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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   

BLUEBACK BASE CHRISTMAS PARTY – DECEMBER 8, 2016 
 

Meal Tickets: 
 

Vice Commander Jay Agler will be selling meal tickets which you can order by mail or by 
contacting Jay via telephone.  The price of a ticket is $22.00 per person.  Meal tickets will also 
be available at the door, but please try to order your tickets ahead of time to make it easier 
for both the chef and for Jay. 
 

Silent Auction: 
 

Our Treasurer Mike Worden and his wife Celeste will be handling our Silent Auction this year.  
Mike will have donation forms at the party.  Please bring any Navy, submarine or other items 
that you wish to donate for the auction.  This event has always been a great fundraiser for 
the Blueback Base. 
 

BLUEBACK BASE CHAPLAIN DUTIES 
 

I met with our Chaplain, Scott Duncan after the November meeting regarding his duties as 
Chaplain.  Scott would like to be more involved in visiting our members who are ill and 
attending to some of their needs.  If you know of a member or a member’s wife who is on 
the Binnacle List, please notify Scott or the Base Commander. 
 
Scott also wants to be more involved with Eternal Patrol notices and funerals.  This is a  
very important duty of our Chaplain and in the past Scott hasn’t always gotten the word 
when he should have.  Please notify Scott as soon as possible when one of our members 
passes so he can contact the family. 
 

(See “Commander’s Log,” Page 10) 

 

 

 

 

FORWARD BATTERY 
 

BASE COMMANDER 

George Hudson 

503.843.2082 

gdhudson@aol.com 

 

VICE COMMANDER 

Jay Agler 

503.771.1774 

 
SECRETARY 

Bill Long 

503.939.4134 
 

TREASURER 

Mike Worden 

503.708.8714 
 

CHAPLAIN/NOMINATION 

COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Scott Duncan 

503.667.0728 

 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT 

Arlo Gatchel 

503.771.0540 
 

WAYS & MEANS OFFICER 

Vacant 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR/SMALL 

STORES BOSS 

Dave Vrooman 

503.466.0379  
 
 

BYLAWS CHAIR/PAST BASE 

COMMANDER 

Ray Lough 

360.573.4274 

 

TRUSTEE 

Gary Webb 

503.632.6259 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Alan Brodie 

360.369.6400 
 

HISTORIAN/POC/ALL-AROUND 

GOOD GUY 

Bob Walters 

503.284.8693 

mailto:cdr@ussvinova.org


OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   DDDEEECCCEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   
 

 

USS Capelin (SS-289)  

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  20 Jan 1943 

Commissioned:  4 Jun 1943  

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 2 December 1943 

76 Men Lost 

 
Following her first war patrol, Capelin returned to Darwin, Australia 

with a defective conning tower hatch mechanism, excessively 

noisy bow planes, and a defective radar tube.  With these flaws 

corrected, Capelin put out on her second war patrol on 17 

November 1943 in the Molucca Sea and Celebes Sea.  She was to 

leave her area at dark on 6 December. 

 

Bonefish (SS-223) reported having seen an American submarine on 

2 December 1943 in the area assigned to Capelin at that time.  

The unknown sub quickly dove, probably after sighting Bonefish.  

Bonefish sent a message via sonar giving Commander Marshall's 

nickname, “Steam.”  The sub returned an acknowledgement, but 

following this, Capelin was never heard from again.  The Navy 

broke radio silence on 9 December, but without success. 

 

Japanese records studied after the war listed an attack by the 

minelayer Wakataka on a supposed U.S. submarine off Kaoe Bay, 

Halmahera, with the Japanese ship noting the attack produced 

oily black water columns that contained wood and cork splinters 

and later a raft was found.  This is the only reported attack in the 

appropriate area at that time.  Also, Japanese minefields are now 

known to have been placed in various positions along the north 

coast of Sulawesi (Celebes) in Capelin's area, and she may have 

been lost because of a mine explosion.  Gone without a trace with 

all her crew, Capelin remains in the list of ships lost without a known 

cause. 

 

Capelin received one battle star for World War II service.  She is 

credited with having sunk 3,127 tons of shipping on her single war 

patrol.  

 

USS Sealion (SS-195) 

Class:  Sargo Class 

Launched:  25 May 1939 

Commissioned:  27 Nov 1939 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 310’ 6”  

Beam: 26’ 10” 

Lost on 10 December 1941  

5 Men Lost 

 

Following shakedown, Sealion, assigned to Submarine Division 17 

(SubDiv 17), prepared for overseas deployment.  In the spring of 

1940 she sailed with her division for the Philippine Islands, arriving at 

Cavite in the fall to commence operations as a unit of the Asiatic 

Fleet. 

