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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   

We had a great time at this year’s picnic in Clackamette Park.  Tudor Davis and Bob 

Walters received Holland Club Rocker patches, honoring Tudor Davis for being 

submarine qualified for seventy years and Bob Walters for sixty years. 

 

We had a great 

turnout with great 

food which 

included pulled 

pork and fresh 

corn on the cob 

cooked by Ron 

Bell and Ray 

Lough.  Our ladies 

brought their 

favorite side 

dishes which 

would put any 

five-star restaurant 

to shame. 

 

One of the best 

things about our 

annual picnic is 

getting to see 

members who are 

unable to attend regular Thursday night monthly meetings.  This is also true at our 

Christmas party and Submarine Birthday luncheon.  Because of work, distance or  
 

  

(See “Commander’s Log,” Page 9) 

 

 
 

FORWARD BATTERY 

 

BASE COMMANDER 
George Hudson 

503.843.2082 

gdhudson@aol.com 

 

VICE COMMANDER 
Jay Agler 

503.771.1774 

 

SECRETARY 
Bill Long 

503.939.4134 

 

TREASURER 
Mike Worden 

503.708.8714 

 

CHAPLAIN/NOMINATION 

COMMITTEE CHAIR 
Scott Duncan 

503.667.0728 

 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT 
Arlo Gatchel 

503.771.0540 

 

WAYS & MEANS OFFICER 
Vacant 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR/SMALL 

STORES BOSS 
Dave Vrooman 

503.466.0379  
 

PUBLICITY & SOCIAL CHAIR 
Gary Schultz, Jr. 

503.666.6125 

 

BYLAWS CHAIR/PAST BASE 

COMMANDER 
Ray Lough 

360.573.4274 

 

TRUSTEE 
Gary Webb 

503.632.6259 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Alan Brodie 

360.247.6640 

 

HISTORIAN/POC/ALL-

AROUND GOOD GUY 
Bob Walters 

503.284.8693 

Two Old Salts (Tudor Davis, center, and Bob Walters, right) are presented 
Holland Club rockers by Base Commander George Hudson (left) at the annual 

Blueback Base Picnic 

mailto:cdr@ussvinova.org


OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   SSSEEEPPPTTTEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   
 

 

 

USS S-5 (SS-110) 

Class:  S Class 

Launched:  10 Nov 1919 

Commissioned:  6 Mar 1920  

Builder:  Portsmouth Navy Yard,  

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 231’ 0” 

Beam:  21’ 10” 

Lost on 1 September 1920 

No Loss of Life 

 
Following builder's trials, outfitting, and crew training, S-5 

departed Boston Navy Yard on 30 August 1920 to undergo full-

power trials 55 miles (89 km) off the Delaware Capes.  At 1300 

on 1 September, she commenced a dive for a submerged test 

run.  Water unexpectedly entered the submarine through the 

main air induction system, pouring into the control room, 

engine room, torpedo room, and the motor room. 

  

The entire crew was rescued the next day, escaping through a 

small hole cut into the ship’s stern. Amazingly, the ship suffered 

neither any loss of life nor serious injury.  Later that same 

morning, the battleship Ohio secured a towline to the stern of 

S-5 and proceeded to tow her to more shallow water.  The 

towline, however, parted and the submarine bobbed briefly, 

then plunged to the bottom.  

 

A long but ultimately unsuccessful attempt was made to raise 

S-5, and she was finally struck from the Naval Vessel Register in 

1921. 

 

The portion of S-5 's hull plating that was removed to permit her 

crew to escape from the sunken submarine is on permanent 

display in the Navy Memorial Museum at the Navy Yard in 

Washington, D.C. 

 

USS Grayling (SS-209) 

Class:  Tambor Class 

Launched:  29 Nov 1940 

Commissioned:  1 Mar 1941 

Builder:  Portsmouth Navy Yard,  

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 307’ 2”  

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 9 September 1943  

76 Men Lost 

 
Under the command of Lt. Cdr. Robert M. Brinker, Grayling 

began her eighth and last war patrol in July 1943 from 

Fremantle.  Cruising in the Philippines area, Grayling recorded 

her last kill, the passenger-cargo Meizan Maru, on 27 August in 

the Tablas Strait but was not heard from again after 9 

September.  She was scheduled to make a radio report on 12 

September, which she did not, and all attempts to contact her 

failed.  Grayling was officially reported "lost with all hands" on 

30 September 1943.

On 27 August 1943, Japanese ships witnessed a torpedo 

attack, and the next day a surfaced submarine was seen in 

the Tablas Strait area.  Following this sighting, on 9 September 

a surfaced American submarine was seen inside Lingayen 

Gulf.  These sightings correspond with Grayling's orders to 

patrol the approaches to Manila.   

