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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   

I feel a little lost as we have not had a meeting since November 2016.  Hopefully, we are 
done with the snow and ice and we can get back on schedule with our meeting on 
February 9th! 
 

For those of you who don't know me, I grew up in Michigan and I 
always wanted to be in the Navy.  My dream became reality as I 
started my first day of boot camp on my 19th birthday – June 18, 
1980.  I didn't really know what I wanted to do in the Navy, but I 
did know I wanted to be on a submarine.  When I applied for 
Submarine School, I was denied because I’m color blind.  What a 
letdown!   
 
I was still in limbo a couple of weeks into boot camp when I was 
called in to the Personnel Department.  I was asked if I still was 
interested in submarines.  Despite being color blind I was told I 

had two options for serving on a boat:   I could either be a Mess Management Specialist 
(MS) or a Yeoman (YN).  I choose the MS rating, as I loved to cook (and to eat).   My LPO 
told me once, "Never trust a skinny cook!" 
 
After graduating from A School and Sub School, I reported to the USS Barbel (SS-580) in 
Pearl Harbor.  Barbel was on WESTPAC, so I was flown to Sasebo, Japan to meet the 
boat.  I loved it so much I volunteered for a 6-month TAD assignment on USS Skate (SS-
578), which needed an MS for its WESTPAC deployment.  I then volunteered for a 2-
week TAD on USS George Washington (SSN-598) which needed a cook for its Pearl-to-
San Diego transit.  It was an amazing time, and I did a lot of growing up in four years.   

 

(See “Commander’s Log,” Page 9) 
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OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   FFFEEEBBBRRRUUUAAARRRYYY   
 

 

USS Barbel (SS-316)  

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  14 November 1943 

Commissioned:  3 April 1944  

Builder:  Electric Boat Company, 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 4 February 1945 

81 Men Lost 
 

 

 

Barbel arrived at Pearl Harbor on 21 June 1944 and commenced 

preparation for her first war patrol.  From 15 July 1944 through 4 

February 1945, she carried out four war patrols and is officially 

credited with sinking six Japanese ships totaling 15,263 tons. 

 

Barbel departed Fremantle, Australia, on 5 January 1945 for the 

South China Sea on her fourth patrol.  Late in January she was 

ordered to form a "wolfpack" with Perch and Gabilan and patrol 

the western approaches to Balabac Strait and the southern 

entrance to Palawan Passage.  On 3 February, Barbel sent a 

message reporting that she had been attacked three times by 

enemy aircraft dropping depth charges and would transmit further 

information on the following night. 

 

Barbel was never heard from again.  Japanese aviators reported 

an attack on a submarine off southwest Palawan on 4 February. 

Two bombs were dropped and one landed on the submarine near 

the bridge.  The sub plunged under a cloud of fire and spray; this 

was very likely the last engagement of Barbel.  She was officially 

reported lost on 16 February 1945. 

 

Barbel received three battle stars for her service in World War II. 

 

USS Shark (SS-174) 

Class:  Porpoise Class 

Launched:  21 May 1935 

Commissioned:  25 January 1936 

Builder:  Electric Boat Company,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 287’ 0”  

Beam:   25’ 1” 

Lost on 11 February 1942  

59 Men Lost 

 

Following two years of operations in the Hawaii area, Shark set sail 

from Pearl Harbor on 3 December 1940 to join the Asiatic Fleet 

based at Manila, where she engaged in fleet tactics and exercises 

until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  Departing Manila on 9 

December 1941, she was at sea during the Japanese bombing 

raids on Manila the next day.  

 

On 6 January 1942, Shark was almost hit with a torpedo from an 

Imperial Japanese Navy submarine.  A few days later, she was 

ordered to Ambon Island, where an enemy invasion was 

expected.  On 27 January, she was directed to join the submarines 

patrolling in Strait of Malacca, then to cover the passage east of 

Lifamatola and Bangka Strait.   

 

On 2 February, Shark reported to her base at Soerabaja that she 

had been depth-charged 10 miles (16 km) off Tifore Island after 

failing to sink a Japanese ship during a torpedo attack. No further 

messages were received from Shark. 

 

 

  

On 8 February, Shark was ordered to proceed to Makassar Strait; 

this order was never acknowledged and, on 7 March, Shark was 

reported as presumed lost, the victim of unknown causes.  Shark 

was the first American submarine lost to enemy anti-submarine 

warfare.  She was struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 24 June 

1942. 
 

