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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

COMMANDER’S LOG 
 

The Cold War against the Soviets lasted from September 2, 1945 until 

December 26, 1991.  Most of us served between those dates and as 

submarine sailors were at the “tip of the spear.”  The Cold War was not 

always “cold;” many Americans, both military and civilian, died during this 

so-called Cold War.  We lost many of our submarine brothers individually as 

well those lost on the USS Thresher and USS Scorpion.  

 

After the Cold War ended, veterans groups and  

individual veterans began contacting their elected  

representatives to get authorization for a Cold War  

Victory Medal.  It seems like a simple request, authorizing  

a medal for those who helped win the Cold War, but not so  

for our elected officials, most of whom never served in the  

military.  In 1998 Congress passed the National Defense  

Authorization Act which authorized Cold War veterans a  

Cold War Recognition Certificate.  In 1998 there were still  

active duty personnel who were Cold War veterans.  

Were they expected to pin this sheet of paper to their  

chests?  
 

My grandfather served in the Navy during World War I as a  

Chief Printers Mate on Guam.  He never saw Europe, but was always  

proud of his WWI Victory Medal.  Growing up, I met several WWII veterans 

who never left the states during the war, but they all received WWII Victory 

Medals. 
 

 (See “Commander’s Log,” Page 10) 
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ON ETERNAL PATROL: 

BOATS LOST IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
 

 

USS Barbel (SS-316) 

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  14 November 1943 

Commissioned:  3 April 1944  

Builder:  Electric Boat Company, 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 4 February 1945 

81 Men Lost 
 

 

 

 

Barbel arrived at Pearl Harbor on 21 June 1944 and commenced 

preparation for her first war patrol.  From 15 July 1944 through 4 

February 1945, she carried out four war patrols and is officially 

credited with sinking six Japanese ships totaling 15,263 tons. 

 

Barbel departed Fremantle, Australia, on 5 January 1945 for the 

South China Sea on her fourth patrol.  Late in January she was 

ordered to form a "wolfpack" with Perch and Gabilan and patrol 

the western approaches to Balabac Strait and the southern 

entrance to Palawan Passage.  On 3 February, Barbel sent a 

message reporting that she had been attacked three times by 

enemy aircraft dropping depth charges and would transmit further 

information on the following night. 

 

Barbel was never heard from again.  Japanese aviators reported 

an attack on a submarine off southwest Palawan on 4 February. 

Two bombs were dropped and one landed on the submarine near 

the bridge.  The sub plunged under a cloud of fire and spray; this 

was very likely the last engagement of Barbel.  She was officially 

reported lost on 16 February 1945. 

 

Barbel received three battle stars for her service in World War II. 

 

 

USS Shark (SS-174) 

Class:  Porpoise Class 

Launched:  21 May 1935 

Commissioned:  25 January 1936 

Builder:  Electric Boat Company,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 287’ 0”  

Beam:   25’ 1” 

Lost on 11 February 1942  

59 Men Lost 

 

Following two years of operations in the Hawaii area, Shark set sail 

from Pearl Harbor on 3 December 1940 to join the Asiatic Fleet 

based at Manila, where she engaged in fleet tactics and exercises 

until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  Departing Manila on 9 

December 1941, she was at sea during the Japanese bombing 

raids on Manila the next day.  

 

On 6 January 1942, Shark was almost hit with a torpedo from an 

Imperial Japanese Navy submarine.  A few days later, she was 

ordered to Ambon Island, where an enemy invasion was 

expected.  On 27 January, she was directed to join the submarines 

patrolling in Strait of Malacca, then to cover the passage east of 

Lifamatola and Bangka Strait.   

 

On 2 February, Shark reported to her base at Soerabaja that she 

had been depth-charged 10 miles (16 km) off Tifore Island after 

failing to sink a Japanese ship during a torpedo attack. No further 

messages were received from Shark.   