Into October 1941 she ranged from Luzon into the Sulu 

Archipelago; then, with her sister ship Seadragon, another 

submarine in SubDiv 202, she prepared for a regular overhaul at 

the Cavite Navy Yard.  

 

By 8 December, her yard period had begun; two days later, she 

took two direct hits in the Japanese air raid which demolished the 

Navy Yard. 

 

The first bomb struck the after end of her conning tower and 

exploded outside the hull, over the control room.  The second 

smashed through a main ballast tank and the pressure hull to 

explode in the after engine room, killing the four men then working 

there.  In addition, one crewman died while a POW. 

 

Sealion flooded immediately and settled down by the stern with 

40% of her main deck underwater and a 15-degree list to 

starboard.  The destruction of the Navy Yard made repairs 

impossible, and she was ordered destroyed.  All salvageable 

equipment was taken off, depth charges were placed inside, and 

on 25 December, the explosives were set off to prevent her from 

being made useful to the enemy. 

 

USS F-1 (SS-20) 

Class:  F Class 

Launched:  6 Sep 1911 

Commissioned:  19 Jun 1912 

Builder:  Union Iron Works,  

San Francisco, California 

Length: 142’ 7”  

Beam:    15’ 5” 

Lost on 17 December 1917  

19 Men Lost 

 

 

Assigned to the First Submarine Group, Pacific Torpedo Flotilla, F-1 

operated in the San Francisco, California area on trials and tests 

through 11 January 1913, when she joined the flotilla for training at 

sea between San Diego, California and San Pedro, California, then 

in San Diego Harbor. 

 

In late 1912, the boat — which then held the world's deep diving 

record, descending to 283 ft. (86 m) — slipped her mooring at Port 

Watsonville in Monterey Bay, California and grounded on a nearby 

beach.  While most of the crew of 17 safely evacuated, two men 

died in the incident. 

 

F-1 was in ordinary service from 15 March 1916 – 13 June 1917. 

When she returned to full commission, she served with the Patrol 

Force, Pacific, making surface and submerged runs to continue 

her part in the development of submarine tactics.  Her base during 

this time was San Pedro, California.  On 17 December 1917, while 

maneuvering in exercises off Point Loma, San Diego, California, F-1 

and F-3 collided.  F-1 sank in a mere ten seconds, her port side torn 

forward of the engine room.  Nineteen of her men were lost; the 

remaining five were rescued by the submarines with which she 

was operating. 

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of December,” Page 3) 
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(Continued From Page 2) 

 

 

USS S-4 (SS-109) 

Class:  S Class 

Launched:  27 Aug 1919 

Commissioned:  19 Nov 1919 

Builder:  Portsmouth Navy Yard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 231’ 0”  

Beam:  21’ 10” 

Lost on 17 December 1927  

40 Men Lost 

 

 

S-4 returned from overseas to be homeported at Mare Island in 

1925, operating along the West Coast through 1926, mainly at San 

Francisco, San Pedro, and San Diego.  She departed Mare Island 

on 10 February 1927 and sailed to the Panama Canal Zone, where 

she operated through March-April, then proceeded to New 

London, Connecticut, arriving on 3 May.  For the remainder of the 

year, she operated off the New England coast. 

 

On 17 December 1927, while surfacing from a submerged run over 

the measured-mile off Cape Cod near Provincetown, 

Massachusetts, she was accidentally rammed and sunk by the 

Coast Guard destroyer Paulding.   

  

Paulding stopped and lowered life boats, but found only a small 

amount of oil and air bubbles.  Rescue and salvage operations 

were commenced, only to be thwarted by severe weather.  

Heroic efforts were made to rescue six known survivors trapped in 

the forward torpedo room, who had exchanged a series of signals 

with divers, by tapping on the hull.  As the trapped men used the 

last of the available oxygen in the sub, a diver placed his 

helmeted ear to the side of the vessel and received this morse-

coded message:  “Is … there … any … hope?”  

 

Sadly, there was no reason for hope and despite the gallant efforts 

of the rescue team, all 40 men aboard were lost. 

