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patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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 Executive Board Will Meet:  

Thursday  May 14th, 2015 

At VFW Post #4248 

7118 SE Fern — Portland, 

OR 

At 1730 

Blueback Base Meeting 

Thursday May 14th, 2015 

At VFW Post #4248 

        7118 SE Fern —Portland, OR    

At 1900    

  No Chow This Month   

mailto:gdhudson@aol.com
mailto:daveem1ss@frontier.com


VENTING SANITARY  Inboard — May 2015 — Page 2 

 

Commander’s Corner 

May 2015 

MEMORIAL DAY  

Memorial Day was origi-
nally called Decoration 

Day and was born out of 

the Civil War to honor sol-

diers and sailors who died 
during that war.  The first 

official proclamation for 

Decoration Day was made in 1868 by General John Logan, 
national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

General Logan designated May 5th as Decoration Day. Over 

the years Decoration Day became a day to remember fallen 
soldiers and sailors in all of America’s wars. The name was 

eventually changed to Memorial Day, and in 1966  

President Lyndon Johnson declared Memorial Day as a na-

tional holiday. 

On May 25th we will honor our war dead in the Memorial 

Day ceremony at the Beaverton Memorial Veterans Park.  All 

fallen veterans will be honored in the first ceremony con-
ducted by the American Legion Post 124.  After the Legion 

ceremony we will conduct a “Tolling of the Boats” ceremony 

honoring our brothers on Eternal Patrol. Tolling of the Boats 
ceremony will take place at the USS Albacore memorial. 

Please join us if you are able. 

********* 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are looking for volunteers to fill 

two Blueback Base staff positions, 

Ways and Means Officer and 

Editor of the Sanitary Newsletter. 

According to the Blueback Policies 
and Procedures Manual one the du-

ties of the Ways and Means Officer  

is to Chair a committee to find 
ways of fundraising and report funding ideas to the E-Board 

for approval or disapproval. The policy manual specifies 

other duties; however some of the duties have been taken up 

by other positions.  These other duties include submitting an 
annual budget report, maintain a base inventory list and con-

duct the 50/50 Raffle at regular meetings.  Our Treasurer and 

Storekeeper have been handling these additional duties.  The 
most important duty of the Ways & Means Officer is chairing 

a fundraising committee to keep the base going financially.  

The second position we need to fill is Sanitary Editor.  Bob 

Sumner is our current Sanitary editor and because of health 

issues he would like pass the job on to someone else.  Bob 
has been the editor for three years and has done an out-

standing job.  We all enjoy our newsletter and it also serves 

to keep our shipmates who are unable to attend the meetings 

informed. 

If anyone is interested in either of these two positions please 
contact me or an E-Board member.   

                  George Hudson, Base Commander 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 

April 11TH 2015 

1130: Meeting called to order by Commander Hudson 

Invocation by Scott Duncan 

Flag Salute Commander Hudson 

Tolling of the Lost Boats Jay Adler/ Commander Hudson 

Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

Reading of USSVI Purpose  and  Creed by Commander Hud-

son 

Meeting was held at the Claim Jumper Restaurant in Tualatin, 

to celebrate US Submarine Birthday.  

Food was very good. Everybody had a great time. Fifty six 

were in attendance.  

Commander Hudson presented some Holland Club Certifi-

cates.  

Benediction: Scott Duncan 

Meeting adjourned .  

 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Dennis Smith 

Base Secretary 

Congress Adds Cash to Special Account to 

Build New Nuclear Submarines 
By Kris Osborn | Monday, April 20th, 2015 8:36 pm 

Posted in Naval  

Congress plans to add money into a special fund established 
this year for the purpose of paying for the Navy’s next-

generation, nuclear-armed ballistic missile submarines, the 

Ohio Replacement Program. 

The 2015 National Defense Authorization Act established the 

National Sea-Based Deterrence Fund as an account created 
specifically to fund the program; however, it did not receive 

funding in the initial budget request. 

Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va., chairman of the House Armed 

Services Committee Seapower and Projection Forces sub-

committee, told Military.com that his Congressional subcom-
mittee will add money to the fund as part of its current mark-

up of the 2016 defense bill.  

“We’re going to put some dollars in that this year. As you 

know we’ve wanted to get that fund established,” Forbes 

said. “I think this year you will see us actually putting dollars 
in there and increasing the opportunity for the Department to 

put additional dollars in there down the road.” 

