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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   

WWWHHHAAATTT’’’SSS   YYYOOOUUURRR   SSSTTTOOORRRYYY???   
 

On July 16th several members of the Blueback Base met in Aumsville to say goodbye to 

our shipmate Clarence “Scotty” Scott.  Scotty qualified on the USS Kraken SS 370 in 1945 

and saw action in the Pacific during World War II.  I often said hello to Scotty at our 

meetings, but regretfully, I didn’t know him that well. 

 

 After the funeral we attended a 

luncheon at Scotty’s church where 

I learned more about Scotty from 

his family, friends and shipmates. 

These were not all submarine 

combat stories; some were just 

funny or interesting stories about 

Scotty’s service in the Navy. As I 

listened, it brought back memories 

of my own experiences and the 

countless submarine stories I’ve 

heard from my shipmates over the 

years.  We all have great stories 

about our service and we shouldn’t 

have to wait until we are gone for 

our family and shipmates to hear 

them. 

 

Base Editor Alan Brodie has invited 

us to submit personal stories for publication in the Sanitary newsletter.  I would like to 

second Alan’s invitation and ask shipmates to write a short story about something they or 

a shipmate experienced in the Submarine Service. 

 
 

 (See “Commander’s Log,” Page 10) 
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OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   AAAUUUGGGUUUSSSTTT   
 

 

 

USS Bullhead (SS-332) 

Class:  BALAO Class 

Launched:  16 Jul 1944 

Commissioned:  4 Dec 1944  

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut  

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 6 August 1945 

84 Men Lost 

 
On 31 July 1945 Bullhead left Fremantle to commence her third 

war patrol.  Her orders were to patrol in a "wolfpack" with 

Capitaine (SS-336) and Puffer (SS-268) in the Java Sea until 5 

September and then head for Subic Bay in the Philippines.  

Bullhead reported on 6 August that she had passed through 

Lombok Strait.  That was the last word received from Bullhead.  

 

On 12 August Capitaine, planning to arrive on 13 August, 

ordered Bullhead to take position the following day in a 

scouting line with Capitaine and Puffer.  Receiving no reply, 

Capitaine reported on 15 August, "Have been unable to 

contact Bullhead by any means since arriving in area." 

 

Though it is difficult to determine precisely which of the many 

Japanese anti-submarine attacks was the one that sank 

Bullhead, one occurred on 6 August 1945 when an Imperial 

Japanese Army Air Force Mitsubishi Ki-51 attacked with depth 

charges.  It claimed two direct hits, and for ten minutes 

thereafter there was a great amount of gushing oil and air 

bubbles rising in the water.  Since the position given is very 

near the Bali coast, it is presumed that the proximity of 

mountain peaks shortened Bullhead's radar range and 

prevented her receiving a warning of the plane's approach.   

 

Bullhead received two Battle Stars for her World War II service. 

 

 
USS Flier (SS-250) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  11 Jul 1943 

Commissioned:  18 Oct 1943 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 13 August 1944  

79 Men Lost 

 
During her first war patrol on 13 June 1944, Flier attacked a 

convoy of 11 ships, cargo carriers and tankers, guarded by at 

least six escorts.  The alert behavior of the escorts during the 

attack resulted in a severe counterattack on Flier before she 

could observe what damage she had done to the convoy.  

On 22 June, she began a long chase after another large 

convoy, scoring four hits for six torpedoes fired at two cargo 
ships that day, and three hits for four torpedoes launched 

against another cargo ship of the same convoy the next day. 

Flier put in to Fremantle, Australia to refit between 5 July and 2 

August 1944, then sailed on her second war patrol, bound for 

the coast of Indochina.  At about 2200 on 13 August while 

transiting Balabac Strait on the surface, she struck a mine.  Flier 

sank in a matter of minutes, yet 14 officers and men were able 

to clamber out.  Eight of the 14 reached the beach at 

Mantangula Island after 17 hours in the water.  Friendly natives 

guided them to a coast-watcher who arranged for them to be 

picked up by submarine, and on the night of 30–31 August, 

they were taken on board USS Redfin. 

  

Flier received one battle star for World War II service.  In her 

single war patrol she is credited with having sunk 10,380 tons of 

Japanese shipping. 
 

