angeles-class SSNs and of the 62 of built forty are still 

in service. Armed with 4 53.3 cm torpedo tubes, they carry 26 weapons for those tubes (either the Mk 48 torpedoes or BGM-109 

Tomahawk cruise missiles). The last 31 Los Angeles-class SSNs built added the Mk 45 vertical-launch system (VLS), which 

carries another twelve Tomahawks. If built today these late model Los Angeles class boats would cost about $1.5 billion each. 

The first of these entered service in 1976, and the last one in 1996. These boats can last 30-35 years before they must be retired 

or undergo extensive (over half a billion dollars’ worth) of refurbishment and refueling. This can take 4-5 years and will keep the 

sub going for another 10-15 years. The navy is seeking enough money from Congress to refurb some of the elderly Los Angeles 

class boats and prevent the SSN fleet from shrinking below 45 boats.  

The 9,000 ton Seawolf-class SSNs were supposed to be a class of 29 subs that would replace the Los Angeles boats. Seawolf 

proved too expensive and that problem was one of the main reasons for the lack of new SSNs in the 1990s. Only three Seawolfs 

were built. The Seawolf was designed for the Cold War, carrying 50 weapons (torpedoes, cruise missiles, or Harpoon anti-ship 

missiles) for its eight 660 mm (26-inch) torpedo tubes. Seawolf was fast (top speed of over 60 kilometers an hour) and much 

quieter than the Los Angeles boats. To replace the un-built Seawolfs the Virginia-class was designed. Think of it as a Los Ange-

les size hull with a lot of Seawolf technology installed. The Virginia class boats ended up costing about half as much as the Sea-

wolfs. But that was largely possible because the Virginias used a lot of the new technology developed for Seawolf.  
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New Veterans' Home in Lebanon was Dedicated (September 2014)  

SALEM - Following two years of construction, the much anticipated dedication of the Edward C. Allworth Veterans' Home in 

Lebanon will be held on Sat., Sept. 20, at 11 a.m. The new home is located at 600 North 5th St.  

Members of Allworth's family, including Edward's sister Jodi Allworth, will be in attendance to cut the ceremonial ribbon that 

will officially open the new veterans' home. Other guests who are expected to attend include Oregon Rep. Peter DeFazio, Linn 

County Commissioners, Lebanon Mayor Paul Aziz, and several state legislators. Cameron Smith, the director of the Oregon De-

partment of Veterans' Affairs, will serve as master of ceremonies.  

ODVA announced the location of the veterans' home in Lebanon in April 2010. Ground was broken on the new $40 million fa-

cility in September 2012.  

Named for World War I Medal of Honor recipient Edward C. Allworth, the home has been designed on the small house model 

for skilled nursing facilities.  Construction project manager John Osborn said this enhanced model creates a small community 

for a group of residents and staff.  

"It is a significant improvement from the traditional skilled nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  The small house model 

alters the facility's size, the interior design, staffing patterns, and methods of delivering skilled professional care and services," 

Osborn said.  "These enhancements make this veterans' home a special place for some very special people who honorably served 

our country."  

Oregon's second veterans' home will offer space for 154 residents needing long-term care as well as rehabilitation services, and 

Alzheimer's and dementia care. Care at this facility is an earned benefit available to veterans, their spouses, and parents who had 

a child die while serving in the United States Armed Forces.  

During World War I, Capt. Edward C. Allworth was commanding U.S. Army soldiers in France when the enemy destroyed a 

bridge and forced his troops to cross a canal. Allworth, as his award citation reads, "mounted the canal bank and called for his 

men to follow.  Plunging in he swam across the canal under fire from the enemy, followed by his men.  By his personal leader-

ship he forced the enemy back for more than a kilometer, overcoming machinegun nests and capturing 100 prisoners, whose 

number exceeded that of the men in his command.  The exceptional courage and leadership displayed by Capt. Allworth made 

possible the re-establishment of a bridgehead over the canal and the successful advance of other troops."  

Information about Oregon's Veterans' Home benefit, qualifications and application process may be found at 

www.lebanon.oregonveteranshomes.com. 