Post-war, Japanese records showed numerous attacks on 

unidentified submarines in Shark’s area of operations that could 

account for her loss.  At 0137 on 11 February, for example, the 

Japanese destroyer Yamakaze opened fire with her 5-inch 

(130 mm) guns and sank a surfaced submarine.  Voices were 

heard in the water, but no attempt was made to rescue possible 

survivors. 
 

Shark received one battle star for her World War II service. 
  

USS Amberjack (SS-219)  

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  6 March 1942 

Commissioned:  19 June 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Company,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 16 February 1943 

72 Men Lost 

 

Amberjack got underway from Brisbane on 26 January 1943 to 

begin her third war patrol in the Solomons area.  On 29 January 

she was directed to pass close to Tetipari Island and then proceed 

to the northwest and patrol the approaches to Shortland Basin. 

Orders were radioed on 1 February for her to move north and 

patrol the western approaches to Buka Passage. Having complied 

with these orders, Amberjack reported sinking a two-masted 

schooner by gunfire 20 miles (32 km) from Buka on the afternoon 

of 3 February 1943. At this time she was ordered to move south 

along the Buka-Shortland traffic lane and patrol east of Vella 

Lavella Island. 

 

In a second radio transmission on 4 February, Amberjack reported 

having sunk a 5,000 ton freighter laden with explosives in a two-

hour night surface attack in which five torpedoes were fired. 

During this engagement, Chief Pharmacist's Mate Arthur C. 

Beeman was killed by machine gun fire.  On 8 February, 

Amberjack was ordered to move to the west side of Ganongga 

Island and on 10 February, she was directed to keep south of 

latitude 7° 30'S and to cover the traffic routes from Rabaul and 

Buka Island to Shortland Basin.  On 13 February, Amberjack was 

assigned the entire Rabaul-Buka-Shortland Sea area and told to 

hunt for traffic. 

 

The last radio transmission received from Amberjack was made on 

14 February.  She related she had been forced down the night 

before by two destroyers, and that on 13 February she had 

recovered from the water and taken prisoner an enemy aviator.  

She was ordered north of latitude 6° 30'S, and told to keep hunting 

for Rabaul traffic. 

 

All further messages to Amberjack went unanswered, and when 

by 10 March she had failed to make her routine report estimating  

 
(See “Boats Lost in the Month of February,” Page 3) 
 

 

 
 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 2 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fremantle,_Western_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_China_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfpack_%28naval_tactic%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Perch_%28SS-313%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Gabilan_%28SS-252%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balabac_Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palawan_Passage&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depth_charge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palawan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Asiatic_Fleet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manila
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torpedo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambon_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strait_of_Malacca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islands_of_Indonesia#The_province_of_North_Maluku
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangka_Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soerabaja
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depth_charge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islands_of_Indonesia#The_province_of_North_Maluku
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torpedo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Makassar_Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-submarine_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-submarine_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Vessel_Register
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_destroyer_Yamakaze
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tetipari_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shortland_Basin&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buka_Passage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schooner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buka_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vella_Lavella_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vella_Lavella_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganongga_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganongga_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabaul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buka_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shortland_Basin&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabaul


BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   FFFEEEBBBRRRUUUAAARRRYYY   
(Continued From Page 2) 

 

 

the time of her arrival at base, she was ordered to do so.  No reply 

was received, and she was reported as presumed lost on 22 

March 1943. 

 

Reports received from the enemy after the war record an attack 

which probably sank Amberjack.  On 16 February 1943, Hiyodori 

and Sub Chaser Number 18 attacked a U.S. submarine with nine 

depth charges at about 5° 05′S,152° 37 E.  An escorting patrol 

plane had previously attacked the submarine.  A large amount of 

heavy oil and "parts of the hull" came to the surface.  This attack is 

believed to have sunk Amberjack. 

 

Amberjack won three battle stars for her World War II service and 

was credited with sinking three ships for a total of 28,600 tons while 

damaging two more ships for 14,000 tons damaged.  The enlisted 

men's recreation center at Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, was 

named in honor of Chief Pharmacist's Mate Beeman who was 

killed in the gun battle of 4 February 1943. 

