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Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday  January 8th, 2015 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, OR 

At 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday January 8th, 2015 

At VFW Post #4248 

        7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR    

At 1900  

No Chow This Month     
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

12-11-14 

The Blueback Base meeting was held at the Monarch Hotel 
and Conference Center in Portland, OR. This was the annual 

Christmas Dinner for the base and a short meeting was held 
before the dinner. There was a silent auction held for bids on 

many items donated  by base members. (Photos on Page 4) 

Invocation:  

Pledge of Allegiance  

Tolling of the Lost Boats 

Introductions  were made during start of dinner. 

The silent auction continued  through dinner and was com-
pleted at end of dinner. Dollars collected from the auction 

was $745.00 for the Blueback Base. 

There was a total of 54 people attending the dinner. 

Benediction: 

Meeting Adjourned. 

Submitted By: Editor  

Commanders Corner 

As your newly elected base commander I would like to 
thank all of you for your support and confidence in me to do 
the job.  This is all new to me, but I pledge to do my best to 

maintain the high standards and quality of the best USSVI 

Base, the Blueback Base.  

Ray Lough did an outstanding job as base commander dur-
ing the past two terms and will be a hard act to follow, but I’ll 
do my best.  Ray has assured me he will be there to assist me 

if I need help. I also look forward to the support of all our 
members and will welcome your suggestions and input. I 
only spent four years in the Navy, three years as a submarine 
sailor, but I feel this experience had the most positive impact 
on the rest of my life.  After the Navy I had a thirty-four year 
career in law enforcement, but the submarine service has al-

ways been the most meaningful marker in my life. 

Submarine sailors have always felt like family to me, and an 
unknown submarine sailor once described us as the “Brothers 
of the Phin” with which I whole heartedly agree.  With your 
support,  I’m looking forward to 2015 as a great year for the 

Blueback Base. 

George Hudson, Blueback  Base Commander 

***************************** 

  USS Blueback Volunteers keep sub running  

Outstanding Volunteer Group  

November 14, 2014 

Short-story writer and essayist Cynthia Ozick said, “We of-
ten take for granted the very things that most deserve our 

gratitude.”  

Among the things most deserving of gratitude are the people 

who volunteer countless hours in the service of others.  

(Volunteers Continued) 

For the last 20 years, visitors to the Oregon Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry have enjoyed stepping aboard the USS 
Blueback, which was decommissioned by the U.S. Navy in 
October 1990. This is thanks to the countless volunteers who 

keep the vessel in tip-top condition and   provide engaging 

tours.  

The USS Blueback is served by 53 volunteers, of which 44 
have served in the military. Of those who have served in the 
military, 36 are Navy veterans, with 30 of them having 

served aboard a working submarine. Eleven of the volunteers 
have served for 10 years or more aboard the USS Blueback. 
Some volunteer their time as tour guides aboard the vessel, 
while others are charged with its maintenance. The age of 
volunteers ranges from 27 to 91. The USS Blueback volun-
teers have given more than 6,000 hours of service in the past 
year – 3,500 hours to tours and 2,600 hours to maintenance, 

according to Carol Cruzan, OMSI’s Volunteer Services Man-
ager. For their tireless dedication, the Association of Fund-

raising Professionals Oregon and SW Washington Chapter  

have recognized the USS Blueback Volunteers as the  2014 
Outstanding Volunteer Group. The award recognizes that as 

the lifeblood of many organizations, volunteers start, support 
and enhance the programs and services that organizations 
provide. They often make the difference in an organization’s 

ability to serve its community. 

The maintenance volunteers are truly behind the scenes, so 

to have that recognition for the work they do is invaluable,” 

said Anthony   Pechtel, OMSI’s development director.  

The USS Blueback is one of the most modern U.S. subma-
rines on public display in the country. It was the last fast-
attack, diesel-powered submarine built by the U.S. Navy. 

