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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

COMMANDER’S LOG 
 

Guest Speaker for November 2016 Base Meeting: 

 
We will have a guest speaker at our November meeting:  Ms. 

Rebecca Bennett from Wreaths Across America (WAA).  WAA 

is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization formed in 2007 as an 

extension of The Arlington Wreath Project, with participating 

locations in all 50 states as well as 24 National Veterans 

cemeteries on foreign soil. 

 

What began in 1992 with a trailer load of wreaths, decorated 

by volunteers and laid at the graves of fallen soldiers at 

Arlington National Cemetery, has now become a national organization with over 900 

participating locations - all focused on WAA’s mission to Remember,  Honor, Teach.  This 

mission is carried out in part by coordinating wreath laying ceremonies on a specified 

Saturday in December at Arlington, as well as at Veterans cemeteries and other locations  

in all 50 states and beyond.   

 

WAA also organizes a week of events including international veteran’s tributes, ceremonies 

at State Houses and a week-long “Veteran’s Parade” between Maine and Virginia with 

stops along the way to spread its message about the importance of remembering our 

fallen heroes, honoring those who serve, and teaching our children about the sacrifices 

made by veterans and their families to preserve our freedoms. 

 

2016 Blueback Base Elections: 
 

Mike Worden has volunteered to serve for another year as Base Treasurer, and his name is 

on the ballot sent out by the Nominating Committee.  However, we do not have any 

nominations or volunteers for Base Secretary.  Base Secretary is an essential part of the 

Executive Board.  According to our Blueback Base Constitution and By-Laws, the duties of 

the Base Secretary include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

 (See “Commander’s Log,” Page 10) 
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ON ETERNAL PATROL: 

BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 
 

USS Albacore (SS-218) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  17 Feb 1942 

Commissioned:  1 Jun 1942  

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 7 November 1944 

85 Men Lost 

 
USS Albacore left Pearl Harbor on 24 October 1944, Lieutenant 

Commander Hugh Raynor Rimmer, U.S. Naval Academy Class of 

1937, in command.  She topped off her fuel tanks at Midway Island 

on 28 October and was never heard from again.  

 

According to Japanese records captured after the war, a 

submarine presumed to be Albacore struck a naval mine very 

close to the shore off northeastern Hokkaidō on 7 November 1944. 

A Japanese patrol boat witnessed the explosion of a submerged 

submarine and saw a great deal of heavy oil, cork, bedding, and 

food supplies rise to the surface.  On 21 December, Albacore was 

presumed lost. Her name was stricken from the Naval Vessel 

Register on 30 March 1945. 

 

Albacore holds the distinction of sinking the most warship tonnage 

of any U.S. submarine.  During the war, she was credited with 

sinking 13 Japanese ships (including two destroyers, a light cruiser, 

and the aircraft carrier Taihō) and damaging another five.  In 

addition to being awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, Albacore 

received nine battle stars for her service in World War II. 

 

USS Growler (SS-215) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  22 Nov 1941 

Commissioned:  20 Mar 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 8 November 1944  

86 Men Lost 

 

USS Growler’s 11th and final war patrol began out of Fremantle on 

20 October 1944 in a wolf pack with USS Hake (SS-256) and USS 

Hardhead (SS-365). On 8 November the wolf pack, headed by 

Growler, closed a convoy for attack with Growler on the opposite 

side of the enemy from Hake and Hardhead.   The order to 

commence attacking was the last communication ever received 

from Growler.  

 

After the attack was underway, Hake and Hardhead heard what 

sounded like a torpedo explosion and then a series of depth 

charges on Growler’s side of the convoy, followed by silence.  All 

efforts to contact Growler for the next three days proved futile.  

 

Although it is possible that Growler was sunk by one of her own 

torpedoes, it is probable that the convoy's escorts, the Japanese 

destroyer Shigure, and frigates Chiburi and CD-19, sank her.  The 

submarine, a veteran of seven successful war patrols, was 

ultimately listed as lost in action against the enemy, cause 

unknown.   

 

Growler received eight battle stars for her World War II service.