 

No recorded Japanese attacks could have sunk Grayling.  Her 

loss may have been operational or caused by an unrecorded 

attack.  It is generally accepted that Grayling was lost 

between 9 September and 12 September 1943, either in 

Lingayen Gulf or along the approaches to Manila.   

 

Grayling was credited with five major kills totaling 20,575 tons. 

She received six battle stars for her World War II service. 

 
USS Pompano (SS-181) 

Class:  Porpoise Class 

Launched:  11 Mar 1937 

Commissioned:  12 Jun 1937 

Builder:  Mare Island Navy Yard,  

Mare Island, California 

Length: 298’ 0”  

Beam:    25’ 1” 

Lost on 17 September 1943  

77 Men Lost 

 

On August 20, 1943, USS Pompano, commanded by Lt. Cmdr. 

Willis M. Thomas, left Midway Island on her seventh and final 

war patrol.  She was headed for the northeast coast of 

Honshu, where she had been ordered to patrol from August 

29th until sunset on September 27th.  Pompano was never 

heard from again after departing Midway.  She did not return 

to Midway on the scheduled date, nor did she respond to 

numerous radio transmissions.  On October 15, 1943, SubPac 

headquarters reported her as presumed lost in enemy waters.  

 

There was no immediate evidence of any enemy 

antisubmarine attacks during this period in Pompano's 

assigned patrol areas.  SubPac headquarters reckoned she 

may have struck a mine, experienced a fatal operational 

failure, or underwent an unrecorded enemy attack.  All that 

can be said with certainty is that she disappeared sometime 

after she damaged the Japanese cargo ship Nanking Maru on 

September 9, 1943, east of Kuji Bay, at the geographic position 

40° 12′ N, 141° 55′ E.  It is her last known location. 

 

Another possibility is that she was sunk on September 17, 1943, 

by a bomb and depth-charge attack in the sea off Cape 

Shiriyazaki, the northeastern-most point of Honshu, in 

Higashidōri, Aomori Prefecture, by a Japanese seaplane and 

surface vessels.   

 

 

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of September,” Page 3) 
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BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   SSSEEEPPPTTTEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   
(Continued From Page 2) 

 

 

On September 17, at 0735 hours, a Japanese floatplane spotted a 

moving oil slick in the Tsugaru Strait.  As the oil slick grew larger, it 

was concluded that an enemy submarine was probably resting on 

the seabed in an area bearing 318° from and about three miles off 

the Shiriyazaki Lighthouse.  It is generally believed that Pompano 

was the submarine in question and that she had lost motive power.  

Although there is no conclusive proof of what happened to 

Pompano, it is likely that the numerous depth charges dropped 

during the antisubmarine action on September 17, 1943 inflicted 

sufficient catastrophic damage and resulted in her loss. 

 

Pompano was awarded seven battle stars for her service in World 

War II.  

 

USS S-51 (SS-162) 

Class:  S Class  
Launched:  20 Aug 1921 

Commissioned:  24 Jun 1922 

Builder:  Lake Torpedo Boat Co.,  

Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Length: 240’ 0”  

Beam: 21’ 10” 

Lost on 25 September 1925  

33 Men Lost 

 

On the night of 25 September 1925, S-51 was operating on the 

surface near Block Island, Rhode Island with her running lights on.  

The merchant steamer SS City of Rome spotted a single white 

masthead light but was unable to determine its course, speed, or 

intentions.  The ship altered her course away from the unknown light 

to give whatever it might be greater leeway.  Meanwhile, S-51 

spotted the ship's masthead and green sidelights and held her 

course as she was required to do by the Rules of the Road then in 

effect.  

 

Shortly after altering course, City of Rome spotted the submarine's 

red sidelight and realized that the ships were on a collision course.  

She turned and backed her engines, but it was too late.  Twenty-

two minutes after first spotting the submarine's masthead light, the 

steamer rammed her at the position 41° 14′ N, 71° 16′ W.  Only three 

of the 36 men in the submarine were able to abandon ship before 

she sank. 

