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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

COMMANDER’S LOG 
 

Mariners have been superstitious ever since the first cavemen built a raft 

and put out to sea.  Some of these superstitions include: don’t whistle 

aboard ship, don’t bring women aboard, don’t bring bananas aboard, 

etc.  If you search the Internet for sailor’s superstitions you’ll find many. The 

British Navy even has a relatively new term for 

bad luck at sea, “a Jonah.”  Jonah was a 

character in a British comic strip from 1958 to 

1963 that brought disaster to ships every time 

he went to sea. 

 

So, let me tell you about a true Jonah story I 

experienced in 1968 aboard the USS Swordfish 

(SSN 579).  When I reported to the Swordfish I 

was assigned to the forward I.C. Electrician 

gang supervised by Chief John W. Peters.  

 

In 1963 John Peters was an I.C. Electrician on 

the USS Scorpion (SSN 589).  In April of the same 

year he was temporarily assigned to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard to 

assist in the installation and testing of some new equipment aboard the  

USS Thresher (SSN 593).  On April 9, 1963 John was scheduled to go to sea 

on board Thresher to test out the new equipment he had been working on.  

That day the Thresher was scheduled to meet a submarine rescue ship for 

her first dive following a major overhaul. 

 
 

 (See “Commander’s Log,” Page 10) 
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ON ETERNAL PATROL: 

BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 
 

 

USS Capelin (SS-289) 

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  20 Jan 1943 

Commissioned:  4 Jun 1943  

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 2 December 1943 

76 Men Lost 

 
Following her first war patrol, Capelin returned to Darwin, Australia 

with a defective conning tower hatch mechanism, excessively 

noisy bow planes, and a defective radar tube.  With these flaws 

corrected, Capelin put out on her second war patrol 17 

November 1943 in the Molucca Sea and Celebes Sea.  She was to 

leave her area at dark on 6 December. 

 

Bonefish (SS-223) reported having seen an American submarine on 

2 December 1943 in the area assigned to Capelin at that time.  

The unknown sub quickly dove, probably after sighting Bonefish.  

Bonefish sent a message via sonar giving Commander Marshall's 

nickname, “Steam.”  The sub returned an acknowledgement, but 

following this, Capelin was never heard from again.  The Navy 

broke radio silence on 9 December, but without success. 

 

Japanese records studied after the war listed an attack by 

minelayer Wakataka on a supposed U.S. submarine off Kaoe Bay, 

Halmahera, with the Japanese ship noting the attack produced 

oily black water columns that contained wood and cork splinters 

and later a raft was found.  This is the only reported attack in the 

appropriate area at that time.  Also, Japanese minefields are now 

known to have been placed in various positions along the north 

coast of Sulawesi (Celebes) in Capelin's area, and she may have 

been lost because of a mine explosion.  Gone without a trace, 

with all her crew, Capelin remains in the list of ships lost without a 

known cause. 

 

Capelin received one battle star for World War II service. She is 

credited with having sunk 3,127 tons of shipping on her single war 

patrol.  

 

USS Sealion (SS-195) 

Class:  Sargo Class 

Launched:  25 May 1939 

Commissioned:  27 Nov 1939 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 310’ 6”  

Beam: 26’ 10” 

Lost on 10 December 1941  

5 Men Lost 

 

Following shakedown, Sealion, assigned to Submarine Division 17 

(SubDiv 17), prepared for overseas deployment. In the spring of 

1940 she sailed with her division for the Philippine Islands, arriving at 

Cavite in the fall to commence operations as a unit of the Asiatic 

Fleet. 

Into October 1941 she ranged from Luzon into the Sulu 

Archipelago; then, with her sister ship Seadragon, another 

submarine in SubDiv 202, she prepared for a regular overhaul at 

the Cavite Navy Yard.  

 

By 8 December, her yard period had begun; and, two days later, 

she took two direct hits in the Japanese air raid which demolished 

the Navy Yard. 

 

The first bomb struck the after end of her conning tower and 

exploded outside the hull, over the control room.  The second 

smashed through a main ballast tank and the pressure hull to 

explode in the after engine room, killing the four men then working 

there.  In addition, one crewman died while a POW. 

