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Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday  March 12th, 2015 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, OR 

At 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday March 12th, 2015 

At VFW Post #4248 

        7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR    

At 1900     

No Chow This Month   
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Commander’s Corner 
March 2015 Sanitary:  

Last month one our shipmates, Ken Stephens, sent out an 
email informing us that he would be undergoing open heart 

surgery and would not be available for emails or other com-

munications. I don’t remember ever meeting Ken Stephens, 
so I looked him up on the USSVI roster, hoping to see his 

picture.  Unfortunately, Ken did not have his picture posted 

on his profile page. As I went through the USSVI roster I 

noted that less than a third of Blueback members have their 
picture posted with their USSVI profile.  As we navigate 

through this life, we remember names and faces of the peo-

ple we casually meet and then later we can’t put the name 
with the face.  This year I attended my 50th high school re-

union, and spent a considerable amount of time looking 

through my high school annual to figure out who was who. 

The USSVI base roster is a great tool for putting a name with 

a face.  It’s even better than a high school annual because 
you can post before and after pictures. With the before” pic-

tures we can all see you when you were young, lean and 

mean. The “after” pictures show us what you look like today.  
Because of distance, work and health not everyone can at-

tend our meetings but it would be nice to see their picture on 

the Blueback roster. 

The USSVI web site (https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp) is 

password protected and you can post your own pictures or 

send them to Dave Vrooman for posting. Dave said the pho-
tographs need to be a specific size (dpi) for posting on the 

site.  Dave has the software to size the picture and then post 

it to your profile.  Associate members are also listed on the 
site and they can post their pictures, too. I encourage all you 

to post your “mugshots” on your USSVI profile to make it 

easier for all of us old forgetful bubbleheads. 

George Hudson 

Base  Commander 

**************************** 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 15TH 2015 

1730:  E -Board Meeting. 

1830:  Chow served by the Base Ladies 

1900:  Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander 

George Hudson. 

Invocation:  Scott Duncan 

Flag  Salute : Commander Hudson 

Tolling of the Lost Boats: Jay Agler/ Arlo Gatchel 

Moment of silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI Purpose and Creed: Commander 

Hudson 

Introductions: 

Secretary Report E-Board Meeting: Dennis Smith 

Treasurer Report: Mike Worden 

Commander Report: Commander George Hudson 

Old Business : No old business 

50/50 Break 

Arlo Gatchel conducted an auction in a very professional 
manner as usual. Arlo auctioned several items for Valentines 

day gifts 

New Business:  Dave Vrooman presented a motion on the 

floor to have our summer picnic in August at Clackamett 

Park . Second by Arlo Gatchel motion passed. 

Gary Webb presented a motion on the floor to have the picnic 

the first Saturday in August. Sandra Musa second. Motion 

passed. 

Arlo Gatchel presented some DVDS to either borrow or pur-

chase. 

Good of the Order: Bob Walters asked the question about 

the Cemetery Flag Pole project. What is happening? Arlo said 

that he would get in touch with Tim Smart to see if the pro-

ject is moving forward. 

Dave Vrooman  reported on the USS OREGON SSN 793. 

The start construction date is Sept. 30th 2014. There is specu-
lation that the Construction Contract has been awarded to 

Newport News. 

Dave Vrooman brought up the subject of the vest name tags. 

Asked the question, do we need to have them? A motion was 

brought to the floor by Ray Lough to delete that requirement. 

Second Jay Agler. Motion passed 

Benediction: Scott Duncan 

Meeting adjourned: 1930 

Sailing List : Agler, Bell, Bryan, Collins, Daniels,  Duncan, 

Gatchel, Hudson, Jackson, LaPan, Lough, McLaughlin, Musa 
Sandra, Musa Bill, Smith Al, Smith Dennis, Shoesmith,  

Sumner, Thrall, Vrooman, Walters, Webb, Whitmarsh, 

Worden. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Dennis Smith 

Blueback Base Secretary 

Humor 
An Indian picks up a hooker off the streets of Sudbury.  
'How much you charge for hour?' he asks.   

'$100,' she replies. He says 'You do Indian style?' 

 'No' she says. 'I pay you $200 do it Indian style' 

 'No', she says, not knowing what Indian style is. 
 'I pay you $300' 'No', she says. 'I pay you $400' 

 'No', she says.  So finally he says, 'OK, I pay you $1,000 to 

do it Indian style..'  She thinks, 'Well, I've been in the game 
for over 10 years now. I've had every kind of request from 

weirdos from every part of the world. How bad could Indian 

Style be?' So she agrees and has sex with him. They do it 

in every kind of way and in every possible position. Finally, 
after several hours, they finish. Exhausted, the hooker turns to 

him and says,  'Hey, I was expecting something perverted 

and disgusting. But that was good.  
So what exactly is 'Indian style?'  

