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 Base Meeting for Submarine Birthday Lunch 

  April 11th, 2015 At 11:30  

AT The 

The Claim Jumper   

18000 SW Lower Boones Ferry Rd 

Tualatin, OR 97224 

There will be a short base meeting 

Lunch will cost $12.00 per person at the door for 

the main course. Coffee, water, etc free. 

If you want alcohol you must pay for it yourself  

mailto:gdhudson@aol.com
mailto:daveem1ss@frontier.com
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Commander’s Corner 

Need help planning a Boat reunion? 

Have you ever thought of planning a reunion for your subma-

rine?  I have coordinated two reunions for the USS Swordfish, 
one in 2003 and one in 2014.  With no one else stepping for-

ward I became the self-appointed planner and coordinator of 

the only two Swordfish reunions.  Our first reunion was at the 
USSVI “National Need Help Planning a Boat Reunion”? Con-

vention in Reno, Nevada in 2003.  I had no idea what to do, 

but most of the work was done for me by the USSVI conven-

tion planners: things like the hotel, entertainment, tours, etc.  
In 2014 I coordinated a second Swordfish reunion in Branson, 

Missouri.  I learned valuable lessons  

from  planning  the 2003 reunion, but still did not have the 

knowledge of how to make connections  and negotiate con-

tracts with hotels, entertainment and tour companies. So I  

contracted  the services of a professional reunion planner in 
Branson.  Since the professional  planner had local contacts 

she was able to give us a package at a better price than if we 

had planned it ourselves. You can see some pictures of the 

2014 Swordfish reunion on 
our Blueback webpage under 

“Ditty Bag.” 

When I began posting reun-

ion notices on various mili-

tary websites I was contacted 
by Debbie Stewart, owner of 

Your Military Reunion Con-

nection (YMRC).  YMRC 
has a Continuous  advertise-

ment in our USSVI American Submariner magazine.  YMRC 

conducts  reunion planner seminars all over the U.S. Besides 

the basic reunion training, planners  will  be listening to sales 
pitches from vendors who want military reunion business. 

This year YMRC is having a seminar in Portland, Oregon at 

the Airport Sheraton,  August  2 -5, 2015.   

The total cost for the seminar is $99 per person or $149 for 

couples.  According to Debbie Stewart, the vendors who par-
ticipate in the seminar pick up the cost of the hotel and meals.  

This price includes three nights in the hotel, meals and semi-

nar materials. I will be attending this seminar in August and 
hope to learn more about planning future Swordfish reunions.  

For me, the price is right and it gets me out of farm chores for 

a few days.  If any of you are interested, the YMRC web ad-

dress is www.ymrc.net. 

George Hudson 

Blueback Base Commander 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

March 12TH 2015 

1730: E-Board Meeting called to order by Commander Hud-

son. Members present Hudson, Webb, Smith, Worden 

1830: E-Board meeting adjourned. 

1900: Base Meeting called to order by Commander Hudson 

Invocation: Arlo Gatchel 

Flag Salute: Commander Hudson 

Tolling of the Lost Boats: Arlo Gatchel 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of the USSVI Purpose and Creed: Commander Hud-

son 

Introductions:  By all 

Secretary Report E-Board Meeting: Dennis Smith 

Treasurer Report: Mike Worden 

Commander Report: George Hudson: 

Dave Vrooman appointed by Commander Hudson as our new 

Store Keeper. Arlo Gatchel appointed by Commander Hud-

son as our new Chief of the Boat. Also deadline is approach-

ing for nominations for outstanding service awards. 

Old Business: Saturday August 8th  11:00 to 3:00 is Base 
Picnic at Clackamette Park. April 11th  11:30 is the Subma-

rine Birthday Brunch at The Claim Jumper. Cost is $12.00. 

Sandy Musa and Commander Hudson will place adds in two 
separate newspapers under events section about the picnic 

and invite Submarine Sailors. 

Dylan & Arlo brought us up to date on the Flag Pole Project. 

Ray Lough still working on looking for space to park the Pa-

rade Trailer. 

50/50 Break 

New Business:   Base will participate in Memorial Day Ser-

vice at Beaverton Park. We will do the Tolling of the Boats at 

the Albacore Memorial. 

There was a motion made and seconded and carried  to have 

Bill Bryan frame the Submarine Battle Flag Board. 

