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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 

 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   

Sadly, in March and April we lost four members of our submarine family:   

Bill Heagy, Joe Noecker, Dusty Knight and Pat Friauf, loving partner of Bob 

Jackson.  You will read their memorials in this month’s newsletter.  Our 

condolences go out to their families, and they will be missed by their 

submarine family. 

 

On a happier note, we had a great time at our annual Submarine Birthday 

Luncheon at the Claim Jumper Restaurant on April 9th.  We had a great 

party, good food, and made some entertaining noise for the other patrons 

with our ship’s bell and submarine klaxon.  We swore in our new Blueback 

Secretary, Bill Long.  We also inducted Jack Dent into the Holland Club, 

marking his fiftieth year of being qualified in submarines.  Our outgoing 

Secretary, Dennis Smith, won the auction for a signed copy of the book 

Empire Rising written by Rick Campbell, a retired submarine officer. 
 

More Holland Club Inductions: 

 
Jack Dent was inducted into the Holland Club at our birthday lunch, but 

three other Blueback members were also inducted by mail because they 

couldn’t make it to the meeting.  The other three inductees are:  John 

Robbins of Bend, Oregon; Jack Ruffer of Roseburg, Oregon; and Ron 

Schumacher of San Antonio, Texas. 
 
 

 

 

   (See “Commander’s Log,” Page 10) 
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OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   MMMAAAYYY   
 

 

USS Lagarto (SS-371) 

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  28 May 1944 

Commissioned:  14 October 1944  

Builder:  Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co., 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:  27’ 3” 

Lost on 3 May 1945 

88 Men Lost 
 

 

 

 

On April 12, 1945, Lagarto departed the submarine base at Subic 

Bay for her second and final war patrol. She had been ordered to 

patrol in the South China Sea. In late April she was directed to 

move to the outer part of the Gulf of Siam, where she would team 

up with USS Baya (SS-318) to conduct a coordinated patrol. On 

May 2, 1945, once on station in their new area, Baya sent Lagarto 

a contact report on a convoy consisting of one tanker, one 

auxiliary, and two destroyers. Lagarto later reported being in 

contact with the convoy, and began positioning for an attack 

with Baya. Later that night Baya reported she had attempted an 

attack on the convoy, but was driven off by gunfire from the 

enemy escorts.  

 

Early on the morning of May 3, 1945, Lagarto and Baya met to 

discuss attack plans. The two submarines exchanged contact 

reports during the day. Baya attempted a midnight attack, but 

was driven off by the alert Japanese escorts. On May 4, 1945, Baya 

tried to contact Lagarto, but received no reply. Lagarto was never 

heard from again.  

 

Japanese records indicate that during the night of May 3-4, 1945, 

the minelayer Hatsutaka conducted a depth-charge attack 

against a U. S. submarine near Lagarto's known location. The 

depth-charging occurred in thirty-fathom water, a depth at which 

the submarine would have had little chance for evasion. The 

Lagarto thus became the victim of an alert and aggressive 

antisubmarine crew. The fatal attack occurred at 07° 55' N, 102° 

00' E, in the Gulf of Thailand. 

 

On August 10, 1945, Lagarto was listed as overdue from patrol and 

presumed lost with all hands. On September 1, 1945, she was 

stricken from the Naval Vessel Register.  Lagarto earned one battle 

star for her service in World War II. 

 

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) 

Class:  Skipjack Class 

Launched:  29 December 1959 

Commissioned:  29 July 1960 

Builder:  Electric Boat Company,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 252’ 0””  

Beam: 31’ 10” 

Lost on 22 May 1968  

99 Men Lost 

 

On 1 February 1967, Scorpion entered the Norfolk Naval Shipyard 

for an extended overhaul. In late October, she commenced 

refresher training and weapons system acceptance tests. 

Following type training out of Norfolk, she got underway on 15 

February 1968 for a Mediterranean deployment. She operated 

with the 6th Fleet, into May, then headed west. On 21 May she 

indicated her position to be about 50 miles south of the Azores. Six 

days later, she was reported overdue at Norfolk. 

 

A search was initiated, but, on 5 June, Scorpion and her crew 

were declared "presumed lost."  Her name was struck from the 

Navy Vessel Register on 30 June. 

