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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 

memory of our shipmates 
who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

COMMANDER’S LOG 
 
USS Albacore float won First Place at the Central Point Fourth of July Parade! 

Rogue/Umpqua Base Commander Ken Earls and his crew borrowed the Albacore 

Float for their first-time entry into the parade and took the top prize!  I have 

received several “thank you” emails from members of the Rogue/Umpqua Base 

for the loan of the float.  Clive Waite said “it was a real crowd pleaser!” 

 

The Albacore float is back home now and will be featured in the “Honoring  

Military Service and Sacrifice” Parade in Milwaukie on July 25th as part of the city’s 

Vietnam War 50th Commemoration Event.  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel is 

serving as coordinator and will also be asking for volunteers to stand security 

watch at the Vietnam Memorial Moving Wall TM during the four-day event. 

 

(See “Commander’s Log,” Page 10) 
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ON ETERNAL PATROL: 

BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST 
 

USS Bullhead (SS-332) 

Class:  BALAO Class 

Launched:  16 Jul 1944 

Commissioned:  4 Dec 1944  

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut  

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:  27’ 3” 

Lost on 6 August 1945 

84 Men Lost 

 
On 31 July 1945 Bullhead left Fremantle to commence her third 

war patrol.  Her orders were to patrol in a "wolfpack" with 

Capitaine (SS-336) and Puffer (SS-268) in the Java Sea until 5 

September and then head for Subic Bay in the Philippines.  

Bullhead reported on 6 August that she had passed through 

Lombok Strait.  That was the last word received from Bullhead.  

 

On 12 August Capitaine, planning to arrive on 13 August, 

ordered Bullhead to take position the following day in a 

scouting line with Capitaine and Puffer.  Receiving no reply, 

Capitaine reported on 15 August, "Have been unable to 

contact Bullhead by any means since arriving in area." 

 

Though it is difficult to determine precisely which of the many 

Japanese anti-submarine attacks was the one that sank 

Bullhead, one occurred on 6 August 1945 when an Imperial 

Japanese Army Air Force Mitsubishi Ki-51 attacked with depth 

charges.  It claimed two direct hits, and for ten minutes 

thereafter there was a great amount of gushing oil and air 

bubbles rising in the water.  Since the position given is very 

near the Bali coast, it is presumed that the proximity of 

mountain peaks shortened Bullhead's radar range and 

prevented her receiving a warning of the plane's approach.  

Bullhead received two Battle Stars for her World War II service. 

 

 
USS Flier (SS-250) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  11 Jul 1943 

Commissioned:  18 Oct 1943 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam: 27’ 3” 

Lost on 13 August 1944  

79 Men Lost 

 
During her first war patrol on 13 June 1944, Flier attacked a 

convoy of 11 ships, cargo carriers and tankers, guarded by at 

least six escorts.  The alert behavior of the escorts during the 

attack resulted in a severe counterattack on Flier before she 

could observe what damage she had done to the convoy.  

On 22 June, she began a long chase after another large 

convoy, scoring four hits for six torpedoes fired at two cargo 
ships that day, and three hits for four torpedoes launched 

against another cargo ship of the same convoy the next day. 

Flier put in to Fremantle, Australia to refit between 5 July and 2 

August 1944, then sailed on her second war patrol, bound for 

the coast of Indochina.  At about 2200 on 13 August while 

transiting Balabac Strait on the surface, she struck a mine.  Flier 

sank in a matter of minutes, yet 14 officers and men were able 

to clamber out.  Eight of the 14 reached the beach at 

Mantangula Island after 17 hours in the water.  Friendly natives 

guided them to a coast-watcher who arranged for them to be 

picked up by submarine, and on the night of 30–31 August, 

they were taken on board USS Redfin. 

  

Flier received one battle star for World War II service.  In her 

single war patrol she is credited with having sunk 10,380 tons of 

Japanese shipping. 
 