Good of  the Order: Bob Walters presented information  

about the new book that is out called “Trident Deception” 

Colly Collins informed us that there will be a petition out that 
will be requesting Oregon Lottery Money . The petition is 

requesting 5% of Lottery Money be set aside to assist 

Oregon Military Veterans for housing and medical and spe-

cial needs. 

Benediction: Arlo Gatchel 

Meeting Adjourned : 19:45 

Sailing List: Bryan, Bywater, E.H. Collins, Fitzgerald,           
Gatchel, Hager, Hudson, Jackson, McComiskey, McLaugh-

lin, Musa Sandra, Musa Bill, Nowland, Smith, Stowe, Sum-

ner, Thrall, Vrooman, Walters, Webb, Worden, Shoesmith. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Dennis Smith 

Base Secretary 

 

"We shall never forget that it was our submarines 

that held the lines against the enemy while our fleets 

replaced losses and repaired wounds."  
Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz, USN. 
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 
year 

April Lost Boats 

 

USS Pickerel (SS-177) 

Lost on April 3,1943 with the loss of 74 officers and men, 
while on her 7th war patrol. She was lost off Honshu. The 

exact cause of her loss has never been determined, but her OP 

area contained numerous minefields. 

Class: SS 172  

Commissioned: 1/26/1937  

Launched: 7/7/1936  

Builder: Electric Boat Co (General Dynamics)  

Length: 301, Beam: 25  

#Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 45  

Fate: Pickerel departed Pearl Harbor, HI., and after top-

ping off with fuel at Midway, Island on 22 March, and 

headed for the Eastern Coast of Northern Honshu and 

was never heard from again. 

USS Snook (SS-279) 

Lost on April 8,1945 with the loss of 84 officers and men. 
Snook ranks 10th in total Japanese tonnage sunk and is tied 

for 9th in the number of ships sunk. She was lost near Hainan 

Island, possibly sunk by a Japanese submarine. 

Class: SS 212  

Commissioned: 10/24/1942  

Launched: 8/15/1942  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

Fate: Snook was lost from unknown causes while conduct-

ing her 9th war patrol, in the South China Sea and Luzon 

Strait. 84 men lost. 

USS Thresher (SSN-593) 

Lost on April 10, 1963 with the loss of 112 crew members 

and 17 civilian technicians during deep-diving exercises. 15 

minutes after reaching test depth, she communicated with 
USS Skylark that she was having problems. Skylark heard 

noises "like air rushing into an air tank" - then, silence. Res-

cue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently recovered bits of 
debris, including gloves and bits of internal insulation. Photo-

graphs taken by Trieste proved that the submarine had broken 

up, taking all hands on board to their deaths in 1,400 fathoms 

of water, some 220 miles east of Boston. 

Class: SSN 593  

Commissioned: 8/3/1961  

Launched: 7/9/1960  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

Length: 279, Beam: 32  

#Officers: 16, #Enlisted: 96  

Fate: Thresher was lost while conducting sea trials off the 

New England coast. Probably due to a catastrophic flood-

ing casualty. 129 men lost. 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211) 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211) was lost on April 18, 1944 with the 
loss of 79 men off Saipan. Winner of 5 Presidential Unit Cita-

tions, Gudgeon was on her 12th war patrol and most likely 

due to a combined air and surface antisubmarine attack.  

Gudgeon was the first US submarine to go on patrol from 
Pearl Harbor after the Japanese attack. On her first patrol, she 

became the first US submarine to sink an enemy warship, 

picking off the submarine I-173. 

Class: SS 198  

Commissioned: 4/21/1941  

Launched: 1/25/1941  

Builder: Mare Island Navy Yard  

Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

Fate: Gudgeon was officially declared overdue and pre-

sumed lost on 7 June 1944. Captured Japanese records 

shed no light on the manner of her loss, and it must re-

main one of the mysteries of the silent sea. 78 men lost. 

USS Grenadier (SS-210) 

Lost on April 22,1943 near Penang, with no immediate loss 
of life. She was on her 6th war patrol. While stalking a con-

voy, she was spotted by a plane and dove. While passing 130 

feet, the plane dropped a bomb causing sever damage. She 
was lodged on the bottom 270 feet and the crew spent hours 

fighting fires and flooding. When she surfaced, she had no 

propulsion and was attacked by another plane. While she shot 

down the plane. When enemy ships arrived, the CO aban-
doned ship and scuttled the boat. Of the 61 crew members 

taken prisoner, 57 survived the war. 