 

USS S-39 (SS-144) 

Class:  S Class 

Launched:  2 Jul 1919 

Commissioned:  14 Sep 1923 

Builder:  Bethlehem Shipbuilding  

Corp., San Francisco, California 

Length: 219’ 3”  

Beam:    20’ 9” 

Lost on 13 August 1942  

No Loss of Life 

 
S-39’s fifth war patrol, delayed twice by mechanical failures 

and once by the necessity of hospitalizing her executive 

officer, began on 10 August 1942.  Assigned station off New 

Ireland, she made her way across the Coral Sea to the 

Louisiades.  On the night of 13 August, S-39 grounded on 

submerged rocks off Rossel Island and took on a 35° port list.   

S-39 immediately blew ballast tanks dry and jettisoned fuel to 

lighten the ship, then ordered a back emergency bell, but to 

no avail.  Heavy seas pounded her and pushed her farther up 

on the rocks. 

 

Throughout the day on 14 August, 15–20 foot breakers crashed 

over the submarine but the crew maintained its fight to refloat 

the ship, including jettisoning more fuel and firing four 

deactivated torpedoes.  By 15 August, the list had increased 

to 60°.  The heavy seas had not abated; S-39 continued to be 

pounded against the rocks, and a call for help brought word 

that the Australian minesweeper HMAS Katoomba was 

coming.  Efforts were begun to rescue the crew.  Lieutenant 

C.N.G. Hendrix and Chief Petty Officer W. L. Schoenrock swam 

ashore, secured mooring lines to a torpedo which had lodged 

in the reef for use as riding lines, and assisted other crew 

members to safety.  By noon, 32 men had reached shore.  

Shortly thereafter, Katoomba arrived and by noon the 

following day had taken all of the crew of S-39 on board.  

 

S-39 was left on the rocks as her commanding officer was 

satisfied she would continue breaking up.  Her crew was taken 

to Townsville and reassigned to other submarines. 

 
 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of August,” Page 3) 
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USS Harder (SS-257) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  19 Aug 1942 

Commissioned:  2 Dec 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length:  311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 24 August 1944  

79 Men Lost 

 
Harder, accompanied by USS Hake (SS-256) and USS 

Haddo (SS-255), departed Fremantle on 5 August 1944 for her 

sixth and final war patrol.  Assigned to the South China Sea off 

Luzon, the wolf pack headed northward.  On 21 August Harder 

and Haddo joined Ray (SS-271), Guitarro (SS-363), and 

Raton (SS-270) in a coordinated attack against a convoy off 

Palawan Bay, Mindoro.  The Japanese lost four passenger-

cargo marus, one credited to Harder. 

 

Early the next day, Harder and Haddo attacked and destroyed 

three coastal defense vessels off Bataan, Harder sinking frigates 

Matsuwa and Hiburi; then, joined by Hake that night, they 

headed for Caiman Point, Luzon.  At dawn on 23 August 

Haddo attacked and fatally damaged Asakaze off Cape 

Bolinao.  Enemy trawlers towed the stricken destroyer to Dasol 

Bay and Haddo, her torpedoes expended, informed Harder 

and Hake of the attack and left the wolf-pack for 

replenishment at Biak. 

 

Harder and Hake remained off Dasol Bay, searching for new 

targets. Before dawn on 24 August they identified what they 

thought was a Japanese minesweeper and the three-stack 

Siamese destroyer Phra Ruang.  As Hake closed to attack, the 

destroyer turned away toward Dasol Bay. Hake broke off her 

approach, turned northward, and sighted Harder's periscope 

about 600–700 yards (550–640 m) dead ahead.  Swinging 

southward, Hake then sighted the CD-22 about 2,000 yards 

(1,800 m) off her port quarter swinging toward them. To escape 

the charging escort, Hake started deep and rigged for silent 

running.  At 0728 she heard 15 rapid depth charges explode in 

the distance astern.  She continued evasive action that 

morning, then returned to the general area of the attack shortly 

after noon.  She swept the area at periscope depth but found 

only a ring of marker buoys covering a radius of one-half mile. 