 

The courts found City of Rome at fault for not reducing her speed 

when in doubt as to the movement of S-51, and for not signaling 

her change of course.  However, both the district court and the 

Circuit Court of Appeals found S-51 at fault for having improper 

lights. 

 

The United States Navy argued that it was not practicable to have 

submarines of this class comply with the letter of the law, and that, 

as a special type of warship, S-51 was under no legal compulsion to 

do so.  The court responded by saying if these statements were 

correct, then submarines "should confine their operation to waters 

not being traversed by other ships."   

 

S-51 was raised on 5 July 1926 by a team led by then-Lieutenant 

Commander (later Rear Admiral) Edward Ellsberg. The entire 

salvage operation was commanded by Captain (later Fleet 

Admiral) Ernest J. King.  S-51 was struck from the Naval Vessel 

Register on 27 January 1930 and sold for scrap to the Borough 

Metal Company of Brooklyn, New York. 

 

USS Cisco (SS-290) 

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  24 Dec 1942 

Commissioned:  10 May 1943 

Builder:  Portsmouth Navy Yard,  

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 28 September 1943  

76 Men Lost 

 

USS Cisco (SS-290), a Balao-class submarine, was commissioned on 

10 May 1943 with Cmdr. James W. Coe in command.  She reported 

to the Pacific Fleet. 

 

Cisco sailed from Panama on 7 August 1943 for Brisbane, Australia, 

arriving on 1 September to assume local patrol duties until 18 

September, when she docked at Darwin.  She put out on her first 

war patrol on 20 September, but never returned.   

 

Japanese records tell of sighting a submarine leaking oil on 28 

September in an area where Cisco is known to have been the only 

submarine then operating.  Japanese records state this submarine 

was sunk by bombs and depth charges.  Cisco is thus presumed to 

have been lost in action on 28 September 1943.  The only survivor 

from the crew was Chief Radioman Howell B. Rice (USN Ret.), who 

was taken sick in Darwin and sent ashore to the Navy hospital prior 

to Cisco's final voyage. 

 

Japanese records state that the submarine was attacked by Type 

97 "Kate" attack bombers of the 954th Naval Air Squadron and the 

riverboat Karatsu, originally the U.S. Navy gunboat USS Luzon (PR-7), 

captured by Japanese forces and put to work against her former 

country. 
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USSVI DUES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September 5 ............................................................................................................................................................................................. Labor Day 

 

September 8 .............................................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

September 11 .................................................................................................................................................................. 9/11 Remembrance Day 

 

September 16 ............................................................................................................................................... National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

 

September 22 .......................................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

September 25 ..................................................................................................................................................................... Gold Star Mother’s Day 

 

October 10 ........................................................................................................................................................................................ Columbus Day 

 

October 13 .................................................................................................................................... 241st Birthday of the United States Navy (1775) 

 

October 13 ....................................................................... Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – Chow this Month) 

 

October 27 ............................................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

October 31 ............................................................................................................................................................................................... Halloween 

 

November 6 .................................................................................................................................................................. Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 

November 8 .......................................................................................................................................................................................... Election Day 

 

November 10 ............................................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

November 11 ...................................................................................................................................................................................... Veterans Day 

 

November 17 ........................................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

November 24 ............................................................................................................................................................................... Thanksgiving Day 
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Annual Membership National Blueback Base 

One-Year Term $25 $15 

Three-Year Term $70 $45 

Five-Year Term $115 $75 

Life Membership National Blueback Base 

Age 45 and Under $500 $300 

Age 46-55 $400 $250 

Age 56-65 $300 $200 

Age 66-75 $200 $150 

Age 76 and older $100 $50 



 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
6 August 2016 

 
1100 Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander George Hudson at Clackamette Park, 

Oregon City for the annual Blueback Base Picnic.  

 

 Invocation:  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Flag Salute:  Base Commander George Hudson 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Base Commander George Hudson 

 

 Introductions 

 

E-Board Meeting/Reports:  There was no E-Board meeting, so there were no formal reports.   

  

Old Business:  Base Commander George Hudson asked if there was any business that needed to 

be addressed immediately or if it could wait until the September Blueback Base meeting to 

allow more time for fellowship and social interaction.  There was no immediate old business.    