 

USS Grayback (SS-208)  

Class:  Tambor Class 

Launched:  31 January 1941 

Commissioned:  30 June 1941 

Builder:  Electric Boat Company, 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 307’ 2”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 February 1944  

80 Men Lost 

 

Grayback's tenth patrol, her most successful in terms of tonnage 

sunk, was also to be her last.  She sailed from Pearl Harbor on 28 

January 1944 for the East China Sea. On 24 February Grayback 

radioed that she had sunk two cargo ships and had damaged 

two others (Taikei Maru and Toshin Maru sunk). On 25 February she 

transmitted her second and final report. That morning she had 

sunk tanker Nanho Maru and severely damaged Asama Maru. 

With only two torpedoes remaining, she was ordered home from 

patrol.  Due to reach Midway on 7 March, Grayback did not 

arrive.  On 30 March ComSubPac listed her as missing and 

presumed lost with all hands. 

 

From captured Japanese records the submarine's last few days 

can be pieced together.  Heading home through the East China 

Sea after attacking convoy Hi-40 on 24 February, Grayback used 

her last two torpedoes to sink the freighter Ceylon Maru on 27 

February.  That same day, a Japanese carrier-based plane 

spotted a submarine on the surface in the East China Sea and 

attacked.  According to Japanese reports the submarine 

"exploded and sank immediately," but antisubmarine craft were 

called in to depth-charge the area until at last a heavy oil slick 

swelled to the surface.  Grayback had ended her last patrol, one 

which cost the enemy some 21,594 tons of shipping. 

 

The ship’s commanding officer, Commander John Anderson 

Moore, was posthumously awarded his third Navy Cross following 

Grayback’s final patrol.   

 

Grayback ranked 20th among all submarines in total tonnage sunk 

with 63,835 tons and was 24th in number of ships sunk with 14.  In 

addition to eight battle stars for her World War II service, Grayback 

was awarded two Navy Unit Commendations for her seventh, 

eighth, ninth, and tenth war patrols.  

USS Trout (SS-202)  

Class:  Tambor Class 

Launched:  21 May 1940 

Commissioned:  15 November 1940 

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 307’ 2”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 29 February 1944  

81 Men Lost 

On 8 February 1944, Trout got underway for her 11th and final war 

patrol.  She topped off with fuel at Midway Island and, on 16 

February, headed via a great circle route toward the East China 

Sea. 

 

Japanese records examined after the war indicate that one of 

their convoys, Matsu No. 1, was attacked by a submarine on 29 

February 1944 in the patrol area assigned to Trout.  Carrying the 

29th Infantry Division of the Kwantung Army from Manchuria to 

Guam, Matsu No. 1 consisted of four large transports escorted by 

three Yūgumo-class destroyers of Destroyer Division 31:  Asashimo, 

Kishinami, and Okinami.  The submarine badly damaged one large 

passenger-cargo ship and sank the 7,126-ton transport Sakito 

Maru, which was carrying the Japanese 18th Infantry Regiment.  

 

During this engagement, Asashimo detected the submarine and 

dropped 19 depth charges.  Oil and debris came to the surface 

and the destroyer dropped a final depth charge on that spot, at 

the position 22° 40′N, 131° 45′E.  The submarine was using Mark- 

XVIII electric torpedoes, and it is also considered a possibility that 

that one of those had made a circular run and sunk the boat as 

happened with USS Tang. 

On 17 April 1944, Trout was declared presumed lost with all 81 

hands, including her commanding officer, Lt. Cmdr. Albert Hobbs 

Clark and her executive officer, Lt. Harry Eades Woodworth, both 

of whom had made all 11 of her war patrols. 

 

Trout received 11 battle stars for World War II service and three 

Presidential Unit Citations for her second, third, and fifth war 

patrols.  She is credited with sinking 23 enemy ships, giving her 

87,000 tons sunk, and damaging 6 ships, for 75,000 tons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 3 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine_chaser
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depth_charge
https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=USS_Amberjack_%28SS-219%29&params=5_05_S_152_37_E_
https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=USS_Amberjack_%28SS-219%29&params=5_05_S_152_37_E_
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_China_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_China_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_China_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hi_convoys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Anderson_Moore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Anderson_Moore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_Cross_%28United_States%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_Unit_Commendation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwantung_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchuria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y%C5%ABgumo-class_destroyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_destroyer_Asashimo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_destroyer_Kishinami
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_destroyer_Okinami
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/18th_Infantry_Regiment_%28Imperial_Japanese_Army%29
https://tools.wmflabs.org/geohack/geohack.php?pagename=USS_Trout_%28SS-202%29&params=22_40_N_131_45_E_
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_18_torpedo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_18_torpedo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tang_%28SS-306%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_Unit_Citation_%28US%29