 

On 8 February, Shark was ordered to proceed to Makassar Strait; 

this order was never acknowledged and, on 7 March, Shark was 

reported as presumed lost, the victim of unknown causes.  Shark 

was the first American submarine lost to enemy anti-submarine 

warfare.  She was struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 24 June 

1942. 

 

Post-war, Japanese records showed numerous attacks on 

unidentified submarines in Shark’s area of operations that could 

account for her loss.  At 0137 on 11 February, for example, the 

Japanese destroyer Yamakaze opened fire with her 5-inch 

(130 mm) guns and sank a surfaced submarine.  Voices were 

heard in the water, but no attempt was made to rescue possible 

survivors. 

 

Shark received one battle star for her World War II service. 
 

USS Amberjack (SS-219) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  6 March 1942 

Commissioned:  19 June 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Company,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 16 February 1943 

72 Men Lost 

 

 

Amberjack got underway from Brisbane on 26 January 1943 to 

begin her third war patrol in the Solomons area.  On 29 January 

she was directed to pass close to Tetipari Island and then proceed 

to the northwest and patrol the approaches to Shortland Basin. 

Orders were radioed on 1 February for her to move north and 

patrol the western approaches to Buka Passage. Having complied 

with these orders, Amberjack reported sinking a two-masted 

schooner by gunfire 20 miles (32 km) from Buka on the afternoon 

of 3 February 1943. At this time she was ordered to move south 

along the Buka-Shortland traffic lane and patrol east of Vella 

Lavella Island. 

 

In a second radio transmission on 4 February, Amberjack reported 

having sunk a 5,000 ton freighter laden with explosives in a two-

hour night surface attack in which five torpedoes were fired. 

During this engagement, Chief Pharmacist's Mate Arthur C. 

Beeman was killed by machine gun fire.  On 8 February, 

Amberjack was ordered to move to the west side of Ganongga 

Island and on 10 February, she was directed to keep south of 

latitude 7° 30'S and to cover the traffic routes from Rabaul and 

Buka Island to Shortland Basin.  On 13 February, Amberjack was 

assigned the entire Rabaul-Buka-Shortland Sea area and told to 

hunt for traffic. 

 

The last radio transmission received from Amberjack was made on 

14 February.  She related she had been forced down the night 

before by two destroyers, and that on 13 February she had 

recovered from the water and taken prisoner an enemy aviator.  

She was ordered north of latitude 6° 30'S, and told to keep hunting 

for Rabaul traffic. 

 

All further messages to Amberjack went unanswered and when, 

by 10 March she had failed to make her routine report estimating  

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of February,” Page 3) 
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the time of her arrival at base, she was ordered to do so.  No reply 

was received, and she was reported as presumed lost on 22 

March 1943. 

 

Reports received from the enemy after the war record an attack 

which probably sank Amberjack.  On 16 February 1943, Hiyodori 

and Sub Chaser Number 18 attacked a U.S. submarine with nine 

depth charges at about 5° 05′S,152° 37 E.  An escorting patrol 

plane had previously attacked the submarine.  A large amount of 

heavy oil and "parts of the hull" came to the surface.  This attack is 

believed to have sunk Amberjack. 

 

Amberjack won three battle stars for her World War II service and 

was credited with sinking three ships for a total of 28,600 tons while 

damaging two more ships for 14,000 tons damaged.  The enlisted 

men's recreation center at Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, was 

named in honor of Chief Pharmacist's Mate Beeman who was 

killed in the gun battle of 4 February 1943. 

 

USS Grayback (SS-208) 

Class:  Tambor Class 

Launched:  31 January 1941 

Commissioned:  30 June 1941 

Builder:  Electric Boat Company, 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 307’ 2”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 February 1944  

80 Men Lost 

 

Grayback's tenth patrol, her most successful in terms of tonnage 

sunk, was also to be her last.  She sailed from Pearl Harbor on 28 

January 1944 for the East China Sea. On 24 February Grayback 

radioed that she had sunk two cargo ships and had damaged 

two others (Taikei Maru and Toshin Maru sunk). On 25 February she 

transmitted her second and final report. That morning she had 

sunk tanker Nanho Maru and severely damaged Asama Maru. 