 
New Business:   

 

 Vice Commander Jay Agler announced that this year’s Base Christmas party will once again 

be held at the Monarch Hotel and Conference Center in Clackamas, Oregon on Thursday, 8 

December 2016.  Social hour will begin at 1730, followed by dinner beginning promptly at 

1830.   Additional details regarding ticket prices, menu, etc. will be disseminated both via 

email and in the Base newsletter, Venting Sanitary Inboard. 

 

 Commander Hudson presented longevity pins to two of our Shipmates:  Tudor Davis, 

qualified in submarines for 70 years; and Bob Walters, qualified in submarines for 60 years.  

Congratulations to both our Shipmates on achieving these significant milestones! 

 

Benediction:  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

1130 Meeting Adjourned 

 

We had a great turn-out (more than 50 Shipmates, family members and friends!) for the Picnic.  

The barbequed pork was absolutely delicious – thanks and BRAVO ZULU to our Chef 

Extraordinaire, Ron Bell!  Special thanks also go out to Clive Waite for providing the wonderfully 

fresh corn on the cob.  As always, the salads and side dishes were equally spectacular, and the 

desserts were out of this world.  Bottom line:  If you didn’t get enough to eat you have no one to 

blame but yourself!!!   

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 Bill Long 
 William Long 

 Secretary 

 Blueback Base  
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September 2, 1944 - USS Finback (SS-230) rescues 

LTJG George H. W. Bush, USNR, who is shot down 

while attacking Chichi Jima.  During this time, 

LTJG Bush serves with Torpedo Squadron Fifty One 

(VT 51) based on board USS San Jacinto (CVL-30).  

LTJG Bush later becomes the 41st President of the 

United States.  

 

September 7, 1775 - David Bushnell's submarine 

Turtle is used by Sgt. Ezra Lee to attack HMS Eagle 

in New York Harbor.  Lee's efforts to attach a 

"torpedo" to the ship's hull are frustrated by 

copper-sheathing, marine growth, or perhaps 

merely a hard spot in the hull, which prevents the 

drill from boring into the ship bottom and the 

torpedo drifts away. 

  

September 8, 1944 - On a daring night attack, 

USS Spadefish (SS-411) attacks a Japanese 

convoy off Sakishima Gunto and sinks four 

Japanese vessels. 

 

September 9, 1944 - USS Bang (SS-385) attacks a 

Japanese convoy enroute from Tokyo Bay to 

Chichi Jima and sinks transport Tokiwasan Maru 

and freighter Shoryu Maru. 

 

September 10, 1944 - USS Sunfish (SS-281) 

torpedoes and sinks Japanese merchant tanker 

Chihaya Maru east of Quelpart Island. 

 

September 11, 1942 - Pharmacist's Mate First Class 

Wheeler B. Lipes performs a successful 

emergency appendectomy on Seaman 1st Class 

Darrell D. Rector on board USS Seadragon (SS-

194) on patrol in the South China Sea. 

 

September 11, 1944 - USS Albacore (SS-218) 

torpedoes and sinks the Japanese auxiliary 

submarine chaser Cha-165 off Kyushu, Japan, 

while USS Finback (SS-230) sinks Japanese army 

cargo ship Hassho Maru and merchant cargo

ship No. 2, Hakuun Maru, north of Chichi Jima.  

Also on this date, USS Pargo (SS-264) sinks 

Japanese auxiliary netlayer Hinoki Maru in the 

Java Sea. 

 

September 12, 1944 - USS Growler (SS-215) 

torpedoes and sinks the Japanese destroyer 

Shikinami 240 miles south of Hong Kong and 

escort vessel Hirado 250 miles east of Hainan 

Island. 

 

September 15, 1944 - USS Pampanito (SS-383) and 

USS Sealion (SS-315) rescue 73 British and 54 

Australian POWs who survive the loss of Japan-

ese freighter Rakuyo Maru after she is sunk by 

Sealion on September 12 about 300 miles west of 

Cape Bojeador, Luzon.  There are 1,300 men on 

board Rakuyo Maru when she is torpedoed.  

 

September 16, 1944 - USS Barb (SS-220) sinks the 

11,700-ton Japanese tanker Azusa and the 

20,000-ton escort carrier Unyo 200 miles southeast 

of Hong Kong.  Additionally, while off Yokosuka, 

Japan, USS Sea Devil (SS-400) sinks the Japanese 

submarine I-364. 

 

September 16, 1958 - USS Grayback (SSG-574) 

conducts the first operational launch of a Regulus 

II surface-to-surface guided missile while off the 

coast of California. 

