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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 

memory of our shipmates 
who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

COMMANDER’S LOG 
 
Guest Speakers: 

 

On May 29, 2015 the Rogue-Umpqua Base held their bi-monthly meeting at Seven 

Feathers Casino in Canyonville.  Commander Ken Earls put out a general invitation 

to the other Oregon and Washington bases.  Besides myself, several Blueback 

Base members attended:  Gary Thrall, Arlo Gatchel, Lance Nowland, Dave 

Vrooman, Clive Waite and Frank Rusch. 

 

The Rogue-Umpqua Base hosted a guest speaker:  

John J. Geoghegan, author of the book Operation 

Storm.  It is a book about the Japanese secret 

aircraft-carrying submarines.  John gave a very 

interesting PowerPoint presentation on these 

submarines and their involvement in World War II.  

Geoghegan also told the story about the only 

aircraft attack on the U.S. mainland by a submarine-

based airplane.  In 1942 the Japanese submarine  

I-25 launched a float plane which was assigned to 

drop incendiary bombs in the forest near Brooking, 

Oregon.  The objective was to start major forest fires 

along our Pacific Coast.  Fortunately, Oregon had 

one of its wettest years on record in 1942 and the 

fire bombs failed to ignite the forest. 

 

At our June 11th Blueback Base meeting we also had a guest speaker, Civil War 

Reenactor Pete Vrooman.  Pete Vrooman, Dave Vrooman’s brother, has been a 

Civil War reenactor and guest speaker for about 25 years.  Pete showed up in the 

colorful Confederate uniform of the New Orleans Zouaves.  Pete gave a very  

 

(See “Commander’s Log,” Page 10) 
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ON ETERNAL PATROL: 

BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF JULY
 
USS S-28 (SS-133) 

Class:  S-Class 

Launched:  20 Sep 1922 

Commissioned:  13 Dec 1923  

Builder:  Bethlehem 

Shipbuilding Corp., Quincy, 

Massachusetts 

Length: 219’ 3” 

Beam:  20’ 8”’ 

Lost on 4 July 1944 

49 Men Lost 

 

On the morning of 3 July 1944, USS S-28 began training 

operations off Oahu with the United States Coast Guard cutter 

Reliance.  The anti-submarine warfare exercises continued into 

the evening of 4 July.  At 1730, the day's concluding exercise 

began.  Contact between the two ships became sporadic and 

at 1820, the last, brief contact with S-28 was made and lost. All 

attempts to establish further communications failed. 

 

Assistance arrived from Pearl Harbor, but a thorough search of 

the area failed to locate the submarine.  Two days later, a slick of 

diesel fuel appeared in the area where she had been operating, 

but the extreme depth exceeded the range of available 

equipment.  A Court of Inquiry was unable to determine the 

cause of the loss of S-28. 

 

USS Runner (SS-275) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  30 May 1942 

Commissioned:  30 Jul 1942 

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard, Kittery, Maine 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam: 27’ 3”” 

Lost on 11 July 1943  

78 Men Lost 

 

On 27 May 1943, under the command of Lieutenant 

Commander Joseph H. Bourland, USS Runner departed Midway 

for the Kuril Islands chain and waters off northern Japan.  No 

report was heard from her.  However, captured Japanese 

records indicated that she sank the cargo ship Seinan Maru on 

11 June in Tsugaru Strait off Hokkaidō, and the passenger-cargo 

ship Shinryu Maru on 26 June off the Kuril Islands.   

 

Runner was declared overdue and presumed lost on 11 July 1943 

and was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 30 October 

1943.  Runner was awarded one Battle Star for World War II 

service.

 

USS Robalo (SS-273) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  9 May 1943 

Commissioned:  28 Sep 1943 

Builder:  Manitowoc Ship- 

building Co., Manitowoc,  

Wisconsin 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:  27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 July 1944  

81 Men Lost 

 

Robalo departed Fremantle on 22 June 1944 on her third war 

patrol.  She set a course for the South China Sea to conduct her 

patrol in the vicinity of the Natuna Islands. After transiting 

Makassar Strait and Balabac Strait she was scheduled to arrive 

on station about 6 July and remain until dark on 2 August 1944.  

On 2 July, a contact report stated Robalo had sighted a Fusō-

class battleship, with air cover and two destroyers for escort, just 

east of Borneo. No other messages were ever received from the 

submarine and when she did not return from patrol, she was 

presumed lost. 