 

During the course of the rescue operation and at the risk of his 

own life, Chief Gunner's Mate Thomas Eadie rescued a fellow 

diver, Fred George Michels, who became entangled while 

attempting to attach an air hose to the S-4. For his heroism Eadie 

was awarded the Medal of Honor. 

 

S-4 was finally raised on 17 March 1928 by a salvage effort 

commanded by Captain Ernest J. King.  Several of the salvage 

divers, including Eadie and Frank W. Crilley, were awarded the 

Navy Cross for their actions during the operation.  The submarine 

was towed to the Boston Navy Yard for dry-docking and was 

decommissioned on 19 March 1928. 
 

 

S-4 was recommissioned on 16 October 1928, after repairs and 

conversion to a test vessel for submarine rescue experimentation. 

She served at Key West, Florida early in 1929-1930, and in the 

northeast during the remainder of those years.  In 1931, she 

operated again at New London until departing there on 3 January 

1932 for Pearl Harbor.  Sailing via the Panama Canal, she arrived 

at Pearl Harbor on 29 August.   

 

On 7 April 1933, S-4 was decommissioned and laid up.  She was 

stricken from the Naval Register on 15 January 1936 and destroyed 

on 15 May 1936 by sinking. 
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December 7 ........................................................................................................................................................ Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

 

December 8 ..................................................................... Base Meeting/Christmas Dinner (1700 at the Monarch Hotel, Clackamas, Oregon) 

 

December 17 ............................................................................................................................................. National Wreaths Across America Day 

 

December 22 ........................................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

December 25 ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Christmas Day 

 

January 1 ........................................................................................................................................................................................ New Year’s Day 

 

January 12 ................................................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

January 16 ..................................................................................................................................................................... Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

January 20 .................................................................................................................................................................................... Inauguration Day 

 

January 26 ............................................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

February 2 ....................................................................................................................................................................................... Groundhog Day 

 

February 9 ........................................................................ Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – Chow this Month) 

 

February 14 ...................................................................................................................................................................................... Valentine’s Day 

 

February 20 ....................................................................................................................................................................................... Presidents Day 

 

February 23 .............................................................................................. Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 
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USSVI Blueback Base 
 

2016 Christmas Party 
Thursday, 8 December 2016 

at the 

Monarch Hotel and Conference Center 
 

Social Hour begins at 1700 
Dinner served promptly at 1800 

Dinner followed by glad tidings and holiday cheer until 2300 
 

Tickets are still available for $22.00 per person 
Purchase tickets by sending 

a check or money order (no cash, please!) to 
 

USSVI Blueback Base 
P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR    97015-1887 



 

BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
10 November 2016 

 
1740 E-Board Meeting called to order by Commander George Hudson.  Members present:  Secretary Bill 

Long, Past Base Commander Ray Lough, Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel, Treasurer Mike Worden, 

and Trustee Gary Webb.  Bills were presented and ordered to be paid.  Discussed the sound level 

when the band is playing during our General Meetings.  Discussed attending the christening of USS 

Oregon (SSN-793) at General Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton, CT in 2019.  A motion was made to 

appoint Arlo Gatchel and Dave Vrooman to head a fact-finding committee for attending the 

christening.  The motion was seconded and passed.  Discussed the location of the Submarine 

Birthday Luncheon.  A motion was made to recommend Heidi’s of Gresham to the general 

membership for a vote.  The motion was seconded and passed.  Discussed the Fred Myer reward 

card program and the benefits to the Base.  A motion was made to appoint Dave Vrooman as 

contact person for the Fred Myer reward card program. The motion was seconded and passed.  

Discussed the possibility of using a credit/debit card reader for the purchase of store items and 

paying base dues.  It was decided that doing so is not feasible now.  Meeting adjourned at 1816. 

 
1900 Blueback Base Meeting called to order by Commander George Hudson. 

 

 Invocation:  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Flag Salute:  Commander George Hudson 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Commander George Hudson 

 

 Introductions 

 

Secretary’s Report:  Base Secretary Bill Long 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Mike Worden  

 

Base Commander’s Report:  Members were reminded to cast their votes for the new Base 

Commander and Base Secretary if they have not already done so.   Collie Collins provided 

information to the membership about Heidi’s of Gresham.  A motion was made to hold the 2017 

Submarine Birthday Luncheon at Heidi’s on Saturday, April 15, 2017.  The motion was seconded and 

passed.   Dave Vrooman is still working to get all Base members’ profile pictures on the USSVI web 

site up to date.  Let Dave know if your photo needs to be updated.  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

and Dave Vrooman have been appointed to head a fact-finding committee for attending the USS 

Oregon christening ceremony in 2019.  Welcome Aboard to new Blueback Base member Jack 

Rofinot who qualified on USS Trout (SS-566) in 1958.   