Class: SS 198  

Commissioned: 5/1/1941  

Launched: 11/29/1940  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard  

Length: 307, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 6, #Enlisted: 54  

Fate: Grenadier was scuttled after being heavily damaged 

by a Japanese aircraft off Malay Peninsula. Her crew was 

taken prisoner by the Japanese. 4 died in captivity 
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Navy Corpsman to Receive Silver Star 
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. (NNS) -- Petty Officer 1st Class Kevin 
D. Baskin, a special amphibious reconnaissance corpsman with 3rd Marine Special Op-
erations Battalion, Marine Special Operations Regiment, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Spe-
cial Operations Command, will be awarded the Silver Star Medal for his heroic actions 
while deployed to Afghanistan in 2013. 
The award ceremony is scheduled to take place at the MARSOC headquarters aboard 
Stone Bay, Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., March 20, at 2:00 p.m. 
Baskin, a Lansdale, Pennsylvania, native, was serving with 2nd Marine Special Opera-
tions Battalion in support of Operation Enduring Freedom when his team was engaged by 
enemy combatants. Baskin exposed himself to accurate enemy fire numerous times, run-
ning into the kill zone to provide desperately needed aid to wounded Marines. Although 
being shot in the back himself, Baskin continued to treat the injured, while refusing to 
receive medical aid for his own injuries. Under intense enemy fire, while simultaneously 
directing the evacuation of the wounded Marines, Baskin along with partner forces, con-
tinued to lay down suppressive fire until every member of the team had evacuated the kill 
zone. His actions ultimately saved the lives of four of his team members. 
Major Gen. Joseph L. Osterman, commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Special Opera-
tions Command, will present the award. 

************************************* 

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. (March 20, 2015) 

Major Gen. Joseph L. Osterman, commander, 

U.S. Marine Corps Forces Special Operations 

Command, awards Hospital Corpsman 1st Class 

Kevin D. Baskin, special amphibious reconnais-

sance corpsman, 3d Marine Special Operations 

Battalion, the Silver Star Medal during a cere-

mony at Stone Bay aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

Baskin was awarded for his actions in Afghani-

stan April 25, 2013. (U.S. Marine Corps photo 

by Sgt. Scott A. Achtemeier) 

New US Carrier Radar Enters the Picture 
By Christopher P. Cavas 2:43 p.m. EDT March 23, 2015 

WASHINGTON — A move to develop a new family of sensors to replace aging air search radars on major US Navy ships has 

merged with the need for a lower-cost system on future aircraft carriers, officials revealed last week. 

Shoved aside in the shuffle is an expensive, high-powered radar system that now will be installed on only one ship. 

Northrop Grumman and Raytheon are each at work on a new enterprise air surveillance radar (EASR) intended to replace SPS-

48 and SPS-49 rotating radars on future ships and ships now in the fleet, primarily aircraft carriers and big-deck amphibious as-

sault ships. 

Each of the companies is working under a $6 million study and demonstration contract from the Office of Naval Research 
(ONR). The ONR studies, according to a Northrop press release, "will examine how an existing radar concept can be evolved to 

meet the EASR requirements." Northrop's contract was awarded in November 2013, while the Raytheon contract came last June.  

Now, according to the Navy's admiral in charge of carrier construction, the EASR will be installed on the second ship of the Ge-

rald R. Ford class, the John F. Kennedy, under construction at Newport News Shipbuilding. The EASR would replace the dual-

band radar (DBR), a powerful system once intended to be installed on all Ford-class carriers and Zumwalt-class destroyers, but 

now reduced to just the Ford. 

"We had already made a decision to truncate the DBR to only two ships," Rear Adm. Thomas Moore, program executive officer 
for aircraft carriers, told reporters March 18. That meant a search was on for a lower-cost radar to fit on the Enterprise, third ship 

of the new class. 

But in the fall of 2013, his office began looking at the possibility of fitting the EASR on the Kennedy. The move, Moore said, 

will potentially shave $180 million off the Kennedy's cost. 

The carrier won't be the first ship to receive the new radar, Moore said. Rather, the yet-to-be-named LHA 8 assault ship, in-

tended to be funded in 2017, will first carry it to sea. 

"This will be equipment already in the fleet," he declared. "The EASR radar we choose will be an off-the-shelf radar that we will 

tailor to the ships." 