 

From various sources, it was concluded Robalo was sunk on 26 

July 1944, 2 miles (3.2 km) off the western coast of Palawan Island 

from an explosion in the vicinity of her after battery, probably 

caused by an enemy mine.  Robalo earned two Battle Stars for 

her service in World War II.  She was stricken from the Naval 

Vessel Register on 16 September 1944. 

 

USS Grunion (SS-216) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  22 Dec 1941 

Commissioned:  11 Apr 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length:  311’ 9”  

Beam:  27’ 3” 

Lost on 30 July 1942  

70 Men Lost 

 

Grunion departed Hawaii on 30 June 1942, heading toward the 

Aleutian Islands for her first war patrol.  Her first report, made as 

she patrolled north of Kiska Island, stated she had been attacked 

by a Japanese destroyer and had fired at her with inconclusive 

results. She operated off Kiska throughout July and sank two 

enemy patrol boats while in search for enemy shipping. On 30 

July the submarine reported intensive antisubmarine activity, and 

she was ordered back to Dutch Harbor. 

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of July,” Page 3) 
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BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF JULY 
(Continued From Page 2) 

 
Grunion departed Hawaii on 30 June 1942, heading toward the 

Aleutian Islands for her first war patrol.  Her first report, made as 

she patrolled north of Kiska Island, stated she had been attacked 

by a Japanese destroyer and had fired at her with inconclusive 

results. She operated off Kiska throughout July and sank two 

enemy patrol boats while in search for enemy shipping. On 30 

July the submarine reported intensive antisubmarine activity, and 

she was ordered back to Dutch Harbor. 

 

Grunion was never heard from nor seen again.  Air searches off 

Kiska were fruitless; on 16 August Grunion was reported overdue 

from patrol and assumed lost with all hands.  Her name was 

stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 2 November 1942. 

 

It is now generally accepted that Grunion was sunk on July 30, 

1942 by the armed Japanese freighter Kano Maru, 

approximately 10 miles northeast of Kiska in the Aleutian Islands. 

 

USS G-2 (SS-27) 

Class:  G-Class 

Launched:  10 Jan 1912 

Commissioned:  1 Dec 1913 

Builder:  Lake Torpedo Boat, 

Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Length:  161’ 3”  

Beam:   13’ 1” 

Lost on 30 July 1919  

3 Men Lost 

 

USS G-2, a 400-ton Lake-type submarine, was built under 

contract with the Lake Torpedo Boat Company and completed 

by the New York Navy Yard.  She was originally named Tuna, but 

was renamed G-2 in November 1911, prior to her launching.  

Commissioned in February 1915, she operated along the Atlantic 

coast for the next year, then received a lengthy shipyard 

overhaul.  G-2 returned to the active fleet in late June 1917.  She 

primarily spent the remainder of her service career on 

experimental and training assignments, based at New London, 

Connecticut, and Boston, Massachusetts, though she briefly 

conducted anti-submarine patrols in the Long Island Sound area 

in mid-1918. 

 

USS G-2 was decommissioned on 2 April 1919 and was 

subsequently designated as a target for depth charge and 

ordnance net tests in Niantic Bay, Connecticut.  During 

inspection by a six-man maintenance crew on 30 July, the boat 

suddenly flooded and sank at her moorings in Two Tree Channel 

near Niantic Bay.  She went down in 81 feet (25 m), drowning 

three members of the inspection crew.  Too deep and too old to 

salvage, the submarine was struck from the Naval Vessel Register 

on 11 September 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

July 4 .......................................................................................................................................................Independence Day 
 

July 9 .......................................................................................................................... Base Meeting (No Chow this Month) 
 

July 23-26 ............................................... Vietnam Veterans Memorial “The Moving Wall”TM at Milwaukie High School 
 

July 25 ........................ “Honoring Military Service & Sacrifice Parade” (SE Main St, Milwaukie, OR from 1000 – 1100)  
 

August 8 ................................................................ Base Meeting/Picnic (Clackamette Park, Oregon City, OR at 1100) 
 

August 14 ................................................................................................... 70th Anniversary of Japanese Surrender, WWII 
 

September 7........................................................................................................................................................... Labor Day 
 

September 10 ........................................................................................................... Base Meeting (No Chow this Month) 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
11 June 2015 

 

1730 E-Board Meeting called to order by Commander Hudson.  POD reviewed.  Bills presented 

and reviewed; Commander Hudson and E-Board ordered them to be paid.  Meeting 

adjourned at 1810. 

 

1830 A really great dinner was served by the Ladies of The Blueback Base. Thank you for the 

very nice meal.  We appreciate you very much.  