 

The search continued, however; and, at the end of October, the 

Navy's oceanographic research ship, Mizar (T-AGOR 11) located 

sections of Scorpion’s hull in more than 10,000 feet of water about 

400 miles southwest of the Azores. Subsequently, the Court of 

Inquiry into her disappearance was reconvened and other vessels, 

including the submersible Trieste, were dispatched to the scene. 

 

However, despite the myriad of data and pictures collected and 

studied, the cause of her loss remains a mystery. 
 

USS Squalus (SS-192) 

Class:  Sargo Class 

Launched:  14 September 1938 

Commissioned:  1 March 1939 

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard,  

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 310’ 6”  

Beam:  26’ 10” 

Lost on 23 May 1939 

26 Men Lost 

 

On 12 May 1939, following a yard overhaul, Squalus began a series 

of test dives off Portsmouth, New Hampshire. After successfully 

completing 18 dives, she went down again off the Isles of Shoals 

on the morning of 23 May at 42°53′N 70°37′W. Failure of the main 

induction valve caused the flooding of the aft torpedo room, both 

engine rooms, and the crew's quarters, drowning 26 men 

immediately. Quick action by the crew prevented the other 

compartments from flooding. Squalus bottomed in 243 feet (74 m) 

of water. 

  

Squalus was initially located by her sister ship, Sculpin. The two 

submarines were able to communicate using a telephone marker 

buoy until the cable parted.  Divers from the submarine rescue ship 

Falcon began rescue operations under the direction of the 

salvage and rescue expert Lieutenant Commander Charles B. 

“Swede” Momsen using the new McCann Rescue Chamber.  

 

The divers were able to rescue all 33 surviving crew members from 

the sunken submarine. Four enlisted divers, Chief Machinist's Mate 

William Badders, Chief Boatswain's Mate Orson L. Crandall, Chief 

Metalsmith James H. McDonald and Chief Torpedoman John 

Mihalowski, were awarded the Medal of Honor for their work 

during the rescue and subsequent salvage. 

 

Following her salvage she was renamed and recommissioned on 

15 May 1940 as USS Sailfish. 

 

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of May,” Page 3) 
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BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   MMMAAAYYY   
(Continued From Page 2) 

 

USS Stickleback (SS-415) 

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  1 January 1945 

Commissioned:  29 March 1945 

Builder:  Mare Island Naval Shipyard, 

Vallejo, California 

Length: 311’ 10” 

Beam:  27’ 4” 

Lost on 28 May 1958  

No Loss of Life 

 

Stickleback was recommissioned on 6 September 1946 and served 

at San Diego, California as a training ship until entering the Mare 

Island Naval Shipyard on 6 November 1952 for conversion to a 

snorkel (GUPPY IIA) type submarine. The vessel was back at sea on 

26 June 1953 and joined Submarine Squadron 7 at Pearl Harbor. 

 

For the next four years, the submarine participated in training 

operations and the development of both defensive and offensive 

submarine tactics. On 28 May 1958, Stickleback was participating 

in an antisubmarine warfare exercise with the escort USS Silverstein 

and a torpedo retriever boat in the Hawaiian area. The exercises 

continued into the afternoon of the next day when the submarine 

completed a simulated torpedo run on Silverstein. As Stickleback 

was going to a safe depth, she lost power and broached 

approximately 200 yards (180 m) ahead of the destroyer escort.  

 

Silverstein backed full and put her rudder hard left in an effort to 

avoid a collision but holed the submarine on her port side. 

Stickleback’s crew was removed by the retriever boat and 

combined efforts were made by Silverstein, Sabalo, Sturtevant, 

and Greenlet to save the stricken submarine. The rescue ships put 

lines around her, but compartment after compartment flooded 

and, at 18:57 on 29 May 1958, Stickleback sank in 1,800 fathoms 

(3,300 m) of water. 

 

Stickleback was struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 30 June 

1958. 