But whether it's Northrop or Raytheon, the EASR radar has not yet been fielded. Northrop's EASR concept is being developed 

from a ground radar, the TPS-80 ground /air task-oriented radar (G/ATOR), under development for the US Marine Corps. 

Raytheon's radar modular assembly architecture is derived from the air and missile defense radar (AMDR) now under develop-

ment for the Navy to replace SPY-1 radars in new Aegis combat systems. 

The EASR, like the AMDR, is intended to be a scalable family of radars tailored to suit different sizes of ships. Unlike AMDR, 

EASR is planned to be backfitted on existing ships to replace older radars. 

Raytheon is also developing the DBR. Northrop, along with Lockheed Martin, was a losing competitor in the AMDR decision, 

awarded in 2013. 
                                 (New Radar Continued on Page 7) 
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events Plan Ahead 

April  

11th — The Submarine Luncheon & Meeting will be 

at the Claim Jumper in Tualatin: See Map Below 

May 

14th —Base Meeting — No Chow this Month 

June 

11th — Base Meeting — Chow this Month 

July 

9th -— Base Meeting — No Chow 

August 

8th — Picnic at Clackamette Park and Base Meeting, 

11:00 AM 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

 

Happening This Month (April) 

 

3rd — Good Friday 

5th — Easter Sunday 

6th — Army Day 

11th — Persian Gulf War Cease Fire (1991) 

15th — Income Tax Day 

24th— Arbor Day 

Submarine Birthday Lunch 

The brunch will be on Saturday, April 11th, starting 

at 1130 hrs at,  The Claim Jumper   

18000 SW Lower Boones Ferry Rd 

Tualatin, OR 97224 
Claim Jumper's group menu will have several Choices, 
at $12.00 per person. The menu choices include vegetar-

ian, meat, fish and chicken dishes. “SEE MAP” 

Directions to Restaurant; From either direction on I-5 

take the 290 exit and get on Lower Boones Ferry road 

and go south. The restaurant should be in sight.  

Bring your money, the cost for lunch is $12.00 per 

 Person. 

HOPE TO SEE A BIG GROUP 

Binnacle List 

Gary Curtis 

Gary is battling lung Cancer and has started a 3 

month treatment, then the doctors will determine the 

next step. Gary is home resting and hopes to be able 

to attend the Birthday Lunch. Give him a call. 

********************************* 

Gary Cox 

Gary went on eternal patrol March 26th at home. As 

some of you know, Gary was struggling with cancer 

for about 5 1/2 years now.  This last 6 months he has 

been failing slowly. 

********************************** 

         Roderick “Rod” B. Dotson 

14 April 1925  -  21 February 2015 

Roderick B. Dotson one of our Blueback shipmates and a 

WWII veteran went on eternal patrol in Tualatin, Ore-

gon 21 February 2015 after a prolonged illness. He was 

under Hospice care with his wife, Marian, at his side at 

the end. There will be a memorial service at Willamette 

National Cemetery on 10 April 2015 at 1030.  She would 

appreciate it we could be there.   
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Fast Attack Submarine To Become Moored Training Ship 

Staff, Marine Log, Mar 19, 2015 

Norfolk Naval Shipyard (NNSY) recently welcomed USS La Jolla (SSN 701) for conversion from an operational fast-attack 

submarine into a Moored Training Ship (MTS). The submarine was built by General Dynamics Electric Boat and commissioned 

in October 1981; 

MTSs are nuclear training platforms used to qualify new nuclear operators. La Jolla and USS San Francisco (SSN 711) are the 

next-generation MTSs for the Nuclear Power Training Unit in Charleston, SC. 

La Jolla's conversion process will require two complete hull cuts, separating the ship into three pieces, recycling a portion of the 

hull, and adding three new hull sections. The new hull sections will arrive from Electric Boat (EB) via barge and then be craned 

into the dock. The Navy says the work will include Virginia Class new construction philosophies and methods with a major de-
pot-level overhaul. EB's new construction techniques and expertise are also being used in the handling and installing of the new 

hull modules. 

"The biggest challenge for this project is coordinating the unprecedented volume of work on a submarine availability with over-

lapping planning effort while staying within aggressive schedule and budget constraints," said Steve Seligman, deputy project 

superintendent "To mitigate these challenges, the project team personnel actively participated in design development to mini-

mize execution challenges during the conversion." 