When the sub was launched in 1959, it was the last non-
nuclear powered sub built by the Navy and the last to be de-
commissioned after serving the United States for 31 years. 
The USS Blueback came to rest on the east bank of the Wil-
lamette River in 1994, where it was opened for public display 

in May of that year.  

Anthony Capitano has volunteered his time on the USS 
Blueback as a tour guide for the last five years. A U.S. Navy 
veteran, Capitano said he is thrilled to be back on   board a 
submarine. “I served on that class of submarine, so it was sort 
of like going home for me,” he said. “It’s a great time. I enjoy 
talking to the public and meeting people. Last week, I met 

some gentlemen from Finland.”  

When he travels, Capitano said he likes to visit submarines if 
they are available for touring. “This is the only submarine 
I’ve been to that has tour guides,” he said. “People who come 
here are going to get a really good tour. They will get an edu-

cation.”  

In addition to the tour guides who provide a rich history of 
the submarine and how it operated, there are submarine main-
tenance volunteers who conduct a variety of complex and 
rigorous duties aboard the vessel. Among the duties include 

checking the various lighting systems, installing authentic  

(Volunteers Continued on Page 4) 
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January Lost Boats 

USS Scorpion (SS-278) 
Lost on Jan 5,1944 with the loss of 76 officers and men in the East China Sea, on her 4th war patrol. It is assumed she was sunk 

by a mine. 

Class: SS 212  
 Commissioned: 10/1/1942  
 Launched: 7/20/1942  
 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
 Length: 307, Beam: 27  
 #Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  
 Fate: Scorpion was lost with all hands.76 men lost. Sunk by possi-
ble Japanese mine in the Yellow Sea off China. 

************************************************* 

USS Argonaut (SS-166) 
Lost on Jan 10, 1943 with the loss of 102 officers and men off Rabaul, on her 3rd war patrol. While attacking a convoy, she tor-

pedoed a Jap destroyer who along with 2 other destroyers depth charged her. As she tried to surface, the destroyers sunk her by 
gun fire. 

Class: SS 166  
 Commissioned: 4/2/1928  
 Launched: 10/10/1927  
 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
 Length: 381, Beam: 34  
 #Officers: 8, #Enlisted: 80  
 Fate: On Jan. 10, 1943 Argonaut was forced to the surface by the depth 
charges from 3 Jap Destroyers and she was destroyed with all hands by 
surface fire.105 officers and men went down with the submarine. 

************************************************** 

USS Swordfish (SS-193) 
Lost on Jan 12,1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men somewhere near Okinawa, on her 13th war patrol. Probably was lost 

to a mine. 

Class: SS 188  
 Commissioned: 7/22/1939  
 Launched: 4/1/1939  
 Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  
 Length: 311, Beam: 27  
 #Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 50  
 Fate: After repeated attempts to contact Swordfish by radio had 
failed, she was reported as presumed lost, the victim of unknown 
causes. 89 men lost. 

*************************************************** 

USS S-36 (SS-141) 
Lost on Jan 20, 1942 with no loss of life, on her 2nd war patrol. She ran hard aground on a reef and radioed for help. The entire 

crew was rescued by a Dutch ship after they scuttled her. 

Class: SS S  
 Commissioned: 4/4/1923  
 Launched: 6/3/1919  
 Builder: Union Iron Works  
 Length: 219, Beam: 22  
 #Officers: 4, #Enlisted: 34  
 Fate: S-36 was lost when it was destroyed after she ran aground 
on the Taka Bakang Reef in Makassar Strait, Indonesia, near 
Makassar City. The crew was rescued. 

         ***************************************************** 
(January Lost Boats Continued on Next Page) 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

USS S-26 (SS-131) 
Lost on Jan 24,1942 with the loss of 46 officers and men in the Gulf of Panama, on her 2nd war patrol. She was rammed by the 

USS PC-460 and sunk within seconds. The CO, XO and one lookout on the bridge, were the only survivors.  