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

February 2 ................................................................................................................................................................ Groundhog Day 

 

February 9 ............................................... Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – Chow this Month) 

 

February 14 ...............................................................................................................................................................Valentine’s Day 

 

February 20 ................................................................................................................................................................ Presidents Day 

 

February 23 ..................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

March 9.............................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

March 12............................................................................................................................................. Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 

March 17................................................................................................................................................................... St. Patrick’s Day 

 

March 23.......................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

April 11 ................................................................................................................ 117th Birthday of the U.S. Navy Submarine Force 

 

April 15 ........................ Submarine Birthday Luncheon (1130 at Heidi’s of Gresham, 1230 NE Cleveland Ave., Gresham, OR) 

 

April 16 ......................................................................................................................................................................... Easter Sunday 

 

April 18 .................................................................................................................................................................................... Tax Day 

 

April 27 ............................................................................. Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 
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TTTHHHIIISSS   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   IIINNN                              
SSSIIILLLEEENNNTTT   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

February 1, 1902 - USS Plunger (SS-2), the lead ship of 

the Plunger-class submarine, launches.  She is 

commissioned September 19, 1903, at the Holland 

Company yard at New Suffolk, Long Island, NY.  Ensign 

Chester W. Nimitz is the submarine’s final commander 

when Plunger is decommissioned November 6, 1909 at 

the Charleston Navy Shipyard.  

 

February 1, 1944 - Three U.S. Navy submarines, USS 

Guardfish (SS-217), USS Hake (SS-256) and USS Seahorse 

(SS-304), attack Japanese convoys, sinking a destroyer, 

a cargo ship and another vessel. 

  

February 2, 1942 - USS Seadragon (SS-194) sinks 

Japanese army cargo ship Tamagawa Maru. 

  

February 3, 1944 - USS Tambor (SS-198) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks Goyu Maru and merchant 

tanker Ariake Maru about 200 miles southeast of 

Shanghai. 

 

February 4, 1942 - While the battle for Bataan rages 

throughout the night, USS Trout (SS-202) loads 20 tons of 

gold bars and 18 tons of silver coins as ballast to 

replace the weight of ammunition they had just 

delivered to U.S. and Philippine forces in Manila. 

 

February 5, 1944 - USS Flasher (SS-249) sinks Japanese 

army cargo ship Taishin Maru off Mindoro.  Also on this 

date, USS Narwhal (SS-167) lands 45 tons of ammunition 

and cargo to support Filipino guerrilla operations at 

Libertad, Panay, Philippines. 

 

February 6, 1945 - USS Pampanito (SS-383) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks merchant tanker Engen 

Maru about 200 miles northeast of Singapore.  Also on 

this date, USS Spadefish (SS-411) sinks Japanese 

merchant passenger-cargo ship Shohei Maru off Port 

Arthur, Korea. 

 

February 7, 1943 - USS Growler (SS-215) fights a 

desperate night battle with the Japanese supply ship 

Hayasaki, during which the boat's commanding officer, 

Lt. Cmdr. Howard W. Gilmore rams the enemy ship, 

badly bending Growler's bow.  Wounded by machine 

gun fire and unable to go below, Gilmore gives the 

order "Take her down!," sacrificing himself so

his submarine could dive to safety.  For his distinguished 

gallantry and valor on this occasion and earlier in the 

patrol, Gilmore is posthumously awarded the Medal of 

Honor and promoted one rank. 

 

February 8, 1943 - USS Snook (SS-279) attacks a 

Japanese convoy off the west coast of Kyushu and sinks 

the transport Lima Maru and survives depth charges 

about 30 miles southeast of Goto Retto. 

 

February 9, 1960 - USS Sargo (SSN-583) becomes the 

third submarine to surface through the ice at the North 

Pole. 

 

February 10, 1943 - USS Pickerel (SS-177) sinks the 

Japanese freighter Amari Maru off Sanriku. 

 

February 10, 1944 - USS Pogy (SS-266) attacks a 

Japanese convoy and sinks destroyer Minekaze and 

freighter Malta Maru 85 miles north-northeast of 

Formosa. 

 

February 10, 1945 - USS Batfish (SS-310) sinks three 

enemy submarines during a three-day period from 

February 10th through February 13th. 