 

USS S-39 (SS-144) 

Class:  S Class 

Launched:  2 Jul 1919 

Commissioned:  14 Sep 1923 

Builder:  Bethlehem Shipbuilding  

Corp., San Francisco, California 

Length: 219’ 3”  

Beam:  20’ 9” 

Lost on 13 August 1942  

No Loss of Life 

 
S-39’s fifth war patrol, delayed twice by mechanical failures 

and once by the necessity of hospitalizing her executive 

officer, began on 10 August 1942.  Assigned station off New 

Ireland, she made her way across the Coral Sea to the 

Louisiades.  On the night of 13 August, S-39 grounded on 

submerged rocks off Rossel Island and took on a 35° port list.  S-

39 immediately blew ballast tanks dry and jettisoned fuel to 

lighten the ship, then ordered a back emergency bell, but to 

no avail.  Heavy seas pounded her and pushed her farther up 

on the rocks. 

 

Throughout the day on 14 August, 15–20 foot breakers crashed 

over the submarine but the crew maintained its fight to refloat 

the ship, including jettisoning more fuel and firing four 

deactivated torpedoes.  By 15 August, the list had increased 

to 60°.  The heavy seas had not abated; S-39 continued to be 

pounded against the rocks, and a call for help brought word 

that the Australian minesweeper HMAS Katoomba was 

coming.  Efforts were begun to rescue the crew.  Lieutenant 

C.N.G. Hendrix and Chief Petty Officer W. L. Schoenrock swam 

ashore, secured mooring lines to a torpedo which had lodged 

in the reef for use as riding lines, and assisted other crew 

members to safety.  By noon, 32 men had reached shore.  

Shortly thereafter, Katoomba arrived and by noon the 

following day had taken all of the crew of S-39 on board.  

 

S-39 was left on the rocks as her commanding officer was 

satisfied she would continue breaking up.  Her crew was taken 

to Townsville and reassigned to other submarines. 

 
(See “Boats Lost in the Month of August,” Page 3) 

  

 

 

 
Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 2 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fremantle,_Western_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfpack_(naval_tactic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Capitaine_(SS-336)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Puffer_(SS-268)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Java_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Naval_Base_Subic_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lombok_Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Army_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Army_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitsubishi_Ki-51
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depth_charge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depth_charge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bali
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanker_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fremantle,_Western_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indochina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balabac_Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Redfin_(SS-272)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Ireland_(island)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Ireland_(island)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coral_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_grounding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rossel_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_(naval_term)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballast_tank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Katoomba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Townsville


BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST 
(Continued From Page 2) 

 
USS Harder (SS-257) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  19 Aug 1942 

Commissioned:  2 Dec 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length:  311’ 9”  

Beam:  27’ 3” 

Lost on 24 August 1944  

79 Men Lost 

 
Harder, accompanied by USS Hake (SS-256) and USS 

Haddo (SS-255), departed Fremantle on 5 August 1944 for her 

sixth and final war patrol.  Assigned to the South China Sea off 

Luzon, the wolf pack headed northward.  On 21 August Harder 

and Haddo joined Ray (SS-271), Guitarro (SS-363), and 

Raton (SS-270) in a coordinated attack against a convoy off 

Palawan Bay, Mindoro.  The Japanese lost four passenger-

cargo marus, one credited to Harder. 

 

Early the next day, Harder and Haddo attacked and 

destroyed three coastal defense vessels off Bataan, Harder 

sinking frigates Matsuwa and Hiburi; then, joined by Hake that 

night, they headed for Caiman Point, Luzon.  At dawn on 23 

August Haddo attacked and fatally damaged Asakaze off 

Cape Bolinao.  Enemy trawlers towed the stricken destroyer to 

Dasol Bay and Haddo, her torpedoes expended, informed 

Harder and Hake of the attack and left the wolf-pack for 

replenishment at Biak. 