 

Old Business:  

 

 Vice Commander Jay Agler announced that tickets are still on sale for this year’s Blueback 

Base Christmas party.  The price is $22.00 per ticket; members must specify their entree 

preference at time of purchase (prime rib, fish, chicken or vegetarian). The deadline to 

purchase tickets is December 1st.   

 

 Past Base Commander Ray Lough gave a debrief of the Fort Vancouver Lough Legacy 

Veterans Day parade.  It was wet, but otherwise it was very successful.  He mentioned that 

we will need to organize a working party next spring or summer to take care of some minor 

repair and cosmetic issues on the float and the trailer.   
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 

  Old Business (Continued): 

 

 Election Committee Chair Ray Lough reminded members who have not cast their votes for 

Base Commander and Base Secretary to do so at the break.  The results of the election will 

be promulgated at the end of tonight’s meeting.  Newly elected Officers will be sworn in at 

the December Base meeting/Christmas party.        

 

50/50 Break 

  

New Business:   

 

 Vice Commander Jay Agler announced that the VFW Hall will offer free soup and 

sandwiches for all veterans on Veterans Day beginning at 1300. 

 

 Quartermaster for the VFW Hall Dave Dunbar will be joining us to discuss the noise level due 

to the band playing during our meetings and the lease of the hall for holding our meetings. 

 

 Treasurer Mike Worden announced he has received a lot of great items for this year’s silent 

auction.  If anyone still has items to donate for the silent auction, bring them to the 

Christmas party and Mike will give you the necessary paperwork to fill out.       

 

For the Good of the Order:   

 

 VFW Quartermaster Dave Dunbar Talked with the membership about their efforts to control 

the noise level of the band during our meetings.  The band has been asked to play acoustic 

music only during our meeting times.  The issue of a lease agreement between the VFW and 

the Blueback Base was discussed.  Currently there is no written lease agreement.  The VFW 

does not wish to charge the Blueback Base for the use of the facility or the storeroom as 

they do not charge any other veterans organizations; however, donations to the VFW 

would be accepted if offered.  It was mutually agreed that no written agreement between 

the VFW Hall and the Base is needed at this time.  Thanks were extended to VFW Post 4248 

for their generosity in letting us hold our monthly meetings at the Hall.   

 

 Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel shared his experience at his boat’s reunion in Groton, CT as 

well as his attendance at the Naval Submarine School graduation ceremony. 

 

 Election Committee Chair Ray Lough announced the 2017-2019 elections results.  New 

Blueback Base Commander will be Bill Long; new Base Secretary will be Alan Brodie.   

 

Benediction:  Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

  Meeting Adjourned at 2013 

 

Sailing List:  Aban; Agler; Bell; Brodie; Calen; Collins; Daniels; Darkes; Davis; Dilley; Duncan; Gatchel; 

Hudson; Jackson; Long; Lough; Musa, B.; Musa, S.; Rofinot; Sumner; Thornhill; Thrall; Tzevelekos; 

Vrooman; Walters; Webb; Worden 

  

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

Bill Long 
William Long 

Secretary 

  Blueback Base 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 6
   



TTTHHHIIISSS   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   IIINNN                              
SSSIIILLLEEENNNTTT   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1, 1943 - USS Bonefish (SS 223) sinks 

Japanese transport Nichiryo Maru in the Celebes Sea 

while USS Pargo (SS 264) sinks the Japanese transport 

Shoko Maru north of Ulithi.  Also on this date, USS Peto 

(SS 265) sinks Japanese transport Konei Maru.  

 

December 2, 1944 - USS Sea Devil (SS 400) attacks a 

Japanese convoy in the East China Sea and sinks 

merchant tanker Akigawa Maru and passenger-cargo 

ship Hawaii Maru, while USS Gunnel (SS 253) evacuates 

11 rescued aviators from Palawan, Philippines and turns 

over all available stores to Filipino forces ashore. 

 

December 3, 1943 - USS Tinosa (SS 283) sinks the Palau-

bound Japanese fleet tanker Azuma Maru northwest 

of Sonsorol. 

 

December 4, 1944 - USS Flasher (SS 249) sinks Japanese 

destroyer Kishinami and damages a merchant ship in 

the South China Sea.  Flasher is the only U.S. submarine 

to sink more than 100,000 tons of enemy shipping in 

World War II. 