 

The vigorous depth charge attack had ended the career of 

Harder with all hands.  The Japanese report of the attack 

concluded that "much oil, wood chips, and cork floated in the 

vicinity." 

 

Dubbed "Hit 'Em Again, Harder," she had wreaked havoc 

among Japanese shipping.  Her record of aggressive and 

daring exploits became almost legendary.  

 

Harder received six battle stars and the Presidential Unit Citation 

for her World War II service. 

 

USS Cochino (SS-345) 

Class:  BALAO Class 

Launched:  20 Apr 1945 

Commissioned:  25 Aug 1945 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length:  311’ 9”  

Beam:     27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 August 1949  

7 Men Lost 

 

Cochino joined the U.S Atlantic Fleet, cruising East Coast and 

Caribbean Sea waters from her home port of Key West, Florida.  

On 18 July 1949, she put to sea for a cruise to Britain and Arctic 

operations.  Her group ran through a violent polar gale off 

Norway and the jolting received by Cochino due to the heavy 

sea state wreaked havoc, causing an electrical fire and 

battery explosion on 25 August followed by the generation of 

both hydrogen and chlorine gases. 

 

Defying the most unfavorable weather conditions possible, 

Rear Admiral (then Captain) Rafael Benítez (1917–1999), 

commander of Cochino, and his men fought for 14 hours to 

save the submarine, displaying extraordinary seamanship and 

courage.  But a second battery explosion on 26 August 

necessitated orders to abandon ship and Cochino sank quickly 

thereafter.  The crew of USS Tusk, operating in company with 

Cochino, rescued all of Cochino’s men except for Robert 

Wellington Philo, a civilian engineer.  In addition, six crew 

members assigned to Tusk were lost during the rescue. 

  

Cochino is one of four United States Navy submarines to be lost 

since the end of World War II.  
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August 1 ...................................................................................................................................................................................... Armed Forces Day 

 

August 6 ........................................................................................... Blueback Base Meeting/Picnic (1100 at Clackamette Park, Oregon City) 

 

August 7 ......................................................................................................................................................................... National Purple Heart Day 

 

August 14 ........................................................................................................................ VJ Day – 71st Anniversary of Japanese Surrender, WWII 

 

August 15-20 ....................................................................................................................................... USSVI National Convention, Reno, Nevada 

 

August 25 ................................................................................................. Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

September 5 ............................................................................................................................................................................................. Labor Day 

 

September 8 .............................................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

September 11 .................................................................................................................................................................. 9/11 Remembrance Day 

 

September 16 ............................................................................................................................................... National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

 

September 22 .......................................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

September 25 ..................................................................................................................................................................... Gold Star Mother’s Day 

 

October 10 ........................................................................................................................................................................................ Columbus Day 

 

October 13 .................................................................................................................................... 241st Birthday of the United States Navy (1775) 

 

October 13 ....................................................................... Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – Chow this Month) 

 

October 27 ............................................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

October 31 ............................................................................................................................................................................................... Halloween 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
14 July 2016 

 
1730 E-Board Meeting called to order by Past Base Commander Ray Lough.  Members present were Past 

Base Commander Lough; Secretary Bill Long; Treasurer Mike Worden; and Chief of the Boat Arlo 

Gatchel.  Bills were submitted and ordered to be paid.  The Base was notified by USSVI National that in 

order to help defray the rising cost of insurance for events in which local USSVI bases participate, a 

$25.00 annual fee is to be paid by each base.  It was mentioned that the USS Albacore float is in need 

of some maintenance and that we should form a working party to conduct cleaning and 

maintenance.  Ron Bell will be getting the meat for the annual picnic and has offered to cook it for us.  

Members attending the picnic will be asked to bring a side dish.  The Base will provide soda, bottled 

water and ice.  Clackamette Park now has a camp host and will permit camping this year for the 

picnic on a first-come, first-served basis.   The E-Board discussed this year’s Christmas party and next 

year’s Submarine Birthday Luncheon venues.  The Nominating Committee is still seeking nominations for 

this year’s Base officer elections.  The meeting was adjourned at 1750. 

  

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Past Base Commander Ray Lough. 

