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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   
I have been a member of the USSVI on and off since 2001 but had not 
had the opportunity to attend a base meeting until I joined the Blueback 
Base in July 2015.  I have met some great people (and yes, a couple of 
interesting ones!).  I am fortunate enough to live close to the VFW Hall 
where we hold our monthly meetings, but I also know some members 
who drive a couple of hours to attend a meeting or an event.   
 
It’s nice to see a room full of smiling faces and hear the laughter as sea 
stories are exchanged, even if they’re true or not.  If you know of a 
member who may not be able to attend a meeting or an event due to 
transportation issues, be sure to get the word out.  Maybe a fellow 
member would be able to drive them to a meeting or event.  I am sure it 
would be greatly appreciated.   
 
Recently, I was approached by a fellow submarine veteran while out in public (I was wearing my Sub 
Vet hat) and as we were talking, I mentioned USSVI and asked if he was a member.  Although he had 
heard about USSVI, he’d been mistakenly told that we didn't do anything like meetings, etc. and so he 
had not pursued the idea of joining.  After we talked, this gentleman came to our next monthly 
meeting and signed on as a new member to our Base that night.  I know there are many more like him, 
and we as a Base – for the good of USSVI – need to promote both our National organization and our 
local Blueback Base.  To that end, I am asking all of you for ideas on how we as a Base can get the word 
out that we are a living, breathing organization.   Please contact the E-board with your suggestions.   
 
I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on Thursday, March 9th. 
 
Fraternally, 
 

Bill 
William Long 
Base Commander 
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OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   MMMAAARRRCCCHHH   
 

 

USS Perch (SS-176) 

Class:  Porpoise Class 

Launched:  9 May 1936 

Commissioned:  19 November 1936  

Builder:  Electric Boat Company, 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 300’ 6” 

Beam:    26’ 0” 

Lost on 3 March 1942 

No Loss of Life 
 

 

 

 

On the evening of 1 March 1942, Perch surfaced 30 miles (48 km) 

northwest of Surabaya, Java, and started in for an attack on a 

Japanese convoy landing troops to the west of Surabaya.  Two 

Japanese destroyers (Amatsukaze and Hatsukaze) attacked and 

drove her down with a string of depth charges which caused her 

to bottom at 135 feet (41 m).  Several more depth charge attacks 

caused extensive damage, putting the starboard motors out of 

commission and causing extensive flooding throughout the boat. 

 

After repairs Perch surfaced at 0200, only to be again driven down 

by destroyers.  The loss of oil and air from damaged ballast tanks 

convinced the Japanese that Perch was breaking up and they 

went on to look for other kills, allowing her to escape. 

 

With decks awash and only one engine in commission, the crew 

made all possible repairs.  During the early morning of 3 March, a 

test dive was made with almost fatal results.  Expert handling and 

good luck enabled her to surface, and she began making repairs. 

Then, as if this wasn’t enough, two Japanese cruisers and three 

destroyers hove into view and began firing.  As shells straddled the 

boat, her skipper ordered, "Abandon ship, scuttle the boat."  With 

all hull openings open, Perch made her last dive.  She was stricken 

from the Naval Vessel Register on 24 June 1942. 

 

The entire crew was captured by the Japanese destroyer Ushio.  

Six of her crew died as POWs. 

 

Perch earned one battle star for her service in World War II. 

 

USS Grampus (SS-207) 

Class:  Tambor Class 

Launched:  23 December 1940 

Commissioned:  23 May 1941 

Builder:  Electric Boat Company,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 307’ 2”  

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 5 March 1943  

71 Men Lost 

 

In company with Grayback, Grampus departed Brisbane on 11 

February 1943 for her sixth war patrol from which she failed to 

return; the manner of her loss still remains a mystery.  Japanese 

seaplanes reported sinking a submarine on 18 February in 

Grampus' patrol area, but Grayback reported seeing Grampus in 

that same area on 4 March.  On 5 March 1943 the Japanese 

destroyers Minegumo and Murasame conducted an attack 

preceding the Battle of Blackett Strait, near Kolombangara Island. 