The exact amount of the mark-up has yet to be revealed. Con-

gressional and Navy leaders wanted to create the fund to 

separate its spending line from the Navy’s formal shipbuild-

ing budget in order to avoid depleting needed shipbuild-

ing accounts. If the funding for the Ohio Replacement 

program would have come from the Navy’s annual ship-

building budget—    (Continued on Page 4) 

http://www.dodbuzz.com/author/kris-osborn/
http://www.dodbuzz.com/category/naval-warfare/
http://www.military.com/Community/Home/1,14700,NAVY,00.html
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“ALL GAVE SOME — 

SOME GAVE ALL” 
  

Remember our shipmates on eternal patrol through out the 

May Lost Boats 

 

USS Lagarto (SS-371) 

Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss of 86 men near the Gulf 

of Siam. On her 2nd war patrol, she is believed to have been 

lost to a radar equipped minelayer. This minelayer was sunk 
by the USS Hawkbill 2 weeks 

later. 

Class: SS 285  

Commissioned: 10/14/1944  

Launched: 5/28/1944  
Builder: Manitowoc Ship-

building Co  
Length: 312, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 10, #Enlisted: 71  
Fate: Baya tried to contact Lagarto and she made no re-

ply. Japanese records state that during the night of 3-4 

May, mine layer Hatsutaka attacked a U.S. submarine in 

that location, it is presumed that Lagarto perished in bat-

tle with all hands. 85 men lost. 

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) 

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) was returning to Norfolk, VA. 

from a Mediterranean deployment. On May 22,1968 she re-
ported her position to be about 50 miles south of the Azores. 

Scorpion was never heard from 

again. The exact cause of her 
loss has never been determined. 

99 officers and men were lost. 

Class: SSN 588  

Commissioned: 7/29/1960  

Launched: 12/29/1959  

Builder: Electric Boat Co 

(General Dynamics)  

Length: 252, Beam: 32  

#Officers: 8, #Enlisted: 75  

Fate: Shortly after midnight of 22 May 1968,She indicated 

her position to be about 50 miles south of the Azores. Her 

last transmission ended at 0302. Later information has 

determined the time of the hull collapse as 1842 UDT on 

22 May, 1968 at a depth of 1525 feet 

USS Squalus (SS-192) 

USS Squalus suffered a catastrophic valve failure during a 

test dive off the Isle of Shoals. Partially flooded, the subma-
rine sank to the bottom and came to rest keel down in 240 

feet of water. Commander Charles Momsen and Navy divers 

on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 33 survivors use the div-
ing bell he invented. 26 men drowned in the after compart-

ments. Later Squalus was raised and recommissioned as the 

USS Sailfish. In an ironic turn of fate, Sailfish sank the Japa-
nese aircraft carrier carrying surviving crew members from 

Sculpin, which had located Squalus in 1939. Only one of sur-

vived after spending the rest of the war as slave laborers in 

Japan.           (Continued in Next Column)  

(USS Squalus Continued From Previous Column) 

USS Squalus (SS-192) 

Class: SS 188  

Commissioned: 3/1/1939  

Launched: 9/14/1938  

Builder: Portsmouth Navy 

Yard  

Length: 311, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 5, #Enlisted: 50  

Fate: Sailfish was sold for 

scrapping to Luria Brothers 

of Philadelphia, PA. Her 

conning tower stands as a 

memorial to the lost crew of the USS Squalus at the Ports-

mouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, ME. 

USS Stickleback (SS-415) 

Lost on May 30, 1958 when it sank off Hawaii while under 

tow after collision with USS Silverstein (DE-534). The entire 

crew was taken off prior to 

sinking. 

Class: SS 285  

Commissioned: 3/29/1945  

Launched: 1/1/1945  

Builder: Mare Island Navy 

Yard  

Length: 312, Beam: 27  

#Officers: 10, #Enlisted: 71  

Fate: She holed her port side. All crew were removed and 

efforts were made to save the submarine. Compartments 

flooded, but even with lines tied around her, she sank in 

1800 fathoms of water. 
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The Rogue-Umpqua Base  

Newly established base in Southern Oregon will meet 

on May 29th and we have a special guest speaker. 
 I strongly encourage you to read the attached and also 

ask that you pass it along to your membership.  If you have 

RVers or pilots in your group, they may be interested.  If 
you have WW II history enthusiasts, they may be inter-

ested.  If you want to come to Oregon in the Spring, when the 

weather is perfect, you may be interested.  The Pacific Coast 

is nearby and the wineries are all over the place. 
 Please share this with your contact list and with your base 

members.  Remember, the last Friday in May - (no it is not 

the Holiday Weekend).  Special room rates, have to be re-
served by May 15th.  We need your RSVP for the meeting by 

the 25th so that the Casino will know how much food to pre-

pare. We hope to see you! 
 