The Indian replies 'You send bill to Government.'  
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 

March Lost Boats 

USS Perch (SS-176) 

Lost on March 3,1942 near Java with no 

immediate loss of life, while on her 1st 

war patrol. She survived 2 severe depth 
chargings in less than 200 feet of water by 

3 Japanese destroyers. The crew aban-

doned ship and scuttled her. Of the 61 of-

ficers and men taken prisoner, 55 survived 

the war and six died as POWs. 

********************************* 

USS Grampus (SS-207) 

Lost on March 5,1943 with the loss of 71 

officers and men, on her 6th war patrol. She 

was lost in Vella Gulf, sunk after engaging 2 

Japanese Destroyers. 

 

********************************** 

USS H-1 (SS-28) 

Lost on March 12, 1920 with the loss of 

4 men as they tried to swim to shore after 

grounding on a shoal off Santa Margarita 

Island, off the coast of Baja California, 
Mexico. Vestal (AR-4), pulled H-1 off 

the rocks in the morning of 24 March, only to have her sink 

45 minutes later in some 50 feet of water. She was originally 

named the USS Seawolf before becoming H-1. 

********************************** 

USS Triton (SS-201) 

Lost on March 15,1943 with the loss of 

74 men. She was sunk north of the Admi-

ralty Islands during a fight with 3 Japanese 

Destroyers. Triton was the 1st boat to en-
gage the enemy in December 1941 off 

Wake Island, sinking 9 ships, 1 submarine 

and a destroyer. 

************************************ 

USS Kete (SS-369) 

Lost on March 20,1945 with the loss of 87 
officers and men at the end of her 2nd war 

patrol. Probably sunk near Okinawa, by a 

Japanese submarine that itself was subse-

quently lost. 

*********************************** 

USS F-4 (SS-23) 

Lost on March 25, 1915 with the lost of 

21 men. She foundered 1.5 miles off of 

Honolulu when acid corrosion of the  

(Lost Boats Continued Next Column) 

(Lost Boats Continued) 

lead lining of the battery tank let seawater into the battery 
compartment, causing loss of control. She was raised in Au-

gust 1915. 

******************************** 

USS Tullibee (SS-284) 

Lost on March 26,1944 with the loss of 79 

officers and men, on her 4th war patrol. It's 
believed she was a victim of a circular run 

by one of her own torpedoes. The lookout 

was the only survivor and he survived the 

war as a Japanese prisoner. 

******************************** 

USS Trigger (SS-237) 

Lost on March 26,1945 with the loss of 89 

officers and men, on her 12th war patrol. 

She was lost during a combined attack by 

Japanese antisubmarine vessels and air-
craft. Trigger ranked 7th in total tonnage 

sunk and tied for 8th in number of ships 

sunk. 

********************************* 
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Report: U.S. Undersea Dominance is in Jeopardy 
by Kris Osborn on February 11, 2015 

A new study says emerging submarine detection technologies, computer processing power and platforms such as underwater 

drones could quickly erode the U.S. military’s global undersea dominance and ability to operate in high-threat areas such as lo-
cations near enemy coastlines. The U.S. military relies upon submarines and undersea technological superiority for critical un-

derwater intelligence, reconnaissance and surveillance missions, which place assets near the surface fleet or coastline of a poten-

tial adversary. In coming years, the technological margin of difference separating the U.S from potential rivals is expected to get 
much smaller, requiring the U.S. the re-think the role of manned submarines and prioritize innovation in the realm of undersea 

warfare, according to a January report by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments titled “The Emerging Era in Un-

dersea Warfare.” 

“America’s superiority in undersea warfare results from decades of research and development, operations, and training. It is,  

however, far from assured. U.S. submarines are the world’s quietest, but new detection techniques are emerging that don’t rely 
on the noise a submarine makes, and may make traditional manned submarine operations far more risky in the future. America’s 

competitors are likely pursuing these technologies even while expanding their own undersea forces,” the report states. Navy offi-

cials told Military.com the service was doing all that it could to retain its undersea technological advantage. The U.S. has en-

joyed an undersea technological advantage because it has quieter submarines that are more difficult to detect — combined with 

advanced sonar technology designed to find enemy submarines, the report’s author told Military.com  

“At the end of WWII we did not have an undersea advantage. The Germans had developed submarines with snorkels and the US 

was searching for how they would deal with them. The new subs could avoid radar detection and were quiet when using their 

batteries. Then, nuclear submarines came along. Passive sonar worked really well against them because they make noise con-

tinuously.  Passive sonar works well against nuclear submarines and is less effective against diesels,” said Bryan Clark, the 
study’s author and senior fellow at CSBA. Submarines are built to be quieter and less detectable through special engineering 

techniques which reduce the resonance of sound from the propeller and place insulation and sound-absorbing mounts in parts of 

the boat which radiate sound, Clark explained. “This requires high-end manufacturing techniques. You engineer every compo-
nent on the ship to be quiet and engineer them such that the noise does not reach the hull,” he said. In the report, Clark details 

some increasingly available technologies expected to change the equation regarding U.S. undersea technological supremacy. 