NNSY is also leveraging best practices and lessons learned provided by Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Mainte-
nance Facility Inactivation, Reactor Compartment Disposal, Recycling (IRR), because the conversion will dispose of or recycle 

a substantial portion of La Jolla. 

"The Navy is depending on the timely delivery of the next generation of Moored Training Ships to ensure the contingent of 

highly trained, nuclear officers and sailors meets demands from the fleet to support its nuclear powered carriers and subma-

rines," said Chrystal Brady, project superintendent. "This is a unique project which is crucial to ensuring fleet readiness in sup-

port of the Navy's primary mission." 

********************************************************** 

Another Dolphin for Israel 

January 13, 2015: In September 2014 Israel received the fourth of six Dolphin class submarines from Germany. This the first of 
three new Dolphins that have a fuel cell based AIP (Air Independent Propulsion) system which enables them to stay under water 

for over a week at a time. The Dolphins in general are also very quiet, and very difficult to hunt down and destroy. The first 

three Dolphins didn't have the AIP system.  

Germany continues to build Dolphin class boats for Israel, with the next one due to arrive in 2015 and the last one in 2019. The 

first three arrived in 1998-2000. The second three Dolphins cost about $650 million each, with Germany picking up a third of 
the cost on two of them. The first two Dolphins were paid for by Germany, as was most of the cost of the third one. This is more 

of German reparations for World War II atrocities against Jews.  

The three older boats have since been upgraded to include larger fuel capacity, converting more torpedo tubes to the larger 

650mm size, and installing new electronics. The fuel and torpedo tube mods appear to have something to do with stationing the 

subs off the coast of Iran. Larger torpedo tubes allow the subs to carry longer range missiles. The larger fuel capacity makes it 
easier to move Dolphins from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean. Although Israel has a naval base on the Red Sea, Egypt, 

until 2012, did not allowed Israeli subs to use the Suez Canal. So the Dolphins were modified to go around Africa, if they had to.  

As built the Dolphins could stay at sea for about 40 days (moving at about 14 kilometers an hour, on the surface, for up to 8,000 

kilometers). Larger fuel capacity extended range to over 10,000 kilometers and endurance to about 50 days. The 1,625 ton Dol-

phins can carry 16 torpedoes or missiles and have ten forward torpedo tubes (four of them the larger 650mm/26 inch size). The 
Dolphins are considered the most modern non-nuclear subs in the world. The first three cost $320 million each. All have a crew 

of 35 and can dive to a depth of more than 200 meters (660 feet). The Dolphin design is based on the German 209 class subs but 

has been so heavily modified that it is considered a different class and only Israel has them.  

In early 2014 Israel revealed that in 2013 its submarines spent 58 percent of their time at sea on combat missions while the rest 

of the time was spent for training. Israel currently has four Dolphin class subs in service. The Israelis also admitted that their 
subs sometimes go far (to Iran and the Red Sea) from their bases on missions. Give that Israel is not at war with anyone with a 

navy, these missions are probably related to collecting information on the ships and ports of potential enemies. That would in-

clude Syria, Lebanon, Iran, Sudan and so on. The navy revealed that the subs undertook 54 “special operations” in 2013 and that 
was a big increase from previous years. No details were given on what the special operations were but based on what kind of 

surveillance operations Israel has conducted in the past and what U.S. subs did in that area during the Cold War.  
(Continued on Page 7) 
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(Another Dolphin Continued From Page 6) 

The Israeli subs have probably been using their passive (listen only) sonar to collect information about ports and warships as 
well as deploying and retrieving larger electronic sensors placed underwater near where enemy ships operate. Israel may also be 

tapping underwater communications cables. For some of these operations the Israelis would use divers carried on the subs as 

passengers. Israel has a small force of naval special operations troops similar to the American SEALS and the British SBS.  

All of the Israeli subs are built in Germany, where the local media periodically pretends to be appalled at what the Israelis actu-

ally do with these subs. Thus back in 2012 revelations in German media that the Dolphin class boats were equipped in Germany 
with a special hydraulic ejection (from torpedo tubes) systems for launching missiles with nuclear warheads caused a stir. This 

was actually misleading, as well as being old news. The Dolphin class subs have long had the ability to launch Harpoon anti-

ship missiles and longer range cruise missiles from the torpedo tubes. It makes no difference if the warhead has high-explosives 
or a nuclear bomb in it. For over a decade Israel and Germany played down this capability. For example shortly after September 

11, 2001 Israel denied that it had submarines capable of firing cruise missiles equipped with nuclear warheads. But the U.S. 

navy had reported spotting such missiles being tested by an Israeli sub in the Indian Ocean before 2001.  