USS Scamp (SS-277) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  20 Jul 1942 

Commissioned:  18 Sep 1942 

Builder:  Portsmouth Navy Shipyard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 11 November 1944  

83 Men Lost 

 

Following a thorough overhaul after completing her seventh war 

patrol, USS Scamp departed from Pearl Harbor on her eighth and 

final war patrol on 16 October 1944.  She fueled at Midway Island 

on 20 October, then set a course for the Bonin Islands.   

 

On 9 November, Scamp acknowledged a message changing her 

patrol area.  At that time she reported her position to be about 150 

miles (240 km) north of the Bonin Islands with all 24 torpedoes 

aboard and 77,000 gallons of fuel remaining.  

 

On 14 November, Scamp was ordered to take up the life guard 

station off Tokyo Bay in support of B-29 Superfortress bomber strikes, 

but failed to acknowledge the message. Scamp was never heard 

from again.  From records available after the war it appears that 

Scamp was sighted by Japanese planes and was reportedly 

depth charged by the Japanese warship Kaibokan to the south of 

Tokyo Bay on 11 November 1944.  

 

Scamp was struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 28 April 1945.  

She was awarded seven battle stars for her World War II service. 

 
USS Corvina (SS-226) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  9 May 1943 

Commissioned:  6 Aug 1943 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 16 November 1943  

82 Men Lost 

 
Following her commissioning on 6 August 1943, USS Corvina 

cleared New London, Connecticut on 18 September 1943. And 

arrived at Pearl Harbor on 14 October 1943 for service in the 

Pacific theater of operations.  She put out from Pearl Harbor on her 

maiden war patrol on 4 November, topped off her fuel tanks at 

Johnston Island two days later, and was never heard from again. 

 

Corvina’s assignment had been a dangerous one: to patrol as 

closely as possible to the heavily guarded stronghold of Truk and 

to intercept any Japanese sortie endangering the forthcoming 

American invasion of the Gilbert Islands. 

 

Japanese records report that Japanese submarine I-176 launched 

three torpedoes at an enemy submarine south of Truk at Latitude 

5° 50' N, Longitude 151° 10' E. on 16 November, claiming two hits 

which resulted in the explosion of the target.  The loss of Corvina 

with her entire crew of 82 was announced on 14 March 1944, 

making Corvina the only American submarine to be sunk by a 

Japanese submarine in the entire war. 

 
(See “Boats Lost in the Month of November,” Page 3) 
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BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 
(Continued From Page 2) 

 

USS Sculpin (SS-191) 

Class:  Sargo Class 

Launched:  27 Jul 1938 

Commissioned:  16 Jan 1939 

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 310’ 6”  

Beam:  26’ 10” 

Lost on 19 November 1943  

63 Men Lost 

 

Following a brief overhaul at Pearl Harbor, Sculpin departed 

Hawaii on 5 November 1943.  Ordered to patrol north of Truk, she 

was to intercept and attack Japanese forces leaving Truk to 

oppose the forthcoming invasion of Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands.   

 

Sculpin and two other submarines were to form a wolf pack to 

make coordinated attacks on the enemy, with either Searaven or 

Apogon.  Captain John P. Cromwell, who had been fully briefed 

on the Tarawa operation, was on board Sculpin to coordinate wolf 

pack operations. 

 

After refueling at Johnston Island on 7 November, Sculpin 

proceeded to her assigned station.  On 29 November, Captain 

Cromwell was ordered to activate the wolf pack. When the 

submarine failed to acknowledge, the message was repeated 48 

hours later.  The submarine was presumed lost on 30 December 

and was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 25 March 1944. 

 

The account of Sculpin’s final patrol was given by the surviving 

members of her crew who were liberated from Japanese POW 

camps after V-J Day.  On 16 November, Sculpin had arrived on 

station and had made radar contact with a large, high-speed 

convoy on the night of 18 November.  Making a fast end run on 

the surface to attack on the morning of 19 November, she was in 

firing position but was forced to dive when the convoy and its 

escorts zigged toward her.  When the Japanese task force 

changed course, Sculpin surfaced to make another run but was 

discovered by the Japanese destroyer Yamagumo which the 

convoy commander had left behind, only 600 yards away, for just 

this eventuality.  