They include increased use of lower frequency active sonar and non-acoustic methods of detecting submarine wakes at short 
ranges. In particular, Clark cites a technique of bouncing laser light or light-emitting-diodes off of a submarine hull to detect its 

presence. 

“The physics behind most of these alternative techniques has been known for decades, but was not exploited because computer 

processors were too slow to run the detailed models needed to see small changes in the environment caused by a quiet subma-

rine. Today, ‘big dat’” processing enables advanced navies to run sophisticated oceanographic models in real time to exploit 

these detection techniques,” Clark writes. If U.S. attack submarines, SSNs, or nuclear-armed ballistic missile submarines, 

SSBNs, equipped with the latest in quieting technology are unable to elude detection by potential adversaries – then strategists  

and planners might need to re-examine their roles and missions, the report suggests.“In the last 20 years there has been a dra-

matic increase in computer processing power and a miniaturization of computer processing. It used to be that some of these tech-

nologies could not be used in real-time. The ability to process and use information in real-time was not there. Processing power 

is now small enough and powerful enough to fit onto a platform,” Clark told Military.com As a result, Clark foresees a much 
greater use of low-frequency active sonar detection, a technology which can successfully detect submarines at greater distances 

than most current systems. 

“Most hull mounted sonars are medium band transmitting 1,000 to 10,000 hertz (Hz), whereas low frequency active sonar is less 

than 1,000 Hz. At lower frequencies you get longer ranges. At high frequency you get good resolution. At really high frequency 

you can get almost photographic like images,” Clark explained. With longer range frequencies, sonar systems can have greater 

success searching multiple areas concurrently, he explained. 

Underwater Drones In addition, the report points out that unmanned underwater vehicles, or UUVs, will increasingly be used  

for “covert coastal surveillance and mining” previously reserved for manned submarines. “Advances in battery and fuel cell 
technology are expected to enable non-nuclear submarines, UUVs and other undersea systems to operate for months submerged 

and power a growing number of sensors and other payloads. For example, the newest Japanese Soryu–class submarines will use 

lithium-ion batteries instead of air-independent engines for power when submerged,” Clark writes. The same improvements that 
are making submarine detection easier will also likely enable a new generation of sophisticated counter-detection technologies 

and techniques, the report says. “Against passive sonar, a submarine or UUV could emit sound to overcome its own radiated 

noise using a technique similar to that used in noise cancelling headphones. Against active sonars, undersea platforms could–by 

themselves or in concert with UUVs and stationary or floating systems–conduct acoustic jamming similar to that done by elec-
tronic warfare systems against radar,” the report states. Clark also sees a rapidly increasing ability for UUVs and manned sub-

marines to work in tandem.                                    (Dominance Continued on Page 5)   
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events Plan Ahead 

March 

12th — Base Meeting —No Chow this Month 

April  

11th — Base Meeting and Submarine Birthday Lunch 

May 

14th —Base Meeting —No Chow this Month 

June 

11th — Base Meeting 

July 

9th -— Base Meeting 

August 

8th —Picnic at Clackamette and Base Meeting, 11:00 AM 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

 

This Month in History (March) 

3rd — Star Spangled Banner made U.S. National 

            Anthem (1931) 

12th — Girl Scouts Founded (1912) 

19th — Iraq War Begins (2003) 

24th — Kosovo Campaign Begins (1999) 

31st —- Somalia Campaign Ended (1995) 

Last Reminded  

Dues were due by the 31st of December, you 

have been or will be dropped from the Blue-

back rolls, And remember you will no longer 

get the Sanitary, so guys get your $$$ in. 

Submarine Birthday Lunch 

The brunch will be on Saturday, April 11th, starting 

at 1130 hrs at,  The Claim Jumper 

18000 SW Lower Boones Ferry Rd 

Tualatin, OR 97224 
Claim Jumper's group menu will have several Choices, 
at $12.00 per person. The menu choices include vegetar-

ian, meat, fish and chicken dishes. 