Class: SS S  
 Commissioned: 10/15/1923  
 Launched: 10/22/1922  
 Builder: Fore River Shipbuilding Co  
 Length: 219, Beam: 22  
 #Officers: 4, #Enlisted: 34  
 Fate: Rammed by PC-460 at night in the Gulf of Panama, S-26 sank 
on 24 January 1942 with the loss of 46 men Two men survived. Her 
hull was not salvaged. 

********************************************************* 

(Volunteers Continued From Page 2) 

sounds to enhance visitors’ experiences, replacing old pumps and gaskets and removing bilge water from the lower levels. The 
three longest-serving volunteers with the USS Blueback have served on the sub for the full 20 years it has been part of OMSI. 

Cruzan said the volunteers are a fun bunch of people to have around, and they take great pride in the work they do.  

In addition to giving their time to the USS Blueback, many of the volunteers also financially support the exhibit. “Many of these 

volunteers make gifts and donate equipment and materials needed for the upkeep of the sub,” said Pechtel.  

The exhibit is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily, with guided tours beginning at 9:50 a.m. For more information about the 

USS Blueback and its volunteers, visit  www.omsi.edu  .    

  

This article was supposed to have been in the November or December News Letter but due to the limited space was not able at 

the time, but due to the importance of this article, even late it was put in this issue. The Editor  

****************************************************** 

Christmas Dinner 2014 Photos 

Here are some of the photos taken at the Blueback 

Christmas dinner at the Monarch Hotel on December 

11th. Our outgoing Commander swearing in the new 

Commander George Hudson and Vice Commander Jay 

Agler. We had a good turnout for the dinner and silent 

auction and all items donated for the auction were sold. 

************************ 

http://www.omsi.edu/
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events 

 

For the Blueback Base, Plan Ahead 

January: 

8th  —--Base Meeting       No Chow this Month 

February 

12th — Base Meeting        Chow this Month 

March 

12th — Base Meeting 

(Please let the Editor know if we have missed anything.) 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

In addition to the above there is a $7.00 one time fee for new base 

members, to pay for a nametag. 

This Month in History (January)  

1 —Happy New Year 

6 — Epiphany Day 

17 — Persian Gulf War Began (1991) 

19 — Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

27 — Signing of Vietnam Peace Accord (1973) 

31 — Panama Campaign Ended (1990) 

 
Rest your oars Shipmate 

Fred Carneau, our friend and ship-
mate, passed away the 19th of De-
cember after being home with health 
issues. Let’s all say a prayer for Fred 

and his family during this time. 

 

We Have The Watch 

Dues were due by the 31st of December or you 

would be dropped from the rolls 

And remember you will no longer get the Sani-

tary, so guys get your $$$ in. 

WWII B-17 Survival Story  

  B-17  "All American" (414th Squadron, 97BG) Crew 
Pilot- Ken Bragg  Jr. 
Copilot- G. Boyd  Jr. 

Navigator- Harry C.  Nuessle 
Bombardier- Ralph  Burbridge 

Engineer- Joe C.  James 
Radio Operator- Paul A.  Galloway 
Ball  Turret Gunner- Elton Conda 

Waist Gunner- Michael  Zuk 
Tail  Gunner- Sam T. Sarpolus 

Ground Crew Chief- Hank  Hyland 

    A mid-air collision on February 1, 1943, between a B-
17 and a German fighter over the  Tunis dock area, be-
came the subject of one of the most famous photographs 
of WW II.  

    An enemy fighter attacking a 97th Bomb Group forma-
tion went out of control, probably with a wounded pilot, 
then continued its crashing descent into the rear of the 
fuselage of a Fortress named "All  American", piloted by 

Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, of the 414th  Bomb Squadron. When it struck, the fighter broke apart, 

but left some pieces in the B-17.             (B 17 Continued Page 8) 
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Information Warfare: Royals 

December 1, 2014: Another high grade Cyber War weapon has been found. This one is called Regin and it joins illustrious 
predecessors like Stuxnet, Duqu, Flame and several others that have been discovered since 2009. Regin, like its predecessors,  is 
extensive, apparently built by skilled and well organized professionals and designed to stay hidden. This it apparently did for 

over six years. Malware like this is royalty of hacker software, built with care and abundant resources by top talent.  