 

Although Sculpin escaped the first salvo of depth charges, a 

second string of "ash cans" knocked out her depth gauge and 

caused considerable damage, including temporary loss of depth 

control.  As a result, Sculpin ran beyond safe depth so that many 

leaks developed in the hull.  So much water entered that the 

submarine was forced to run at high speed just to maintain depth.  

 

The submarine’s commanding officer, Commander Fred 

Connaway, decided to surface and give the crew of the doomed 

vessel a chance for survival.  With her decks still awash, Sculpin’s 

gunners manned the deck guns but were no match for the 

destroyer’s main battery.  A shell hit the conning tower and killed 

the bridge watch, including Connaway, and flying fragments killed 

the gun crew, including gunnery officer Lieutenant Joseph 

Defrees, the son of the ship's sponsor.  

 
 

The ship’s senior surviving officer, Lieutenant George E. Brown, 

ordered Sculpin abandoned and scuttled.  Before he opened the 

vents, he informed Captain Cromwell.  Fearing he might reveal the 

plans for the Tarawa invasion under the influence of torture or 

drugs, Cromwell refused to leave the stricken submarine, giving his 

life to escape capture.  He was posthumously awarded the Medal 

of Honor for his act of heroism and devotion to country.  

 

Forty-two of Sculpin’s crew were picked up by Yamagumo.  One 

badly wounded sailor was thrown back in the sea because of his 

condition.  The survivors were questioned at the Japanese naval 

base at Truk, then were embarked on two aircraft carriers that 

were returning to Japan.  

 

The carrier Chuyo carried 21 of the survivors in her hold.  On 2 

December, Chuyo was torpedoed and sunk by USS Sailfish; twenty 

of the American prisoners perished.  One man, George Rocek, was 

saved when he was able to grab hold of a ladder on the side of a 

passing Japanese destroyer and haul himself on board.  

 

The remaining 21 survivors arrived at the Ōfuna POW camp in 

Japan on 5 December and after further questioning were sent to 

work in the Ashio copper mines for the duration of the war. 

 

Sculpin was awarded eight battle stars for her service in World War 

II, in addition to receiving the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation. 

She ended the war with a total of three confirmed ships sunk for a 

total of 9,835 tons.  
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November 1 .................................................................................................................................... Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 

November 3 ............................................................................................................................................................ Election Day 

 

November 7 ............................................. 29th Annual Lough Legacy Veterans Day Parade, Fort Vancouver, Washington 

 

November 11 ......................................................................................................................................................... Veterans Day 

 

November 11 ............................................. 42nd Annual Ross Hollywood Chapel Veterans Day Parade, Portland, Oregon 

 

November 12 .................................................................................................................. Base Meeting (No Chow this Month) 

 

November 26 .................................................................................................................................................. Thanksgiving Day 

 

December 7 ................................................................................... Anniversary of Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor (1941) 

 

December 10 ............................................................ Base Meeting/Christmas Party, Monarch Hotel, Clackamas, Oregon 

 

December 12 .............................................................................................................. National Wreaths Across America Day 

 

December 25 ....................................................................................................................................................... Christmas Day 

 

December 31 ..................................................................................................................................................... New Year’s Eve 

 

January 1 ........................................................................................................................................................... New Year’s Day 

 

January 14 ...................................................................................................................... Base Meeting (No Chow this Month) 

 

January 18 ....................................................................................................................................... Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
8 October 2015 

 
1730 E-Board Meeting called to order by Base Commander George Hudson.  Members present at the 

meeting were Commander George Hudson; Vice Commander Jay Agler; Secretary Dennis 

Smith; Treasurer Mike Worden; Trustee Gary Webb; and Past Commander Ray Lough.  Bills were 

presented, discussed and authorized to be paid.  We had a discussion about Life Membership.  

Ray Lough reminded the Board to turn in a report of the possession of Blueback Base assets.  

Commander Hudson reminded the Treasurer to be prepared for an audit of the books at year 

end.  Meeting adjourned at 1800. 

 

Our Ladies once again presented us with a beautiful dinner.  Lots of really great food. Thank you, 

Ladies, very, very much! 