 

Harder and Hake remained off Dasol Bay, searching for new 

targets. Before dawn on 24 August they identified what they 

thought was a Japanese minesweeper and the three-stack 

Siamese destroyer Phra Ruang.  As Hake closed to attack, the 

destroyer turned away toward Dasol Bay. Hake broke off her 

approach, turned northward, and sighted Harder's periscope 

about 600–700 yards (550–640 m) dead ahead.  Swinging 

southward, Hake then sighted the CD-22 about 2,000 yards 

(1,800 m) off her port quarter swinging toward them. To 

escape the charging escort, Hake started deep and rigged for 

silent running.  At 0728 she heard 15 rapid depth charges 

explode in the distance astern.  She continued evasive action 

that morning, then returned to the general area of the attack 

shortly after noon.  She swept the area at periscope depth but 

found only a ring of marker buoys covering a radius of one-half 

mile. 

 

The vigorous depth charge attack had ended the career of 

Harder with all hands.  The Japanese report of the attack 

concluded that "much oil, wood chips, and cork floated in the 

vicinity." 

 

Dubbed "Hit 'Em Again, Harder," she had wreaked havoc 

among Japanese shipping.  Her record of aggressive and 

daring exploits became almost legendary.  

 

Harder received six battle stars and the Presidential Unit 

Citation for her World War II service. 

 

USS Cochino (SS-345) 

Class:  BALAO Class 

Launched:  20 Apr 1945 

Commissioned:  25 Aug 1945 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length:  311’ 9”  

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 August 1949  

7 Men Lost 

 

Cochino joined the U.S Atlantic Fleet, cruising East Coast and 

Caribbean Sea waters from her home port of Key West, 

Florida.  On 18 July 1949, she put to sea for a cruise to Britain 

and arctic operations.  Her group ran through a violent polar 

gale off Norway, and the jolting received by Cochino due to 

the heavy sea state wreaked havoc, causing an electrical fire 

and battery explosion on 25 August followed by the 

generation of both hydrogen and chlorine gases. 

 

Defying the most unfavorable weather conditions possible, 

Rear Admiral (then Captain) Rafael Benítez (1917–1999), 

commander of Cochino, and his men fought for 14 hours to 

save the submarine, displaying extraordinary seaman-ship and 

courage.  But a second battery explosion on 26 August 

necessitated orders to abandon ship and Cochino sank 

quickly thereafter.  The crew of USS Tusk, operating in 

company with Cochino, rescued all of Cochino’s men except 

for Robert Wellington Philo, a civilian engineer.  In addition, six 

crew members assigned to Tusk were lost during the rescue. 

  

Cochino is one of four United States Navy submarines to be lost 

since the end of World War II.  
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August 8 ................................................................... Base Meeting/Picnic (Clackamette Park, Oregon City, OR at 1100) 

 

August 14 ...................................................................................................... 70th Anniversary of Japanese Surrender, WWII 

 

September 7 .............................................................................................................................................................. Labor Day 

 

September 7-12 ................................................................................................. USSVI National Convention, Pittsburgh, PA 

 

September 10 ............................................................................................................... Base Meeting (No Chow this Month) 

 

October 8 ........................................................................................................................... Base Meeting (Chow this Month) 

 

October 12 ........................................................................................................................................................ Columbus Day 

 

October 13 .................................................................................................. 240th Birthday of the United States Navy (1775) 

 

October 31 ............................................................................................................................................................... Halloween 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
9 July 2015 

 
1730 E-Board Meeting c E-Board meeting called to order by Vice Commander Jay Agler.  Past 

Commander Ray Lough was present to assist with the POD for the meeting.  Meeting adjourned  

at 1830. 

 

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Vice Commander Jay Agler. 

 

 Invocation:  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Flag Salute:  Vice Commander Jay Agler 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Vice Commander Jay Agler 

 

 Introductions 

 

 Secretary’s Report E-Board Meeting:  Secretary Dennis Smith 

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  None; Treasurer Not Present 

 

 Commander’s Report:  Vice Commander Jay Agler 

 

Old Business:  Vice Commander Jay Agler brought us up to date on the progress of the Christmas 

Dinner at the Monarch Hotel.  The date will be Thursday, 10 December 2015.  The cost of the dinner 

and the tickets should be available at the October meeting. 