Ken Earls, Commander 

Rogue-Umpqua Base 

ken_earls@msn.com 

541-630-0885 - Home Office 

928-308-4488 - Mobile phone  

(Congress Adds Cash Continued From Page 2) 

– it would have devastated the Navy’s overall long-term 

plans for the fleet, officials have said. 

Rear Adm. Joseph Tofalo, Director of Undersea Warfare, 

said there is historical precedent for the U.S. coming up with 

innovative funding strategies for undersea nuclear deterrence. 

He cited the original Ohio-class ballistic missile submarines 
first built in the 1980s and the first nuclear armed submarines 

first built in the early 1960s, called “41 for Freedom. 

The Navy is going to need top line relief in order to accom-

plish the ship building program.  When ’41 for freedom,’ and 

then the Ohio-Class, were built, the Navy received about $5 
to $7 billion per year in additional funding for ship building. 

When you compare those years to all other post-Korean war 

years, you see that top line relief is historically consistent 
with what has happened over time. The issue is the additional 

resources and that is the conversation that is going on, Tofalo 

said.  Slated to serve through 2085 
the Ohio Replacement  program, the nuclear submarine is 

scheduled to begin construction by 2021. Requirements work, 

technical specifications and early prototyping have already 

been underway at General Dynamics Electric Boat. 

Designed to be 560 feet long and house 16 Trident II D5 mis-

siles fired from 44 foot long missile tubes. Ohio replacement 
submarines will be engineered as a stealthy, high-tech nuclear 

deterrent. 

Production for the lead ship in a planned fleet of 12 Ohio Re-

placement submarines is expected to cost $12.4 billion — 

$4.8 billion in non-recurring engineering or development 

costs and $7.6 billion in ship construction, the plan states. 

 .                        (Continued Next Column) 

(Continued from Prior Column) 

The Navy hopes to build Ohio Replacement submarine num-

bers two through 12 for $4.9 billion each. 

Detailed design for the first Ohio Replacement Program is 

slated for 2017. The new submarines are being engineered to 

quietly patrol the undersea domain and function as a crucial 

strategic deterrent, assuring a second strike or retaliatory nu-

clear capability in the event of nuclear attack. 

 Citing the Ohio Replacement Program’s electric drive tech-

nology as a vital part of its ability to stay quieter and on pa-

trol through the 2080s, Tofalo said discussions to fund the 

program were going well. 

“When the new strategy comes into effect we are going to 
have 70-percent of our nation’s account able nuclear war-

heads with the submarine force. This is a ship that is going to 

be on patrol through the 2080s – it is a tremendous return for 

the American taxpayer when you talk about preventing major 

power war,” Tofalo added. 

The Navy is building 12 Ohio Replacement submarines 

to replace 14 existing Ohio-class nuclear-armed boats be-

cause the new submarines are being built with an im-

proved nuclear core reactor that will better sustain the subma-

rines, officials have said. 

As a result, the Ohio Replacement submarines will be able to 
serve a greater number of deployments than the ships they 

are replacing and not need a mid-life refueling in order to 

complete 42 years of service. 

Electric Boat and the Navy are already progressing on early 

prototype work connecting missile tubes to portions of the 
hull, officials said.  Called integrated tube and hull forging, 

the effort is designed to weld parts of the boat together and 

assess the ability to manufacture key parts of the submarine 

before final integration. 

In 2012, General Dynamics Electric Boat was awarded a five
-year research and development deal for 

the Ohio Replacement submarines with a value up to $1.85 

billion. The contract contains specific incentives for lowering 
cost and increasing manufacturing efficiency, Navy and Elec-

tric Boat officials said. 

The successful creation of this fund could raise questions 

among Army and Air Force leaders seeking for ways to fund 

some of their top dollar, high-priority programs. For example, 
the Air Force might seek top line relief for its new bomber 

program and the Army might wish for funds to pay for its 

next-generation helicopter program – Future Vertical Lift.  

*********************** 

Aeronautical Humor 

Progress in airline flying: now a flight attendant can 

get a pilot pregnant. 

When one engine fails on a twin-engine airplane you always 

have enough power left to get you to the scene of the crash. 