With only two torpedoes remaining, she was ordered home from 

patrol.  Due to reach Midway on 7 March, Grayback did not 

arrive.  On 30 March ComSubPac listed her as missing and 

presumed lost with all hands. 

 

From captured Japanese records the submarine's last few days 

can be pieced together.  Heading home through the East China 

Sea after attacking convoy Hi-40 on 24 February, Grayback used 

her last two torpedoes to sink the freighter Ceylon Maru on 27 

February.  That same day, a Japanese carrier-based plane 

spotted a submarine on the surface in the East China Sea and 

attacked.  According to Japanese reports the submarine 

"exploded and sank immediately," but antisubmarine craft were 

called in to depth-charge the area until at last a heavy oil slick 

swelled to the surface.  Grayback had ended her last patrol, one 

which cost the enemy some 21,594 tons of shipping. 

 

The ship’s commanding officer, Commander John Anderson 

Moore, was posthumously awarded his third Navy Cross following 

Grayback’s final patrol.   

 

Grayback ranked 20th among all submarines in total tonnage sunk 

with 63,835 tons and was 24th in number of ships sunk with 14.  In 

addition to eight battle stars for her World War II service, Grayback 

was awarded two Navy Unit Commendations for her seventh, 

eighth, ninth, and tenth war patrols.  

USS Trout (SS-202) 

Class:  Tambor Class 

Launched:  21 May 1940 

Commissioned:  15 November 1940 

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 307’ 2”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 29 February 1944  

81 Men Lost 

On 8 February 1944, Trout got underway for her 11th and final war 

patrol.  She topped off with fuel at Midway Island and, on 16 

February, headed via a great circle route toward the East China 

Sea. 

 

Japanese records examined after the war indicate that one of 

their convoys, Matsu No. 1, was attacked by a submarine on 29 

February 1944 in the patrol area assigned to Trout.  Carrying the 

29th Infantry Division of the Kwantung Army from Manchuria to 

Guam, Matsu No. 1 consisted of four large transports escorted by 

three Yūgumo-class destroyers of Destroyer Division 31:  Asashimo, 

Kishinami, and Okinami.  The submarine badly damaged one large 

passenger-cargo ship and sank the 7,126-ton transport Sakito 

Maru, which was carrying the Japanese 18th Infantry Regiment.  

 

During this engagement, Asashimo detected the submarine and 

dropped 19 depth charges.  Oil and debris came to the surface 

and the destroyer dropped a final depth charge on that spot, at 

the position 22° 40′N, 131° 45′E.  The submarine was using Mark- 

XVIII electric torpedoes, and it is also considered a possibility that 

that one of those had made a circular run and sunk the boat as 

happened with USS Tang. 

On 17 April 1944, Trout was declared presumed lost with all 81 

hands, including her commanding officer, Lt. Cmdr. Albert Hobbs 

Clark and her executive officer, Lt. Harry Eades Woodworth, both 

of whom had made all 11 of her war patrols. 

 

Trout received 11 battle stars for World War II service and three 

Presidential Unit Citations for her second, third, and fifth war 

patrols.  She is credited with sinking 23 enemy ships, giving her 

87,000 tons sunk, and damaging 6 ships, for 75,000 tons. 
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February 2 .......................................................................................................................................Groundhog Day 

 

February 11 ........................................................................................................ Base Meeting (Chow this Month) 

 

February 14 ..................................................................................................................................... Valentine’s Day 

 

February 15 ....................................................................................................................................... Presidents Day 

 

March 10 ....................................................................................................... Base Meeting (No Chow this Month) 

 

March 13 ................................................................................................................... Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 

March 17 .......................................................................................................................................... St. Patrick’s Day 