 

Jay reminded everyone about the Base Picnic coming up next month.  We will have a short 

meeting before the picnic.  Everyone is asked to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert.  The base will 

provide meat, corn, and cold drinks. 

  

Arlo Gatchel provided more information about the Moving Wall.  The Wall will be at Milwaukie High 

School from July 23rd through July 26th. There will be a Veterans Parade on July 25th from 1000 to 

1100.  Arlo has more information about the watch schedule and the parade. 

 
New Business:  Al Durkee, Western District Commander, was present.  Al informed us that the annual 

dues for USSVI National are going up by $5.00 effective 1 January 2016.  He also told us that the 

SSMC Base is closed.  The base has returned its charter to USSVI National.   

 

For the Good of the Order:  Tim Smart reported on his son’s Boy Scout project.  The flag pole project 

is not going to happen.  He is looking at other community projects to work on.  

 

Ray Lough reported on the Rogue-Umpqua Base parade.  The Albacore float won first place.  They 

had a lot of fun and there was a lot of interest in the Albacore.  We are still looking for a place to 

store the float.  It is currently at Tudor Davis’ residence.  We need to find a different home for it. 

 

Collie Collins has some free tickets for some different events around the area. 

 

Bob Wonsley, Bob Sumner, and Sandy Musa gave us some very good information about health 

issues related to asbestos.  There are a lot of Veterans out there that have this problem.  They urged 

everyone to get a check-up every year.  
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 
Bob Walters informed us that Fred Carneau’s wife is sick.  We will be sending her a get well card. 

 

 50/50 Drawing 

 

 Benediction: Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

2000 Meeting Adjourned 

 

Sailing List:  Agler; Brodie; Bryan; Collins; Durkee; Gatchel; Jackson; Keffer; Long (New Member – 

Welcome Aboard!); Lough; McLaughlin; Musa, Bill; Musa, Sandra; Schultz; Smart; Smith; Sumner; 

Thornhill; Thrall; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; Wonsley  

 

Guests:  Herb Herman 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dennis Smith  
Secretary 

Blueback Base  
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 
Blueback Base 

 

2015 Holiday Dinner 
will be held on  

Thursday, 10 December 2015 
at the 

Monarch Hotel and Conference 
Center, Clackamas, Oregon 

 

Social Hour begins at 1730 
Dinner will be served promptly at 1830 
Dinner to be followed by glad tidings  

and holiday cheer until 2300 



  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 1, 1944 - USS Puffer (SS-268) damages 

the Japanese oiler Sunosaki northeast of 

Borneo. 

 

August 2, 1944 - USS Tautog (SS-199) attacks 

Japanese convoy KO 8801, sinking Army cargo 

ship Konei Maru off Mikisaki, Honshu. 

  

August 3, 1958 - USS Nautilus (SSN-571) 

becomes the first ship to reach the geographic 

North Pole submerged.  Nautilus then proceeds 

from Greenland to Portland, England where she 

receives the Presidential Unit Citation, the first 

ever issued in peacetime, from American 

Ambassador J. H. Whitney. 

  

August 5, 1944 - USS Barbel (SS-316) sinks 

Japanese merchant passenger-cargo ship 

Miyako Maru off Tokuno Jima.  Also on this date, 

USS Cero (SS-225) attacks a Japanese convoy 

off Minanao and sinks oiler Tsurumi in Davao 

Gulf.  

 

August 8, 1942 - USS Narwhal (SS-167) sinks 

Japanese crab boat Bifuku Maru southeast of 

Shiriya Saki while USS S-38 (SS-143) sinks 

Japanese transport Meiyo Maru at the southern 

entrance of St. George Channel, between New 

Britain and New Ireland.  Also on this date USS 

Silversides (SS-236) attacks a Japanese convoy 

emerging from Kobe Harbor and sinks freighter 

Nikkei Maru in Kii Strait. 