 

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander George Hudson. 

 

 Invocation:  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Flag Salute:  Commander George Hudson 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Commander George Hudson 

 

 Introductions 

 

Secretary’s Report E-Board Meeting:  Base Secretary Dennis Smith  

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Mike Worden 

 

 Commander’s Report:  Commander George Hudson 

 

Old Business:  Vice Commander Jay Agler has tickets for sale for the Christmas Dinner.   

 

For the Good of the Order:  Mr. Martin Ornelis from the Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs 

(ODVA) made a presentation. He brought a lot of printed information for the members.  His 

presentation was very informative. He told us that one of the things ODVA does is to assist 

veterans in filling out the proper forms and described the materials needed when applying for 

benefits from the Federal Department of Veterans Affairs.  ODVA can be very helpful with the 

process.  

 

 50/50 Break 

 

New Business: 

 

 Gary Thrall presented a project that he felt would be a money maker for the Base.  A motion 

was made, seconded, and passed to have Gary continue with the project. 
 

 Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel has some free ribbons if anyone needs them. 

 

 Bill Bryan passed out forms for the Silent Auction at the Christmas Dinner. 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 

 Past Commander Ray Lough is heading the nomination committee. He asked for names for 

the positions of Base Secretary and Base Treasurer to be put on the ballots.  

 

 WD4 Commander Al Durkee was present for the Base Meeting and he informed us that the 

membership dues will be going up next year. 

 

50/50 Drawing 

 

 Benediction:  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel  

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  2005 

 

Sailing List: Agler; Bryan; Daniels; Darkes; Durkee; Gatchel; Graham; Hudson; Lee; Lough; 

McLaughlin; Musa, Sandra; Musa, Bill; Parker; Savage; Shoesmith; Smith; Sumner; Thrall; Vrooman; 

Webb; Worden 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dennis Smith 
Dennis Smith 

Secretary 

Blueback Base  
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USSVI Blueback Base 
 

2015 Christmas Party 
Thursday, 10 December 2015 

at the 

Monarch Hotel and Conference Center 
 

Social Hour begins at 1730 
Dinner served promptly at 1830 

Dinner followed by glad tidings and holiday cheer until 2300 
 

Tickets now available for $22.00 per person 
Purchase tickets at the November Base meeting 

or send a check or money order (no cash, please!) to 
 

USSVI Blueback Base 
P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR    97015-1887 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 1, 1944 - USS Blackfin (SS 322) attacks a Japanese 

convoy and sinks auxiliary vessel Caroline Maru and transport 

No.12 Unkai Maru in Mindoro Strait. Meanwhile, USS Ray (SS 

271) sinks the Japanese merchant tanker No. 7 Horai Maru 

and lands a party of three men, together with two tons of 

supplies, at Mamburao on the west coast of Mindoro. 

 

November 2, 1943 - USS Halibut (SS 232), USS Seahorse (SS 

304), and USS Trigger (SS 237), all operating independently of 

each other, attack a Japanese convoy south of Honshu and 

sink five enemy vessels. 

  

November 3, 1944 - USS Gurnard (SS 254) attacks a Japanese 

convoy and sinks the Japanese freighter Taimei Maru west of 

the Labaun, Borneo while USS Pintado (SS 387) attacks a small 

detachment of Japanese warships and sinks the destroyer 

Akikaze west of the Lingayen Gulf. 

 

November 4, 1971 - USS Nathaniel Greene (SSBN 636) 
launches a Poseidon C-3 missile in the first surface launch of 

the weapon. 

 

November 7, 1944 - USS Albacore (SS 218) is sunk by a mine off 

the northern tip of Honshu.  All hands are lost. 

  

November 8, 1943 - USS Bluefish (SS 222) sinks the Japanese 

army tanker Kyokeui Maru in the South China Sea off the 

northwest coast of Luzon while USS Rasher (SS 269) sinks the 

Japanese merchant tanker Tango Maru in Makassar Strait 

and survives counterattacks by auxiliary submarine chaser 

Cha 41. 