A politician will do anything to keep his job -- even become 
a patriot. William Randolph Hearst 

mailto:ken_earls@msn.com
tel:541-630-0885
tel:928-308-4488
http://www.military.com/equipment/ssbn-fleet-ballistic-missile-submarine
http://www.military.com/Community/Home/0,14700,ARMY,00.html
http://www.military.com/Community/Home/1,14700,AIRFRC,00.html
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Good for the Order 

FYI — Up Coming Events Plan Ahead 

May 

14th —Base Meeting — No Chow this Month 

 

 

 

 

25th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 

11th — Base Meeting — Chow this Month 

July 

9th -— Base Meeting — No Chow this Month 

August 

8th — Picnic at Clackamette Park and Base Meeting, 

11:00 AM 

USSVI  DUES 

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 Yr. $20.00 $15.00 

3 Yr. pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

5 Yr. pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr. 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 Yrs. $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 Yrs. $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 Yrs. $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

 

Important Dates This Month (May) 

8th — V-E Day Declared (1945) 

10th —Mothers Day 

15th —Woman’s Army Corps Founded (1942)  

16th — Armed Forces Day 

25th — Memorial Day (Observed) 

30th — Memorial Day 

Beaverton Memorial Service 

Per Adjutant Fred Myer, American Legion Post 124: 

 The American Legion ceremony will start at 1100 hrs, 

Monday, May 25, 2015. The Legion expects their program 

to last about an hour.  We will have our "Tolling of the 

Boats" ceremony immediately after the Legion ceremony 

at the Albacore memorial.  The American Legion will 

have a couple of small bleachers set up at the Albacore. 

 Veterans Memorial Park 

7th and Watson 

Beaverton, OR 97005 

Our shipmates should wear their hats and vests and try 

to sit together during the American Legion ceremony.   

 Thanks, George 

Map 

Sanitary Editor 

Crew of the Blueback Base, we need someone to step for-

ward to be the editor of the monthly Sanitary News Letter. I 

the current editor have enjoyed putting the news letter to-
gether for the past 3 years, however with some health issues, I 

feel it is time for me to step back and let someone else have 

the pleasure of the editors job.  Thank You 

French Humor 

French Ban Fireworks at Euro Disney 

The French Government announced today that it is imposing 

a ban on the use of fireworks at Euro Disney. The decision 

comes the day after a nightly fireworks display at the park, 

located just 30 miles outside of Paris, caused the soldiers at a 
nearby French Army garrison to surrender to a group of 

Czech tourists.             ************ 

The AP and UPI reported that the French Government an-

nounced after the London bombings that it has raised its ter-

ror alert level from Run to Hide. The only two higher levels 
in France are Surrender and Collaborate. The rise in the alert 

level was precipitated by a recent fire which destroyed 

France's white flag factory, effectively disabling their mili-

tary. 

Take 217 to exit 2A and then go south on Frontage RD to SW 5th St. then 

go west on 5th St. to SW Watson and turn left on Watson, Go to 7th St.  
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OREGON HISTORY  
From the Oregonian 22 April, 2015 

USS Oregon remains a war hero By John Killen The Oregonian/OregonLive As many Portlanders know, we’ll always be safe 

from naval attacks here in the Rose City because we have our own submarine.  

The USS Blueback makes its home at the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry along the east bank of the Willamette River, 

ready to torpedo any seaborne, er, riverborne assaults at a moment’s notice.  

Well, maybe more than a moment’s notice, given that the Blueback is a static display and hasn’t been to sea in more than 20 

years. It might take awhile to convert it back into a fighting vessel.  

But while you probably know about the Blueback, what you may not know is that we also used to have our own battleship, too. 

In fact, it was anchored just across the Willamette from where the Blueback now sits.  

From June 1925 to 1942, the USS Oregon, which distinguished itself in the Spanish-American War and then came out of 
mothballs for a period during World War I, was on display in the Willamette, first near the east end of the Broadway Bridge and 

later in the “bowl” area just south of the west end of the Hawthorne Bridge.  

Where fans of the annual Waterfront Blues Festival now listen to music every Fourth of July, tourists and others used to queue 

up for tours of the Oregon, which was completed in 1893 and commissioned in 1896.  

The Oregon first went to war in 1898 and, according to the Oregon Encyclopedia, distinguished itself in the Battle of Santiago 

de Cuba, where the U.S. defeated Spain.  

The ship was decommissioned in 1903 but then made a brief comeback as a reserve vessel during World War I. Then it was de-

commissioned for good and came to Portland as a memorial at the request of the state.  

It served in that role until shortly after the bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, when the federal government decided it 

was worth more as scrap metal. It was partly scrapped, then towed to Guam, where it was used for ammunition storage. It was 

finally scrapped for good in the 1950s.  