 

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander George Hudson. 

 

 Invocation:  Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Flag Salute:  Commander Hudson 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Jay Agler/Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Commander Hudson 

 

 Introductions 

 

 Secretary’s Report E-Board Meeting:  Dennis Smith 

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Mike Worden 

 

 Commander’s Report:  Commander Hudson 

 

Old Business:  Bob Walters presented information about purchasing the Cold War patches 

that we sew on our vests.  Bob presented the financial aspects of the purchase.  The Base 

does make money on the patches with the best price point being when they are 

purchased 1,000 at a time.  A motion was made by Arlo Gatchel and seconded by Mike 

Worden to approve the purchase of 1,000 Cold War patches.  Motion passed.       
 

New Business:  There was no new business. 

 

For the Good of the Order:  Dave Vrooman’s brother Pete Vrooman participates in Civil 

War reenactments.  Pete gave an interesting and very informative presentation about the 

Civil War and some of its lesser known aspects.  He shared his great collection of Civil War 

memorabilia including weapons, uniforms, currency, pictures, tents, and other items that 

were both interesting and unusual.  

 

 50/50 Drawing 

 

 Benediction: Scott Duncan 

 

2000 Meeting Adjourned 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 4) 

 
Sailing List:  Agler; Brodie; Bryan; Daniels; Duncan; Durkee; Gatchel; Hudson; Jackson; Lee; 

McLaughlin; Savage; Schultz; Smith; Stowe; Sumner; Thrall; Vick; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; 

Worden.  

 

Guests:  Deborah Brodie; Peter Vrooman; Stan Van Wagner. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dennis Smith  
Secretary 

Blueback Base  
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 
Blueback Base 

 

2015 Holiday Dinner 
will be held on  

Thursday, 11 December 2015 
at the 

Monarch Hotel and Conference 
Center, Clackamas, Oregon 

 

Social Hour begins at 1730 
Dinner will be served promptly at 1830 
Dinner to be followed by glad tidings  

and holiday cheer until 2300 



HONOR FLIGHT OF PORTLAND OREGON  

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR  

MAY 2016 HONOR FLIGHT 
 

Honor Flight of Portland Oregon (HFPO) is one of 117 

regional hubs in 42 states participating in the national 

Honor Flight Network (HFN) program honoring WWII 

veterans by taking them to Washington, D.C. to visit the 

National WWII Memorial. 

 

Almost 100,000 WWII veterans from across our nation 

have participated in the Honor Flight Network program 

launched more than eight years ago. WWII veterans 

travel free of charge in appreciation for their WWII service 

and their sacrifice to preserving our freedoms made 

nearly seven decades ago.  Guardians – volunteers who 

assist the veterans during their trip – pay for their own 

lodging, meals, and airline expenses at a cost of about 

$1,000. 

 

Veterans and Guardians visit the WWII Memorial; the U.S. 

Capitol; the Lincoln Memorial; the Iwo Jima Memorial; the 

Tomb of the Unknowns; and other veterans’ memorials in 

the Washington, D.C. area.  Honor Flight Project trips are 

four days in duration: one day traveling from Portland to 

 

Washington, D.C.; two full days in Washington; and an 

additional day returning to Portland. 

 

During its first 24 months of operation the Foundation 

organized and executed its first six Honor Flights, honoring  

 

207 WWII veterans throughout Oregon and Southern 

Washington.   
 

Ninety percent (90%) of the WWII veterans who survived 

the war have passed away since the end of WWII nearly 

70 years ago. The surviving 1.6 million WWII veterans are 

older than 85 with some in their late 90s and beyond. 

Clearly, time is of the essence to honor our greatest 

generation of American heroes. 

 

To learn more about Honor Flight of Portland Oregon, to 

apply for the May 2016 trip, or for information about 

volunteering or providing financial support, visit their 

website at http://portlandhonorflight.org/ today. 
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July 1, 1943 - USS Thresher (SS-200) attacks a Japanese 

convoy off the northwest coast of Celebes, in 

Makassar Strait, damaging destroyer Hokaze, 00 43'N, 

119 34'E, and sinks army cargo ship Yoneyama Maru, 

00 20'N, 119 32'E, 38 miles from Balikapan. 

 

July 2, 1945 - USS Barb (SS-220) bombards Japanese 

installations on Kaihyo Island, Japan in the first 

successful use of rockets against shore positions.  

 

July 5, 1942 - USS Growler (SS-215) torpedoes and 

sinks the Japanese destroyer Arare in the Salmon 

Lagoon, off Kiska.  In the attack, USS Growler 

damages destroyers Kasumi and Shiranui.  