 

Sealion flooded immediately and settled down by the stern with 

40% of her main deck underwater and a 15-degree list to 

starboard.  The destruction of the Navy Yard made repairs 

impossible, and she was ordered destroyed.  All salvageable 

equipment was taken off, depth charges were placed inside, and 

on 25 December, the explosives were set off to prevent her from 

being made useful to the enemy. 

 

USS F-1 (SS-20) 

Class:  F Class 

Launched:  6 Sep 1911 

Commissioned:  19 Jun 1912 

Builder:  Union Iron Works,  

San Francisco, California 

Length: 142’ 7”  

Beam:  15’ 5” 

Lost on 17 December 1917  

19 Men Lost 

 

 

Assigned to the First Submarine Group, Pacific Torpedo Flotilla, F-1 

operated in the San Francisco, California area on trials and tests 

through 11 January 1913, when she joined the flotilla for training at 

sea between San Diego, California and San Pedro, California, then 

in San Diego Harbor. 

 

In late 1912, the boat — which then held the world's deep diving 

record, descending to 283 ft. (86 m) — slipped her mooring at Port 

Watsonville in Monterey Bay, California and grounded on a nearby 

beach.  While most of the crew of 17 safely evacuated, two men 

died in the incident. 

 

F-1 was in ordinary service from 15 March 1916 – 13 June 1917. 

When she returned to full commission, she served with the Patrol 

Force, Pacific, making surface and submerged runs to continue 

her part in the development of submarine tactics. Her base during 

this time was San Pedro, California.  On 17 December 1917, while 

maneuvering in exercises off Point Loma, San Diego, California, F-1 

and F-3 collided.  F-1 sank in a mere ten seconds, her port side torn 

forward of the engine room.  Nineteen of her men were lost; the 

remaining five were rescued by the submarines with which she 

was operating. 

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of December,” Page 3) 
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BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 
(Continued From Page 2) 

 

 

USS S-4 (SS-109) 

Class:  S Class 

Launched:  27 Aug 1919 

Commissioned:  19 Nov 1919 

Builder:  Portsmouth Navy Yard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 231’ 0”  

Beam:  21’ 10” 

Lost on 17 December 1927  

40 Men Lost 

 

 

S-4 returned from overseas to be homeported at Mare Island in 

1925, operating along the West Coast through 1926, mainly at San 

Francisco, San Pedro, and San Diego.  She departed Mare Island 

on 10 February 1927 and sailed to the Panama Canal Zone, where 

she operated through March-April, then proceeded to New 

London, Connecticut, arriving on 3 May.  For the remainder of the 

year, she operated off the New England coast. 

 

On 17 December 1927, while surfacing from a submerged run over 

the measured-mile off Cape Cod near Provincetown, 

Massachusetts, she was accidentally rammed and sunk by the 

Coast Guard destroyer Paulding.   

  

Paulding stopped and lowered life boats, but found only a small 

amount of oil and air bubbles.  Rescue and salvage operations 

were commenced, only to be thwarted by severe weather.  

Heroic efforts were made to rescue six known survivors trapped in 

the forward torpedo room, who had exchanged a series of signals 

with divers, by tapping on the hull.  As the trapped men used the 

last of the available oxygen in the sub, a diver placed his 

helmeted ear to the side of the vessel and received this morse-

coded message:  “Is … there … any … hope?”  

 

Sadly, there was no reason for hope and despite the gallant efforts 

of the rescue team, all 40 men aboard were lost. 

 

During the course of the rescue operation and at the risk of his 

own life, Chief Gunner's Mate Thomas Eadie rescued a fellow 

diver, Fred George Michels, who became entangled while 

attempting to attach an air hose to the S-4. For his heroism Eadie 

was awarded the Medal of Honor. 

 

S-4 was finally raised on 17 March 1928 by a salvage effort 

commanded by Captain Ernest J. King.  Several of the salvage 

divers, including Eadie and Frank W. Crilley, were awarded the 

 

 

 

Navy Cross for their actions during the operation.  The submarine 

was towed to the Boston Navy Yard for dry-docking and was 

decommissioned on 19 March, 1928. 
 