 

November 9, 1944 - USS Barbero (SS 317) attacks a Japanese 

convoy and sinks the merchant ship Shimotsu Maru about 250 

miles west of Manila while USS Queenfish (SS 393) also attacks 

a Japanese convoy and sinks the gunboat Chojusan Maru 

about 50 miles west of Kyushu.  Additionally on this date, USS 

Haddo (SS 255) sinks the Japanese tanker No. 2 Hishu Maru in 

Mindoro Strait. 

 

November 9, 1956 - Secretary of the Navy Charles S. Thomas 

proposes the Polaris missile program to Secretary of Defense 

Charles E. Wilson.November 10, 1959 - USS Triton (SSRN 586) is 
commissioned as a nuclear-powered radar picket submarine. 

 

November 14, 1943 - USS Narwhal (SS 167) delivers 46 tons of 

ammunition and stores, disembarks a Navy officer at Nasipit, 

Mindanao and embarks 32 evacuees, including eight 

women, two children and a baby, all of whom are 

transported to Darwin, Australia.

November 14, 1944 - USS Jack (SS 259) attacks a Japanese 

convoy off Cape Padaran, French Indochina and sinks the 

freighter Hinaga Maru, while USS Raton (SS 270) attacks a 

Japanese convoy off the northwest coast of Luzon and sinks 

the merchant tanker No. 5 Unkai Maru.  Also, USS Ray (SS 271) 

sinks Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No. 7 65 miles northwest 

of Cape Bolinao. 

 

November 15, 1943 - USS Crevalle (SS 291) sinks Japanese 

army cargo ship Kyokko Maru off San Antonio, Zambales 

province, Philippines. 

 

November 15, 1944 - USS Barbel (SS 316) attacks a Japanese 

convoy about 250 miles east of Tourane, French Indochina, 

sinking transports Misaki Maru and Sugiyama Maru, then 

escapes searches by minesweepers W-18 and W-20.  USS 

Batfish (SS 310) sinks Japanese supply ship Kurasaki north-

northwest of Cape Bolinao while USS Jack (SS 259) sinks 

transports Nichiel Maru and No. 2 Yuzan Maru. 

 

November 16, 1963 - President John F. Kennedy, on board USS 

Observation Island (EAG 154), witnesses the launch of a Polaris 

A-2 missile by USS Andrew Jackson (SSBN 619). 

 

November 18, 1943 - USS Bluefish (SS 222) sinks the Japanese 

destroyer Sanae and damages the oiler Ondo 90 miles south 

of Basilan Island. 

 

November 18, 1944 - USS Blackfin (SS 322) diverts from her war 

patrol and picks up captured Japanese cryptographic and 

technical equipment, along with other secret documents, 

west of Camurong River on the north coast of Mindoro, 

Philippines.   

 

November 18, 1944 - USS Peto (SS 265), USS Spadefish (SS 411), 

and USS Sunfish (SS 281) attack the same Japanese convoy in 

the East China Sea.  Peto sinks army cargo ships Aisakasan 

Maru and Chinkai Maru.  Spadefish sinks auxiliary submarine 

chaser Cha 156 and Sunfish sinks army transport Seisho Maru. 

 

November 19, 1943 - USS Nautilus (SS 168) enters Tarawa 

Lagoon for the first submarine photograph reconnaissance 

mission.  She is later damaged by friendly fire from USS Santa 

Fe (CL 60) and USS Ringgold (DD 500) off Tarawa because, 

due to the mission, Nautilus' presence was unknown to the 

vessels. 

 

November 19, 1943 - USS Sculpin (SS 191) is damaged by the 

Japanese and abandoned by her crew.  Forty-one Sailors are 

taken as POWs, 21 of whom are taken aboard the Japanese 

 

(See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 8) 

 
 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 7 

THIS MONTH IN         
SILENT SERVICE HISTORY 



THIS MONTH IN SILENT 

SERVICE HISTORY 
(Continued from Page 7) 
 

carrier Chuyo that is later sunk by USS Sailfish (SS 192).  Only 

one of the 21 Sailors survives and later rejoins the other 20 

men.  They remain at the POW Camp Ashio until they are 

freed on September 4, 1945.  