 

July 6, 1944 - USS Paddle (SS-263) attacks a Japanese 

convoy northwest of Halmahera and sinks destroyer 

Hokaze off Sangi Island.  Also on this date, USS 

Sealion (SS-315) attacks a Japanese convoy in the 

East China Sea and sinks merchant passenger cargo 

ship Setsuzan Maru off Ningpo, China while USS Tang 

(SS-206) sinks Japanese freighter Dori Maru in Chosen 

Bay. 

  

July 7, 1944 - USS Mingo (SS-261), USS Skate (SS-305), 

USS Sunfish (SS-281), USS Flasher (SS- 249), and USS 

Bonefish (SS-223) sink up to eight Japanese ships. 

 

July 10, 1945 - USS Runner (SS-476) sinks the Japanese 

minesweeper (No. 27) off Tado Saki, Honshu. 

 

July 11, 1944 - USS Sealion (SS-315), in the Yellow Sea 

off the west coast of Korea near Shosei Jima, sinks 

two Japanese freighters. 

 

July 15, 1942 - USS Grunion (SS-216) sinks Japanese 

submarine chasers 25 and 26 off Kiska, Aleutian 

Islands.   

 

July 17, 1944 - USS Gabilan (SS-252) sinks Japanese 

minesweeper W 25 northwest of Zenizu, Japan.  

 

 

 

 

 

July 20, 1960 - In the first launch of the Polaris missile, 

USS George Washington (SSBN-598) successfully fires 

two operational Polaris missiles while submerged off 

Florida. 

 

July 24, 1942 - USS Narwhal (SS-167) sinks Japanese 

guardboat Shinsei Maru at Utsutsu Bay, Hokkaido.  

USS Narwhal also sinks freighters Nissho Maru off 

Etorofu Maru, Kuril Island, and Kofuji Maru off Oito.  

 

July 27, 1943 - USS Scamp (SS-277) torpedoes and 

sinks the Japanese submarine I-168, which had sunk 

USS Yorktown (CV 5) and USS Hammann (DD 412) at 

the Battle of Midway.  USS Scamp also damages the 

Japanese oiler Kazahaya.  

 

July 28, 1926 - USS S-1 (SS-105) surfaces and launches 

a Cox-Klemin (XS-2) seaplane flown by Lt. D. C. Allen.  

The submarine recovers the aircraft and submerges, 

successfully completing the first airplane transport on 

board a submarine.  

 

July 29, 1944 - USS Balao (SS-285) shells and sinks 

Japanese sampan Nissho Maru about 100 miles off 

Palau, 09 27'N, 133 19'E.  USS Drum (SS-228) sinks Asahi 

Maru with gunfire in the same general area, 09 18'N, 

133 20'E and takes survivors prisoner.  Also on this 

date, USS Perch (SS-313) sinks Japanese guardboat 

Kannon Maru I-Go in the Philippine Sea, east of 

Dinagat Island.  

 

July 31, 1944 - USS Parche (SS-384) participates with 

USS Steelhead (SS-280) in a predawn attack on a 

Japanese convoy off Takao, Taiwan.  Under 

Commander Lawson P. “Red” Ramage's brave 

command, USS Parche's crew sinks the Japanese 

cargo ship Manko and the tanker Koei while also 

badly damaging three other enemy cargo vessels.  

For his conspicuous gallantry on this occasion, 

Commander Ramage is awarded the Medal of 

Honor.
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THIS MONTH IN  
SILENT SERVICE HISTORY 



Navy Log Enrollment Offered Free  

to Sea Service Members, Veterans 
 

Beginning in 2006, all members and 

veterans of the Sea Services – 

active duty and reservists – became 

eligible to enroll in the U.S. Navy 

Memorial's Navy Log without 

charge or obligation.  

 

The U.S. Navy Memorial, located on 

Pennsylvania Avenue in 

Washington, D.C., is a national 

memorial that honors those who 

served, and are serving, in 

America's Sea Services – Navy, 

Marine Corps, Coast Guard and 

Merchant Marine.  At the very heart 

of the U.S. Navy Memorial is the 

Navy Log. 

 

"The Navy Log is the heart and soul 

of the Navy Memorial because it 

represents people, not hardware," 

said Retired Master Chief Navy 

Counselor (SW) David Michael.  

"They're the backbone of the Navy. 

The Navy is people, not ships and 

aircraft."  