 

 Invocation:  Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Flag Salute:  Past Base Commander Ray Lough 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Past Base Commander Ray Lough/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Past Base Commander Ray Lough 

 

 Introductions:  Past Base Commander Ray Lough 

 

 Secretary’s Report:  Base Secretary Bill Long  

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Mike Worden 

 

Base Commander’s Report:  Past Base Commander Ray Lough discussed the loss of one of our own, 

Clarence “Scotty” Scott.  Scotty was a member and served as National Commander of the Submarine 

Veterans of WWII and was a longtime member of USSVI.  He was a good man and will be missed by us 

all.  His memorial service will be held on Saturday, 16 July 2016 in Slayton, Oregon at the Church of 

Latter Day Saints.  Viewing is at 1000 with the service to start at 1100, followed by a gravesite service 

with full military honors.  All hands are encouraged to attend and to wear their blue vests to show our 

support.  A luncheon will be provided after the service.    

  

Old Business:  

 

 Clackamette Park now has a camp host and will permit camping this year for the picnic on a first- 

come, first-served basis.  Base members are asked to bring a side dish (i.e., baked beans, salads, 

desserts, etc.) and the Base will provide sodas, Ice, bottled water and utensils.  The picnic is on 

Saturday, 6 August 2016 at Clackamette Park from 1100 to 1500.   

 

 Base elections are coming up and we are still looking for nominations.   

 

 Base Secretary Bill Long mentioned that he has not found anyone willing to let us store the USS 

Albacore float.  He did get a price of $1,900 for a 40-foot steel shipping container if the Base chose to 

go that route; however, the Base would still need to find someone willing to store the container. 

 

 The Base needs to settle on a location for hold this year’s Christmas party.  Last year’s party was at 

the Monarch Hotel; we will ask Vice Commander Jay Agler to contact the Monarch Hotel for 

information and pricing for this year.  Anyone with a suggestion for an alternate venue is encouraged 

to let the E board know.   
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USSVI DUES 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

      

Old Business (Continued):  

 

 The Base also needs to consider potential locations for next year’s Submarine Birthday Luncheon. 

We can either return to Claim Jumper or consider an alternate venue.  Again, anyone with a 

suggestion for an alternate venue is encouraged to let the E board know.    

 

50/50 Break 

 

New Business:   

 

 Welcome Aboard to Ronald Park who officially became the newest member of Blueback Base! 

 

 A discussion was held about the possibility of building a new, updated float (i.e., a Barbel-class 

submarine) to eventually replace the existing Albacore float.  If anyone has any suggestions or 

metal bending experience please let the E board know.       

 

For the Good of the Order:   Trustee Gary Webb mentioned that everyone who participated in the 

Canby 4th of July Parade had an outstanding time.  The USS Albacore float won the 2016 Canby 

Independence Day Celebration “Best Adult’s Parade Entry.”  The Base was awarded a plaque which 

is now proudly displayed on the Blueback “Wall of Fame” at the VFW Post.    

 

Benediction:  Base Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  1940 

 

Sailing List: Bell; Brodie; Collins; Daniels; Dennis; Duncan; Gatchel; Long; Lough; McLaughlin; Musa, S., 

Musa, W.; Park; Stowe; Tzevelekos; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; Worden 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 Bill Long 
 William Long 

 Secretary 

 Blueback Base  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Annual Membership National Blueback Base 

One-Year Term $25 $15 

Three-Year Term $70 $45 

Five-Year Term $115 $75 
 

Life Membership National Blueback Base 

Age 45 and Under $500 $300 

Age 46-55 $400 $250 

Age 56-65 $300 $200 

Age 66-75 $200 $150 

Age 76 and older $100 $50 
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August 1, 1944 - USS Puffer (SS-268) damages the 

Japanese oiler Sunosaki northeast of Borneo. 

 

August 2, 1944 - USS Tautog (SS-199) attacks 

Japanese convoy KO 8801, sinking Army cargo 

ship Konei Maru off Mikisaki, Honshu. 

  

August 3, 1958 - USS Nautilus (SSN-571) becomes 

the first ship to reach the geographic North Pole 

submerged.  Nautilus then proceeds from 

Greenland to Portland, England where she 

receives the Presidential Unit Citation, the first 

ever issued in peacetime, from American 

Ambassador J. H. Whitney. 