Today, little remains of the USS Oregon, but the ship’s mast and bow plate are on display in Tom McCall Waterfront Park be-
tween the Morrison and Burnside bridges. There, according to the Oregon Encyclopedia, they “recognize all who fought and 

died in the Spanish-American War and the contribution the U.S.S. Oregon made in its victory.”  

The mast of the USS Oregon remains on display in Tom McCall Waterfront Park. 

*********************************************** 

White and blue crackerjacks moving forward 
The good news: Officials have the money for the long-awaited reboot of dress whites and dress 

blues. The bad news: The money isn't available until 2016. Money problems and a decision to 

roll-out new women's jumper-style dress blues in tandem with the men's have delayed the roll-

out by a year for service dress blues; service dress whites will be delayed for two years. 

Men and women, E-6 and below, will be able to buy the service dress blues at the Navy Ex-
change in early 2016, said Capt. Janet Bristol, head of the Uniform Matters Office. The uni-

forms are likely to be issued to recruits beginning Oct. 1, 2016, the start of fiscal year 2017. 

Funding for the crackerjack whites is earmarked for fiscal 2017. 

"We are definitely going forward with it," she said in a recent interview. "We are still formaliz-

ing some of our final decisions on the timing and rollout schedule, but the funding is in place, the uni-

forms will be coming and I think the sailors will enjoy the new features." 

The dress blues sport sure-to-be popular updates like a front zipper on the trousers that renders the 13 buttons purely decorative, 
and a side zipper on the blouse. The dress whites are set for the largest redesign in decades and will have tailored cuffs and pip-

ing that matches the blues. But not all changes are being well-received: Many female sailors complain that the "Dixie cup" is 

easily stained by makeup and doesn't fit hair buns. Many male sailors said they are eager to check out out some of the new fea-

tures, but not eager to cough up the money to buy a new uniform; a current set costs $87.54. 

The cost of the updated threads has not been determined, though Bristol said the new blues "will be a little bit more expensive 
than the current uniform because of the piping and zippers." The new crackerjacks will start as an optional uniform for sailors 

and then at some as yet undetermined date become required. That introductory phase can stretch as long as three years, and a 

longer transition would place less burden on the production schedule, Bristol said. On the other hand, leadership can expedite the 
requirement, which is a real possibility. The push for women to adopt the crackerjack style-jumper and the "Dixie cup" have 

been driven by Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, who wants more uniformity in the ranks. 
(Continued on Page 7) 

New Jumper with Zipper 
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(Continued From Page 6) 

On the other hand, leadership can expedite the requirement, which is a real possibility. The push for women to adopt the cracker-

jack style-jumper and the "Dixie cup" have been driven by Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, who wants more uniformity in the ranks.  

The male uniform designs were approved in May 2012 after eight years of tests and trials, but the cash-strapped service didn't 

have the funds for implementation. Officials kept the effort alive by launching a redesign of the female dress blues. About 30 

women donned "Dixie cups" and crackerjacks for an initial three-week wear test in May 2014. Modifications were made based 

on their feedback, and about 275 women in Norfolk-area bases conducted a three-month wear test from November to January. 

The plan is to roll out the male and female SDBs together in 2016. Offering them first at the Navy Exchange allows the Defense 
Logistics Agency to enter production at a slow and steady pace, and then ramp up for the start of recruit issue later in the year, 

Bristol said. 

'Worth the wait' 

The new side zippers will drive up the cost of the blouse but have been a huge hit. Taking off the blouse — an effort reminiscent 
of Houdini wrestling his way out of a straightjacket — is now done with ease thanks to the side zipper. The trousers also have a 

front zipper flanked by two pockets. The 13 buttons remain as a decorative element. 

Women are testing a front and side trouser zipper. Bristol said most women have preferred the side zipper. Navy Times has spo-

ken with more than a dozen women whgo took part in the two wear tests, and their preferences have been split down the middle. 

Many women dislike the "Dixie cup" as compared with the bucket-style cover they currently wear. The majority of wearers give 

it a thumbs-down for a variety of reasons. Operations Specialist 3rd Class (SW/AW) Jasmica Harvey said she respects the 
women who fought long for equality in military service, but that recognition should not come at the expense of their contribution 

as females. 

"I look too much like one of the guys," the seven-year sailor said. "I understand the 

desire for uniformity, but something should make [us] stand out as females. The com-

bination cover would be much better for this uniform." 