 

December 5, 1943 - USS Narwhal (SS 167) embarks nine 

evacuees at Alubijid, Mascalar Bay and then sinks 

Japanese cargo ship Himeno Maru off Camiguin 

Island. 

 

December 5, 1944 - USS Hake (SS 256) evacuates 

downed aviators and turns over all supplies that can 

be spared to Filippino guerilla forces ashore at 

Libertad, Panay, Philippines. 

 

December 8, 1943 - USS Sawfish (SS 276) sinks Japanese 

transport Sansei Maru southeast of Chi Chi Jima.  

 

December 9, 1941 - USS Swordfish (SS 193) makes the 

initial U.S. submarine attack on a Japanese ship, 

torpedoing a ship 150 miles west of Manila.  Her claim 

of sinking, though, is not confirmed in enemy records. 
 

December 10, 1982 - The nuclear powered USS Ohio 

(SSBN 726), first Trident-class submarine, returns from its 

first deterrent patrol. 

 

December 11, 1944 - USS Gar (SS 206) lands 35 tons of 

supplies at Darigayos Inlet on the west coast of Luzon, 

then makes a pick-up of highly classified intelligence 

documents.  Also on this date, USS Sea Owl (SS 405) 

sinks Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Cha 76 in 

the East China Sea.  

 

December 13, 1943 - USS Sailfish (SS 192) sinks the 

Japanese cargo ship Totai Maru east of Tokara Strait. 

 

December 15, 1944 - USS Hawkbill (SS 366) sinks the 

Japanese destroyer Momo west of Luzon. 

 

December 16, 1944 - USS Swordfish (SS 193) attacks a 

Japanese convoy south of Hainan Island and sinks 

Japanese army transport Atsutasan Maru. 

 

December 17, 1917 - While underway off Point Loma, 

California, USS F-1 collides with her sister submarine, 

USS F-3. With her hull torn open amidships, she rapidly 

sinks and loses 19 crewmen. 

 

December 17, 1942 - USS Grouper (SS 214) sinks the 

Japanese army passenger cargo ship Bandoeng Maru 

about 15 miles northwest of Cape Henpan, Buka 

Island, Solomons and survives the counterattack by 

submarine chaser Ch 29. 

 

December 18, 1943 - USS Aspro (SS 309) attacks a 

Japanese convoy in Sakishima Gunto, damaging fleet 

tankers Sarawak Maru and Tenei Maru, and escapes 

counter attacks by destroyer Shoikaze.  Meanwhile, 

USS Grayback (SS 208) sinks Japanese freighter 

Gyokurei Maru east-northeast of Naha, Okinawa and 

escapes counter attacks by destroyer Kumakaze. 

 

December 19, 1943 - USS Grayback (SS 208) sinks the 

Japanese destroyer Numakaze, which attacked 

Grayback the previous day, 50 miles east-northeast of 

Naha, Okinawa. 

 

 

 

(See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 8) 
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TTTHHHIIISSS   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   IIINNN   SSSIIILLLEEENNNTTT   

SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   
(Continued from Page 7) 
 
 

December 19, 1944 - USS Redfish (SS 395) sinks the 

Japanese carrier Unryu 200 nautical miles southeast of 

Shanghai, China.  In the course of this engagement, 

Redfish is damaged and terminates her patrol early. 

 

December 21, 1942 - USS Seadragon (SS 194) sinks 

Japanese submarine I-4 between New Britain and New 

Ireland while I-4 is engaged in a resupply mission to 

Guadalcanal. 

 

December 22, 1942 - On board USS Silversides (SS 236), 

Pharmacist's Mate First Class Thomas A. Moore performs 

an emergency appendectomy on Fireman Third Class 

George M. Platter while the submarine is submerged 

and on war patrol in the Solomon Islands.  Platter 

returned to duty within a few days of the operation. 

 

December 23, 1944 - USS Blenny (SS 324), despite an 

escort vessel close by, sinks the Japanese merchant 

tanker Kenzui Maru off San Fernando, Luzon, Philippines. 

 

December 25, 1944 - USS Barbero (SS 317) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks transport Junpo Maru.  The 

previous day, while attacking the same convoy, 

Barbero sinks Japanese submarine chaser Cha 30. 