 

March 25 ................................................................................................................................................ Good Friday 

 

March 27 ............................................................................................................................................. Easter Sunday 

 

April 9 .............. Annual Submarine Birthday Ball Luncheon (1100 at the Claim Jumper Restaurant, Tualatin) 

 

April 11 ...................................................................... 116th Birthday of the United States Navy Submarine Force 

 

April 14 ................................................................................................................ Base Meeting (Chow this Month) 

 

April 15 ........................................................................................................................................................... Tax Day 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
14 January 2016 

 
 

1730 E-Board Meeting called to order by Vice Commander Jay Agler.  Members present were Vice 

Commander Jay Agler; Secretary Dennis Smith; Treasurer Mike Worden; Trustee Gary Webb; and 

Past Commander Ray Lough.  Base Commander George Hudson was absent for health reasons.  

The subject of the Submarine Birthday Luncheon was discussed.  A motion was made by Past 

Base Commander Ray Lough to hold the event on Saturday, April 9th at 1100 at the Claim 

Jumper restaurant in Tualatin.   The motion was seconded by Secretary Dennis Smith and the 

motion was passed.  Tickets will be $15.00 per person; Blueback Base will cover the gratuity. 

 

There was a discussion about the Base Life Membership fund.  It was decided that the board 

needs more information; further discussion was tabled until the next meeting in February.  Vice 

Commander Jay Agler requested that a note be placed in The Sanitary announcing that there 

will be an open discussion about what to do with the Base Life Membership fund. 

 

A motion was made by past Base Commander Ray Lough to deposit the money from the 

Christmas Party Silent Auction into the slush fund.  Vice Commander Jay Agler seconded and 

the motion passed.  

 

Trustee Gary Webb brought up the subject of the space rent for our meeting place.  There was 

some discussion and then it was tabled for further discussion at the next meeting.   

 

Vice Commander Jay Agler asked Treasurer Mike Worden to draw up a proposed budget for 

Blueback Base expenses for 2016 and present it to the E-Board at the next meeting. 

 

Bills were presented, discussed, and authorized to be paid.  Meeting adjourned at 1845. 

 

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Vice Commander Jay Agler. 

 

 Invocation:  Past Base Commander Ray Lough 

 

 Flag Salute:  Vice Commander Jay Agler 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Vice Commander Jay Agler 

 

 Introductions:  New Blueback Base member Randy Weston introduced by Membership 

 Chairman Dave Vrooman 

 

Secretary’s Report, E-Board Meeting:  Base Secretary Dennis Smith  

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Mike Worden 

 

 Commander’s Report:  Vice Commander Jay Agler 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 

Old Business:  None 

 

 50/50 Drawing 

 

New Business:   

 

 Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel added some items to our display in the meeting hall.    

 

 Past Base Commander Ray Lough suggested that we secure the spot for our Summer 

Base Picnic because it fills up early.  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel made a motion that 

we have Sandy Musa reserve the place we usually get at Clackamette Park for August 

6th (primary) or August 27th (alternate).  The motion was seconded by Treasurer Mike 

Worden and the motion was passed.  

 

 A motion was made by Storekeeper Dave Vrooman to change the distribution of the 

funds from the 50/50 drawing so that more money goes to the scholarship fund.  The 

motion was seconded by Treasurer Mike Worden.  Elbert Collins suggested that the 

motion be tabled until a future meeting when more members were present.  The motion 

was tabled. 

 

For the Good of the Order:   

 

 Past Commander Ray Lough has been in touch with Bob Walters.  Bob’s wife is having 

some health issues.  Please keep her in your thoughts. 

 

 Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel announced there will be a memorial service for Gary 

Shultz’s father at Willamette National Cemetery at 0900 on Monday, January 18th.  All are 

welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

 Dylan McComiskey announced there will be a future opening at his place of 

employment for an Apprentice Stationary Engineer.  He would prefer someone just 

coming out of the military.  Contact Dylan directly if you know of someone.  