 

S-4 was recommissioned on 16 October, 1928, after repairs and 

conversion to a test vessel for submarine rescue experimentation. 

She served at Key West, Florida early in 1929-1930, and in the 

northeast during the remainder of those years.  In 1931, she 

operated again at New London until departing there on 3 January 

1932 for Pearl Harbor.  Sailing via the Panama Canal, she arrived 

at Pearl Harbor on 29 August.   

 

On 7 April 1933, S-4 was decommissioned and laid up.  She was 

stricken from the Naval Register on 15 January 1936 and destroyed 

on 15 May 1936 by sinking. 
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December 7 ................................................................................... Anniversary of Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor (1941) 

 

December 10 ............................................................ Base Meeting/Christmas Party, Monarch Hotel, Clackamas, Oregon 

 

December 12 ......................................................... National Wreaths Across America Day/Tolling of the Boats Ceremony 

 

December 25 ....................................................................................................................................................... Christmas Day 

 

December 31 ..................................................................................................................................................... New Year’s Eve 

 

January 1 ........................................................................................................................................................... New Year’s Day 

 

January 14 ...................................................................................................................... Base Meeting (No Chow this Month) 

 

January 18 ....................................................................................................................................... Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

February 2 ......................................................................................................................................................... Groundhog Day 

 

February 11 ........................................................................................................................... Base Meeting (Chow this Month) 

 

February 14 ........................................................................................................................................................ Valentine’s Day 

 

February 15 .......................................................................................................................................................... Presidents Day 
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USSVI Blueback Base 
 

2015 Christmas Party 
Thursday, 10 December 2015 

at the 

Monarch Hotel and Conference Center 
 

Social Hour begins at 1730 
Dinner served promptly at 1830 

Dinner followed by glad tidings and holiday cheer until 2300 
 

Tickets still available for $22.00 per person 
Purchase tickets by sending 

a check or money order (no cash, please!) to 
 

USSVI Blueback Base 
P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR    97015-1887 

 



 

 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
12 November 2015 

 
1730 E-Board Meeting called to order by Base Commander George Hudson.  Members present at the 

meeting were Commander Hudson; Vice Commander Jay Agler; Secretary Dennis Smith; 

Treasurer Mike Worden; Trustee Gary Webb; and Past Commander Ray Lough.  Bills were 

presented, discussed, and authorized to be paid.  Gary Webb gave the second post office box 

key to Vice Commander Jay Agler.  The Board had a discussion about the Parade Float and 

trailers; we are still trying to find a permanent home for them out of the weather.  Commander 

Hudson brought up the subject of having a back-up person for the Treasurer.  The Board agreed 

that it should be done.  It still needs to be decided who that person will be.  Ray Lough raised a 

question about the funds from the silent auction at the Christmas Dinner.  There was a discussion 

and good input from everyone but no definite decisions were made.  The Base is covering some 

of the costs of the Christmas Dinner.   A reminder:  National dues for 2016 are going up to $25 

annually; Blueback Base dues will remain unchanged at $15.   Meeting adjourned at 1820. 

 

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander George Hudson. 

 

 Invocation:  Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Flag Salute:  Commander George Hudson 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Commander George Hudson 

 

 Introductions 

 

Secretary’s Report, E-Board Meeting:  Base Secretary Dennis Smith  

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Mike Worden 

 

 Commander’s Report:  Commander George Hudson 

 

Old Business:  Vice Commander Jay Agler gave a report on the upcoming Christmas party and 

the Veterans Day Parade at Fort Vancouver.  Gary Thrall reported on the American Legion 

Veterans Day Parade in Milwaukie.  

 

 50/50 Break 

 

New Business:   

 

 Commander Hudson introduced our guest speaker, Ms. Rebecca Bennett and her son, 

Anthony.  Rebecca provided a lot of very good information about Wreaths Across 

America.  She explained how the project began, the purpose of the project, and how 

much it has grown from its humble beginnings.  Alan Brodie spoke about his and his wife’s 

involvement in Wreaths Across America at Arlington National Cemetery when they lived 

in Virginia.  National Wreaths Across America Day is Saturday, December 12th.  The 

ceremony will be held at Veterans Memorial Park in Beaverton, Oregon beginning 

promptly at 0900. 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 

 Alan Brodie made a motion for Blueback Base to purchase two Memorial Wreaths at a 

cost of $15 each – one to honor the crew of USS Albacore (SS-218), and a second one to 

honor all submariners who remain on eternal patrol.  He suggested that:  Blueback Base 

members attend the wreath laying ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park on Saturday, 