 

November 21, 1943 - USS Nautilus (SS 168) lands a U.S. 

Marine Corps reconnaissance company on Abemama, 

Gilbert Islands while USS Trigger (SS 237) sinks Japanese 

freighter Eizan Maru in the Yellow Sea. 

 

November 21, 1944 - USS Sealion (SS 315) sinks the Japanese 

battleship Kongo and destroyer Urakaze 60 miles north-

northwest of Formosa. 

 

November 22, 1944 - USS Besugo (SS 321) sinks the Japanese 

landing ship T-151 off the northern tip of Palawan while USS 

Guavina (SS 362) sinks the Japanese army cargo ship Dowa 

Maru northwest of Borneo. 

 

November 23, 1944 - USS Bang (SS 385) sinks Japanese 

freighter Sakae Maru and transport Amakusa Maru; USS

 
 

Redfish (SS 395) sinks freighter Hozan Maru; and USS Picuda 

(SS 382) sinks freighters Fukuju Maru and Shuyo Maru. 

 

November 25, 1944 - USS Hardhead (SS 365) attacks a 

Japanese convoy 60 miles west of Manila and sinks Coast 

Defense Vessel No. 38 off Bataan Peninsula while USS Atule 

(SS 403) sinks Japanese freighter Santos Maru off Sabtang 

Island, Luzon.  Also, USS Mingo (SS 261) sinks Japanese army 

transport Manila Maru. 

 

November 27, 1943 - USS Bowfin (SS 287) sinks the Vichy 

French cargo ship Van Vollenhoven off the coast of French 

Indochina while USS Seahorse (SS 304) sinks the Japanese 

fleet tanker San Ramon Maru in the East China Sea. 

 

November 29, 1944 - USS Archerfish (SS 311) sinks Japanese 

carrier Shinano on her maiden voyage 160 nautical miles 

southwest of Tokyo Bay.  Shinano is the largest warship sunk 

by any combatant submarine during World War II. 

 

November 29, 1944 - USS Scabbardfish (SS 411) sinks the 

Japanese submarine I-365 east of Honshu. 

 

November 30, 1962 - USS Henry Clay (SSBN 625) is launched 

at Newport News, Virginia.  In 1990, she is decommissioned 

and completes the submarine recycling program in the fall 

of 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

How to Prepare for Mars? NASA Consults the 

U.S. Navy Submarine Force 
 

GROTON, CONNECTICUT – As NASA 
contemplates a manned voyage to 
Mars and the effects missions deeper 
into space could 
have on 
astronauts, it’s 
tapping research 
from another outfit 
with experience 
sending people to 
the deep: the U.S. 
Navy submarine 
force. 
 
The space agency 
is working with a 
military laboratory 
at the submarine 
base in Groton, 
Connecticut to 
measure how 
teams cope with 
stress during 
month-long 
simulations of 
space flight.

While one travels through outer space 
and the other the ocean’s depths, 
astronauts and submariners face many

of the same challenges. Isolated for 
long stretches of time, they rely on 
crew mates for their lives in remote, 

inhospitable 
environments.  
 
“We have a 
shared interest 
with the Navy in 
team resilience,” 
Brandon Vessey, 
a scientist with 
NASA’s human 
research program, 
said. “When you 
stick people 
together for a long 
period of time, 
how are they 
going to do?” 
 
 

(See “NASA 

Consults 

Submarine 

Force,” Page 9) 
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The three-story Human Exploration Research Analog habitat sits at the Johnson Space 
Center in Houston, Texas (Associated Press Photo) 



NASA Consults Submarine Force 
(Continued from Page 8) 
 

 
 

The Navy research that piqued NASA’s 
interest started about five years ago 
when the Groton-based Naval 
Submarine Medical Research 
Laboratory, at the request of the 
submarine force, began examining 
ways to make tactical teams work 
together better. 
 
Through observation of submarine 
crews, the Navy scientists developed a 
way to evaluate how teams are 
performing. The study singled out 
important team practices including 
dialogue, critical thinking and decision-
making and developed a way to assess 
how teams respond to setbacks. The 
research was made available more 
than a year ago to submarine 
commanding officers, but it has not yet 
been institutionalized by the Navy. 