 

September 19, 1944 - USS Shad (SS-235) 

torpedoes and sinks Japanese coastal defense 

ship Ioshima (ex-Chinese cruiser Ning Hai) 85 miles 

off Hachij, Jima. 

 

September 19, 1957 - Bathyscaphe Trieste, in a 

dive sponsored by the Office of Naval Research 

in the Mediterranean, reaches a record depth of 

two miles. 

 
(See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 7) 

 

 

 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 6

TTTHHHIIISSS   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   IIINNN                              
SSSIIILLLEEENNNTTT   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   



TTTHHHIIISSS   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   IIINNN   SSSIIILLLEEENNNTTT   

SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   
(Continued from Page 6) 
 

September 21, 1944 - USS Haddo (SS-255) torpedoes and 

sinks the Japanese survey ship Katsuriki off Manila, 

Philippines. 

 

September 22, 1959 - USS Patrick Henry (SSBN-599) is 

launched.  In 1982, her ballistic missile tubes are disabled, 

and she is reclassified as an attack submarine. 

 

September 24, 1943 - USS Cabrilla (SS-288) attacks three 

Japanese ships, a carrier, escort carrier and destroyer, 

northwest of Chichi Jima. 

 

September 25, 1925 - USS S 51 (SS-162) sinks after being 

rammed by SS City of Rome off Block Island, Rhode Island, 

killing 33 of her crew. 

 

September 26, 1944 - USS Pargo (SS-264) sinks the 

Japanese minelayer Aotaka off Borneo.  

 

September 28, 1964 - The first deployment of a Polaris A-3 

 

missile takes place on board USS Daniel Webster (SSBN- 

626) from Charleston, South Carolina. 

 

September 29, 1944 - USS Narwhal (SS-167) evacuates 81 

Allied Prisoners of War from Lanboyan Point, Sindangan 

Bay, Mindanao, Philippines who survived the September 

7th sinking of Japanese POW transport Shinyo Maru. 

 

September 30, 1943 - USS Bowfin (SS-287) delivers supplies 

and evacuates people from Siquijor Island, Philippines and 

sinks Japanese cargo ship Mitake Maru.  Also on this date, 

USS Harder (SS-257) sinks Japanese auxiliary submarine 

chaser No. 3 Shosei Maru, while USS Pogy (SS-266) sinks 

Japanese army transport Maebashi Maru 300 miles east of 

Palau. 

 

September 30, 1944 - USS Nautilus (SS-168) lands 95 tons of 

supplies, 70 drums of gasoline, and four drums of oil at a 

designated spot on Panay, Philippine Islands and embarks 

47 evacuees (seven servicemen, 10 women, five civilian 

males, and 25 children). 

 

September 30, 1954 - The world’s first nuclear powered 

submarine, USS Nautilus (SSN-571) is commissioned at 

Groton, Connecticut.  On August 3, 1958, she becomes 

the first U.S. vessel to transit across the geographic North 

Pole.  

 

  
 

 

 

SSSPPPEEECCC---OOOPPP   TTTRRROOOOOOPPPSSS   AAARRREEE   GGGEEETTTTTTIIINNNGGG   TTTHHHEEEIIIRRR   OOOWWWNNN   MMMIIINNNIII---SSSUUUBBBSSS   
Hope Hodge Seck | Defense Tech | July 27, 2016 

 

The U.S. Special Operations 

Command has inked a $166 

million contract with Lockheed 

Martin to provide dry combat 

submersibles designed to 

transport operators to their mission 

sites underwater. 

 

The surface-launched mini-subs 

will be used in “harsh maritime 

environments by leveraging 

commercial submersible 

technologies and international 

classing safety certification,” 

according to the July 13 contract 

announcement from the Defense 

Department. According to 

Lockheed Martin officials, they 

have longer endurance and can 

operate at greater depths than 

the swimmer delivery vehicles, 

manned flooded submersibles 

that are currently used for these 

special operations missions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dry submersibles will allow 

operators to get closer to their 

destinations and to be more 

effective when they get there, 

the company said. 

 

The subs will be procured in fiscal 

years 2018 and 2019 and 

maintained through fiscal year 

2021 under the contract. 

As many as three DCS vehicles 

will be built over that time period, 

weighing over 30 tons apiece, 

Lockheed Martin said in an 

announcement. 