 

August 10, 1942 - Off Kavieng, New Ireland, USS 

S-44 (SS-155) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese 

cruiser Kako as she retires from the Battle of 

Savo Island. 

 

August 12, 1944 - USS Pompon (SS-267) and USS 

Puffer (SS-268) attack Japanese convoys and 

damage and sink multiple Japanese destroyers.

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 14, 1945 - USS Spikefish (SS-404) sinks the 

Japanese submarine I-373 in the Sea of Japan.  

Also on this date, USS Torsk (SS-423) sinks 

Coastal Defense Vessels No. 13 and No. 47. 

 

August 16, 1944 - USS Croaker (SS-246) sinks 

Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Taito Maru. 

 

August 16, 1958 - USS Seadragon (SSN-584) 

launches at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.  USS 

Seadragon decommissions in 1984. 

 

August 17, 1942 - The submarines USS Nautilus 

(SS-168) and USS Argonaut (SM-1) land more 

than 200 Marines on Makin Island, Gilbert Islands 

in the first amphibious attack made from 

submarines. 

 

August 19, 1943 - USS Finback (SS-230) sinks 

Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser No. 109 off 

the eastern Celebes. 

 

August 22, 1944 - Submarines USS Haddo (SS-

255) and USS Harder (SS-257) encounter three 

Japanese escort vessels off the mouth of Manila 

Bay.  Haddo sinks Sado 35 miles west of Manila; 

Harder sinks Matsuwa and Hiburi about 50 miles 

west-southwest of Manila. 

 

August 23, 1944 - USS Haddo (SS-255) torpedoes 

Japanese destroyer Asakaze as the enemy 

warship is escorting the tanker Niyo Maru 20 

miles southwest of Cape Bolinao, Luzon, 

Philippine Islands.  Asakaze later sinks near Dasol 

Bay after attempts at salvage fail.  Also on this 

date, USS Tang (SS-306) attacks a Japanese 

convoy off Honshu, sinking the cargo ship 

Tsukushi Maru off Hamamatsu. 

 

 
(See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 8) 
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THIS MONTH IN  
SILENT SERVICE HISTORY 



THIS MONTH IN SILENT 

SERVICE HISTORY 
(Continued from Page 7) 

 
August 25, 1944 - USS Picuda (SS-382), in an attack 

on a Japanese convoy at the western entrance to 

the Babuyan Channel, sinks the destroyer Yunagi 

20 miles north-northeast of the Philippines as well 

as the merchant tanker Kotoku Maru. 

 

August 26, 1949 - While operating in stormy seas off 

northern Norway, USS Cochino (SS- 345) suffers a 

series of serious battery explosions that results in her 

loss.  Though all but one of Cochino's men are 

successfully rescued by USS Tusk (SS-426) – a 

civilian engineer assigned to the boat perished – 

Tusk loses six of her own crew during the difficult 

rescue effort. 
 

August 27, 1944 - USS Stingray (SS-186), after being 

depth charged and "lightly worked over” while 

reconnoitering a designated landing spot, 

successfully lands a party of one Filipino officer, 14 

men and more than 60 percent of the supplies 

earmarked for delivery to guerilla forces at Saddle 

Rock, Mayaira Point on the northwest shore of 

Luzon.  Heavy Japanese ship activity in the vicinity 

compels Stingray's departure before all stores 

could be landed. 

 

August 29, 1944 - USS Jack (SS-259) attacks 

Japanese convoy H3 and sinks minesweeper W28 

and Army cargo ship Mexico Maru northwest of 

Menado, Celebes. 

 

August 30, 1929 - At New London, Connecticut, 26 

officers and men test the Momsen lung to exit the 

submerged submarine USS S4 (SS-109).  S4, which 

sank in 1927 after being accidentally rammed by 

a Coast Guard cutter but was re-commissioned in 

October 1928 following salvage and repair, was 

used to develop new equipment and techniques 

for submarine salvage. 