In 2000 it was widely reported that Dolphin class subs were being equipped with nuclear weapons. The 135 kilometer range 

Harpoon missiles were alleged to have been modified to carry a nuclear warhead and Israel. It was also asserted that Israel was 
developing a submarine launched 350 kilometer range cruise missile. Both of these weapons were launched from the subs tor-

pedo tubes. Since then Israel has developed a new cruise missile, with a range of 1,500 kilometers and carrying a 200 kiloton 

nuclear warhead. These nuclear equipped subs were to provide an extra degree of security as all other Israeli nuclear weapons 
were in land bases and, in theory, could be wiped out by a surprise missile attack. A nuclear missile equipped submarine at sea 

would be much more difficult to find.  

*********************************************************** 

(New Radar Continued From Page 4) 

 

With the Ford now becoming the only ship to operate the full DBR, the Navy will likely have difficulty training maintainers and 

servicing the system over the ship's planned 50-year service life. Moore said no decision has been made on back fitting the 

EASR onto the Ford. "We'll cross that bridge when we come to it," he said.  

The DBR, he noted, is simply more radar than the carriers need. "It's hard for me to imagine that if there hadn't been the DDG 

1000 program we would have picked the DBR," he opined. 

The EASR will meet most of the carrier's requirements, although there will be some capability shortfalls to be addressed. 

"EASR does basic functions — volume search, carrier traffic control," he said. "The DBR is much more powerful, especially in 

detect-to-engage mode, and it can do fire control. EASR cannot do that, so we'll have to add SPQ-9B radars. DBR also does 

periscope detection, and we'll have to look at that." 

The Ford is tracking toward delivery in March 2016, Moore said. Construction on the Kennedy has already begun, but the ship 
won't be delivered before June 2022. And even then, the ship won't have a complete combat system. Rather, the Navy plans to 

install a more modern and up-to-date system after the ship is in service, but before replacing the carrier Nimitz among the fleet's 

deployable flattops. The older carrier is set to retire in 2025. 

"We can have Newport News deliver the ship in 2022," he said, "then come back in for a second phase and install the combat 

system and C4I (command, control, communications and computers and intelligence) gear," he said. One of the systems that 

would be installed post-delivery is the EASR. 

"If I'd have to deliver the complete ship in 2022, I would have to go back to the DBR radar. Now I can compete that," Moore 
said. "In the nine years it takes us to build a carrier, combat system stuff can become obsolete. If we wait to the second phase we 

can get another two-to-three generations of technology — and we don't have to update as soon" later in her career. 

Construction is proceeding well on the Ford, Moore noted, and the ship is holding under its cost cap of $12.887 billion. Two of 

the four electromagnetic aircraft launch system catapults have been installed, and testing is going well. "I would rate that as 

green," he said, indicating satisfaction. 

The one outstanding issue still to be met is the ship's new advanced arresting gear (AAG), under development by General Atom-

ics. 

"AAG is the one thing I am watching the most," he said. "The period where the shipyard finishes testing goes slightly past the 

end of March, and we're working to bring that forward. 

"We've worked out all the problems with the water twister and have installed that on the ship," he said, referring to a key compo-
nent that needed to be redesigned, setting AAG development back a couple of years. "The problem now is concurrent testing at 

[the Navy's test facility in Lakehurst, New Jersey] while we're installing the system on the ship." 

******************************************** 
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War II: HMS Venturer Sinks U-864 

In late 1944, U-864 was dispatched from Germany under the command of Korvettenkapitän Ralf-Reimar Wolfram to take part 
in Operation Caesar. This mission called for the submarine to transport advanced technology, such as Me-262 jet fighter parts 

and V-2 missile guidance systems, to Japan for use against American forces. Also on board was 65 tons of mercury which was 

needed for the production of detonators. While passing through the Kiel Canal, U-864 grounded damaging its hull. To address 

this issue, Wolfram sailed north to the U-boat pens at Bergen, Norway. 

On January 12, 1945, while U-864 was undergoing repairs, the pens were attacked by British bombers further delaying the sub-
marine's departure. With repairs complete, Wolfram finally sailed in early February. In Britain, code breakers at Bletchley Park 

were alerted to U-864's mission and location through Enigma radio intercepts. To prevent the German boat from completing its 

mission, the Admiralty diverted the fast attack submarine, HMS Venturer to search for U-864 in the area of Fedje, Norway. 