 

February 11, 1944 - USS Gudgeon (SS-211) sinks the 

Japanese freighter Satsuma Maru that was previously 

damaged by Chinese B-25s off Wenchow, China.  
 

February 12, 1945 - USS Hawkbill (SS-366) sinks the small 

Japanese cargo vessel Kisaragi Maru and the two large 

boats she is towing at Lombok Strait. 

 

February 12, 1947 - The first submarine launch of a 

guided missile, known as the Loon, takes place on 

board USS Cusk (SS-348).  

 

February 13, 1945 - USS Sennet (SS-408) is damaged by 

gunfire of a Japanese gunboat (No. 8 Kotoshiro Maru or 

No. 3 Showa Maru) east of Tanega Shima, but Sennet 

sinks No. 8 Kotoshiro Maru after it had been shelled by 

USS Lagarto (SS-371) and USS Haddock (SS- 231).  

Haddock then sinks No. 3 Showa Maru which had 

already been shelled by Lagarto and Sennet. 

 

See “This Month in Silent Service History,” Page 6) 
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February 14, 1945 - USS Gato (SS-212) sinks Japanese Coast 

Defense Vessel No. 9 in the Yellow Sea and USS Hawkbill (SS-366) 

sinks Japanese auxiliary submarine chasers Cha 4 and Cha 114 

in the Java Sea. 

 

February 15, 1943 – USS Gato (SS-212) sinks Japanese stores ship 

Suruga Maru in Bougainville Strait while USS Pickerel (SS-177) 

attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks cargo vessel Tateyama 

Maru off the east coast of Honshu. 

 

February 16, 1944 - USS Skate (SS-305) sinks the Japanese light 

cruiser Agano as she deploys from Truk, Caroline Islands. 

 

February 17, 1864 - While at anchor off Charleston, South 

Carolina, the Steam Sloop of War USS Housatonic is attacked by 

the Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley using a spar torpedo.  

Housatonic is recorded as the first warship to be sunk by a 

submarine. 

 

February 20, 1945 - USS Pargo (SS-264) sinks the Japanese 

destroyer Kokaze off Cape Varella, French Indochina and 

survives a counter-attack by the destroyer Kamikaze, which had 

been steaming in company with Kokaze during the attack. 

 

February 21, 1942 - USS Triton (SS-201) sinks Japanese merchant 

cargo vessel Shokyu Maru in the East China Sea, 60 miles south of 

Quelpart Island.  

February 22, 1945 - USS Becuna (SS-319) sinks Japanese 

merchant tanker Nichiyoku Maru off Cape Padaran Bay despite 

the presence of two escort vessels. 

 

February 24, 1945 - USS Lagarto (SS-371) sinks Japanese 

submarine I-371 and freighter Tatsumomo Maru off Bungo Strait, 

Kyushu. 

 

February 25, 1944 - USS Hoe (SS-258) attacks a Japanese convoy 

at the mouth of Davao Gulf, sinking the fleet tanker Nissho Maru 

and damaging the fleet tanker Kyokuto Maru, while USS Rasher 

(SS-269) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Ryusei Maru and 

freighter Tango Maru off the north coast of Bali. 

 

 

February 27, 1944 - Three US Navy submarines sink three 

Japanese cargo ships:  USS Grayback (SS-208) sinks Ceylon Maru 

in the East China Sea; USS Cod (SS-244) sinks Taisoku Maru west 

of Halmahera; and USS Trout (SS-202) sinks Aki Maru. 

 

February 27, 1945 - USS Scabbardfish (SS-397) sinks Japanese 

guardboat No. 6 Kikau Maru 100 miles northeast of Keelung, 

Formosa, while USS Blenny (SS-324) attacks a Japanese convoy 

off French Indochina and sinks merchant tanker Amato Maru off 

Cape Padaran. 

 

February 28, 1944 - USS Balao (SS-285) and USS Sand Lance (SS-

381) sink Japanese army cargo ship Akiura Maru, transport 

Shoho Maru about 90 miles northwest of Manokawari, New 

Guinea and transport Kaiko Maru just east of Musashi Wan, off 

Paramushir, Kurils. 

 

February 29, 1992 - The nuclear powered fast attack submarine 

USS Jefferson City (SSN-759) is commissioned. 
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WANTED:  USS BLUEBACK (SS-581) 

MAINTENANCE CREW VOLUNTEERS 
 

   WHERE:  ON BOARD USS BLUEBACK AT OMSI  
 

   WHEN:    MONDAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
 

Interested in volunteering your time, expertise and  
technical skills to help maintain Portland’s museum ship  

and our Base’s namesake submarine?   