Binnacle List 

One of our Blueback shipmates Ken Stephens underwent 

heart surgery on the 10th of February. He is home and 

healing. Ken was stationed on the Blueback in 1964-65.  

Ken and his wife Dianne reside in North Carolina, however 

they are in Arizona for the winter. 

 

Lets keep our ailing shipmates and family members in our 

thoughts and prayers as we go forward each day  

(Dominance Continued From Page 4) 

For instance, he explains how the Navy’s now-in-development Compact Very Lightweight Torpedo, or CVLWT, could be fired 
from UUVs as an offensive weapon.  The CVLWT is less than one-third of the size of the smallest torpedo currently operated by 

the Navy. “Although the CVLWT has a short range, large UUVs could carry it as an offensive weapon and exploit their small 

size and signature to maneuver the torpedo close to a target,” Clark added. “Similarly, small UAVs such as the Navy’s Experi-
mental Fuel Cell UAV have relatively short endurance but can be launched by submarines or UUVs close to adversary coasts. 

They can take advantage of continued miniaturization in electro-optical, infrared and radar sensors to conduct surveillance or 

electronic warfare missions.” 

Undersea communication technology is rapidly changing as well, potentially allowing submarines to remain somewhat stealthy 

while communicating with other submarines and surface forces. “Acoustic communications are increasingly able to operate over 
operationally relevant distances, while at shorter ranges LEDs and lasers could provide greater bandwidth. And new floating or 

towed radio transceivers enable submerged platforms to communicate with forces above the surface without risking detection,” 

Clark writes. Clark recommends the Navy consider the prospect of thinking about manned submarines as an undersea equivalent 
to aircraft carriers – meaning they could project power, provide support and send forth smaller UUVs for sensing and attack mis-

sions.                        

Daylight Saving Time Begins on the 8th of March 

St. Patrick’s Day is the 17th of March 
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NASA Wants to Send a Submarine to Titan's Seas 
Feb 12, 2015 08:03 PM ET // by Ian O'Neill  

 

In a sneak peek of a possible future mission to Saturn’s moon Titan, NASA 

has showcased their vision of a robotic submersible that could explore the 

moon’s vast lakes of liquid methane and ethane. 

Studying Titan is thought to be looking back in time at an embryonic Earth, 

only a lot colder. Titan is the only moon in the solar system to have a sig-
nificant atmosphere and this atmosphere is known to possess its own meth-

ane cycle, like Earth’s water cycle. Methane exists in a liquid state, raining 

down on a landscape laced with hydrocarbons, forming rivers, valleys and 

seas. 

Several seas have been extensively studied by NASA’s Cassini spacecraft 
during multiple flybys, some of which average a few meters deep, whereas 

others have depths of over 200 meters (660 feet) — the maximum depth at 

which Cassini’s radar instrument can penetrate. So, if scientists are to properly explore Titan, they must find a way to dive into 

these seas to reveal their secrets. 

ANALYSIS: Cassini Watches Clouds Blow Over Titan’s Sea 

At this year’s Innovative Advanced Concepts (NIAC) Symposium, a Titan submarine concept was showcased by NASA 

Glenn’s  

COMPASS Team and researchers from Applied Research Lab. 

Envisaged as a possible mission to Titan’s largest sea, Kracken Mare, the autonomous submersible would be designed to make a 

90 day, 2,000 kilometer (1,250 mile) voyage exploring the depths of this vast and very alien marine environment. As it would 
spend long periods under the methane sea’s surface, it would have to be powered by a radioisotope generator; a source that con-

verts the heat produced by radioactive pellets into electricity, much like missions that are currently exploring space, like Cassini 

and Mars rover Curiosity. Communicating with Earth would not be possible when the vehicle is submerged, so it would need to 

make regular ascents to the surface to transmit science data. 

ANALYSIS: Cassini Spies Wind-Rippled Sea on Titan 

But Kracken Mare is not a tranquil lake fit for gentle sailing — it is known to have choppy waves and there is evidence of tides, 

all contributing to the challenge. Many of the engineering challenges have already been encountered when designing terrestrial 
submarines — robotic and crewed — but as these seas will be extremely cold (estimated to be close to the freezing point of 

methane, 90 Kelvin or -298 degrees Fahrenheit), a special piston-driven propulsion system will need to be developed and a  

nitrogen will be needed as ballast, for example. This study is just that, a study, but the possibility of sending a submersible robot 

to another world would be as unprecedented as it is awesome. Although it’s not clear at this early stage what the mission science 

would focus on, it would be interesting to sample the chemicals at different depths of Kracken Mare. 