  

August 5, 1944 - USS Barbel (SS-316) sinks 

Japanese merchant passenger-cargo ship 

Miyako Maru off Tokuno Jima.  Also on this date, 

USS Cero (SS-225) attacks a Japanese convoy off 

Minanao and sinks oiler Tsurumi in Davao Gulf.  

 

August 8, 1942 - USS Narwhal (SS-167) sinks 

Japanese crab boat Bifuku Maru southeast of 

Shiriya Saki while USS S-38 (SS-143) sinks Japanese 

transport Meiyo Maru at the southern entrance of 

St. George Channel, between New Britain and 

New Ireland.  Also on this date USS Silversides  

(SS-236) attacks a Japanese convoy emerging 

from Kobe Harbor and sinks freighter Nikkei Maru 

in Kii Strait. 

 

August 10, 1942 - Off Kavieng, New Ireland, USS  

S-44 (SS-155) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese 

cruiser Kako as she retires from the Battle of Savo 

Island. 

 

August 12, 1944 - USS Pompon (SS-267) and USS 

Puffer (SS-268) attack Japanese convoys and 

damage and sink multiple Japanese destroyers.

August 14, 1945 - USS Spikefish (SS-404) sinks the 

Japanese submarine I-373 in the Sea of Japan.  

Also on this date, USS Torsk (SS-423) sinks Coastal 

Defense Vessels No. 13 and No. 47. 

 

August 16, 1944 - USS Croaker (SS-246) sinks 

Japanese auxiliary minesweeper Taito Maru. 

 

August 16, 1958 - USS Seadragon (SSN-584) 

launches at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.  

Seadragon decommissions in 1984. 

 

August 17, 1942 - The submarines USS Nautilus (SS-

168) and USS Argonaut (SM-1) land more than 

200 Marines on Makin Island, Gilbert Islands in the 

first amphibious attack made from submarines. 

 

August 19, 1943 - USS Finback (SS-230) sinks 

Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser No. 109 off 

the eastern Celebes. 

 

August 22, 1944 - Submarines USS Haddo (SS-255) 

and USS Harder (SS-257) encounter three 

Japanese escort vessels off the mouth of Manila 

Bay.  Haddo sinks Sado 35 miles west of Manila; 

Harder sinks Matsuwa and Hiburi about 50 miles 

west-southwest of Manila. 

 

August 23, 1944 - USS Haddo (SS-255) torpedoes 

Japanese destroyer Asakaze as the enemy 

warship is escorting the tanker Niyo Maru 20 miles 

southwest of Cape Bolinao, Luzon, Philippine 

Islands.  Asakaze later sinks near Dasol Bay after 

attempts at salvage fail.  Also on this date, USS 

Tang (SS-306) attacks a Japanese convoy off 

Honshu, sinking the cargo ship Tsukushi Maru off 

Hamamatsu. 

 
(See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 8) 
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TTTHHHIIISSS   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   IIINNN   SSSIIILLLEEENNNTTT   

SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   
(Continued from Page 7) 

 
August 25, 1944 - USS Picuda (SS-382), in an attack 

on a Japanese convoy at the western entrance to 

the Babuyan Channel, sinks the destroyer Yunagi 20 

miles north-northeast of the Philippines as well as the 

merchant tanker Kotoku Maru. 

 

August 26, 1949 - While operating in stormy seas off 

northern Norway, USS Cochino (SS-345) suffers a 

series of serious battery explosions that results in her 

loss.  Though all but one of Cochino's men are 

successfully rescued by USS Tusk (SS-426) – a civilian 

engineer assigned to the boat perished – Tusk loses 

six of her own crew during the difficult rescue effort. 
 

August 27, 1944 - USS Stingray (SS-186), after being 

depth charged and "lightly worked over” while 

reconnoitering a designated landing spot, 

successfully lands a party of one Filipino officer, 14 

enlisted men, and more than 60 percent of the 

supplies earmarked for delivery to guerilla forces at 

Saddle Rock, Mayaira Point on the northwest shore 

of Luzon.  Heavy Japanese ship activity in the 

vicinity compels Stingray's departure before all 

stores could be landed. 