Contact Gary Webb at 503.632.6259  
or email him at gwebb@bctonline.com  

f0r additional information. 

 

mailto:gwebb@bctonline.com


CCCOOOLLLUUUMMMBBBIIIAAA---CCCLLLAAASSSSSS   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   PPPRRROOOGGGRRRAAAMMM   PPPAAASSSSSSEEESSS   

MMMIIILLLEEESSSTTTOOONNNEEE   BBB   DDDEEECCCIIISSSIIIOOONNN,,,   CCCAAANNN   BBBEEEGGGIIINNN   DDDEEETTTAAAIIILLL   DDDEEESSSIIIGGGNNN   
Megan Eckstein|USNI News|January 4, 2017 

The Columbia-class ballistic missile submarine program 

passed its Milestone B decision review and can move into 

detail design, an official told USNI News. 

 

These SSBNs should cost about $8 billion apiece, Rep. Joe 

Courtney (D-Conn.), whose district includes the prime 

contractor, told USNI News today after reading the 

acquisition review documents.  That figure is higher than 

the Navy’s previously cost estimate but is calculated 

differently.  Most recently the Navy said it expected the 

lead ship to cost $10.4 billion – including $4.2 billion in 

detail design and non-recurring engineering work, as well 

as $6.2 billion for ship construction – and follow-on ships to 

cost $5.2 billion, all in 2010 dollars.  The $8 billion per boat 

figure spreads the design and engineering cost evenly 

across the 12 boats in the class instead of consolidating it 

in the cost of the lead ship, and it is also calculated in 

2017 dollars, which complicates the comparison. 

 

Additional details about the Columbia class’ cost and 

schedule are documented in the program’s Acquisition 

Decision Memorandum (ADM) but have not yet been 

made public. 

 

A defense official told USNI News that Pentagon 

acquisition chief Frank Kendall signed the ADM today 

and approved the program for Milestone B, as well as 

designated it a major defense acquisition program. 

 

The submarine program, formerly called the Ohio 

Replacement Program, was set for a Milestone B review in 

August, at which time the Navy would present an 

updated cost estimate for the subs.  But Navy and 

Pentagon officials decided to delay meeting with the 

Defense Acquisition Board for the review until they could 

schedule a one-day deep-dive at the General Dynamics 

Electric Boat shipyard in Groton, Conn., to work out some 

final details on cost, design, production readiness and 

more.  A shipyard visit was held in early October and the 

Navy was eyeing a meeting with the DAB in the first week 

of November.  However, Kendall visited Electric Boat 

again in early November for a final visit and today signed 

off on the program. 

 

“This is not just checking a box, this is setting a roadmap 

for the program for years to come,” Rep. Courtney told 

USNI News of the milestone’s importance. 

 

The Columbia-class program is finally poised to move 

forward, after waiting for four action items from the 

Pentagon and Congress. The program was awaiting the  

 

Fiscal Year 2017 budget, which not only included the 

funds to get started on detail design but also the legal 

mechanism that moves the program from the research 

and development budget to the shipbuilding budget. 

With Congress passing a continuing resolution instead of 

an actual appropriations bill, there were concerns that 

the program would not be able to advance into the 

Navy shipbuilding budget on time, but when lawmakers 

extended the CR last month they included an “anomaly” 

that allowed the Columbia-class program to stay on 

track. 

 

(See “Columbia Class Submarine Program,” continued on 

Page 8) 
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An artist’s rendering of the U.S. Navy’s planned Columbia-class submarine. (Naval Sea Systems Command Image) 

https://news.usni.org/2016/07/08/navy-request-ohio-replacement-program
https://news.usni.org/2016/07/08/navy-request-ohio-replacement-program
https://news.usni.org/2016/10/07/ohio-replacement-program-milestone-b-decision-set-for-november-after-shipyard-deep-dive-this-week
https://news.usni.org/2016/10/07/ohio-replacement-program-milestone-b-decision-set-for-november-after-shipyard-deep-dive-this-week
https://news.usni.org/2016/10/07/ohio-replacement-program-milestone-b-decision-set-for-november-after-shipyard-deep-dive-this-week
https://news.usni.org/2016/11/02/peo-subs-working-to-buy-back-schedule-in-ohio-replacement-program
https://news.usni.org/2016/11/02/peo-subs-working-to-buy-back-schedule-in-ohio-replacement-program
https://news.usni.org/2016/11/17/congress-set-extend-continuing-resolution-puts-ohio-replacement-shipbuilding-contracts-risk
https://news.usni.org/2016/11/17/congress-set-extend-continuing-resolution-puts-ohio-replacement-shipbuilding-contracts-risk
https://news.usni.org/2016/11/17/congress-set-extend-continuing-resolution-puts-ohio-replacement-shipbuilding-contracts-risk