December 12, 2015 at 0900; at the conclusion of the wreath laying ceremony, Blueback 

Base member in attendance place the two additional Memorial Wreaths at the USS 

Albacore Memorial; and a Tolling of the Boats Ceremony be conducted immediately 

following the placement of the two Memorial Wreaths.  The motion was seconded and, 

following some discussion, it was passed. 

 

 Ballots were distributed and votes counted for Base Treasurer and Base Secretary.  Mike 

Worden was reelected as Base Treasurer and Dennis Smith was reelected as Base 

Secretary.  

 

For the Good of the Order:  Storekeeper Dave Vrooman displayed a Dolphin plaque that he 

wants to display on board USS Blueback.  He also showed some items that will be included in the 

silent auction at the Christmas Dinner.  

 

 50/50 Drawing 

 

 Benediction:  Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  1945 

 

Sailing List: Agler; Brodie; Duncan; Gatchel; Hudson; Lough; McLaughlin; Musa, Sandra; Musa, 

Bill; Nowland; Schultz; Shoesmith; Smith; Thrall; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; Worden 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Dennis Smith 
 Dennis Smith 

 Secretary 

 Blueback Base  
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December 1, 1943 - USS Bonefish (SS 223) sinks 

Japanese transport Nichiryo Maru in the Celebes Sea 

while USS Pargo (SS 264) sinks the Japanese transport 

Shoko Maru north of Ulithi.  Also on this date, USS Peto 

(SS 265) sinks Japanese transport Konei Maru.  

 

December 2, 1944 - USS Sea Devil (SS 400) attacks a 

Japanese convoy in the East China Sea and sinks 

merchant tanker Akigawa Maru and passenger-cargo 

ship Hawaii Maru, while USS Gunnel (SS 253) evacuates 

11 rescued aviators from Palawan, Philippines and turns 

over all available stores to Filipino forces ashore. 

 

December 3, 1943 - USS Tinosa (SS 283) sinks the Palau-

bound Japanese fleet tanker Azuma Maru northwest 

of Sonsorol. 

 

December 4, 1944 - USS Flasher (SS 249) sinks Japanese 

destroyer Kishinami and damages a merchant ship in 

the South China Sea.  Flasher is the only U.S. submarine 

to sink more than 100,000 tons of enemy shipping in 

World War II. 

 

December 5, 1943 - USS Narwhal (SS 167) embarks nine 

evacuees at Alubijid, Mascalar Bay and then sinks 

Japanese cargo ship Himeno Maru off Camiguin 

Island. 

 

December 5, 1944 - USS Hake (SS 256) evacuates 

downed aviators and turns over all supplies that can 

be spared to Filippino guerilla forces ashore at 

Libertad, Panay, Philippines. 

 

December 8, 1943 - USS Sawfish (SS 276) sinks Japanese 

transport Sansei Maru southeast of Chi Chi Jima.  

 

December 9, 1941 - USS Swordfish (SS 193) makes initial 

U.S. submarine attack on a Japanese ship, torpedoing 

a ship 150 miles west of Manila.  Her claim of sinking, 

though, is not confirmed in enemy records. 
 

December 10, 1982 - The nuclear powered USS Ohio 

(SSBN 726), first Trident-class submarine, returns from its 

first deterrent patrol. 

 

December 11, 1944 – USS Gar (SS 206) lands 35 tons of 

supplies at Darigayos Inlet on the west coast of Luzon, 

then makes a pick-up of highly classified intelligence 

documents.  Also on this date, USS Sea Owl (SS 405) 

sinks Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 76 in 

the East China Sea.  

 

December 13, 1943 - USS Sailfish (SS 192) sinks the 

Japanese cargo ship Totai Maru east of Tokara Strait. 

 

December 15, 1944 - USS Hawkbill (SS 366) sinks the 

Japanese destroyer Momo west of Luzon. 