ANALYSIS: Titan’s ‘Magic Island’ Appeared Mysteriously From the Depths  

“Measurement of the trace organic components of the sea, which perhaps may exhibit prebiotic chemical evolution, will be an  

important objective, and a benthic sampler (a robotic grabber to sample sediment) would acquire and analyze sediment from the 

seabed,” the authors write. “These measurements, and seafloor morphology via sidescan sonar, may shed light on the historical 

cycles of filling and drying of Titan’s seas. Models suggest Titan’s active hydrological cycle may cause the north part of Kraken 

to be ‘fresher’ (more methane-rich) than the south, and the submarine’s long traverse will explore these composition variations.” 

A decade after the European Huygens probe landed on the surface of Titan imaging the moon’s eerily foggy atmosphere, there 

have been few plans to go back to this tantalizing world. It would be incredible if, in the next few decades, we could send a mis-

sion back to Titan to directly sample what is at the bottom of its seas, exploring a region where the molecules for life’s chemis-

try may be found in abundance. 

Humor 

A couple are at the airport in Phoenix , awaiting their flight. They are dressed in heavy boots, parka, scarf, mittens, and all ready 
to head home to the Canadian winter. An older American couple standing nearby are intrigued by their manner of dress. The 

wife says to her husband, "Look at that couple. I wonder where they're from?" He replies, "How would I know?" She counters, 

"You could go and ask them." He says, "I don't really care. You want to know, you go ask them." 

She decides to do just that, walks over to the couple and asks, "Excuse me, I?ve noticed the way you're dressed and I wonder 

where you're from?" The Canadian farmer replies, " Saskatoon , Saskatchewan " The woman returns to her husband who asks, 

“So, where are they from?" She replies, "I don't know. They don't speak English." 
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 Submarine John Warner (SSN 785) Coming to Life at Newport News Shipbuilding 

Feb 03, 2015  

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., Feb. 3, 2015 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Huntington Ingalls 
Industries (NYSE:HII) reached another milestone in the life of the company's newest 

Virginia-class submarine, John Warner (SSN 785), on Monday as the crew began mov-

ing aboard and ate its first meal prepared in the ship's galley. The submarine, named 

after former Senator John Warner, is in the final stages of construction and testing at 

HII's Newport News Shipbuilding division.  

"The in-service milestone is an important event in the life of the submarine John War-

ner," said Cmdr. Dan Caldwell, the submarine's prospective commanding officer. "The 

ability to work and live aboard the ship will give the crew the opportunity to become 

more familiar with the equipment they will operate and places us one step closer to our ultimate goal of taking this submarine to 

sea." 

Sailors prepared surf and turf for the 146-member crew that will serve aboard John Warner. They also received a congratulatory 

note from the ship's namesake and her sponsor, Jeanne Warner, that read: "May today's inaugural luncheon set a precedent to be 

repeated once a year … as a reminder of, and pay tribute to, all the PCU crews and shipbuilders whose dedicated skills built this 

magnificent submarine, SSN 785. The proud sponsor, Jeanne, and I are with you in spirit today and pass on the traditional Navy 

'well done.'" 

Construction of John Warner, the first Virginia-class submarine to be named for a person, began in 2010. The boat was chris-

tened Sept. 6. John Warner is 96 percent complete and on schedule to be delivered later this year. The submarine's next signifi-

cant construction milestone is initial sea trials, an aggressive series of operational tests that demonstrate the submarine's capa-

bilities. 

"This is a special milestone for the shipbuilders and the crew," said Jim Hughes, Newport News Shipbuilding's vice president of 
submarines and fleet support. "From now on, this ship will take on the personality of her crew as they move aboard. For the 

shipbuilders, it marks significant progress toward delivery and reminds us that we are not only building a warship, but a home 

for these sailors as they work to protect our country." 

The Warners also had 10 cakes delivered to the crew from Rowena's Specialty Cakes and Drizzles in Norfolk. "Because of my 

longstanding respect for Rowena as an individual and marvelous representative of the Hampton Roads region, I wanted to have 

her cakes served as part of the first meal ceremony," John Warner said. 

About Huntington Ingalls Industries   

Huntington Ingalls Industries is America's largest military shipbuilding company and a provider of manufacturing, engineering 

and management services to the commercial and non-commercial oil, gas and energy markets. For more than a century, HII's 
Newport News and Ingalls shipbuilding divisions in Virginia and Mississippi have built more ships in more ship classes than 

any other U.S. naval shipbuilder. Headquartered in Newport News, Va., HII employs approximately 38,000 people operating 

both domestically and internationally. For more information, please visit www.huntingtoningalls.com. 