Commanded by rising star Lieutenant James Launders, HMS Venturer had recently departed its base at Lerwick. 

On February 6, Wolfram passed Fedje the area however issues soon began to arise with one of U-864's engines. Despite the re-
pairs at Bergen, one of the engines began to misfire, greatly increasing the noise the submarine produced. Radioing Bergen that 

they would be returning to port, Wolfram was told that an escort would be waiting for them at Hellisoy on the 10th. Arriving in 

the Fedje area, Launders made a calculated decision to turn off Venturer's ASDIC (an advanced sonar) system. While use of the 

ASDIC would make locating U-864 easier, it risked giving away Venturer's position. 

Relying solely on Venturer's hydrophone, Launders began searching the waters around Fedje. On February 9, Venturer's hydro-
phone operator detected an unidentified noise that sounded like a diesel engine. After tracking the sound, Venturer approached 

and raised its periscope. Surveying the horizon, Launders spotted another periscope. Lowering Venturer's, Launders correctly 

guessed that the other periscope belonged to his quarry. Slowly following U-864, Launders planned to attack the German u-boat 

when it surfaced. 

As Venturer stalked U-864 it became clear that it had been detected as the German began following an evasive zigzag course. 
After pursuing Wolfram for three hours, and with Bergen approaching, Launders decided that he needed to act. Anticipating U-

864's course, Launders and his men computed a firing solution in three dimensions. While this type of calculation had been prac-

ticed in theory, it had never been attempted at sea in combat conditions. With this work done, Launders fired all four of Ven-

turer's torpedoes, at varying depths, with 17.5 seconds between each. 

After firing the last torpedo, Venturer dove quickly to prevent any counterattack. Hearing the torpedoes approach, Wolfram or-
dered U-864 to dive deeper and turn to avoid them. While U-864 successfully evaded the first three, the fourth torpedo struck 

the submarine, sinking it with all hands. 

Aftermath: 

The loss of U-864 cost the Kriegsmarine the U-boat's entire 73-man crew as well as the vessel. For his actions off Fedje, Laun-

ders was awarded a bar for his Distinguished Service Order. HMS Venturer's fight with U-864 is the only known, publicly ac-

knowledged battle where one submerged submarine sank another. 

****************************************************** 

5 FACTS EVERYONE NEEDS TO KNOW: 
A wise person once said . . .  

1. We all love to spend money buying new clothes but we never 

realize that the best moments in life are enjoyed without clothes. 

2. Having a cold drink on hot day with a few friends is nice, but 

having a hot friend on a cold night after a few drinks - PRICE-

LESS. 

3. Breaking News: Condoms don't guarantee safe sex anymore. A 

friend of mine was wearing one when he was shot dead by the 

woman's husband. 

4. Arguing over a girl's bust size is like choosing between Molson, 

Heineken, Carlsberg, & Budweiser. 

    Men may state their preferences, but will grab whatever is 

available. 

    AND 

5. I haven't verified this on Snopes, but it sounds legitâ€¦ A recent 

study found that women who carry a little extra weight live longer 

than the men who mention it. 

Late to Work 
 

Tom was in his early 50's, retired and started a second ca-

reer. However, he just couldn't seem to get to work on 

time. Every day, 5, 10, 15 minutes late. But he was a good 
worker, real sharp, so the Boss was in a quandary about 

how to deal with it. Finally, one day he called him into the 

office for a talk.  

“Tom, I have to tell you, I like your work ethic, you do a 

bang-up job, but you're being late so often is quite bother-

some."  

"Yes, I know Boss, and I am working on it."  

"Well good, you are a team player. That's what I like to 

hear. It's odd though, you're coming in late. I know you're 
retired from the Air Force. What did they say if you came 

in late there?"  

"They said, "Good morning, General."  
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Battle Tanker saves the day 
Published on 16 March 2015 LEUT Anthea Baczkowski (author), ABIS Jake Badior (photographer) 

Operation MANITOU 

HMAS Success has again proven her flexibility by providing short notice logistical help to a United States 6th Fleet Task Force 

operating off the east coast of Africa. 

 The tanker auxiliary oiler USNS Joshua Humphreys suffered a break-
down which, for a time, prevented her from refueling or re-supplying 

the vessels of Task Force 63. 