A heavy oil slick was sighted there the following day, indicating 

that Grampus may have been lost there in a night attack or gun 

battle against the destroyers.  The Japanese destroyers had by 

then already been sunk in a night action with U.S. cruisers and 

destroyers. 

 

When repeated attempts to contact Grampus failed, the 

submarine was declared missing and presumed lost with all hands. 

Her name was struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 21 June 

1943. 

 

Grampus received three battle stars for her World War II service. 
 

USS H-1 (SS-28) 

Class:  H Class 

Launched:  6 May 1913 

Commissioned:  1 December 1913 

Builder:  Union Iron Works,  

San Francisco, California 

Length: 150’ 4”  

Beam:  15’ 10” 

Lost on 12 March 1920 

4 Men Lost 

 

H-1 (originally named Seawolf) and her sister ship H-2 sailed for San 

Pedro, California on 6 January 1920, transiting the Panama Canal 

on 20 February.  On 12 March, as H-1 made her way up the coast 

of Mexico's Baja California Peninsula, she ran aground on a shoal 

off Santa Margarita Island. 

 

Four men — including the commanding officer, Lieutenant 

Commander James R. Webb — died trying to reach shore.  Vestal 

pulled H-1 off the rocks in the morning of 24 March but in only 

45 minutes, the submarine sank in some 50 feet (15 m) of water. 

Further salvage effort was abandoned.  Her name was stricken 

from the Naval Vessel Register on 12 April 1920.  She was sold for 

scrap in June 1920, but was never recovered. 

 

Her wreck was rediscovered in 1992. 

 

USS Triton (SS-201) 

Class:  Tambor Class 

Launched:  25 March 1940 

Commissioned:  15 August 1940 

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 307’ 2” 

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 15 March 1943  

74 Men Lost 

 

On 16 February 1943, Triton began her sixth and final war patrol, 

hoping to destroy enemy shipping between the Shortland Basin 

and Rabaul.  She reported smoke on 22 February as well as a new 

Japanese radar at Buka.  On 6 March, the submarine attacked a 

convoy of five destroyer-escorted ships, sinking the cargo ship 

Kiriha Maru and damaging another freighter.  One of her 

torpedoes made a circular run, and Triton went deep to evade it. 

She attacked another convoy on the night of 8 March and 

claimed that five of the eight torpedoes she had fired scored hits. 

She could not observe the results or make a follow-up attack 

because gunfire from the escorts forced her down.  

 

On 11 March, Triton reported she was chasing two convoys, each 

made up of five or more ships.  She was informed Trigger (SS-237) 

was operating in an adjoining area and ordered to stay south of 

the equator.  On 13 March, Triton was warned that three enemy  

 

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of March,” Page 3) 
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destroyers including the Akikaze were in her area, either looking for 

a convoy or hunting American submarines. 

 

On 15 March, Trigger reported she had attacked a convoy and 

had been depth charged.  Even though attacks on her ceased, 

she could still hear distant depth charging for about an hour.  No 

further messages from Triton were ever received.  Post-war 

examination of Japanese records revealed on 15 March 1943, 

three Japanese destroyers attacked a submarine a little northwest 

of Triton's assigned area and subsequently observed an oil slick, 

debris, and items with American markings.  On 10 April 1943, Triton 

was reported overdue from patrol and presumed lost. 

 

Triton received five battle stars for her World War II service. 

 

USS Kete (SS-369) 

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  9 April 1944 

Commissioned:  31 July 1944 

Builder:  Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co., 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 20 March 1945  

87 Men Lost 

 

With Lieutenant Commander Edward Ackerman in command, 

Kete cleared Guam on 1 March 1945 for her second war patrol. 

Assigned to waters surrounding the Nansei Shoto Chain, she 

resumed lifeguard duty and gathered weather data for the 

forthcoming invasion of Okinawa.  While patrolling west of Tokara 

Retto on the nights of 9 and 10 March, she surprised an enemy 

convoy and torpedoed three marus totaling 6,881 tons.  During the 

night of 14 March, she attacked a cable-laying ship. 