 

The Navy Log is the permanent 

public registry where Sea Service 

members and veterans can record 

their service information – name, 

duty stations, awards, photos, and 

memories.  Family members and 

friends can record service 

information for veterans who are 

deceased or those who are unable 

to record their own information.  
 

   

            The iconic Lone Sailor statue watches 

       over the entrance to the U.S. Navy 

          Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

 

The U.S. Navy Memorial has 

endeavored to record, preserve 

and hold forever the Naval Heritage 

of our nation. The free, on-line Navy 

Log is paramount in their efforts to 

record the photos and military 

service of all these men and women

as well as their service memories for 

posterity. 

 

The Navy Log may be viewed on 

special kiosks located throughout 

the U.S. Navy Memorial, or via the 

Internet at the Navy Memorial’s 

website (www.lonesailor.org). 

 

The goal of the Memorial is to 

record the service history of all 

eligible uniformed individuals and 

veterans, thereby creating a lasting 

legacy of honor that reaches across 

generations and tells the story of our 

Sea Service veterans. We must 

remind and educate Americans of 

the true cost of these freedoms, so 

they will always respect those who 

fought to protect them. 

 

To add your personal service 

information or to enroll family 

members, simply enter the 

appropriate information at 

www.lonesailor.org.  If you have 

questions, you may contact the 

Navy Log Department of the U.S. 

Navy Memorial by phoning 1-800-

NAVY LOG (1-800-628-9564).
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HHaappppyy  

BBiirrtthhddaayy,,  

http://www.lonesailor.org/


OBAMA TORPEDOES THE NUCLEAR NAVY:   
AN EDITORIAL BY JOHN LEHMAN 
 

The president disregards a policy that 

for decades has ensured effective 

leadership of the nuclear fleet. 

 

President Obama, possibly unaware of 

the implications, has made a mistake 

by nominating Adm. John Richardson 

as the new Chief of Naval Operations.  

Adm. Richardson likely would do a fine 

job in that important role, but by trying 

to move him from his current position as 

director of the Naval Nuclear 

Propulsion Program, the president has 

crossed a line and created a 

precedent that could have grave 

consequences for the effectiveness of 

the nation’s nuclear fleet. 

 

First, a little history is in order.  Adm. 

Hyman Rickover, the father of the U.S. 

Navy’s nuclear fleet and one of the 

fathers of commercial nuclear power, 

was a great man.  Including his time at 

the Naval Academy, he served for 55 

years on active duty and ran the Naval 

Nuclear Propulsion Program for three 

decades until his retirement in 1982.  He 

created and oversaw a culture of 

personnel and engineering excellence 

that is unique in the world. 

 

While Adm. Rickover reported to the 

Chief of Naval Operations and the 

Secretary of the Navy, he had virtually 

absolute authority and accountability 

for the Navy’s nuclear submarine and 

surface ship programs.  Largely due to 

the culture of engineering excellence 

and quality control he created, nearly 

300 U.S. Navy nuclear warships have 

operated flawlessly for 64 years without 

a single nuclear incident.  They played 

a major role in giving the U.S. Navy 

command of the seas and victory in 

the Cold War.  During the same period 

their Soviet counterparts had many 

nuclear accidents and incidents. 

 

I was the Secretary of the Navy in the 

early 1980s when it came time for Adm. 

Rickover to retire at age 81.  The 

challenge was to preserve his fail-safe 

personnel policies and the culture of 

engineering excellence he had 

created while ensuring that it could be 

passed on from one capable successor 

to another without endangering its 

discipline even for a short period.

 

Working with the bipartisan leadership 

of the Joint Committee on Atomic 

Energy, the Senate and House Armed 

Services Committees and the Secretary 

of Energy, we constructed a solution.  

We replaced Adm. Rickover’s personal 

rule with a position having executive 

power to prevent meddling from the 

layers of bureaucracy that were 

creating chaos in most defense 

programs.  Importantly, we gave the 

new incumbent complete control of 

the selection and training of personnel.  

To ensure that such a powerful 

executive stayed long enough to 

execute programs and ensure 

accountability, a nonrenewable term 

of eight years was established. 

 

That successful effort was put into an 

executive order by President Reagan 

that has worked effectively for 34 

years.  Since Adm. Rickover’s 

retirement there have been five 

outstanding admirals in the job.  All 

would have made fine Chiefs of Naval 

Operations.  But because each of 

them before Adm. Richardson stayed a 

full eight years and exercised the 

powers granted them by the executive 

order, the Navy nuclear program has 

been an island of success in line 

authority and line accountability. 