 

Stickleback was one of four United States Navy submarines lost 

since the end of World War II. The others were Cochino, Thresher 

and Scorpion. 
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May 1-6 .......................................................................... USSVI Western Regional Roundup in Loughlin, Nevada 

 

May 8 .................................................................................................................................................... Mother’s Day 

 

May 12 .................... Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland - No Chow this Month) 

 

May 21 ........................................................................................................................................ Armed Forces Day 

 

May 30 ............ Memorial Day Ceremony/Tolling of the Boats at Beaverton Veterans Memorial Park (1100) 

 

June 6.......................................................................................................................... Anniversary of D-Day (1944) 

 

June 9............................ Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland - Chow this Month) 

 

June 14 ........................................................................................................................................................ Flag Day 

 

June 19 .................................................................................................................................................. Father’s Day 

 

July 4 ......................................................................................................................................... Independence Day 

 

July 14 ..................... Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 
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May 1, 1943 - USS Pogy (SS 266), in an attack on a 

Japanese convoy, torpedoes and sinks the Japanese 

gunboat Keishin Maru off Iwaki, Japan. 

 

May 2, 1942 - USS Drum (SS 228) sinks a Japanese 

seaplane carrier, and USS Trout (SS 202) sinks a 

Japanese freighter off the southeast coast of Honshu. 

 

May 2, 1945 - USS Springer (SS 414) torpedoes and sinks 

a Japanese frigate in the Yellow Sea and then sinks a 

Japanese coastal defense ship the next day. 

 

May 3, 1942 - USS Spearfish (SS 190) evacuates naval 

and military officers, including nurses, from Corregidor 

before surrendering island to Japan. 
 

May 3, 1944 - USS Flasher (SS 249) sinks a Japanese 

freighter; USS Sand Lance (SS 381) sinks a Japanese 

transport; USS Tautog (SS 199) sinks a Japanese army 

cargo ship; and USS Tinosa (SS 283) sinks a Japanese 

freighter. 

 

May 5, 1943 - USS Permit (SS 178), USS Snook (SS 279) 

and USS Sawfish (SS 276) damage two Japanese ships 

and sink two freighters and a gunboat. 

 

May 10, 1944 - USS Cod (SS 224) attacks a large 

Japanese convoy and destroyer off the west coast of 

Luzon. USS Silversides (SS 236) attacks a Japanese 

convoy about 120 miles south-southwest of Guam. 

 

May 14, 1944 - USS Bonefish (SS 223) attacks a 

Japanese convoy bound for Sibitu Passage, Borneo, 

and sinks Japanese destroyer Inazuma near TawiTawi, 

east of Borneo and survives counter-attacks by 

Japanese destroyer Hibiki. Also on this date, USS Aspro 

(SS 309) and USS Bowfin (SS 287) attack a Japanese 

convoy and sinks cargo ship Bisan Maru. 

 

May 15, 1930 - The streamlined submarine V-5 is 

commissioned, then named Narwhal in February 1931, 

and receives the hull number (SS 167) that July. During 

World War II, Narwhal participates in 15 war patrols, 

serving in the Pacific Theatre, earning 15 battle stars.

May 15, 1969 - The pre-commissioning submarine 

Guitarro (SSN 665) accidentally sinks while moored at 

Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, California. Due to 

the damage, her commissioning date is rescheduled 

to September 1972.  

 

May 17, 1942 - USS Tautog (SS 199) sinks Japanese 

submarine I-28; USS Triton (SS 201) sinks the Japanese 

submarine I-64, and USS Skipjack (SS 184) sinks a 

Japanese army transport ship.  

 

May 20, 1944 - USS Angler (SS 240) sinks Japanese 

transport Otori Maru and survives depth charging by its 

escort, while both USS Silversides (SS 236) and USS 

Bluegill (SS 242) sink enemy vessels. 

 

May 22, 1968 - USS Scorpion (SSN-589) is lost with her 

crew southwest of the Azores. In late October 1968, 

her remains are found on the sea floor more than 

10,000 feet below the surface by a deep-

submergence vehicle towed from the USNS Mizar  

(T-AGOR-11). 

 

May 23, 1939 - USS Squalus (SS 192) suffers a 

catastrophic main induction valve failure during a test 

dive off the New Hampshire coast and is partially 

flooded, killing 26 crew members. 

 

May 24, 1939 - Vice Adm. Allan McCann's Rescue 

Chamber is first used to rescue 33 men from the 

sunken USS Squalus (SS 192). Four Navy divers receive 

the Medal of Honor for their heroic actions on May 24-

25 to rescue the trapped men. 