 

With only three torpedoes remaining, she was ordered to depart 

the area on 20 March, refuel at Midway Island, and proceed to 

Pearl Harbor for refit.  Kete acknowledged these orders on 19 

March and, while steaming eastward the following day, she sent in 

a weather report from a position south of Colnett Strait.  She was 

neither seen nor heard from again.  Kete was scheduled to arrive 

at Midway by 31 March; when repeated attempts to contact her 

by radio failed she was reported as presumed lost on 16 April. 

 

Circumstances surrounding her loss remain a mystery.  The cause 

could have been an operational malfunction, a mine explosion, or 

enemy action. 

 

Kete received one battle star for World War II service. 

 

 

USS F-4 (SS-23) 

Class:  F Class 

Launched:  6 January 1912 

Commissioned:  3 May 1913 

Builder:  Moran Brothers Company, 

Seattle, Washington 

Length: 142’ 7”  

Beam:    15’ 5” 

Lost on 25 March 1915  

21 Men Lost

Joining the First Submarine Group, Pacific Torpedo Flotilla, F-4 

participated in the development operations of that group along 

the west coast, and from August 1914, in Hawaiian waters.  During 

submarine maneuvers off Honolulu, Hawaii on 25 March 1915, she 

sank at a depth of 306 feet (93 m), 1.5 miles (2.4 km) from the 

harbor.  Despite valorous efforts of naval authorities at Honolulu to 

locate the missing boat and save her crew, all 21 perished.  F-4 

was the first commissioned submarine of the U.S. Navy to be lost at 

sea. 

 

A diving and engineering precedent was established with the 

Navy's raising of the submarine on 29 August 1915.  Courage and 

tenacity marked the efforts of divers who descended to attach 

cables to tow the boat into shallow water, while ingenuity and 

engineering skill characterized the direction of Naval Constructor 

J.A. Furer, Rear Admiral C.B.T. Moore, and Lieutenant C. Smith who 

accomplished the feat with the aid of specially devised and 

constructed pontoons.  Navy diver George D Stillson found the 

superstructure caved in and the hull filled with water.    

 

Only four of the dead could be identified; the 17 others were 

buried in Arlington National Cemetery. 

 

F-4 was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 31 August 1915. 

 

USS Tullibee (SS-284) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  11 November 1942 

Commissioned:  15 February 1943 

Builder:  Mare Island Naval Shipyard, 

Vallejo, California 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 March 1944  

80 Men Lost 

 

On 5 March 1944, Tullibee stood out of Pearl Harbor to begin her 

fourth war patrol.  Nine days later, she called at Midway Island to 

top off her fuel and then proceeded to her patrol area in the 

Palau Islands.  She was scheduled to support aircraft carrier strikes 

against those islands on 30–31 March.  On 25 March, Tullibee 

arrived on station and began patrolling.  The next day, off the 

Palau Islands she made radar contact on a convoy consisting of a 

large passenger-cargo ship, two medium-sized freighters, a 

destroyer, and two other escorts.  The submarine made several 

surface runs on the transport but kept losing her in rain squalls. 

 

Tullibee finally closed to 3,000 yards (2,700 m) and launched two 

torpedoes from her bow tubes at the target.  About two minutes 

later, the submarine was rocked by a violent explosion.  It was only 

learned after the war that Tullibee’s torpedo had run a circular 

course and she had sunk herself. 

 

Gunner's Mate C.W. Kuykendall, on the bridge at the time, was 

knocked unconscious and thrown into the water.  When he 

regained consciousness, the submarine was gone.  He heard 

voices in the water for about ten minutes before they stopped.  

The next day, he was picked up by Japanese destroyer Wakatake. 

Kuykendall survived as a prisoner of war and was released after V-

J Day. 

 

Tullibee received three battle stars for World War II service.  