CCCOOOLLLUUUMMMBBBIIIAAA---CCCLLLAAASSSSSS   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   PPPRRROOOGGGRRRAAAMMM   
(Continued from Page 7) 

 

“On Monday the Treasury deposited the anomaly funds 

that were in the CR, the $773 million, into the NSBDF, the 

National Sea Based Deterrence Fund – so that (fund) has 

now been activated officially with real deposits and 

withdrawals,” Courtney said.  The NSBDF was set up in 

2014 despite opposition from some lawmakers, and while 

more and more cost-saving authorities have been added 

to the fund, it hasn’t actually had any money put into it 

until this week. 

 

“There’s been some skeptics about whether or not that 

was just going to be an empty vessel forever, but the 

statute on the books, which mandates that funding for 

the Columbia class ‘shall’ be paid through NSBDF, 

obviously made its way up the food chain to the 

Treasury,” Courtney continued. 

 “The deposit, which occurred this week, is going to move 

quickly.  Once the Milestone B is released today, those 

funds are pretty much going to go out immediately, 

tomorrow or the next day, to EB and some of the other 

vendors.  And I think that’s another significant event 

because, A, its goal of trying to take pressure off the 

shipbuilding account is now really happening, and B, 

looking at the milestone B cost estimates, the authorities 

granted in the NSBDF – the incremental funding, multiyear 

procurement, economic order quantity provisions and 

then this year’s continuous production language – CBO 

and CRS have told us that those are great opportunities 

to gain even more savings than I think is even projected 

in Milestone B.  So as I said, the deposit in that account is, 

I think, a really important event that shows the positive 

effects of the NSBDF are going to really unfold.” 

With the dollars in place and the legal ability to spend 

shipbuilding money instead of research and 

development money secured, the Columbia-class 

program just needed the Milestone B decision to be 

finalized, which happened today, and the actual award 

of the detail design contract to Electric Boat.  The Navy 

could not immediately provide comment on when the 

contract might be awarded. 

 

 
An aerial view of Electric Boat’s submarine-building facility in 

Groton, Connecticut 
 

Electric Boat has taken steps to prepare itself to stay on 

track during Columbia-class construction.  Working with 

local, state and federal government entities, the shipyard 

secured a manufacturing pipeline grant about a year 

and a half ago to fund training in advanced 

manufacturing and other required fields at technical high 

schools and community colleges.  Courtney said that 

about a month ago Electric Boat revived an 

apprenticeship program that had been inactive for 

years, in advance of a hiring surge at the yard in the 

coming years. 

 

Courtney said the collaboration between the shipyard, 

local unions and others is aimed at “trying to get kids 

started as early as high school with joint programs with 

community colleges, to get them a running head start in 

terms of advance manufacturing.  It’s getting picked up 

in the tech schools themselves, which are the high 

school-aged kids.  And they also started programs for 

older workers, they call it the Outside Machinists 

program,” which is a six- to eight-week course that takes 

adults from other professions and gives them the skills 

they’ll need to succeed in a shipyard apprenticeship 

program. 

 

“It’s an all-hands-on-deck approach that is reaching 

back as far as high school and junior high school even to 

get kids thinking about this as a really positive occupation 

so that you can support yourself and a family,” Courtney 

said. 
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Rep. Joe Courtney (D-Conn.) meets with US Navy representatives 

https://news.usni.org/2016/04/22/report-new-contracting-authority-could-help-navy-save-25-on-ssbn-missile-tubes
https://news.usni.org/2016/04/22/report-new-contracting-authority-could-help-navy-save-25-on-ssbn-missile-tubes


CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
(Continued from Page 1) 

 
Following my discharge from the Navy I moved back to 
Michigan where I worked for 25 years as a Sergeant in 
the Michigan Department of Corrections until my 
retirement in August 2012.  I was told several times that 
I didn't buckle under stress and I was exceedingly calm 
during stressful situations; I credit that to my training 
and drills while on board the boats.  
 