“If this tool can identify precursors of 
when a team is about to change, that’s 
particularly what we’re hoping for,” said 
Jerry Lamb, the lab’s technical director. 
 
The experiment with NASA is expected 
to begin in January or February.  The 
space agency is taking a bigger interest 
in human behavior issues as it pursues 
the capability to send humans to an 
asteroid by 2025 and to Mars in the 
2030s. 
 
NASA is using a capsule about the size 
of a two-bedroom apartment at the 
Johnson Space Center in Houston to 
study how astronauts might perform 
and behave during lengthy missions. 
Four volunteers at a time live and work 
for 30-day stints aboard the habitat, 
which is supported by a small version 

of mission control. 
 

Video and audio recordings of the 
subjects from the experiment with the 
Navy lab will be sent to scientists in 
Connecticut for their analysis. 
 

Ronald Steed, a former submarine 
commander who participated in the 
Navy’s research, said the experience 
aboard a space ship will resemble that 
of submariners more as it travels 
farther into space and faces a longer 
delay in communications with Earth. 
 

“Like a submarine commander can’t 
always call to shore, you can’t just call 
back to Earth for advice,” he said. “The 
commander’s going to have to have a 
set of tools that lets him or her look at 
the crew and make a determination 
about where they are.” 

 

 

 

 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF VETERANS DAY 
On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 
of 1918 an armistice, or temporary cessation of 
hostilities, was declared between the Allied 
nations and Germany in the First World War, 
then known as “the Great War.”  
Commemorated as Armistice Day beginning 
the following year, November 11th became a 
legal federal holiday in the United States in 
1938.  In the aftermath of World War II and the 
Korean War, Armistice Day became Veterans 
Day, a holiday dedicated to American veterans 
of all wars. 
 

THE GREAT WAR & ARMISTICE 
DAY  
 
Though the Treaty of Versailles was signed on 
June 28, 1919, November 11 remained in the 
public imagination as the date that marked the 
end of the Great War.  In November 1918, U.S. 
President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed 
November 11th as the first commemoration of 
Armistice Day.  The day’s observation included 
parades and public gatherings, as well as a 
brief pause in business activities at 11:00 am.  
On November 11, 1921, an unidentified 
American soldier killed in the war was buried 
at Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, 
D.C.; the U.S. Congress had declared the day a 
legal federal holiday in honor of all those who 
participated in the war.  On the same day, 
unidentified soldiers were laid to rest at 

Westminster Abbey in London and at the Arc 
de Triomphe in Paris. 
 
On June 4, 1926, Congress passed a resolution 
that the “recurring anniversary of [November 
11, 1918] should be commemorated with 
thanksgiving and prayer and exercises 
designed to perpetuate peace through good 
will and mutual understanding between 
nations” and that the president should issue 
an annual proclamation calling for the 
observance of Armistice Day.  By that time, 27 
state legislatures had made November 11th a 
legal holiday.  An act approved on May 13, 1938 
made November 11th a legal Federal holiday, 
“dedicated to the cause of world peace and to 
be hereafter celebrated and known as 
Armistice Day.”   
 

FROM ARMISTICE DAY TO 
VETERANS DAY  
 
American effort during World War II (1941-
1945) saw the greatest mobilization of the U.S. 
Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force in the 
nation’s history (more than 16 million people); 
some 5.7 million more served in the Korean 
War (1950 to 1953).  In 1954, after lobbying 
efforts by veterans’ service organizations, the 
83rd U.S. Congress amended the 1938 act that 
had made Armistice Day a holiday, striking the 
word “Armistice” in favor of “Veterans.”  

President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the 
legislation on June 1, 1954.  From then on, 
November 11th became a day to honor 
American veterans of all wars. 
 
The next development in the story of Veterans 
Day unfolded in 1968 when Congress passed 
the Uniform Holidays Bill, which sought to 
ensure three-day weekends for federal 
employees – and to encourage tourism and 
travel – by celebrating four national holidays 
(Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, 
Veterans Day and Columbus Day) on Mondays. 
 