 

August 29, 1944 - USS Jack (SS-259) attacks 

Japanese convoy H3 and sinks minesweeper W28 

and Army cargo ship Mexico Maru northwest of 

Menado, Celebes. 

 

August 30, 1929 - At New London, Connecticut, 26 

officers and men test the Momsen lung to exit the 

submerged submarine USS S-4 (SS-109).  S-4, which 

sank in 1927 after being accidentally rammed by a 

Coast Guard cutter but was re-commissioned in 

October 1928 following salvage and repair, was 

used to develop new equipment and techniques 

for submarine salvage. 

 

  
 
 

 

SSSTTTEEEAAALLLTTTHHH   AAANNNDDD   AAARRRMMMEEEDDD   TTTOOO   TTTHHHEEE   TTTEEEEEETTTHHH:::      TTTHHHEEE   UUU...SSS...   NNNAAAVVVYYY'''SSS   

BBBIIIGGG   PPPLLLAAANNN   FFFOOORRR   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   DDDOOOMMMIIINNNAAANNNCCCEEE   
Dave Majumdar | National Interest | July 10, 2016 

 
The United States Navy is moving 

swiftly to make sure that its 

submarines are not eclipsed by new 

threats such as Russia's new Project 

885 Yasen-class attack boats.  While 

the U.S. Navy has talked about its 

efforts to maintain its technological 

superiority over potential foes, the 

service's two top undersea warfare 

officers detailed their Acoustic 

Superiority Program at an event 

hosted by the Center for Strategic 

and International Studies on July 8th. 

 

“This is our response to the continued 

improvement in our peer 

competitors’ submarine quality,” Rear 

Adm. Michael Jabaley, the Navy’s 

Program Executive Officer for 

submarines, said.  “The Russians with 

the production of the Severodvinsk 

SSGN took a significant step forward 

in their acoustic ability.  We want to 

maintain pace ahead of that.  We 

never want to reach acoustic parity, 

we always want to be better than 

anything any other country is putting 

out there in the submarine domain.”

The future USS South Dakota (SSN-790) 

will be the first acoustic superiority test 

submarine when she is delivered in 

late 2017.  During her one-year post-

shakedown availability (PSA) in 2018, 

South Dakota will receive some fairly 

significant modifications from the 

baseline Virginia-class submarine that 

are expected to be tested at sea 

starting in 2019 and running through 

2020. 

 

The modifications include new 

acoustical hull coatings, a series of 

machinery improvements inside the 

hull and the addition of two new 

large vertical sonar arrays—one on 

each side.  The new sonar arrays 

“provide a significant advantage in 

the ability to detect other submarines 

before you yourself are in a position 

to be detected,” Jabaley said.  

Meanwhile, the machinery 

improvements also promise some 

“significant return on investment.” 

 

Additionally, South Dakota will 

receive a new enhanced propulsor 

design, which is being added during 

construction.  However, if the new 

propulsor design proves to be less 

than successful, the Navy plans to 

replace it during the boat’s post-

shakedown availability.  “South 

Dakota will have an improved 

enhanced hybrid propulsor that we 

have developed with DARPA,” 

Jabaley said. “It promises to present a 

significant acoustic advantage.” 

 

If the modifications trialed on South 

Dakota prove to be successful, then 

the technologies will be adopted for 

use on future Virginia-class boats as 

well as the future Ohio Replacement 

Program (ORP) ballistic missile 

submarines.  “The lessons we learn, 

we learn from her [South Dakota], will 

then drive what we install on future 

ships including Ohio Replacement 

and what we back-fit on existing 

Virginias,” Jabaley said. 

 

 

(See “Navy’s Plan for Submarine 

Dominance,” Page 9) 
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NNNAAAVVVYYY’’’SSS   PPPLLLAAANNN   

FFFOOORRR   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   

DDDOOOMMMIIINNNAAANNNCCCEEE   
(Continued from Page 8) 

 

The new quieting technology should 

more than mitigate any signature 

increase on the planned Block V 

Virginia-class submarines that will 

include the new Virginia Payload 

Module (VPM).  The last 19 Virginia-

class boats are all expected to carry 

the VPM missile tubes.  After the last 

Virginia is built, the Navy expects to 

move on to a new attack submarine 

design. 