 

December 27, 1943 - USS Flying Fish (SS 229) sinks the 

Japanese fleet tanker Kyuei Maru in the South China 

Sea west of Luzon Strait.  Also on this date, USS Ray  

(SS 271) sinks the Japanese fleet tanker Kyoko Maru  

(ex-Dutch Semiramis) west of the Celebes.

 

December 28, 1944 - USS Dace (SS 247) attacks a 

Japanese convoy off Cape Varella, French Indochina 

and sinks supply ship Nozaki and damages Chefoo 

Maru. 
 

December 29, 1943 - USS Silversides (SS-236) sinks the 

Japanese transport Tenposan Maru, the army cargo 

ship Shichisei Maru, and the freighter Ryuto Maru while 

also damaging the army cargo ship Bichu Maru off 

Palau. 

 

December 30, 1943 - USS Bluefish (SS 222) sinks 

Japanese oiler Ichiyu Maru in the Java Sea. 

 

December 30, 1944 - USS Razorback (SS 394) attacks a 

Japanese convoy going from Manila to Takao about 60 

miles southeast of Formosa and sinks the destroyer 

Kuretake in the Bashi Channel.  The Japanese cargo 

ships Brazil Maru and Oi Maru are also damaged during 

this attack. 

 

December 30, 1945 - USS Greenling (SS 213) attacks a 

Japanese convoy 180 miles northeast of Manus, 

Admiralty Islands and sinks Army cargo ship Hiteru Maru 

and damages cargo ship Ryufuku Maru while USS 

Thresher (SS 196) sinks the Japanese freighter Hachian 

Maru west of Mata Siri Island, off the southern tip of 

Borneo. 

 

December 30, 1959 - The first fleet ballistic missile 

submarine, USS George Washington (SSBN-598), is 

commissioned. 

 

December 31, 1943 - USS Greenling (SS 213) sinks 
Japanese transport Shoho Maru southeast of Ponape 

and evades counterattacks by submarine chaser Cha 

30. 
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TTTRRRUUUMMMPPP   WWWAAANNNTTTSSS   333555000---SSSHHHIIIPPP   NNNAAAVVVYYY,,,   BBBUUUTTT   HHHOOOWWW   AAANNNDDD   WWWHHHYYY???   
Erik Slavin|Stars & Stripes|November 16, 2016 

 

There could be a lot more ships in the 

Navy’s future, though it remains 

unclear where the money will come 

from and exactly how those ships 

might be used. 

 

President-elect Donald Trump 

pledged to boost the fleet to 350 

ships, a proposal advocated by an 

outgoing Virginia congressman 

reportedly being considered as the 

next Navy secretary. 

 

“My plan will build the 350 ship Navy 

we need,” Trump said in an Oct. 21 

speech, according to his campaign 

website. “This will be the largest effort 

at rebuilding our military since Ronald 

Reagan, and it will require a truly 

national effort.” 

 

The speech provided no additional 

details.  However, U.S. Naval Institute 

News reported that a source close to 

Trump attributed the idea to Rep. 

Randy Forbes, whose southeast 

Virginia district is part of the Navy’s 

East Coast hub. 

 

The Navy’s 272-ship deployable fleet 

is operating under a 30-year 

shipbuilding plan that would bring it 

up to 308 ships. 

 

However, just getting the service up 

to 308 would require $4.5 billion more 

in annual shipbuilding spending than 

planned, according to the 

nonpartisan Congressional Budget 

Office. 

 

Getting to 350 would cost about $4 

billion more annually on top of that, 

according to a Nov. 9 Congressional 

Research Service report.  That doesn’t 

include several billion dollars more in 

maintenance, staffing, weapons 

acquisition and long-term costs. 

 

The large increase in shipbuilding 

would be paralleled by spending 

increases in other areas, if Congress 

agrees to Trump’s campaign 

pledges. 

 

Trump called for increasing the 

active-duty Army to 60,000 soldiers 

and the Marines by 20,000 service 

members, Trump supporter Sen. Jeff 

Sessions, R-Ala., told Defense News 

last month. 

 

To spend more on shipbuilding and 

personnel, Congress would likely have 

to repeal or alter a law that subjects 

spending above budget caps to 

across-the-board cuts known as 

sequestration. 

 

“Well, it would be a need for a 

spending increase, there is just no 

doubt about it,” Sessions said. “And it 

is painful for me as a budget person 

to acknowledge that we can’t stay 

at a sequester-like level.  We are just 

not going to be able to do that.” 

 

MAKEUP OF THE FLEET 

 

There are several notional plans for 

what a 350-ship plan would look like, 

most of which converge in key areas. 