  

 Benediction:  Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  1945 

 

Sailing List: Agler; Brodie; Collins; Darkes; Duncan; Gatchel; Long; Lough; McComiskey; Musa, 

Sandra; Musa, Bill; Shoesmith; Smith; Stowe; Thrall; Vrooman; Webb; Weston; Worden 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Dennis Smith 
 Dennis Smith 

 Secretary 

 Blueback Base  
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February 1, 1902 - USS Plunger (SS-2), the lead ship of the 

Plunger-class submarine, launches.  She is commissioned 

September 19, 1903, at the Holland Company yard at 

New Suffolk, Long Island, NY.  Ensign Chester W. Nimitz is 

the submarine’s final commander when Plunger is 

decommissioned November 6, 1909 at the Charleston 

Navy Shipyard.  

 

February 1, 1944 - Three U.S. Navy submarines, USS 

Guardfish (SS-217), USS Hake (SS-256) and USS Seahorse 

(SS-304), attack Japanese convoys, sinking a destroyer, 

a cargo ship and another vessel. 

  

February 2, 1942 - USS Seadragon (SS-194) sinks 

Japanese army cargo ship Tamagawa Maru. 

  

February 3, 1944 - USS Tambor (SS-198) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks Goyu Maru and merchant 

tanker Ariake Maru about 200 miles southeast of 

Shanghai. 

 

February 4, 1942 - While the battle for Bataan rages 

throughout the night, USS Trout (SS-202) loads 20 tons of 

gold bars and 18 tons of silver coins as ballast to replace 

the weight of ammunition they had just delivered to U.S. 

and Philippine forces in Manila. 

 

February 5, 1944 - USS Flasher (SS-249) sinks Japanese 

army cargo ship Taishin Maru off Mindoro.  Also on this 

date, USS Narwhal (SS-167) lands 45 tons of ammunition 

and cargo to support Filipino guerrilla operations at 

Libertad, Panay, Philippines. 

 

February 6, 1945 - USS Pampanito (SS-383) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks merchant tanker Engen 

Maru about 200 miles northeast of Singapore.  Also on 

this date, USS Spadefish (SS-411) sinks Japanese 

merchant passenger-cargo ship Shohei Maru off Port 

Arthur, Korea. 

 

February 7, 1943 - USS Growler (SS-215) fights a 

desperate night battle with the Japanese supply ship 

Hayasaki, during which the boat's commanding officer, 

Lt. Cmdr. Howard W. Gilmore rams the enemy ship, 

badly bending Growler's bow.  Wounded by machine 

gun fire and unable to go below, Gilmore gives the 

order "Take her down!," sacrificing himself so

his submarine could dive to safety.  For his distinguished 

gallantry and valor on this occasion and earlier in the 

patrol, Gilmore is posthumously awarded the Medal of 

Honor and promoted one rank. 

 

February 8, 1943 - USS Snook (SS-279) attacks a 

Japanese convoy off the west coast of Kyushu and sinks 

the transport Lima Maru and survives depth charges 

about 30 miles southeast of Goto Retto. 

 

February 9, 1960 - USS Sargo (SSN-583) becomes the 

third submarine to surface through the ice at the North 

Pole. 

 

February 10, 1943 - USS Pickerel (SS-177) sinks the 

Japanese freighter Amari Maru off Sanriku. 

 

February 10, 1944 - USS Pogy (SS-266) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks destroyer Minekaze and 

freighter Malta Maru 85 miles north-northeast of 

Formosa. 

 

February 10, 1945 - USS Batfish (SS-310) sinks three 

enemy submarines during a three-day period from 

February 10th through February 13th. 

 

February 11, 1944 - USS Gudgeon (SS-211) sinks the 

Japanese freighter Satsuma Maru that was previously 

damaged by Chinese B-25s off Wenchow, China.  
 