My stepson Brian moved from Michigan to Portland in 
2012; my wife Heather and I came out several times to 
visit and decided we loved the area – so much so that 
we moved from Michigan to Portland for good on July 
4, 2015.   I joined the Blueback base the following week 
(before we even had our moving boxes unpacked!).  

I am humbled to be among the best of the best and 
especially love hearing everyone’s experiences while 
serving on the boats.   
 

I look forward to swapping a few sea stories, hearing 
your thoughts and concerns, and sharing comradery 
and fellowship with all of you during my term as your 
Base Commander.      
 

Fraternally,  

Bill 
William Long 
Base Commander 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 9 



BINNACLE LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USSVI DUES 
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 The Blueback Base is seeking a volunteer to fill the position of WAYS & MEANS OFFICER.  This is an 

Executive Board position; for a detailed description of duties and responsibilities, see the Blueback Base 

Constitution and Bylaws, Article IX, Section 7. 

 

 Welcome Aboard to our newest Blueback Base member, STS1(SS) Tom Chappelle, Jr.  Tom is actually a 

former member of the Base who has re-joined us after returning to the local area.   

There are no additions to the Binnacle List for the month of February.  However, as always we ask that you 

take a moment from your busy schedules to offer your thoughts, prayers, and best wishes for the good 

health and well-being of all our Shipmates, friends, and loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         
                                 

 

Brodie • Bywater • Corbett • Groves • Heckman • 
Hudson • B. Musa • Stowe • Sumner • Welty • Wirtz •  
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Annual Membership National Blueback Base 

One-Year Term $25 $15 

Three-Year Term $70 $45 

Five-Year Term $115 $75 

Life Membership National Blueback Base 

Age 45 and Under $500 $300 

Age 46-55 $400 $250 

Age 56-65 $300 $200 

Age 66-75 $200 $150 

Age 76 and older $100 $50 

For the Good of the Order 

http://www.bluebackbase.org/Manuals.htm
http://www.bluebackbase.org/Manuals.htm


 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
““EEtteerrnnaall  FFaatthheerr,,  ssttrroonngg  ttoo  ssaavvee,,  

WWhhoossee  aarrmm  hhaatthh  bboouunndd  tthhee  rreessttlleessss  wwaavvee,,    

WWhhoo  bbiidddd''sstt  tthhee  mmiigghhttyy  oocceeaann  ddeeeepp  

IIttss  oowwnn  aappppooiinntteedd  lliimmiittss  kkeeeepp;;  

OOhh,,  hheeaarr  uuss  wwhheenn  wwee  ccrryy  ttoo  TThheeee,,  

FFoorr  tthhoossee  iinn  ppeerriill  oonn  tthhee  sseeaa!!””  
  

   

   

““LLoorrdd  GGoodd,,  oouurr  ppoowweerr  eevveerr  mmoorree,,  

WWhhoossee  aarrmm  ddootthh  rreeaacchh  tthhee  oocceeaann  fflloooorr,,    

DDiivvee  wwiitthh  oouurr  mmeenn  bbeenneeaatthh  tthhee  sseeaa;;  

TTrraavveerrssee  tthhee  ddeepptthhss  pprrootteeccttiivveellyy..  

OOhh,,  hheeaarr  uuss  wwhheenn  wwee  pprraayy,,  aanndd  kkeeeepp  

TThheemm  ssaaffee  ffrroomm  ppeerriill  iinn  tthhee  ddeeeepp..””  
   

  

SSaaiilloorr,,  rreesstt  yyoouurr  ooaarr……  
WWee  hhaavvee  tthhee  wwaattcchh..  

  

DDDAAANNNIIIEEELLL   LLL...   MMMIIICCCHHHEEELLLSSSOOONNN   
“““MMMiiikkkeee”””   

EEEMMM111(((SSSSSS))),,,   UUU...   SSS...   NNNAAAVVVYYY   
   

BBBooorrrnnn:::      000111///111666///111999333999   
EEEttteeerrrnnnaaalll   PPPaaatttrrrooolll:::      000111///000111///222000111777   

   

UUUSSSSSSVVVIII   LLLiiifffeee   MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrr   

HHHooollllllaaannnddd   CCCllluuubbb   MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrr   
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