 

As Cold War-era submarines retire, 

the fast-attack fleet is projected to 

decrease 25 percent by 2029. 

Multiple 350-ship plans call for 12 

additional fast-attack submarines, 

which cost about $2 billion each. 

The Navy is dependent on two 

shipyards to build its submarines.  

Those same contractors will also likely 

be working on 12 replacements for 

the nuclear ballistic-missile sub fleet, 

which begins retiring in 2027. 

 

“Going from building two Virginia 

Class submarines per year to four 

would not be as simple as adding 

more money to the ship construction 

account,” Jerry Hendrix, senior fellow 

at the Center for a New American 

Security, wrote this month in support 

of the 350-ship Navy.  “Welders 

certified to work on nuclear-powered 

vessels take a year or more to train 

and certify, and the companies 

involved cannot cut corners for fear 

of damaging their reputations and 

stock prices.” 

 

A 350-ship plan could build 16 more 

ships in the cruiser/destroyer classes, 

which would more than double

current building plans. 

 

The Navy previously tried to retire 

some of its older, Ticonderoga-class 

missile cruisers but met opposition in 

the House’s subcommittee on 

Seapower, which was chaired by 

Forbes. 

 

“This administration has tried to take 

out 11 of our cruisers,” Forbes said last 

month, while talking along with 

Sessions to Defense News. “You have 

to have those multiple cruisers or 

destroyers to do that 360-degree 

flight.  It makes good sense to us to 

continue to modernize our cruisers.” 

 

A future frigate planned as a heavier 

version of the littoral combat ship 

could also see greater procurement, 

according to some scenarios. 

 

In all, a Congressional Research 

Service theoretical 350-ship plan 

estimates that the Navy would need 

45-58 more ships built on top of the 41 

it is planning to have built. 

 

USING THE SHIPS 

 

If Congress and the administration 

can free up funding and the industrial 

base can build them all, the question 

remains: what will the additional ships 

be doing? 

 

The easiest part of that answer is 

reducing stress on the available ships 

and their crews. 

 

The Navy had 58 percent of its 272 

ships underway as of Nov. 10. The rest 

are in maintenance or preparing for 

a deployment. 

 

The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, 

combined with commitments in Asia 

and other priorities, have lengthened 

ship deployments to eight to 11 

months in multiple cases.  This in turn 

has stretched the Navy’s 

maintenance budget and kept 

families apart far longer than the 

Navy wants. 

 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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TTTRRRUUUMMMPPP   WWWAAANNNTTTSSS   333555000---SSSHHHIIIPPP   NNNAAAVVVYYY  

(Continued from Page 9) 

 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 

John Richardson has stated a goal of 

reducing average deployments to 

seven months by the end of this year. 

 

The more difficult part to foresee is 

what U.S. security needs will be for 

the next few decades.  For now, the 

Navy remains far ahead of any other 

nation’s navy on a global scale. 

 

However, most potential adversaries 

only need to win a conflict 

regionally.  Asia-Pacific analysts point 

to China’s growing navy and 

assertive territorial claims in conflict 

with U.S. allies. 

 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its 

naval posturing have raised 

concerns, though Trump’s overtures 

toward Moscow may change the 

strategic balance in the shorter term. 

 

Meanwhile, stationing more ships in 

Italy or Greece, should those 

countries allow it, could give the U.S. 

a larger base of operations for 

Middle East contingencies. 

 

The Congressional Research Service 

report on bigger fleets suggested 

that “a key potential reason for 

increasing the planned size of the 

Navy… would be to re-establish a  

 

larger U.S. Navy forward-deployed 

presence in the European theater, 

and particularly the Mediterranean.” 

 

If Forbes’ point of view gains sway 

with Trump, the argument may simply 

come down to letting the world 

know that the U.S. isn’t going 

anywhere. 

 

“Presence, the importance of being 

there, often with very basic, low-end 

ships that are backed up by the 

threat of high-end ships, is often 

enough to uphold American 

interests,” he said. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

NEW BLUEBACK BASE OFFICERS 
 
Bill Long has been elected our new Base Commander for the 2017-2018 term, and Alan Brodie has been elected to serve the 
remainder of Bill’s term as Base Secretary.  Congratulations to both Bill and Alan! 
 
I have really enjoyed serving as your Base Commander for the past two years and I look forward to assisting Bill in my new 
role as Past Base Commander. 
 