 

Unfunded overruns in other Pentagon 

programs total more than $400 billion, 

according to the Government 

Accountability Office.  But the Navy’s 

nuclear submarine programs have 

been consistently on budget and on 

time.  They have been protected from 

the 970,000 Pentagon bureaucrats 

whose paralyzing bloat has made a 

hash of most Army, Navy and Air Force 

weapon programs.  The reason for 

Navy nuclear success is because there 

has always been one strong 

experienced person in charge and 

accountable, standing like a stone wall 

against the bureaucratic onslaught. 

 

But by far the most important benefit 

from this unique arrangement is the 

fact that there hasn’t been a single 

nuclear accident in the seven decades 

that the U.S. Navy has operated 

hundreds of nuclear submarines, 

carriers and surface combatants.

 

President Obama’s nomination of a 

current Director of the Navy’s nuclear 

program to be the next Chief of Naval 

Operations puts this unique record at 

risk.  If Adm. Richardson leaves the 

Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program, 

which he has headed for less than two 

years, all that was accomplished by 

the executive order will be swept aside.  

The job will become one more rung up 

the career ladder, a perch for 

ambitious admirals to use to interact 

with and please the politicians who 

have the power to elevate them to 

more glamorous positions. 

 

Worst of all, if the job is seen as a 

steppingstone, a fraying of the zero-

defects culture may begin and the 

possibility of a nuclear accident within 

the U.S. Navy may increase.  The 

consequences of a nuclear incident 

would be devastating and would 

threaten the Navy’s ability to continue 

to operate its current reactor designs. 

 

The president should reconsider, and 

with the help of the Senate’s advice 

and consent, should choose another 

nominee. The Navy has ten other 

superbly talented four-star admirals 

and many more vice-admirals of similar 

experience to choose from.  If 

President Obama fails to recognize the 

singular importance of the Naval 

Nuclear Propulsion Program and goes 

forward with the Richardson nomina-

tion, historians will have no trouble 

placing the date and the blame if our 

nuclear Navy comes to grief. 

 
Mr. Lehman was Secretary of the Navy in 

the Reagan administration as well as a 

member of the 9/11 Commission. 
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COMMANDER’S LOG 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

interesting 

presentation 

and brought 

along Civil War 

weapons, 

equipment and 

rations for 

hands-on 

examination.  

Not only did 

the crew enjoy 

the presenta-

tion, our ladies 

did, too. 

 

We would like 

to have more 

guest speakers 

at the meetings; they make them extra fun and 

informative.  If you know of any speakers our group 

might enjoy please contact one of the E-Board 

members or bring it up at a meeting.  Also, some of 

our Base members may have an interesting hobby 

or career they would like to speak about.  Just let 

us know. 
 

Fraternally, 

George 

George Hudson 

Base Commander 
 

DAMAGED NUCLEAR 

SUBMARINE LEAVES 

SHIPYARD 
Former USS Miami to be Scrapped 
 

KITTERY, Maine (AP) — A nuclear-powered 

submarine heavily damaged by a fire set by a 

shipyard worker three years ago departed 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on Friday, June 

12th for a final journey to the West Coast, 

where it will be cut up for scrap. 

 

Shipyard workers completed the inactivation 

of the former USS Miami, removing equipment 

and ship systems before it was towed away by 

tugboats with assistance from two Navy ships, 

shipyard spokeswoman Danna Eddy said. 

 

The May 2012 fire, which occurred while the 

submarine was undergoing an overhaul at the 

shipyard, turned into an inferno that took 

more than 100 firefighters half a day to douse. 

Seven firefighters were hurt. 

 
FILE - In this Wednesday, May 23, 2012 file photo, smoke rises 
from a dry dock as fire crews respond to a fire on the USS Miami 
(SSN 755) at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. 
USS Miami, a nuclear-powered submarine heavily damaged by a 
fire set by a shipyard worker three years ago, departed Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard on Friday, June 12, 2015 for a final 
journey to the West Coast, where it will be cut up for scrap. 
(Ionna Raptis/Portland Press Herald via AP, File) 
 

A former shipyard worker pleaded guilty to 

setting the fire and is currently serving a 17-

year prison sentence.  Prosecutors said the 

worker suffered from anxiety and set the fire 

because he wanted to leave work early. 

 

The Navy originally intended to return the Los 

Angeles-class attack submarine to the fleet 

after extensive repairs.  But it decided to scrap 

the submarine when estimated repair costs 

grew to upward of $700 million. 
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