Regin has numerous modules and the ability to do a lot of spying on its own without much, if any, human intervention. Security 
researchers are now trying to find where Regin has been, which is difficult because Regin was designed to erase all traces of it-
self after getting what it was sent in for. Regin apparently was not designed for long term visits, which made it more vulnerable 
to detection and analysis. Now that researchers know more about Regin they can examine likely systems that might have been 

attacked to look for clues that Regin was there once, or more, in the past. Unlike earlier software of this type, Regin was de-
signed to intrude in a wider variety of places and look for a much longer list of items.  Regin was also designed to recover de-

leted files and even take over the operation of an infected PC for some operations.  

Meanwhile Internet security companies continue to study older major league Cyber War weapons like Stuxnet and keep finding 
new angles to these powerful weapons. It was that kind of research that led to the discovery of Regin and similar high end hack-

ing tools. Stuxnet was different in that it was developed specifically to damage Iran’s uranium enrichment equipment. All high-
end cyber weapons like Stuxnet are designed to keep their activities hidden, and they tend to do that for up to a decade, or more. 
It now appears that a beta version of Stuxnet was at work as early as 2005. It also appears that Stuxnet got into the Iranian en-

richment facilities at least twice.  

After the 2005 beta version, there were several more improved versions released. Iran believes that a more recent version of 

Stuxnet is still trying to gain access to the enrichment equipment. The more prudent (or paranoid) Iranian software experts be-
lieve that this new (3.0?) version of Stuxnet is already inside the enrichment control systems, waiting for the right time to do 

more major damage.  

It was first believed that Stuxnet was released in late 2009, and thousands of computers were infected as the worm sought out  

its Iranian target. Initial dissection of Stuxnet indicated that it was designed to interrupt the operation of the control software 
used in various types of industrial and utility (power, water and sanitation) plants. Eventually, further analysis revealed that 
Stuxnet was programmed to subtly disrupt the operation of gas centrifuges used to turn uranium ore into nuclear plant fuel or, 
after more refining, into nuclear weapons grade material. It is now believed that the first attack was made before 2009, and an-

other attack after that.  

The Stuxnet "malware" was designed to hide itself in the control software of an industrial plant, making it very difficult to be 
sure you have cleaned all the malware out. This is the scariest aspect of Stuxnet and is still making Iranian officials nervous 
about other Stuxnet-type attacks. Although Iran eventually admitted that Stuxnet did damage, they would not reveal details of 
when Stuxnet got to the centrifuges or how long the malware was doing its thing before it was discovered and removed. But all 
this accounts for the unexplained slowdown with Iran getting new centrifuges working. Whoever created Stuxnet probably 
knows the extent of the damage because Stuxnet also had a "call home" capability even though it was designed to operate in sys-

tems without Internet access (by travelling via memory sticks or DVDs).  

In 2012 American and Israeli officials admitted that the industrial grade Cyber War weapons (like Stuxnet and several others) 
used against Iran in the last few years were indeed joint U.S.-Israel operations. Few other details were released, although many 
more rumors have since circulated. The U.S. and Israel were long suspected of being responsible for these "weapons grade" 
computer worms. Both nations had the motive to use, means to build, and opportunity to unleash these powerful Cyber War 
weapons against Iran and others that support terrorism. Regin is suspected of being another such Israeli-American creation. East 
European programmers are suspected of being capable of this sort of thing and Russia appears to have commissioned some 

“royal” software.  

The U.S. and Israel have been successful with "software attacks" in the past. This stuff doesn't get reported much in the general 
media, partly because it's so geeky and because there are no visuals. It is computer code and arcane tech skills that gets it  to its 
target. The earlier attacks, especially Stuxnet, spread in a very controlled fashion, sometimes via agents who got an infected 

USB memory stick into an enemy facility. Even if some copies of these programs get out onto Internet connected PCs, they do 

not spread far. Worms and viruses designed to spread can go worldwide and infest millions of PCs within hours.  