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of March,” Page 4) 
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USS Trigger (SS-237) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  22 October 1941 

Commissioned:  31 January 1942 

Builder:  Mare Island Naval Shipyard, 

Vallejo, California 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 March 1945  

89 Men Lost 

 

Trigger (with new skipper Commander David R. Connole) stood out 

to sea on 11 March 1945 to begin her 12th war patrol and headed 

for the Nansei Shoto area.  On 18 March she attacked a convoy 

west of the islands, sinking the cargo ship Tsukushi Maru No. 3 and 

damaging another.  She reported the attack on 20 March, and the 

submarine was subsequently ordered to radio as many movements 

of the convoy as possible to help find a safe passage through a 

known mined area of the East China Sea.  

 

On 24 March, Trigger was ordered to begin patrolling west of the 

islands the next day, outside the 100 fathom curve, and to steer 

clear of restricted areas.  On 26 March, she was ordered to join a 

wolf pack called "Earl's Eliminators" and to acknowledge receipt of 

the message.  A weather report came from the submarine that day 

but no confirmation of her having received the message.  The 

weather report was Trigger's last transmission.  On 4 April she was 

ordered to proceed to Midway, but she had not arrived by 1 May 

and was reported as presumed lost. 

 

Postwar records indicate she torpedoed and sank the Japanese 

repair ship Odate on 27 March.  The next day, Japanese planes 

and ships joined in a two-hour attack on a submarine heard by 

Silversides, Sea Dog, Hackleback, and Threadfin in adjacent areas. 

Threadfin was the only one of these submarines attacked that day, 

and she reported hearing many depth charges and several heavy 

explosions east of her after the attack on her ceased.  Postwar 

 
Japanese records showed a Japanese aircraft detected and 

bombed a submarine on 28 March 1945. Kaibokan Mikura, CD-33, 

and CD-59 were then guided to the spot and delivered an 

intensive depth charging.  After two hours, a large oil slick 

appeared. 

 

Trigger was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 11 July 1945. 

 

Trigger received 11 battle stars for her World War II service and was 

awarded the Presidential Unit Citation for her fifth, sixth, and 

seventh war patrols.  She is credited with sinking 18 ships (tied with 

Seawolf and Rasher for seventh on the list of confirmed sinkings by 

number of ships) totaling 86,552 tons (seventh on the list of 

confirmed sinkings by tonnage). 
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March 9.............................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

March 12............................................................................................................................................. Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 

March 17................................................................................................................................................................... St. Patrick’s Day 

 

March 23.......................................................................... Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

April 11 ................................................................................................................ 117th Birthday of the U.S. Navy Submarine Force 

 

April 15 ................................ Submarine Birthday Luncheon/Holland Club Induction Ceremony (1130 at Heidi's of Gresham) 

 

April 16 ......................................................................................................................................................................... Easter Sunday 

 

April 18 .................................................................................................................................................................................... Tax Day 

 

April 23-28 .................................................................................................. USSVI Western Region Roundup, Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

April 27 ............................................................................. Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

May 11 ............................................... Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

May 14 ........................................................................................................................................................................... Mothers’ Day 

 

May 20 ..................................................................................................................................................................Armed Forces Day 

 

May 25 ............................................................................. Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

May 29 ......................................................................................................................................................................... Memorial Day 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
9 February 2017 

 
1730 E-Board Meeting called to order by Commander Bill Long.  Members present were Commander Long; Vice 

Commander Jay Agler; Secretary Alan Brodie; Treasurer Mike Worden; Trustee Gary Webb; and Chief of the 

Boat Arlo Gatchel.  Reviewed and discussed Commander Long’s Plan of the Day.  Items discussed 

included the updated USSVI National Awards Manual; the USSVI Boat Sponsorship Program; submission of 

the Base’s 2016 Year-End Report; and USSVI’s status as a tax-exempt vs. a tax-deductible organization (with 

the exception of the USSVI Charitable Foundation, which qualifies for tax-deductible status as a 501C3 

organization).  Bills were presented and approved for payment.  A motion was made, seconded and 

passed to pay the annual web site maintenance fee to USSVI National and to remit the annual renewal fee 

for the Base’s post office box to the U.S. postal service.  An election will be held at the general membership 

meeting for the position of Vice Commander.  Discussed the cancellation of the 2016 Christmas party due 

to inclement weather; storage options for the Base float; and the induction of Base members into the 

Holland Club for 2017.   Commander Long mentioned that Tanya Silva, sister-in-law of the current CNO and 

member of the USS Oregon commissioning committee, will be a guest speaker at the March meeting.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 1826. 