 

December 16, 1944 - USS Swordfish (SS 193) attacks a 

Japanese convoy south of Hainan Island and sinks 

Japanese army transport Atsutasan Maru. 

 

December 17, 1917 - While underway off Point Loma, 

California, USS F-1 collides with her sister submarine, 

USS F-3. With her hull torn open amidships, she rapidly 

sinks and loses 19 crewmen. 

 

December 17, 1942 - USS Grouper (SS 214) sinks the 

Japanese army passenger cargo ship Bandoeng Maru 

about 15 miles northwest of Cape Henpan, Buka 

Island, Solomons and survives the counterattack by 

submarine chaser Ch 29. 

 

December 18, 1943 - USS Aspro (SS 309) attacks a 

Japanese convoy in Sakishima Gunto, damaging fleet 

tankers Sarawak Maru and Tenei Maru, and escapes 

counter attacks by destroyer Shoikaze.  Meanwhile, 

USS Grayback (SS 208) sinks Japanese freighter 

Gyokurei Maru east-northeast of Naha, Okinawa and 

escapes counter attacks by destroyer Kumakaze. 

 

December 19, 1943 - USS Grayback (SS 208) sinks the 

Japanese destroyer Numakaze, which attacked 

Grayback the previous day, 50 miles east-northeast of 

Naha, Okinawa. 

 

 

 

(See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 8) 
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THIS MONTH IN         
SILENT SERVICE HISTORY 



THIS MONTH IN SILENT 

SERVICE HISTORY 
(Continued from Page 7) 
 

December 19, 1944 - USS Redfish (SS 395) sinks the 

Japanese carrier Unryu 200 nautical miles southeast of 

Shanghai, China.  In the course of this engagement, 

Redfish is damaged and terminates her patrol early. 

 

December 21, 1942 - USS Seadragon (SS 194) sinks 

Japanese submarine I-4 between New Britain and New 

Ireland while I-4 is engaged in a resupply mission to 

Guadalcanal. 

 

December 22, 1942 – On board USS Silversides (SS 236), 

Pharmacist's Mate First Class Thomas A. Moore performs 

an emergency appendectomy on Fireman Third Class 

George M. Platter while the submarine is submerged 

and on war patrol in the Solomon Islands.  Platter 

returned to duty within a few days of the operation. 

 

December 23, 1944 - USS Blenny (SS 324), despite an 

escort vessel close by, sinks the Japanese merchant 

tanker Kenzui Maru off San Fernando, Luzon, Philippines. 

 

December 25, 1944 - USS Barbero (SS 317) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks transport Junpo Maru.  The 

previous day, while attacking the same convoy, Barbero 

sinks Japanese submarine chaser Cha 30. 

 

December 27, 1943 - USS Flying Fish (SS 229) sinks the 

Japanese fleet tanker Kyuei Maru in the South China Sea 

west of Luzon Strait.  Also on this date, USS Ray (SS 271) 

sinks the Japanese fleet tanker Kyoko Maru (ex-Dutch 

Semiramis) west of the Celebes.

 

December 28, 1944 - USS Dace (SS 247) attacks a 

Japanese convoy off Cape Varella, French Indochina 

and sinks supply ship Nozaki and damages Chefoo 

Maru. 
 

December 29, 1943 - USS Silversides (SS-236) sinks the 

Japanese transport Tenposan Maru, the army cargo ship 

Shichisei Maru, and the freighter Ryuto Maru while also 

damaging the army cargo ship Bichu Maru off Palau. 

 

December 30, 1943 - USS Bluefish (SS 222) sinks Japanese 

oiler Ichiyu Maru in the Java Sea. 

 

December 30, 1944 - USS Razorback (SS 394) attacks a 

Japanese convoy going from Manila to Takao about 60 

miles southeast of Formosa and sinks the destroyer 

Kuretake in the Bashi Channel.  The Japanese cargo 

ships Brazil Maru and Oi Maru are also damaged during 

this attack. 

 

December 30, 1945 - USS Greenling (SS 213) attacks a 

Japanese convoy 180 miles northeast of Manus, 

Admiralty Islands and sinks Army cargo ship Hiteru Maru 

and damages cargo ship Ryufuku Maru while USS 

Thresher (SS 196) sinks the Japanese freighter Hachian 

Maru west of Mata Siri Island, off the southern tip of 

Borneo. 