Air Traffic Controller Airman Maria Rios-Castaneda said the combination cover is 

better because it's dark brim hides the makeup stains that can be seen on the white 
sailor hat after only one wear. While it is washable, wearers wonder if the stains will 

fully come out of the white cloth. Other sailors said the "Dixie cup" does not fit right 

with hair buns. 

The uniform is another story. Air Traffic Controller 2nd Class (AW) Cheryl Ehrenfeld 

has a unique perspective on the fit of the service dress blues. As a member of the 

honor guard for seven months, she and other women wore the male uniform in the winter. 

"It wasn't near as comfortable as this," she said. In addition to the "vast improvement" provided by the zippers (she prefers the 
zipper in the front of the trousers), the female version is form-fitting. That is an improvement over initial tests, in which women 

found the uniform uncomfortable. Designers made "minor pattern adjustments" from those initial surveys, Bristol said.  

Those changes made a difference, sailors observed. 

"This uniform is very comfortable. More comfortable than the blazer that we had," Harvey said. "I don't like looking like a stew-

ardess in the current uniform, but I definitely like this," she said, referring to the jumper-style top. 

Women sailors currently wear a white shirt and black tie underneath a suit-style coat, instead of a jumper. 

The new whites will mirror the blues in appearance: They feature a yoke around the chest and black piping on the back bib and 

along the tailored cuffs at the end of the sleeves. Two stars rest in the back bib's corners. 

Female wear testers said the they've gotten mostly positive feedback while wearing their 

prototype uniforms, especially among women. The wear testers have had to endure the oc-

casional joke, and even a harsh look or two. More than one tester has been asked why she 

was wearing the male uniform. There are some design features the fleet is going to enjoy," 
Bristol said. In addition to the side zipper, she continued, "The piping looks very sharp and 

will add layer of pride. It's going to be worth the wait." 

*************************************************** 

Humor 

The three best things in life are a good landing, a good orgasm, and, a good bowel movement. The night carrier landing is one 
of the few opportunities in life where you get to experience all three at the same time. (Author unknown, but surely someone 

who's been there) 

New 13 Buttons pants with Zipper 

New Whites with Stripping  

http://archive.navytimes.com/article/20120528/NEWS/205280310/New-crackerjacks-approved
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Sub force to don FRV coveralls for boosted protection 
Bubbleheads across the fleet will be issued flame resistant variant coveralls by year's end, and it will come at no cost to sailors. 

All boats have been ordered to purchase four FRVs and one name tag per sailor before Sept. 30, said Capt. Jim Lowther, Subma-

rine Force Atlantic's force supply officer. The sub force will fully transition to the FRV as the fleet uniform by year's end, re-
placing the poly-cotton utility coveralls that have been the standard for more than a decade. The sub force is the last major fleet 

community to transition to the flame-resistant coveralls, which were fast-tracked to the fleet after fire risks were discovered with 

the Navy working uniform and the utility coveralls in late 2012. 

The FRV's wear life of 18 to 24 months will not change for service under the sea. As organizational clothing, sets of the FRVs 

will be issued out by the command, which can later be exchanged for damaged and unservicable sets. 

Velcro name tags will be worn above the left breast pocket. Each skipper will authorize either the embossed leather name tag 

worn on the V-neck sweater, or develop a name tag that includes an embroidered unit design. Names can also be stenciled inside 

the FRV. 

The FRV coverall will be worn with a black cotton web belt for petty officers and below. Chief petty officers and officers will 
wear the khaki cotton web belt. Unit patches and the U.S. flag are not permitted, as they can potentially degrade fire retardant 

properties, according to a Navy release. 

Some sailors in the surface and air communities had to wait to get the FRV when the new rules took effect in late 2013. It was a 

simple matter of supply and demand. But the demand boosted the supply, and that enabled the submarine community to make 

the swift transition. Approximately 472,000 FRVs have been delivered and another 4,600 are in transit to fleet sailors as part of 

sustainment efforts, said Lt. Cmdr. Cate Cook, Fleet Forces spokesperson. 

"The only individuals who may not currently have FRVs are new check-ins and those people temporarily serving aboard a ship, 
not in a permanently assigned status," she said. "With the exception of the submarine community … the initial distribution to 

outfit all communities in the fleet with the FRV coverall is complete." 

The change may be swift in its implementation, but has been in the works for a couple of years. The FRVs were first authorized 

for wear in the surface and air communities in late 2013. The submarine force wasn't sure how environmental systems would 

handle the new material, specifically ventilation systems. It conducted a wear test aboard the Los Angeles-class attack submarine 

Montpelier, which showed "very little impact" to the ventilation systems, Lowther said. 