************************************************************ 

Sub Builders Face Triple Threat: Ohio, Virginia, & VPM  
By SYDNEY J. FREEDBERG JR. on February 26, 2015 at 7:41 AM 

CAPITOL HILL: It’s a problem the US Navy wants to have, but it’s still a problem. If the service gets enough money both to 

build its top priority, the Ohio Replacement Program nuclear missile submarine, and to keep producing its vaunted Virginia-
class attack subs, then so much new work will be hitting the shipyards so rapidly that they’ll be hard-pressed to ramp up produc-

tion fast enough. 

There are just two shipyards in the country that can build nuclear-powered submarines, Virginia’s Newport News and New Eng-

land’s Electric Boat, which along with their network of specialized suppliers have recently ramped up to buildng two Virginias a 

year. But the Navy wants to start buying a bigger, more powerful, and correspondingly harder-to-build version of 
the Virginia no later than 2019. Then in 2021, the Navy will officially start its first Ohio replacement. That’s not just another 

sub: “An Ohio is about twice a Virginia in terms of the workload,” Assistant Secretary of the Navy Sean Stackley told reporters 

yesterday. 

“It’s a fairly steep growth [in production] compared to what it’s been in the past 10 to 20 years, absolutely, ” Stackley said when 

I pressed him on the point. 

Is it a potential bottleneck in production?                     (Continued on Page 8) 
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“I’m not using the term bottleneck,” Stackley said. “We’re ramping up to two Virginias a 

year. We’ve got the plans to continue to ramp up with the introduction of VPM (the Virginia 
Payload Module, which adds more missile launchers to the Virginia design) and Ohio Re-

placement. So we have to manage that….because it’s skilled labor we’re going to need, it’s 

investments in facility upgrades at both of our builders.” 

The two shipyards face a triple crunch, Stackley and the Navy’s top financial official, Vice 

Admiral Joseph Mulloy, told the House Armed Services subcommittee on seapower: 

First, they’re currently buying two Virginias a year to counter threats such as China, which is 

building subs “at a tremendous rate,” Mulloy said. 

Second, they’re “deep into design” of the Ohio Replacement, Stackley said, even though the 
first sub won’t be bought until 2021, so it’s ready in time to replace the 1980s-vintage Ohios before they get too old to sail. Bal-

listic missile submarines carry most of the nation’s nuclear deterrent and their replacement is the Navy’s top priority.  

Third, they’re designing the Virginia Payload Module, which lengthens the existing Vir-

ginia design to accommodate more cruise missiles. The deadline here is the 2026-2028 re-

tirements of all four SSGN guided missile submarines, which collectively carry 616 mis-

siles. 

On the upside, having many subs with a modest number of missiles, instead of four subs 
with 154 each, provides more flexibility and better fits the Navy’s new “distributed lethal-

ity” doctrine, Stackley noted. On the downside, quantity has a quality all its own. At 28 

missiles per Virginia Payload Module, and one VPM sub planned per year, replacing the 

lost capacity of the SSGNs will take exactly 22 years. 

So Stackley has subordinates studying whether it’s possible to start VPM production earlier 
than the current planned date of 2019, he told the subcommittee. That’s a new aspect he’s 

added to a broader ongoing study of how the shipbuilding industrial base can handle the 

ramp-up. 

“I would ask you to give us a couple of months to complete our review,” Stackley told the subcommittee, “and we’ll be ready to 

come back and give more specifics in the March-April timeframe.” 

“Mr. Secretary, we don’t have a couple of months,” replied the sub-friendly chairman, Virginia Republican Randy Forbes. 

(There’s a big push in Congress to get the year’s bills done on time for a change, Forbes reminded me on Tuesday). “We just 
want to help you try to close those gaps, so anything you could get for us in a quicker timeframe at least for this year might be 

helpful,” Forbes said gently. “I know you can only do what you can do.” 

************************************************ 

The USS Ohio being converted from a nu-

clear missile submarine (SSBN) to a conven-

tional missile one (SSGN). By 2028, all four 

SSGNs will have retired. 

Sean Stackley (left) and Rear Adm. Joseph 

Mulloy (right) 

The state of New Mexico has had a longstanding tradition with the U.S. Navy and its ships. More than 40 

Navy ships have had the honor of being named after the state, its cities, counties, Native Americans, and 

even some of its rivers. Three of the Navy’s nu- clear powered submarines have kept this tradition alive 

and well: the Los Angeles-class USS Albuquerque (SSN 706), the improved Los Angeles-class USS Santa 

Fe (SSN 763), and the Virginia-class USS New Mexico (SSN 779). Sailors from all of these submarines 
were together for a unique triple namesake visit Oct. 11–13, 2014. 