 

But the U.S. Navy hasn’t forgotten 

about emerging threats that some 

have argued could render 

submarines obsolete—but the service 

is not impressed by what it sees as 

overhyped fears.  “We’re not there 

yet, we’re not really close—we’re 

working on that just as hard as or 

harder than anyone else,” Jabaley 

said.  Nonetheless, the Navy has 

taken—and has always taken—a 

proactive view toward potential new 

threats. 

 

Rear Adm. Charles Richard, the 

Navy’s Director of Undersea Warfare, 

said that the service has run a 

Submarine Security Technology 

Program (SSPT) for both its ballistic 

missile and attack submarines for 

decades.  The idea behind the effort 

is to anticipate potential future 

threats in advance and counter 

them.  “SSTP has been around for a 

long time,” said Richard—who 

worked in that office 30 years ago.  

 

It looks out into the future—as far as 

25 or 30 years—based on the 

physics—so it’s physics based, intel 

informed—how could someone 

potentially attempt to detect a 

submarine and if we see something 

feasible, we start working on what 

we’re going to do to counter that.” 
 

Richard added that the idea that 

submarines are going to be rendered 

obsolete reemerges every five to ten 

years as some new technology 

emerges.  However, given the 

“brutal” physics of the undersea 

domain, most of those new 

technologies never quite live up to 

the hype.  Thus, whether it was 

satellites in the 1980s or the current 

threat of big data and unmanned 

underwater vehicles, emerging new 

technologies will have to confront the 

harsh realities of the ocean 

environment.   

“Those challenges still remain,” 

Richard said—adding that the 

undersea Navy is quite confident in its 

ability to both exploit new 

technologies for anti-submarine 

warfare and also to hide its 

submarines at sea. 
 

The U.S. Navy has already started to 

work on next-generation submarine 

technologies including new seabed 

sensors, unmanned underwater 

vehicles, next-generation long-range 

torpedoes, anti-ship and land-attack 

cruise missiles and even submarine-

launched anti-aircraft missiles, 

Richard said.  But the Navy is also 

working on a next-generation 

Virginia-class replacement tentatively 

called SSN(X). 
 

While the Navy has suggested 

previously that the SSN(X) will use 

technologies from late model  

Virginia-class submarines and the 

ORP—such as a permanent magnet 

motor—when asked if the future boat 

might use a titanium hull, Richard 

didn’t rule it out.  “The short answer to 

your question is yes, we are looking 

hard at in terms of concepts for the 

next attack submarine and so 

between operational concepts and 

technologies, we’re trying very hard 

to have nearly limitless thinking in 

terms of what is possible undersea 

while at the same time make sure we 

apply the rigor... to come to an 

analytically solid conclusion.” 
 

Meanwhile, Jabaley said that there is 

nothing to be done about the Navy’s 

current attack submarine shortfall.  

The fleet currently stands at about 53, 

but it will drop below the 48-boat 

requirement—which the Navy admits 

is set too low—down to only 41 by 

2029.   
 

The submarine shortfall can be 

mitigated somewhat by continuing to 

build two attack boats for the 

indefinite future.  But with the current 

budgetary environment, the Navy is 

not likely to ever get the number of 

submarines it needs. 

The Navy will need to increase 

submarine production if it wants to 

make up for the submarine deficit, 

but that will mean that Congress will 

have to increase the service’s 

shipbuilding budget.  
 

“We reach a minimum of about 40 to 

41 in the late ‘20s, early ‘30s before 

we start climbing back up out of 

that,” Jabaley said.  “This is not 

something we can we fix at this 

point—it’s the result of decisions 

made long ago.” 
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RADM Michael E. Jabaley, Program 
Executive Officer, Submarines 

RADM Charles A. Richard, Director, 
Undersea Warfare Division (N97) 
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 The Blueback Base is still seeking a volunteer to fill the position of WAYS & MEANS OFFICER.  This is an Executive Board 

position; for a detailed description of duties and responsibilities, see the Blueback Base Constitution and Bylaws, 

Article IX, Section 7. 