 

  
 
 

 

First Female Enlisted Sailors Selected for 

Submarine Service 
 

KINGS BAY, GA (Navy News 

Service) -- With the release of 

NAVADMIN 142/15, "FY16 Enlisted 

Women in Submarines 

Selections," the first group of 

enlisted female Sailors from 

across the Navy has been 

chosen to serve in the U.S. Navy's 

submarine force. 

 

Rear Adm. Charles "Chas" 

Richard, Commander, Submarine 

Group 10 and Enlisted Women in 

Submarines Task Force 

Commander, said the interest to 

apply was impressive. 

 

"We couldn't be more pleased 

with the amount of interest 

shown by enlisted women in 

wanting the opportunity to serve 

in the undersea warfare domain. 

It's an exciting time in the 

submarine force, as we continue

 

to move forward in shaping the 

future of our force, drawing from 

the best pool of talent possible."  

 

A strong response fleetwide was 

received in the call for enlisted 

female Sailors applying for 

conversion into submarine force 

ratings. Applications from women 

representing 31 different ratings 

from shore and sea commands 

worldwide were received for the 

initial application period to fill 

four chief petty officer (E7 

paygrade) and 34 rating 

conversion positions in the 

paygrades of E6 and below 

across the two crews of the USS 

Michigan (SSGN 727). Michigan is 

one of the Navy's Ohio-class 

guided-submarines homeported 

in Bangor, Washington. 

 

Sailors from nearly every

 

community throughout the Navy 

applied and the selections 

represented this diverse group of 

applicants, including junior Sailors 

who enlisted under the 

Professional Apprenticeship 

Career Tracks (PACT) program. 

The skills and experience they are 

bringing with them into the 

submarine force will set the 

foundation for excelling in their 

new ratings. 

 

Based on the number of 

applications, the selection 

process was competitive and 

used an objective review and 

scoring of each application. 

Selections were made based on 

the Sailor's performance in their 

current rating, the Sailor's desired 

submarine rating assignment, the  

 
(See “Female Enlisted Sailors Selected for 

Submarine Service,” Page 9) 
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Female Enlisted 

Sailors Selected 

for Submarine 

Service 
(Continued from Page 8) 

 

needs of the ship to fill billets of 

planned rotations where 

appropriate, and lastly the needs 

of the Navy for rating community 

health, both in the old and new 

ratings. Applications were scored 

on performance evaluations, 

warfare qualifications, 

commanding officer 

endorsements, sea service time, 

physical readiness testing, and 

similarity of current rating to 

desired submarine rating.  

 

"There were many exceptional 

candidates who we were unable 

to select in this rotation simply 

because we did not have 

enough positions open on the first 

two crews," said Captain Rod 

Hutton, deputy commander for 

the Enlisted Women in 

Submarines Task Force.  "These 

fully qualified Sailors have been 

placed on the alternate list and 

will automatically be considered 

when we select the next group in 

continuing to grow opportunities 

for women to serve in the 

submarine force.  We look 

forward to reviewing their records 

again, as well as those of Sailors 

who want to add their names to 

the mix this summer and fall."  

 

Each Sailor will be contacted 

and provided the opportunity to 

update their application as they 

continue to excel in their careers 

today. For example, a Sailor 

selected as an alternate may 

have received her best 

evaluation of her career after 

submitting her initial application 

for the first cohort.  She will now 

 

 

 

 
have the opportunity to add that 

stellar evaluation to her existing 

application.  

 

With the Sailors having been 

identified, they will now undergo 

the standard submarine medical 

screening process.  After they 

have cleared medical screening, 

they will begin the training 

pipeline with Basic Enlisted 

Submarine School (BESS) in 

Groton, Connecticut.  Sailors who 

applied to change ratings will 

also be provided the technical 

training through Class "A" schools 

and possibly "C" schools to 

prepare them for their new 

assignment. 