 

December 30, 1959 - The first fleet ballistic missile 

submarine, USS George Washington (SSBN-598), is 

commissioned. 

 

December 31, 1943 - USS Greenling (SS 213) sinks 
Japanese transport Shoho Maru southeast of Ponape 

and evades counterattacks by submarine chaser Cha 

30. 
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Navy:  USS Wyoming Shower Videos “Hard  

to Prevent” 
 

 

 

Naples, Italy – Little could have been 

done to prevent crewmembers aboard 

the submarine USS Wyoming from secretly 

recording women showering on board, 

the Navy said in an investigation released 

earlier this month. 

 

"No amount of barriers will be able to 

prevent all illegal attempts to record 

personnel," an unnamed investigating 

officer wrote. He said that "the upholding 

of standards and holding personnel 

accountable is the best method to 

prevent reoccurrence." 

 

Administrative measures such as 

counseling, extra instruction or loss of 

privileges were to be considered against 

the submarine's leadership, according to 

a January review of the investigation by 

the commander of the Wyoming's 

submarine group.  More training may also 

be in order for the submarine community, 

according to the review. The report 

sidestepped the question of use by the 

sub's crew of an electronic device. 

 

Ten male sailors were punished earlier this 

year for the recordings, which were made 

during two patrols between August 2013 

and June 2014 and shared among sailors 

in both rotating crews of the Wyoming, a 

ballistic-missile submarine based at the 

Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, 

Georgia. 

 

Investigators never determined how 

many videos were made or how many 

people viewed them. They recovered 

seven videos depicting three of the ship's 

four female officers, but they were told of 

other videos of female midshipmen from 

the U.S. Naval Academy. 

 

The sailors slid into a crawl space known 

as the "wine cellar," which shares a 

bulkhead with the officers shower area, 

and held devices up to small gaps by the 

piping. Female officers use the shower 

area during designated times each day. 

The investigation concluded that foam 

could be used to cover the gaps, which 

are designed for a hull that contracts 

under pressure, but that might not be 

enough to prevent someone motivated 

from peering through the gap. 

Following the conclusion of the 

investigation last December, the Navy 

instructed submarine crews to check 

shower-area bulkheads for recording 

devices and install foam in any 

piping gaps. 

 

The report, prepared for Commander, 

Submarine Group 10, was based on more 

than 300 interviews. It sheds new light into 

an embarrassing case for the Navy as it 

integrates women into formerly all-male 

submarine crews. 

 

All of the accused were enlisted missile 

and electronics technicians on the 

Wyoming. Three of them recorded the 

videos, while the others were accused of 

sharing the videos or lying about their 

existence. 

 

Investigators charged defendants with 

sexual misconduct, failing to follow 

regulations and charges related to 

bringing unauthorized portable electronic 

devices aboard a ship. Submarine 

regulations restrict electronic devices with 

cameras and screens smaller than seven 

inches.  All other devices must be 

registered, and none are allowed in the 

Mission Control Center, where the sailors 

entered before going to the crawl space. 

 

A lawyer for one of those charged said 

the Wyoming had rarely before enforced 

its policy on devices and that other 

crewmembers carried unauthorized 

devices. The investigation said the sub 

adhered to its policy, which should 

remain in place. 

 

Seven of the sailors went to court-martial. 

Three were sentenced to prison and 

kicked out of the Navy – Petty Officer 2nd 

Class Charles Greaves received 24 

months in prison; Petty Officer 3rd Class 

Cody Shoemaker received 18 months; 

and Petty Officer 2nd Class Ryan Secrest 

was sentenced to 10 months. 

 

Three of the seven sailors pleaded guilty 

at court-martial and received lesser 

confinements, docked pay and 

reductions in rank, while one sailor 

accused of conspiring to share the videos 

was found not guilty. 

Another three sailors received nonjudicial 

punishment. 

 

 
 

 

USS Wyoming transits the Saint Mary’s River after 

departing Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, Georgia.  