 

“Our advancements in undersea 

technologies will ensure personnel 

are equipped with technologically 

capable and adaptable systems 

that can easily be refreshed with 

the latest capabilities,” Erika 

Marshall, general manager and 

program director at Lockheed 

Martin’s Palm Beach site, said in 

the release.  

 

“These reliable undersea vehicles 

will protect personnel, ensure that 

they arrive ready to execute their 

mission, and then return them 

safely.” 
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FFFIIIRRRSSSTTT   FFFEEEMMMAAALLLEEE   EEENNNLLLIIISSSTTTEEEDDD   SSSAAAIIILLLOOORRR   QQQUUUAAALLLIIIFFFIIIEEESSS   IIINNN   

SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEESSS,,,   EEEAAARRRNNNSSS   SSSIIILLLVVVEEERRR   DDDOOOLLLPPPHHHIIINNNSSS   
Military.com | August 3, 2016 

 
A chief petty officer has become 

the first woman to earn the Navy’s 

silver dolphins, signaling an enlisted 

sailor who has earned the 

designation “qualified in 

submarines.” 

 

Chief Culinary Specialist  

Dominique Saavedra will  

deploy aboard the nuclear-

powered guided-missile  

submarine Michigan in  

coming months, the first sub- 

marine to deploy with a crew 

including enlisted female  

Sailors. 

 

According to an announce- 

ment from Submarine Group 9 

in Puget Sound, Washington, 

Saavedra received her pin at  

a ceremony on Tuesday,  

August 2nd, marking a major 

milestone for female sailors. 

 

"I couldn't be more proud 

to wear the dolphins," 

Saavedra said in a 

statement.  "To have 

earned the respect of my 

fellow submariners is more 

rewarding than expected.  I am 

honored to serve as a qualified 

member in such a prestigious 

community." 

 

USS Michigan is undergoing a 

maintenance period at Puget 

Sound Naval Shipyard that will 

wrap up this summer.  A 

spokesman for Submarine Group 9, 

Lt. Cmdr. Michael Smith, said a 

specific timeframe for deployment 

has not been made clear. 

 

When the sub deploys, Smith said, 

approximately 20 percent of the 

enlisted crew will be female, or 

about 29 sailors:  two chief petty

 

officers and 27 crew members at 

the rank of petty officer first class 

and below. 

 

The first four female enlisted sailors 

entered submarine school in 

August 2015, crossing one of the 

last major barriers to women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

serving in the Navy.  In all, 38 

enlisted women were selected to 

enter the training pipeline last year. 

 

Officials said that 38 female sailors 

were selected in a second cycle in 

May and are designated for future 

assignment to the cruise missile 

submarine Florida, out of Kings Bay, 

Georgia. Officials have said 

enlisted women will be serving 

aboard Virginia-class nuclear-

powered fast attack submarines by 

2020. 

 

The Navy began integrating 

women into submarine crews in 

2010, beginning with female 

officers.  In 2012, the first four

 

female officers received their gold 

dolphins.  To date, Smith said, more              

than 43 female officers have 

become submarine qualified. 
 

The first submarine deployments   

with women were not without 

incident.  

           

In late 2014 it came to light 

that a male sailor aboard 

the ballistic missile submarine 

Wyoming had filmed female 

officers in the sub's shower 

area and then distributed               

the videos.  Ultimately, a                

dozen sailors were                

investigated in connection               

with the incident, and ten                

received punishments                

ranging from fines to               

demotion and time behind               

bars. 

 

             In 2014, Navy officials said              

enlisted female sailors              

would be assigned to               

submarines that had              

female officers already              

assigned to them so that              

the officers could provide               

mentorship and support in a 

challenging environment. 

 

Officials with Submarine Group 9 

said the Navy would announce a 

third application round for enlisted 

women interested in serving aboard 

submarines in October of this year.    

 

Applicants who are selected in that       

round will eventually serve aboard 

the guided-missile submarine USS 

Ohio which is homeported in 

Bangor, Washington. 
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Chief Culinary Specialist Dominique Saavedra, assigned to                               
USS Michigan, receives her enlisted submarine qualification insignia           

during a ceremony at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard                                           
(U.S. Navy photo/Kenneth G. Takada) 
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The Blueback Base continues to seek a volunteer to fill the position of WAYS & MEANS OFFICER.  This is an Executive 

Board position; for a detailed description of duties and responsibilities, see the Blueback Base Constitution and 

Bylaws, Article IX, Section 7. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Nothing new to report for this month’s Binnacle List.  Please remember to offer thoughts and prayers for the good health 

and well-being of all our friends and Shipmates and their loved ones. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                        
 

                                 

Bell • Glascoe • Lee • Macaluso • Marsden • Nolan • Rusch •  
 

 
 

   
   
 

  

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 
family commitments, many of our members are 

unable to come to our regular meetings, and it is 

always nice to see them at these special meetings. 