Despite all the secrecy, this stuff is very real and the pros are impressed by Stuxnet-type systems, even if the rest of us have not 
got much of a clue. The demonstrated capabilities of these Cyber War weapons usher in a new age in Internet based warfare. 
Amateur hour is over and the big dogs are in play. The Cyber War offensive by the U.S. and Israel appears to have been under-

way for years, using their stealth to remain hidden. There are probably more than three of these stealthy Cyber War applications 

in use and most of us will never hear about it until, and if, other such programs are discovered and their presence made public.  
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Submarines: Dealing With The Elderly 
December 1, 2014: Older ships, especially when they are nuclear submarines, can become very difficult to keep in working or-

der. Case in point is how the 22 year old Los Angeles class SSN Jefferson City came to be stuck in the Pacific island of Guam 
for over five months. The sub left San Diego in early April for a six month cruise in the Pacific. On June 21st the sub stopped for 
a short visit to Guam to take care of some minor repairs and there a small leak in the reactor cooling system was found. Actually 
locating the precise location of the leak took several weeks and some specialized equipment. The water had tiny amounts of ra-
dioactivity and amounted to about 10 liters (less than three gallons) a day. The water could have been stored onboard as the sub 
returned to its home port (San Diego) or Pearl Harbor (where it was scheduled to go in mid-2015 for a 22 month overhaul in a 

dry dock). The dry dock overhaul could not be started earlier because there was no dry dock available at Pearl Harbor at the mo-
ment. Meanwhile the families of the crew were told that they would be moving to Pearl Harbor (which would be the new “home 
port” during the dry dock overhaul) ahead of schedule. The navy eventually decided it was cheaper and safer to just keep the sub 

at Guam until a dry dock was available in Pearl Harbor. 

 This is not the only problem the navy has been having with its aging fleet of Los Angeles class boats. On March 28th the U.S. 

Navy decommissioned one of those subs; the USS Miami (SSN 755). Entering service in 1990, Miami was not supposed to be 
decommissioned so soon and the navy has been trying to keep the boat in service after the sub was damaged by a shipyard fire in 
2012. But no solution worked. In 2013 the navy concluded that recent budget cuts were making it impossible to spend half a bi l-

lion dollars to repair the fire damage. 

 It was not for want of trying and some innovative thinking. In late 2012 the navy thought it had a way to keep those Miami re-

pair bills affordable. The plan was to salvage components from the recently (2011) decommissioned USS Memphis. This boat 
entered service in 1977, 13 years before the Miami. While the Memphis was one of the "original" 31 Los Angeles boats and the 
Miami is one of the third generation (Improved Los Angeles) designs, both shared many common components, especially in the 

forward part of the boat where Miami suffered most of its fire damage. 

The 2012 Miami blaze occurred while the sub was in the Portsmouth (Maine) Naval Yard for maintenance and upgrades. Ini-

tially the navy estimated that the sub suffered $400 million in damage. But a more detailed examination revealed that it would 
cost at least $450 million and probably north of half a billion to fix the sub. The navy thought cannibalizing the similar Memphis 
would help, but the savings were not sufficient and the budget cuts forced the navy to prioritize. Getting an elderly and burned-

out SSN back into fighting trim no longer looked like a good investment. 

The USS Miami fire (set by a deranged shipyard worker) took place in May 2012, and early on there were fears that the 22 year 

old Miami might be scrapped because of the high cost of repairs. It's not just fires that these old Los Angeles class boats have to 
worry about. In 2009 a 25mm (one inch) hairline crack was found on the pressure hull of the (then) 14 year old USS Toledo. The 
crack was in the metal plate, not a weld, which was replaced. Above the crack there was a 53 cm (21 inch) hairline crack in the 
outer (non-pressurized) hull, which was under the sail. The USS Toledo had just undergone a three year refit, costing $179 mil-
lion, when these cracks were discovered. The sub was sent to a nearby (to New London, Connecticut) shipyard for repairs. At 
first it was thought some of these cracks were related to a recent scandal where shipyard workers failed to check for substandard 
welds but that was not the case with the Toledo. The navy began having doubts about the viability of its aging fleet of Los Ange-

les class subs. 