James Kimber/Navy 

 

Rear Adm. Charles Richard, Commander, 

Submarine Group 10 through this past 

July, wrote in his January review of the 

investigation that because Wyoming's 

leadership bore only a small responsibility 

for the crew's actions in this case, they 

would face non-punitive actions. 

 

Richard also wrote that he would 

recommend the Navy's submarine 

community go through a sexual assault 

prevention course known as "bystander 

intervention," as well as training focused 

on reporting known violations. 

 

The investigation began after a junior 

sailor aboard the USS West Virginia 

learned of the recordings from a 

Wyoming crewmember and alerted his 

boat's senior-most chief petty officer. 

 

The Wyoming was the first submarine to 

receive female officers in 2011. Navy-

wide as of June, 45 female officers were 

serving aboard 19 crews on seven Ohio-

class ballistic missile submarines and two 

Virginia-class fast attack submarines 

(ballistic-missile submarines have two 

crews, blue and gold). 

 

The Navy is now training female enlistees 

and chief petty officers to serve aboard 

ballistic-missile submarines, with a future 

goal of women making up 20 percent of 

all submarine crews. 
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COMMANDER’S LOG 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

As John prepared to board 

the Thresher he was stopped 

and ordered to stay ashore 

because there were too 

many civilian technicians 

going on the trip.  John 

followed orders, but he 

assisted with casting off the 

Thresher’s mooring lines. He 

watched the Thresher head 

out to sea as she 

unknowingly went to her 

doom. 

 

A few years later Chief Peters 

was transferred from the USS 

Scorpion to the USS Swordfish 

which was undergoing a 

major overhaul at the Mare 

Island Naval Shipyard in 

Vallejo, California.  In 1967 I 

was also assigned to the 

Swordfish at Mare Island 

where I met my new Chief, 

John Peters.  That year we 

completed the overhaul and 

returned Swordfish to her 

homeport of Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii. 

 

In May1968 during a WestPac 

patrol we learned that the 

USS Scorpion had gone down 

with all hands lost.  A few 

weeks later Chief Peters 

finally received his long-

awaited shore-duty assign-

ment. The orders did not take 

effect until we finished the 

WestPac deployment.

 

As soon as the crew learned 

that Chief Peters was leaving 

the Swordfish some of the old 

timers started speculating on 

our fate.  A few superstitious 

crewmembers spread the 

rumor that Chief Peters “had 

touched two boats that went 

down” and wondered aloud, 

“Will the Swordfish go down if 

he leaves the boat?” 

 

There were enough worried 

sailors that three of our “lifers” 

put in for transfers before 

Chief Peters left the boat.  I 

must confess I was little 

nervous, too, but I stayed 

aboard.   

 

Fortunately for us, the story 

ended well and we did not 

perish, but for a while Chief 

Peters was our “Jonah.” 

 

On a separate note, I look 

forward to enjoying an 

evening of merriment, mirth 

and fellowship with many of 

you at the upcoming 

Christmas party on Thursday 

evening, December 10th at 

the Monarch Hotel.  There is 

still time to purchase your 

tickets; see Page 4 of the 

newsletter for details, or 

give Jay Agler a call at 

(503) 771-1774 with any 

questions or for additional 

details.

 

I also hope to see many of 

you at the wreath-laying 

ceremony at the Veterans 

Memorial Park in Beaverton 

to commemorate National  

Wreaths Across America Day 

on Saturday, December 12th 

beginning promptly at 0900.  

 

Immediately following that 

ceremony, we will place two 

memorial wreaths at the USS 

Albacore Monument:  one to 

honor Albacore’s crew, lost 

on 7 November 1944 with all 

hands; and a second to 

honor all of our shipmates 

who remain on eternal 

patrol.  We will also conduct 

a Tolling of the Lost Boats 

ceremony.  I hope you’ll join 

us as we honor our brethren 

in what I’m sure will be a 

most memorable and 

moving event. 

 

Wishing you and your families 

all the best of the holiday 

season! 

 

 Fraternally, 
 

George 
George Hudson 

Base Commander 
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RReemmeemmbbeerr..  

HHoonnoorr..  