 

This brings to mind a good recruitment angle for 

potential members.  I always wear my SubVet hat 

when I go out in public.  Besides the occasional 

citizen’s “thank you for your service,” I sometimes 

meet a former submarine sailor.  My wife teases me, 

saying “You just wear that hat to pick up sailors.”  Real 

funny!  But, there is some truth to that because I wear 

the hat hoping to find submarine sailors to recruit into 

the Blueback Base. 

 

When I do meet a submarine sailor I talk up the 

organization and ask him to come to a meeting.  

Some of these guys say they would like to join, but

can’t make the meetings because of work, distance 

or other commitments.  This is when I point out our 

special meetings like the picnics and the Christmas 

party.  I also tell them about other events they can 

participate in like our Memorial Day ceremony and 

the Veteran’s Day parade.  There is also the USSVI 

National Convention, the American Submariner 

Magazine and the potential for Boat reunions that you 

can use as recruiting tools.  Keep these techniques in 

mind the next time you are trying to “pick up” sailors 

with your hat! 

 

Fraternally, 

George 
George Hudson 

Base Commander 
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 
Blueback Base 

presents its 

2016 Christmas Banquet 
on 

Thursday, 8 December 2016 
at the 

Monarch Hotel and Conference 
Center, Clackamas, Oregon 

 

Social Hour begins at 1700 

Dinner will be served promptly at 1800 

to be followed by glad tidings and 

holiday cheer until 2300 
 

 
NOTE: 

 

Additional information regarding this year’s menu,  

ticket prices, etc. will be forthcoming soon; 

keep an eye on your e-mail, along with future editions of 

Venting Sanitary Inboard  for more details! 

 
The Monarch Hotel and Conference Center will 

once again offer preferred room rates; 

simply mention “USSVI Blueback Base” 

when calling for reservations. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
““EEtteerrnnaall  FFaatthheerr,,  ssttrroonngg  ttoo  ssaavvee,,  

WWhhoossee  aarrmm  hhaatthh  bboouunndd  tthhee  rreessttlleessss  wwaavvee,,    

WWhhoo  bbiidddd''sstt  tthhee  mmiigghhttyy  oocceeaann  ddeeeepp  

IIttss  oowwnn  aappppooiinntteedd  lliimmiittss  kkeeeepp;;  

OOhh,,  hheeaarr  uuss  wwhheenn  wwee  ccrryy  ttoo  TThheeee,,  

FFoorr  tthhoossee  iinn  ppeerriill  oonn  tthhee  sseeaa!!””  
  

   

   

““LLoorrdd  GGoodd,,  oouurr  ppoowweerr  eevveerr  mmoorree,,  

WWhhoossee  aarrmm  ddootthh  rreeaacchh  tthhee  oocceeaann  fflloooorr,,    

DDiivvee  wwiitthh  oouurr  mmeenn  bbeenneeaatthh  tthhee  sseeaa;;  

TTrraavveerrssee  tthhee  ddeepptthhss  pprrootteeccttiivveellyy..  

OOhh,,  hheeaarr  uuss  wwhheenn  wwee  pprraayy,,  aanndd  kkeeeepp  

TThheemm  ssaaffee  ffrroomm  ppeerriill  iinn  tthhee  ddeeeepp..””  
   

  

SSaaiilloorr,,  rreesstt  yyoouurr  ooaarr……  
WWee  hhaavvee  tthhee  wwaattcchh..  

  

DDDEEENNNNNNIIISSS   LLL...   SSSOOOLLLHHHEEEIIIMMM   
RRRMMMCCCSSS(((SSSSSS///DDDVVV))),,,   UUU...   SSS...   NNNAAAVVVYYY   

   

BBBooorrrnnn:::      000111///000999///111999444222   
EEEttteeerrrnnnaaalll   PPPaaatttrrrooolll:::      000888///222777///222000111666   
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