 

May 25, 1944 - USS Flying Fish (SS 229) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks guardboat Daito Maru 

and freighter Osaka Maru north of Palau. 

 

May 26, 1943 - USS Saury (SS 189) attacks a Japanese 

convoy south of Kyushu and sinks transport Kagi Maru, 

about 10 miles north of the Nansei Shoto. Also on this 

date, USS Whale (SS 239) sinks Japanese gunboat 

Shoei Maru which is transporting men of the Guam  

 

See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 6) 
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TTTHHHIIISSS   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   IIINNN                              
SSSIIILLLEEENNNTTT   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   



TTTHHHIIISSS   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   IIINNN   SSSIIILLLEEENNNTTT   

SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   
(Continued from Page 5) 
 

Base Detachment about 17 miles north-northwest of 

Rota, Mariana Islands. 

 

May 27, 1943 - USS Runner (SS 275) departs Midway for 

her third war patrol but is never heard from again. 

Overdue and presumed lost in July 1943, she is struck 

from the Navy list that October. 

 

May 27, 1945 - USS Tench (SS 417) sinks Japanese 

freighter Kinei Maru off Kushiro Light, and USS Tigrone (SS 

419) sinks Japanese guardboat No. 3 Yawata Maru off 

Tori Jima. 

 

May 28, 1943 - USS Peto (SS 265) sinks Japanese 

hydrographic-meteorological research ship Tenkai No. 2 

northeast of Mussau Island. Also on this date, USS Tunny 

(SS 282) sinks Japanese gunboat Shotoku Maru off the 

west coast of Rota, Mariana Islands. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

May 28, 1945 - USS Ray (SS 271) sinks Japanese freighter 

Biko Maru northwest of Changshan. Also on this date, 

USS Blueback (SS 326) and USS Lamprey (SS 372) 

damage Japanese submarine chaser Ch-1 in a surface 

gunnery action off Japara. 

 

May 29, 1945 - USS Sterlet (SS 392) sinks Japanese army 

cargo ships Kuretake Maru and Tenyro Maru despite the 

close proximity of the escort Coast Defense Ship No. 65. 

 

May 30, 1944 - USS Guitarro (SS 363) sinks Japanese 

freighter Shisen Maru 60 miles south-east of Keelung, 

Formosa. Also on this date, USS Pompon (SS 267) sinks 

Japanese freighter Shiga Maru off Muroto Saki, Japan 

while USS Rasher (SS 269) sinks the gunboat Anshu Maru 

about 110 miles north-northeast of Halmahera. 

 
 

May 31, 1944 - USS Barb (SS 220) and USS Herring (SS 233) 

attack Japanese shipping in the Sea of Okhotsk about 

150 miles west of Matsuwa Island, Kuril Islands, sinking 

several ships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HHHOOOWWW   AAA   $$$222...777   BBBIIILLLLLLIIIOOONNN   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   WWWAAASSS   

CCCRRRIIIPPPPPPLLLEEEDDD   BBBYYY   DDDEEEFFFEEECCCTTTIIIVVVEEE   PPPAAARRRTTTSSS    

Martin Matishak | The Fiscal Times 
 

A $2.7 billion attack submarine, the USS Minnesota, 

has been out of commission for more than a year 

because of a defective pipe joint near the ship’s 

nuclear-powered engine. 

 

The defective part, which is worth about $10,000, 

was installed near the ship’s nuclear power plant.  

Engineers discovered the poorly welded steam 

pipe in early 2015, and ongoing repairs have led 

to the ship being stuck in overhaul ever since, 

according to Navy Times. 

 

The submarine was considered a great success 

just a few years ago.  It was delivered to the Navy 

11 months ahead of schedule and commissioned 

in September 2013.  But the ship has spent only a 

few days at sea, and its crew has been waiting for 

more than two years to get underway.  Repairs 

are supposed to be completed this summer, but 

the process has taken so long that some of the 

current crew, who typically serve in three-year 

rotations, may never sail on it.  
 

The Minnesota isn’t alone, either:  Navy officials 

say two other submarines have been affected by 

the same shoddy pipe joints, and engineers are 

now scouring aircraft carriers and other ships for 

similar problems.  Justice Department investigators 

are gathering evidence for possible criminal 

charges against the contractors responsible for 

the work. 