TTeeaacchh.. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NNaattiioonnaall WWrreeaatthhss AAccrroossss AAmmeerriiccaa DDaayy   

SSaattuurrddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1122,, 22001155 

Veterans Memorial Park, Beaverton, Oregon 

 

the ceremony will begin promptly at 0900  

with a moment of silence to honor 

those who have fallen, our veterans, 

and current military and their families 

 

following the ceremony you are 

cordially invited to join members  

of the 

United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 

Blueback Base 

at the USS Albacore Memorial  

for the laying of two Memorial Wreaths 

followed by a 

 “Tolling of the Boats” ceremony 

honoring all american submariners 

on Eternal Patrol 

 

Brought to you by the Wreaths Across America 

Foundation, Cub Scout Pack 723, American Legion 

Post 124, Ussvi Blueback Base, and Tualatin Hills  

Parks and Recreation 

 

for more information, visit 

www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org 

 

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/


the Night Before Christmas 

“Submarine Style” 
 

 

T'was the night before Christmas, and what no one could see, 

The men who wore Dolphins were under the sea. 

Most of the crewmen were flat on their backs, 

Snoring and dreaming all snug in their racks. 

 

The crewmen on watch were making their rounds, 

Some manning the planes, others listening for sounds. 

Back in Maneuvering or down in the Room, 

They all hoped the oncoming watch would come soon. 

 

I'd finished some PMs whose time was now due 

and hoped for some sleep – just an hour or two. 

Against better judgment I took a short stroll 

and found myself wandering into Control. 

 

The NAV had the Conn, the COW was in place, 

The COB had the Dive and a scowl on his face. 

The helm and the planes were relaxed but aware, 

The FT and ET were plotting a dare. 

 

To comply with the orders the NAV told the Dive 

to bring the boat up with minimum rise. 

The orders were given and soon we were there, 

at periscope depth with a scope in the air. 

 

The QM confirmed our position with care. 

The broadcast was copied, we brought in some air. 

The NAV on the periscope let out a cry… 

He shook his head twice and he rubbed at his eye. 

 

He looked once again to find what it was 

he’d seen through the scope that had caused him to pause. 

But nothing revealed itself sweep after sweep, 

so down went the scope and we took the boat deep. 

 

I asked what it was that caused his dismay, 

He sheepishly said, "I'm embarrassed to say.” 

“It might just have been Northern Lights or a cloud.” 

“Or a meteorite,” he wondered aloud. 

 

“But to tell you the truth I guess I must say, 

Whatever it was, it sure looked like a sleigh. 

And though it passed quickly and never was clear, 

I almost believe it was pulled by reindeer.” 

  



 

We laughed and we teased and I got up to go, 

When the moment was broken by "Conn, Radio." 

They told us a message was just coming in. 

We looked at the depth gauge and started to grin. 

 

"Radio, Conn, I’m rather afraid, 

Your attempt at a joke has been too long delayed. 

If it had been sooner it might have been neat, 

But I doubt we're receiving at four-hundred feet." 

 
"Conn, Radio, feel free to come down and see, 

We're not playing tricks here to any degree." 

I headed back aft then with nothing to do, 

Surprised the transmission was still coming through. 

 

The message was sent to Control to be read, 

The NAV read it slowly and scratched at his head. 

Then again he began, but this time aloud, 

to those who’d now gathered, a curious crowd. 

 

"To you Denizens of the Deep and men of the sea, 

who risk your lives daily so others live free, 

I rarely have seen you on this, my big night, 

for often – nay, always – you’re hidden from sight.” 

 

“But purely by luck I could see you tonight, 

as your scope coaxed the plankton to glow in the night. 

And lucky for me I have finally won 

the chance to say thank you for all you have done.” 

 

“I know that you all miss your families at home, 

and sometimes you feel as though you're all alone. 

But trust when I say I will do what is right: 

I'll take something special to your loved ones tonight.” 

 

“Along with the gifts I will give to your kin 

I'll visit their dreams and I’ll leave word within. 

They'll hear of your love, and how much you miss them, 

I'll tell them that soon you'll return home to kiss them.” 

 

It might not be much, I know that is true, 

to simply say thank you for all that you do. 

Your service to God and our country shine bright, 

So, Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night." 

 

~ Author Unknown 

 

 

 
 