According to USS Santa Fe Committee Chairman Rick Carver, the three-sub crew visit was in the planning 

stages for about six months and really started to come to fruition after all three COs compared their oper-

ating schedules and confirmed that it was possible. With significant coordination and support from the vari-

ous committees, including the New Mexico Navy League, a packed schedule was set for each of the crews. 

The main focus was to show the crews a great time, to raise more awareness of the submarines, and to give a final salute to USS Albuquer-

que, which is scheduled to be decommissioned fall of 2015. 

“The citizens of New Mexico are very proud that the Navy has bestowed such great honors to the state,” said Dick Brown, USS New Mex-

ico Committee Chairman. “This visit was especially important to the city of Albuquerque, which has supported the officers and crew of USS 

Albuquerque ever since her launching and commissioning more than 32 years ago.” 

Part of USS Albuquerque’s visit included a lunch for its CO, Cmdr. Trent Hesslink, with Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce CEO 

Terri Cole, USS Albuquerque Committee Chair Jim King, and Albuquerque Mayor Richard Berry. 

“It’s a tremendous privilege to be here and have the opportunity to represent USS Albuquerque,” said Hesslink. “We thank the Chamber and 

the Navy League of New Mexico for their hospitality.” The three crews participated in various individual and combined events, including a 

cultural experience at Tesuque Pueblo Indian Cultural Center; school visits in both Albuquerque and Santa Fe; the Navy Birthday Ball at 

Sandia Pueblo’s resort near Albuquerque, with the three COs as the honored guest speakers;                  (Continued on Page 9) 
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the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta; receptions at Santa Fe Community College and the New Mexico History Museum; a visit to 

the rotunda in the state capitol building; and a chuck wagon-style BBQ at the Bonanza Creek Movie Ranch. “The ranch visit was a real hoot,” 

said Carver. “Our sub skippers were dressed in Old West style. Since 1955, the ranch has served as the location for numerous western movies 
and TV series, from Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid to Lonesome Dove.”  

USS Santa Fe Submariners participated in various community relations projects throughout the city of Santa Fe, including a meeting at Santa 

Fe City Hall with Mayor Javier Gonzales, visits with patients at the Santa Fe Cancer Clinic, and a visit at an American Legion Post. Of par-

ticular importance to USS Santa Fe’s crew was a return visit to Kitchen Angels, with which the crew has a special connection. “This is our 

adopted charity in Santa Fe,” said USS Santa Fe CO Cmdr. Timothy Poe. “This was the third time we have been able to contribute to Kitchen 

Angels and, to date, we have contributed $4,200.” 

The crew presented a check for $1,200 to the volunteer organization, which provides meals to people facing life-challenging conditions. 

“Working at Kitchen Angels was one of the best things we did, and the people there and what they do are just incredible,” said Lt. Darren 

Kurt. “The fact they plan each person’s individual needs and provide high-quality food is just flat out amazing.” 

For one USS Albuquerque Submariner, he enjoyed this trip for a different reason. 

“It’s always nice to come back home,” said Chief Fire Control Technician Ramon Escalante, a graduate of West Mesa High School in Albu-

querque. “I love that I am able to come back to the city where my career began and share my life in the Navy.” 

Lt. Nathaniel Pelletier, assigned to USS New Mexico, had similar thoughts. 

“Returning home reminded me how much I have learned since joining,” he said. “The Navy has given me many opportunities, and being able 

to return home and share my experiences was great. I also got to see my niece. She was 1 the last time I saw her and now she’s starting kin-

dergarten.” 

On the final morning of the visit, the COs spent an hour answering questions from callers on the “Bob Clark Morning Show” on radio station 
KKOB AM770. 

“Our radio call-in show provided a great venue to shed some light on life aboard a submarine,” said USS New Mexico CO Cmdr. Todd 

Moore. “The nature of the Silent Service’s mission challenges one to explain the vital services submarines provide. However, in New Mex-

ico, we found an enthusiastic and well-informed public.” 

“It was a great opportunity to share the airwaves with my fellow commanding officers,” said Hesslink. “As a group, we were better able to 

answer the questions and give the listeners a real feel for the work that we do.” 

“It was a pleasure to be able to discuss the history and importance of the three namesake submarines,” said Poe. “I was impressed at the sup-

port northern New Mexico has for the military, as evident from the calls and the people we met during the trip.” 

Some might consider celebrating the Navy’s birthday in New Mexico as unusual, and it was a new experience for the Submariners in atten-

dance. 

“Being in the middle of a landlocked state for the Navy Ball was different,” said Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class Dante Pulliam, assigned to USS 

Santa Fe. “I enjoyed seeing Sailors from all over the country, from retired to fleet returnees. One man was even more than 80 years old and 
had plenty of stories to tell.” 