 With destroyer USS Oscar Austin and frigate USS Simpson running 

low on fuel, Success was directed to proceed south at best speed from 
the vicinity off the Yemeni Coast, to provide assistance. 

 Operations Room Officer Lieutenant Ian Manson received the order in 

the early hours of the morning. 
 "It was short notice and unexpected but that’s part of being on opera-

tions. It's great to have been able to assist our allies in remaining on 

task," Lieutenant Manson said. 

It took 60 hours for Success to reach the three vessels, and her em-

barked S-70B-2 Seahawk helicopter - call sign ODIN - launched early 
in the morning of 23 February and commenced transferring cargo from Joshua Humphreys to Oscar Austin. 

 Meanwhile, Success commenced a replenishment at sea - liquid with Simpson, passing over 450 cubic metres of F76 diesel and 

15 cubic metres of F44 aviation fuel. 

 On completion of the replenishment with Simpson, Oscar Austin was then supplied with more than 900 cubic metres of F76 
diesel, during two hours alongside. 

 ODIN returned to Success after successfully transferring 106 pallets over almost five hours in the air. 

 Success’s Flight Commander, Lieutenant Commander Lee Prichard, was extremely happy with the day’s work conducting what 
are known as vertical replenishments. 

 "Opportunities for large-scale replenishments like this are rare in the Royal Australian Navy, so it was a great opportunity to 

build up our numbers and hone our skills,’ Lieutenant Commander Prichard said. 
 Once Oscar Austin had received all her fuel, Task Force 63 departed to continue its original mission after almost eight hours of 

continuous replenishment operations. 

Riding considerably higher in the water after passing more than 1,200 tonnes of cargo and fuel, Success moved on for her next 

tasking. 

 Success remains on Operation MANITOU in the Middle East until her return to Fleet Base East in June. Success’s flexible task-
ing includes support for Task Force 53, which provides logistical support for allied ships in the region, and as an integral unit of 

Combined Task Force 150, contributing to maritime security and counter terrorism, as part of the Combined Maritime Forces.  

******************************************************* 

The Navy Invented Sex 
A Marine and a sailor were sitting in a bar one day arguing over 

which was the superior service.  

After a swig of beer the Marine says, 'Well, we had Iwo Jima.'  

Arching his eyebrows, the sailor replies, 'We had the Battle of 
Midway. 'Not entirely true', responded the Marine. 'Some of 

those pilots were Marines, in fact, Henderson Field on Guadal-

canal was named after a Marine pilot killed at the Battle of 

Midway.'  

The sailor responds, 'Point taken.' The Marine then says, 'We 
Marines were born at Tunn Tavern!' The sailor, nodding agree-

ment, says, 'But we had John Paul Jones.'  

The argument continued until the sailor comes up with what he 

thinks will end the discussion. With a flourish of finality he 

says...... 'The Navy invented sex!' The Marine replies, 'That is 

true, but it was the Marines who introduced it to women.'  

 

 

 

 

Right, I 

Said Turn 

Right 

 

http://news.navy.gov.au/en/Mar2015/Operations/1885/Battle-Tanker-saves-the-day.htm?tpid=20&tpl=13
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Pizza 
Find and circle all of the pizza ingredients and toppings that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell four additional pizza toppings. 

The hidden sentence for the March Word Search is:  

A CITIZEN OF AMERICA WILL CROSS THE OCEAN TO FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY, BUT WON'T CROSS THE 

STREET TO VOTE IN A NATIONAL ELECTION 

ARTICHOKE HEARTS 
ASIAGO 

ASPARAGUS 

BACON 

BANANA PEPPERS 
BASIL 

BELL PEPPERS 

BLACK OLIVES 

BROCCOLI 

 

CRUST 
EGGPLANT 

FETA 

GARLIC 

GOAT CHEESE 
GOUDA 

GREEN OLIVES 

GROUND BEEF 

HAM 

 

JALAPENOS 
MONTEREY JACK 

MOZZARELLA 

MUSHROOMS 

OLIVE OIL 
ONIONS 

OYSTERS 

PARMESAN 

PEPPERONI 

 

PROVOLONE 
RICOTTA 

SALAMI 

SAUSAGE 

SHRIMP 
SPINACH 

TOMATO SAUCE 

TOMATOES 

ZUCCHINI 