February 12, 1945 - USS Hawkbill (SS-366) sinks the small 

Japanese cargo vessel Kisaragi Maru and the two large 

boats she is towing at Lombok Strait. 

 

February 12, 1947 - The first submarine launch of a 

guided missile, known as the Loon, takes place on board 

USS Cusk (SS-348).  

 

February 13, 1945 - USS Sennet (SS-408) is damaged by 

gunfire of a Japanese gunboat (No. 8 Kotoshiro Maru or 

No. 3 Showa Maru) east of Tanega Shima, but Sennet 

sinks No. 8 Kotoshiro Maru after it had been shelled by 

USS Lagarto (SS-371) and USS Haddock (SS- 231).  

Haddock then sinks No. 3 Showa Maru which had 

already been shelled by Lagarto and Sennet. 

 

See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 8) 
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THIS MONTH IN SILENT 

SERVICE HISTORY 
(Continued from Page 7) 
 

February 14, 1945 - USS Gato (SS-212) sinks Japanese 

Coast Defense Vessel No. 9 in the Yellow Sea and USS 

Hawkbill (SS-366) sinks Japanese auxiliary submarine 

chasers Cha 4 and Cha 114 in the Java Sea. 

 

February 15, 1943 – USS Gato (SS-212) sinks Japanese 

stores ship Suruga Maru in Bougainville Strait while USS 

Pickerel (SS-177) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks 

cargo vessel Tateyama Maru off the east coast of 

Honshu. 

 

February 16, 1944 - USS Skate (SS-305) sinks the Japanese 

light cruiser Agano as she deploys from Truk, Caroline 

Islands. 

 

February 17, 1864 - While at anchor off Charleston, South 

Carolina, the Steam Sloop of War USS Housatonic is 

attacked by the Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley 

using a spar torpedo.  Housatonic is recorded as the first 

warship to be sunk by a submarine. 

 

February 20, 1945 - USS Pargo (SS-264) sinks the 

Japanese destroyer Kokaze off Cape Varella, French 

Indochina and survives a counter-attack by the 

destroyer Kamikaze, which had been steaming in 

company with Kokaze during the attack. 

 

February 21, 1942 - USS Triton (SS-201) sinks Japanese 

merchant cargo vessel Shokyu Maru in the East China 

Sea, 60 miles south of Quelpart Island.  
 

 

February 22, 1945 - USS Becuna (SS-319) sinks Japanese 

merchant tanker Nichiyoku Maru off Cape Padaran Bay 

despite the presence of two escort vessels. 
 

February 24, 1945 - USS Lagarto (SS-371) sinks Japanese 

submarine I-371 and freighter Tatsumomo Maru off 

Bungo Strait, Kyushu. 

 

February 25, 1944 - USS Hoe (SS-258) attacks a Japanese 

convoy at the mouth of Davao Gulf, sinking the fleet 

tanker Nissho Maru and damaging the fleet tanker 

Kyokuto Maru, while USS Rasher (SS-269) sinks Japanese 

army cargo ship Ryusei Maru and freighter Tango Maru 

off the north coast of Bali. 

 
 

February 27, 1944 - Three US Navy submarines sink three 

Japanese cargo ships:  USS Grayback (SS-208) sinks 

Ceylon Maru in the East China Sea; USS Cod (SS-244) 

sinks Taisoku Maru west of Halmahera; and USS Trout (SS-

202) sinks Aki Maru. 

 

February 27, 1945 - USS Scabbardfish (SS-397) sinks 

Japanese guardboat No. 6 Kikau Maru 100 miles 

northeast of Keelung, Formosa, while USS Blenny (SS-324) 

attacks a Japanese convoy off French Indochina and 

sinks merchant tanker Amato Maru off Cape Padaran. 

 

February 28, 1944 - USS Balao (SS-285) and USS Sand 

Lance (SS-381) sink Japanese army cargo ship Akiura 

Maru, transport Shoho Maru about 90 miles northwest of 

Manokawari, New Guinea and transport Kaiko Maru just 

east of Musashi Wan, off Paramushir, Kurils. 