************************************************************* 

(Sole Survivor Continued From Page 5) 

The Japanese brought him aboard, pulling him up with a net because he was too weak to climb aboard. That's when he had his 

third brush with death in less than 24 hours. A Japanese officer, holding a sword, called him a coward for not drowning himself 

rather than being captured. The officer swung the sword over Kuykendall's head four times, missing each time. "Each time he 

swung it -- there were two Japanese sailors on either side of me holding me up -- I collapsed and fell to the deck and the sword 

passed over my head," he said. "I did that intentionally because I knew if that sword hit my neck it would chop my head off." 

A short time later, Kuykendall heard something in Japanese over the PA system and the harassment stopped -- for the time being. 

He was dragged into a deck house and tossed onto a mat. "Another Japanese sailor came in and he was carrying a small cup of 

sweet tea in his hand," he said. "He lifted my head and was giving me this sweet tea. He said in English, 'Don't worry, everything 

will be all right.' I said, 'Well, they're not all alike.'" He was taken to a small seaplane base among the Palau Islands. Eventually, 

he was tied to a tree atop a hill while Americans bombed the island as part of Operation Desecrate. After three days of abuse tied 

to the tree, he was put into a foxhole behind a Japanese navy commander's home. 

"Two days later, the owner of the house came up and got me and they took me to the dock. I could see all of these hangars had 

been leveled and it made me feel good. He could speak English. Well, he saved my life. I know he did. They would have killed 

me if it hadn't been for him," Kuykendall said, reenacting several captors punching him while he was tied up. "He took me out 

on the dock. A Japanese navy plane landed and he told me, 'There you go. Good luck.' Just like that. I looked at him and said, 

'Sir, good luck to you. I hope you make it.' He said, 'I'll need it.'" 

The next 17 months or so, Kuykendall bounced among labor camps until World War II ended. His final days as a captive, he 

worked in a copper mine in Ashio. He recalled food rations increasing and American planes flying overhead. 

"They were sending out fighters to locate all of the prison camps so they could drop them food because they knew we were 

probably starving," he said. 

When he returned to Texas, Kuykendall would stare at the ceiling at night and try to figure out how he survived so many 

brushes with death. "I'd say, 'I can't figure this out. How did this happen?' That went on for a couple of months, 'Why little ole 

me?' I suddenly realized that if I kept doing that I'd just worry myself to death. I had to stop. I never did figure it out. I've never 

been superstitious in my whole life -- and I'm still not. What is, is. 

"To this very day, like I have told many people, I'm just lucky."  

************************************************** 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwOTE1LjM1OTU0NDMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDkxNS4zNTk1NDQzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTU0NjU2JmVtYWlsaWQ9cndzdW1uZXJAcGFjaWZpZXIuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1yd3N1bW5lckBwYWNp
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Car Parts  
Find and circle all of the car parts that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell the name of an additional car part.  

AIR BAG 

AIR CONDITIONER 

ALTERNATOR 

AXLE 

BATTERY 

BODY 

BRAKE 

BUMPER 

CAR SEAT 

CARBURETOR 

CARRIER RACK 

CHILD SEAT 

 

CLUTCH 

COOLING FAN 

CRANKCASE 

CRUISE CONTROL 

DEFOGGER 

DEFROSTER 

DOOR 

DRIVE LINE 

DRIVESHAFT 

ENGINE 

FRAME 

FUSE 

 

GAS TANK 

HEADLIGHT 

HOOD 

HORN 

IGNITION 

MUFFLER 

POWER WINDOW 

RADIATOR 

RADIO 

REAR VIEW MIRROR 

ROOF 

SEAT BELT 

 

STARTER 

STEERING WHEEL 

SUSPENSION 

TAIL LIGHT 

TIRES 

TRANSMISSION 

TRUNK 

TURN SIGNAL 

WHEEL RIM 

WHEELS 

WINDSHIELD 

The hidden sentence for November Sanitary is: A SOCIETY GROWS GREAT WHEN OLD MEN PLANT TREES WHOSE 

SHADE THEY KNOW THEY SHALL NEVER SIT IN 