Officials at Naval Submarine Support Center, New London, in Groton, Conn., wasted no time. They put in orders for all of their 

boats and are already receiving the first batch, Lowther said. 

***************************************************** 

An Insider’s Look at NATO Submarine Forces, and the Admiral Who Commands Them 

As night falls, the jet black Norwegian submarine HNoMS Utsira (S 301) glides silently, almost invisibly, through the near-
freezing waters off her home port, preparing to submerge and attack. For the next two weeks, the submarine will take turns hunt-

ing and being hunted as she joins two Allied submarines, 10 surface ships, four maritime patrol aircraft, and several helicopters 

representing eight Allied nations for Exercise DYNAMIC MONGOOSE 2014. 
The exercise is one of several NATO submarine exercises and operations run by the single Allied submarine operation authority 

(SUBOPAUTH), NATO’s Allied Submarine Command (COMSUBNATO). 

COMSUBNATO Just inside the western edge of the M25 loop that surrounds the city of London lies Northwood Headquarters, 
a major United Kingdom military base that houses, among other tenant commands, COMSUBNATO and its dedicated team of 

26 Submariners representing the 13 Allied submarine operating nations. Just over two years in existence, COMSUBNATO is 

now matured and demonstrating full operational capability in support of NATO Allied Maritime Command’s mission. 

Commanded by U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Matt Zirkle, COMSUBNATO mans a 24/7/365 submarine control and watch to manage 
and maintain SUBOPAUTH over all Allied submarines operating in direct support of NATO missions or exercises. This respon-

sibility was previously split across three commands but was consolidated in 2013 under the sole command of COMSUBNATO, 

which is now the submarine operations focal point for NATO, encompassing operations, exercises, doctrine, and advocacy.  
COMSUBNATO maintains a continuous controller watch as well as continuous broadcast control authority whether submarines 

are under NATO operational control (OPCON) or not. This includes control authority for the very low frequency (VLF) broad-

casts specific to submarines under NATO OPCON. 
The waterspace management region that COMSUBNATO controls stretches from the Arctic to the Eastern Atlantic, the Baltic, 

the Mediterranean, and into the northwestern corner of the Indian Ocean. COMSUBNATO serves as the Submarine Movement 

Advisory Authority (SMAA) to deconflict undersea transits and operations among the Allied nations and partners who partici-

pate in this navigation safety plan. “It has been extremely gratifying to work with my staff and these 13 submarine-operating 

Allied countries,” said former COMSUBNATO Commander, Rear Adm. Kamensky.           (Continued Next Page) 
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(Continued From Page 8) 

“They represent a tremendous capability both intellectually and professionally from which NATO benefits, and it has been my 
privilege to lead them.” Operations and Exercises Exercise DYNAMIC MONGOOSE 2014 is one of two major anti-submarine 

warfare (ASW)-related exercises that NATO conducts each year, and it specifically focuses on sharpening the skills on the high-

end warfare capabilities associated with ASW. The extremely challenging environment is precisely the environment in which 

NATO might potentially face an adversary: at sea and with an integrated set of air, surface, sub-surface, and intelligence assets. 

“With the fusion of these four capabilities all toward a single mission focused on ASW, it becomes very complex and very de-

manding,” said Rear Adm. Kamensky. “Mongoose ties all that together. Through a series of ‘crawl/walk/run’ events, we take it  

from the basic building blocks to the more complex integrated operation to allow for that sharpening of the blade in order to re-

tain the skills. DYNAMIC MONGOOSE 14 was able to effectively complete this, and this type of exercise is in high demand.”  

The strength of the NATO Alliance is the combined might of all 28 member nations. For that strength to be effective, The Nor-

wegian Ula-class submarine Utstein (KNM 302) participates in NATO exercise Odin-One. The Norwegian submarine and other 

naval vessels joined U.S. active and reserve anti-submarine forces, including the stealth nuclear-powered submarine, USS Sea-

wolf (SSN 21). The mission of the North Sea War-time exercise was to hunt Allied and NATO submarines. 

UNDERSEA WARFARE WINTER/SPRING 2015  

These forces must be interoperable with one another, capable of fighting as a team, without language barriers or doctrinal differ-

ences getting in the way. 

For Allied submarines, COMSUBNATO provides a critical capability in coordinating and assuring unity of effort among the 
diverse submarine-operating Allies. NATO submarines have provided realistic ASW and anti-surface warfare components to the 

annual NATO Response Force certification exercises, formerly the MARINER series, which most recently were held as Exer-

cise NOBLE JUSTIFICATION 2014 in the Mediterranean waters off Spain. Notably, for the 2014 event, COMSUBNATO exer-

cised operational control of five Allied submarines, each from a different nation, showing the capability and capacity necessary 

for this single SUBOPAUTH. 