Such a crack in the pressure hull is a serious problem because it makes it more likely that the pressure hull would fail and flood 
the boat at less than the "test depth" (about two thirds the "design depth," which is the maximum depth the sub can operate at). 
Going a little deeper gets you to the collapse (or "crush") depth, at which point the pressure hull is crushed and implodes. The 
deepest diving U.S. subs, the Seawolf class, are believed to have a test depth of 490 meters (1,600 feet) and a collapse depth of 

730 meters (2,400 feet). During World War II collapse depths were never more than 300 meters (a thousand feet). Since then, 
larger boats, built of stronger metals, have greatly increased the depth subs can operate at. But that only works if the crew knows 
the limits of their boats and discovering cracks in the pressure hull reduces those limits. Using Memphis components for the Mi-
ami repairs would have made possible close inspection of those items, to see if there was any more unexpected deterioration. 
The Miami hull has already been checked for any damage from the fire and none was found. But the older a sub gets, the more 
likely metal fatigue and years at sea will cause undiscovered weaknesses.  Both the Miami and the Toledo were among the latest 
"improved Los Angeles" boats. With the Miami being retired, a much older (in terms of technology) boat may have to delay re-
tirement and fill in. Upgrading one of these older boats would also be expensive. If the repairs for the Miami did indeed cost less 

than half a billion, then it was worth keeping the Miami in service. But as much as the navy wants to maintain the size of its SSN 
force, there is no major threat for these SSNs in the foreseeable future. Retiring the Miami a decade early will not be a major 

loss. 

The navy is putting most of its cash into building new Virginia class boats to replace the 40 (of 62) remaining Los Angeles 

subs. The most recent Los Angeles boats entered service in 1996, and will be gone by the end of the 2020s. Eleven Virginias are 
in service and another 19 are planned. If the navy can scrounge up enough cash it can build two a year and they can have all the 
Virginias in service before the Los Angeles class is gone. Otherwise, the SSN fleet will shrink because additional old Los Ange-

les subs will be retiring compared to new Virginia's entering service. 
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 (B-17 Continued from Page 5) 

The left horizontal stabilizer of the Fortress and left elevator were completely torn away. The two right engines were out and 
one on the left had a serious oil pump leak. The vertical fin and the rudder had been damaged, the fuselage had been cut almost 
completely through connected only at two small parts of the frame, and the radios, electrical and oxygen systems were damaged. 
There was also a hole in the top that was over 16 feet long and 4 feet wide at 

its widest; the split in the fuselage went all the way to the top gunner's turret. 

Although the tail actually bounced and swayed in the wind and twisted when 
the  plane turned and all the control cables were severed, except one single 

elevator cable still worked, and the aircraft miraculously still flew! 

The tail gunner was trapped because there was no floor connecting the tail to 
the rest of the plane. The waist and tail gunners used parts of the German 
fighter and their own parachute harnesses in an attempt to keep the tail from 

ripping off and the two sides of the fuselage from splitting apart.   

While the crew was trying to keep the bomber from coming apart, the pilot 

continued on his bomb run and released his bombs over the target. 

When the bomb bay doors were opened, the wind turbulence was so great 
that it blew one of the waist gunners into the broken tail section. It took sev-

eral minutes and four crew members to pass him ropes from parachutes and 
haul him back into the forward part of the plane. When they tried to do the same for the tail gunner, the tail began flapping so 
hard that it began to break off. The weight of the gunner was adding some stability to the tail section, so he went back to 

his position.  

The turn back toward England had to be very slow to keep the tail from twisting off. They actually covered almost 70 miles to 

make the turn home. The bomber was so badly damaged that it was losing altitude and speed and was soon alone in the sky.   