 

 Planning on attending the 2016 USSVI NATIONAL CONVENTION in Reno?  Be sure to visit this link for everything you 

need to know, including the Plan of the Week, Boat Reunion information, convention and host hotel registration 

forms, and lots more! 
 
 

 

 

 

Our friends and shipmates Dennis Solheim and Gary Curtis continue their brave battles against cancer.  Please don’t 

forget to keep both Dennis and Gary in your daily thoughts and prayers. 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Dent • Duncan • Harmon • Lascink • Mailho • Miller •  

Parks • Powell • Tanner • Vick • Vrooman • Webb • 
 

 
 

   
   
 

  

 
  

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG 
(Continued from Page 1) 
 

Whether you were in combat or not, all of us have 

some great tales the crew would love to read 

about.  Serving on a submarine is inherently 

dangerous – even during peacetime – and most of 

us have had some close calls that make for 

interesting stories.  But, your story doesn’t have to 

be about danger or intrigue; it could be something 

funny, embarrassing, ironic or even instructional.  

 

So, if you have a favorite story or yarn you would 

like to tell to your shipmates please commit it to 

paper and send it to Alan for publication.  Please

keep it short and rated “PG.”  You can still tell those 

“other” sea stories over a beer to a selected 

audience.  If not a story, then just write a few lines 

about your time “aboard” or about how those 

years as a submariner have influenced or inspired 

your life. 
 

Fraternally, 

George 
George Hudson 

Base Commander 
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For the Good of the Order 
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CCCOOONNNGGGRRRAAATTTUUULLLAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS,,,   UUUSSSSSSVVVIII   BBBLLLUUUEEEBBBAAACCCKKK   BBBAAASSSEEE   

WWWIIINNNNNNEEERRR,,,   “““BBBEEESSSTTT   AAADDDUUULLLTTT’’’SSS   PPPAAARRRAAADDDEEE   EEENNNTTTRRRYYY”””   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   

222000111666   CCCAAANNNBBBYYY   IIINNNDDDEEEPPPEEENNNDDDEEENNNCCCEEE   DDDAAAYYY   PPPAAARRRAAADDDEEE!!!   



 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
““EEtteerrnnaall  FFaatthheerr,,  ssttrroonngg  ttoo  ssaavvee,,  

WWhhoossee  aarrmm  hhaatthh  bboouunndd  tthhee  rreessttlleessss  wwaavvee,,    

WWhhoo  bbiidddd''sstt  tthhee  mmiigghhttyy  oocceeaann  ddeeeepp  

IIttss  oowwnn  aappppooiinntteedd  lliimmiittss  kkeeeepp;;  

OOhh,,  hheeaarr  uuss  wwhheenn  wwee  ccrryy  ttoo  TThheeee,,  

FFoorr  tthhoossee  iinn  ppeerriill  oonn  tthhee  sseeaa!!””  
  

   

   

““LLoorrdd  GGoodd,,  oouurr  ppoowweerr  eevveerr  mmoorree,,  

WWhhoossee  aarrmm  ddootthh  rreeaacchh  tthhee  oocceeaann  fflloooorr,,    

DDiivvee  wwiitthh  oouurr  mmeenn  bbeenneeaatthh  tthhee  sseeaa;;  

TTrraavveerrssee  tthhee  ddeepptthhss  pprrootteeccttiivveellyy..  

OOhh,,  hheeaarr  uuss  wwhheenn  wwee  pprraayy,,  aanndd  kkeeeepp  

TThheemm  ssaaffee  ffrroomm  ppeerriill  iinn  tthhee  ddeeeepp..””  
   

  

SSaaiilloorr,,  rreesstt  yyoouurr  ooaarr……  
WWee  hhaavvee  tthhee  wwaattcchh..  

  

CCCLLLAAARRREEENNNCCCEEE   DDDAAALLLEEE   SSSCCCOOOTTTTTT      
“““SSScccooottttttyyy”””   

RRRMMM222(((SSSSSS))),,,   UUU...   SSS...   NNNAAAVVVYYY   
   

   

   

   
   

BBBooorrrnnn:::      111222///222666///111999222666   
EEEttteeerrrnnnaaalll   PPPaaatttrrrooolll:::      000777///000999///222000111666   

   