  

1830 Another great dinner was served by our wonderful Base Ladies.   

 

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Commander Bill Long. 

 

 Invocation:  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Flag Salute:  Commander Bill Long 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Commander Bill Long 

 

 Introductions 

 

Secretary’s Report:  Secretary Alan Brodie  

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Mike Worden 

 

Commander’s Report:  Commander Bill Long  

 

Old Business:   

 

 Storekeeper Dave Vrooman still has 2017 submarine calendars available for sale.  Cost is $10.50 per 

calendar.  

 

 Anyone who has not yet paid dues for 2016 is delinquent and needs to pay as soon as possible or 

risk being dropped from the membership rolls.  If you are unsure if you are up-to-date on your 

membership dues, contact Dave Vrooman. 

 

50/50 Break 

 

New Business:   

 

Base member W. Gibson Carter donated $50 to USSVI National to support the costs associated with 

inducting new members in the Holland Club (i.e., certificates, challenge coins, patches, postage 

expenses, etc.).  In the past, USSVI has requested that individual bases consider making an annual 

donation of $1.00 per base member in the Holland Club to help offset these costs.  A motion was 

made, seconded and passed to donate $100 from the Blueback Base to USSVI in addition to 

Shipmate Carter’s generous donation to support the national Holland Club efforts for 2017. 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 6) 

 

 

New Business (Continued):   

 

 Gary Webb has volunteered to store the USS Albacore parade float on his property.  Prior to 

doing so, the Base would need to purchase some sort of cover (i.e., either a tarp or a more 

“robust” semi-permanent structure, depending on cost) and host a working party at Gary’s 

property to clear the area where the float would be stored.  Gary, Commander Bill Long, and 

COB Arlo Gatchel have agreed to serve on a committee to:  (1) look into associated costs; 

and (2) solicit volunteers to assist in property clean-up in order to make this happen. 

 

 The Base will induct six members into the Holland Club at this year’s Submarine Birthday 

luncheon at Heidi’s of Gresham.  All hands are strongly encouraged to attend this milestone 

event.  The luncheon will be held beginning at 1130 on Saturday, 15 April 2017.  Heidi’s is 

located at 1230 NE Cleveland Avenue; menu, map, and driving directions are all available 

here. 

 

 Vice Commander Jay Agler provided an update on the 2016 Christmas party which was 

cancelled due to inclement weather.  The Base provided the Monarch Hotel with a $500 

deposit to secure the venue for the event; the hotel has agreed to keep the $500 deposit and 

apply it toward the 2017 Christmas party.  Everyone who paid for tickets for last year’s party 

may exercise one of three options:  (1) Contact Jay to request a refund (Jay will coordinate 

all refund requests with Treasurer Mike Worden); (2) Apply the amount paid as a credit toward 

the cost of the 2017 Christmas party; or (3) Allow the Base to keep the funds as a donation. 

 

For the Good of the Order:   

 

 Congratulations to Jay Agler, who was unanimously re-elected to another two-year term as 

Vice Commander for the Blueback Base.    

 

 Bob Sumner suggested that someone from the Base be responsible for reaching out to 

members, particularly those who have been out of touch for a while, to verify their health and 

well-being.  It was mentioned that some Bases assign this responsibility to their Chaplain or 

Chief of the Boat.  COB Arlo Gatchel agreed to take on this task.  Base Secretary Alan Brodie 

will work with Membership Chair Dave Vrooman to verify and provide Arlo with an up-to-date 

contact list. 

  

 Benediction:  Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  2001 

 

Sailing List: Aban; Agler; Bell; Brodie; Bryan; Collins; Daniels; Darkes; Gatchel; Jackson; Keffer; Long; 

Lough; McLaughlin; Musa, Sandy; Musa, Bill; Park; Price; Schultz; Sumner; Thrall; Vrooman; Webb; 

Worden 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alan C. Brodie 
 Alan C. Brodie 

 Secretary 

 USSVI Blueback Base  
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TTTRRRUUUMMMPPP   CCCAAALLLLLLSSS   FFFOOORRR   MMMOOORRREEE   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEESSS   –––   FFFOOORRR   LLLEEESSSSSS   

MMMOOONNNEEEYYY   
The Day, New London, Conn| by Julia Bergman 

President Donald Trump, continuing 

his push to slash the price of costly 

defense programs, wants to build 

more submarines but for less 

money. 