 

The news comes at a critical time for the Navy.  In 

late March the service released a “Submarine 

Unified Build Strategy” (SUBS) for concurrent 

production of its Ohio-class replacement ballistic 

missile submarine and Virginia-class attack 

submarine through at least 2023. 
 

(See “Crippled by Defective Parts,” Page 7)
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CCCRRRIIIPPPPPPLLLEEEDDD   BBBYYY   DDDEEEFFFEEECCCTTTIIIVVVEEE   PPPAAARRRTTTSSS   
(Continued from Page 6) 

 

The Navy wants to buy 12 boats to replace the 

existing force of 14 Trident Ohio-class ballistic missile 

submarines, which entered into service in the early 

1980s.  Service officials have pegged the cost of 

the Ohio replacement program, also known as the 

SSBN(X), at around $139 billion.  The effort’s lifetime 

cost will come in at roughly $347 billion. 

 

With so much taxpayer money at stake, the SUBS 

plan is meant to show that the Navy is serious 

about keeping both the SSBN(X) effort and the 

ongoing program to build 48 Virginia-class vessels 

like the Minnesota on cost and on schedule. 

The strategy calls for defense giant General 

Dynamics to lead design and delivery of the 12 

SSBN(X) vessels, while Huntington Ingalls designs 

and builds major assemblies and modules. 

 

 

General Dynamics will also remain the prime 

contractor for work on the Virginia-class subs, 

which are also built by both companies.  But since 

the Ohio-class successor is a top priority, the Navy

plan states that Huntington Ingalls will assume 

responsibility for building additional Virginia-class 

submarines as needed, though it doesn’t give an 

exact number. 

 

Both firms agreed to the Navy’s plan. 

 

Rep. Joe Courtney of Connecticut, the top 

Democrat on the House Armed Services 

Subcommittee on Seapower and Projection 

Forces, said he was glad that the plan stipulates 

keeping up the present pace of building two 

Virginia-class subs per year through at least 2023.  

Connecticut is home to Electric Boat, a subsidiary 

of General Dynamics. 

 

The Navy previously said it would construct just one 

sub in 2021, the first year the service is supposed to 

buy an SSBN(X).  The service is facing a submarine 

shortfall starting in about 2025, and building a 

second attack sub in 2021 could help ease the 

burden on the underwater fleet. 
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KKKEEEEEELLL   LLLAAAYYYIIINNNGGG   HHHEEELLLDDD   IIINNN   RRRHHHOOODDDEEE   IIISSSLLLAAANNNDDD   FFFOOORRR   

111777TTTHHH   VVVIIIRRRGGGIIINNNIIIAAA---CCCLLLAAASSSSSS   AAATTTTTTAAACCCKKK   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   
   

NORTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. (AP) — Officials 

representing the Navy and shipbuilders gathered 

with politicians Monday to praise a $2.5 billion 

submarine that they say will be the stealthiest 

vessel patrolling the oceans for the U.S. military — 

the future USS South Dakota. 

 

It will have quieter 

machinery, a 

coating on its hull 

to further eliminate 

noise and sonar 

panels to better 

detect and track 

other submarines, 

Rear Adm. Michael 

Jabaley said during 

the ceremony in 

Rhode Island, 

where the 

submarine is being 

built.  Those new 

modifications 

represent about 

$115 million of the 

cost, the Navy 

says. 

 

"With the undersea environment constantly 

changing and becoming more crowded with 

capable threats, the Navy has decided to use 

South Dakota as a prototype ship that will include 

significant investments in stealth beyond anything 

seen to date," Jabaley said. 

 

The ceremony, which formally marked 

construction of the nation's 17th Virginia-class 

attack submarine, was held at a manufacturing 

plant operated by Electric Boat, a subsidiary of 

General Dynamics. 

 

Groton, Connecticut-based Electric Boat and 

Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia are building 

the South Dakota.  They have an agreement to 

build two Virginia-class attack submarines 

annually. 

 

Construction on the South Dakota began in 

March 2013, and the submarine is 65 percent

complete.  Its contracted delivery date is August 

2018. 