 

February 29, 1992 - The nuclear powered fast attack 

submarine USS Jefferson City (SSN-759) is commissioned. 

 

 

 

The U.S. Navy Hunts for Its Next-Generation 

Nuclear Submarine  
Martin Matishak | The Fiscal Times | Jan 5, 2016 
 

The Defense Department has given the U.S. Navy the 

green light to begin entertaining proposals for the 

service’s next ballistic missile submarine, an effort that 

could cost nearly $350 billion over its lifetime.  A 

Pentagon spokeswoman told Bloomberg on Tuesday 

[January 4] that Frank Kendall, the agency’s top 

weapons buyer, told the Navy it could release a request 

for proposals for the development phase of 12 Ohio-class 

replacement submarines. 

 

The service wants to buy 12 boats to replace the current 

force of 14 Trident Ohio-class ballistic missile submarines 

which entered into service in the early 1980s.  Navy 

officials have pegged the cost of the Ohio replacement 

program, also known as the SSBN(X), at around $139 

billion dollars.  The effort’s lifetime cost will come in at 

roughly $347 billion.

The Navy budgeted $1.4 billion for research and design 

in fiscal year 2016, and the development phase, which 

will last for years, has an estimated cost of $15 billion.  The 

Congressional Budget Office says first submarine could 

cost $13 billion. 

 

The service has put a premium on the shipbuilding effort, 

which officials argue is essential for maintaining the 

country’s nuclear triad and keep up with aggressive 

naval pushes by Russia and China. 

 

On Tuesday, January 5, 2016, Chief of Naval Operations 

Adm. John Richardson released his first strategic 

guidance document since taking the service’s top job 

and singled out the submarine modernization effort as a 

way the U.S. can maintain its maritime superiority. 

 

See “Next-Generation Nuclear Submarine,” Page 9) 
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Next-Generation Nuclear Submarine 
(Continued from Page 8) 

“This is foundational to our 

survival as a nation,” he wrote. 
 

Capitol Hill lawmakers, some with 

major shipyards in their districts or 

home states, have heard the 

service’s 

pleas and 

responded in 

kind. 

 

The fiscal 

2015 defense 

policy bill 

authorized a 

special 

account for 

the SSBN(X) 

effort, 

dubbed the 

“National 

Sea-Based 

Deterrence 

Fund.”  The 

thinking goes 

that the sub 

effort is so 

large and so 

expensive 

that it should be considered a 

“national” program and 

therefore funded from accounts 

throughout the Pentagon, rather 

than strictly from Navy coffers, 

thus avoiding painful budget 

cuts to other shipbuilding 

programs. 

 

However, congressional 

appropriators have resisted the 

move, countering that a special 

account for the boats would set 

a bad precedent and that the 

“national” tag could easily be 

applied to other expensive 

weapon platforms, such as the 

Air Force’s $400 billion F-35 Joint 

Strike Fighter, and have left the 

account empty. 

 

Kendall has also derided the 

deterrence 

fund as a 

gimmick that 

does nothing 

to alleviate the 

budget 

pressures the 

department 

has been 

under the last 

several years. 

 

The first 

submarine is 

expected to 

be purchased 

in 2021, with 

an initial fund 

request 

coming in 

fiscal 2017. 

Who will bid 

on the program is somewhat less 

mysterious, since General 

Dynamics and Huntington Ingalls 

Industries are currently the only 

submarine builders in the United 

States. 
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An Ohio-class submarine underway.  The lead ship in the class, USS Ohio (SSGN-726),        
has been in commission since November 1981. 



 
 

COMMANDER’S LOG 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 
So, what is the government’s 

excuse for not issuing the medal?  