Fraternally,  

George 
George Hudson 
Base Commander 
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BINNACLE LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USSVI DUES 
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 WELCOME ABOARD to new Blueback Base member Jack Rofinot, who qualified on USS Trout (SS-556) in 1958. 

 

 The Blueback Base is seeking a volunteer to fill the position of WAYS & MEANS OFFICER.  This is an Executive Board 

position; for a detailed description of duties and responsibilities, see the Blueback Base Constitution and Bylaws, 

Article IX, Section 7. 

There are no additions to the Binnacle List this month; however, all hands are reminded to send along their thoughts, 

prayers, and best wishes for the good health and well-being of all our Shipmates, friends, and loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         
                                 

 

 
 

Agler • Cronin • Edwards • Field • Fitzgerald • Graham • Jackson • McComiskey •  
McLaughlin • Pence • Sipes • Stafford • Thrall • Tow •  Walters • Weston • 
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Annual Membership National Blueback Base 

One-Year Term $25 $15 

Three-Year Term $70 $45 

Five-Year Term $115 $75 

Life Membership National Blueback Base 

Age 45 and Under $500 $300 

Age 46-55 $400 $250 

Age 56-65 $300 $200 

Age 66-75 $200 $150 

Age 76 and older $100 $50 

For the Good of the Order 

http://www.bluebackbase.org/Manuals.htm


IN MEMORIAM 
 

RICHARD WAYNNE BURGESS 

MARCH 27, 1932 – NOVEMBER 19, 2016 
 

Blueback Base member Richard W. “Dick” Burgess departed on eternal patrol on 
November 19, 2016.   

 
Dick joined the Navy in 1952, serving on the submarine USS Stickleback (SS-415).   
He earned the designation “Qualified in Submarines” in 1954 as an Electronics 
Technician 3rd Class.  
 

    Following his service in the Navy, Dick attended the University of North Dakota in Grand 
Forks, graduating in 1961 with a degree in Electrical Engineering.  While attending UND, he met and married his 
sweetheart Marion Jane (Hauf) on June 16, 1957, and they were blessed with four children.  Together, Dick and 
Marion made their home in Grand Forks and Fargo, North Dakota until 1969, when they moved to Gresham, 
Oregon.  They lived in and around the Portland area until his retirement as partner from PAE Engineering Firm in 
1994. As a partner at PAE, he was involved with the Portland Front Street Lighting Project; Portland City Parks; 
Portland area hospitals; Tri-Met Light Rail stations; KOIN Center; One Pacific Square Portland; the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks; and many, many home projects. 
 
Dick was active in the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.; OMSI; as a Scout Master; the Elks Club Gresham; as a 
driver for Loaves and Fishes and his church, Gethsemane Lutheran Portland; and his children's and grandchildren's 
activities.  Dick was a Life Member of USSVI and was a member of the prestigious Holland Club.  
 
Dick is survived by his loving wife of 59 years, Marion; his children: Volola (Michael); Richard (Annette); Charlene 
(Daniel); Michael; his grandchildren Brittany (Matthew), Kannon, Christopher (Alyson), Gregory (Kalie), Jonathon 
(Olivia), Keith (Alyssa), Preston, Nathaniel, and Kinsey; 3 great-grandchildren; many cousins, nieces and nephews, 
and a host of friends. He will be dearly missed by all.   

 

                             SUSAN M. SANFORD 

                             WENT TO HER ETERNAL REST ON NOVEMBER 23, 2016 

 
Susan M. Sanford, loving wife of our friend and Shipmate Otto Tzevelekos, went to 
be with our Lord on November 23, 2016.   

 
In an email to Blueback Base Commander George Hudson, Otto said, “Yes, I lost my 
beloved Susan who gave me 21 years of happiness.”  Otto indicated that it was 
Susan’s final wish to be cremated with her family in attendance and without a 
memorial or funeral service.  Her wish was granted on Saturday, November 26, 
2016, surrounded by her loved ones. 

 
 
 
 



IN MEMORIAM 

 
Otto plans to move back to his native country of Greece.  He said he has loved being a member of the Blueback Base 
and will miss his fellow Submariners.  Otto hopes to attend the upcoming Christmas Party in order to have an 
opportunity to say goodbye to all his friends.  
 
Our heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with the Burgess and the Tzevelekos/Sanford families.   

 

 
 

“The Lord redeemeth the souls of His servants, 
and none of them that trust in Him shall be forsaken.” 

~ Psalms 34:22   
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