 

These selections are only the first 

step in a long-term plan 

approved by the CNO to 

integrate the submarine force 

and provide opportunities for 

women in the Navy to serve in all 

types of submarines in support of 

all missions in the undersea 

warfare domain.  The next 

window for applications opened 

in July 2015, and was announced

  

 

 

 
via a separate NAVADMIN.  The 

second group of enlisted female 

submarine conversions will be 

assigned to another Ohio-class 

guided-missile submarine, USS  

Florida (SSGN 729), homeported 

in Kings Bay, Georgia. 
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Sailors provide underway training for two female Midshipmen conducting  

their summer cruise aboard the Ohio-class guided-missile 

submarine USS Michigan.  (Lt. Lara Bollinger/Navy) 

 



COMMANDER’S LOG 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

For those of you who can make it, I encourage you 

to don your hats and vests and join your shipmates 

in the parade on Saturday (for all the details, see 

Bob Walters’ email of July 11th). Personally I can’t 

think of a better way to promote the mission of 

USSVI and the Blueback Base than by getting out 

and showing the colors!  

 

Speaking of the Albacore float, we are still looking 

for a secure storage facility in the Portland area to 

keep the Albacore safe and out of the weather. If 

you have any ideas please let us know. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all at our annual 

picnic in Clackamette Park on August 8th!  

 

Fraternally,  

George 

George Hudson 

Base Commander 
 

 

SUBMARINE JOHN WARNER 

DELIVERED EARLY TO NAVY 
 

Newport News, VA (Navy News Service) -- The U.S. 

Navy accepted delivery of PCU John Warner (SSN 

785) on June 25, the 12th submarine of the Virginia 

Class.  

 

John Warner is the second of eight Virginia-class 

Block III ships and the sixth to be delivered to the 

U.S. Navy by Newport News Shipbuilding. 

 

The submarine is named after John Warner, the 

five-term U.S. Senator from Virginia who served in 

both the Navy and Marine Corps, and was 

Secretary of the Navy from 1972 to 1974.  His wife, 

Jeanne Warner, is the ship's sponsor. 

 

"Like the ship before her, USS North Dakota, John 

Warner delivered ahead of schedule and within 

budget," said Rear Admiral David C. Johnson, 

Program Executive Officer for Submarines.  "The 

crew of John Warner has upheld the highest 

standards of excellence in the Virginia Class 

program."

John Warner successfully completed the Navy's 

Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV) trials, 

which evaluate the submarine's seaworthiness and 

operational capabilities, on June 12.  During the 

trials the crew took the submarine to test depth, 

tested the submarine's propulsion plant and 

material readiness, resulting in the highest INSURV 

score of the Virginia-class submarines.  John 

Warner will spend the upcoming weeks preparing 

for its August 1 commissioning in Norfolk, Virginia.  

 

Block III submarines feature a redesigned bow, 

which replaces 12 individual launch tubes with two 

large-diameter Virginia Payload Tubes, each 

capable of launching six Tomahawk cruise missiles, 

among other design changes that reduced the 

submarines' acquisition cost while maintaining their 

outstanding warfighting capabilities. 

 

Virginia-class submarines are built to dominate the 

world's littoral and deep waters while conducting 

anti-submarine; anti-surface ship; strike; special 

operation forces; intelligence, surveillance, and 

reconnaissance; irregular warfare; and mine 

warfare missions. Their inherent stealth, endurance, 

firepower, and sensor suite directly enable them to 

support five of the six maritime strategy core 

capabilities – sea control, power projection, 

forward presence, maritime security, and 

deterrence. 

 

Team Submarine oversees the submarine force's 

research, development, acquisition, maintenance 

and life cycle support. 
 

 
The Virginia-Class Submarine John Warner (SSN 785) returns from 

its final round of sea trials.  The submarine, named for the former 

Secretary of the Navy and Virginia Senator, is scheduled to be 

commissioned on 1 Aug 2015 at the U.S. Naval Station, Norfolk, 

Virginia. 
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