It is money!  Each time Congress 

tries to pass an authorization bill 

the Department of Defense shoots 

it down because of cost.  Their 

objection is that “the Cold War 

Medal will by law have to come 

from the DoD budget — not the 

VA budget — even though the 

award will principally go to 

veterans.” 

 

Well, the merry go-round is still 

spinning and we are getting 

another shot at the brass ring!  

Last April, New York Congressman 

Steve Israel introduced H.R. 2067, 

the Cold War Service Medal Act 

of 2015.  The bill is currently in 

committee. 

 

Congress could take the cost out 

of the equation by just authorizing 

the medal and veterans would 

gladly purchase if for themselves.  

If you search the Internet you’ll 

find several vendors currently 

selling an unofficial commemor-

ative “Cold War Victory Medal.” 

 

We have another chance at this, 

and if you are interested I would 

encourage you to write your 

Congressman or Senator. 

 

 Fraternally, 

George 
George Hudson 

Base Commander

 

 

 

Calling All Hands… 

The Executive Board Needs Your Help! 
 

At the most recent Executive Board (E-Board) 

meeting, one of the topics of discussion was 

the Blueback Base Life Membership financial 

account.  In the past, the funds set aside in 

this account used to enjoy significantly higher 

“earning power;” however, as we’re all 

undoubtedly aware, the low interest rate 

environment of recent years has substantially 

eroded our ability to earn even a marginally 

respectable rate of return.   

 

Frankly, this is a source of concern for the  

E-Board members, and one of the first 

questions we asked ourselves is, “What does 

the general membership want to do with the 

Base Life Membership account?”   

 

The E-Board decided to make this a high-

priority item of “New Business” at the next 

Base meeting to be held on Thursday, 

February 11th and WE WANT TO HEAR FROM 

YOU!   Your comments, thoughts and ideas 

on what to do with this account (including 

suggestions for creative ways to “jump-start” 

our current/future earning power) are 

strongly encouraged, and we look forward to 

having both an animated and a productive 

discussion at the meeting.   

 

If you are unable to attend the February 

meeting but have an idea or comment to 

share, please send an email to the Base 

Commander (see “The Forward Battery” on 

page 1 for contact information) and be sure 

to let us know your thoughts.    

 

We hope to see you there – and, don’t forget 

to bring your appetite! 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2067/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2067/text
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This ‘fish’ and several others came to Portland 

after the Blueback arrived.  The original OMSI 

president did not want “weapons of war” on 

the boat; I think it wasn’t until after she left we 

were allowed torpedoes.  Anyhow…. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OMSI had to rent a barge with a crane, tug boats,  

etc. to load the fish on the Blueback.  We also had  

to fire up a hydraulic pump to run the torpedo 

skid in the forward room.  (That’s another story;  

interesting how hydraulic oil will always manage to 

find a weak link!!!) 

 

 

 

We loaded the fish and I guess this one was left 

over. It resided at the Swan Island shipyard for a 

couple of years.  Fred Carneau and I were 

worried that it might grow feet and disappear, 

so R. G. Walker (who was in charge of the 

Blueback at the time), Fred and I loaded it on a 

trailer and hauled it to Fred’s house.   I wanted 

to trailer the fish through the streets of 

downtown Portland, but R. G. didn’t agree! 
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HOT RUN!!! 

MK-14, MOD 3A TORPEDO  

GOES ROGUE!!! 
(Rogue-Umpqua Base, that is….) 

 

 

As related by Base Historian, POC, and All-Around-Good-Guy Bob Walters 

 



 

Fred made a sail for it and he had the fish for 

quite some time.  I told Fred if he ever decided 

he didn’t want it, that it would look good in my 

back yard.  (My wife said no.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Fred passed away about a year ago I e-mailed  

Clive Waite in Medford about the torpedo.  He said  

the Rogue-Umpqua Base would be honored to have  

it.  (If you don’t think Clive was excited, check out  

the picture above!)   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fred A. Carneau 
11/23/1921 – 12/19/2014 
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