The observation of Veterans Day was set as 
the fourth Monday in October.   The first 
Veterans Day under the new law was Monday, 
October 25, 1971; confusion ensued, as many 
states disapproved of this change and 
continued to observe the holiday on its 
original date.  In 1975, after it became evident 
that the actual date of Veterans Day carried 
historical and patriotic significance to many 
Americans, President Gerald R. Ford signed a 
new law returning the observation of Veterans 
Day to November 11th beginning in 1978.  If 
November 11th falls on a Saturday or Sunday, 
the federal government observes the holiday 
on the previous Friday or following Monday, 
respectively. 
 
 
(See “Veterans Day,” Page 10) 
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http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/columbus-day


VETERANS DAY 
(Continued from Page 9) 
 

CELEBRATING VETERANS DAY 
AROUND THE WORLD  
 
Britain, France, Australia and Canada also 
commemorate the veterans of World Wars I 
and II on or near November 11th; Canada 
celebrates Remembrance Day, while Britain 
has Remembrance Sunday (the second Sunday 
of November).  In Europe, Britain and the 
Commonwealth countries it is common to 
observe two minutes of silence at 11:00 am 
every November 11th.

 
 

In the United States, an official wreath-laying 
ceremony is held each Veterans Day at the 
Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National 
Cemetery, while parades and other 
celebrations are held in states around the 
country.  Veterans Day is not to be confused 
with Memorial Day – a common 
misunderstanding, according to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs.   
 
Memorial Day (the fourth Monday in May) 
honors American service members who died in 
service to their country or as a result of injuries 
incurred during battle, while Veterans Day 
pays tribute to all American veterans – living or 
dead – but especially gives thanks to living 
veterans who served their country honorably 
during war or peacetime. 

  
 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDER’S LOG 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

 The taking and keeping of the 

minutes of all Base meetings and 

Executive Board meetings. 

 Answering and keeping a record 

of all Base correspondence. 

 Publication and distribution of 

the Blueback Base newsletter 

(note: this function has been 

delegated to a separate 

appointed position, Editor of the 

“Venting Sanitary Inboard” 

newsletter). 

 Keeping the membership rolls in 

a manner prescribed by the 

Commander. 

 Drafting “Calls of Meetings.” 

 Assisting and advising as the 

Commander sees fit. 

 

This is a critical position which keeps 

our organization running smoothly 

and efficiently.  Please consider 

volunteering and contact our 

Nominating Committee, Ray Lough 

or Scott Duncan. 

 

Also, Ray Lough has sent out email 

ballots for the positions of Secretary 

and Treasurer.  Mike Worden is the 

nominee for Treasurer, but there is a 

blank for a “write-in” candidate if 

you so choose.  Please return your 

ballots by email to Ray Lough or 

bring them to the November 

meeting. 

 

Veteran’s Day Parade, 

Vancouver: 
 
Ray Lough will be coordinating our 

Veterans Day Parade in Vancouver 

on Saturday, November 7th.  Staging 

will be between 0800 and 1030 at 

the Albacore float near the 

intersection of Evergreen and R 

Streets.  The parade will start at 

1100. 

 

Christmas Party:  
 
We are hoping for a big turn-out at 

our annual Christmas Party at the 

Monarch Hotel. So far, I have had 

two members of the Rogue/ 

Umpqua Base tell me they will be 

attending.  Vice-Commander Jay 

Agler will be selling tickets at the 

November meeting for $22.00 per 

person.  In my opinion our meals at 

the Monarch have been great – 

certainly not the usual hotel rubber 

chicken! 

 

At our October meeting Bill Bryan 

passed out forms for those who 

would like to donate items for the 

silent auction.  Please bring your 

forms or donation items to the 

November meeting. If you can’t 

make the meeting or haven’t 

decided what you might want to 

auction, please contact Bill Bryan or 

me by phone or email. 

 

Fraternally, 

George 
George Hudson 

Base Commander 
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Red poppies, a symbol of World War I (from their 
appearance in the poem "In Flanders Fields" by John 

McCrae), are sold in Canada and the United Kingdom on 
Remembrance Day to raise money for veterans and       

are often worn in the lapel as a tribute. 