 

In keeping with Navy tradition, the ship's sponsor, 

Deanie Dempsey, wrote her initials on a metal 

plate that will be mounted on the submarine.  A 

welder traced over 

her initials to make 

them permanent. 

 

Dempsey, the wife 

of former Joint 

Chiefs of Staff 

chairman and 

retired U.S. Army 

Gen. Martin 

Dempsey, is an 

advocate for 

military families and 

volunteers with 

military support 

organizations.  

 

"I am beyond 

honored and 

thrilled to be here 

and to start this 

relationship with all 

of you," she said at the ceremony. 

 

Martin Dempsey, who was in the audience, said 

he loved the tradition of the keel-laying ceremony 

and the "heartfelt passion" for building submarines 

that it showcased.   

 

"The merging of men and machines is really 

remarkable," he said. 

 

Members of Congress from Rhode Island, 

Connecticut and South Dakota spoke about the 

nation's need for submarines.  They, along with 

Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo, a Democrat, 

thanked the shipbuilders and service members in 

attendance. 

 

U.S. Sen. Mike Rounds, a South Dakota 

Republican, said "a new symbolic link" is now 

formed between South Dakota and the Navy. 
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A module of the stern section of the nation’s 17th Virginia-class attack submarine, 
South Dakota, is visible behind a backdrop during a ceremony at the manufacturing 
plant for General Dynamics’ Electric Boat Monday, April 4, 2016 in North Kingstown, 
Rhode Island.  Photo:  Jennifer McDermott, AP 

 



BINNACLE LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USSVI National/Local Base Dues 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Base is still actively seeking volunteers to fill the following positions: 

 

 Base Treasurer (Backup); to serve as backup and provide support as necessary to current Treasurer Mike Worden.  

Although the individual serving as backup to the Treasurer is not technically a member of the Executive Board, Article 

IX, Section 4 of the Blueback Base Constitution and Bylaws provides a detailed description of the Treasurer’s duties 

and responsibilities.   

 

 Ways and Means Officer; this is an Executive Board position.  For a detailed description of the duties and 

responsibilities of the Ways and Means Officer, see the Blueback Base Constitution and Bylaws, Article IX, Section 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Carter; Cook; Daniels; Davis; Hughes; Koeneke; LaPan; Lytle; Stevens 
 

 

♦ No new additions to the Binnacle List this month ♦ 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Membership National Blueback Base 

One-Year Term $25 $15 

Three-Year Term $70 $45 

Five-Year Term $115 $75 
 

Life Membership National Blueback Base 

Age 45 and Under $500 $300 

Age 46-55 $400 $250 

Age 56-65 $300 $200 

Age 66-75 $200 $150 

Age 76 and older $100 $50 
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BBBLLLUUUEEEBBBAAACCCKKK   BBBAAASSSEEE   MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR      

IIINNNDDDUUUCCCTTTEEEDDD   IIINNNTTTOOO   HHHOOOLLLLLLAAANNNDDD   CCCLLLUUUBBB   
 
At the Submarine Force Birthday Luncheon held on 

Saturday, April 9th, Base Commander George 

Hudson welcomed Blueback Base member Jack P. 

Dent into USSVI’s prestigious Holland Club.  Named 

for John P. Holland, the designer of the U.S. Navy’s 

first submarine, the Holland Club is an exclusive 

group within USSVI wherein the core requirement for 

membership is to have been designated “Qualified 

in Submarines” for a minimum of fifty years. 

 

Holland Club members represent the pioneers of the 

Submarine Force who led the way and set the 

standards of excellence by which all Submariners 

who follow are measured.  Through their membership 

in this exclusive fraternity, Holland Club members 

represent the living history of our rich submarine 

heritage.   We would not be where we are today 

without them, and they should be justifiably proud – 

not only of their accomplishments, but for having 

achieved this significant milestone.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS and BRAVO ZULU to our 

Blueback Base Shipmate Jack Dent! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Jack P. Dent 

TM2(SS), USN 

Qualified in USS Daniel Boone (SSBN-629) in 1966 

 

 

 
  

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 

Eagle Scout Recognition: 
 

Former Commander Ray Lough presented a 

USSVI Eagle Scout certificate and patch to 

Christian Davison in Vancouver, Washington  

on April 30th. 
 