For Electronics Technician 3rd Class Joshua Sutherland, assigned to USS Santa Fe, this was the first Navy Ball he had attended. 

“I enjoyed the Navy Ball, especially since it was the first one I have attended,” he said. “This one set the bar pretty high for all Navy Balls I 

will attend in the future.” 

The three-crew visit was capped off with a reception at the residence of New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez. The COs presented ship’s 

plaques to the governor, and Army Brig. Gen. Juan Griego, New Mexico Deputy Adjutant General, read a governor’s proclamation designat-

ing Oct. 13 as “New Mexico Submarine Fleet Day,” which just so happened to also be the Navy’s birthday. 

“Meeting the governor was a great experience that really showed how important the three submarines are to the state of New Mexico,” said 

Kurt. “All the people at the estate were extremely interested in the boats.” 
Each crew returned to its respective homeport with a new outlook and appreciation for the cities and state they represent. 

“I was, and still am, amazed at how much involvement the committees and residents have in the Navy and their support of all 

three submarine crews and their families,” said USS New Mexico Chief of the Boat, Master Chief Electronics Technician Steven 
Fritzler. “It was a great opportunity to show the residents of New Mexico their namesake submarines and crews are the best in 

the world.” 

A USS Santa Fe Submariner took his experiences from the trip with him back to his boat. 
“I felt as if the people welcomed all the Sailors with open arms and high spirits and treated us as if we were finally home,” said 

Electronics Technician 3rd Class Mathew Inniss. “It filled me with pride knowing when USS Santa Fe departs for deployment 

to fight for our country’s freedom, the people will be here at home rooting us on and awaiting our safe return.” 

The trip was the first simultaneous visit for these three submarine crews, and it was also likely the last where all three subma-
rines will be represented at the same time, as USS Albuquerque is scheduled to be decommissioned in the coming years. 

“We think we may have made history here in New Mexico as we doubt any other state has ever had a simultaneous visit of all its 

namesake ships,” said Brown. “And from a submarine standpoint alone, we know other states have three or more subs, but doubt 
they visited all at the same time.” 

Carver was pleased with the visit and believed everyone involved made lasting memories. 

“What we hope the crews will take away is New Mexicans are extremely proud and supportive of our undersea warriors,” he 

said. “We may not have an ocean, but we do have three submarines!” 
************************************************* 
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USA State Capitals  
Find and circle all of the USA State Capitals that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell a secret message - a Bill Vaughan quotation. 

ALBANY (New York) 
ANNAPOLIS (Maryland) 
ATLANTA (Georgia) 
AUGUSTA (Maine) 

AUSTIN (Texas) 
BATON ROUGE (Louisiana) 
BISMARCK (North Dakota) 
BOISE (Idaho) 
BOSTON (Massachusetts) 
CARSON CITY (Nevada) 
CHARLESTON (West Virginia) 
CHEYENNE (Wyoming) 

COLUMBIA (South Carolina) 
COLUMBUS (Ohio) 
CONCORD (New Hampshire) 
DENVER (Colorado) 

DES MOINES (Iowa) 

 

DOVER (Delaware) 
FRANKFORT (Kentucky) 
HARRISBURG (Pennsylvania) 
HARTFORD (Connecticut) 

HELENA (Montana) 
HONOLULU (Hawaii) 
INDIANAPOLIS (Indiana) 
JACKSON (Mississippi) 
JEFFERSON CITY (Missouri) 
JUNEAU (Alaska) 
LANSING (Michigan) 
LINCOLN (Nebraska) 

LITTLE ROCK (Arkansas) 
MADISON (Wisconsin) 
MONTGOMERY (Alabama) 
MONTPELIER (Vermont) 

NASHVILLE (Tennessee) 

 

OKLAHOMA CITY (Oklahoma) 
OLYMPIA (Washington) 
PHOENIX (Arizona) 
PIERRE (South Dakota) 

PROVIDENCE (Rhode Island) 
RALEIGH (North Carolina) 
RICHMOND (Virginia) 
SACRAMENTO (California) 
SALEM (Oregon) 
SALT LAKE CITY (Utah) 
SANTA FE (New Mexico) 
SPRINGFIELD (Illinois) 

ST. PAUL (Minnesota) 
TALLAHASSEE (Florida) 
TOPEKA (Kansas) 

TRENTON (New Jersey) 

 Hidden sentence in February Word Search 

“IN RESPECT TO AREA EUROPE IS THE SECOND SMALLEST CONTINENT IN THE WORLD” 