 

"We're lacking 

submarines, and 

we're going to 

build new 

submarines, but 

the price is too 

high, so I'm cutting 

the prices way 

down," Trump told 

Fox News' Sean 

Hannity during a 

Jan. 26 interview 

at the White 

House. 

 

Trump's comment 

came at the end 

of a roughly hour-

long interview with 

Hannity, and in 

response to a 

question about 

whether the 

experience of 

becoming 

president changed him. 

 

The Navy did not immediately 

return a request for comment. 

 

On the campaign trail, Trump 

called for a 350-ship Navy, but 

never detailed how he'd beef up 

the fleet.  In recent years, the total 

number of Navy ships has hovered 

around 270 to 290.  The current 

count is 274. 

 

"It's a good thing to have a new 

president who is on track with all 

the force assessments and strategic 

reviews that confirm the value of 

the undersea fleet," said U.S. Rep. 

Joe Courtney, D-2nd District. 

 

Courtney said he is looking forward 

to the Trump administration's 

involvement with the Seapower 

and Projection Forces 

Subcommittee, of which he is 

ranking member, in developing this 

year's defense bill.  The 

subcommittee has oversight over 

the military's air and sea programs 

and is where vital discussions about 

funding for shipbuilding occur. 

 

Late last year, the Navy released a 

proposal calling for 355 ships, 

including 18 more attack 

submarines.  If the service's lofty 

goals are met, it could cost an 

additional $3.5 billion to $4 billion a 

year, according to a study by the 

Congressional Research Service.  

And that's just shipbuilding costs.  

More money would be needed to 

operate and maintain the 

additional ships and for additional 

personnel, the 

study points out. 

 

The Navy expects 

to have 52 

operational 

attack submarines 

in 2017. 

 

Attack submarines 

cost $2.7 billion a 

pop, and the new 

ballistic missile 

submarines are 

expected to have 

a price tag of $8 

billion each. 

 

Electric Boat 

President Jeffrey 

Geiger said in 

January that the 

company is 

poised to meet 

the Navy's 

demand for more 

submarines, provided it has the time 

to build up its workforce, supplier 

base and facilities.  Already, EB is in 

the midst of a hiring spree to carry 

out its current workload. 

 

EB and Newport News Shipbuilding 

construct two Virginia-class attack 

submarines a year.  Former 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, 

in one of his last visits to EB, handed 

out mock punch cards that said 

"Buy nine subs, get the tenth one 

free!" referencing the $2 billion in 

 

(See “More Submarines, Less 

Money,” Page 9) 
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The bow section of the attack submarine USS Colorado sits on a barge in Groton, Conn., July 27, 2015.  

(Sean D. Elliot/The Day via AP) 

 



MMMOOORRREEE   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEESSS,,,   LLLEEESSSSSS   MMMOOONNNEEEYYY   
(Continued from Page 8) 

 
savings achieved through a $17.6 billion contract, the largest in 

Navy shipbuilding history, awarded to EB in April 2014. 

 

When negotiating that contract, certain initiatives were 

implemented to reduce design costs, the most significant of 

which was a redesigned bow that included a new sonar array 

and two larger payload tubes instead of 12 individual, vertical-

launch missile tubes.  Twenty percent of the ship's design was 

changed to save about $100 million per submarine.  Other cost-

saving measures include the ability to buy materials far in 

advance. 

 

"Those of us who have worked with EB over the years know that 

affordability is a factor in their business model," said Bob Ross, 

executive director of the state's Office of Military Affairs. 

 

The company is "well aware" of how "incredibly expensive" it is to 

build submarines, and works "very hard to be as efficient and 

affordable as they can," Ross said. 