Memorial Day Ceremony at Beaverton 

Veterans Memorial Park: 
 

American Legion Post 124 will be conducting its 

annual Memorial Day ceremony at the Veterans 

Memorial Park located at 12500 SW Allen Blvd, 

Beaverton, Oregon on Monday, May 30th.  The 

band will start playing at 1000 and the ceremony 

will begin at 1100.  We will have a Tolling of the 

Boats ceremony at the USS Albacore Memorial 

immediately following the American Legion 

ceremony.   

 

Please come out to remember our fallen heroes 

of all military branches as well as to honor our 

fellow submariners on Eternal Patrol. 

 

Fraternally, 

George 
George Hudson 

Base Commander 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

WILLIAM “BILL” BUTLER HEAGY 

MAY 6, 1929 – MARCH 14, 2016 
 
Former Blueback Base member William “Bill” Heagy departed on eternal patrol on 
March 14, 2016 in Seaside, Oregon.   
 
Bill enlisted in the Navy in 1946, joining the Silent Service where he qualified on 
board USS Blower (SS-325) and also served on USS Carp (SS-338) and USS Plunger 
(SSN 595).  He retired from the Navy following 21 years of distinguished service. 
 

Although failing health was a factor in Bill’s relinquishing his Blueback Base membership, he remained a 
Member-at-Large and was a Life Member of USSVI.  Sailor, rest your oar.  We have the watch. 

 

ZELEN RJ “JOE” NOECKER 
SEPTEMBER 17, 1948 – MARCH 22, 2016 

 
Blueback Base Associate Member Zelen RJ “Joe” Noecker departed on eternal patrol 
on March 22, 2016 at the age of 67.    
 
A native of Portland, Oregon, Joe served in the Navy for six years, two of those in 
Vietnam, and for an additional 27 years in the Coast Guard Reserves until his 
retirement as a Chief Petty Officer in 2002. 
 

In addition to his membership in USSVI and the Blueback Base, Joe was a member of the Al Kader 
Shriners; Masonic Lodge #100; VFW Post #4248; the Multnomah County Sheriff Reserves; and the U. S. 
Navy MARS Operation on Amateur Ham Radio.  Joe generously donated his time and talents to 
performing maintenance on the USS Blueback at OMSI.  Sailor, rest your oar.  We have the watch. 

 

MAURICE J.  “DUSTY” KNIGHT 
MARCH 3, 1928 – APRIL 1, 2016 

 
Blueback Base, USSVI Life Member, and Holland Club member Maurice J. “Dusty” 
Knight departed on eternal patrol on April 1, 2016 at the age of 88.  
 
Dusty enlisted in the Navy in 1947 and volunteered for duty in the Submarine 
Service.  He qualified on board USS Cusk (SS-348) in 1949. 
  

  



IN MEMORIAM 

 
He served with distinction in the Navy for 22 years, achieving the rank of Chief Warrant Officer 2 
(CWO2).  Following the completion of his service in the Navy Dusty joined the U.S. Army soon thereafter, 
proudly serving his Nation for an additional six years before retiring from military service.  Sailor, rest 
your oar.  We have the watch. 
 
 

PATRICIA ANN “PAT” FRIAUF 
FEBRUARY 23, 1939 – MARCH 26, 2016 

 
Patricia Ann “Pat” Friauf, loving partner to our friend and Shipmate Bob Jackson 
for 44 years, passed away on March 26, 2016 following a brave battle with cancer. 
 
Pat was born in Glasgow, Montana and grew up in Shelton, Washington.  A 
graduate of the University of Washington, she received her Masters in Education 
from Oregon State University. 

 
Pat began her teaching career in the Vancouver School District, becoming only the second female ever 
hired as a principal in the district. She was committed to working with kids and teachers for the next 31 
years as a teacher at Vancouver High School and Lewis Jr. High School; as Vice Principal of Shumway Jr. 
High School; and as Principal of Gaiser Jr. High School, Fort Vancouver High School and Columbia River 
High School. 
 
Pat was a loving daughter, mother, grandmother, sister, friend and companion who dedicated her life to 
improving the lives of those around her.   Rest in peace; we will keep you and yours in our thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

    
    

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-washington/?personid=179499300&affiliateID=1424