Allied submarines also provide vital intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) support to ongoing operations of COM-
SUBNATO’s higher headquarters, NATO Allied Maritime Command. In 2012, a Royal Netherlands Navy submarine provided 

direct support to NATO’s counter-piracy Operation OCEAN SHIELD off the Horn of Africa, contributing surveillance intelli-

gence on pirate action group (PAG) activity to counter-piracy surface forces operating in the area. 

COMSUBNATO also periodically has submarines directly supporting NATO’s counter-terrorism Operation ACTIVE EN-

DEAVOUR in the Mediterranean, providing covert ISR. Transiting submarines have also been a significant source of informa-
tion for the sole active Article V collective defense operation in NATO. These submarines use their sensors and communicate 

anomalous information to COMSUBNATO, just as would surface ships or aircraft as part of the overall network of systems that 

contributes to the operation. 

Submarine Rescue In the perpetually chilly waters off Gdynia, Poland, a submarine lies stranded on the bottom, its crew of 35 

Sailors anxiously awaiting rescue. 

On the surface, the crew of the Swedish submarine rescue support ship HSwMS Belos (A 214) works feverishly to deploy the 
NATO Submarine Rescue System (NSRS), a small worldwide-deployable rescue submersible capable of diving to 610 meters 

and mating with virtually any of the world’s submarines, to transfer up to 15 trapped Sailors at a time.  

In the medical bay of HSwMS Belos, doctors and medical technicians prepare to receive the injured and transfer them under 

pressure to the on-board decompression chamber. The clock is ticking, and time is not a trapped Submariner’s friend. 

Belos, though not operated by a NATO member state, was the closest rescue support vessel to the scene, a critical factor in exe-

cuting a speedy rescue mission. So when the call came from the International Submarine Escape and Rescue Liaison Office 

(ISMERLO), the NATO partner nation’s navy quickly swung into action. 

These activities are part of the NATO submarine rescue exercise DYNAMIC MONARCH 2014, held last May. Were this a real 

submarine rescue incident, the “The strength of the NATO Alliance is the combined might of all 28 member nations. For that 
strength to be effective, these forces must be interoperable with one another, capable of fighting as a team, without language bar-

riers or doctrinal differences getting in the way.” SNRS and HMS Belos during DYNAMIC MONARCH submarine rescue exer-

cise 15 May 2014. Sailors of the stricken submarine and their families could rest assured knowing that trained professionals such 
as these are ready and waiting for the call to respond. Staying on the cutting edge of technology is vital to maintaining NATO’s 

edge over its potential adversaries. To that end, NATO nations have shown their commitment to modernizing their submarine 

forces, and this extends well beyond the U.S. development of the Virginia-class, the Ohio-class replacement, and the SSGN con-

versions. New submarine builds are in progress in Turkey, Greece, Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom, France, and Germany. 
Other new builds are in the planning stages in the Netherlands, Norway, Poland and Sweden. Portugal has two Tridente-class 

submarines commissioned within the past five years, and Canada is re-vitalizing its Victoria-class for operations. 

************************************************* 
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Old TV Shows 1 
Find and circle all of the old TV shows that are hidden in the grid. 

The remaining letters spell the name of an additional old TV show.   

ALICE 
BEN CASEY 

BEVERLY HILLBILLIES 

CHIPS 

CANNON 
CAPTAIN KANGAROO 

DOBIE GILLIS 

DONNA REED 
DR. KILDARE 

EMERGENCY 

FLIPPER 

 

FLYING NUN 
FUGITIVE 

GOMER PYLE 

GOOD TIMES 

GREEN ACRES 
GREEN HORNET 

HOWDY DOODY 

I SPY 
IRONSIDE 

JETSONS 

KOJAK 

 

L.A. LAW 
LASSIE 

LOVE BOAT 

MAD ABOUT YOU 

MAUDE 
MEDICAL CENTER 

MIAMI VICE 

MOD SQUAD 
MOONLIGHTING 

MURPHY BROWN 

 

ODD COUPLE 
PEYTON PLACE 

RAWHIDE 

RIFLEMAN 

RIN TIN TIN 
SOAP 

ST. ELSEWHERE 

TAXI 
THREE'S COMPANY 

WALTONS 

The hidden words for the April Word Search are:  

ANCHOVIES CHICKEN MEATBALLS PINEAPPLE 