For a brief time, two more Me-109 German fighters attacked the All American. Despite the extensive damage, all of the ma-
chine gunners were able to respond to these attacks and soon drove off the fighters. The two waist gunners stood up with their 
heads sticking out through the hole in the top of the  fuselage to aim and fire their machine guns. The tail gunner had to shoot in 

short bursts because the recoil was actually causing the plane to turn.  

Allied P-51 fighters intercepted the All American as it crossed over the Channel and took one of the pictures shown. They also 
radioed to the base describing that the appendage was waving like a fish tail and that the  plane would not make it and to send 

out boats to rescue the crew when they bailed out.   

The fighters stayed with the Fortress, taking hand signals from Lt. Bragg and relaying them to the base. Lt. Bragg signaled that 
5 parachutes and the spare had  been "used" so five of the crew could not bail out. He made the  decision that if they could not 

bail out safely, then he would stay with the plane to land it.  

Two and a half hours after being hit, the aircraft made its final turn to line up with the runway while it was still over 40 miles 

away. It descended into an emergency landing and a normal roll-out on its  landing gear. 

When the ambulance pulled alongside, it was waved off because not a single member of the crew had been injured. No one 
could believe that the aircraft could still fly in such a condition. The Fortress sat placidly until the crew all exited through the 
door in the fuselage and the tail gunner had climbed down a ladder, at which time the entire rear section  of the aircraft col-

lapsed . 

This old bird had done its job and brought the entire crew home uninjured. 

***************************************************************** 

HUMOR 

Terrorism High Alert Causing Me Problems  

When I was at the checkout and ready to pay for my groceries 

the cashier said, “Strip down,  facing me." 
Making a mental note so I could complain to my local MP 
about this security rubbish, I did just as she had instructed. 
After the shrieking and hysterical remarks finally subsided, I 
found out that she was referring to how I should position my 
banking card. Nonetheless, I've been asked to shop elsewhere in 
the future. They need to make their instructions a little clearer 

for seniors. I hate this getting older stuff.   

Sex after surgery! 

 

A recent article in the Dominion Post reported that a 

woman,  Anne Maynard, has sued Wellington Hospi-

tal, saying that after her husband had surgery there, he 

lost all interest in sex. 

A hospital spokesman replied: 

"Mr. Maynard was admitted for cataract surgery. All 

we did was correct his eyesight. 
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Arizona Governor in Hawaii for December 7 Remembrance and Namesake Recognition  
By MC1 Steven Khor, 

Pacific Submarine Force Public Affairs 

Posted December 16, 2014 

(PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii) – Arizona Governor Jan Brewer recently spent time with area Sailors and Arizona residents dur-
ing a visit to Hawaii to participate in the 73rd Pearl Harbor Day Commemoration at the World War II Valor in the Pacific Na-
tional Monument, Dec. 7. During the December 7 formal ceremonies, Governor Brewer attended the main commemoration 

event and participated in the Walk of Honor with Pearl Harbor survivors and other veterans, during which she met many current 
and former service men and women, their families and friends from the local area and abroad. This was followed by a Floral 
Tribute event, where Brewer, in one of her last official acts as governor, presented a wreath on behalf of her office and the state 

of Arizona, aboard the namesake USS Arizona Memorial. 

Following the ceremony, themed this year as "Preserving the Memory," Brewer took time to reflect on the events of the morn-

ing. "We are all so proud, they are truly the greatest generation, and to hear them tell the stories, from themselves, is just amaz-
ing," said Brewer. "It has a much bigger impact. Families, survivors, men and women that are serving today; it all comes to-
gether on a day like today." Brewer said that this is a day for many Americans to understand why they have freedom, and it 
really makes one think, take a pause and appreciate those who have sacrificed so much. "It is a wonderful day for us to recognize 
them and a wonderful way for us to renew our spirit, and what America really truly is an exceptional country, and for that I am 

grateful," added Brewer. 

The day's events continued with a reception to honor USS Arizona survivors, later followed by a Final Toast ceremony.  