 

But he noted that a high price tag is inevitable, given the 

advanced technology being built. 

 

"There's more technology in the Virginia-class submarines than in 

the space shuttle program.  It's never going to be a low number," 

he said. 

 

Generally speaking, the Virginia program has been hailed as a 

success for the on-time and under-budget delivery of the 

submarines, despite setbacks when inspectors discovered 

unauthorized and undocumented weld repairs that affected at 

least three of the submarines.  After delivering the Navy's newest 

attack submarine, the USS Illinois (SSN 786) in August 2016, EB 

estimated the boat came in more than $100 million below target. 

 

On-time and under-budget delivery is why the Navy continues to 

invest in EB, according to U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., who 

said in a statement that he won't stop fighting for "strong federal 

investments that ramp-up our submarine force and the local jobs 

it supports." 

 

The new class of ballistic missile submarines, known as the 

Columbia class, is expected to cost $128 billion.  That number is 

almost $50 billion lower than original procurement cost estimates 

due to reducing the number of ships in the class from 14 to 12 and 

the number of number of missile tubes from 20 to 16, among other 

initiatives. 

 

Given how late in the design stage the program is, "future 

decreases will be more difficult to achieve," Frank Kendall, the 

Pentagon's top weapons buyer, said in approving the program to 

move on to the advanced development phase. 

 

The best way to keep costs down is to stay on schedule, said U.S. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn.  He noted that the Navy and EB 

have been working "tirelessly" and "relentlessly" for years to reduce 

costs and increase efficiency. 

 

 
 
 

SSS*********   FFFLLLOOOWWWSSS   DDDOOOWWWNNNHHHIIILLLLLL   
Contributed by George Hudson | 12 February 2017 

While cooped up in the house 

today thanks to our Oregon 

weather, I stumbled across 

my old Sub School graduation 

picture.  I went to Sub School 

in the winter of 1966/’67.  

 

On one afternoon in January 

after more than three feet of 

snow had fallen, our instructor 

came into the classroom and 

announced he had “good 

news and bad news!”  We 

gratefully received the good 

news, which was that we 

would get to take the 

afternoon off from our usual 

rigorous classroom curriculum. 

 

Then, as it always does, the 

other shoe dropped.  The bad 

news was that we were 

ordered to report to the 

Maintenance Building where 

we were issued shovels.  And then, armed with our shovels, we reported to the parking lot and spent the afternoon shoveling out the officers’ and 

chiefs’ private vehicles so they could go home to their families. 

 

I’ve always heard that “s*** flows downhill,” but in this case the “s” stood for “snow!” 

 
 
 

 
 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 9 



BINNACLE LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USSVI DUES 
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 The Blueback Base continues to seek a volunteer to fill the position of WAYS & MEANS OFFICER.  This is an Executive 

Board position; for a detailed description of duties and responsibilities, see the Blueback Base Constitution and 

Bylaws, Article IX, Section 7. 

 

 WELCOME ABOARD to our newest Blueback Base member, MM3(SS) Nick Price, who qualified in submarines in 

2008.  Also, WELCOME BACK to MM3(SS) Gary Shultz, Jr., a former member of the Base who has re-joined us after a 

brief hiatus!   

 

Get well wishes go out to our good friend and Shipmate Tudor Davis, who has been feeling a little under the weather 

lately.  Please take a moment from your busy schedules to offer your thoughts, prayers, and best wishes – not only for 

Tudor, but for the good health and well-being of all our Shipmates, friends, and loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         
                                 

Conwell • Delaney • Dennis • Durkee • Garriott • 
Johnson • Robbins • J. D. Tow • Tschopp •  
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Annual Membership National Blueback Base 

One-Year Term $25 $15 

Three-Year Term $70 $45 

Five-Year Term $115 $75 

Life Membership National Blueback Base 

Age 45 and Under $500 $300 

Age 46-55 $400 $250 

Age 56-65 $300 $200 

Age 66-75 $200 $150 

Age 76 and older $100 $50 

For the Good of the Order 

M A R C H 

http://www.bluebackbase.org/Manuals.htm
http://www.bluebackbase.org/Manuals.htm