Four of the remaining nine USS Arizona survivors were on hand for this year's remembrance, to include Louis Conter, 93; Don-
ald Stratton, 92; Lauren Bruner, 94; and John Anderson, 97. Conter commented about his thoughts of the day and his experi-

ences as a survivor. "It is a good day," said Conter. "Good speakers, and some good information to remember to keep Pearl Har-
bor alive, that's the big thing. The ceremony was real good, and put together really well, and all of us should be thankful for what 

the veterans have done." Conter said he was happy to be able to meet with and speak to Governor Brewer. 

"I got a picture with her, and I'm glad to have met her," added Conter. 

The governor noted that she was honored to meet Conter and the other survivors. "To be here with the survivors, to see them 
and be able to speak to them is truly moving," said Brewer. Before the formal December 7 ceremonies, Brewer visited the USS 
Arizona Memorial, where she met diving team personnel working with the National Park Service, thanking them for their hard 

work. 

The dive team was preparing for the actual ceremony events, during which they transported original USS Arizona glassware 
used in a final toast by the USS Arizona survivors, descending and placing the glass inside the hull of USS Arizona. The cham-
pagne glass was previously on display at the Arizona State Capital in Phoenix, according to National Park Service representa-
tives on hand for the ceremonies. The governor also used this remembrance visit as an opportunity to interact with active-duty 

Sailors currently on the Pearl Harbor waterfront. 

Brewer embarked aboard the Virginia-class fast attack submarine USS North Carolina (SSN 777), where she met Sailors from 
across the nation, including a handful from Arizona, and witnessing firsthand what it takes to operate one of the most techno-

logically advanced submarines in the world. 

"It is absolutely amazing!" said Brewer. "It is so impressive to see so many people working as a team and so many different 
activities taking place that you don't realize is happening when you think about submarines. It makes me proud to see that our 

Sailors are so capable. Certainly it is not like the movies!" 

Many Sailors took the opportunity to meet the governor and she thanked them for their service. 

Information Systems Technician (Submarines) 3rd Class Khalid Alkazak, from Casa Grande, Arizona, was surprised to meet 

the governor of his home state. 

"It is interesting to see someone from my state, especially a governor, take an interest in submarines," said Alkazak. "I was hon-
ored to have met her!" The governor also attended a reception hosted by Rear Adm. Phil Sawyer, commander of Submarine 
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, where she met several current Arizonans stationed at Pearl Harbor assigned to the Pacific Submarine 

Force. A highlight of the evening came from the U.S. Pacific Fleet Band, performing the Arizona anthem, "I Love You, Ari-

zona." The governor and many other attendees joined in song. 

Brewer said she was moved by all she had seen over the course of her visit. 

"I'm grateful that I have been able to be here and participate in all the activities that I have been invited to," said Brewer. 

"I will certainly go back to Arizona and tell everyone of these wonderful events, what we participated in, what it was all about, 
the stories that I've heard about, and the impact that World War II had on our country," Brewer concluded. "And certainly of the 

people that made huge sacrifices - not only the men that died, but also the families." 

******************************************************* 



 

 

 

The hidden item for the December Word Search is: SEAT BELT WARNING LIGHT 

Printable Word Search Puzzles 

Weather 
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell an additional weather word. 

  

BAROMETER 
BLIZZARD 
CELSIUS 

CLOUDS 
COLD 
CYCLONE 
DOWNPOUR 
DRIZZLE 
DROUGHT 

FAHRENHEIT 

 

FLOOD 
FLURRIES 
FOG 

FORECAST 
FREEZE 
FROST 
HAIL 
HOT 
HUMIDITY 

HURRICANE 

 

ICE 
LIGHTNING 
MIST 

MONSOON 
OVERCAST 
RAIN 
SHOWER 
SLEET 
SNOW 

SQUALL 

 

STORM 
SUNNY 
TEMPERATURE 

THERMOMETER 
THUNDER 
TORNADO 
TSUNAMI 
TYPHOON 
VISIBILITY 

WINDY 
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